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TO  THE  READER 


Every  State  has  its  heroic  age.  Iowa,  young  as 
passed  the  high-tide  period  of  her  existence.  Scai 
sand  years  do  states  or  nations  fight  for  a  principl 
haman  race.  All  states  worth  preserving,  have  w 
the  side  of  the  bravest,  and  in  these  times,  as  ii 
exist  by  the  edge  of  their  sabres  and  the  calibi 
Yea,  so  long  as  men  are  human,  wars  will  rage 
where.  But  war  for  the  upholding  of  Freedom^ 
of  millions  of  human  beings,  such  wars,  are  the  ej 

It  is  a  happy  people  to  whom  fate  gives  the  cha 
for  human  rights.    That  people's  history  is  mad< 
no  tale  but  Marathon,  their  fame  would  be  cc 
no  names  but  Morgarten,  Winkelried  and  Sem 
would  be  perpetual.    The  traditions  of  heroic  di 
books  of  the  world,  and  the  sacrifice  of  life  on  the 
deed  approved  by  angels.    Liberty  never  saw  a 
name  on  so  grand  a  scale  as  on  the  America 
battles  of  the  Greeks,  the  Swiss,  the  early  Englr 
struggle,  were  petty  encounters  when  compared  ^ 
flicts  of  the  War  of  the  Bebellion.    Many  nort 
perishable  renown  in  the  struggle,  but  the  state 
consent,  stood  first  and  foremost  among  them  al 
less  than  seven  hundred  thousand,  nearly  eight; 
field.    Of  her  arms-bearing  men,  every  other  or 
the  union  army.    Two  thousand  one  hundred 
were  killed  outright  in  battle;  ten  thousand  t' 
died  in  hospitals  and  from  wounds  and  sicknc 
sand  were  discharged  for  disability  and  bodi' 
It  was  an  awful  price  for  young  Iowa  to  pa 
but  it  brought  her  a  renown  as  lasting  as 
Iowa  marched  in  columns  from  the  Des  VL 
ocean,  and  from  the  Gulf  to  the  interior 
flags  floated  at  the  front  in  every  battle, 
danger  in  every  conflict  in  the  South  were 
chasing  the  murderous  guerrillas  of  Mir 
trained  hosts  in  the  Shenandoah  Yalle: 
from  Atlanta  to  Mobile,  from  Cairo,  in  I 
Carolina,  from  the  beginning  of  the  bloo 
history  of  the  soldiers  of  Iowa  has  been 
.  miles  of  marching,  a  hundred 


TO    THE    READER. 
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a  defeat.  Men  who  hiid  never  seen  a  fort,  went  and  took  a  < 
straijj^ht  by  storm.  More  prisoners  were  taken  than  the  number  ( 
captors;  more  c;iiinon  charg^  and  captured  than  would  man  a  ( 
Sevastopols;  more  Hags  tlian  the  Xortli  had  states.  They  marcl 
South  Carolina,  captured  its  treasonable  capital,  tore  down  its 
banner,  brought  it  home  as  a  tropliy,  and  hoisted  the  loyal  fl 
Iowa  in  its  stead.  Tlieir  cavalry  rode  to  every  town  in  rel>eldoni 
on  horse  or  foot,  helpe<l  to  accomplish  more  harm  to  afoeman  tlia: 
ever  been  done  in  the  history  of  cavalry  before.  From  the  hegii 
until  the  end,  the  story  of  Iowa  valor  was  the  same  as  that  of 
comrades  from  other  states — not  greater,  for  all  were  brave,  but 
conspicuously  so.  Their  fortune  kept  tliem  at  the  front;  they 
the  first  everywhere;  at  Wilson's  Creek,  luka,  Donelson,  Shilo 
^'icksburg,  Atlanta,  Allatoona,  Chattanooga  iind  Mobile.  Whe 
(Jrant  and  Sherman  led,  they  followed,  and  to  victory.  They  wei 
heroes— the  history- makers  of  the  state.  Their  deeds  will  live.  It 
impressive  thought  to  realize  that  a  thous^ind  years  from  now  a 
l)oy3  will  be  taught  the  story  of  these  men.  We  owe  the  future  ^ 
thing,  we  owe  it  to  these  men,  that,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  the  truth 
the  heroism  of  these  Iowa  patriots,  and  the  sacriilces  of  Iowa  at  I 
shall  be  preserved.  In  tliis  spirit  are  offered  the  pages  of  this 
Its  statements  have  been  gathered  from  the  records  of  the  state,  ai: 
testimony  of  hundreds  of  surviving  participants  in  the  scenes  i 
rates.  Scarcely  a  cliapter  but,  before  printing,  has  been  submitl 
Iowa  soldiers  who  took  prominent  part  in  the  war,  and,  tliouj;li  nol 
turiiiLj  to  write  from  memory,  the  author  had  the  additional  adva: 
of  liaviugbeeii  a  participant  in  many  of  these  scenes  iiiiuseir.  F«»r 
months  he  has  lived  over  the  life  on  the  tented  (it'ld— nianrhtMl 
the  soldiers  again,  by  night  and  by  day,  rested  in  the  nuk*  biv 
ht'ard  tin*  tattoo  and  the  reveille  and  the  lonj^roll  l>eatingth»'alarii 
wakeil  us  to  the  sudden  light.  lie  has  heard  apjain  the  cry  *•  fal 
and  (•har}i:ed  with  the  men  across  the  fields  of  Corinth,  of  ('liau 
IlilN.of  \'ieksl»urgand  of  Chattanooj^a.  Ami  hehassi-en  tliedea 
th<*  dyin;,'.  and  has  heard  the  sergeant  call  again  that  roll  to  wh: 
many  of  liis  coinrailes  will  never  answer  more,  lie  has  seen  th 
of  the  lontr  drama,  in  which  these  comrades  jilayedsogrrata  jiarl 
now  holds  hinis»df  fortunate  in  being  ev(Mi  the  narrator  of  a  valoi 
ha>  shed  so  much  lustre  on  the  state.  This  b<v>k  will  hav»*  stMV 
purpose  il'  it  shall  help  to  keep  the  memory  of  thes»'  conjrad^^  ;j 
if  it  shall  help  let  the  youtli  of  the  .^tate  know  that  ilw'ir  l'alh<T 
eM»*r  brothers  were  hervies  and  patriots,  and  if  it  shall  h<'li)  to 
tin'  bovs  and  girls  of  Iowa,  that  lovaltv  t')  on»*'s  <'ou!itrv.  a:id 
valor,  makr  men  rev  red  and  states  powerful. 


EXPLANATORY. 


This  book  is  not  a  book  of  biography — neither  is  ii 
The  sincere  effort  has  been  made  to  prepare  an  enduri 
events  of  Iowa  daring  the  war  period.  If  there  is  ai 
has  been  the  art  of  condensing.  Men  have  been  largel; 
ing  the  story  of  their  deeds  to  speak  for  them.  No  ot 
▼oiame  seemed  possible — a|||Ki  book  beyond  a  single  ^ 
issned  at  a  price  desirable  for  the  public. 

The  short-comings  of  the  book  are  realized  by  the  wri 
those  who  will  become  its  critics.  Its  statements  of 
based  on  state  and  government  records,  supplemented  1 
ez-officers  and  soldiers  all  over  the  state.  Where  the 
where  the  record  fails  also.  The  Iowa  records  of  the  ^ 
noos,  are  in  no  sense  complete.  Aside  from  the  very 
record  of  the  personal  history  of  the  soldier,  made  by  < 
the  official  army  papers  are  one  vast  j  amble  of  letters  a 
field,  of  every  quality  of  merit,  from  perfection  to  t 
Our  Iowa  officers  were  better  at  fighting  than  at  making 

A  very  sincere  effort  was  made  to  obtain  all  possible  c 
ing  on  the  war.  About  500  circulars  were  sent  to  ex-so 
and  over  1,000  personal  letters  have  been  written  on  ma 
book.  Officers  and  privates  generously  placed  at  the  w 
correspondence,  diaries,  etc.,  and  it  is  believed  that  th< 
bearing  on  the  war  that  has  not  been  examined. 

Want  of  space  made  it  necessary  to  use  smaller  type 
the  Regiments.  It  was  a  choice  between  smaller  type  s 
These  regimental  histories  are  believed  to  be  accurate, ; 
wiU  be  of  valuable  service  to  every  Iowa  soldier.  They 
condensed  firom  the  records,  or  written  by  membei 
especially  for  this  book.  When  written  by  others,  cred 
the  sketch  itself.  To  the  liistories  of  the  Cavalry  re; 
has  been  accorded  in  the  Second  Part  of  the  book.  Tb 
their  movements,  often  in  detachments,  and  far  apart, ; 
follow  them  in  the  general  description  of  battles. 

The  cbief  fault  of  the  book,  it  is  believed,  must  lie  i 
in  what  it  bats,  so  much  as  in  ^hat  it  does  not  say. 
data  this  could  not  be  avoided,  and  soldiers  noticiufir  im 
book,  either  as  to  men  or  events  are  kindly  invited  to  n 
tiie  writer  for  use  in  case  of  future  editions.  Such  c 
authentic,  simple  and  brief. 
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OHAPTEK  L 

[t  to  JOHN  BROWN  IN  IOWA. 

atUe 

)Wed  A  rRKLUDS. 

Thb  bells  of  the  churches  were  tolling  in  many  nortl 
towns  on  the  2d  day  of  December,  of  1859;  for  at  Gharlestc 
._  not  far  from  Harper's  Ferry,  the  Virginians  were  hanging 

}  last  of  the  Warriors  of  the  Lord.    John  Brown,  the  friend  of 

oppressed,  was  on  that  day,  in  the  words  of  Emerson,  ^^  mal 
the  gallows  glorious  like  the  cross/'  The  drama  enacted 
day  at  Charlestown,  was  one  of  the  events  that  precipitated 
mighty  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Misguided  or  not,  sympathy 
John  Brown  and  the  idea  he  represented,  was  well  nigh 
versal  in  the  North.  If  slavery  were  an  institution,  the  u 
threatening  of  which,  by  a  handful  of  men,  could  shake  the  wi 
South  and  drive  its  people  to  the  verge  of  madness,  it  wai 
evil  dangerous  to  the  existence  of  the  country.  So  thou 
reflecting  men  all  over  the  world.    John  Brown's  name  becai 

^  *^°"°  synonym  for  freedom  to  the  oppressed.    In  the  eyes  of  mj 

his  death  was  martyrdom.  That  point  reached,  and  the  Sc 
had  prepared  the  way  for  the  destruction  of  the  crime  on  w] 
all  southern  policy  was  built.     Slavery  was  not  more  dead  at 

— fi  rpjit 

ji  war  close  of  the  great  Rebellion  than  it  was  the  day  John  Bn 

'^***^^*"y  was  hung  at  Charlestown.     From  that  awful  hour,  its  exists 

was  of  form  only.    Not  the  North  alone,  but  the  world,  wa 

to  see  if  the  South,  in  its  terror  and  desperation,  would  wag 

^^^'  war  to  perpetuate  a  crime  that  most  men  felt   to   be   aire 

f^*  doomed.    Thirty  years  of  threatening  to  destroy  the  Araeri 

government  whenever  it  should  cease  to  make  slavery  its  cor 
stone,  had  not  prepared  the  world  to  believe  that  the  South 
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at  last  in  earnest.    The  ease  with  which 
could  legally  put  to  death  a  dozen  maimed 
misled  the  South  into  supposing  that  I 
forcibly  resist  the  unlawful  spread  of 
preserve  the  government  of  the  people. 

All  this,  too,  spite  of  a  bitter  experienc 
suffered  in  their  unlawful  efforts  to  force 
tion  into  free  Kansas.    John  Brown  ha< 
slavery  a  taste  of  blood  in  Kansas  that  wi 
him  on  that  fatal  December  dav  at  Chai 
during  those  Kansas  days,  when  hundreds 
struggled  against  thousands  of  oppress 
wronged,  was  watched  in  Iowa  as  from  n( 
many  friends  and  sympathizers  here.   lo^ 
real  refuge  place  after  contest.     On  Iow£ 
planned  his  most  daring  schemes.    It  ^ 
and  past  her  loyal  towns  he  wandered 
carrying  with  him  liberty  for  the  oppn 
from  struggle,  and  here  he  trained  and  ai 
followers  who  were  to  share  perils  and  d* 
/deemed  sacred  as  the  Wars  for  the  Sepu 
days  of  the  "under-ground  railroad''  i 
tives  from  slavery  were  helped  to  the 
Star.    The  posts  of  this  path  to  freed 
negro,  "  as  a  cloud  by  day,  and  as  a  pil 
every  one  of  them  was  as  familiar  t 
fireside.    He  was  so  often  and  so  cl( 
state  that  people  almost  forgot  that 
He  loved  Iowa,  and  he  believed  that  tl 
if  successful,   would  inevitably   be 
He   went  farther,  and  with  Lincoli 
could  not  much  longer  exist  if  slav 
slavery  was  a  sin,  a  moral  wrong,  ar 
whom  the  government  was  made,  i 
lent,  were  justifiable  in  his  eyes  i 
did  not  believe,  either,  that  a  few  ; 
to  determine  laws  and  governmen 
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populous  and  mighty  state  of  Kansas;  the  less  so  i(  those  laws 
were  the  children  of  sin,  and  that  government  a  government  of 
fraud  and  oppression. 

When  Kansas  was  thrown  open  to  settlement,  the  pro-slavery 
men  of  the  South  determined  that  it  should  be  given  over  to 
slavery.  The  freedom  loving  people  of  the  North  opposed  them, 
and  then  commenced  a  mighty  war  of  words  outside  of  Kansas, 
and  of  villainous  deeds  within.  Missourians  by  the  thousands 
invaded  the  state,  mastered  the  ballot-box,  drove  off  the  officials, 
assumed  the  government,  burned,  destroyed  and  murdered,  and 
all  in  the  name  of  a  slavery  detested  outside  the  South,  the 
world  over.  John  Brown,  the  gray-haired  shephtird  of  North 
Elba,  in  New  York,  recognized  in  the  Kansas  struggle  that 
here  was  to  be  the  first  battle  ground  in  defense  of  human 
rights,  as  opposed  to  outrage  and  treason.  His  own  sons,  free 
emigrants  to  Kansas,  were  crying  to  him  for  help  to  protect 
their  firesides  and  their  lives.  The  fearless  man,  strong  in  the 
refuge  of  the  Lord,  buckled  on  his  armor,  went  to  Kansas,  and 
alone,  struck  blows  that  made  victory  possible  in  the  bloody 
years  to  come.  Few  realized  that  the  war  for  the  destruction 
of  liberty  on  this  continent  had  already  begun.  Absolute  war 
could  not  have  made  the  people  of  Missouri,  Arkanssis,  and  othei 
parts  of  the  South,  greater  violators  of  law,  and  right,  and  justice, 
than  they  became  when  they  marched  with  fire  and  sword  into 
liborty-loving  Kansas. 

Fortunately  for  this  country,  the  people  of  Kansas  were  not 
cowards.  Had  they  been,  they  would  have  been  overcome.  Hu- 
man slavery  would,  like  a  ghost,  have  stalked  into  all  the  terri- 
tories. The  slave  power  would  have  had  its  way.  The  Wai 
of  the  Rebellion  would  not  have  been  heard  of,  and  the  greai 
vrrime  that:  disgraced  the  Nation  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  woulc 
have  been  peri)etuated  forever.  The  Lord  willed  that  it  shoulc 
not  be  so,  and  the  instrument  he  chose  for  his  purpose,  like  Saul 
«>f  old,  wjis  found  tending  the  flocks  of  the  field.  In  all  hi? 
encounters  with  the  slave-power,  and  with  the  southorn  invader? 
of  Kansas,  John  Brown  was  a  hero,  and  his  heroism  saved  th< 
stiit<.'  to  freedom.     Let  that  be  written  on  his  monument.     Hac 
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he  failed,  Kansas,  Iowa,  Illinois,  and  the  whole  Northwest  migl 
have  been  given  over  to  the  barbarism  of  slavery.  That  woul 
have  been  the  logical  and  intended  sequence  of  the  Dred  Scot 
decision.  John  Brown^s  heroism  in  Kansas  made  that  oui 
rageous  verdict  of  no  avail.  No  wonder  that  the  people  of  lo^ 
honored  his  name,  for  his  success  was  partly  by  their  help  an 
sympathy,  and  his  victory  conferred  blessings  on  their  childrer 

In  all  the  central  part  of  Iowa,  there  were  loyal  stations  c 
the  under-ground  railroad.  Many  were  the  brave  and  true  me 
who,  in  those  days,  spite  of  abuse,  and  calumny,  and  loss  of  prof 
erty,  kept  the  beacon  fires  of  liberty  burning  in  the  state.  Me 
like  William  Penn  Clark,  J.  B.  Grinnell,  Suel  Foster,  Jaco 
Butler,  James  Parvin,  Senator  J.  C.  Jordan,  Thomas  Mitchel 
lleorge  W.  Drake,  Col.  John  Edwards,  John  Teesdale,  Joh 
Todd,  James  McCoy,  H.  M.  Hoxie,  H.  D.  Downey,  Dr.  Jess 
Bowen,  Ransom  L.  Harris,  and  scores  of  others,  faithful  to  th 
end,  labored  without  money  and  without  price,  serving  the  cauj 
of  the  oppressed,  feeding,  clothing  and  giving  drink  to  the  de; 
pised,  and  pointing  them  to  the  North  Star.  They  were  th 
first  names  on  the  roll  of  honor  of  the  state. 

Very  many  of  the  leading  men  and  the  Abolitionists  of  tl 
state  knew  the  hero  of  Ossawattamie  personally.  At  the  fir 
side  of  many  he  was  an  intimate  friend.  The  places  he  mo 
frequented  were  the  towns  of  Tabor,  on  the  Missouri  river,  an 
West  Liberty  and  Springdale,  in  Cedar  county,  with  occ 
sional  visits  to  Grinnell,  Des  Moines,  and  other  points,  where  1 
was  sure  of  true  friends  and  substantial  aid.  Tabor  was  tl 
nearest  under-ground  railroad-post  to  the  South,  and  its  peop 
were  largely  freedom-loving  Abolitionists  from  Oberlin,  Ohi 
There  were  times  in  those  days,  when  little  Tabor  presents 
more  an  appearance  of  war  than  it  ever  did  during  the  gre 
Rebellion.  It  was  not  a  very  uncommon  thing,  of  an  autuir 
evening  in  1856  or  1857,  to  see  the  little  public  square  filled  wi 
from  a  dozen  to  twenty  covered  wagons,  a  little  park  of  artillei 
and  scores  of  armed  "  free  state "  emigrants,  on  their  way 
Kansas. 

"  The  cannon  were  placed  in  the  center,"  says  John  Todd, 
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Tabor,  an  eye-witness,  ^^  with  the  Stars  and  Stripes  mounted  on 
the  gun  carriage.  The  covered  wagons  were  arranged  in  a 
circle  around  the  cannon — tents  were  pitched  outside  the  wagons, 
camp  fires  were  kindled  outside  the  tents,  and,  outside  of  all, 
were  placed  the  sentries.  Often,  on  the  following  day,  a  hundred 
men  drilled  on  the  village  common.  Not  infrequently  we 
heard  of  men  killed  in  the  conflict  in  Kansas,  who,  but  a  few 
days  before,  passed  through  our  village.^^ 

The  wounded  and  the  sick  of  the  Kansas  emigrants  were  some- 
times brought  back  to  Tabor.  So  it  was  that  John  Brown, 
bringing  a  wounded  son-in-law,  shot  in  Kansas,  made  his  first 
visit  to  Tabor  in  August  of  1856.  He  made  no  stay  then,  but 
hurried  back  to  the  defense  of  Lawrence  against  a  horde  of  Mis- 
souri ruffians.  It  must  have  been  an  impressive  sight,  when  old 
John  Brown  entered  Lawrence,  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  accom- 
panied by  seven  sons  and  sons-in-law,  to  help  keep  Kansas  free 
from  the  oppressor. 

In  the  following  September,  John  Brown  and  four  of  his 
sons,  on  a  journey  eastward,  rested  in  Tabor  for  several  weeks. 
Again,  in  1857,  almost  the  entire  summer  was  spent  by  Brown 
in  Tabor,  drilling  his  followers  in  the  use  of  arms,  and  disciplin- 
ing them  for  battle.  He  had  with  him  Col.  H.  Forbes,  a 
drill-master,  and  there  were  stored  in  the  village  quantities  of 
sabres,  muskets,  cannon  and  ammunition.  It  was  believed  by 
the  people  there  that  Capt.  Brown  was  preparing  to  resist  another 
suspected  invasion  of  Kansas  by  the  border  rutfians  of  Missouri. 
Positive  knowledge  of  his  plans  was  not  obtainable.  *'  Brown 
was  a  man  of  few  words,"  says  one  of  the  townspeople,  "  and 
kept  his  own  counsels." 

When  John  Brown,  and  Lane  and  their  followers  had  driven 
the  Missouri  vandals  back  into  the  shadows  from  which  they 
came,  it  was  in  Brown's  mind  but  a  stop  to  follow  them  there, 
and  attempt  to  take  from  them  the  human  chattels  they  held  in 
a  bondage  bitterer  than  death.  As  long  as  history  shall  last, 
John  Brown's  efforts  to  free  his  fellow  man  from  bondage  will 
l>p  HMneraberod  with  thankfulness  aii'l  tears.  Men  will  no  longer 
ask  whether  his  methods  were  wisest,  or  even  protected  by  laws. 
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Had  he  been  successful,  his  name,  even  at  that  ver^ 
have  been  linked  with  the  name  of  Washington,  as 
of  mankind.  John  Brown  believed  in  God^s  Golde 
were  better,"  he  cried,  "  that  every  man,  woma 
should  pass  from  the  earth  by  violent  death,  than 
of  this  rule  should  fail  in  this  country."  Sucl 
thought  had  never  been  known.  "  This  man,"  cri 
"is  the  truest  hero-man  I  ever  met."  "Do  you 
Theodore  Parker,  "  this  is  one  of  the  extraordinary 
age  and  nation?"  "I  will  put  his  picture  there  1 
Victor  Hugo,"  exclaimed  Secretary  Seward,  "  for  h 
boldest  and  highest  of  any  man  who  ever  breath 
air."  If  John  Brown  so  impressed  the  intellect 
America,  what  must  have  been  the  impression  n 
ordinary  people  by  his  heroism?  In  Kansas, 
respected  and  the  commonest  loved  him.  If  help  ^ 
defense  against  outrage,  John  Brown^s  simple  camp 
would  be  hunted  up  and  the  story  of  distress  laid  b 

One  evening,  about  the  good  Christmas  time  of 
slave,  named  "Jim,"  slipped  over  the  Missouri  line 
to  tell  John  Brown  how  himself  and  some  of  his 
the  next  day  to  be  separated  from  their  families  an 
He  appealed  for  help.    The  cry  for  deliverance  was 
That  night,  John  Brown,  accompanied  by  trusted  fri 
the  border  and  rescued  eleven  slaves  from  cruel 
Shortly,  he  was  traveling  with  them  along  the  u 
railroad  of  Iowa  toward  the  North  Star.    That  v 
important  journey  through  the  state.    Great  rewards 
for  his  arrest.    It  was  death  in  those  days  to  be 
carrying  slaves  out  of  Missouri.    James  Buchanan, 
the  United  States,  joined  in  offering  rewards  for  t 
men  and  women  to  slavery  and  for  the  capture  of  Gc 
To  the  children  of  free  America  to-day,  thesto^ 
incredible.    Spies  were  sent  on  Brown^s  tracks,  and 
ing  warrants  and  offers  of  reward.    He  was  purs 
assassins  and  murderers  are  pursued;  so  intent  was 
ment  of  Missouri,  and  of  the  United  States,  in  pr< 
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villainy  of  slavery.  No  wonder  that  when  he  re  h( 
friends  in  little  Tabor,  some  of  them  stood  back  and  i 
offer  the  fugitives  the  hand.  It  was  the  12th  of  Feb 
1859,  that  John  Brown,  with  his  fugitive  slaves,  and  escoi 
few  armed  white  men,  entered  the  town  of  Tabor.  To  c 
the  negro  fugitives  a  child  had  been  born  on  the  way,  m 
their  number  twelve.  This  child  was  named  John  E 
They  stopped  at  the  home  of  George  B.  Gaston,  the  foun 
the  village,  till  over  Sunday.  On  that  Sabbath  morning, 
village  preacher  was  commencing  his  services,  the  followin 
was  handed  to  him,  and  he  read  it  to  the  congregation.  ' 
Brown  respectfully  requests  the  church  at  Tabor  to  offer 
thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God  in  behalf  of  himself  and  con 
and  of  their  rescued  captives  in  particular^  for  His  gracious 
ervation  of  their  lives  and  health,  and  his  signal  delivera 
all  out  of  the  hand  of  the  wicked  hitherto.  '  Oh!  give  \ 
unto  the  Lord,  for  He  is  good,  for  His  mercy  endureth  fon 

That  Sunday,  the  people  of  Tabor,  anxious  to  know  h 
many  slaves  had  been  freed,  set  on  foot  an  inquiry,  and  bj 
questioning  learned  of  Brown's  raid  by  night  into  the  sti 
Missouri — that  the  party  had  divided  on  entering  the  stai 
taken  away  the  slaves,  and  with  them  certain  teams  o 
masters  for  their  transportation;  also,  that  the  party  not 
Browif  s  command  had  killed  the  master  of  one  of  the  i 
just  as  he  was  reaching  for  his  gun  to  fire  upon  them.  Tl 
and  the  propriety  of  all  this  was  much  questioned  by  the 
of  Tabor,  and  John  Brown  was  invited  to  explain  and  just 
course  at  a  public  meeting  on  the  morrow.  In  the  meant 
resident  of  Missouri,  passing  through  Tabor,  stopped  o 
attend  the  meeting.  Brown  heard  of  the  presence  of  wl 
believed  an  enemy,  or  a  slaveholder's  spy,  and  refused  to  p 
with  his  address,  unless  the  Missourian  were  compelled  to 
draw.  The  request  was  refused,  and  with  feelings  of  grief 
Brown  himsolf  withdrew.  The  meeting  at  once  passed  i 
tions  conJemniug  the  raid  into  Missouri. 

The  old  hero  retired  to  his  quarters  greatly  grieved,  i 
that  those  in  whom  he  had  a  right  to  trust  had  left  him- 
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bly,  would  betray  him.    He  called  for  his  arms,  made  immed: 
and  close  inspection,  as  if  preparing  for  a  conflict,  and  left 
old-time  friends  and  Tabor,  forever.    The  march  through  It 
with  his  contrabands  was  difficult  and  full  of  danger.    All 
enemies  of  freedom  in  the  state  were  astir,  and  watching  for  h 
^^  John  Brown  and  his  niggers  "  were  to  be  headed  off,  and  c 
tured,  dead  or  alive.    Those  who  offered  food,  or  rest,  or  lodgi 
did  so  at  the  peril  of  their  lives.    Never  in  their  history  had 
true  courage  of  the  old  Abolitionists  been  so  necessary  as  n< 
They  were  threatened  in  advance  of  his  coming.    "  Feed  Jo 
Brown,  give  him  shelter,  show  him  the  way,  and  your  ro 
burning  above  your  heads  shall  be  the  penalty,^'  was  shou 
clear  across  the  loyal  state.    To  her  shame,  Iowa  had  men  in 
borders  capable  of  doing  all  of  this — the  same  men  who 
later  and  fiercer  times,  sought  to  cripple  her  strength,  wl 
traitors  were  at  their  country's  throat. 

From  post  to  post,  well  armed,  and  sustained  by  courage< 
friends,  John  Brown  marched  his  weary  way  across  the  sts 
The  path  he  went  was  honor's  path,  and  history  should  mark 
milestones  in  letters  of  gold.  At  Grinnell,  the  party  of  f  ugiti 
were  the  guests  of  the  founder  of  the  town,  Hon.  J.  B.  Grinn 
himself  a  devoted  Abolitionist  of  the  old  heroic  school — a  m 
whose  name  has  become  linked  with  all  that  is  noble  in  i 
state's  history.  Here  John  Brown  rested,  and  at  the  fireside 
his  friends  fought  over  the  confiicts  that  have  made  him  famous 
Kansas.  In  an  adjoining  room  were  stacked  the  arms  and  sab 
with  which  he  had  been  carving  a  road  to  freedom.  Hidden 
the  barn  were  the  human  beings  who  for  the  first  time  w 
breathing  man^s  free  heritage— free  air.  Even  then,  at  tl 
quiet  fireside,  there  was  planning  in  his  mind  the  fierce  confl 
he  proposed  to  enter  among  the  mountains  of  Virginia.  At 
antique  desk,  still  the  valued  souvenir  of  Mr.  Grinnell,  Jo 
Brown  wrote  a  part  of  the  Virginia  proclamation.  Sitting 
that  fireside,  he  uttered  words  of  heroic  wisdom,  worthy  of  1 
prophets.  A  price  was  set  upon  his  head,  but  he  feared  d 
"  It  were  nothing  to  die  in  a  good  cause,"  he  said,  ''  but  an  et 
ual  disgrace  to  sit  still  in  the  presence  of  the  barbarities 
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American  slavery/^  ^^  Providence  has  made  me  an  actor;  slavei 
an  outlaw.*'  *^  An  old  man  should  have  more  care  to  end  li 
well  than  to  live  long/'  ^^  Duty  is  the  voice  of  Ood,  and  a  m 
is  not  worthy  home  or  heaven  who  is  not  willing  to  be  in  pe 
iim.  for  a  good  cause/*    '*"  One  man  in  the  right,  ready  to  die,  w 

^ap-  chase  a  thousand/*    ^^A  man  dies  when  his  time  comes;  and 

man  who  fears,  is  born  out  of  time/*  These  were  the  words  oj 
man  whom  his  enemies  affected  to  pronounce  '^  crazy /^  Of  su 
craziness  has  come  all  the  heroism,  all  the  virtue  of  the  world. 
While  at  Grinnell,  a  plan  was  proposed  by  Workman,  a  go 
ernment  official  at  Iowa  City,  for  Brown's  capture.  One  glan 
of  the  old  man*8  fearless  eye,  one  tick  of  a  gun  that  never  mi8s< 
its  aim,  and  Provost  Workman  and  his  slavery-loving  squad  le 
the  way  open  wherever  John  Brown  would  go.  By  the  midc 
of  March,  the  contrabands  were  over  the  border  at  Detro 
joined  to  hundreds  of  others,  saved  to  their  birth-right  by  t 
same  heroic  hand.  Later,  the  old  hero  was  in  Iowa  again,  t; 
ing  mostly  at  West  Liberty,  Cedar  county,  preparing  for  1 
atttack  on  Harper's  Ferry — and  at  Springdale.  His  life  here  ? 
much  as  it  had  been  at  Tabor — in  quiet  preparation  for  the  blc 
that  he  hoped  might  end  shivery  under  a  government  th 
affected  to  be  free.  The  people  loved  him,  and  the  childr 
went  out  of  their  way  to  see  his  kindly  face,  and  be  greeted  1 
the  singular  stranger  in  their  midst,  whose  patriarchal  wor 
and  ways  seemed  so  simple  and  good.  In  the  rooms  of  the  Sta 
Historical  Society,  at  Iowa  City,  one  sees  a  little  brass  can  no 
presented  by  Col.  Trowbridge,  the  efficient  custodian  of  t 
place,  and  a  personal  friend  of  John  Brown.  So  long  as  sta 
pride  shall  last  in  Iowa,  so  long  shall  this  piece  of  ordnance 
revered  as  a  precious  souvenir  of  the  dark  days;  for  it  is  one  ^ 
the  cannon  used  by  John  Brown  in  his  defense  of  liberty 
Kansas. 

When  the  blow  at  Harper's  Ferry  was  struck,  its  very  has 
defeated  its  proper  end.     Organized  help  wjis  probably  ready 
join  Brown,  when  the  telegraph  flashed  the  news  of  his  captui 
Had  sufficient  force  joined  him  to  have  made  that  first  blow  su 
cessful,  there  is  scarcely  a  doubt  but  a  general  insurrection  < 
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the  part  of  the  slaves  of  the  Soath  would  have  given 
freedom  without  the  bloody  war  of  which  John  Brow 
was  but  the  prelude.    No  man  in  this  country  realize( 
as  John  Brown  that  the  Southerners  were  preparing 
the  government.    His  hope  was  to  destroy  slavery  fi 
nizing  the  crime  of  its  existence  as  the  only  possible 
a  desire  for  secession.    He  believed  proper  any  and 
that  might  accomplish  the  end,  and  reckoned  his  o 
nothing,  if  only  the  oppressed  could  be  free.    Possibly 
ods  were  not  the  best,  but  he  believed  them  to  be  ap 
Almighty  God.    They  seemed  feeble  in  their  results  a 
there  sprang  from  them  the  forces  that  destroyed 
shameful  iniquity  of  the  world — slavery,  in  a  land  com 
freedom. 

Possibly  John  Brown  was  not  worldly-wise  in  his 
in  the  shadow  of  the  scaffold  there  rested  in  his  heart  1 
of  Ood  which  passeth  all  understanding.    Of  his  hero 
nearly  all  suffered  the  martyr-death  that  he  did — d< 
principle  made  sacred  by  command  of  God.    One  of  ^ 
clay  Coppic,  escaped  the  Virginia  massacre,  and  c 
home  in  Iowa.    His  surrender  was  demanded  by  tl 
Virginians,  that  he,  too,  might  die.    Coppic,  howeve: 
surrendered,  and  the  Virginians^  hands  were  saved  t 
one  more  martyr. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

THE  WAR  GOVERNOR— MUSTERING  FOR  THE  CONFLICr. 

A  LmLB  before  daylight  of  April  12,  1861,  crowds  of  peo[ 
standing  at  vantage  points  about  the  city  and  bay  of  Charlestc 
beheld  a  sudden  flash  from  a  land  battery,  followed  by  a  du 
heavy  roar. 

The  light  of  a  bomb,  describing  a  semicircle  in  the  heavei 
was  seen  to  fall  upon  a  fort  barely  outlined  in  the  darkness, 
was  the  first  shot  in  the  war  of  the  great  Rebellion.  It  w 
another  shot  ^^  heard  ^round  the  world/^  It  was  the  signal  f 
the  commencement  of  the  greatest  events  in  American  histor 
Two  days  of  heroic  defense,  and,  with  a  prayer  to  Ood  and 
salute  to  the  flag  of  Sumter,  the  loyal  little  garrison  marched  o 
of  the  citadel.  The  war  to  destroy  the  Oovernment  had  begu 
a  war  that  was  to  cost  a  million  of  human  lives,  billions  < 
treasure,  agony  unmeasurable, — a  war  to  end  in  the  disgracef 
and  utter  annihilation  of  those  who  brought  it  about. 

In  twenty-four  hours,  news  of  the  event  had,  by  telegram 
and  post,  penetrated  to  every  accessible  corner  of  the  America 
Republic.  In  the  South,  it  was  lightly  hailed  as  the  harbing 
of  dissolution  of  the  Government,  and  the  establishment  of 
new  empire,  whose  foundation  stone  should  be  human  bonda^ 
In  the  North,  it  was  received  with  mingled  sadness  and  ang( 
followed  by  a  quick  determination  to  resent  the  outrage,  and 
save  the  Government  of  the  people. 

It  has  been  said  that  President  Lincoln  never  put  his  name 

a  paper  of  greater  import  than  his  first  message  to  Qpngress. 

that  paper,  in  calm,  dignified  expression,  he  showed  to  the  wor 

what  it  was  that  was  bringmg  about  rebellion  on  the  part  of  tl 

South  against  a  government  from  which  the  South  had  derive 

all  the  advantages,  all  the  honor,  all  the  pr^^stige,  all  the  glo 

it  had  ever  possessed.     He  pointed  out  how  for  thirty  years  tl 

South  had  been  debauched  with  the  heresy  of  secession,  ai 

(27) 
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how,  rather  than  submit  to  the  voice  of  an  honorable  ms 
the  result  of  a  national  election  was  made  a  pretext  for  d< 
ing  the  Government.  The  assault  on  Sumter,  he  assert( 
in  no  sense  been  an  act  of  self-defense,  for  no  Southern 
been  attacked,  nor  his  property  threatened.  It  was  ass 
simply  with  a  purpose  "  to  drive  out  the  visible  power  of  tl; 
eral  Union,  and  thus  force  it  to  immediate  dissolution."  '' ' 
continued  the  President,  "they  have  forced  upon  the  c< 
the  distinct  issue — dissolution  or  blood.  The  question  in 
is,  whether  discontented  individuals,  too  few  in  number  i 
trol  the  administration  according  to  the  organic  law,  can  a 
upon  the  pretenses  made  in  this  case,  or  any  other  preten 
arbitrarily,  without  pretenses,  break  up  the  Govern  men 
thus  practically  put  an  end  to  free  government  upon  the  < 

The  issue  was  thus  perfectly  clear,  and  a  great  war  was 
waged  to  settle  it  on  this  continent.  President  Lincoln  ki 
that  moment,  as  the  world  knows  now,  that  his  conduct 
crisis,  and  the  conduct  of  those  whom  he  might  control, 
settle  forever  the  question  of  whether  a  republican  form  o 
ernment  could  live  in  spite  of  internal  foes.  Whole  vc 
could  not  have  presented  the  issue  more  clearly — but  it  re 
a  million  armed  men  to  decide  it. 

Within  four  days  of  that  fatal  shot  on  Sumter,  Gov.  San 
Kirkwood,  of  Iowa,  received  from  Simon  Cameron,  Secret 
War,  the  following  telegram:  ''Call  made  on  you  by  to-i 
mail  for  one  regiment  of  militia  for  immediate  service/'^ 

That  regiment  was  ready  to  march  before  guns  could 
in  the  soldiers'  hands.     That  very  day  the  Governor's  proi 
tion  announced  to  the  people  of  Iowa  that  the  nation 
peril,  and  that  the  aid  of  every  loyal  citizen  was  invoked. 

*Thi8  telecnram  was  received  at  Davenport.  The  Governor  reside 
as  now,  at  Iowa  Cit>%  bat  there  was  no  tele^aphic  communication  i 
days  between  the  two  towns.  It  was  important  that  the  dispatch  g< 
Governor  at  once,  and  Mr.,  afterward  General,  Vandever,  volunte 
carry  it  to  Iowa  City.  On  reaching^  there,  he  drove  oat  to  the  fai 
foand  the  Governor,  like  Cincinnatas,  working  in  the  field,  and  in 
Hpun.  He  looked  the  dispatch  over,  read  it  a$^iu,  and  in  a  surprisec 
ner  exclaimed:  **  Why,  the  President  wants  a  whole  regiment  of  me 
you  suppose  I  can  raise  so  many  as  that,  Mr.  A^andevet?  "  When  te 
reg'im'^nt*'  were  offered,  a  few  days  later,  the  question  was  answered. 


il 
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It  was  a  crisis  for  every  loyal  state.  To  Iowa,  whose  people 
had  ever  followed  closely  in  the  paths  of  qaiet  peace,  the  possi- 
bility of  a  civil  wan*  at  her  doors  seemed  well  nigh  incredible;  and 
yet  when  duty  and  danger  called,  no  people  in  the  Union  were 
so  ready  with  sacrifice.  Bat  in  such  a  storm  as  now  threatened, 
where  was  the  mariner  to  guide  the  ship?  Bocks  showed  them- 
selves on  every  hand.  There  were  no  arms  worth  counting  in 
all  the  state;  the  treasury  was  empty;  the  taxes  were  unpaid; 
the  cities  and  towns  of  the  state  were  in  debt — many  of  them 
had  suspended  payment  of  even  interest;  the  business  crisis  that 
marked  the  years  1857-8  still  hung  about  them  like  a  pall;  and 
amidst  it  all,  treacherous  enemies  were  waiting  to  hand  the  state 
over  to  ruin. 

Fortunately  for  Iowa,  at  such  a  time  there  was  a  man  equal  to 
the  occasion.  Like  Lincoln,  he  seemed  sent  of  Providence.  The 
men  who  once  went  to  a  country  mill  near  to  Iowa  City,  and 
dragged  its  manager  out  into  public  life  and  important  position, 
were  now  justified  of  their  faith.  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  the 
"  War  Governor,"  richly  merited  the  heroic  title.  He  was  hero- 
ism itself.  He  embodied  in  his  character  the  self-poise,  the 
calmness,  the  unbiased  judgment,  and,  above  all,  that  world  ot 
common  sense  that  is  the  make  up  of  a  hero  man;  and  he  was  a 
patriot.  Before  coming  to  young  Iowa  in  1855,  his  life,  though 
honorable,  had  been  uneventful.  Bom  in  1813,  in  Maryland, 
of  good  Scotch-Irish  descent,  his  early  years  were  spent  in  toil 
about  his  father^s  farm  and  blacksmith  shop.  After  a  limited 
education,  at  McLeod's  Academy  in  Washington  City,  he  studied 
law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  in 
1843.  Two  yeai-s  afterward,  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney 
for  four  years,  and  in  1850  was  a  member  of  the  convention 
that  formed  the  present  constitution  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  On 
coming  to  Iowa,  in  1855,  he  undertook  the  management  of  a 
large  farm  and  mill  belonging  to  his  brother-in-law  near  Iowa 
City.  Within  a  year,  his  neighbors  discovered  his  talents,  and. 
spite  of  much  protest,  elected  him  to  the  state  senate  in  a 
largely  democratic  county.  Ic  was  a  "  lost  hopf? ''  he  led  in  that 
election.      No  other  republican  dared  to  be  a  candidate.     His 


30  IOWA  IK  WAB  TDOSB. 

success  brought  him  into  contact  ¥rith  the  political  leaden 
the  state.  His  abilities  and  his  political  integrity  were  rec 
nized,  and  in  1859  he  was  chosen  Governor  of  the  state  wh 
name  and  fame  from  that  hour  on  were  indentical  with  his  o^ 

Gov.  Eirkwood  did  so  many  things  honorable  alike  to 
state,  and  to  himself,  said  and  did  so  many  that  were  patrio 
and  so  many  that  were  heroic,  no  excuse  will  be  offered 
recalling  some  of  them  at  this  stage,  while  some  of  the  first  re 
raents  are  getting  their  knapsacks  on,  and  themselves  into  tra 
ing  for  battle.  Other  narratives  of  the  War  Governor's  acti< 
^vill  follow  along  with  the  marching  of  the  boys  to  the  fro 

Gov.  Eirkwood,  like  Senator  Grimes,  of  good  fame,  had  b( 
a  Democrat  in  earlier  days,  and  now  friends  and  foes  al 
were  watching  him  in  the  new  role,  when  his  slightest  word 
act  could  produce  consequences  immeasurable.  Three  great  ^ 
tues  were  now  needed — calmness,  patriotism,  great  good  sen 
Fortunately  for  Iowa,  he  possessed  them  all.  Some  of  i 
things  he  said  and  wrote,  like  the  things  he  did,  became  sti 
history,  and  loyal  precedent  in  Iowa  for  all  time.  His  politii 
opinions  varied  somewhat,  of  course,  with  the  progress  of  i 
war,  the  resistance  of  the  Rebels,  and  his  new  knowledge  of  mt 
He  wished  for  no  war,  but  he  would  not  go  as  far  as  Lincoln  ( 
to  prevent  it.  He  would  make  some  compromises  as  to  slave: 
but  he  would  try  and  keep  it  out  of  the  territories.  "  I  woi 
make  the  condition  of  the  territory  at  the  time  of  its  acqui 
tion,  its  permanent  condition  until  admitted  as  a  state,''  he  wn 
to  Senator  Grimes  in  January  of  1861.  "  Bat,  first  of  all,  con 
respect  for  the  Union  and  the  laws."  *     "  What  can  I  do," 

•Gov.  Kirkwood  had  always  believed  slavery  to  be  wrong  and  a  curse 
the  country.  Like  many  others,  he  had  considered  *'  colonization  "  as  ab< 
the  best  method  o£  settling  the  whole  question.  Frank  P.  Blair  appro\ 
the  Governor* s  ideas  on  the  subject,  and  hoped  that  Iowa  might  becom 
**  threat  leader"  in  the  movement.  That  was  in  the  John  Brown  days.  On 
Blair  wrote  to  Kirkwood  urgfing^  this  leadership.  '*  Many  of  our  leaders 
the  republican  ranks/*  wrote  he,  '*  are  in  favor  of  colonizing?  our  negro 
but  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  that  they  will  take  a  step  forward  until  urjfed 
the  people.  It  is  a  misnomer  to  call  such  men  lbadrrs.  The  fact  is  iA 
never  move  until  forced  to  do  so  by  the  pressure  of  the  masses.  If  lo 
Fhall  take  the  first  step  in  this  great  scheme,  she  will  be  justly  entitled 
the  title  of  Ijeader  of  the  hosts  of  Freedom,  and  of  carrying  out  practica 
the  long  cherished  plans  of  Mr.  Jefferson.'*  Events  were  paving  a  just 
though  a  fiercer  way  for  ending  human  slavery  in  the  South. 
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only  seven  hundred  thousand  people.  Corporations  were  in  debt, 
individuals  far  from  prosperous,  and  the  state  treasury  empty. 
Add  to  it  all,  Indians  on  the  frontier,  and  the  coming  storm  of 
war. 

The  crisis  was  coming,  bat  a  man  of  nerve  was  at  the  helm. 

In  a  month,  Samuel  J.  Eirkwood  struck  the  key-note  to  the  tune 

t  that  Iowa  played  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,    ^t  The  last  man 

and  the  last  dollar  will  he  given^  if  needed^  for  the  service  of  the 
Government^''  was  his  sentiment,  and  it  became  the  sentiment  of 
the  people.  To  J.  6.  Lauman,  at  Burlington,  he  vrrote,  Janu- 
ary 16th :  ^'  Under  the  present  condition  of  public  affairs,  I  have 
concluded  to  gather  and  have  repaired  all  the  arms  of  the  state« 
Men  may  not  be  needed  from  Iowa,  but  I  will  be  ready."  "  Our 
southern  brethren,"  he  wrote  to  Senator  Orimes,  on  January 
12th,  appear  really  to  be  determined  on  the  destruction  of  our 
government,  unless  they  can  change  its  whole  basis,  and  make  it 
a  government  for  the  growth  and  spread  of  slavery.  Whatever 
comes,  and  at  all  hazards,  the  Union  must  be  honored— the  laws 
must  be  enforced."  His  spirit  of  loyalty,  when  others  were  hes- 
itating, entered  into  every  act  and  thought.  He  rejoiced  to  see 
the  loyalty  of  others.  To  the  Governor  of  Maryland  he  wrote 
sending  his  "own  hearty  thanks"  and  the  thanks  of  the  people 
of  Iowa  for  the  patriotic  and  manly  stand  he  had  taken  against 
treason  and  disunion.  "I  have,  I  trust,  an  honest  pride  in 
knowing  that  the  good  old  state  (it  was  his  native  state),  stands 
firmly  to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  in  these  tr}'ing  days, 
when  so  many  are  disposed  to  abandon  both."  "  This,  I  am  satis- 
fied, is  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  bold  stand  you  have  taken,  and 
when  passion  shall  have  subsided,  and  love  of  country  shall  have 
again  resumed  the  ascendant,  your  name  will  stand  high  on  the 
roll  of  those  whom  the  people  delight  to  honor." 

Kirkwood's  key-note  was  soon  taken  up  in  all  Iowa  by  press 
and  people.  The  best  thinking  Democrats,  alongside  of  Repub- 
licans, old  Whigs  and  .iibolitionists,  wanted  to  support  the 
President's  hands.  To  Gov.  Kirkwood,  .J.  C.  Bennett,  a  leading 
democrat,  and  the  friend  of  Douglas,  wrote: 
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already  threatening .♦    Mr.  Lincoln,  he  knew,  was  coni 
and  wise  beyond  other  American  statesmen. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  he  wrote  to  the  new  Prei 
Springfield  :  "  Permit  me  to  congratulate  you,  as  I  mo 
ily  do,  on  your  election  to  the  presidency,  and  to  express 
that  your  administration  may  prove  as  useful  to  our  coui 
as  honorable  to  yourself,  as  you  yourself  can  desire." 
not  a  mere  formal  courtesy  the  note  implied.  Go' 
wood  was  a  believer  in  the  star  of  Abraham  Lincc 
believed  in  his  straight-forwardness,  his  pure  patriotism 
his  political  ability.  Shortly,  he  went  to  Springfield,  111 
the  new  President  his  respects.  The  visit  was  one  of  tl 
notable  events,  because  not  known.  The  honest,  simple 
lican  Governor  took  no  staff  of  newspapers  along,  to  Ik 
coming  or  his  going.  In  plain  garb,  and  with  the  air^ 
an  honest  man,  he  sought  him  who  was  to  be  the  ruler 
ions,  and  whose  fame  was  to  go  out  into  the  whole  eai 
accident,  he  met  Mr.  Lincoln  walking  in  one  of  the  stree 
town,  and  was  requested,  after  a  greeting,  to  go  to  the  h 
there  wait  the  President's  coming  in  half  an  hour.  Tl 
not  in  the  crowded  corridors  of  the  hotel,  perhaps,  or 
man  who  bore  about  him  so  little  of  the  airs  of  auth 
place  as  the  farmer-looking  man  in  homespun,  and  ^ 
broad  hat,  sitting  there  in  the  corner,  an  apparent  stra 
every  one  present.  There  was  a  slight  winking  and  nu( 
elbows  among  the  congregated  politicians  in  the  corridc 


*Dk8  Moines,  Iowa,  17th  Apr 
(iov.  S.  J.  KiRKWOOD,  Iowa  City: 

Dear  Governor:  I  have  your  fcivor  of  the  13th,  and  the  sa^^e 
^ood  one.  We  will  act  upon  it.  Since  the  election,  I  feel  more 
anxious  about  our  Chicago  nominations.*  I  regrard  it  as  absolutely 
that  we  secure  the  so-called  conservative  vote  of  the  free  states,  h 
to  that  element  a  modenite  man,  reserving:  for  ourselves  the  ^ar 
thorouflrhly  republican  admmistration.  Pray  be  at  Chicago,  if  p 
aid  and  influence  the  indiscreet  bv  your  couLsel.  The  territorial  i 
not  again  probably  be  bo  potential  as  now.  Another  lease  of  fou 
democracy  may  secure  them  Cuba  and  secession.  1  sincerely  hfWi 
failure  now  will  make  the  next  contest  more  than  ever  sectional,  i 
suit  difesatisfactory.  I  propose  to  be  at  Chicasro  the  last  of  the  w( 
0U8  to  the  convention,  and  should  be  gla  1  then  to  meet  you  there. 

Very  truly  your  friend, 

John  A.  I 
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it  was  wliispered  that  perhaps  the  old  fellow  in  the  comer  ^ 
^^  waiting  to  see  the  President/*  The  winks  changed  to 
open  eyes  when  President  Lincoln -entered,  passed  by  the  o 
quious  politicians,  warmly  greeted  the  plain  old  gentleman 
homespun  in  the  corner,  and  escorted  him  to  his  private  rot 
up  stairs.  Very  soon  it  leaked  out  that  the  unpretentious  n 
was  the  Governor  of  loyal  Iowa. 

That  hour  spent  in  private  interview  with  Abraham  Line 
was  the  birth-time  of  loyal  resolutions.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  ] 
afraid  to  trust  a  man  like  that.  It  was  a  relief  to  find  < 
adviser  who  pretended  only  to  plain  common  sense;  a  man  ¥ 
knew  no  policy  save  that  of  patriotism,  and  no  politics  Si 
duty.  In  that  hour's  time,  Mr.  Lincoln  saw  that  in  in  the  c€ 
ing  storm  his  hands  would  ba  upheld.  It  was  like  an  answei 
his  prayers  for  help — the  coming  of  such  a  man;  and  the  pi 
words  and  the  common  sense  uttered  were  as  a  bulwark  to  I 
in  the  fierce  storms  of  later  days.  That  Mr.  Lincoln  learii 
shortly,  something  still  more  of  his  Iowa  guest,  may  be  S( 
from  the  private  letter  of  Mr.  Hawkins  Taylor,  a  friend 
the    new    President.*      Had    Gov.    Eirkwood    accepted    so 

♦Keokuk,  Jan.  20th,  1861 
Dear  Governor:  I  have  been  to  Springfield  again.  I  spent  last  w 
there.  And  if  there  is  any  man  entitled  to  our  sympathy  it  is  Mr.  Lino 
He  is  thoroughly  b^et  on  all  sides  by  the  friends  of  different  Cabinet  as] 
ants.  The  moment  it  is  understood  that  any  particular  man  is  to  go  into 
Cabinet,  the  enemies,  or  rather  the  click,  who  want  someone  else  to 
that  particular  place,  at  once  beset  Mr.  Lincoln  with  all  sorts  of  opposit 
to  the  appointment  even  to  the  lowest  attack  on  private  character,  God  o 
ImowH  how  thmgs  may  be  settled,  both  as  to  the  Cabinet  and  the  troublet 
our  common  country.  I  will  give  you  my  notions  of  who  will  constitute 
(]Jabinet:  Seward,  Sec  of  State:  Chase,  Sec.  Treasury;  Cameron,  W 
Trumbull,  Interior;  Wells.  P.  M.  G.;  Bates,  Atty.  General;  Clay,  Na 
Thin,  you  will  see,  is  not  according  to  the  papers^  and  it  may  Im?  wide  of 
mark.  It  is  not  the  intention  to  make  Clay  Sec  of  Navy  at  thin  time,  8 
I  think  that  the  war  difficulties  will  either  make  him  or  probably  contii 
Holt  during  the  troubles  as  Sec.  of  War.  and  Cameron,  Navy.  If  Oamei 
insists  on  being  Sec.  of  Treasury,  and  will  take  nothing  else,  he  trill  get 
and  thus  will  be  an  entire  change  of  the  state  in  the  Northwest.  Smith  a 
\Varren  may  come  in  in  the  place  of  Trumbull  and  Wells,  and  New  Kngla 
will  thon  get  the  Navy  and  Clay  the  War  department.  Then*  is  great  di 
per  with  tli»*  Cabinet.  If  Chase  and  Cameron  go  in  there  will  he  at  le 
three  Presidential  aspirants,  and  none  of  the  best  friends  to  each  other. 
wanted  Banks;  he  has  more  useful  ability  than  any  man  in  the  Nation,  a 
in  my  opinion  would  make  the  most  efficient  Secretary  of  State,  Treasu 
or  Interior,  tliat  this  Nation  has  ever  had.  Do  you  want  anything  thai 
rould  hrlp  you  in  getting?    If  you  do,  command  me.    Mr.  Lincoln  ast 

I.  \V.  T.— 3 
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preservation,  and  to  trust  to  the  people  and  the  constitutr 
aathorities  to  correct,  nnder  the  present  constitution,  any  erroi 
that  may  have  been  committed,  or  any  evils  or  wrongs  that  ma 
have  been  suffered.    But  if  compromise  must  be  the  order  of  tli 
day,  then  that  compromise  must  not  be  a  concession  by  one  sid 
of  all  the  other  side  demands,  nor  all  for  which  the  concedinj 
side  has  been  contending.    In  other  words,  the  North  must  no 
be  expected  to  yield  all  the  South  asks,  all  the  North  has  con 
tended  for  and  won,  and  then  call  that  compromise.    That  is  no 
compromise,  and  would  not  bring  peace.    Such  compromise  woulc 
not  h^ve  become  dry  upon  the  parchment  on  which  it  would  b 
written,  before  ^  agitation  ^  for  its  repeal  would  have  commenced 
A  compromise  that  will  restore  good  feeling  must  not  degrade 
either  side."  * 
Conventions  for  proposing  compromise,  provided  the  North 

Speaking  of  this  same  convention,  Curtis  wrote: 

Washington,  Feb.  5,  1861. 

Hon.  Sam'l  J.  Kibkwood: 

My  D$ar  Sir:  Since  writing  yon  yesterday  I  was  told  Senator  Grimes, 
who  first  said  he  would  not  go  near  the  convention,  has  condaded  to  attend 
with  me  to-day,  and  Mr.  Harlan  will,  when  Grimes  is  in  the  Senate.  I  pre- 
sume Mr.  Vandever  will  alternate  with  me.  So  that  Iowa  will  not  appeat 
an  obstinate  outsider. 

A  meetmg  of  ultra  Republicans  was  held  last  night,  headed  by  Wisconsin 
men.  I  think  some  of  our  extreme  North  men  have  got  a  flea  in  their  ear, 
about  Canada,  and  really  desire  a  disunion.  In  that  I  do  not  participate. 
I  am  for  the  whole  Union,  peacibly  if  I  can,  forcibly  if  I  must.  But  this 
attempt  to  get  a  meeting  of  a  portion  of  the  Republicans  together  as  *'  iron 
backs, '  without  calling  all  o£  us,  is  evidently  designed  and  calculated  to 
divide  our  party.  Did  you  ever  see  such  madness?  I  had  supposed  in  time 
of  danger  to  the  Republic,  we  should  tn^  to  unite  all  parties.  Such  is  my 
view  of  our  duty.  The  news  from  Virginia,  this  morning,  is  favorable. 
If  we  can  get  the  tide  turned,  traitors  will  yet  get  their  deserts.  Vir- 
ginia will  have  a  decided  influence  in  the  border  States. 

I  am  glad  to  see  some  attention  has  been  given  to  the  organization  of 
our  Iowa  force.  If  trouble  goes  on,  the  volunteer  companies  should  be 
60  reconstructed  that  in  case  of  necessity  the  companies  would  go  imme^ 
diately  on  a  term  of  service,  say  six  months,  or  a  year's  time.  I  found 
in  Ohio,  when  we  called  for  volunteers  for  actual  service,  our  finest  corps 
were  non  est.  All  the  arms  we  have  should  be  in  the  hands  of  men 
that  will  use  them  if  occasion  requires.  In  anything  of  a  military  kind, 
move  quietly.  1  have  said  this  much  to  others,  and  such  a  course  is  being 
taken  in  some  quarters  of  the  Cnion. 

The  peace  conventions  and  peace  propositions  all  tend  to  divide  the 
South,  and  gain  time.  In  view  of  future  necessity  for  force,  time  is  ol 
great  military  advantage  to  as.    The  4th  of  March  will  be  a  point  gained. 

Truly  Yours, 

Sam*l  R.  Curtis. 


,„■,.,/ 
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the  17th,  burned  ¥rith  patriotism.  On  the  24th  of  Januar] 
he  wrote  to  Joseph  Holt,  Secretary  of  War,  tendering  to  him  th 
services  of  the  "Governor's  Greys,"  Capt.  Frank  J.  Herron,  o 
Dubuque.  This  was  the  first  company  tendered  to  the  geners 
government  by  the  state  of  Iowa.*  The  "  Burlington  Rifles, 
Capt.  C.  L.  Matthies,  were  accepted  by  the  Governor  on  th 
26th  of  January,  though  their  tender  of  services  was  of  a  fe^ 
days  earlier  date.f 

the  efforts  of  those  who  loyally  seek  to  maintain  that  government;  when  i 
one  portion  of  oar  country,  delirions  with  passion,  they  reprard  the  firinj 
upon  our  national  flag,  the  seizure  of  our  national  forts  and  the  plunder  c 
our  national  arsenals  and  treasuries,  as  manly,  honorable  and  patriotic  sei 
vice;  when  in  another  portion  of  our  country  a  few  men,  blinded  by  partisai 
preiudice,  can  be  found  who  justify  those  acts  and  say  they  must  not  be  pui 
ished, — when,  in  short,  men  are  found  in  high  places  so  lost  to  patriotisr 
as  to  imitate  the  treason  of  Benedict  Arnold,  and  so  lost  to  shame  as  to  glor; 
in  their  infamy,  and  find  followers  and  upholders,  it  is  ^^ratifying  to  knoi 
that  the  gallant  yeomanry  of  Iowa  are  still  determined  "  to  march  unde 
the  fiafi:  and  keep  stepto  the  music  of  the  Union.'*  1  accept  with  pleasur 
the  services  of  the  **  Wavhinfifton  Light  Guards  **  so  frankly  tendered,  ani 
should  events  render  it  necessary,  shall  promptly  call  you  to  the  field  i 
defend  that  flag  under  which  our  fathers  fought  so  bravely,  and  to  mflin^JMi 
that  Government  they  founded  so  wisely  and  so  well. 

Very  respectfully, 

Samuel  J.  Eirewood. 

*ExECUTrvE  Office,  Iowa,  January  24th,  1861. 
Hon.  Joseph  Holt,  Sbcretart  of  War,  Washington^  City,  D,  C: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  tendering  to  the  t^resident  thi 
services  of  the  **  Governor's  Greys,"  a  military  company  at  Dubuque,  in  thii 
state.  The  services  of  other  military  companies  have  b^n  tendered  directly 
to  me.  While  I  deeply  regret  that  the  perils  to  which  the  Union  of  thi 
states  is  exposed  arise  from  domestic,  and  not  foreign  foes,  I  feel  a  great 
and  I  think  an  honest  pride^in  the  knowledge  that  uie  people  of  Iowa  an 
IK>S8e8sed  of  an  unyielding  devotion  to  the  Union,  and  of  a  fixed  determiiui' 
tion  that  so  far  as  depends  on  them,  it  shall  be  preserved. 

Very  respectfully, 

Samuel  J.  Eirewood. 

tExECunvE  Office,  Iowa,  January  26th,  1861. 
C.  L.  Matthies,  Capt.  Burlington  Rifle  Co.,  Burlington  Iowa: 

Dear  Sir:  Accept  for  yourself  and  the  company  you  command,  my 
thanks  for  the  tender  of  their  services,  **  in  case  of  any  public  event  involv- 
ing the  necessity  of  arms."  Should  any  such  event  occur,  I  shall  accept  the  ser- 
vices so  gallantly  tendered.  I  am  pleased  to  know  that  you  and  your  command 
believe  that  the  flag  of  our  country  is  worthy  of  preservation,  and  that  the 
men  who  first  upheld  the  one  and  established  the  other  did  not  intend  tc 
have  both  at  the  mercy  of  rebels  and  traitors.  I  hope  to  be  in  your  cit^ 
about  the  first  of  Feb.,  and  will  endeavor  to  see  you  and  consult  with  you  in 
regard  to  arms.  Very  respectfully, 

Samuel  J.  Eirewood. 

[Unfortunately  the  letter  of  Capt.  Matthies,  tendering  his  company  is  not 
sunong  the  state  records.    By  persons  acquainted  with  the  facts  at  the  time, 
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^  only  seven  hundred  thousand  people.    Corporations  were  in  debt, 


n 


I 


individuals  far  from  prosperous,  and  the  state  treasury  empty. 

I  Add  to  it  all,  Indians  on  the  frontier,  and  the  coming  storm  of 

war. 

The  crisis  was  coming,  but  a  man  of  nerve  was  at  the  helm. 
In  a  month,  Samuel  J.  Eirkwood  struck  the  key-note  to  the  tune 
that  Iowa  played  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,    ^t  The  last  man 

\  and  the  last  dollar  will  be  given^  if  needed^  for  the  service  of  the 

Government^''  was  his  sentiment,  and  it  became  the  sentiment  of 
the  people.  To  J.  G.  Lauman,  at  Burlington,  he  wrote,  Janu- 
ary 16th :  *'  Under  the  present  condition  of  public  affairs,  I  have 
concluded  to  gather  and  have  repaired  all  the  arms  of  the  state« 

1  Men  may  not  be  needed  from  Iowa,  but  I  will  be  ready.^^    ^^  Our 

southern  brethren,"  he  wrote  to  Senator  Grimes,  on  January 
12tk,  appear  really  to  be  determined  on  the  destruction  of  our 
government,  unless  they  can  change  its  whole  basis,  and  make  it 
a  government  for  the  growth  and  spread  of  slavery.    Whatever 

i  comes,  and  at  all  hazards,  the  Union  must  be  honored— the  laws 

\  must  be  enforced."     His  spirit  of  loyalty,  when  others  were  hes- 

itating, entered  into  every  act  and  thought.  He  rejoiced  to  see 
the  loyalty  of  others.  To  the  Governor  of  Maryland  he  wrote 
sending  his  "  own  hearty  thanks  "  and  the  thanks  of  the  people 
of  Iowa  for  the  patriotic  and  manly  stand  he  had  taken  against 
treason  and  disunion.  ^^I  have,  I  trust,  an  honest  pride  in 
knowing  that  the  good  old  state  (it  was  his  native  state),  stands 
firmly  to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  in  these  tr}ung  days, 
when  so  many  are  disposed  to  abandon  both."     ^^  This,  1  am  satis- 

1  Hed,  is  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  bold  stand  you  have  taken,  and 

when  passion  shall  have  subsided,  and  love  of  country  shall  have 
again  resumed  the  ascendant,  your  name  will  stand  high  on  the 
roll  of  those  whom  the  people  delight  to  honor." 

Kirkwood^s  key-note  was  soon  taken  up  in  all  Iowa  by  pr 
and  people.     The  best  thinking  Democrats,  alongside  of  Repub- 
licans,   old  Whigs   and  ,Abolitionists,    wanted    to   support    the 
President's  hands.     To  Gov.  Kirkwood,  .1.  C.  Bennett,  a  leading 
democrat,  and  the  friend  of  Douglas,  wrote: 
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Polk  Citt,  March  9ib,  1861. 
His  Ezcellbnot,  Sam'l  J.  Kirkwood,  Governor  of  Iowa : 

I  have  just  i)eni8ed  the  President's  iDaugaral  with  great  satisfaction,  and 
shall  sustain  the  administration  whether  my  friend  Judge  Douglas  and  hif 
supporters  do  or  not;    but  may  God  in  his  infinite  mercy  grant  that  M' 
Douglas  may  see  his  way  clear  to  sustain  Mr.  Lincoln.    The  Inaugural  is 
better  basis  of  settlement  than  any  compromise  yet  offered,  and  I  can  see  x 
reason  why  all  Douglas  DemoGrats  cannot  give  the  doctrines  of  the  Inaugori 
a  cordial  support. 

I  have  written  Mr.  Lincoln  to  this  effect,  and  requested  him  to  show  tl 
letter  to  Judge  Douglas.  Since  your  interview  with  Mr.  Lincoln,  what  ai 
your  views  about  filling  up  your  staff,  and  being  ready  for  an  eme 
gency?  You  have  probably  seen  Gen.  Bowen  since  your  return  home, 
received  a  communication  from  him  during  your  absence,  stating  that  yc 
would  reply  to  my  letter  on  your  return. 

Very  Truly  Yours, 

^  J.  C.  Bennett. 

You  may  rely  on  my  support  of  your  entire  administration  unqualifiedly 

B. 

Public  sentiment  in  Iowa,  even  among  Republicans,  wa 
scarcely  fixed  and  formed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1861 
The  secession  movement  was  still  considered  by  many  as  only 
threat.  But  thousands  in  the  North,  fearing  that  threat,  advo 
cated  the  repealing  of  the  ^^  personal  liberty  laws^^  all  over  th 
country,  and  the  modification  of  other  laws — of  even  the  Con 
stitution  itself,  in  order  to  quiet  the  political  bullies  of  the  Soutl 
who  were  bent  on  rebellion.  Very  shortly,  however,  publi 
opinion  began  to  crystalize  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  men  rallie 
around  a  principle  whose  first  foundation  stone  was  "'  the  presei 
vation  of  the  Union,"  and  "  the  enforcement  of  all  the  laws."  A 
Des  Moines,  on  January  the  8th,  there  was  a  mass  meeting  hel 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  H.  M.  Hoxie,  to  express  the  opinio) 
of  Iowa  patriots  on  the  national  situation.  Leading  men  attende( 
from  all  over  the  state,  and  their  names  deserve  recalling  a 
among  the  first  to  publicly  declare  in  Iowa  that  the  governmen 
of  the  United  States  was  worth  fighting  for,  and  should  be  perpet 
uated,  spite  of  law-breakers.  North  or  South.  Lengthy  resolu 
tions  were  passed,  declaring  that  any  laws,  in  any  state,  abso 
lutely  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
should  be  repealed  at  once.     But  other  compromise   was   no 
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to  be  thought  of.  GK>y.  Eirkwood,  John  Teesdale,  John  A. 
Kasson  and  M.  L.  Morris  were  on  the  committee  of  resolutions. 
Hon.  Elijah  Sells  was  chairman,  and  the  Hon.  J.  B.  Orinnell 
was  secretary  of  the  meeting*  Addresses  were  made,  or  parts 
taken,  bj  patriots  like  Thomas  Mitchell,  S.  C.  Brownell,  J.  B. 
Stewart,  S.  H.  Lunt,  Stewart  Goodrell,  W.  P.  Davis,  N.  W. 
Mills,  John  A.  Kasson,  F.  M.  Mills,  Thomas  F.  Withrow,  Geo. 
G.  Wright,  Lewis  Einsey,  Amos  B.  Miller,  J.  W.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Gattell,  Elijah  Sells,  L.  H.  Gutter,  George  Sprague,  G.  Hayden, 
T.  H.  Shephard,  F.  W.  Palmer,  P.  Melendy,  H.  G.  Stewart  and 
J.  B.  Grinnell. 

The  resolutions  were  sent  all  over  the  state  of  Iowa  for  signar 
tures,tand  were  forwarded  to  Washington  Gity  as  a  sort  of 
platform  of  the  patriots  of  Iowa.  Some  of  Gov.  Eirkwood^s 
own  views  of  compromise,  in  January  of  1861,  are  of  interest,  as 
set  forth  in  a  letter  he  addressed  in  that  month  to  lowa^s  Sena- 
ators  and  Representatives  in  Washington.  It  was  a  letter 
asking  them  to  attend  a  meeting  or  convention  proposed  by  the 
state  of  Virginia,  to  be  held  in  Washington  on  the  4th  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

*^I  confess,^^  he  writes,  ^^  that  the  whole  thing  strikes  me 
unfavorably.  The  early  date  set  is  liable  to  be  construed  as 
trying  to  force  action  before  the  meeting  of  Congress.  The 
basis  of  adjustment  proposed  in  the  resolutions  is  one  that  all 
the  free  states  rejected  in  the  presidential  election — the  votes 
for  Lincoln  and  Douglas  being  all  against  it.  This  indicates  an 
expectation  that  the  free  states  shall  stultify  and  degrade  them- 
selves; or  a  purpose,  by  failure  of  the  commissions  to  agree 
upon  terms  of  adjustment,  to  afford  excuse,  or  justification  to 
those  who  are  already  determined  to  leave  the  Union.  If  you 
find  the  convention  in  earnest  in  trying  to  save  the  Union, 
permit  me  to  make  a  few  suggestions  that  may  be  of  use  to  you. 
First — The  true  policy  for  any  good  citizen  is  to  set  his  face, 
like  flint,  against  secession.  Second — To  call  it  by  its  true  name, 
treason;  to  use  his  influence  in  all  legitimate  ways  to  put  it 
down;  steadily  and  cordially  to  obey  the  laws,  and  to  stand  by 
the  Goverument  iu  all  lawful  measures  it  may  adopt  for  its 
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preseiration,  and  to  trust  to  the  people  and  the  constitufcoi 
authorities  to  correct,  under  the  present  constitution,  any  error 
that  may  have  been  committed,  or  any  evils  or  wrongs  that  ma] 
have  been  suffered.  But  if  compromise  must  be  the  order  of  th 
day,  then  that  compromise  must  not  be  a  concession  by  one  sidt 
of  all  the  other  side  demands,  nor  all  for  which  the  conceding 
side  has  been  contending.  In  other  words,  the  North  must  no 
be  expected  to  yield  all  the  South  asks,  all  the  North  has  con 
tended  for  and  won,  and  then  call  that  compromise.  That  is  no 
compromise,  and  would  not  bring  peace.  Such  compromise  woul 
not  have  become  dry  upon  the  parchment  on  which  it  would  b 
written,  before  '  agitation  ^  for  its  repeal  would  ha^e  commencec 
A  compromise  that  will  restore  good  feeling  must  not  degrad 
either  side."  * 
Conventions  for  proposing  compromise,  provided  the  Nortl 

^peakinfi^  of  this  same  convention,  Curtis  wrote: 

WASHiiffQTON,  Feb.  5,  1861. 

Hon.  Sah'l  J.  Kibkwood: 

My  Dmr  Sir:  Since  writing  you  yesterday  I  was  told  Senator  Grimes 
who  first  said  he  would  not  go  near  the  convention,  has  concluded  to  attenc 
with  me  to-day,  and  Mr.  Harlan  will,  when  Grimes  is  in  the  Senate.  1  pre- 
sume Mr.  Vandever  will  alternate  with  me.  So  that  Iowa  will  not  appeal 
an  obstinate  outsider. 

A  meetmg  of  ultra  Republicans  was  held  last  night,  headed  by  Wisconsii 
men.  I  think  some  of  our  extreme  North  men  have  got  a  flea  in  their  ear, 
about  Canada,  and  really  desire  a  disunion.  In  that  I  do  not  participate. 
I  am  for  the  whole  Union,  peacibly  if  I  can,  forcibly  if  I  must  But  this 
attempt  to  ^et  a  meeting  of  a  portion  of  the  Republicans  together  as  *'  iron 
backs,  without  calling  all  of  us,  is  evidently  desigrned  and  calculated  tc 
divide  our  party.  Didyou  ever  see  such  madness?  I  had  supposed  in  time 
of  dan^r  to  the  Republic,  we  should  tr^  to  unite  all  parties.  Such  is  mj 
view  of  our  duty.  The  news  from  Virginia,  this  morning,  is  ^vorable. 
If  we  can  fi^t  the  tide  turned,  traitors  will  yet  get  their  deserts.  Vir- 
ginia will  nave  a  decided  influence  in  the  border  States. 

1  am  glad  to  see  some  attention  has  been  given  to  the  organization  oi 
our  Iowa  force.  If  trouble  goes  on,  the  volunteer  companies  should  be 
80  reconstructed  that  in  case  of  necessity  the  companies  would  go  imme 
diately  on  a  term  of  service,  say  six  months,  or  a  year's  time.  I  found 
in  Ohio,  when  we  called  for  volunteers  for  actual  service,  our  finest  corps 
were  non  est.  All  the  arms  we  have  should  be  in  the  hands  of  meo 
that  will  use  them  if  occasion  requires.  In  anything  of  a  military  kind, 
move  quietly.  I  have  said  this  much  to  oUiers,  and  such  a  course  is  being 
taken  in  some  quarters  of  the  (Jnion. 

The  peace  conventions  and  peace  propositions  all  tend  to  divide  the 
South,  and  gain  time.  In  view  of  future  necessity  for  force,  time  is  oi 
great  military  advantage  to  as.    The  4th  of  March  will  be  a  point  gained, 

Truly  Yours, 

Sam*l  R.  Cuktis. 
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wonid  make  all  the  concessions,  were  the  order  of  the  day  in  the 
border  states  in  the  winter  of  1861.  The  state  of  Kentucky  also 
tried  one — a  purely  democratic  one,  on  Washington's  birthday, 
and  the  Qovemor  of  Iowa  was  invited  to  attend.  He  did  not  go, 
but  wrote  a  letter.  Possibly  the  "National  Convention,"  as 
they  called  it,  did  not  get  the  advice  it  cared  for,  but  it  did  get  a 
letter  full  of  sound  sense,  calm  politics,  and  honest  conviction. 
Eirkwood  was  no  longer  a  Democrat.  He  had  become,  first  of 
all,  a  patriot;  after  that,  a  Republican.  Within  a  fortnight, 
February  14th,  the  Governor  strengthened  the  hands  of  the  Iowa 
delegation  at  Washington  by  writing  to  them  not  to  yield  any 
important  principle  at  that  Virginia  Convention. 

"  I  thought  it  well  to  have  the  state  represented,  but  I  never 
would,  there  or  elsewhere,  yield  the  principle  for  which  we 
have  contended.  Concession  of  any  kind^  in  the  face  of  armed 
and  menacing  treason^  is  very  dangerous.  It  establishes  a  pre- 
cedent that  reduces  our  government  to  a  level  with  that  of 
Mexico.  If  the  South  is  'conceded'  back,  New  England  may 
secede.  What  will  be  done  then  ?  Time  is  worth  everything.  So 
far  as  heard,  every  military  company  in  the  state^  except  one,  has 
promptly  and  cheerfully  tendered  its  services  when  called  for. 
I  sincerely  hope  our  friends  will  stand  together.  Either  a  conces- 
sion of  our  principles,  or  a  division  among  ourselves,  hands  the* 
country  over  for  the  next  twenty  years  to  corruption,  filibuster- 
ism  and  slavery  extension." 

But  the  loyalty  of  the  people  was  not  to  be  expressed  by  words 
alone.  By  the  middle  of  January  already,  in  that  year  of  shame 
and  disaster,  militia  companies  were  offered  to  the  Governor  to 
aid  in  maintaining  the  laws.  According  to  the  record,  the  first 
to  tender  their  services  were  the  members  of  the  Washington 
"  Light  Gtiards^'^  Captain  H.  R.  Cowle^^  of  the  toum  of  Wash^ 
ington.    The  Governor's  letter  of  acceptance,*  dated  January 

*ExECUTiVB  Oppice,  January  17th,  1861. 
H.  R.  CowLEs,  Capt.  Washington  Light  Guards,  Washington,  Iowa: 
Sir:  In  these  days,  when  cabinet  officers  plot  treason,  and  use  their  offi- 
cial positions  to  bankrupt  and  disarm  the  government  they  were  sworn  to 
support,  when  members  of  both  branches  of  our  national  council  openly 
engage  in  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  government  of  which  they  are  the 
sworn  servants,  and  retain  their  places  and  prostitute  their  powers  to  thwart 
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the  17th,  burned  with  patriotism.  On  the  24th  of  Janua 
he  wrote  to  Joseph  Holt,  Secretary  of  War,  tendering  to  him  i 
services  of  the  "Governor's  Greys,"  Capt.  Frank  J.  Herron, 
Dubuque.  This  was  the  first  company  tendered  to  the  gene 
government  by  the  state  of  Iowa.*  The  "  Burlington  Rifle 
Capt.  C.  L.  Matthies,  were  accepted  by  the  Governor  on  i 
26th  of  January,  though  their  tender  of  services  was  of  a  f 
days  earlier  date.f 

the  efforts  of  those  who  loyally  seek  to  maintain  that  government;  when 
one  portion  of  oar  country,  delirious  with  passion,  they  regard  the  firi 
upon  our  national  flag,  the  seizure  of  our  national  forts  and  the  plundei 
our  national  arsenals  and  treasuries,  as  manly,  honorable  and  patriotic  c 
vice;  when  in  another  portion  of  our  country  a  few  men,  blinded  by  purtif 
prejudice,  can  be  found  who  justify  those  acts  and  say  they  must  not  oe  pi 
ished, — when,  in  short,  men  are  found  in  high  plac^  so  lost  to  patriot! 
as  to  imitate  the  treason  of  Benedict  Arnold,  and  so  lost  to  shame  as  to  jg^l 
in  Uieir  infamy,  and  find  followers  and  upholders,  it  is  f^^tifying  to  kn 
that  the  gallant  yeomanry  of  Iowa  are  still  determined  **  to  march  un 
the  fisLg  and  keep  step  to  the  music  of  the  Union.**  I  accept  with  pleasi 
the  services  of  the  **  Washington  Light  Guards  **  so  frankly  tendered,  8 
should  events  render  it  necessary,  shall  promptly  call  you  to  Uie  field 
defend  that  flag  under  which  our  fathers  fought  so  bravely,  and  to  mainfc 
that  Government  they  founded  so  wisely  and  so  well. 

Very  respectfully, 

Samuel  J.  Kirkwood 

*ExEcuTrvB  Office,  Iowa,  January  24th,  1861 
Hon.  Joseph  Holt,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  City,  D.  C: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  tendering  to  the  Inresident  1 
services  of  the  **  Governor's  Greys,'*  a  military  company  at  Dubuque,  in  t 
state.  The  services  of  other  military  companies  have  lleen  tendered  direc 
to  me.  While  I  deeply  regret  that  the  perils  to  which  the  Union  of  i 
states  is  exposed  arise  from  domestic,  and  not  foreisp  foes,  I  feel  a  gre 
and  I  think  an  honest  pride^in  the  knowledge  that  tne  people  of  Iowa  j 
possessed  of  an  unyielding  devotion  to  the  I^ion,  and  of  a  fixed  determu 
tion  that  so  far  as  depends  on  them,  it  shall  be  preserved. 

Very  respectfully, 

Samuel  J.  Kirkwood 

tExBCUTTVE  Office,  Iowa,  January  26th,  1861 
C.  L.  Matthibs,  Capt.  Burlington  Rifle  Co.,  Burlington  Iowa: 

Dear  Sir:  Accept  for  yourself  and  the  company  you  command,  t 
thanks  for  tiie  tender  of  their  services,  '*  in  case  of  any  public  event  invo 
ing  the  necessity  of  arms.**  Should  any  such  event  occur,  I  shall  accept  the  s 
vices  so  frallantly  tendered.  I  am  pleased  to  know  that  you  and  your  comma 
believe  that  the  flag  of  our  country  is  worthy  of  preservation,  and  that  i 
men  who  first  upheld  the  one  and  established  the  other  did  not  intend 
have  both  at  the  mercy  of  rebels  and  traitors.  I  hope  to  be  in  your  c 
about  the  first  of  Feb.,  and  will  endeavor  to  see  you  and  consult  with  you 
regard  to  arms.  Very  respectfully, 

Samuel  J.  Kirkwood 

[Unfortunately  the  letter  of  Capt.  Matthies,  tendering  his  company  is  i 
among  the  state  records.    By  persons  acquainted  with  the  facts  at  the  tic 
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In  a  few  days,  numerous  other  companies  were  tendered;  the 
"Union  Guards/'  Capt  W.  S.  Robertson,  of  Columbus  City; 
the  "  Burlington  Zouaves,"  and  the  "  Mt.  Pleasant  Greys," — all 
within  a  few  days  or  hours  of  each  other,  and  this  long  before 
Sumter  had  been  fired  on. 

It  was  Iowa's  answer  to  South  Carolina's  secession  at  that 
noonday  of  December  20th.  It  was  the  answer  to  the  thousand 
threats  of  destruction  to  the  government  and  people,  made  at 
every  publie  mart  throughout  the  South.  It  was  Iowa's  answer 
to  the  cry  that  "  the  South  would  not  submit  to  the  election  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  nor  to  Black  Republican  rule." 

But  now  the  hour  had  come  for  fiercer  answers.  Sumter  was 
fired  on.  The  roar  of  the  rebel  guns  wakened  the  loyal  hearts 
from  Maine  to  California.  The  North  was  in  a  blaze  of  patriot- 
ism— though  the  South,  which  had  not  given  Lincoln  a  single 
electoral  vote,  sang  its  paeans  of  joy  that  now  restraint  was 
ended,  and,  as  it  hoped,  the  government  of  the  United  States 
destroyed.  That  hour,  too,  sounded  anew  the  knell  of  human 
slavery  in  the  United  States  of  America.  Possibly  man  did  not 
intend  it,  but  the  Almighty  did. 

it  was,  and  still  is  believed,  that  that  letter  antedated  the  letter  of  Capt. 
C'owles.  Mr.  Frank  Phelps,  associate  editor  of  the  Burlington  Hawkeye  at 
the  time,  states  that  Matthies  asked  him  to  tender  the  company  to  the  Grov- 
emor«  and  that  it  was  done  about  January  1st.  If  correct,  this  would  make 
Capt.  Matthie8*s  tender  not  only  the  first  in  Iowa,  but  one  of  the  first  in  the 
United  States.] 


CHAPTER  III. 

THE  WAR  GOVERNOR— MUSTERING  FOR  THE  OONPLICT- 

CONTINUED. 

"  Ten  days  ago  there  were  two  parties  in  Iowa,"  wrote  ( 
Kirkwood  to  the  President.  "Now,  there  is  only  one, 
that  one  for  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  unconditional 
What  patriotic  days  those  were  in  loyal  Iowa — those  Sun 
days!  For  awhile  it  seemed  as  if  all  party  rancor  had  died  < 
with  but  one  single  sentiment  animating  every  breast  alike- 
one  resolve  to  avenge  the  insult  at  Sumter,  and  to  save 
Union. 

In  the  staters  financial  extremities,  Gov.  Kirkwood 
secured  the  money  for  sending  the  first  regiment  to  rendezv 
by  his  own  exertions,  and  the  exertion  of  two  or  three  perse 
friends.  Money  had  to  be  had,  and  the  Governor  gave  his  c 
personal  bonds,  pledging  all  his  own  property  and  eamii 
many  times  over,  that  the  first  soldiers  of  the  state  might  h 
shoes  to  wear,  blankets  to  sleep  on,  and  bread  to  eat. 

Then  came  the  patriotism  of  the  banks  of  Iowa.  Man}; 
them  offered  the  aid  the  state  needed  in  its  distress,  with 
pledge  and  without  bond.  Men  like  Senator  J.  K.  Graves, 
Dubuque,  offered  loans  to  the  state  of  many  thousands  of  doll 
without  a  thought  as  to  when,  if  ever,  the  money  might  be 
turned.  That  meant  patriotism,  and  Senator  Graves  was 
first  to  risk  his  property  that  Iowa  honor  might  be  ma 
tained.*    "You  are  authorized  to  draw  on  us  for  any  sum  5 

•The  very  morning  after  Sumter  was  fired  on,  J.  K.  Graves  and  R. 
Graves,  his  brother,  telegraphed  the  Governor,  saying  they  would  claim  it 
honor  and  privilege  to  honor  his  drafts  to  the  extent  of  thirty  thousand  c 
lars;  leaving  repayment  to  the  pleasure  of  the  state,  if  it  could  help  eq 
and  send  the  boys  to  the  front.  It  was  the  same  spirit  that  later  led  th 
same  men  to  hurry  a  car  load  of  stores  to  the  suffering  of  Chicago  bef 
the  houses  of  the  doomed  city  were  done  burning  down.  It  was  the  pror 
and  splendid  example  of  these  men  that  soon  led  thousands  of  otben 
open  their  purses  for  the  help  of  the  state  and  its  soldiers.  They  proved 
maxim,  too,  that  "he  gives  twice  who  gives  promptly." 

(42) 
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may  need,^*  was  a  common  message  telegraphed  to  the  Governor 
from  the  branch  banks  in  different  parts  of  the  state.  W.  T. 
Smith,  of  Oskaloosa,  and  other  strong  war  Democrats,  also  came 
forward  and  promptly  tendered  money  to  the  state.  The  rail- 
roads offered  to  carry  the  soldiers  free,  and  private  citizens  in  every 
town  vied  with  one  another  in  personal  sacrifice  to  aid  in  the 
good  caase. 

Patriotism  burned  at  its  very  height.  The  Governor  had 
called  for  but  one  regiment;  that  was  on  April  17th.  Within 
a  week,  twenty-one  companies  were  offered,  and  in  a  short  time 
every  organized  militia  company  in  the  state,  with  one  single 
exception,  was  tendered  to  defend  the  flag.  Then  commenced, 
too,  the  organizing  of  volunteer  companies  for  the  war.  There 
was  but  one  sentiment — "  the  Union."  For  a  while  party  dis- 
tinctions disappeared  entirely.  Even  the  old  sympathizers  with 
slavery  were  silent,  and  the  moss-back  demagogues  who  had  no 
patriotism  in  their  thin-blooded  veins,  shouted  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Union.  Those  who  were  not  loyal  kept  it  secret,  and 
publicly  cheered  for  the  flag.  The  newspapers  talked  of  nothing 
but  the  war,  and  many  kept  flags  and  patriotic  songs  perma- 
nently at  the  head  of  their  columns.  Their  editorials  were  of 
loyalty  to  the  country,  and  the  very  advertisements  teemed  with 

hints  to  stir  the  patriotism  of  the  people.  Republicans  and 
Democrats  met  in  the  same  rooms,  forgetting  their  animosities, 

and  talked  only  of  Sumter  and  the  South.  In  Martinsburg,  Re- 
publicans and  Democrats  held  a  war  meeting  together  and  tore 
their  partisan  flags  in  pieces,  to  splice  them  in  one  common  ban- 
ner. At  Aledo,  the  Democrats  and  Republicans  took  their  party 
poles,  cut  them  in  two,  spliced  half  of  each  together,  and  put 
the  Union  flag  on  top. 

At  little  Brighton,  $1,250,  cash,  was  raised  in  a  few  minutes 
from  Republicans  and  Democrats  alike,  and  as  much  more  prom- 
ised, to  help  feed  and  clothe  the  boys  who  volunteered.  Jesse 
Bowen  presented  the  state  with  a  brass  eight-pounder  cannon, 
and  eighty  rifles.  That  was  the  kind  of  a  present  Iowa  needed 
then,  as  much  as  money.  The  Governor  thanked  Bowen  for  his 
patriotic  gift,  in  the  name  of  all  Iowa.    Those  who  could  not 
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fight,  gave  of  their  sabstance.  The  little  commuait: 
Amaaa,  in  Iowa  coanty,  sent  the  Goyernor  a  present 
thousand  dollars,  to  help  clothe  the  Iowa  soldiers.  Later 
same  society  gave  from  its  scanty  means  five  hundred  do 
more.  Doctors  offered  their  services  to  the  enlisting  sold 
gratis.  The  women  of  the  state  did  even  more  than  the  i 
No  sacrifice  of  means,  of  time,  of  labor  of  deft  hands — no  st 
gle  of  breaking  heart,  was  too  much  for  those,  who,  with  1 
blessings  and  their  prayers,  were  sending  fathers,  husbands,  s 
brothers  and  lovers  to  battle  to  save  the  country.  Wive 
Senators,  Representatives,  and  men  in  high  place — women  oj 
sition,  of  comfort,  left  their  ease  to  sew  and  labor  for  the  ec 
ing  soldiers.  In  six  days,  the  women  of  Burlington,  with  '. 
Senator  Grimes  at  their  head,  made  three  hundred  soldiers*  c 
and  haversacks.  It  was  the  same  in  every  town  and  village 
hamlet  in  the  state — the  "  Woman's  Relief  Corps"  being  al^ 
the  first  and  noblest  organization  of  the  place. 

The  chnrch,  with  the  press,  took  up  the  patriotic  son^ 
over  the  state.    Ringing  sermons  of  patriotism  were  preai 
from  every  pulpit.    Every  prayer  ended  with  a  benedictioo 
the  soldiers  going  to  the  front.    To  serve  the  state,  at 
hour,  was  to  serve  the  Lord.    The  patriotism  of  the  land  was 
religion  of  the  land.    Sermons  were  preached  by  men  like  ^ 
liam  Salter  of  Burlington,  Thomas  Merrill   of  Newton, 
Turner  of  Denmark,  and  scores  of  others,  that  made  men  sh 
der  their  muskets  to  fight  as  they  had  prayed.    The  anti-sla' 
clergy  saw  in  the  action  of  the  Rebels,  the  doom  of  slavery, 
thanked  the  Lord.      The    Wyoming  Conference    resolvec 
"  Whereas,  Divine  Providence  has  taken  the  work  of  emanc 
tion  into  His  own  hands—  therefore  resolved,  that  we  stand 
and  see  the  salvation  of  God." 

There  seemed  but  one  sentiment  abroad.  ^^  How  many  of 
people  of  your  town  are  in  sympathy  with  this  Northern  crus 
on  the  South  ?"  wrote  a  planter  to  a  Northern  wholesale  merchj 
"  we  purchasers  of  your  dry  goods  are  interested  in  knowii 
The  merchant  replied  by  expressing  to  the  planter  a  copy  of 
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town  directory.  The  merchant's  answer  would  have  been  a  tme 
index  just  then  to  the  loyalty  of  every  town  in  Iowa. 

The  first  regiment  was  formed  and  ready  for  the  march  two 
weeks  before  the  time  designated  by  the  Oovernment,  and  many 
companies  all  oyer  the  state  waited  anxiously  for  their  oppor- 
tunity. So  far,  only  the  one  regiment  had  been  demanded,  but 
Qov.  Eirkwood  sent  Senator  Orimes  to  Washington  to  urge 
on  the  President  the  acceptance  of  more  Iowa  troops.  In  the 
meantime,  he  urged  the  people  at  home  to  keep  up  their  mili- 
tary organizations,  and  to  form  from  farm  and  village,  bodies  of 
"  minute  men,"  as  did  our  fathers  in  the  Revolution — neglecting 
neither  plough  nor  anvil,  yet  prepared  to  march  on  an  hour's 
notice.  Uniforms  and  even  arms  were  impossible  to  obtain;  nor 
was  there  even  legal  authority  for  their  purchase,  were  they  ob- 
tainable by  borrowed  money.  At  his  own  risk,  the  Governor 
sent  the  Hon.  Ezekiel  Clark,  himself  a  most  devoted  pat- 
riot, to  Chicago,  to  buy  cloth  for  fifteen  hundred  uniforms. 
He  reckoned  on  the  deft  hands  of  Iowa's  loyal  women  for  their 
making  up  for  nothing.  He  did  not  reckon  in  vain.  ^^  Let  the 
material  be  strong  and  durable,"  he  added  in  his  official  note  to 
Clark.  There  was  to  be  no  shoddy  in  the  coats  of  Iowa  soldiers, 
if  bought  by  her  loyal  Governor,  and  made  by  her  loyal  women. 

The  first  regiment  was  ordered  by  the  War  Department  to 
rendezvous  at  Keokuk.  The  Governor  urged  Davenport  as  the 
better  point,  as  Keokuk  had  no  direct  railroad  east  in  those  days, 
and  not  even  a  line  of  telegraph.  The  change  to  Davenport  was 
not  made,  however.  Keokuk's  proximity  to  the  distracted,  half 
rebel  state  of  Missouri,  made  that  city  a  near  point  to  start  from 
southward.  It  required  a  letter  from  three  to  five  days  to  reach 
Des  Moines,  or  the  center  of  the  state,  and  its  lines  of  communi- 
cation were  poor  in  all  directions.  To  reach  the  interior  of  the 
state  quickly,  the  Burlington  Hawkeye  Company  advertised 
for  a  "  pony  express  "  to  carry  its  papers  from  Eddy vi lie  to  Des 
Moines,  a  distance  of  seventy-five  miles — time  to  be  eight  hours* 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  state  did  a  Governor  have  such  a 
burden,  such  a  varietv  and  such  a  vexation  of  duties.  All  fell 
upon  his  own  personal  shoulders.     He  had  no  aides,  no  stafi; — not 
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even  a  priyate  secretaiy,  at  first, — and  yet  the  pressing  busii 
the  overwhelming  correspondence,  permitted  of  no  delay.  Stei 
raphers  and  type-writers  were  unknown  at  executive  headq 
ters.  Only  an  exceptionally  strong  body,  and  the  kindness 
few  friends  who  volunteered  to  help  in  the  corresponde 
made  it  possible  for  the  accumulating  business  to  be  put 
along.  A  quiet,  simple  peace  establishment  had  suddenly  th 
upon  it  the  burdens  of  a  war  footing.  The  cry  for  "  muskc 
"more  muskets,^^  came  up  from  every  quarter  of  the  state, 
there  were  no  muskets  to  send.  "  For  God^s  sake  send  us  ari 
wrote  the  Governor  to  Simon  Cameron  on  the  29th  of  A 
1861.  "  I  ask  for  nothing  but  arms  and  ammunition — we  1 
the  men  to  use  them.  Three  regiments  are  waiting,  and 
thousand  guns  are  required  at  once.^' 

The  Adjutant  GeneraVs  office  was  as  much  overrun  with 
new  business  as  was  the  office  of  the  chief  executive;  but 
tunately  it,  too,  was  filled  by  a  zealous  patriot  and  a  compe 
man.  No  labor  was  too  great,  no  sacrifice  too  much,  for 
patriotism  of  Jesse  Bowen,  lowa^s  Adjutant  General  at 
breaking  out  of  the  battle  storm. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  the  First  regiment  of  Iowa  infantry 
unt^ers  was  ordered  into  rendezvous  at  Keokuk,  by  the  Gover 
The  Captains  of  the  ten  companies  were,  Matthies,  Mahai 
Mason,  Cummins,  Streaper,  Cook,  Gottschalk,  Wise,  Wentz 
Herron.  Some  of  these  names  became  famous  as  the 
went  on,  and  scores  of  the  private  soldiers  comprising  the  r 
ment  earned  honorable  commissions  at  the  mouths  of  r 
cannon.  Mr.  I.  K.  Fuller  went  with  the  regiment  as  Chapl 
and  Mrs.  Fuller  was  the  first  regimental  nurse  to  voluntee 

the  state. 

Tenders  of  volunteer  companies'  reached  the  Governor  dj 
and  the  urgings  for  their  acceptance  for  the  country's  deft 
were  little  short  of  angry  declarations,  so  eager  were  all  for 
fray.  The  War  Department  thought  it  had  no  peed  for  n 
than  a  thousand  men  from  Iowa,  and  the  Governor  was  gre 
embarrassed  as  to  what  to  do  with  so  many  companies  pres: 
for  acceptance.    He  had  not  yet  secured  proper  arms,  spit 
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efforts  made  in  e^ery  direction  to  buy  in  the  market,  or  even 
to  borrow  of  Illinois.  The  money  he  was  borrowing  of  the 
state  banks,  to  meet  urgent  expenses,  was  without  sanction  of 
law,  leaving  him  personally  liable  for  it  all.  All  oyer  the  state, 
companies  were  kept  together  drilling,  their  subsistence  fur- 
nished by  boards  of  supervisors  or  by  patriotic  citizens,  some  of 
whom  not  only  helped  subsist  the  would-be  soldiers,  but  fur- 
nished them  uniforms  at  their  own  expense.  Men  who  could 
not  conveniently  abandon  business  to  volunteer,  feared  no  sacri- 
fice of  labor  and  money  that  could  add  to  the  comforts  of  those 
who  could  volunteer.  The  extent  of  the  patriotism,  the  sacrifices, 
the  courage,  the  great  loyal-heartedness  of  the  men  at  home  in 
Iowa,  who  stood  like  a  bulwark  behind  the  soldiers,  cheering  and 
supporting  them  and  maintaining  their  families,  is  simply  beyond 
reckoning.  Without  this  phenomenal  support,  without  this  loyal 
holding  up  of  the  arms  of  the  soldiers,  success  in  the  war  would 
have  been  impossible.  There  were  as  great  patriots,  as  sacrificing 
men  and  women,  holding  the  plow  and  threading  the  needle  at 
home  in  Iowa,  as  there  were  facing  the  cannon  in  the  South.  Their 
names  should  be  written  in  letters  of  gold.  They  bore  the  sacri- 
fice and  the  heart-breaks  of  war  without  the  excitement  and  the 
glory  of  the  contest  as  reward.  Many  of  them  impoverished 
themselves  that  our  soldiers  might  have  aid — quiet,  duty-doing 
patriots  and  heroes,  whose  names  never  flamed  in  the  bulletins, 
who  did  duty  because  it  was  duty.  Their  names  in  Iowa  are 
legion,  and  a  grateful  state  will  think  of  them,  as  it  thinks  of 
the  sons,  husbands  and  brothers  whom  it  sent  to  the  field. 

Under  the  pressure  of  the  offers  of  companies,  the  Governor 
accepted  a  second  regiment,  without  waiting  on  the  requisition 
of  the  Department  of  War.  It,  too,  was  placed  in  rendezvous 
at  Keokuk,  and  without  arms.  '*  For  God's  sake,  send  us  arms,'' 
telegraphed  the  Governor  to  Simeon  Draper,  President  of  the 
Union  Defense  Committee,  at  New  York,  on  the  2d  of  May. 
'*  Our  First  regiment  has  l)een  in  drill  a  week,  a  thousand  strong. 
It  has  tents  and  blankets,  but  no  arms.  The  Second  regiment  is 
full,  and  drilling.  Send  us  arins.  Ten  thousand  men  can  be 
had,  if  they  can  have  arms." 
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By  the  middle  of  May,  he  had  the  Legislature  of  Iowa  to£^ 
in  extraordinary  session.    What  a  session  it  was!    Half  c 
members  seemed  to  be  dranken  with  mere  words.    Most  of 
were  patriotic,  exuberantly  so,  but  lacking  in  the  commoni 
wisdom  demanded  by  the  gravity  of  the  occasion.    The 
ernor  explained  to  them  briefly  the  causes  of  their  extraordi 
meeting,  and  in  closing  his  address  to  them,  begged  them 
calm,  though  prompt  and  thorough.    ^^  Let  us  look  our  s 
tion  squarely  in  the  face,  and  address  ourselves  to,  and  d( 
duty  like  men  who  believe  that  while  we  hold  to  our  fat 
faith,  and  tread  in  our  fathers^  steps,  the  God  of  our  fai 
will  stand  by  us  in  the  time  of  our  trial,  as  he  stood  by  the 
the  time  of  theirs.^* 

A  resolution  and  a  promise  to  sustain  the  Government  t< 
extent  of  every  man  in  the  state  and  by  the  pledge  of  mom 
any  extent  required,  passed  by  the  unanimous  voice  of 
Assembly.  There  seemed  to  be  no  end  at  first  to  the  unanii 
and  jubilant  patriotism  expressed  in  every  act,  and  in  e 
resolve  of  those  politicians.  Unfortunately  for  certain  of  t 
pretended  patriots,  their  first  resolves  were  dishonest,  and  \ 
loud  speeches  as  to  duty  and  loyalty,  but  empty  declarat 
When  the  important  measure  of  the  session  came  up,  the 
viding  of  a  loan  of  $800,000,  to  put  the  state  on  a  decent 
footing,  many  of  the  old  Democrats,  true  to  their  instinct 
the  protection  of  slavery  and  wrong,  voted  against  the  bill. 

Twenty-four  Democrats,  and  not  one  Republican,  vote( 
leave  the  state  of  Iowa  in  a  defenseless  condition,  when 
slave-holders'  Rebellion  had  the  Government  by  the  thi 
The  opponents  of  the  loan  bill  were:  Beal,  Bracewell,  ] 
nett,  Campbell,  Justus  Clark  of  Des  Moines,  Conner,  Cu 
Doggett,  Dunlavey,  J.  C.  Hall  of  Des  Moines,  Hotchkiss,  . 
nings,  Jones,  Lelacheur,  McCuUough  of  Jackson,  Reed,  Ri( 
M.  W.  Robinson  of  Des  Moines,  Stevens,  Taylor,  Whits 
Williams,  and  Williamson  of  Warren. 

This  vote  was  the  test  of  the  loyalty  of  many  of  the  lea 
of  the  old  democratic  party  in  Iowa — of  men  who  went  to 
Assembly  under  the  cloak  of  patriotism,  promising  that 
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iisues — only  duty  to  country— should  be  buried.  As  usual,  by 
their  Totes  they  were  misrepresentiiig  the  feeling  of  the  people 
who  honored  them  with  seats  in  the  Assembly,  for  at  that  hour 
the  masses  of  the  democratic  people  of  Iowa  were  disposed  to 
be  loyal  to  their  country.  For  seven  days  the  members  of  the 
House  kept  their  senses.  Then  commenced  a  series  of  proposi- 
tions looking  to  "conventions" — to  "compromise,"  supported,  too, 
by  not  a  few  loyal  Republicans  who  forgot  for  the  moment  that 
there  could  be  no  compromise,  no  convention  with  traitors  in  arms, 
so  long  as  the  laws  of  the  land  were  set  at  defiance.  A  treaty  of 
peace  with  a  band  of  robbers  would  have  been  as  proper  and  just 
as  a  convention  with  Rebels  who  claimed  that  the  Government 
no  longer  existed.  Judge  Hall  of  Burlington,  though  a  well 
meaning  man,  sought  to  have  a  committee  sent  to  Missouri  to 
treat  with  Gov.  Jackson,  one  of  the  first  men  to  betray  his  own 
state.  Hall  forgot,  apparently,  how  absolute  too,  is  the  clause 
in  our  Constitution,  forbidding  states  to  enter  into  treaties  and 
alliances  with  one  another.  Senator  Duncombe  urged  the  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  entirely,  as  did  numerous  of  his  asjsociates,  who 
lacked  but  the  opportunity  to  prove  that  their  loyalty  was  only 
feigned.  The  session  voted  the  $800,000  loan,  in  spite  of  the 
villainous  opposition.  It  re-organized  the  militia  of  the  state, 
voted  money  for  the  purchase  of  five  thousand  stand  of  arms, 
five  thousand  dollars  for  the  building  of  an  arsenal  at  Des  Moines, 
— and  then,  fortunately  for  its  own  credit,  the  members  adjourned 
and  went  home.  Its  proceedings  and  debates  had  sounded  more 
like  a  "peace''  congress  than  an  assembly  of  deputies  of  a  people 
hound  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  the  law,  and  the  Union  of  the 
States — not  by  compromise,  now,  but  by  the  cannon  and  the 
sword. 

It  was  not  a  month  till  the  opponents  of  putting  down  the 
Rebellion  by  force,  came  out  under  their  true  colors  in  Iowa. 
They  had  been  patriots  none  of  the  time.  Shortly  the  Halls, 
the  Masons,  the  Palmers,  the  Byingtons,  the  Van  Bennetts,  the 
Neguses,  the  Buncombes,  the  Johnsons,  the  Mahoneys,  the  Clag- 
getts  and  all  the  rest  who  secretly  or  openly  sympathized  with 
the  traitors  who  were  preparing  to  slay  Iowa's  brave  sons  in 
I.  W.  T. 
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battle,  ranked  themselyes  in  line  as  a  wing  of  the  democn 
party  in  Iowa.  It  was  not  the  true  democratic  party,  for  t 
was  loyal  still,  spite  of  its  suffsring  for  the  sins  of  its  allies  i 
bosom  friends.  By  midsummer  of  1861,  the  Iowa  snakes  c< 
menced  to  crawl  out  and  spit  their  venom  on  the  Union  sold 
It  was  a  patient,  long-forbearing  people  in  Iowa  then,  that 
not  rise  in  its  wrath  and  swing  these  worst  opponents  of  tl 
country  from  the  nearest  gallows.  Possibly,  the  ignominy  t 
was  to  follow  Iowa  ^^  Copperheads^^  (a  title  they  were  soon  tc 
known  by),  through  life,  was  a  punishment  worse  than  det 
To  them,  however,  disgrace  and  ignominy  seemed  nothi 
Whatever  they  could  do  to  discourage  volunteering,  or  to  ci 
pie  the  state  or  general  government,  was  done.  In  the  very  d 
when  our  armies  were  struggling  with  disaster  at  Bull  Bun, 
Iowa  Copperheads  were  in  council  resolving  against  the  Ic 
actions  of  the  administration.  On  the  22d  of  July,  when  ' 
Bull  Bun  cannon  were  not  yet  cool,  the  branch  of  the  dei 
cratic  party  called  the  '^  Mahoney  Wing,^^  met  in  convention 
Des  Moines,  and  declared  the  $800,000  state  loan  unconsti 
tional,  any  effort  at  coercion  of  the  Bebels  as  little  less  tl 
crime,  and  denounced  the  President. 

It  was  in  proper  keeping  with  the  sentiments  of  this  conv 
tioD,  held  in  the  interests  of  the  Bebels,  that  a  rebel  flag-raisi 
by  one  hundred  secessionists  should  have  taken  place  about 
same  time  in  the  little  town  of  Ossian.  In  Marion  county, 
the  10th  of  July,  1861,  one  of  these  opposition  meetings  resol 
that:  ^  Under  the  administration  of  President  Lincoln, 
^^  behold  our  beloved  country  distracted  at  home,  and  disgra 
"  abroad. 

"  Commerce  paralyzed  I  ^ 

''Trade  annihilated!" 

'' Coasts  blockaded !" 

"  Rivers  shut  up  !  " 

"  The  Constitution  trampled  under  foot!'^ 

''  Citizens  imprisoned!  " 

"  Laws  suspended! " 

" Legislatures  overawed  by  bayonets!" 
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^' Debts  repudiaiedy^  and 

^^  States  invaded  and  disfnemberedT^ 

No  party  in  South  Carolina  could  have  passed  resohitiona 
more  treasonable. 

The  anticipated  result  naturally  followed  the  expression  of 
such  sentiments  by  party  leaders.  The  more  i^^norant  of  the 
copperhead  party,  for  a  party  it  had  really  become,  now  sincerely 
believed  the  administration  guilty  of  great  crimes.  Obstacles 
were  thrown  in  its  way,  and  in  the  way  of  every  loyal  movement 
in  the  state.  Disorganizers,  and  the  discontented  of  every  kind, 
vagabonds  and  ruffians  out  of  the  old  democratic  party,  allied 
themselves  with  the  traitors^  camp,  and  shortly  the  copperhead 
party  of  Iowa  became  little  better  than  a  band  of  conspirators. 
Their  meetings  were  held  in  secret,  and  their  deeds  were  more 
dangerous  and  venomous,  a  hundred  fold,  than  the  open,  armed 
rebellion  in  the  South.  No  wonder  the  survivors  of  that  igno- 
minious band,  the  copperhead  party  of  Iowa,  after  twenty-five 
years,  hide  their  faces  in  shame  at  the  mention  of  its  name. 
From  their  children's  children  they  would  ward  the  stigma 
attaching  to  the  name  of  an  ^'  lowaCopperhead/' 

One  day  only  after  the  convention  of  the  Copperheads  at  Des 
Moines,  the  so-called  *'*'  Union  "  convention  met,  and  proved  an 
utter  failure.  The  real  object  of  this  body  was  to  try  and 
rehabilitate  the  old  democratic  party,  then  in  bad  odor,  and  in 
fearful  danger  of  dissolution,  owing  to  the  disloyalty  of  a  whole 
wing  of  its  organization.  The  few  Republicans  cajoled  into 
aiding  the  measure  received  their  reward  in  defeat  and  ridicule. 
The  republican  party  was  "  Union "  enough  for  real,  honest 
patriots,  and  the  Mahoney  Democrats  treasonable  enough  for 
the  disloyal.  Only  twenty  counties  were  in  auy  way  represented 
at  the  convention.  What  the  real  intentions  of  the  promoters 
of  the  so-called  Union  party  were,  was  pointed  out  to  the  Gov- 
ernor in  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Beck.* 

♦FoiiT  MADI80N.  Miiy  2:W,  1861. 
Hon.  S.  J.  Kirk  WOOD.  Des  Moinrs: 

Dfnr  Sir:  I  humbly  conceive  that  the  principles  of  slavery  restrictiOQ, 
which  yoii  and  1,  in  common  with  all  republicans,  esteem  of  such  vital  impor- 
taDct>.  and  to  Rustain  and  establish  which  we  have  for  years  labored,  and  ser- 
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While  the  midnight  assassins  of  the  copperhead  party  wei 
holding  their  first  secret  conclaves,  in  July,  1861,  the  Governc 
of  Iowa  was  in  Washington  City  begging  of  the  governmeii 
more  and  better  arms  for  his  brave  men.  The  action  of  tl 
staters  opponents  here  in  Iowa,  together  with  the  outrageoi 

ered  all  political  connections  not  consistent  therewith,  are  now  in  mo 
dan^r  or  destruction  and  overthrow  than  at  any  time  since  they  ha^ 
become  questions  dividing  the  political  parties  of  tne  country;  and  that 
we  are  saved  &om  non-intervention  Crittenden  Compromise  or  soinethii 
worse,  it  must  be  done  by  the  steady  and  firm  portion  of  the  republicans 
a  rigid  adherence  to  our  platform. 

I  am  well  satisfied  that  a  large  (very  large)  proportion  of  democratic  lea 
ers  in  Iowa  are  pro-slavery  in  principle  and  feeling.  I  judge  the  whole  ma 
by  those  around  me.  Their  leadmg  journals  plainly  indicate  it.  At  th 
time  these  papers  and  politicians  advocate  a  union  of  parties — the  throwii 
away  of  party  platforms  and  organizations,  and  the  inauguration  of  a  grai 
Union  party,  to  embrace  all  of  those  who  now  support  the  government.  Su< 
is  their  talk  here  and  they  have  enlisted  quite  a  number  of  weak,  kind  ai 
aspiring  republicans  into  their  way  of  thinking  and  talking.  Where  this 
done  I  am  well  satisfied  that  at  the  firnt  show  of  a  white  flag,  and  a  demai 
for  a  parley  by  the  rebels,  every  prominent  democrat  will  be  iPor  a  settleme 
of  the  trouble  upon  any  terms  favorable  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  be  th 
the  Crittenden  Compromise  or  anything  even  worse,  if  it  can  be  thought  c 
They  will  carry  theur  new  formed  Union  party  with  them  and  the  war  w 
be  ended  and  slavery  will  be  nationalized,  1  am  brought  to  this  way  • 
thinking  from  the  fact  that  I  know  the  hearts  of  prominent  democrats  a 
not  in  the  war — they  are  continually  talking  of  a  humane,  brotherly  ai 
defensive  war,  and  wondering  and  surmising  what  will  be  the  state 
things  when  it  is  ended — they  are  always  ready  to  criticise  unfav( 
ably  the  acts  of  the  Government  and  her  officers,  as  they  did  in  t 
Camp  Jackson  affair.  If  a  word  be  said  against  the  evils  of  slavei 
or  in  favor  of  slavery  restriction,  they  throw  up  their  hands  in  hon 
and  charge  Republicans  with  an  intention  of  interfering  with  the  Co 
Htitutional  rights  of  the  South — they  are  continually  abusing  and  findii 
fault  with  republican  officials  and  prominent  republican  politiciai 
Your  own  case  is  a  fair  illustration.  They  have  more  abuse  for  y 
than  they  have  for  Claib.  Jackson.  Such  is  the  spirit  of  the  papers  a 
leaders  of  the  democracy,  and  all  the  time  they  are  advocating  union  of  pi 
ties,  and  such  stuff.  Now  many  republicans  have  been  silly  enough  to 
caught  in  the  trap  set  for  them,  and  are  aiding  these  pro-slavery  demagogi 
to  overthrow  our  ^arty  and  our  principles.  This  thmg  must  be  averted 
we  will  end  in  being  tied  hand  and  foot  and  delivered  over  to  the  Phil 
tines.  If  our  party  tstkes  a  proper  stand  and  openly  declares  for  the  prin 
pies  of  our  platform,  and  that,  come  what  may,  we  intend  to  enforce  the 
the  greater  proportion  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  democracy  will  be  with  i 
and  the  leaders  will  be  left  on  the  old  rotten  hu)k  to  go  to  the  bottom  w 
it.  But  if  we  ioin  in  union  with  them  our  true  men  will  be  turned  out 
positions  of  puolic  trust  and  then  wire  pullers  put  in,  and  the  end  of  1 
matter  will  be  that  these  pro-slavery  leaders  of  the  democracy  will  have  1 
settling  of  the  vital  and  most  important  questions  which  will  be  brou( 
forth  when  the  rebels  are  conquered.  I  will  not  be  a  party  to  any  m( 
which  will  give  power  or  influence  to  the  rotten  pro-slavery  politicians  of  t 
democratic  party. 

Yours,  etc., 

J.  M.  Beck 
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conduct  of  some  of  their  sympathizers,  led  on  by  the  New  York 
Herald  in  the  East,  had  made  the  sale  of  Iowa  bonds,  authorized 
by  the  Legislature,  an  impossibility.  The  Oovernor  advertised 
them  in  all  eastern  markets — still  sales  could  not  be  had,  and 
the  first  regiments  in  camp  were  clothed  and  fed  by  money  bor- 
rowed on  the  personal  security  of  Gov.  Kirkwood,  the  Hon. 
Hiram  Price,  and  the  Hon.  Ezekiel  Clark.  A  trio  of  better  pat- 
riots never  existed.  Not  in  years  did  the  old  soldiers  in  camp 
forget  those  who  proved  benefactors  when  their  state  and  them- 
selves were  in  distress. 

The  diflSculties  of  organizing  the  new  regiments,  when  only 
money  borrowed  on  individual  security  could  be  obtained,  and 
when  the  enemies  of  the  country  in  Iowa  were  secretly  hinder- 
ing volunteering,  continued.  To  make  the  matter  worse  still, 
numerous  disappointed  and  discontented  Republicans  joined  in 
the  democratic  cry  for  the  abandonment  of  the  republican 
party,  and  the  organizing  of  the  so  called  ^^ Union  ^^  party;  as  if 
the  old  republican  party  were  itself  not  thoroughly  union,  and 
intensely  loyal. 

''  It  is  a  dishonest  cr^-,  this  ^  Union  ^  business,  and  hypocritical 
patriotism,"  wrote  a  republican  leader  to  the  Governor.  "  The 
masses  of  the  Democrats  may  be  all  right — their  leaders  are  not. 
De  Tocqueville  once  said;  '  There  is  no  patriotism  among  party 
leaders  in  America — that  is  all  confined  to  the  people.'  The  past 
few  months  prove  this  to  be  true  as  to  the  democratic  party. 
The  ungovernable  loyal  impulse  of  our  whole  people  has  coin- 
j>elled  these  democratic  leaders  to  make  a  pretense  of  loyalty. 
It  is  a  pretense  only;  events  will  prove  it.  Republicans  are  now, 
and  always  were,  loyal  to  the  Union.  These  democratic  politi- 
cians have  professed  the  same  feeling — yet,  now  the  crisis  comes, 
and  they  cry,  '  Give  us  the  offices;  join  us  in  a  Union  party,  or 
we  desert  to  the  enemy.'  Down  with  such  hypocrisy!  Let  us 
^o  straight  ahead  in  the  ri^ht.  Let  the  Democrats  follow  if 
they  will;  if  not,  let  them  go  down/' 

The  Republicans  who  allowed  themselves  to  be  deceived  and 
cajoliMl  by  this  dishonest  cry  of  a  Union  party,  Hv^mI  to  see  their 
mistake,  and  how  very  near  they  came  to  being  simply  disloyal. 
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Honest  and  patriotic  Democrats  who  detested  the  copper 
wing  of  their  own  party,  were  as  little  to  he  deceived  as  * 
true  Republicans,  by  this  game  to  advance  party  hacks  at 
expense  of  honesty.    They  did  not  wait  for  the  tried  and 
Republicans  to  come  over  to  them  in  some  sort  of  a  has 
^^  Union,^^  but  promptly  entered  the  republican  camp  by  th< 
ands,  regardless  as  to  party  name,  or  no  name,  and  by  th< 
ands  acted  with  them,  volunteered  with  them,  bravely  fou 
with  them,  and  by  thousands  died  with  them  on  the  fielc 
battle. 

On  the  4th  of  July  the  national  Congress  assembled  in  e: 
session.    President  Lincoln  had  delayed  calling  it  together,  p 
cipally  because  of  vacancies  that  could  not  be  filled  ear 
The  pitiable  spectacle  was  soon  offered  of  national  Repres< 
tives  at  the  Nation^s  capital,  offering  to  trade  with  tret 
What  had  been  done  or  proposed,  in  the  Assembly  of  Iowa, 
repeated  at  Washington,  on  a  larger  and  more  nefarious  s 
Many  of  the  Rebels  themselves  dared  to  retain  their  seal 
Congress  for  a  time,  the  better  to  aid  treason,  and  the  Repi 
cans  of  the  North  dared  to  permit  the  infamy.    There  is  e^ 
reason  to  believe  that  had  the  Rebels  delayed  firing  on  Sun 
until  Congress  met,  there  would  have  been  no  war,  such  a  cr< 
of  compromising  conciliators  had  the  national  Representat 
from  the  North  become.    With  such  delay,  the  Rebels  mi 
have  received  all  they  wished  or  dared  to  demand  from 
United  States  Congress,  and  have  left  the  Union  in  peace. 
hand  of  Protidtnce  toas  in  it  all — the  Union  teas  to  be  saved ^ 
slavery  was  to  perish. 

While  Congress  was  paralyzed  with  fear,  and  offering  to  c 
promise  with  traitors,  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  was  crowi 
events  along  to  the  last  appeal.  Bull  Run  alarmed  the  North, 
it  also  roused  the  people  to  the  true  and  awful  meaning  of  ^ 
Two  mighty  mobs  of  untrained  men  had  met,  and  the  N< 
had  suffered  ignominy  and  defeat.  lowa^s  answer  to  the  a\ 
tidings,  was  the  quick  assembling  of  more  regiments  of  tro 
Within  a  month  from  "Bull  Run,  Iowa  had  seven  thousand  i 
in  the  field,  principally  in  Missouri,  and  some  five  thousand 
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fantry  and  cavalry  in  rendezYOus  at  Burlington,  Iowa  City, 
Davenport,  Eeokak  and  Dubuque.  '' ThiSy^  said  the  Oovemor 
shortly  afterward  to  some  complainers,  ^^  is  what  your  state  au- 
thorities have  done  without  money  to  do  it  with/^  for  the  bonds 
were  still  unsold.  Again  Gk>T.  Eirkwood  made  a  vain  struggle  to 
find  a  market  for  the  state  securities,  so  as  to  have  money  to  pay 
the  debts  and  to  buy  arms  for  those  who  were  defending  our 
western  line  from  the  Indians,  for  by  that  time  the  Indians  had 
been  instigated  to  border  disturbances.  Tired  of  trying  to  push 
the  bonds  in  other  markets,  he  made  an  appeal  to  the  people  of 
Iowa  to  step  forward  and  relieve  the  state  by  buying  them 
themselves.  On  the  very  day  of  the  battle  of  Bull  Bun  he  was 
writing  to  Col.  John  Edwards,  to  urge  the  people  of  his  part  of 
the  state  to  buy  as  many  bonds  as  their  means  would  allow, 
and  so  relieve  the  diflSiculty.  The  bonds  offered  were  of  the 
9800,000  authorized  by  the  Legislature,  bore  seven  per  cent  in- 
terest, and  were  good;  but  men  seemed  more  ready  to  offer  their 
lives  to  the  service  of  the  state,  than  to  lend  money.  Hence,  the 
embarassment  continued,  relieved  only  by  the  quick  acceptance 
of  the  Iowa  troops  on  the  part  of  the  General  Gbvemment,  and 
its  assumption  of  expenses. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  WAR  GOVERNOR— MUSTERING  FOR  THE  CONFLICT- 

CONTINUED. 

It  was  shortly  after  the  Bull  Run  days,  July  25th,  thai 
s^pointmeDt  was  made  in  Iowa  that  was  to  reflect  honor  on 
State,  and  to  be  of  immense  bearing  on  the  interests  and 
happiness  of  Iowa  volunteers.  It  was  Gov.  Kirkwo 
appointment  of  Nathaniel  B.  Baker  to  the  position  of  Adjui 
General  of  the  State.  Like  Kirkwood,  General  Baker  seei 
born  for  the  important  place  he  was  about  to  fill;  and  his  p£ 
otism,  and  the  importance  of  his  career  were  scarcely  second 
that  of  the  Governor  himself.  Adjutant  General  Bowen 
resigned,  with  the  thanks  of  the  Executive  for  his  patriot] 
zeal  and  ability. 

From  the  hour  of  Baker's  entrance  to  the  office  till  the  da} 
his  death,  long  years  afterward,  every  pulsation  of  his  heart 
in  unison  with  the  interests  of  the  soldiers  of  the  state, 
his  wonderful  executive  ability,  his  zeal,  his  patience,  his  love 
the  Iowa  soldiers,  his  fitness  for  the  place,  too  much  could 
be  written,  and  his  history  becomes  linked  with  that  of  the  \ 
Governor  and  the  Iowa  soldiers  from  that  day  forth.  His  wat 
fulness  for  every  single  interest  of  the  Iowa  men  in  the  ' 
became  proverbial.  He  called  the  Iowa  soldiers  his  "  boys,"  ; 
no  sacrifice  of  his  own,  of  time,  of  labor,  or  thoughtful  in 
nuity  to  make  their  welfare  better,  was  ever  spared.  Whs 
blessing  it  was  for  the  men  of  Iowa  in  the  field,  that  just  si 
a  man,  with  such  a  heart,  had  charge  of  their  interests  at  ho 
While  the  soldiers  were  in  rendezvous,  and,  to  a  large  ext 
while  at  the  front,  his  vigilance  seemed  endless  for  their  welf j 
Many  a  field  officer  has  been  quickly  led  to  repeal  some  arbitr 
rule  affecting,  unjustly,  some  Iowa  regiment  or  soldier.  Man 
military  martinet,  mistreating  some  volunteer,  has  felt  the  qui 
hot  auger  of  General  Baker.  Many  an  Iowa  officer,  forgett 
that  among  Iowa  troops  a  private  soldier  was  as  good  as  an  ( 
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cer,  has  been  forced  by  General  Baker  to  drop  his  arrogance, 
bom  of  his  petty  aathority,  and  to  treat  his  soldiers  like  men 
and  patriots.  Many  a  field  general  has  quaked  at  the  red  hot 
words,  the  prompt  demand  for  justice  to  Baker's  ^^  boys/'  tele- 
graphed whenever  an  injustice  or  a  wrong  was  heard  of.  Hun- 
dreds of  letters  on  file  show  that  the  War  Department  itself 
was  more  than  once  forced  to  alter  the  course  of  the  Department, 
or  of  its  officers  in  the  field,  toward  Iowa  soldiers. 

Baker  was  a  hater  of  wrong  and  of  injustice,  and  immeasurably 
more  so  if  exercised  toward  an  Iowa  soldier.  Thousands  of 
these  soldiers  he  knew  personally,  followed  them  with  his  heart  to 
the  field  of  battle,  cheered  them  in  distress  or  defeat,  applauded 
them  in  victory,  and,  in  a  hundred  directions,  strove  to  alleviate 
the  wants  of  the  loved  ones  they  had  left  behind.  The  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  veterans  of  that  war  can  scarcely  realize  what 
a  friend  their  fathers  had  in  him  who  mustered  and  sent  them 
forth  to  the  field  of  battle.  His  zeal  for  the  soldiers^  interests 
was  so  great,  his  heart  so  warm  for  them  and  their  cause,  his 
ability  for  the  duties  of  the  post  he  filled  so  immense,  no  failure 
followed  any  efforts  of  his,  made  for  the  well-being  of  an  Iowa 
volunteer.  He  succeeded  always  in  what  he  undertook.  In  the 
n^giments,  in  the  army,  in  the  departments  at  Washington — 
everywhere,  he  was  considered  the  ideal  of  an  Adjutant  General; 
and  his  business  methods  and  his  office  were  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment itself,  pronounced  about  the  most  thorough  and  complete 
of  any  managed  during  that  four  years'  war  in  the  United  States. 

He  was  not  a  tyro  in  executive  affairs,  when  the  war  broke 
out.  He  had  been  a  man  of  experience.  As  a  boy  of  seventeen, 
he  had  entered  Harvard  College,  in  his  native  State,  and  gradu- 
ated with  honor.  He  had  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Franklin 
Pierce,  afterward  President  of  the  United  States.  lie  had  been 
ji  suecessf  111  journalist,  a  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  a  Representative 
in  the  Legislature,  and  twice  Speaker  of  the  House,  by  the  time 
he  w.u«  tliirtv-thre<.*  years  of  ajje.  Before  another  four  years  he 
was  Governor  of  the  state  of  New  lljiiupshire;  and  a  mere  polit- 
ical accident,  or  rather  a  feeliug  of  high  honor,  prevented  his 
securing  the  democratic  nomination  for  President  of  tin*  United 
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States.  The  Presideacy,  it  was  decided,  shoul 
Hampshire.  In  a  state  nominating  caucus,  th 
almost  a  tie  between  him  and  Pierce.  Saker  hel( 
vote,  and  cast  it  against  himself.  This  was  the  m 
fortune  gave  to  Iowa  to  fill  her  second  most  imp 
the  dajTS  of  peril.  No  soldier  in  Iowa  ever  dou 
that  post  was  filled.  His  strong  hand  was  shown 
event  connected  with  the  war.  The  military 
manded  the  Iowa  soldiers  at  the  front.  G 
and  Gen.  Baker  held  the  reserves — supplied  t 
made  lowa^s  succe.«  and  honor  in  the  war  a  possii 

Baker  resolved  to  have,  as  far  as  possible,  only 
Iowa  regiments — men  good  and  brave,  as  wel 
About  his  first  telegram  to  the  Secretary  of  Wai 
of  the  Second  Iowa  cavalry.  "^  Do  you  oflScer  th 
he  telegraphed,  ^^  If  so,  send  us  good  men.^^  Th 
complied  with,  for  some  of  the  gallant  Second  c 
distinguished  officers,  and  three  of  them  left  t 
stars  on  their  shoulders. 

Baker  watched  even  the  smallest  details  cor 
troops  going  to  the  front.  A  Mississippi  steam 
carrying  soldiers  under  contract,  wished  also  to  ti 
^'Tes,^*  telegraphed  Baker,  '^take  the  freight  on  i 
but  if  you  do,  you  take  no  Iowa  soldiersj' 

It  was  the  middle  of  July,  1861,  before  the  mi 
the  North  seemed  to  be  commencing  the  war  in 
i  authorities  had  been  driven  and  stung  by  patric 

press  and  people  to  ^^do  something.^*     There  h 
!  *  engagements  with  varying  results,  in  West  Virgin 

Fairfax  Court  House,  Falling  Waters,  Laurel  ] 
Ford  and  other  points;  and  slight  encounters  : 
Fulton  and  Carthage,  Missouri;  but  none  of  thes 
been  called  battles  a  year  later.  Not  battles, 
encounters  made  history  in  the  days  of  the  Revoli 
cival  war  they  were  swallowed  up  in  the  greater  ev 
Then  came  Bull  Run.  Iowa  had  not  a  single 
battle.    In  two  days.  Baker  stepped  into  the  Adja 
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office,  and  the  war  tocsin  sounded  louder  and  louder  oyer  every 
prairie,  farm  and  hillside  in  the  state.  What  if  Bull  Run  were 
a  disaster?  Even  disaster  was  better  than  the  humiliating,  cow- 
ardly attitude  the  Government  had  been  so  long  pursuing.  Its 
hands  had  been  tied;  there  was  no  altematiye,  no  policy.* 
Now,  it  was  going  to  fight.  Talk  of  compromise  was  ended,  and 
Uie  battle  brought  ten  times  as  many  yolnnteers  to  the  front  as 
had  been  lost  in  the  defeat. 

Baker^s  first  official  letter  but  one  was  to  Col.  Add.  Sanders, 
directing  him  to  hurry  together  the  companies  then  forming  in 
the  river  counties  near  Davenport — to  consolidate  and  organize 
them  at  once,  to  meet  the  President's  new  call  for  800,000  men. 
At  the  same  time,  Wm.  B.  Allison,  then  an  aide  on  the  staff  of 
Gov.  Eirkwood,  was  ordered  by  Baker  to  organize  and  accept 
companies  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  all  the  counties  north  of 
Dubuque.  The  Hon.  Caleb  Baldwin  was  aiding  loyally  and 
energetically  in  a  similar  capacity  in  the  counties  along  the 
Missouri  river. 

Sanders's,  Baldwin's  and  Allison's  duties  were  important,  and 
energetically  performed.  A  little  trouble  was  had  by  Mr.  Alli- 
son in  buying  blankets  with  Iowa  bonds,  for  use  of  the  men  so 
rapidly  volunteering.  There  was  no  other  money  to  buy  with, 
but  somehow  the  cold-blooded  patriots  of  a  part  of  the  north  part  of 
the  state  declined  to  act.  Possibly  they  were  raising  liberty  poles 
at  Ossian.  Mr.  Allison  had  very  good  backing,  however.  His 
chief,  Adjt.  Genl.  Baker,  sent  him  word  to  ask  once  more 
for  blankets,  and  if  not  forthcoming,  some  troops  would  be  sent 

•Dubuque. 
Friend  Kirkwood: 

I  think  you  should  have  no  hesitancy  in  allowing  your  name  to  l>e  used 
(for  Governor)  on  our  state  ticket  I  am  satisfied  no  one  will  so  well  meet 
the  public  expectation  as  yourself,  and  we  may  need  all  the  strength  possi- 
ble this  fall  to  carry  the  election,  especially  it  the  administration  continues 
in  its  present  do-nothing^  policy.  The  despatches  for  a  few  days  past  seem 
to  indiaite  that  uur  friends  at  Washington  will  do  something  to  stem  the 
tide  of  dissolution  and  save  us,  if  not  from  ruin,  from  demoraliZcition  in  the 
estimation  o^'  our  own  loval  people,  and  from  absolute  disgnut'  in  the  eyes 
of  the  civilized  world.  >Ve  must  have  a  policy  of  some  kmd  soon,  or  our 
party  and  our  country  will  go  down  together. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 

Wm.  B.  Allison. 


60  IOWA  IN  WAR  TIMES. 

at  once  to  that  part  of  Iowa,  and  '"  the  reason  found  out/^ 
blankets  were  soon  boaght  now,  in  abundance. 

By  the  end  of  July,  1861,  nine  Iowa  regiments,  infantry 
cavalry,  were  either  in  the  field,  or  in  rendezvous  ready 
going.    Many  of  the  companies  had  been  mustered  in  as  e 
as  May,  and,  indeed,  the  time  of  the  First  infantry  regimen 
"  three-months  "  men  was  about  expired — its  brave  men  w 
ing  to  have  a  good  bout  with  the  enemy  in  Missouri,  before  c 
ing  home  to  disband  and  enter  other  regiments.    The  Sec 
and  Third  regiments  were  also  marching  up  and  down  Missc 
skirmishing  with  the  Rebels  as  often  as  they  could  oven 
them.    The  Second  regiment  had,  in  fact,  been  the  first  to  Ic 
the  state  for  the  seat  of  war,  though  the  First  left  Keokuk 
followed  to  Missouri  on  the  very  next  day,  June  13, 1861, 
the  Third  started  from  Iowa  on  the  29th  of  the  same  mo: 
Col.  John  F.  Bates  commanded  the  First  regiment  at  this  t: 
Hon.  S.  B.  Curtis,  member  of  Congress,  the  Second,  and  Ne 
G.  Williams,  the  Third.    The  Fourth,  with  Col.  Dodge,  altho 
scarcely  organized,  was  already  chasing  Rebels  over  the  line, 
far  from  Council  Blu£b,  while  the  Fifth,  Sixth  and  Seventh 
iments  were  drilling  in  Camp  Warren,  at  Burlington. 

Spite  of  the  new  call,  too  many  companies  were  offering.  ' 
Governor  addressed  the  volunteers  a  circular,  explaining  ] 
Iowa  patriotism  was  overflowing,  and  begged  the  unacce] 
companies  to  have  patience  and  only  wait.  "  This  war,"  he  w 
to  them  on  the  24th  of  June,  '^  cannot  be  put  down  by  pas 
or  excitement,  or  unreasonable  and  blind  haste,  but  by  patie 
calmness,  organized  preparation  and  cool,  fierce  determinat 
The  man  who  to-day  is  at  home  waiting  willingly,  and  prep: 
to  march  when  ordered,  is  doing  his  duty  to  his  country  as  ^ 
as  he  who,  more  fortunate,  is  already  in  the  field."  Wils 
Creek  had  not  yet  been  fought.  Iowa  patriotism  had  been  ti 
but  not  the  heroism  of  her  men. 

To  Simon  Cameron  the  Governor  wrote  on  the  12th  of  Ji 
tendering  the  Second  regiment  of  cavalry.  "  Iowa  is  now  re 
with  applications  of  companies  for  admission  into  the  natic 
service.     Our  people  are  loyal,  patriotic  and  devoted.      T 
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hearts  are  with  you.    Their  prayers  daily  ascend  for  the  Presi- 
dent, the  Cabinet  and  glorious  Gen.  Scott.^^ 

Company  by  company  and  regiment  by  regiment,  the  young 
men  of  the  state  left  for  the  war.  There  was  many  a  pathetic 
scene  as  they  left  their  homes  and  went  forth  to  encounter  the 
perils  of  the  battle  field.  Everywhere  hearts  were  wrung  and 
homes  left  desolate.  This  picture  from  the  Burlington  Hawk- 
eye,  May  8th,  1861,  is  not  more  touching  than  scenes  that  occur- 
red every  day  all  over  the  loyal  state: 

*'  Yesterday  morning,  a  little  after  9  o'clock,  the  whistle  of  the 
Kate  Cassel  was  heard  as  she  neared  our  levee,  and,  at  the  tap  of 
the  drum,  the  ^  Rifles  ^  were  ready,  and  issued  from  their  armory, 
to  give  a  last  parade  on  the  streets  before  they  left.  As  the 
company  passed  along,  they  were  lustily  cheered.  When  they 
turned  to  the  levee,  the  people  hurried  on  before  them,  and  some 
thousands  must  have  occupied  the  spacious  landing.  A  passage 
was  opened,  and  amid  deafening  hurras,  they  marched  to  the 
water's  edge  and  along  the  plank,  every  foot  in  time,  every  face 
sober,  as  if  each  was  engaged  in  a  struggle  with  his  emotions, 
and  wished  to  play  the  man.  By  order  of  the  Captain,  they 
drew  up  in  double  file  on  the  hurricane  deck,  and  as  he  led,  gave 
cheer  after  cheer,  which  was  taken  up  and  answered  by  the 
thousands  on  the  shore.  The  feeling  was  intense,  and  still 
repressed;  but  when  silence  was  restored,  and  the  band  poured 
forth  the  thrilling  notes  of  ^  Home,  Sweet  Home,'  emotions 
strong  and  hardly  controlled  before,  could  be  restrained  no 
longer.  Sobs  broke  from  men  as  well  as  women,  and  tears 
flowed  freely,  as  the  thought  presented  itself  to  each  that  per- 
haps these  brave  fellows  would  never  again  enjoy  the  endear- 
ments of  '  Home,  Sweet  Home.'  May  the  arm  of  the  Highest 
protect  them,  and  in  His  shadow  may  they  trust!  And  if  they 
return,  may  it  be  as  victors,  to  receive  the  laurels  which  respect 
and  affection  will  weave. 

"  So  many  of  the  men  are  young,  and  closely  related  to  our 
citizens,  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  the  ranks.  The  hand 
extended  to  one  was  seized  by  a  dozen,  and  at  last  soldiers  and 
citizens  mingled  in  that  brief,  sad  parting.     We  saw  many  a 
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mother  attempt  to  say  *'  good  bye,*  but  the  result  was  a  bu 
ing  cry  of  anguish,  and  a  bowed  head  upon  the  brave  b* 
shoulder.  The  scene  was  only  terminated  by  the  impera 
signal  to  cast  off.  The  men  hurried  on  board,  pressed  by  tl 
enthusiastic  friends,  some  of  whom  waded  to  the  side  of 
boat,  to  shake  the  hand  that  love  might  clasp  no  more. 

^*  As  the  Kate  Gassel  moved  off,  cheer  after  cheer  broke  fc 
again,  mingled  with  the  cries  of  the  wives  and  mothers,  i 
poor  creature  who  had  looked  long  and  sadly  at  the  boat  as 
lay  to  at  the  landing,  so  soon  as  the  ropes  were  east  off  and 
boat  swung  round  to  the  stream,  uttered  the  most  piteous  c 
of  ^Oh,  my  Charley,  my  child,  my  child  !*  But  her  voice 
soon  drowned  by  that  of  thousands  round  her  who  were  gis 
their  last  adieus  and  blessings  to  those  on  board/* 

What  man  or  woman  then  in  the  state  does  not  call  up  e 
ilar  scenes  that  took  place  in  Iowa  in  those  days  of  the  ^ 
Who  does  not  recall  the  little  grass  plot  of  his  native  town, ; 
the  line  of  brave  boys  standing  there,  mustered  to  say  farei 
to  mother,  father,  sweet-heart  and  wife — while  the  village  pai 
reverently  invoked  God's  blessing  on  their  heads. 

Oh!  the  pain  and  the  anguish.    The  fleeting  years  have 
them  unassuaged.    That  was  the  coin  of  heart  blood,  Iowa  pai( 
preserve  the  Union.    May  that  one  be  doubly  cursed  who  b 
by  act  or  word  endangers  the  ark  saved  by  sacrifice  of 
anguished  hearts  of  women,  and  the  life's  blood  of  men. 

What  the  anguish  of  Iowa  women  was  who  saw  their  lo 
ones  pass  to  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  prison  pen,  will  never 
realized;  their  tears  are  registered  in  heaven.  The  ezc 
ment  and  the  glory  that  hung  about  the  battle  like  a  halo 
their  dear  ones  rushed  to  their  death,  was  not  theirs;  but 
sorrow,  and  the  pain,  as  they  silently  took  their  dead  bodies  f 
embalmed  them  with  their  tears. 


CHAPTER  V. 

IOWA   AT  WILSON'S   CREEK  —  THE   STATED   FIRST  BATTLB. 

August  10,  1861, 

Thb  time  had  come  for  Iowa  soldiers  to  receive  their  baptism 
of  fire.    So  far,  no  Iowa  man  had  met  a  foeman  in  battle. 

Gen.  Nathaniel  Lyon  had  chased  the  rebel  Qen.  Jackson 
out  of  the  little  town  of  Booneville  on  the  Missouri  river,  and 
had  pursued  him  in  a  southwesterly  direction  almost  across  the 
turbulent,  guerilla-tortured  state  of  Missouri.  Gen.  Franz  Sigel 
had  been  ordered  to  Rolla  by  rail,  with  directions  to  march  and 
intercept  the  rebel  Jackson,  if  possible,  somewhere  in  the  neigh- 
borhood  of  Springfield,  and  crush  him  before  reinforcements 
could  reach  him  from  the  Ozark  mountains. 

Gen.  Sigel  met  Jackson  at  the  village  of  Carthage  and, 
after  a  most  spirited  engagement  on  the  open  prairie,  was 
defeated  and  fell  back  to  Springfield.  Here,  his  column  was 
joined  to  the  command  of  Gen.  Lyon,  who,  with  his  First  Iowa 
boys,  First  Kansas,  First  Missouri,  a  couple  of  battalions  of  reg- 
ulars, and  two  regular  batteries,  had  been  pursuing  Jackson 
across  the  state,  in  forced  marches. 

Sigel's  defeat  at  Carthage  had  made  possible  a  junction  vnth 
Jackson  of  some  ten  thousand  Arkansas  and  Texas  troops, 
under  Generals  Price,  McCulloch  and  Pearce. 

Undaunted  by  the  increased  numbers  of  the  enemy,  Lyon 
hurried  forward  on  the  first  of  August  and  dispersed  one  of  the 
detached  columns  of  the  enemy  at  Dug  Springs,  seventeen 
miles  south  of  Springfield. 

Returning  with  his  troops  to  Springfield,  he  paused  to  con-« 
sider  the  danc:erous  dilemma  in  which  his  army  had  been  placed 
by  Gen.  Fremont's  neglect  to  re-enforce  him  from  the  surplus 
troops  at  St.  Louis  and  the  four  regiments  or  more  camped  at 
Rolla.  The  danger  of  the  situation  had  of  course  been  aggra- 
vated by  the  defeat  of    Gen.   Sigel  at  Carthage.      Q^n.  Fre- 
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months  staff  at  St  Louis,  possessed  of  more  gilt  epaulettes  tl 
military  wisdom,  seemed  quite  unconcerned  as  to  the  fate  of 
unsupported  columns  they  had  pushed  into  the  interior  o 
state  filled  with  secessionists  and  guerrillas  and  partially  occuf 
by  a  large  army. 

Possibly  Oen.  Fremont,  so  recently  placed  in  command  of 
district,  with  headquarters  at  St.  Louis,  was  not  altoget 
responsible  for  the  dangerous  situation.  Certainly  he  wa 
patriot,  if  not  a  tried  general.  But  the  troops  about  the  c 
or  arriving,  were  only  half  organized,  and  very  imperfe< 
armed.  The  city  was  a  city  of  secessionists,  spies,  and  n 
sympathizers.  Chaos  reigned,  and  army  headquarters  were  i 
rounded  and  apparently  controlled  by  a  species  of  army  robl 
and  cormorants  who  thought  more  of  a  fat  contract  thai 
Gen.  Lyon^s  devoted  little  army.  Lyon^s  repeated  appeals 
re-enforcements  had  been  in  vain.  No  help  was  even  attemp 
And  yet  there  were  in  front  of  him,  and  preparing  to  overwh 
him,  three  different  columns,  numbering  not  less  than  twc 
thousand  troops.  His  own  little  army  numbered,  all  told, 
and  wounded  included,  but  five  thousand  eight  hundred 
sixty-eight  men.  RoUa,  the  nearest  point  for  help,  was 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  away.  Should  he  retreat  there  at  o 
sacrificing  without  a  blow  the  immense  stores,  and  the  specie  i 
together  in  Springfield,  for  what  purpose,  no  one  knew?  Sh< 
he  sacrifice  the  whole  state  of  Missouri  after  driving  the  Re 
so  far  before  him?  Or  should  he  deliver  battle,  and  by  1 
fight  make  at  least  retreat  possible? 

He  trusted  in  the  heroism  and  patriotism  of  his  men.  ^^ 
if  the  time  of  service  of  the  Iowa  men  had  expired?  One  ap 
to  them  and  they  were  ready.  It  was  not  a  question  of  tim 
pay  with  them,  but  country. 

*' Will  your  First  Iowa  men  stay  and  fight  with  me?" 
Lyon  to  Lt.-Col.  Merritt,  in  a  private  interview  of  the  nint 
August. 

"  Every  man  of  them,"  replied  Merritt. 

That  very  day  the  order  for  the  battle  was  arranged, 
doubting  officers  who  feared  the  policy  of  attacking  numbe 
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oyerwhelming,jielded  to  the  prompt  spirit,  the  recognized 
age,  the  positive  character  of  their  leader.  It  was  but  for 
to  say  the  word,  and  every  man  in  that  little  army  bee 
hero. 

The  united  rebel  army  was  on  Wilson^s  Greek,  but  ten 
away.  They  looked  upon  Lyon^s  destruction  or  capture  as 
question  of  hours.  The  order  to  attack  him  had  already 
given,  but  was  countermanded,  because  of  rain.  Had  it 
carried  out,  the  two  armies  would  have  met  in  the  p 
between  Wilson's  Creek  and  Spnngfield.  Lyon  determic 
be  ahead,  and  to  surprise  the  Rebels  that  very  night  or  b} 
light  of  the  morrow.     He  marched  at  sundown. 

Contrary  to  the  original  plan  of  Qen.  Lyon,  and  contn 
the  advice  of  many  of  the  field  officers,  Oen.  Sigel  rec 
permission  to  take  his  brigade  of  some  two  thousand 
mounted  and  unmounted,  with  six  pieces  of  artillery,  and  c 
for  the  enemy^s  rear  right  flank  by  way  of  the  road  to  Fa^ 
ville.  This  divided  the  union  forces,  already  too  small, 
alone  was  responsible  for  this  mistake.  Gen.  Lyon  was  to  o 
with  the  rest  of  the  army,  including  the  First  Iowa,  and  a 
the  enemy  directly  in  front. 

Quietly,  and  with  muffled  drums,  the  soldiers  marched  thi 
the  darkness.  At  midnight,  Lyon^s  advance  saw  the  fires  o 
enemy^s  pickets.  The  order  to  halt  was  given,  and  the  so 
stretched  themselves  on  the  wet  prairie  grass  to  sleep — to  n 
their  last  night^s  rest — and  to  dream  of  the  combat  of 
morrow. 

The  first  streaks  of  dawn  were  ushered  in  with  the  rati 
musketry.  Our  lines  were  moving  forward,  driving  the  ene 
advance  skirmishers  before  them.  In  an  hour,  the  rising 
was  greeted  with  the  roar  of  Lyon^s  artillery.  The  first 
battle,  in  the  West,  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union, 
begun,  and  the  forces  were  as  five  to  one  against  us. 

The  First  Missouri  infantry  was  immediately  pushed  for 
in  line  of  battle  on  the  crest  of  a  small  hill  or  elevated  pla 
To  its  left,  in  line,  stood  the  men  of  the  First  Kansas,  figl: 
like  hardened  veterans,  while  the  batteries  of  Totten  and  Di 
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hurled  twelve  shells  a  minaie  into  the  thick  ranks  of  the  enemy 
charging  the  union  lines. 

For  an  hour  the  First  Iowa  stood  in  support  of  Dubois^s  bat- 
tery on  the  left,  but  early  in  the  engagement  it  was  hurried  to 
the  help  of  the  First  Kansas,  now  being  overpowered  by  superior 
numbers.  The  regiment  was  under  command  of  Lt.-Go1.  Mer- 
ritt,  Col.  Bates  being  incapacitated  by  illness.  In  this  move 
forward,  two  companies  of  the  regiment  were  separated  from 
the  command  by  the  retreat  of  troops  breaking  through  their 
ranks.  Two  other  companies  had  been  left  with  Dubois^s  bat- 
tery, and  the  remaining  six,  led  by  Lt.-Col.  Merritt,  now  entered 
a  storm  of  battle  that  lasted  for  five  hours. 

The  main  force  of  the  Rebels  occupied  the  broad  valley  of  the 
stream,  and  still  others  a  ridge  beyond,  running  at  right  angles 
to  the  union  line  of  battle.  From  this  ridge  and  valley  poured 
the  masses  of  troops  that  charged  and  re-charged  the  union  lines, 
hoping  by  sheer  force  of  numbers  to  overwhelm  and  drive  back 
flanks  and  center.  It  mattered  little  that  the  ground  was  strewn 
with  their  dead — ten  times  they  charged  that  forenoon,  and  ten 
times  they  were  driven  back  from  the  position  held  by  the  Iowa 
and  Kansas  soldiers  and  the  two  batteries. 

Further  to  the  left,  Capt.  Plummer,  of  the  First  regulars, 
with  a  bare  handful  of  men,  two  hundred  and  fifty  in  number, 
contested  hotly  for  two  hours  with  a  force  five  times  as  strong  as 
his  own.  To  right  and  left  and  front,  the  Iowa  and  Kansas  regi- 
ments, the  men  of  Missouri  and  the  trained  regulars  contended 
desperately  with  masses  of  fresh  troops  hurled  upon  them  after 
every  defeated  charge. 

Sigel's  column,  at  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  had  been  ignomini- 
ously  defeated  earlj  in  the  morning.  His  guns  were  captured, 
his  troops  scattered,  and  he  himself  in  flight  for  Springfield. 
Unknown  to  Lyon,  Sigel  had  ceased  to  be  a  factor  in  the  contest. 

Gen.  Lyon  was  everywhere  along  his  own  line,  fearless  but 
calm.  "  Where  is  Sigel?  Why  does  not  Sigel  come?"  was  only 
answere<l  by  the  shells  of  SigeVs  captured  cannon  screaming 
into  the  union  ranks.  Everywhere  there  was  death.  Ofiicer 
after  officer  fell,  the  ranks  were  growing  thinner,  and  not  once 
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was  the  word  retreat  even  thought  of.  At  nifie  o^cloc 
Lyon  fell,  a  bullet  through  his  heart  just  as  he  was  i 
terrific  counter  charge.  Twice  before,  during  the  con 
had  received  the  enemy^s  bullets  in  his  body,  and  given  m 
yielding. 

The  fight  went  on.  Still  the  Rebels  charged,  and  si 
driven  back.  Then  came  a  lull  of  battle.  There  was  a 
consultation  of  officers  on  the  union  line.  The  galla 
Sturgis  bad  assumed  control,  and  it  was  now  a  question  i 
were  not  only  honorable,  but  imperative.  For  fifteen  h 
union  soldiers  had  not  tasted  a  drop  of  water. 

That  moment  a  force  of  infantry  bearing  the  Ameri 
was  seen  coming  down  the  hill  from  the  direction  wh( 
should  have  been.  Was  it  help  at  last?  SigeFs  utter  i 
not  suspected.  Gould  this  be  he?  Closer  and  closer  the 
came,  and  then  showing  its  true  colors,  it  fired  a  blast 
ketry  in  the  very  faces  of  the  silent,  waiting  union  line 
commenced  again  an  encounter  more  deadly  than  at  a 
of  the  day.  The  batteries,  the  regulars,  the  First  Miss 
the  First  lowans  and  the  Kansas  regiments,  hurled  i 
rebel  lines  a  most  terrific  fire.  There  was  no  retreat  no^ 
death  seemed  possible.  Fear  vanished,  and  desperatio 
on  every  soldier  present,  till  at  last,  routed  and  dri\ 
enemy  abandoned  the  field.  There  was  a  time  of  silenc 
uuion  army,  what  was  left  alive  of  it,  gathered  up  its  ^ 
and,  perfectly  unmolested,  retired  to  Springfield.  Eve 
in  its  ranks  had  been  a  hero. 

It  was  twelve  o'clock  when  the  union  lines  retired,  an< 
three  days  afterward,  when  they  had  fallen  back  to  R< 
the  crippled  rebel  hosts  dare  to  come  in  and  occupy  the  ab: 
town.  As  our  troops  fell  back  from  the  battle  field,  tired, 
with  the  hot  August  sun,  wounded  and  bleeding,  they  stc 
the  way,  greeted  each  other  and  sang  a  song  of  the  Uni< 

That  night,  while  the  soldiers  slept  upon  their  i 
Springfield,  a  melancholy  scene  was  passing  at  the  head 
of  the  commanding  officer.  It  was  a  council  to  deci 
what  they  should   next  do.     On  a  table  beside  them 
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in  a  military  blanket,  lay  the  bleeding  body  of  Gen.  Lyon.  It 
was  a  scene  for  a  tragic  artist.  When  killed  in  the  field,  the 
body  had  been  placed  on  an  ambulance,  but  on  returning, 
some  soldiers  gathering  up  the  wounded,  not  recognizing 
the  body  of  their  dead  commander,  threw  it  to  the  ground, 
and  filled  the  ambulance  with  the  liying.  Missing  it,  on 
reaching  Springfield,  the  officers  sent  an  escort  for  it  back 
to  the  battle-field.  It  was  delivered  to  them  by  the  enemy,  and 
now,  like  the  dead  body  of  Hector,  lay  calm  in  death,  while  the 
comrades  of  the  monling  stood  wondering  what  next  to  do  when 
8uch  a  man  was  dead.  The  body  was  buried  that  night  in  the 
private  yard  of  Mrs.  ex-Gov.  Phelps,  a  union  citizen  of  the 
town. 

Long  before  day-light,  the  little  army|  unpursued,  was  on  its 
way  to  RoUa,  carrying  with  it  in  perfect  safety  an  enormous 
wagon  train  with  stores  and  specie. 

Shortly,  the  First  Iowa,  the  first  heroic  defenders  of  the  state, 
the  heroes  of  Wilson's  Creek,  went  home  and  were  mustered 
out.  In  the  battle  they  had  lost  160  men,  nearly  twenty  of 
whom  were  killed,  and  all  the  remainder,  wounded.  The 
terribleness  of  the  battle  was  shown  by  the  list  of  casualties. 
Out  of  about  5,000  men  engaged,  the  Union  army  lost  1,235, 
without  counting  but  a  corporal's  guard  of  Sigel's  men. 

The  Rebel  loss  equaled  3,000  men.  ''  Probably  no  two  forces 
ever  fought  wflh  greater  desperation,"  says  the  rebel  commander, 
writing  to  his  chief  at  Richmond.  The  rebel  loss  in  officers  was 
very  great.  Generals,  colonels,  and  other  field  officers,  led  their 
commands  in  person,  and  fell  in  the  midst  of  charges.  The 
rebel  Col.  Clark's  little  battalion  of  200  men  had  eighty-eight 
of  them  killed  and  wounded.  Col.  Hughes,  with  only  650  men 
had  112  killed  or  wounded  and  thirty  missing.  Cawthorne's 
brigade  of  1,200  men  lost  ninety-six  in  dead  and  wounded.  Of 
5,221  Missourians  engaged  on  the  rebel  side,  673  were  left  on  the 
field  wounded  or  dead. 

The  First  Missouri  regiment  on  the  union  side  lost  295  men 
and  the  First  Kansas  infantry,  284. 

There  was  a  moment  in  the  battle  when  less  than  3,000  men 
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were  resisting  the  attack  of  the  whole  rebel  army,  and  thei 
a  time  when,  for  the  First  Iowa  to  have  faltered  five  mij 
would  have  lost  the  day. 

All  the  soldiers  in  the  union  army  recognized  the  su] 
heroism  of  the  First  Iowa.  The  state  and  general  goven 
rivaled  each  other  in  honoring  the  regiment.  Lt-Gol.  M 
Maj.  Potter  and  Gapt.  Herron  were  complimented  in  gi 
orders,  and  almost  hundreds  of  the  regiment  received  later 
missions  in  other  commands.  The  President  of  the  United  I 
ordered  a  special  proclamation  of  thanks  for  the  heroism  c 
men  at  Wilson^s  Greek  to  be  read  before  every  regiment  i 
service. 

"  Remember  Wilson's  Creek  I  Eetnember  the  deeds  of  the 
loical "  wrote  Gov.  Eirkwood  to  almost  every  Iowa  r^m< 
the  service.  And  they  were  remembered.  In  the  four  long,  fa 
years,  no  Iowa  soldier  who  fought,  but  remembered  and  emi 
his  comrades,  who  fought  in  the  first  battle  of  the  West. 

Six  hundred  of  that  gallant  band,  on  being  musterec 
re-entered  the  service  in  other  regiments.  Many  who  e 
in  the  line  or  carried  muskets  on  that  day  of  Wilson^s  ( 
achieved  high  rank  and  military  distinction.  Five  of 
became  colonels;  five  became  brigadier  generals,  and  three 
were  captains  in  the  line,  became  full  major  generals. 

The  day  was  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  a  state. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

AFFAIRS    IN    IOWA. 

Thb  news  of  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Greek  produced  a  great 
sensation  in  Iowa.  The  question  as  to  whether  Iowa  men  coulJ 
be  heroes,  was  settled;  but  there  was  mourning  in  many  homes 

Shortly,  the  survivors  of  the  First  regiment  came  marching 
back  to  the  state,  and  with  an  ardor  and  patriotism  as  great  si 
when  they  were  mustered  in.  Their  tales  of  real  battle — theii 
reception  as  heroes — their  unabated  loyalty,  soon  led  othei 
thousands  to  volunteer.  As  for  themselves,  scores  of  them  re 
ceived  commissions  in  other  regiments,  then  forming. 

As  an  organization,  the  First  regiment  passed  from  history 
Gov.  Kirkwood  declined  to  allow  its  reorganization — its  glorj 
was  too  great  to  risk  on  the  chance  of  new  recruits.  Its  tim< 
was  out — its  history  was  written  in  blood. 

Oov.  Kirkwood  was  in  Washington  City  asking  for  arms  t 
defend  lowa^s  border,  when  the  news  of  the  battle  in  which  he 
soldiers  had  so  signalized  themselves,  reached  there.  ^^That  da; 
in  Washington,  it  was  an  honor  to  be  an  Iowa  man,^^  said  th 
Oovernor  in  a  speech  at  Des  Moines,  afterward.  ^^  I  tell  you,  m; 
friends,  that  was  a  proud  day  for  Iowa  in  Washington.  It  wa 
glory  enough  for  any  man  there  to  hail  from  lowa.^^  ^^Th 
First— the  glorious  First,''  became  a  common  phrase  in  execu 
tive  dispatches  to  other  regiments,  in  those  days.  Iowa's  iirs 
honors  were  fairly  won. 

Before  going  to  Washington,  early  in  August,  the  Governo 
had  been  besieged  by  companies  all  over  the  state  for  arms- 
especially  by  companies  on  the  threatened  southern  borde: 
And  still  there  were  neither  arms  nor  mone}'.  Col.  Dodge 
regiment  in  cnmp  at  Council  Bluffs  was  even  without  shoe 
and  not  a  penny  in  the  treasury.    Col.  John  Edwards,  then  a 
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aide  of  the  Governor  on  the  southern  border  of  the  si 
called  troops  into  the  state  service  to  defend  it  agains 
daily  threatening  the  peace  of  the  border.    They,  too,  wc 
out  arms  and  supplies,  while  still  other  state  troops  in  tfa 
west  border,  watching  the  Indians,  were  but  half  armed 
"What  can  be  done?"  the  Governor  wrote  Col.  Edwards 
3d.    ^'  I  have  not  a  dollar  to  pay  even  ezpressage  on  ai 
had  them.    Can^t  the  people  in  your  vicinity  buy  som 
state  bonds,  and  thus  furnish  means  to  get  arms?    My 
for  rifles  and  revolvers  failed,  because  1  had  no  money  t( 
them.    Unless  I  can  get  some,  I  don^t  know  what  I 
Tour  people  will  have  to  furnish  supplies  to  the  camp  c 
of  the  state,  and  wait  for  their  pay,  as  must  the  men  of 
iment.    Let  the  soldiers  know  fully  how  the  matter 
that  the  money  is  not  at  hand,  and  can^t  be  had  until  b 
sold.    Our  people  must  buy  the  bonds  of  the  state.    ¥ 
be  done?  I  go  to  Washington  on  Monday,  to  try  to  get  a 
make  arrangements  for  the  peace  of  our  border.    Tou 
powder  at  Keokuk,  and  perhaps  lead,  on  credit." 

This  financial  difficulty,  so  hard  for  our  soldiers  and  t 
was  caused  principally  by  the  unpatr^)tic,  if  not  tn 
conduct  of  the  Mahoney  wing  of  the  democratic  party 
of  men  who  decried  the  war,  discouraged  enlistments 
false  representations  as  to  the  war  loan,  injured  the  cre( 
state.  Men  were  afraid  to  buy  bonds  pronounced  by 
in  the  state  Assembly  and  by  certain  newspapers,  as  un 
tional.  Confidence  in  the  staters  ever  paying  these  b 
lost,  and  the  secession  sympathizers  in  the  state  were 
for  it,  as  they  were  for  the  blood  of  many  an  Iowa  pat 
All  through  the  autunm  months,  the  organization  o 
nies  and  regiments  for  the  war  went  on  in  Iowa.  The 
General^s  office  was  the  busiest  office  in  the  state.  I 
pondence,  to  this  day  recorded  and  kept,  was  immens< 
of  the  labor  was  caused  by  the  total  inexperience  and  i 
of  regimental  and  field  officers.  The  art  of  the  busine 
war  was  naturally  not  understood  by  many  of  the  men 
hacks  who  had  wired  themselves  into  the   confident 
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Governor,  and  secured  commissions  they  were  not  fitted  to  hold- 
Of  the  art  of  war  proper — of  commanding  troops — of  tactics — 
•  of  maneuvers — of  discipline — of  even  the  subsistence  of  soldiers, 
these  gentlemen  too  frequently  knew  little  or  nothing.  The 
real  patriotism,  too,  of  the  state,  like  its  heroic  courage,  was  of- 
tenest  in  the  ranks  of  the  common  soldier.  The  privates  had 
volunteered  out  of  pure  patriotism,  not  to  get  commissions  and 
glory.  Mistakes  as  to  military  appointments  were  made  by  the 
Governor  constantly.  It  could  not  be  otherwise.  Usually  the 
field  officers  of  a  regiment  were  appointed  by  him  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  some  prominent  man  or  men  acquainted  with  the 
applicant,  but  who  could  give  little  further  guarantee  than 
that  he  wanted  the  office  very  badly.  Many  of  these  unfit  officers, 
by  bitter  experience  learned  their  trade  of  war,  and  at  last  won 
deserved  promotion.  A  few  were  promoted  as  the  war  proceeded, 
spite  of  continued  unfitness.  Some  were  gradually  dismissed 
the  service,  and  very  many  were  compelled  to  resign  the  com- 
missions they  had  only  disgraced. 

The  evils  came  of  a  bad  system,  in  the  first  instance,  of  com- 
missioning men  whose  only  prominence  was  in  local  politics, — 
and  in  permitting  companies  and  line  officers  to  elect  their  fav- 
orites to  commands  just  as  they  elected  men  at  home  to  the  Leg- 
islature or  Congress,  regardless  of  special  fitness.  The  system 
was  very  democratic,  but  pernicious  and  unheard  of  in  military 
selections. 

The  Governor  required  a  certificate  as  to  the  sober  habits  of  all 
officers  elected — but  spite  of  this,  drunkenness  was  not  less 
common  among  officers  than  was  incompetency.  Still,  as  a 
rule,  drunken  officers  also  fell  out  of  the  service  long  before  the 
war  ended.  The  list  of  Iowa  officers  suspended,  dismissed,  re- 
signed, or  forced  to  go  home,  is  discreditable. 

Some  of  these  dismissed  officers  were  wrongly  charged,  or 
put  out  of  the  service  for  infractions  of  petty  orders  that  in 
common  sense  were  not  applicable  to  volunteers.  Many  thus 
dismissed  for  trivial  offenses  or  for  unintended  violation  of  any 
regulations,  were  restored  to  position;  but  when  so,  it  was  always 
a  result  of  the   most   zealous   urging  and  demanding  on   the 
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Governor,  and  secured  commissions  they  were  not  fitted  to  hold. 
Of  the  art  of  war  proper — of  commanding  troops — of  tactics — 
tof  maneuvers — of  discipline — of  even  the  subsistence  of  soldiers, 
these  gentlemen  too  frequently  knew  little  or  nothing.  The 
real  patriotism,  too,  of  the  state,  like  its  heroic  courage,  was  of- 
tenest  in  the  ranks  of  the  common  soldier.  The  privates  had 
volunteered  out  of  pure  patriotism,  not  to  get  commissions  and 
glory.  Mistakes  as  to  military  appointments  were  made  by  the 
Governor  constantly.  It  could  not  be  otherwise.  Usually  the 
field  officers  of  a  regiment  were  appointed  by  him  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  some  prominent  man  or  men  acquainted  with  the 
applicant,  but  who  could  give  little  farther  guarantee  than 
that  he  wanted  the  office  very  badly.  Many  of  these  unfit  officers, 
by  bitter  experience  learned  their  trade  of  war,  and  at  last  won 
deserved  promotion.  A  few  were  promoted  as  the  war  proceeded, 
spite  of  continued  unfitness.  Some  were  gradually  dismissed 
the  service,  and  very  many  were  compelled  to  resign  the  com- 
missions they  had  only  disgraced. 

The  evils  came  of  a  bad  system,  in  the  first  instance,  of  com- 
missioning men  whose  only  prominence  was  in  local  politics, — 
and  in  permitting  companies  and  line  officers  to  elect  their  fav- 
orites to  commands  just  as  they  elected  men  at  home  to  the  Leg- 
islature or  Congress,  regardless  of  special  fitness.  The  system 
was  very  democratic,  but  pernicious  and  unheard  of  in  military 
selections. 

The  Governor  required  a  certificate  as  to  the  sober  habits  of  all 
officers  elected — but  spite  of  this,  drunkenness  was  not  less 
common  among  officers  than  was  incompetency.  Still,  as  a 
rule,  drunken  officers  also  fell  out  of  the  service  long  before  the 
war  ended.  The  list  of  Iowa  officers  suspended,  dismissed,  re- 
signed, or  forced  to  go  home,  is  discreditable. 

Some  of  these  dismissed  officers  were  wrongly  charged,  or 
put  out  of  the  service  for  infractions  of  petty  orders  that  in 
(onmiou  sense  were  not  applicable  to  volunteers.  Many  thus 
dismissed  for  trivial  offenses  or  for  unintended  violation  of  any 
regulations,  were  restored  to  position;  but  when  so,  it  was  always 
a  result  of  the   most   zealous   urging  and  demanding  on   the 
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part  of  Gen.  Bakw  and  the  Gk>Temor,  whose  constant  at 
was  to  keep  lowa^s  honor  bright  in  the  war  days. 

Namerous  officers  who  came  home  with  leaves  of  gold 
ver,  or  eagles  on  their  shoulders,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
mous  zeal  of  Baker  in  their  behalf,  would  have  had  ^^dis 
and  unworthy*^  written  against  them  on  the  record. 

Though  absolute  disloyalty  could  seldom  be  charged 
Iowa  officer,  the  actions  of  some  of  them  not  infrequent 
their  men  to  conclude  that  the  rights  of  traitors  were  oc 
ally  held  in  higher  esteem  than  the  rights  of  private  sold 
the  union  ranks.    Putting  loyal  soldiers  on  guard  ovei 
property  was  not  an  uncommon  thing,  nor  the  punishn: 
loyal  volunteers  for  the  least  infringement  of  petty  rul 
tecting  Rebels  against  the  taking  of  their  forage  or  f^ 
union  soldiers.     Officers  guilty  of  such  friendliness  for  . 
became  extremely  unpopular  with  their  regiments,  and  lost 
tation  at  home.    As  for  Gov.  Kirk  wood,  he  would  not  bes 
Iowa  officers  should  so  mistake  their  duties,  and  fiercer 

than    the   one  sent  to  Col. *  served  to  bring  c 

commanders  to  a  realization  of  what  the  terms  loyalty  an 
riotism  really  meant. 

The  following  letter  to  another  Iowa  officer  of  whon: 
plaints  had  been  made,  hints  at  what  many  of  the  boys  ii 
were  being  used  for  in  Missouri  in  1861-2: 

^^  Our  volunteer  soldiers  have  not  any  very  high  regard  fc 
of  known  secession  antecedents  or  sympathies.  They  do  an 
make  a  distinction  between  men  who  are  loyal  and  men  w 


♦To  Col. 

Sir:  Your  recent  letter  reminds  me  of  a  matter  that  justice  to  , 
quires  I  shall  mention.  Rumors  have  spread  widely  through  thi 
prejudicial  to  your  loyalty.  It  is  said  freely  that  in  Missouri,  you  pr 
associates,  men  of  known  secession  proclivities — that  at  one  or  more 
you  have  been  refused  admission  to  Union  clubs  for  this  reason ;  the 
one  occasion  when  yoor  regiment  was  on  dress  parade,  a  knot  of 
hurrahed  for  Jeff  Cavis;  that  after  the  regiment  was  dismissed,  yo 
up  to  this  knot  of  men.asked  an  acquaintance  among  them  how  he  ]i\ 
regiment;  that  he  replied,  '*  very  well,  but  not  the  flag  it  marched  ui 
that  he  would  "  much  like  to  see  it  under  the  Confederate  flag;"  \ 
only  notice  you  took  of  this,  was  to  lauirh,  take  the  speaker  by  the  ai 
go  off  and  take  tea  with  him.  I  think  it  but  just  that  I  give  you  I 
formation,  and  say  that  these  rumors  are  seriously  affecting  your  repi 

Respectfully  Yours,  S.  J.  Eibk^ 
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^]0  disloyal  in  the  treatment  both  of  ofiBcers  and  property,  and 

confess  /  participate  in  that  feeling,  so  long    as  the  perso 

gil.,  and  property  of  union  men   are  outraged  and  plundered  I 

^Qf.  rebel  troops,  as  they  have  been^  and  are;  so  long  as  the  prin< 

gged  P^  occupation  of   union  troops  continues  to  be  the  guardii 

and  protecting  of  the  persons  and  property  of  Rebels,  as  it  fa 

^  HQ  been,  so  long  will  there  be  dissatisfaction  among  our  soldiers. 

(lOQ.  '^  1  think  it  would  be  well  to  try  a  more  stringent  mode 

3  in  treatment  with  Rebels  and  their  sympathizers.    We  have  be 

^\^l  pelting  them  in  the  secession  tree  with  good  words  and  grass  i 

^^  q£  a  long  time,  and  they  wont  come  down.    I  think  the  time  h 

pfQ.  fully  come  to  use  stones^ 

^  \^y  Some  of  the  most  scheming  and  incompetent  ofiBcers  enlist 

^\^\^  as  privates  in  the  early  war  days,  and  went  into  the  ranks  oi 

f^pn.  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  they  should  shortly  be  ele^ 

.  lY^^i  ted  to  some  office  in  the  regiment.   Others,  later,  moved  the  poll 

ili^r^  cal  heavens  of  the  whole  state  to  secure  commissions  that  mig 

iitam  ^^^®  ^  reflex  advantage  to  them  whenever  they  should  get  rea 

[  pi^t-  ^  resign,  come  home,  and  run  for  office.    Most  of  these  trie 

sters  received  their  just  deserts  at  last,  and  the  Iowa  soldi< 

^m.  were  soon,  as  a  rule,  left  to  the  command  of  sober,  honest,  pat 

\^\xie  otic  and  heroic  men. 

Bad  appointments,  and  disappointments  of    those  not  i 

•  nxen  pointed  at  all,  and  heart-aches  of  those  ambitious  to  wear  epi 

1  ipill  lettes,  caused  the  Governor  extreme  annoyance  in  the  early  df 

0  are  ^^  ^he  war,  and  were  the  means  used  in  a  vain  effort  to  defeat  h 
for  re-election. 

ou  re-  His  difficulties  and  embarrassments  inside  his  own  party 

c*^^'  this  time  were  constant.    Only  great  good  sense  could  cai 

[>lacet.  him  safely  between  the  Scylla  of  ultra  Abolitionism  on  the  c 

g^l^  hand,  and  the  Charybdis  of  too  much  conservatism  on  the  oth 

1  went  "  Firm  ground  must  be  taken  right  now,"  wrote  a  prominc 
id  vour 

ief—  abolitionist  adviser.     ''  Better  no  union  at  all,   than  any  ra< 

^^^^^1  kneeling  to  slavery/'     ''Our  republican  party  was  on  the  re 

lis  in-  to  ruin,'' wrote  a  diflferent  adviser.     *' Your  re-nomination    I 

J5^!^°*  saved  it.    (That  was  in  August,  1861.)    The  effort  that  is  bei 
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made  to  aboHtioniie  it  into  a  Wendell  Phillips  pa 
already  weakeoed  it  to  that  isgree  that  we  already 
atate  ^  Union  forty'  io  the  field.  But  yonr  manly  snc 
otic  coQise  ander'  difficulties  that  perhaps  no  other  Q 
ever  experieaced — ^being  at  home  withoat  money,  and 
without  credit — all  admit  to  be  noble.  Everrw  here  I  hear 
voice, '  Let  Kirkvood  carry  us  throngh  the  war.'  What  a  c 
would  have  befallen  as  had  WilliamB  been  nominated — an 
out  Abolitionist  who  believes  the  Constitution  to  be  a  ^  C' 
with  hell ' — who  has  never  been  a  republican;  I  frankly 
3,000  votes  in  this  district  wonld  have  wheeled  off  from  on 
in  disgust.  We  have  a  newspaper  here  that  started  out  ai 
liean;  but  it  has  run  off  into  abolitionism  and  free  lov 
editor  and  Williams  are  determined  that  the  repnblica 
.  shall  become  followers  of  Fred  Douglass  and  Lucy  Ston 
broken  np.     But  yonr  re-nomination  is  a  Ood-send  th 


CHAPTER   VIL 

THE  BATTLE  OF  BLUE  MILLS. 
Sepi,  Jf7.  1861. 

Whilb  the  rapid  organization  of  new  regiments  was  bein 
poshed  forward  in  Iowa  that  autumn,  the  earlier  regiments  wei 
making  endless  marches  up  and  down  the  distracted  and  rebe 
beridden  state  of  Missouri — chasing  murderers,  assassins  an 
guerrillas.  It  was  a  peculiar  kind  of  warfare,  seldom  resultin 
in  any  substantial  gain  to  the  army.  Light  bands  of  Rebels  roc 
oyer  the  country,  killing  and  destroying  unarmed  *^  Unionists, 
before  a  regular  force  could  overtake  and  punish  them.  Oth< 
bands  of  secessionists,  engaged  in  the  same  assassinations — tb 
same  destruction  of  union  men^s  property,  would  suddenly  dii 
band,  go  to  their  homes  and  apparently  be  engaged  in  the  moi 
peaceful  avocations  on  the  approach  of  a  body  of  federal  troop 
House  burning,  murder  and  private  vengeance  of  neighboi 
hood  upon  neighborhood  became  the  order  of  the  day  in  tb 
unhappy  state  that  now  experienced  all  the  horrors  of  civil  wf 
in  its  most  aggravated  form.  No  man's  life  was  safe  an  hou 
and  property  had  no  value.  None,  save  the  Unionists  of  Tei 
nessee,  suffered  during  the  great  war,  as  did  the  unhappy  peopl 
of  Missouri. 

Here  and  there,  small  bodies  of    union  and  secession  trooi 

would  meet  and  fight  a  real  battle,  almost  us  if  by  acciden 

Such  a  combat  was  the  affair  at  Blue  Mills,  on  the  17th  of  Se[ 

tember,  1861.     The  engagement  brought  no  special  honor  t 

Iowa  soldiers,  though  it  was  fought  by  the  Third  Iowa  wit 

determination  and  spirit.     Lt.-Col.  Scott  led  500  men  of  ihi 

regiment  with  a  few  Missouri  home  guards  into  an  ambush  th£ 

might  have  resulted  in  the  massacre  of  the  whole  comman( 

Once  in,  however,  Scott  and  his  men  and  officers  fought  ga! 

(77) 
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lantly,  until  by  overpowering  numbers  they  were  driven  iron 
field  in  confusion. 

Blue  Mills  is  only  a  ferry  point  on  the  Missouri  river, 
very  far  from  St  Joseph.  About  the  time  of  the  captui 
Lexington  by  Price,  Scott  with  his  Third  regiment  was  ord 
to  march  from  Cameron  to  the  town  of  Liberty,  and  there  i 
another  column — the  two  to  co-operate  against  a  force  of  Ba 
then  retreating  from  St.  Joseph  and  trying  to  reach  Lezing 
Scott^s  force  reached  Liberty  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of 
tember,  but  the  co-operating  force  had  not  arrived.  Scott  wi 
only  till  noon,  and  then,  misled  by  reports  of  citizens, 
becoming  impatient  to  prevent  further  forces  reaching  the  B( 
at  Lexington,  pushed  on  without  the  re-enforcements  into 
dense  woods  and  dry  sloughs  bordering  the  river  at  Blue  H 

His  advance  was  shortly  surprised,  and,  with  four  men  ki 
driven  back  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy.  Scott  had  se 
courier  to  hurry  up  the  re-enforcements — but  without  wai 
news  of  them,  committed  the  fatal  mistake  of  marching  his 
umn  straight  on  into  the  enemy^s  ambush.  He  had  not  < 
formed  a  line  of  battle,  but  marched  in  column  by  flank,  an 
a  short  time  was  surprised  and  overwhelmed.  No  line  of  b) 
was  formed  during  the  whole  combat,  which  lasted  for  an  h 
The  confusion  and  surprise  made  it  impossible.  Four  thout 
Rebels  poured  a  hot  fire  from  front  and  flank  on  the  devoted  1 
band.  Its  one  cannon  was  soon  useless.  Ten  out  of  siztee 
its  commissioned  ofiScers  were  already  shot.  There  was  not! 
to  do  but  to  retreat,  though  every  man  and  officer  had  f  ougl 
a  manner  worthy  of  veterans — each  as  a  rule  fighting  for  1 
self.  Discipline  or  order  there  was  none — the  fight  bee 
almost  a  rout. 

On  falling  back  to  Liberty  they  met  the  re-enforcements 
might,  with  more  caution,  have  made  a  victory  instead  of  de: 
The  engagement  was  improperly  brought  on,  the  men  bun 
to  obliterate  the  memory  of  the  retreat  from  Shelbina  a  few  < 
previously,  for  which  Col.  Williams  alone  had  been  respons 
The  fight  at  Blue  Mills  lasted  a  full  hour.  Col.  Scott  bra 
doing  his  utmost  to  avoid  defeat.    Among  the  severely  woui 
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were  Major  Stone,  afterwards  Colonel  of  the  Twenty-second 
Iowa,  and  later  Governor  of  the  state;  Captains  Warren,*  Wil- 
let  and  O'Niel,  and  Lieutenants  Hobbs,  Anderson  and  Knight. 
John  F.  Lacey,  afterwards  Steele^s  Assistant  Adjutant  (General, 
was  captured.  Sergt.  James  H.  Lakin  received  special  men- 
tion for  his  gallantry  in  saving  the  colors,  as  well  as  Capt. 
Trumbull,  Lieut.  Crosley  and  Abernethy,  the  Sergeant,  who, 
with  a  few  brave  men,  pulled  the  cannon  away  by  hand.  Seventy 
of  the  Federals  were  wounded,  some  of  them  mortally,  and  nine 
killed,  according  to  Col.  Scott.  Company  I  lost  four  killed  and 
twenty  wounded  in  the  actioh.f  The  result  of  the  fight  stimu- 
lated and  encouraged  the  Rebels  in  Missouri.  It  was  the  Third 
regiment's  first  battle — and  most  unfortunate,  save  for  the  gal- 
lantry displayed  in  presence  of  overpowering  numbers. 

''  It  was  undertaken/'  says  Lieut.  Thompson  of  the  Third  reg- 
iment, and  a  participant,  'Hhrough  a  lofty  sense  of  honor,  and  a 
loftier  sense  of  duty,  against  eight  times  our  number — begin- 
ning in  mistake — ^sustained  with  desperation — ending  in  retreat.'* 

Other  Iowa  regiments  were  marching  up  and  down  Missouri 
under  Qen.  Pope  in  those  September  days  of  1861;  but  they 
rarely  came  in  fighting  contact  with  the  rebel  General  Pric«; 
whose  predilection  seemed  more  for  running  than  for  fighting.^ 
Misfortunes  to  our  arms  had  occurred  in  Missouri  beyond  a  doubt. 
Wilson's  Creek  was  a  drawn  battle,  and  our  leader  was  killed. 
Lexington,  with  thousands  of  good  soldiers,  was  taken  from  us. 
Blue  Mills  was  a  defeat,  if  not  a  rout,  and  Gen.  Fremont  n*- 
ceived  the  blame  for  the  whole.  His  forces  had  been  large,  but 
they  were  of  necessity  greatly  scattered,  and  calls  on  him  for 
help  came  from  every  direction  at  the  most  critical  times.  The 
Generafs  own  weakness  seemed  to  be  a  want  of  quick  conclu- 
sions and  of  proper  concentration  of  his  armies.  Unfortunately 
for  him,  too,  he  was  surrounded  by  sharks  and  shari)ers,  swin- 

*Capt.  Warren,  wounded  at  Blue  MilU,  was  one  of  Maliaska's  loyal  Dem- 
•  H-rats  and  a  man  of  few  woi-ds.  Wbrn  the  war  broke  out  he,  with  others, 
Wiw  iMM  on  for  a  speech  at  a  public  m^'Otinjf.  Stepping?  forward  he  said 
simply  and  imprensively,  **  Gentlemen,  I  am  at  my  country's  servio**  '* — and 
wont. 

fVh**  rebel  command»*r  (D.  R.  At«hison)  reported  otfirially  to  Gen.  Price 
that  al»our  *i>fy  of  the  Federals  w»*re  kill»*d  and  alKtut  seventy  wounded. 
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disloyal  in  the  treatment  both  of  ofiScers  and  property,  and  I 
confess  /  participate  in  that  feeling,  so  long  as  the  persons 
and  property  of  union  men  are  outraged  and  plundered  by 
rebel  troops,  as  they  have  been^  and  are;  so  long  as  the  princi- 
pal «)ccupation  of  union  troops  continues  to  be  the  guarding 
and  protecting  of  the  persons  and  property  of  Rebels,  as  it  has 
been,  so  long  will  there  be  dissatisfaction  among  our  soldiers. 

^^  1  think  it  would  be  well  to  try  a  more  stringent  mode  of 
treatment  with  Rebels  and  their  sympathizers.  We  have  been 
pelting  them  in  the  secession  tree  with  good  words  and  grass  for 
a  long  time,  and  they  wont  come  down.  I  think  the  time  has 
fully  come  to  use  stonesJ'^ 

Some  of  the  most  scheming  and  incompetent  officers  enlisted 
as  privates  in  the  early  war  days,  and  went  into  the  ranks  only  • 
on  the  distinct  understanding  that  they  should  shortly  be  eleva- 
ted to  some  office  in  the  regiment.  Others,  later,  moved  the  politi- 
cal heavens  of  the  whole  state  to  secure  commissions  that  might 
have  a  reflex  advantage  to  them  whenever  they  should  get  ready 
to  resign,  come  home,  and  run  for  office.  Most  of  these  trick- 
sters received  their  just  deserts  at  last,  and  the  Iowa  soldiers 
were  soon,  as  a  rule,  left  to  the  command  of  sober,  honest,  patri- 
otic and  heroic  men. 

Bad  appointments,  and  disappointments  of  those  not  ap- 
pointed at  all,  and  heart-aches  of  those  ambitious  to  wear  epau- 
lettes, caused  the  Governor  extreme  annoyance  in  the  early  days 
of  the  war,  and  were  the  means  used  in  a  vain  effort  to  defeat  him 
for   re-election. 

His  difficulties  and  embarrassments  inside  his  own  party  at 
this  time  were  constant.  Only  great  good  sense  could  carry 
him  safely  between  the  Scylla  of  ultra  Abolitionism  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Charybdis  of  too  much  conservatism  on  the  other. 
"  Firm  ground  must  be  taken  right  now,"  wrote  a  prominent 
abolitionist  adviser.  "  Better  no  union  at  all,  than  any  more 
kneeling  to  slavery/'  ''Our  republican  party  was  on  the  road 
to  ruin,''  wrote  a  diflferent  adviser.  *'  Your  re-nomination  has 
saved  it.    (That  was  in  August,  1861.)    The  effort  that  is  being 


74  IOWA  IK  WAB  TDfBS. 

part  of  Gen.  Bakor  and  the  Gh>Yemor,  whose  constant  stmi 
was  to  keep  lowa^s  honor  bright  in  the  war  days. 

Namerous  officers  who  came  home  with  leaves  of  gold  or 
ver,  or  eagles  on  their  shoulders,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ei 
moas  zeal  of  Baker  in  their  behalf,  would  have  had  ^^dismii 
and  unworthy^*  written  against  them  on  the  record. 

Though  absolute  disloyalty  could  seldom  be  charged  to 
Iowa  officer,  the  actions  of  some  of  them  not  infrequently 
their  men  to  conclude  that  the  rights  of  traitors  were  occasi 
ally  held  in  higher  esteem  than  the  rights  of  private  soldiers 
the  union  ranks.  Putting  loyal  soldiers  on  guard  over  n 
property  was  not  an  uncommon  thing,  nor  the  punishment 
loyal  volunteers  for  the  least  infringement  of  petty  rules  ] 
tecting  Rebels  against  the  taking  of  their  forage  or  food 
union  soldiers.  Officers  guilty  of  such  friendliness  for  Be 
became  extremely  unpopular  with  their  regiments,  and  lost  n 
tation  at  home.  As  for  Gov.  Eirk  wood,  he  would  not  bear  i 
Iowa  officers  should  so  mistake  their  duties,  and  fiercer  let 

than    the   one  sent  to  Col. •  served  to  bring  cen 

commanders  to  a  realization  of  what  the  terms  loyalty  and  ] 
riotism  really  meant. 

The  following  letter  to  another  Iowa  officer  of  whom  c* 
plaints  had  been  made,  hints  at  what  many  of  the  boys  in  I 
were  being  used  for  in  Missouri  in  1861-2: 

"  Our  volunteer  soldiers  have  not  any  very  high  regard  for  i 
of  known  secession  antecedents  or  sympathies.    They  do  and 
make  a  distinction  between  men  who  are  loyal  and  men  who 


♦To  Col. 

^i>:  Your  reoent  letter  reminds  me  of  a  matter  that  justice  to  ^ou 
quires  I  shaU  mention.  Rumors  have  spread  widely  through  this  s 
prejudicial  to  your  loyalty.  It  is  said  freely  that  in  Missouri,  you  prefe; 
associates,  men  of  known  secession  proclivities — that  at  one  or  more  ph 
you  have  been  refused  admission  to  Union  clubs  for  this  reason ;  that  i 
one  occasion  when  your  regiment  was  on  dress  parade,  a  knot  of  per 
hurrahed  for  Jeff  IJavis;  that  after  the  regiment  was  dismissed,  you  ' 
up  to  this  knot  of  men,  asked  an  acquaintance  among  them  how  he  Uked 
regiment;  that  he  replied,  **  very  well,  but  not  the  fiag  it  marched  undei 
that  he  would  **  much  like  to  see  it  under  the  Confederate  flag;*'  tha 
only  notice  you  took  of  this,  was  to  lautrh,  take  the  speaker  by  the  ami , 
go  off  and  take  tea  with  him.  1  think  it  but  just  that  I  give  you  thic 
formation,  and  say  that  these  rumors  are  seriously  affecting  your  reputa 

Respectfully  Tours,  S.  J.  Eibkwoo 
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dialoyal  in  the  traafonent  both  of  offioen  and  property,  and  I 
confeM  I  partieipate  in  that  feeling,  ao  long  aa  the  pmKma 
and  property  of  union  men  are  outraged  and  plundered  by 
rebel  troopa,  aa  tkejf  have  been^  and  are;  ao  long  aa  the  prinei- 
pal  occupation  of  union  troops  continnea  to  be  the  guarding 
and  protecting  of  the  persons  and  property  of  Rebels,  as  it  has 
been,  so  long  will  there  be  dissatisfaction  among  our  soldiers. 

^  1  think  it  would  be  well  to  try  a  mors  stringent  mode  of 
treatment  with  Rebels  and  their  sympathiaera.  We  haye  been 
pelting  them  in  the  secession  tree  with  good  words  and  grass  lor 
a  long  time,  and  tkeif  unmi  came  dawn.  I  think  the  time  haa 
fully  come  to  use  eianee.^ 

Some  of  the  most  scheming  and  incompetent  ofBcors  enlisted 
as  priTates  in  the  early  war  days,  and  went  into  the  ranks  only 
on  the  distinct  understanding  that  they  ahould  shortly  be  deTSr 
ted  to  some  office  in  the  regiment.  Others,  later,  moTcd  the 
cal  heavens  of  the  whole  state  to  secure  commissions  that  mil 
ha?e  a  reflex  adrantage  to  them  wheneyer  thqr  should  get  ready 
to  resign,  come  home,  and  run  lor  office.  Mort  of  these  trick- 
sters receiyed  their  jurt  deserts  at  last,  and  the  Iowa  soldiers 
were  soon,  as  a  rule,  left  to  the  command  of  sober,  honest,  patri- 
otic and  heroic  men. 

Bad  appointments,  and  disappointments  of  those  not  ap- 
pointed at  all,  and  heart-aches  of  those  ambitious  to  wear  epau- 
lettes, caused  the  Governor  extreme  annoyance  in  the  early  days 
of  the  war,  and  were  the  means  used  in  a  vain  effort  to  defeat  him 
for  re-election. 

His  difficulties  and  embarrassments  inside  his  own  party  at 
this  time  were  constant.  Only  great  good  sense  could  carry 
him  safely  between  the  Scylla  of  ultra  Abolitionism  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Charybdis  of  too  much  conservatism  on  the  other. 
^^  Firm  ground  must  be  taken  right  now,^^  wrote  a  prominent 
abolitionist  adviser.  ^^  Better  no  union  at  all,  than  any  more 
kneeling  to  slavery.^'  "Our  republican  party  was  on  the  road 
to  ruin,^^  wrote  a  di£ferent  adviser.  "  Tour  re-nomination  has 
saved  it.   (That  was  in  August,  1861.)    The  effort  that  is  being 
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made  to  aboUtionize  it  into  a  Wendell  Phillips  port] 
already  weakened  it  to  that  def^ee  that  we  already  see 
state  '  Union  party '  in  the  field.  Bat  yonr  nutnly  and  ] 
otic  course  under'  difficulties  that  perhaps  no  other  Got< 
ever  experienced — being  at  home  without  money,  and  a 
without  credit — all  admit  to  be  noble.  Everrw  here  I  bear  bi 
voice,  'LetEirkwoodcaiT7uBthToagh  tbewar.^  Whatacah 
would  have  befallen  as  bad  Williams  been  nominated — an  on 
oat  Abolitionist  who  believes  the  Constitntioa  to  be  a  '  covt 
with  hell ' — who  has  never  been  a  repablicsn ;  I  frankly  b< 
3,000  votes  in  this  district  would  have  wheeled  off  from  our  I 
in  disgust.  We  have  a  newspaper  here  that  started  oat  as  n 
lican;  but  it  has  run  off  into  abolitionism  and  free  love, 
editor  and  Williams  are  detennined  that  the  republicans 
.  shall  become  followers  of  Fred  Douglass  and  Lucy  Stone, 
broken  ap.  But  your  re-nomination  is  a  God-send  that 
save  us." 


OHAPTEB  VIL 

THB  BATTLE  OF  BLUE  HILLB. 
8»pl-  n,  J961. 

Whiu  the  rapid  orgaoiution  of  new  r^nenti  vu  bemg 
pnahed  forward  in  Iowa  that  antanui,  tbe  earlier  r^metif«  were 
making  endlen  marclies  ap  and  down  the  distracted  and  rebel- 
lieriddL-u  atate  of  HiaKtnri — chasing  marderen,  awawinw  and 
gaerrillait.  It  was  a  peoaliar  kind  of  warfare,  aeldom  reanlting 
in  any  Hubstantial  gain  to  the  army.  Light  bands  of  Bebela  rode 
over  tbe  coantrj,  killing  and  destroying  nnarmed  "TTnioniata," 
I)e£ore  a  rftgolar  force  conld  orertake  and  punish  tbem.  OthM 
bands  of  secenioDiBts,  engaged  in  the  same  ■waarinations — the 
same  de«<truction  of  union  men^a  property,  wonld  aoddenly  dia- 
band,  j^o  to  their  homes  and  apparently  be  engaged  in  tbe  moat 
peai^f III  iifocations  on  tbe  approach  of  a  body  of  federal  troops. 
House  burning,  murder  and  private  vengeance  of  neigbbor- 
hood  upon  ueighborbood  became  tbe  order  of  tbe  day  in  the 
unhappy  state  that  now  experienced  all  tbe  horrors  of  civil  war 
in  its  most  aggravated  form.  \o  man's  life  was  safe  an  bonr, 
and  property  bad  no  value.  None,  save  tbe  Unionists  of  Ten- 
nessee, suffered  during  tbe  great  war,  as  did  the  unhappy  people 
of  Missouri. 

Here  and  there,  small  bodies  of  union  and  secession  troops 
would  meet  and  Sgbt  a  real  battle,  almost  as  if  by  accident. 
Such  a  combat  was  the  affair  at  Blue  Mills,  on  the  17tb  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861.  The  engagement  brought  no  special  honor  to 
Iowa  soldiers,  though  it  was  fought  by  tbe  Third  Iowa  with 
determination  and  spirit.  Lt.>Gol.  Scott  led  500  men  of  that 
regiment  with  a  few  Missouri  borne  guards  into  an  ambush  that 
might  have  resulted  in  the  massacre  of  the  whole  command. 
Once  in,  however,  Scott  and  bis  men  and  officers  foagbt  gal- 
(77) 
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lantly,  until  by  overpowering  numbers  they  were  driven  froi 
field  in  confusion. 

Blue  Mills  is  only  a  ferry  point  on  the  Missouri  rivei 
very  far  from  St.  Joseph.  About  the  time  of  the  captu 
Lexington  by  Price,  Scott  with  his  Third  regiment  was  on 
to  march  from  Cameron  to  the  town  of  Liberty,  and  there 
another  column — ^the  two  to  co-operate  against  a  force  of  B 
then  retreating  from  St.  Joseph  and  trying  to  reach  Leziu] 
Scott^s  force  reached  Liberty  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of 
tember,  but  the  co-operating  force  had  not  arrived.  Scott  w 
only  till  noon,  and  then,  misled  by  reports  of  citizens, 
becoming  impatient  to  prevent  further  forces  reaching  the  R 
at  Lexington,  pushed  on  without  the  re-enforcements  into 
dense  woods  and  dry  sloughs  bordering  the  river  at  Blue  S 

His  advance  was  shortly  surprised,  and,  with  four  men  kj 
driven  back  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy.  Scott  had  s( 
courier  to  hurry  up  the  re-enforcements— but  without  wai 
news  of  them,  committed  the  fatal  mistake  of  marching  his 
umn  straight  on  into  the  enemy^s  ambush.  He  had  not 
formed  a  line  of  battle,  but  marched  in  column  by  flank,  ai: 
a  short  time  was  surprised  and  overwhelmed.  No  line  of  b 
was  formed  daring  the  whole  combat,  which  lasted  for  an  h 
The  confusion  and  surprise  made  it  impossible.  Four  thoui 
Rebels  poured  a  hot  fire  from  front  and  flank  on  the  devoted  I 
band.  Its  one  cannon  was  soon  useless.  Ten  out  of  siztee 
its  commissioned  ofiScers  were  already  shot.  There  was  noti 
to  do  but  to  retreat,  though  every  man  and  officer  had  f ougl 
a  manner  worthy  of  veterans — each  as  a  rule  fighting  for  1 
self.  Discipline  or  order  there  was  none — the  fight  bee 
almost  a  rout. 

On  falling  back  to  Liberty  they  met  the  re-enforcements 
might,  with  more  caution,  have  made  a  victory  instead  of  de 
The  engagement  was  improperly  brought  on,  the  men  burj 
to  obliterate  the  memory  of  the  retreat  from  Shelbina  a  few 
previously,  for  which  Col.  Williams  alone  had  been  respons 
The  fight  at  Blue  Mills  lasted  a  fall  hour.  Col.  Scott  bra 
doing  his  utmost  to  avoid  defeat.    Among  the  severely  woui 
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were  Major  Stone,  afterwards  Colonel  of  the  Twenty-second 
Iowa,  and  later  Governor  of  the  state;  Captains  Warren,*  Wil- 
let  and  O^Niel,  and  Lieutenants  Hobbs,  Anderson  and  Knight. 
John  F.  Lacey,  afterwards  Steele's  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
was  captured.  Sergt.  James  H.  Lakin  received  special  men- 
tion for  his  gallantry  in  saving  the  colors,  as  well  as  Capt. 
Trumbull,  Lieut.  Crosley  and  Abernethy,  the  Sergeant,  who, 
with  a  few  brave  men,  pulled  the  cannon  away  by  hand.  Seventy 
of  the  Federals  were  wounded,  some  of  them  mortally,  and  nine 
killed,  according  to  Col.  Scott.  Company  I  lost  four  killed  and 
twenty  wounded  in  the  actioh.f  The  result  of  the  fight  stimu- 
lated and  encouraged  the  Rebels  in  Missouri.  It  was  the  Third 
regiment's  first  battle — and  most  unfortunate,  save  for  the  gal- 
limtry  displayed  in  presence  of  overpowering  numbers. 

^^  It  was  undertaken,'^  says  Lieut.  Thompson  of  the  Third  reg- 
iment, and  a  participant,  '^  through  a  lofty  sense  of  lionor,  and  a 
loftier  sense  of  duty,  against  eight  times  our  number — ^begin- 
ning in  mistake — ^sustained  with  desperation — ending  in  retreat." 

Other  Iowa  regiments  were  marching  up  and  down  Missouri 
under  Gen.  Pope  in  those  September  days  of  1861;  but  they 
rarely  came  in  fighting  contact  with  the  rebel  General  Pric*; 
whose  predilection  seemed  more  for  running  than  for  fighting.*" 
Misfortunes  to  our  arms  had  occurred  in  Missouri  beyond  a  doubt. 
Wilson's  Creek  was  a  drawn  battle,  and  our  leader  was  killed. 
Lexington,  with  thousands  of  good  soldiers,  was  taken  from  us. 
Blue  Mills  was  a  defeat,  if  not  a  rout,  and  Gen.  Fremont  re- 
ceived the  blame  for  the  whole.  His  forces  had  been  large,  but 
they  were  of  necessity  greatly  scattered,  and  calls  on  him  for 
help  came  from  every  direction  at  the  most  critical  times.  The 
General's  own  weakness  seemed  to  be  a  want  of  quick  conclu- 
sions and  of  proper  concentration  of  his  armies.  Unfortunately 
for  him,  too,  he  was  surrounded  by  sharks  and  sharpers,  swin- 
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'Capt  Warren,  wounded  at  Blue  Mills,  was  one  of  Mahaska's  loyal  Dem- 
<xrat8  and  a  man  of  few  words.  When  the  war  broke  out  he,  with  others, 
was  called  on  for  a  speech  at  a  public  meeting.  Stepping  forward  he  said 
simply  and  impressively,  *'  Gentlemen,  I  am  at  my  country's  service  " — and 
went. 

tThe  rebel  commandor  (D.  R.  At<:hison)  reported  officially  to  Gen.  Price 
that  about  sixt^  of  the  Federals  were  killed  and  about  seventy  wounded. 
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dling  coutractora  and  dvil  adyisers.  Peraonally,  he  was  a  great 
patriot  and  a  meritorious  soldier.  He  was  possessed  of  the  love 
of  his  soldiers,  and  the  confidence  of  his  officers.  Bat  the  press^ 
and  the  outsiders,  and  the  jealous  aspirants — ^all  wished  him 
killed  off.  fle  was  too  advanced,  too,  in  his  measures  against 
slaves  in  rebel  hands,  fib  was  blamed  for  every  disaster  in  the 
state  of  Missouri,  and  his  ruin  determined  on. 

Gov.  Eirkwood,  like  most  men  in  Iowa,  protested  loudly 
against  Fremont's  proposed  removal.  Fremont  himself,  seeing 
the  public  dissatisfaction,  resolved  to  take  the  field  personally 
and  lead  his  forces  to  battle  wherever  Price's  army  might  be 
overtaken.  Qladly  the  Iowa  boys  feU  in  with  a  grand  hurrah 
for  their  leader,  and  on  half  rations  made  long  marches,  passed 
sleepless  nights,  and  followed  the  rebel  army  to  Springfield. 
Then,  just  aa  pursuit  was  successful,  and  bright  victory  within 
their  grasp,  Fremont,  their  le>*''.er,  was  removed. 

The  result  was  little  short  of  mutiny.  Nothing  huh  patriot- 
ism, and  duty,  and  discipline,  made  Fremont's  soldiers  relinquish 
the  rebel  chase,  and  with  disapointed  hopes  march  back  with 
banners  drooping  over  the  long,  weary  roads  across  the  state. 
It  seemed  as  if  Missouri  were  given  up  forever. 

When  Thanksgiving  day  came,  that  28th  of  November,  it  was 
almost  a  question  as  to  what  there  was  in  Iowa  to  be  thankful 
for.  Tet  the  crops  were  good,  business  was  better,  and  pros- 
perity had  revived,  spite  of  the  horrors  of  war  near  her  dopfis. 
Before  the  snow  fell  in  1861,  Iowa  had  twenty  thousand  man 
armed  for  the  conflict,  and  one  of  her  regiments  was  winning 
new  honors  at  the  battle  of  Belmont. 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  BELMONT-ORANT'S  FIRST  BATTLE. 

Nov.  7.  1861. 

The  Ist  of  November,  1861,  found  about  twenty  thousand 
union  troops  in  and  about  the  town  of  Cairo,  and  under  com- 
mand of  XJ.  S.  Grant,  one  of  the  very  new  brigadier  generals. 
Cairo  was  in  itself  a  most  important  point,  controlling  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  while  only  twenty 
miles  below,  on  the  Mississippi,  were  the  strong  rebel  fortifica- 
tions of  Columbus,  with  good  commanders  and  fully  as  many 
troops  as  the  Federals  had  at  Cairo. 

After  Gen.  Fremont  had  taken  charge  of  his  army  in  person, 
reports  reached  him  that  the  Rebels  were  proposing  to  re-enforce 
Price,  then  in  his  front,  by  forces  from  Columbus.  To  prevent 
such  a  move,  orders  were  sent  from  St.  Louis  to  Qten.  Grant,  on 
the  5th  of  November,  to  menace,  but  not  attack  the  Rebels  at  Co* 
lumbus.  Exactly  similar  orders  were  sent  to  Oten,  C.  F.  Smith, 
of  good  fame,  who  commanded  a  force  at  Paducah,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  river.  Both  of  these  officers  had  orders  to 
bring  on  no  action,  but  to  deceive  the  enemy  in  Columbus  by 
co-operation  and  demonstrations. 

On  the  night  of  the  6th,  Gen.  Grant  in  person  placed  two  brig- 
ades of  troops,  some  3,000  in  all,  on  four  transports,  and  started 
down  the  Mississippi,  anchoring  for  the  night  at  a  point  on  the 
Kentucky  side,  six  miles  above  Columbus.  The  gunboats  Tyler 
and  Lexington  accompanied  the  steamers  as  convoy.  Gen.  Smith 
at  the  same  time  sent  some  2,000  men  out  from  Paducah  under 
Gen.  Paine,  to  demonstrate  against  Columbus  from  the  rear. 

"I  had,"  says  General  Grant,  "  no  orders  which  contemplated 

an  attack  by  the  national  troops,  nor  did  I  intend  anything  of 

the  kind  when  I  started  from  Cairo."     However,  there  was  a 

little  encampment  of  Rebels — a  regiment  and  a  battery,  just 

I.  W.  T.— 6  (81) 
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across  the  river  from  Colambus,  in  fall  sight  of  the  tc 
under  protection  of  its  heavy  guns.  This  camp  was  I 
At  two  o'clock  that  night,  it  occurred  to  Gen.  Grant 
could  capture  that  camp,  and  his  resolution  to  try  the  » 
was  hastened  by  a  report  that  the  Rebels  were  sending 
across  the  river  to  Belmont  right  then,  with  a  vie^ 
thought,  of  pursuing  and  capturing  a  federal  column 
sent  out  from  Cairo.  In  that  he  was  deceived.  No  rebi 
were  crossing,  but  a  message  from  Je£P.  Thompson  had 
in  Columbus  at  that  very  hour  in  the  night,  telling  of 
force  having  left  Cairo.  The  Rebels  were  now  dan 
Smithes  movement  had  also  been  detected.  As  a  demon 
the  movement  had  been  a  success,  and  Grant  might  n 
returned  to  Cairo,  his  orders  fulfilled.  But  his  volantee: 
wanted  a  fight. 

"I  did  not  see,^^  says  Otea,  Grant,  in  his  memoirs, 
could  maintain  discipline,  or  retain  the  confidence  of 
mand,  if  we  should  return  to  Cairo  without  an  effort  to  ( 
thing.^^    As  on  certain  other  and  later  occasions,  no 
Yicksburg,  Gen.*  Grant  yielded  his  judgment  to  the  c 
the  men  for  a  fight. 

Among  the  regiments  on  the  steamers  burning  for  a  fi 
night,  was  the  Seventh  Iowa,  commanded  by  Col.  Laun 
Augustus  Wentz  (one  of  the  captains  who  had  disti: 
themselves  at  Wilson^s  Creek),  as  Lieut.-Colonel,  and  E 
Rice  as  Major.  The  Seventh  had  never  seen  a  batth 
men  had  received  more  drill  and  discipline  than  the 
Iowa  volunteer  regiments.  They  were  brigaded  with  the 
second  Illinois,  Lt.-Col.  Hart  commanding;  Col.  Doug 
the  Twenty-second  being  in  charge  of  the  brigade, 
mainder  of  the  force,  the  Twenty-seventh,  Thirtieth  an( 
first  Illinois,  with  two  companies  of  cavalry,  and  a  Chi( 
tery,  formed  another  brigade,  under  command  of  Gen. 
McClemand.  Col.  John  A.  Logan,  afterward  so  distil 
commanded  the  Thirty-first  Illinois.  Gen.  Grant  had  i 
commanded  in  a  battle,  and  Col.  Logan  liad  never  seei 
Over  both  these  men,  fame  was  hovering  with  wings  o 
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waiting  events  that  should  bring  upon  them  the  eyes  of  the 
nation. 

Just  after  daylight  of  November  the  7th,  the  steamboats 
crossed  over  the  river  to  the  Missouri  side,  and  Gen.  Grant^s  little 
force  landed  in  the  woods  three  miles  above  Belmont.  Gen. 
Grant  himself  took  two  companies  of  the  Seventh  Iowa  and 
three  of  the  Twenty-second  Illinois  a  short  distance  down  the 
river  bank,  and  placed  them  there  under  Gapt.  Detrich,  as  guards 
for  the  transports.  The  infantry  now  moved  forward  by  flank 
through  a  cornfield  and  into  heavy  timber,  when  line  of  battle 
was  formed  with  the  Seventh  Iowa  and  the  Twenty-second  Illi- 
nois on  the  left.  Now  was  given  the  order  to  advance — and 
bring  on  the  fight. 

The  Rebels  were  prepared  to  meet  them.  At  daylight  that 
morning  a  second  messenger  had  reached  Gen.  Polk,  the  rebel 
commander  in  Columbus,  informing  him  of  Grant^s  crossing  the 
river  and  landing.  Immediately,  four  regiments  of  Tennessee 
infantry  under  G^n.  Pillow  were  ferried  across  the  river  to  Bel- 
mont, and  by  the  time  Grant^s  line  was  advancing,  a  much  larger 
force  than  his  own  stood  in  line  of  battle,  behind  felled  trees, 
dense  thickets,  and  heavy  woods,  to  receive  him. 

All  this  was  unknown  to  the  federal  soldiers.  After  a  forward 
movement  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  they  reached  a  broad  dry  slou^j^h, 
where  a  halt  was  made,  and  Captains  Gardner  and  Eittredge  and 
Lieut.  DeHeuss,  with  their  companies  of  the  Seventh  Iowa,  were 
sent  in  advance  as  skirmishers.  The  other  brigade,  with  its 
numerous  force  and  battery,  was  slowly  advancing  on  the  right. 
In  ten  minutes  the  skirmishers  were  engaged,  when  Rawlins,  the 
aide  of  Gen.  Grant,  came  up  and  ordered  Lauman,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  Seventh  Iowa,  to  advance  and  engage  the 
enemy.  The  order  was  obeyed  on  the  double  quick,  and  a  fierce 
fight  there  among  the  dense  woods  and  felled  trees  commenced, 
and  continued  for  two  hours  and  a  half.  The  Rebels  fought 
well,  but  were  slowly  and  surely  driven  back  on  their  encamp- 
ment at  Belmont,  from  before  all  points  of  the  union  line. 
Owing  to  the  brush  and  felled  trees,  the  advance  was  slow,  and 
the  lines  disordered,  the  soldiers  climbing  over  and  around  the 
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obstractions  as  best  they  could,  continoing  the  fierce  strogg 
squads  and  companies.  The  right,  under  McGIernand, 
fought  its  way  forward  under  the  same  difficulties,  and  di 
the  whole  advance  the  heavy  guns  at  Columbus  poured 
shot  through  the  timber  above  the  heads  of  the  combai 
The  two  gunboats  were  also  engaging  the  batteries  < 
Columbus.  V 

Before  noon,  the  Rebels  had  been  driven  so  far  that  the  i 
forces  saw  the  open  field  about  the  Belmont  encampment,  i 
with  a  fierce  charge  by  the  combined  forces,  the  abatis 
crossed  and  the  Rebels  driven  from  the  camp.  In  this  last  cl 
in  the  open  field  and  into  the  enemy's  encampment,  many  o 
men  were  shot;  Col.  Lauman  himself  shortly  falling  vdth  i 
through  the  thigh.  It  was  here  that  Lieut.  DeHeuss,  o 
Seventh  Iowa,  sprang  forward  and  planted  the  company's  fl 
one  of  the  rebel  cannon,  and  here  that  Sergt.  Wallen,  of  ' 
rushed  ip  front  of  the  Seventh  with  his  own  flag,  and  le 
huzzahing  regiment  to  the  capture  of  a  rebel  banner  in  the 
A  short  galling  fire  followed  from  behind  tents  and  tree 
the  Rebels  ran  to  the  embankment  of  the  river  and  near  wo* 
hide  from  destruction. 

The  engagement  was  over.  The  victory  was  complete. 
Rebels  were  ^*  disastrously  beaten,'^  according  to  Qen.  j 
own  testimony  in  a  letter  of  July  22, 1862,  complaining  o: 
Pillow  to  the  rebel  War  Department.  ^^  Re-enforcements  < 
he  adds,  ^^  rescued  Pillow  from  annihilation.^^ 

Then  commenced  the  fatal  blundering  of  the  day.    The 
men  dropped  their  arms  and  were  plundering  the  rebel 
Some  of  the  union  officers,  elated  with  victory,  were 
about  making  speeches  to  the  men,  thinking  how  it  woi 
count  at  the  polls  in  Iowa  and  Illinois.    Then  came  the  bi 
of  the  rebel  tents.    Leisurely  and  jollily  the  union  boys 
having  a  good  time,  while  in  the  meantime,  right  there  in 
day  light,  the  Rebels  were  hurrying  forces  over  from  Col 
to  surround  and  possibly  destroy  them.     Where  was  the 
battery — where  the  captured  guns,  and  where  the  gun 
that  it  was  permitted  to  wooden  steam-boats,  loaded 
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water*8edge  with  soldiers,  to  terry  back  and  forth?    That  was 
the  marvel  of  Belmont. 

Some  of  the  union  men  were  firing  the  captured  guns  at 
empty  steamers  anchored  far  out  of  range  below  Columbus,  and 
cheering.  ^^  I  tried  to  get  them, "  says  Grant  in  his  memoirs, 
*'*'  to  turn  their  guns  upon  the  loaded  steamers  above,  and  not  so 
faraway.  Mye£forts  wereinvain.^^  The  troops,  officers  and  men, 
it  seems,  were  too  drunk  with  victory  to  hear  orders.  The  gun- 
boats busie<l  themselves  a  little  with  the  upper  batteries  and 
withdrew,  apparently  not  concerned  about  the  steamboats  carry« 
ing  the  Rebels  over  the  river  to  cut  us  off.  But  one  Sergeant,  at 
least,  was  at  his  duty.  Jeff.  Crookham,  of  the  Seventh  Iowa, 
with  a  little  squad  of  men  pulling  away  a  captured  cannon, 
stopped  and  fired  it  three  times  into  the  rebel  steamboats.  ^^  We 
were  struck  several  times,^^  says  the  rebel  captain  of  the  steam- 
boat *'*'  Charm,^*  ^^  and  one  of  the  shots  went  through  the  boiler 
deck  prostrating  one  of  the  pilots.^^  Had  the  guns  at  hand  been 
used  by  the  others  as  Sergt.  Crookham  used  his  that  day,  no 
Rebels  could  have  crossed  the  river. 

All  this  time  the  defeated  Rebels  were  lying  under  the  river 
bank,  waiting  to  surrender.  Soon  the  camp  tents  were  fired, 
and  then  the  batteries  at  Columbus  opened,  when  the  fresh  rebel 
troops,  and  the  defeated  ones,  too,  with  new  courage,  entered  the 
woods  to  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  laughing,  shouting,  speech- 
making  union  forces.    Then  came  a  cry,  "We  are  surrounded." 

"  We  cut  our  way  in,"  cried  Gen.  Grant,  "  and  we  can  cut 
our  way  out."  "  The  alarm  of  '  surrounded,' "  says  the  General, 
"  brought  the  men  under  control — and  now  commenced  the  new 
battle  for  the  boats.  The  same  woods  had  to  be  fought  through 
that  had  cost  such  a  struggle  on  entering — and  there  were  twice 
as  many  Rebels  to  fight  as  before.  Polk  had  come  over  himself, 
with  Cheatham,  and  several  regiments  of  fresh  troops.  In  fact, 
not  less  than  eleven  thousand  men  were  now  thrown  in  the  path  of 
the  Federals  striving  to  reach  the  transports.  Grant  had  not  2,500 
men  in  the  engagement. 

Again  the  struggle  was  renewed.  The  men  fought  as  fiercely 
as  on  entering  the  wood,  and*  spite  of  the  overpowering  nnmbers, 
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cut  their  way  back  to  the  boats.  ^^  Every  other  man  of  my 
iment/^  says  Lauman,  *'*'  was  killed  or  wounded.  The  conf u 
was  great.  Lt.-GoI:  Wentz  was  shot  dead  just  as  the  ret 
commenced.  Major  Rice  had  been  seriously  wounded,  Li 
Dodge  killed,  and  Lieuts.  Gardner  and  Ream  mortally  woun< 
Gapts.  Harper,  Parrott,  Eittredge  and  Gardner,  and  Lieut. 
Heuss  were  also  wounded,  and  the  men  had  fallen  by  hundi 
It  was,  in  fact,  a  desperate  retreat,  and  a  miracle  almost  that 
whole  force  was  not  annihilated.  The  gunboats  were  no\ii 
immense  service,  for  as  the  rebel  lines  followed  the  union  fo 
to  the  transports,  the  Tyler  and  Lexington,  lying  a  little  lo 
down  the  stream,  poured  a  terrible  enfilading  fire  into  i 
ranks.  The  banks  of  the  river  were  high  and  the  river  1 
This  prevented  the  fire  of  the  rebel  lines  doing  great  harm 
the  transports. 

Gen.  Grant  was  the  last  man  to  get  on  board.  He 
gone  to  look  after  the  five  companies  he  had  stationed  belo^ 
protect  the  boats.  "My  surprise  was  great,^^  says  Gen.  Gr 
^'to  find  there  was  not  a  single  man  in  the  trench.^^  C 
Detrich,  on  hearing  the  second  engagement,  had  simply  marc 
his  men  to  the  boats  without  firing  a  shot.  Had  the  Re 
known  how  unprotected  the  place  had  been  left,  they  could  I 
burned  the  boats  and  captured  Grant^s  army.  As  it  was, 
incident  nearly  cost  the  capture  of  the  General,  who,  besi 
barely  escaped  being  killed  after  reaching  the  boat.  A  rebel 
passed  through  the  sofa,  in  the  cabin,  where  a  moment  bef on 
had  lain  down  to  rest. 

Slowly  the  little  fleet,  protected  by  the  gunboats,  steal 
away.  That  night,  twenty-four  hours  after  their  leaving  C; 
in  such  spirits,  they  returned.  Their  loss  had  been,  accordini 
Gen.  Grant's  memoirs,  485  men,  killed,  wounded  and  missi 
Of  this  the  Seventh  Iowa  alone,  according  to  Col.  Laumi 
report  to  Gen.  Grant,  lost  227,  or  more  than  one-half  its  nun 
engaged,  showing  the  fierceness  with  which  it  had  fou| 
54  were  dead,  124  wounded,  and  49  missing — and  this  out 
a  force  of  only  some  400  engaged.  In  fact  the  Seventh 
nearly  on&-half  of  Grant's  total  loss.    Gapt.  Grabb,  Lieut.  Es 
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Adjt.  Boler  and  Private  Lawrence  Oregg  were  mentioned 
for  special  gallantry.  Lawrence  Oregg,  a  talented  young 
Oskalooeian,  had  a  leg  shot  off,  and  died  a  heroes  death  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

Belmont  was  a  defeat  for  the  union  forces,  and  barely  escaped 
being  a  disaster.  It  cost  many  good  lives  and  resulted  in  very 
little,  or  nothing.  For  the  Rebels,  it  was  scarcely  a  victory,  spite 
the  thanks  of  Jefferson  Davis  for  the  ^^contribution  to  the 
cause,^^  as  he  called  it,  and  of  the  thanks  rendered  God  by  the 
rebel  Congress.  Polk  and  the  Rebels  had  misconstrued  the 
movement  to  be  an  attack  on  Columbus  and  all  its  fortifications. 
He  believed  that  he  had  rescued  the  Confederacy  from  an 
awful  danger,  and  gave  thanks  accordingly. 

Gen.  Smith  had  made  his  demonstration  on  Columbus  also, 
but  reading  his  positive  orders  more  closely  he  brought  on  no 
engagement.  Gen  Paine,  whom  he  had  sent  forward  in 
charge  of  the  demonstration,  he  ordered  to  be  court-martialed 
for  approaching  too  close  to  the  enemy,  and  for  proposing  to 
bring  on  an  engagement  that  might  have  resulted  in  his  little 
band  being  ^^cut  up  in  its  retreat.*'  There  were  not  a  few  at  the 
time  who  believed  that  Gen.  Fremont  ought  to  have  treated 
Gen.  Grant  in  the  way  that  Paine  was  treated  by  Gen. 
Smith.  In  later  years,  and  with  riper  experience,  Gen.  Grant 
would  have  expected  as  much. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

AFT£R  BELMONT. 

Aftbb  Bklmont,  there  was  no  little  complaint  of  injast 
ing  been  done  the  Iowa  men  in  the  general  reports  of  th< 
There  was  an  impression  that  certain  Illinois  officers  lal 
convince  the  public  that  the  battle  had  been  won,  if  woi 
by  Illinois  troops.  Iowa  soldiers  felt  that  this  injust 
largely  from  the  fact  that  Iowa  regiments  were  usually  I 
with  regiments  of  other  states,  and  commanded  by  office 
other  states  who  were  in  many  ways  partial  to  the  ser 
their  own  men.  Besides,  Iowa  had  received  but  one 
brigadier  commissions.  Her  men,  during  a  most  in< 
winter,  were  put  upon  the  most  laborious  and  undesirabl 
in  Missouri,  guarding  long  lines  of  railroad  and  policing 
Regiments  were  cut  and  divided  into  squads  distant  frc 
other  for  the  performance  of  arduous  duties;  chasing  gi 
and  defending  unimportant  places  where  honor  and  pro 
were  never  to  be  obtained.  Nor  was  it  a  rare  thing  to 
for  protecting  the  property  of  Secessionists. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  1861,  Gov.  Eirkwood  wrote  t( 
dent  Lincoln,  urging  him  to  remedy  these  grievances.  ^* 
he  wrote,  ^^  has  some  20,000  soldiers  in  the  field,  or  in  cam 
ing  equipments,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  so  far  as  th( 
been  tried,  either  on  the  battle  field  or  in  the  scarcely  les 
ous  duties  of  camp  life  in  Missouri,  they  have  shown  the) 
to  be  at  least  equal  to  any  other  troops  in  the  service.  £ 
troops  from  Iowa  have  not  been  commanded  enough  b 
own  men.  They  have  been  unfairly  dealt  with,  in  theii 
ion,  as  to  assignments  to  the  most  laborious  duties  in  M 
and  injustice  is  done  them  in  the  reports  as  to  Belmont, 
sorry  to  be  compelled  to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  this  ( 
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is  not  wholly  without  foundation.    It  is  an  unfortunate  sta 
of  affairs  that  should  not  be  suffered  to  continue/* 

Certain  it  was  that  Iowa  soldiers  were  hayinfi^  a  hard,  bitt 
lot  of  it,  that  cold  and  disagreeable  winter  in  Missouri,  guardii 
the  state  from  Rebels,  freezing  in  their  tents,  sick  in  hospital 
and  all  their  services  unrecognized  and  unrewarded.  One  of  t1 
remedies  urged  again  and  again   by  Gov.  Eirkwood,  was  tl 

,  brigading  of  Iowa  troops  together,  under  command  of  lov 

.  generals.    To  the  President  he  urged  for  promotion  to  brig 

diers,  the  names  of  Grenville  M.  Dodge  of  the  Fourth  infantr 

Nicholas  Perczel  of  the  Tenth,  Marcellus  M.  Crocker  of  tl 

^  Thirteenth,  and  Washington  L.  Elliott  of  the  Second  Iowa  ca 

airy — all  these  bearing  the  rank  of  colonel. 

\^  The  difficulty  of  finding  places  enough  in  the  Iowa  regimen 

for  all  the  good  men  asking,  was  not  less  now  than  in  the  fir 

68  Ol 

days  of  the  war.    Honest  John  Edwards  had  expected  the  co 

onelcy  of  the  Sixteenth,  but  another,  Col.  Chambers,  bore  aws 

. .  the  prize.    The  Governor  was  mortified  at  what  might  seem  ne( 

lect  of  Edwards,  for  he  had  promised  him  this  position.    Chan 

^'  bers  was  in  the  regular  army,  and  the  Governor  had  at  an  earli( 

...  date  offered  him  this  regiment;  but  the  War  Department  woul 

not  permit  Chambers  to  accept.    Then  it  was  offered  to  E( 
^  wards.    Meanwhile  the  War  Department  had  changed  its  min< 

and  the  Adjutant  General,  knowing  only  of  the  tender  to  Chan 

bers,  issued  his  commission  at  the  moment  John  Edwards  wi 

,,  expecting  the  prize.    It  was  a  sample  case  of  the  embarrasi 

.  ments  that  constantly  surrounded  the  Governor,  as  to  the  mil 

,  tary  offices,  and  that  sometimes  led  to  bad  blood,  misunderstanc 

.  ings  and  false  accusations. 

.  Then  came  the  Seventeenth  regiment  with  Col.  Rankin,  an 

,  the  Governor  hastened  to  offer  John  Edwards  the  second  plac< 

,    .  '*I  extract  this  from  a  letter  of  Rankin's  to-day,"  writes  th 

Governor  to  Edwards.     ''  I  feel  sorry  for  Edwards  if  Chambei 

is  ahead.     He  left  Des  Moines  with  a  light  heart,  and  full  c 

'  great  expectation.     If  he  will  take  the  lieutenant-colonelcy  o 

my  regiment,  I  will  be  glad  to  have  it  tendered  to  him." 
*•  Now,  Colonel,  for  God's  sake,  and  my  sake,  accept.     I  tee 
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more  mortified  and  embarrassed  aboat  your  position  than  I  have 
ever  been  about  anything  in  my  life.  Tou  had  been  so  consid- 
erate, so  modest,  so  little  disposed  to  be  urgent,  that  it  was  a 
pleasure  to  me  to  be  able  to  give  you  a  commission,  and  my  mor- 
tification at  the  result,  which  is  so  mortifying  to  you,  is  great. 
Do  accept." 

Edwards  did  not  accept,  but  later  was  given  command  of  a 
regiment  on  the  south  border,  where  he  did  splendid  service  in  a 
difficult  position.  Later  still  he  led  the  gallant  Eighteenth  reg- 
iment, as  its  colonel,  and  was  made  brigadier  general  for 
meritorious  service. 

Very  plain  were  some  of  the  applications  for  posts,  but  plain- 
ness of  speech  gave  no  offense.  To  Col.  Worthington,  of  the 
Fifth  infantry,  who  desired  promotion  to  a  brigadiership,  though 
it  was  not  possible  to  secure  the  favor,  he  wrote:  "Your  plain- 
ness of  inquiry,  though,  is  not  offensive  to  me.  I  am  a  plain 
man  myself,  and  like  the  same  quality  in  others."  Gov.  Kirk- 
wood,  in  all  these  conflicts  for  place,  strove  to  be  direct  and 
honest,  but  all  could  not  be  pleased.  Like  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  Gov- 
ernor had  more  pegs  in  the  shape  of  friends  than  holes  to  put 
them  in. 

The  year  1861  ended  gloomily  enough.    There  had  not  been 
many  victories  for  our  arms  in  the  field,  and  dissatisfaction  pre 
vailed  with  officers  at  Washington,  while  a  war  with  Englar 
was  very  possible.    *^  I  agree  with  you,"  wrote  the  Governor 
Senator  Grimes,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1862,  about  a  war  wi 
England.     ^^  She  is,  I  think,  determined  to  fight  us,  and  if 
can  easily  make  a  pretext.    In  God^s  name,  can^t  something 
done  by  our  army? 

'*  It  seems  to  me  the  policy  of  the  country  is  controllec 
men  who  twelve  months  ago  opposed  '  coercion,'  and  whf 
months  ago  had  not  made  up  their  minds  whether  to  go  f 
Union  or  the  Rebels.     I  have  never  desponded  until  the  h 
weeks,  but  now  it  seems  to  me  our  generals  and  the  Pre 
outside  advisers  are  more  concerned  to  break  down  the 
can  party  than  to  defeat  the  Rebels." 

Those  were  not  cheerful  Christmas  times  in  the  No 
soon  a  new  star  was  to  shine,  and  a  first  new  tide  in  o 
was  to  come  in  at  Donelson, — and  it  was  to  come  lar| 
the  bayouets  of  Iowa  men. 
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CHAPTER  X: 

IOWA    AT   DONBLSOH. 

Two  DAYS  after  the  battle  of  Belmont,  Fremont  was  removed. 
QoT.  Earkwood  protested  i^oroosly  against  it,  and  propheeied 
disaster  as  a  resoli  Mutiny  did  rery  nearly  follow  among  the 
troops  whom  Fremont  had  organized  and  was  at  last  leading 
against  the  enemy  in^lfissoari.  The  aathorities  at  Washingtoik^ 
however,  were  not  listening  then  to  theloyd  Qdntfnors  as 
much  as  they  wefe  listemng  to  the  politieal  Gassandras  who  saw 
only  evil  in  any  vigoroos  oondnct  of  the  war.  And  yet,  so  far, 
it  most  be  considered,  Fremont  had  won  few  or  no  victories; 
bat  the  brilliant  snccesses  of  Ft  Henry,  Ft  Donebon  and  Pea 
Bidge  that  shortly  fDliowed  nnder  Gen.  HsUeek,  wete  won  with 
the  troops  Fremont  had  prepared  for  battle.  Had  F!resident 
Lincoln  waited  a  little,  Fremont^s  history  would  have  been  re- 
versed; he  would  have  been  promoted,  and  not  disgraced.  Fre- 
mont was  an  Abolitionist.  Naturally,  the  conservatives,  the 
pro-slavery  men  and  all  sympathizers  with  secession,  opposed 
him  and  clamored  for  his  removal.  Spite,  however,  of  all  oppo- 
sition, he  might  have  still  reteined  his  command,  and  the  cause 
been  benefited,  had  he  possessed  the  wisdom  to  surround  himself 
with  di£Perent  advisers,  or  had  he  even  posed  less  for  effect  in  St 
Louis  and  pushed  from  him  the  men  whose  hands  opened  only 
for  the  spoils  of  war.  Fremont  fell  a  victim  to  army  contracte. 
Personally  he  reaped  no  benefits,  and  left  the  service  a  poor  man. 

Gen.  Halleck,  on  comin^^  west  to  take  Fremont^s  place,  found 

the  rebel  front  stretching  across  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  in  a 

fortified  line:  from  Columbus  on  the  Mississippi,  to  Nashville  on 

the  Cumberland,  with  strong  posts  like  Donelson  and  Ft.  Henry 

midway  between.    The  rebel  troops  were  commanded  by  Albert 

Sidney  Johnston,  whom  the  Southerners  affect  to  this  day 

(91) 
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to  believe  their  ablest  general.    Qen.  Halleck  directed  th< 
em  army  from  St.  Louis.    Gen.  Johnston  directed  the 
from  Nashville,  the  capital  of  the  state,  and  the  right  flc 
his  long  line.    He  concluded  to  fight  for  that  capital,  ho 
at  the  strong  poets  of  Columbus,  Donelson  and  Ft.  Henry, 
left.    Buell  faced  him  at  Nashville,but  Buell  kept  headqu^ 
not  in  the  field,  but  north  in  Louisville.    Perhaps  Albert  § 
Johnston  did  not  fear  Buell  much.    There  was  a  man  in  i 
diate  command  in  front  of  his  extreme  left,  whom,  for  some 
reason,  he  did  fear.    It  was  the  hero  of  the  affair  at  Bel; 

After  that  November  struggle  under  the  great  guns  at  C 
bus,  until  in  February,  6en.  Grant  had  been  quietly  drillin 
preparing  his  forces  at  Cairo.  His  troops  were  mostlj 
recruits.  Few  had  ever  fired  a  gun  in  battle.  Besides  pref 
his  troops  at  Cairo,  Grant,  with  the  true  military  eye  that  i 
soon  to  distinguish  him,  was  studying  the  enemy^s  lij 
defense.  Only  fifty  miles  away  from  the  Mississippi  ri 
another  river,  running  parallel  with  it,  but  going  north  insb 
south.  Eleven  miles  further,  is  another,  also  running  i 
The  one  is  the  Cumberland,  the  other  is  the  Tennessee. 
Donelson  defended  the  one.  Ft.  Henry  the  other — whiU 
powerful  works  of  Columbus  barred  the  Mississippi. 

Columbus,  if  it  cannot  be  taken,  can  be  flanked,  thought 
Grant,  and  the  capture  of  Henry  and  Donelson  would  ope 
ers  straight  into  the  heart  of  the  Confederacy.  In  the  last 
of  the  first  month  of  1862,  Grant  tried  to  impress  on  Halle( 
expediency  of  permitting  him  to  try  his  plan  of  opening 
interior  rivers.  He  met  only  with  rebuff.  Fixed  in  hif 
that  it  was  the  proper  thing  to  do,  he  applied  at  headqu 
again.  ^^  I  can  take  and  hold  Ft.  Henry,  if  permitted,^^  he 
graphed  on  the  28th  of  January.  The  permission  cam< 
rapid  movement  of  troops  to  a  position  back  of  the  fortress 
Henry  surrendered  to  a  galling  fire  from  fifty-four  cann( 
Footers  gunboats.  It  was  a  matter  of  no  time.  *^  I  hope 
what  has  been  done  will  meet  the  approval  of  the  Departs 
writes  Grant  to  Halleck  on  the  6th  of  February,  just  aft€ 
Henry.    It  certainly  did,  and  of  all  the  country. 
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• ''  Now,  I  shall  take  and  destroy  Fort  Donelsoa  on  the 
he  adds,  in  a  significant  and  confident  telegram.  Erenfa 
layed  him  beyond  that  date.  On  the  7th,  his  troops  are  h 
ing  through  the  cold  and  mud  across  the  eleven  miles  to  D 
son,  on  the  Cumberland.  Among  those  hurrying  troops 
some  of  the  men  of  Iowa,  destined  soon  to  add  new  laun 
the  brow  of  the  loyal  state. 

Donelson  stands  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Cumberland  i 
near  the  town  of  Dover;  only,  nowadays  men  speak  of  Don 
being  near  to  Donelson.  Events  have  changed  the  phrase 
made  the  history. 

^^  Gen.  Halleck  did  net  approve  or  disapprove  of  my  goij 
Donelson,'^  says  Grant  in  his  memoirs.  ^^  He  said  nothii 
me  on  the  subject.^'  The  confident  telegram  sent  to  the  ; 
man  at  St.  Louis  from  Ft.  Henry  received  no  answer.  Al 
same,  the  12th  of  February  saw  Grants  little  army  filling 
deep  hollows  and  covering  the  rough  and  wooded  hills  ar 
Ft.  Donelson.  The  mud  and  the  cold,  the  sleet,  the  snov 
the  bitter  wind,  made  it  uncomfortable  enough  for  the  men 
shivered  along  the  lines  of  investment,  with  short  rations, 
no  blankets,  with  no  overcoats,  without  fires  or  tents,  with 
or  no  sleep,  and  nothing  in  their  hands  but  their  rifies.  I 
a  rough,  bad  country,  back  of  Donelson,  with  its  deep  ra 
and  scraggy  woods.  The  line  of  investment  ran  in  a  semi-c 
from  the  back-water  of  the  river  near  Dover  on  the  right,  ai 
to  Hickman^s  Creek  on  the  left.  On  the  opposite  side  of 
Donelson  was  the  river,  watched  by  the  federal  gunboats, 
advance  rebel  intrenchments  and  light  breastworks  ran  al 
parallel  with  the  lines  of  the  investing  force,  a  thousand 
in  front  of  the  fort.  Behind  these  were  other  lines,  and,  in 
of  all,  a  difficult  abatis  made  by  felling  trees,  their  tops  out 

Gen.  Grant  formed  his  lines  by  placing  Gen.  McClern 
division  of  Illinois  troops  on  the  extreme  right,  with  Gen. 
Smithes  division,  including  the  Iowa  regiments,  on  the 
Gen.  Lew.  Wallace^s  division,  with  its  Nebraska,  Indiana, 
Kentucky  and  Illinois  soldiers,  held  the  center.  It  was  a 
venture,  to  undertake  the  reduction  of  a  place  so  strongly 
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fied  as  Donelson  was  by  nature,  and  by  the  best  of  intrenchments; 
that,  too,  in  mid-winter,  the  soldiers  illy  clad,  no  fires,  and  even 
no  positive  permission  of  the  chief  commander  for  battle.  The 
capture,  though,  could  be  of  immense  importance,  for  Donelson 
was  the  key  to  Nashville. 

Grant  had  expected  to  take  Donelson  in  a  single  day.  Events 
rapidly  following  showed  how  much  he  was  mistaken.  On  the 
14th,  the  lines  had  the  appearance  of  besiegers.  Some  of  the 
troops  were  not  yet  to  the  front.  The  Second  Iowa  was  hurry- 
ing  up  the  Cumberland  river  as  fast  as  steam  could  carry  it,  from 
St.  Louis.  It  was  due  to  Gen.  Grant^s  personal  endeavors  that 
the  Second  Iowa  was  in  the  fight  at  all.  From  its  station  in  St. 
Louis,  it  had  been  ordered  by  Halleck  to  join  Gen.  Curtis  in  the 
west.  Had  it  gone,  it  would  have  been  at  Pea  Ridge  instead  of 
Donelson.  At  the  time  of  the  order  to  go  to  Curtis,  Gen.  Grant 
happened  to  be  in  St.  Louis,  when  Tuttle,  the  Colonel  of  the 
Second,  visited  the  General  and  asked  him  to  protest  against  the 
order.  He  found  Grant  alone,  quietly  smoking  a  cigar  on  the 
balcony  of  the  Planter^s  House.  There  was  a  long,  quiet  talk 
about  the  prospects  in  the  North — they  were  not  very  bright 
just  then,  and  Grant  himself  was  having  difficulty  in  conyincing 
Halleck  that  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers  were  the 
right  road  into  the  Confederacy.  He  still  had  hopes  of  per- 
mission to  try  the  plan.  It  was,  however,  not  wholly  his 
own  plan.  Gen.  C.  F.  Smith  approved  the  course;  so  did  Flag 
Officer  Foote,  and  Sherman  and  others.  *  If  I  can  go,"  said 
Grant,  "  I  want  your  regiment  with  me.V  It  was  a  big,  new 
full  regiment  of  Iowa  boys.  The  General  accompanied  the 
Colonel  to  H^Ueck^s  headquarters.  The  order  to  go  west  was 
rescinded,  and  while  Grant  was  marching  over  from  Henry  to 
Donelson,  Col.  Tuttle  was  ordered  to  put  his  regiment  on  a 
steamer  and  hurry  with  other  steamers  full,  up  the  Cumberland, 
to  help  him. 

The  roll  beat,  and  the  men  assembled  at  quarters.  The  Colonel 
went  to  the  train  to  start  the  ladies  of  his  family  north  and  say 
farewell  to  them.  On  his  return  to  his  regiment,  he  saw  it,  to 
his  utter  amazement,  marching  to  the  transports  with  folded 
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colors  and  with  silent  drum.  The  Second  Iowa  was  in  disg 
Some  of  the  men  had  violated  discipline,  and  the  whole 
ment,  by  the  order  of  the  post  commander,  Gen.  Hamilton 
being  punished.  Tuttle  flew  into  a  rage,  hurried  to  Hami 
hurried  to  Halleck,  and  the  storm  of  words  had  the  ardoi 
battle.  Almost  open  mutiny  was  talked  of.  The  harsh  i 
was  not  revoked.  ^^  But  go  to  the  front,^^  said  Gen.  Halle 
the  angered  Colonel — ^^Go  to  the  front;  Qen.  Grant  shall 
you  a  fighting  chance,  and  no  man  shall,  if  you  prove  henx 
so  quick  to  let  the  country  know  it  as  myself.^^  * 

In  an  hour^s  time  the  ropes  were  loosed,  and  the  stei 
crowded  with  irate  men,  pulled  down  the  river,  using  < 
means  to  overtake  the  fleet,  to  hurry  to  Grant,  and  by  dea 
valor  wipe  the  stigma  from  the  regimental  flag.  At  the  m 
of  the  Cumberland,  the  pilot,  a  secession  sympathizer,  as 
most  of  the  lower  river  pilots  of  that  day,  concluded  he  v 
take  the  boat  no  further.  ^^  I  can't,  you  know.  I  am  i 
Cumberland  river  man.  Tou  must  get  a  special  pilot.^^  A 
cial  pilot  was  sought  for,  but  none  was  to  be  found  in  Padi 
and  none  in  Smithland.  ^^  Now,  can  t  you?  "  said  the  Co 
again  to  the  obstinate  pilot.  ^^We  must  go  up  the  rivi 
once.^'  ^^I  can^t  and  I  won^t,^'  added  the  man  of  the  i 
*'  Won't  you,"  shouted  the  Colonel,  suddenly  reaching  for  s 
thing  in  his  breast  pocket.  ^'  Now  take  that  wheel,  and  run 
boat  straight  up  the  river."  The  whistle  blew,  the  bell  i 
the  ropes  were  loosed,  and  the  boat  went  on  her  way:  whil< 
hours,  sitting  or  standing  beside  the  pilot,  was  an  officer 
his  hand  on  his  breast  pocket,  helping  the  pilot  to  steer  his 
up  the  Cumberland.  It  was  an  incident  preparatory  to  g: 
eveats.  In  sight  of  Donelson,  the  fleet  is  overtaken,  the  ti 
get  ashore,  the  pilot  breathes  easier,  and  Gen.  Grant  has  pu 
Second  Iowa  in  Smith's  division,  and  at  a  point  where  it 

*The  Second  Reflriment  was  guarding  McDowell  College,  in  St.  1 
at  this  time.  The  bailding  was  used  as  a  prison  for  Rebels,  but  tbe : 
containing  the  museum  and  specimens  belonging  to  the  college,  remaii 
in  time  of  peace.  Some  vanaal,  possibly  of  the  Second  regiment,  an< 
sibly  not,  robbed  this  museum  of  part  of  its  contents.  As  the  Second 
was  guarding  it,  it  was  held  responsible  for  the  outrage,  and  the  whol 
ment  was  disgraced  by  orders. 
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have  a  ^^  good  fighting  chance."  The  very  next  day,  the  15th, 
the  chance  is  to  be  given.  Already  there  had  been  heavy  fight- 
ing at  Donelson,  and  almost  the  first  battle  cries  that  met  the 
ears  of  the  Second  Iowa  were,  ^^  the  assaults  have  failed." 

On  the  14th,  Gen.  McGlernand,  on  the  right,  had  attempted, 
with  a  few  regiments,  to  storm  and  capture  a  well  defended  bat- 
tery in  his  front.  It  was  a  fierce  fight,  but  as  the  battery  was 
defended  by  half  the  rebel  army,  the  advancing  Illinoisans 
were  nearly  annihilated.  Some  one  had  blundered.  The  same 
day  the  federal  gunboats  approached  and  shelled  the  rebel 
water  batteries  at  Grant^s  left,  and  under  the  rebel  fort.  The 
gunboats  were  disabled  and  fell  back  with  much  loss,  while  some 
fighting  at  the  left  failed  also.  That  night  the  rebel  com- 
mander telegraphed  to  Richmond  news  of  a  victory  at  Donelson, 
and  the  disheartened  federal  soldiers  lay  down  in  the  cold  with- 
out blankets  or  fires.  The  wind  was  so  bitter  and  so  merciless, 
it  was  feared  many  of  the  soldiers  might  freeze.  They  huddled 
together  in  squads,  with  perhaps  a  single  blanket  over  the  heads 
of  half  a  dozen  xa$a.  In  some  cases  the  officers  went  about 
and  shook  the  men  to  prevent  numbness,  sleep  and  freezing 
overtaking  them.  Some  of  the  Rebels  were  frozen  that  night. 
Gen.  C.  F.  Smith  sat  the  merciless  night  through,  on  a  log, 
wrapped  only  in  a  small  rubber  blanket.  The  exposure  was  too 
much,  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  gallant  soldier  who  was  to  lead 
the  Iowa  men  on  the  morrow,  died  near  Pittsburg  Landing. 

At  daylight  of  the  15th,  Gen.  Grant  rode  some  seven  miles 
over  the  rough  frozen  roads,  down  to  the  river,  to  consult  with 
Flag  OflScer  Foote,  in  command  of  the  gunboats.  In  that  inter- 
view it  was  concluded  to  send  the  gunboats  back  to  Cairo  for 
repairs,  while  the  army  should  commence  a  siege.  On  his  return, 
about  noon,  the  commander  was  amazed  to  learn  that  a  battle 
had  taken  place  in  his  absence,  and  that  disaster  was  at  that 
moment  threatening  the  army.  Shortly  after  daylight  the  entire 
rebel  array  had  made  an  effort  to  cut  its  way  oat  of  Donelson. 
Grant's  right  wing,  under  McClernand,  had  been  terrifically 
assailed,  its  columns  driven  to  retreat,  and  doubled  back  on  the 
center,  under  Wallace.  For  hours,  the  conflict  raged  with  severe 
I.  W.  T.— 7 
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loss  to  the  Union  line.  Croft^s  brigade  of  Wallace^s  divisioi 
was  sent  in  to  help,  but,  losing  its  way  in  the  woods,  fell  bael 
with  the  retreating  regiments.  At  that  insi^ant  Thayer's  bi( 
brigade  was  thrown  across  the  path  of  the  rushing  Rebels,  an( 
drove  them  back  into  their  intrenchments. 

Grant,  cool  and  unperturbed  by  the  din  of  the  battle,  rapidlj 
took  in  the  situation.  The  prisoners  and  the  wounded  showec 
that  the  rebel  regiments  went  into  battle  with  knapsacks  anc 
rations  for  a  march.  Plainly  they  were  trying  to  escape.  Bein^ 
foiled,  thought  Grant,  the  enemy  must  be  greatly  demoralized 
It  was  one  of  those  moments  in  war  when  quick  obserFatior 
and  sudden  resolution  win  battles.  ^^  The  one  who  attacks  firs 
now,''  said  Grant  to  his  chief  of  staff,  *^  will  be  victorious,  an< 
the  enemy  will  have  to  be  in  a  hurry  if  he  gets  ahead  of  me.'" 

An  assault  on  the  extreme  left  by  Smithes  division,  including 
all  the  Iowa  troops,  was  determined  on  at  once.  The  fighting 
chance  had  come.  The  chief  of  staff  rode  all  along  the  lim 
toward  the  left,  crying  to  the  soldiers:  "Fill  your  cartridg* 
boxes,  quick,  and  fall  in.    The  enemy  is  tryi%^  to  escape.^' 

Gen.  Smith,  in  person,  ordered  Lauman's  brigade  to  assaul 
The  Second  Iowa  was  at  the  left  of  the  brigade,  the  Seventh  lov 
next,  the  Twenty-fifth  Indiana  next,  and  the  Fourteenth,  led 
Col.  Shaw,  at  the  right.     Berge^s  sharpshooters,  though  attac? 
to  the  brigade,  were  not  in  line.    "  The  attack  was  made," 
Shaw,  ^^by  regiments  in  double  column,  left  in  front." 

*Tbat  Gen.  Gnmt  was  not  qaite  sore  of  the  situation,  and  that  the 

Iowa's  going  straight  into,  and  takinff  the  breastworks  at  Donels 

more  than  was  calcalated  on,  the  following  note  to  Commodore  Foot< 

implies.    The  brave  charge  more  than  *'  saved  appearances.'*    It  w 

elson: 

Gamp,  Near  Fort  Donelson,  Feb.  ) 
Andrew  H.  Foots,  Commanding  Officer  Gunboat  Flotilla  : 

If  all  the  gonboats  that  can,  will  immediately  make  their  app 
the  enemy,  it  may  secure  us  a  victory.    Otherwise  all  may  be  ae 
terrible  conflict  ensued  In  my  absence,  which  has  demoralized  a 
my  command,  and  I  think  the  enemy  is  much  more  so.    It*  the  ' 
not  show  themselves,  it  .will  reassure  the  enemy,  and  still  farthf 
our  troops.    I  must  order  a  charge  to  save  appearances.    I  do  r 
gunboats  to  go  into  action,  but  to  make  app^uunce  and  throv 
at  long  range.  U.  S. 

Brigadier-General,  C 


IOWA  AT  DOKBLSON.  99 

Tattle,  with  the  left  wing  of  his  reg^meDt,  led  the  assault,  his 
right  wing  following  with  the  other  regiments  in  order. 

''Can  you  go  into  the  intrenchraents?^'  said  the  gpray-haired 
veteran,  the  trained  soldier,  Gen.  Smith,  to  Col.  Tuttle.  ^^  Yes,'^ 
was  the  prompt  response.  ^^  Support  us,  only,  for  we  are  going 
in  there,  and  don't  you  forget  it.'^ 

Smith  scarcely  believed  it  possible  for  his  men  to  absolutely 
take  the  fortifications  in  his  front,  nor  could  he  be  sure  that 
Gen.  Grant  intended  more  than  a  violent  demonstration,  to  mis- 
lead the  enemy,  while  his  troops  elsewhere  on  the  line  should 
make  some  other  movement,  before  being  driven  to  resort  to  a 
siege. 

It  was  no  child^s  play-ground,  that — five  hundred  yards  of 
rough  ascent  covered  with  fallen  trees,  with  sharpened  limbec 
with  the  long  line  of  rifle  pits,  and,  back  of  these,  a  determined, 
angry  foe.  Already  the  rebel  troops  could  be  seen  rushing  back 
from  their  left,  to  defend  their  in trenchments.  The  sun  had 
come  out  brightly,  as  if  to  witness  a  spectacle.  The  wind  and 
the  snow  were  almost  gone,  and  the  birds,  frightened  from  the 
thundering  cannon  on  the  far  right  all  the  forenoon,  were  again 
chirping  in  the  woods  around  the  assembling  columns. 

'*'  Fix  bayonets!  forward,  and  without  firing f^  came  the  order. 
Col.  Tuttle  drew  his  sword  and  marched  slowly  ahead,  his  half 
regiment  following.  Not  far  behind,  led  by  Lt.-Col.  Baker, 
followed  the  other  half  of  the  regiment.  No  man  spoke — no 
shot  was  fired.  Soon,  as  the  Second  regiment  reaches  the  abatis, 
the  line  deploys  a  little  right  and  left  to  get  round  the 
obstacles  in  its  way — extends  itself — and  then  opens  from  the 
entrenchments  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell  and  minie  ball.  No  man 
falters.  Quietly  and  stubbornly  the  lines  advance,  picking  their 
way  among  the  fallen  trees.  Capt.  Cloutman  is  shot  dead.  A 
ball  tears,  throught  the  body  of  Capt.  Slaymaker.  "Go  on,"  he 
cries,  "  your  work  is  there.''  Men  and  oflBcers  fall  all  around. 
But  no  one  hesitates.  The  column  has  started  to  take  the  en- 
trenchments. ''  We  are  going  in,  and  don't  you  forget  it."  Closer 
and  closer  approach  the  union  lines.  Hotter  and  hotter  grows 
the  rebel  storm  of  shot  and  shell.     No  orders  are  given.    Only, 
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•'Steady,  boys" — "brave  boys."  Every  man  is  his  own  com- 
mander, and  works  his  way  up,  firing  still  no  shot;  but  with  tightly 
grasped  rifle,  sharp  bayonet  and  gleaming  eye,  faces  the  death 
in  the  trenches.  Suddenly  there  is  a  cry — the  lines  are  reached. 
"  Give  them  hell,  boys,"  shouts  the  big  Colonel,  and  the  boys  of 
Iowa  are  over  the  entrenchments,  pouring  a  flood  of  bullets  after 
the  Rebels,  who  are  flying  across  a  ravine  and  over  to  an  inner 
line  of  breastworks.  There  they  halt,  and  a  pitched  battle 
ensues  for  the  captured  ground.  It  is  in  vain  that  fresh  rebel 
regiments  hurry  to  the  contest.  The  men  who  charged  so  dar- 
ingly will  not  give  up  the  ground.  And  other  regiments  are 
climbing  the  abatis  to   help  them. 

The  Fourteenth  Iowa  being  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  was  the 
last  to  attack.  Shaw  led  it  and  advanced  upon  the  enemy's  works 
to  the  right  of  the  other  regiments.  Gen.  Smith  riding  part  of  the 
way  with  him.    Being  separated  by  fallen  timber,  the  latter  re- 
joined Shaw  inside  the  enemy's  works.     Here  it  was  that  Gen. 
Smith  took  his  canteen,  swung  it  over  his  head,  cheered,  and 
offered  the  Colonel  a  drink.    At  Shaw's  right,  the  Twelfth  Iowa, 
of  Cook's  brigade,  advanced  a  little  later,  but  was  in  the  works  in 
time  to  be  severely  engaged,  and  to  help  prevent  the  re-enforced 
enemy  from  driving  our  own  troops  out.    Col.  Woods  led  the 
regiment.      It  had  at  first  made  a  feint  of  attack  further  to  the 
right,  but  now  moved  to  the  left  toTuttle^s  support,  and  charging 
through  the  fallen  timber,  received  a  galling  fire  of  grape  and  can- 
ister. On  reaching  the  breastworks,  the  regiment  poured  a  hot  fir 
of  musketry  into  the  enemy,  who  not  only  met  it  in  front,  b 
opened  on  it  with  artillery  at  the  right.    Under  this  cross-f 
the  Twelfth  fought  the  enemy  for  two  hours,  helping  to  c 
him  from  and  beyond  the  deep  ravine  back  of  the  breastwi 
The  Seventh  Iowa,  led  by  Col.  Parrott,  had  promptl}'  adva' 
and  fought  with  extreme  bravery,  adding  to  the  splendid  n 
tion  it  had  won  at  Belmont.    All  the  Iowa  regiments,  esj 
the  Second,  had  won   the  admiration  of  the  army 
country. 

The  assault  of  the  Second  Iowa,  Hupported  by  the  i' 
Iowa  regiments  and  the  Twenty-fifth  Indiana,  won  th 
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Donelson.  It  was  an  Iowa  victory.  ^^  There  was  nothing/*  says 
Shaw,  ^'  in  the  history  of  the  whole  war,  that  ezceb  that  charge 
of  the  Second  Iowa." 

That  night  in  the  cold  and  dreariness  lay  the  wounded,  friend 
and  foe,  and  all  night  went  orders  right  and  left  to  prepare 
for  storming  the  main  works  on  the  morrow. 

The  scene  inside  the  fort  was  one  of  melancholy  and  despair. 
Gold,  and  hungry,  and  defeated,  the  illy  clad  rebel  soldiers 
waited  and  feared  the  morrow.  Some  of  the  rebel  officers,  with 
their  commands,  stricken  with  cowardice,  slipped  over  the  river, 
deserted  their  comrades  and  escaped;  among  them,  their  chief 
commanders,  Floyd  and  Pillow.  Gen  S.  B.  Buckner  assumed 
command  of  the  desperate  position,  and  long  before  morning 
this  little  note  was  sent  to  a  subordinate  officer: 

''Have  the  white  flag  hoisted  on  Fort  Donelson^  but  not  the 
batteries.  S.  B.  Buckner,  Brigadier  OeneraV^ 

The  officer  was  directed  further  to  seek  communication  with 
Gkn.  Grant  through  the  nearest  federal  picket.  That  was 
one  of  the  posts  of  Lau  man's  brigade.  In  the  gray  of  the  early 
morning,  a  truce  bugle  was  heard,  and  an  officer  bearing  a  white 
flag  and  a  note  to  G^n.  Grant,  approached  the  picket  line. 
Lauman  sent  the  note  to  Smith,  the  division  commander,  who 
sent  it  to  Grant.  The  world  knows  the  answer  to  that  little 
note  sent  in  the  gray  of  the  morning."^ 

Donelson  surrendered  unconditionally,  and  by  full  daylight, 
white  flags  all  along  the  rebel  line  showed  that  the  contest  was 
finished.  Gen.  Lauman  rightly  claimed  for  his  brigade  the 
honor  of  first  marching  into  the  captured  fort.  So  on  that 
bright  Sunday  morning,  while  the  people  of  the  North  were 

*Tbe  well  known  summons  sent  into  the  rebel  fort  that  morning  read 
as  below,  and  was  dated  Feb.  16,  at  headquarters  in  the  field,  Camp 
Donelson : 

Gen.  S.  B.  nuCKNKU,  Confederate  Army: 

Sir:  Yours  of  this  dat^f,  propo>in>;f  armistice,  and  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  settle  tPTma  ot  capitulation,  is  just  received.  No  terms 
except  an  UDconditional  und  immediate  surrender  can  be  accepted.  I  pro- 
pose  to  move  immediately  upon  your  works. 

1  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

U.  S.  GRA.NT.  Brig,  Gm% 
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kneeling  in  their  homes  and  charches  to  pray  for  yictory,  thd 
Fourth  brigade,  headed  by  the  Second  Iowa,  marched  into  Don* 
elson  with  flags  flying,  and  to  the  sound  of  fifes  and  drums  and 
union  cannon.    So  Donelson  was  won. 

Halleck  kept  his  word.  The  Second  Iowa  had  had  its  fight- 
ing chance.    In  the  hands  of  the  writer  is  this  telegram: 

"St.  Louis,  Feb.  18,  1862. 
''Adjutant  Gbnebal  Baker: 

'^  The  Second  Iowa  infantry  proved  themselves  the  bravest  of 

the  brave.    They  had  the  honor  of  leading  the  column  which 

entered  Fort  Donelson. 

"H.  W.  Hallbok,  Major  OeneraV 

In  the  midst  of  the  gloom  that  hung  over  the  country  that 
winter  of  1861-2,  Donelson  came  like  a  new  light.  It  was  the 
first  great  victory  of  the  West.  Fifteen  thousand  men,  with 
sixty  cannon,  and  large  supplies,  had  surrendered  at  discretion. 

But  the  surrender  itself  was  nothing  compared  with  the  im- 
mense results  that  followed.  "  It  was  the  turning  point  of  the 
war,"  said  Halleck  to  McClellan.  The  whole  rebel  line  of  the  West^ 
from  Nashville  to  Columbus^  fell  back  a  hundred  miles.  The 
key  to  Nashville  was  gone.  Columbus  was  evacuated.  "  The 
situation,"  says  Gen.  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  to  Jefferson  Davis, 
'^  left  me  no  alternative  but  to  evacuate  Nashville  or  sacrifice  the 
army."  The  blow  was  disastrous  and  almost  without  a  remedy. 
It  had  cost  Grant's  troops  heavily.  The  casualties  were  2,832 
men,  the  greatest  losses  being  in  McClernand's  division  on  thr 
right.    The  left  also  lost  heavily,  for  the  number  fighting. 

The  Second  Iowa,  out  of  only  630  engaged  in  the  assault,  1 
197  men — 33  killed  and  164  wounded.    The  Seventh  Iowa  1 
39,  the  Fourteenth  regiment  26  (one  of  whom  was  captur 
and  the  Twelfth,  30;  but  these,  except  as  to  the  Second,  incl 
some  losses  of  the  preceding  days,  when  one  or  two  futile  f 
were  made  to  dislodge  the  enemy  in  front  of  Smith.'' 

^Amonic  other  attemptsprecedinff  the  main  aRsault,  had  been  a  v 
lant  bat  vain  effort  of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa  and  the  Twenty-6fth  Indi 
days  before,  to  captare  a  rebel  battery  in  front  of  Lauman's  hnff2L' 
Seventh  and  Twelfth  also  engaged  in  the  attacks  of  the  13th  of  Fe 
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Second  regiment's  loss  was  wholly  in  the  charge  of  that  after- 
noon. 

Many  Iowa  men  made  heroes  of  themselves  that  day — many 
filled  heroes'  graves.  Slay  maker,  and  Clout  man,  and  Harper,  of 
the  Second,  fell  dead  leading  their  men  in  the  charge.  At  their 
sides  fell  lesser  officers  from  almost  every  company.  Sergeants 
Doolitile,  Doty,  Dunn,  Jurney  and  Morse,  and  Corporals  Meally, 
Page  and  Berkey,  with  31  privates,  lay  dead  in  their  tracks,  as 
our  men  went  over  the  intrenchments.  Major  Chipman,  and 
Lieutenants  J.  B.  Weaver,  Holmes,  Tisdale,  Ensign,  Godfrey, 
.  Huntington  and  Bing,  with  many  privates,  were  wounded.* 
Every  man  of  the  little  color  guard  was  killed,  wounded  or  in- 
jured. Sergt.  Doolittle,  bearing  the  flag,  fell,  pierced  with  four 
bullets.  Corp.  Page  grasped  the  fallen  flag  and  was  shot  dead. 
Corp.  Churchill  seized  it  and  was  wounded.  Corp.  Twomblyf 
sprang  forward,  and  was  knocked  down  by  a  spent  ball,  but 
rising,  bore  the  honored  flag  to  the  end  of  the  fight. 

The  following  names  are  referred  to  in  Col.  Tuttle's  report  as 
worthy  of  mention  for  gallantry:  Lt.-Gol.  Baker,  Maj.  Chip- 
man,  Adjt.  Tuttle,  Captains  Mills,  Cox,  Moore,  Wilkin;  Lieuten- 
ants Scofield,  Ensign,  Davis,  Holmes,  Huntington,  Weaver, 
Mastick,  Snowden  and  Godfrey,  and  Sergt.  Maj.  Brawner.  Sur- 
geons Marsh  and  Nassau  were  complimented  for  devotion  and 
bravery. 

The  Seventh  Iowa  had  two  privates  killed,  and  two  Lieuten- 
ants (James  B.  Sample  and  Wm.  G.  Moore),  five  Sergeants,  two 
Corporals,  and  twenty-eight  privates  wounded.  The  Fourteenth 
Iowa  lost  on  the  day  of  the  charge  but  eight  men — one  killed 
and  seven  wounded;  among  them,  S.  H.  Smith,  the  Sergeant 
Major,  who  fell  dead  at  the  ColoneFs  side.  The  Twelfth  Iowa, 
fighting  in  the  Third  brigade,  lost  one  man  killed  and  27 
wounded.  Lt.-Col.  Coulter,  Maj.  Brodtbeck,  Sergt.  Maj.  Morrisy 
and  Color  Sergt.  Grannis  were  complimented  for  gallantry  in 
Col.  Woods'  report;  also  for  faithful  duty,  Lieutenants  Duncan 
and  Dorr,  and  Siir<^eons  Parker  and  Finley. 

*Col.  Tuttle  wius  flerioiisly  injured  by  a  cannon  ball  8tnkin(?a  log  on  which 
he  was  stamlin^  inBicle  the  breastworks. 

tThe  present  State  Treasurer  of  Iowa. 
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Col.  Tattle,  Lieutenant-Colonels  Parrott  and  Baker,  CoL  ShaWt 
and  Majors  Rice  and  Chipman,  were  all  mentioned  by  Lamnan 
as  deserving  honor.* 

The  victory  made  five  major  generals,  while  almost  eveiy 
colonel  commanding  was  made  a  brigadier.  Curiously  enough* 
the  rifles  used  by  the  Second  Kentucky  at  Donelson  against  oar 
men  were  the  very  same  six-shooters  with  which  John  Brown 
had  armed  his  followers  when  in  Iowa  three  years  before.  Tbqr 
had  been  captured  with  him  at  Harper^s  Ferry. 

Donelson  surrendered  on  Sunday  morning,  February  the  16ih,' 
1861.  By  noon  of  Monday  the  news  reached  Iowa.  The  rejoie-  ^ 
ings  and  the  gladness  were  as  great  as  they  were  long  af  terwaid 
when  Richmond  fell.  Many  even  thought  Donelson  would  end 
the  war.  The  Legislature  was  in  session  in  Des  Moines,  and 
when  the  news  came,  the  rejoicings  of  its  members  knew  no 
bounds.  That  afternoon.  Gov.  Eirkwood  gave  a  loyal  men's  ban- 
quet, memorable  for  its  words  and  its  joyousness  in  the  staters 
history.  Shortly  after,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Hughes,  Surgeon 
General  of  the  state.  Senator  Udell,  and  Maj.  Kellogg  of  Deca- 
tur, the  Governor  went  to  Donelson,  to  help  and  cheer  the 
wounded  heroes.  He  brought  back  with  him  the  bullet-ridden 
flag  of  the  Second  Iowa,  and  hung  it  above  the  Speaker's  desk  in 
the  Assembly,  as  a  sign  of  how  Iowa  won  her  honor.  It  was 
received  by  Hon.  Rush  Clark,  the  Speaker,  in  a  speech  glowing 
with  tribute  to  the  valor  of  Iowa  soldiers. 

The  following  private  letters  written  on  the  battle  ground  are 
interesting  and  valuable.  Two  are  from  Colonel,  afterward  Gen. 
Lauman,  to  his  wife  and  brother,  and  one  is  from  Colonel, 
afterward  GFen.  Tuttle,  the  hero  of  the  charge,  to  his  father: 

FoBT  DoNELBON,  Tennessee,  Feb.  17,  1862. 

Dear  Wife:  lam  again  safe.  My  life  is  still  prolonged.  Let  me  ho 
it  is  for  some  good  purpose.  We  have  had  a  great  battle,  the  fight  lastii 
for  three  day 8,  but  you  will  hear  of  it,  and  the  great  result  to  flow  out  o^ 
long  before  this  reaches  you. 

I  commanded  the  Fourth  brigade  of  the  Second  division,  and  my 
mand  made  their  mark.        •       •       ♦       Pqq^  Jj^^j]^  Slaymaker  was  ' 

♦The  losses  at  Ft.  Donelson  are  taken  from  the  Rebellion  Records. 
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gallantly  leading  his  men  to  the  charge  on  the  lait  day—indeed,  the  only 
day  the  Second  were  in  the  engagement.  Capt.  Cloatouui  fell,  alto  biafoly 
doing  his  daty.  Harry  was  wounded  very  seirerely,  hot  the  smgeona  tay 
he  will  recover.  I  left  my  command  to  see  him  and  poor  Jack  last  erening* 
I  have  ordered  Jack*8  remains  to  be  properly  cared  for,  to  send  home  to  his 
parents,  and  will  see  that  it  is  done  properly,  although  my  time  is  so  occu- 
pied 1  have  scarcely  time  to  write  this  note,  nor  do  I  know  when  nor  how  it 
will  leave  here.  I  am  now  in  command  of  Fort  Donelson,  and  my  brigade 
are  quartered  in  the  fortifications.  We  will  be  ordered  forward  soon,  I  hope, 
and  1  sincerely  trust  our  success  will  be  the  harbinger  of  a  speedy  dose  of 
the  horrid  rebellion.  1  received  your  two  letters  just  before  we  were  ordered 
into  action,  and  I  had  to  laugh  over  your  congratulations  at  my  good  quar- 
ters in  Smithland,  when  for  two  nights  I  had  been  camped  under  a  tree, 
and  it  raining  and  snowing  on  me,  without  a  tent.  But  my  health  is  improv- 
ing. My  cold,  under  which  I  have  been  suffering,  is  getting  better,  and  I 
am  able  to  endure  a  great  deal  of  hardship. 

Qen.  Smith  (Paducah  Smith)  is  a  good  soldier.  The  reputation  of  the 
Iowa  Seventh  is  as  bright  as  ever,  although  their  loss  is  trifling.  The  state 
may  well  be  proud  of  their  troops. 

I  lost  all  my  bedding  yesterday,  and  doubt  very  much  if  I  find  it  again. 
Wa  marched  out  of  camp  leaving  everything  behind,  and  wa  friends  helped 
themselves.  I  will  look  after  Harry— I  think  he  will  do  well.  Dr.  Marsh 
sajTS  the  wound  in  his  stomach  did  not  penetrate  far  enough  to  do  any  ser- 
ious ii^jury.  I  trust  this  may  be  so.  He  is  in  good  spirits,  and  bore  his  flag 
like  a  hero.    Love  to  all.    Good  bye.  Tours  affectionately, 

J.  0.  Lauxait* 

Fort  Donelson,  Tennessee,  Feb.  19, 1862. 

Dear  Brother :  The  battle  is  fought,  the  dead  are  buried  and  the  wounded 
cared  for,  and  we  are  again  settling  down  to  the  old  routine  of  military  dis- 
cipline. But  what  a  scene  we  have  passed  through,  and  what  a  victory  wa 
have  won  !  We  have  already  sent  off  eight  or  nine  thousand  prisoners,  and 
we  have  more  yet  to  send.  But  such  a  lot  of  humanity  I  never  saw  before 
— all  butternut  color;  but  they  can  shoot,  as  many  of  our  boys  can  testify. 

1  have  made  my  report  to  Gen.  Smith,  which  I  suppose  will  be  published, 
and  before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  know  more  about  the  battle  than  I  do. 
I  have  already  Been  that  the  Iowa  Seventh  was  all  cut  up  on  the  first  day's 
fight  I  hope  you  did  not  let  any  of  these  reports  disturb  you.  We  had  a 
hard  time.  For  three  nights  we  lay  in  the  open  air  without  tents,  and  some 
without  blankets,  raining  and  snowing  aU  night  The  last  night  we 
remained  under  arms  all  night,  prepared  to  repel  an  as8ault;  but  when 
morning  came — and  oh!  how  long  it  was  in  coming— the  enemy  attracted 
our  attention  to  their  white  flag,  and  I  received  proposals  for  capitulation* 
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which  we  promptly  forwarded  to  Gton.  Smith,  and  throQflrh  him 
Grant.  Gen.  Grant  refused  terms  and  insisted  on  nnoonditional  am 
and  an  hoar  was  g^ven  them  to  consider.  At  the  end  of  that  time  I 
shouts  of  the  men  gare  indications  that  the  surrender  was  nnoonc 
Hien  commenced  the  r^'oicings.  I  claimed  for  my  brigade  the  i 
enter  first,  which  was  accorded;  when  with  drams  beating  and  ooloi 
we  entered  the  fort.  The  Rebels  were  drawn  np  in  line,  with  their 
great  heaps,  and  looked  quite  woe-begone,  I  assure  you,  as  theTictori 
along. 

My  brigade  is  in  the  fort,  of  which  I  have  command.  Gen.  Smith 
ion  is  quartered  all  around  about  The  fortifications  extend  orer  the 
for  miles,  and  the  other  division  of  the  army  encamped  at  othei 
The  greatest  low  was  on  our  right,  in  McGlemand^s  division.  Th< 
endeavored  to  cut  through  at  that  point,  and  foaght  with  great  deff 
—loss  veiy  heavy.  But  you  know  all  this  and  more,  and  this  will 
news  to  you.  I  found  the  pistols  I  lost  at  Belmont  at  Fort  Doni 
others  just  as  good. 

Capt  R — —  will  return  to  Burlington,  he  informed  me  to-day,  if 
time.    So  he  informed  me,  but  he  may  not  be  able  to  get  off.    If 
will  send  a  flag,  aeeeshf  captured  in  the  fort.    They  either  dei 
secreted  their  flags,  as  none  could  be  found.    I  have  not  yet  seen  ' 
of  my  commanding  officer,  but  (Jen.  Grant  has  caused  a  highly  f 
ary  order  to  be  road  to  the  troops.    Gen,  Smith  is  a  good  o 
brave  as  a  lion.    I  am  proud  to  be  under  him.    I  had  a  good  br 
believe  they  like  me.    I  hope  the  rebellion  will  receive  such  a 
this  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  hold  up  their  heads  for  some  t 
I  am  obliged  to  Jenny  for  her  kind  and  very  acceptable  letter, 
will  write  again.    I  received  a  letter  from  Gov.  Eirkwood  cov 
lutions  of  the  legislature  of  Iowa,  and  had  them  read  to  m} 
evening.    Tell  Lou  that  Harry  Doolittle  is  doing  well.    I  w( 
to  see  him,  but  it  had  started  before  I  got  there.    He  will 
present  at  Paducah,  I  suppose.    I  met,  as  I  was  on  my  waT 
the  boat  was  lying.  Drs.  Marsh  and  Nassau  of  Iowa  Seco 
this  information.    Among  the  hundreds  of  wounded  and 
impossible  to  keep  the  whereabouts  of  anyone.    I  must  n 
dose.    Let  Lou  see  this,  and  it  will  be  the  same  as  though 
her.    Capt.  Slaymaker's  remains  were  forwarded  to  St.  J 
tion  to  send  home.    I  cut  off  a  lock  of  his  hair  and  sen 
friends,  fearing  something  might  occur  that  the  coffin  c 
when  it  got  home.    Give  my  love  to  all,  and  if  anythii 
take  good  care  of  wife  and  little  ones,  and  believe  me  t^ 
brother^ 
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FoBT  DoHXUOir,  Feb.  18, 1882. 

D&ar  Father:  Loog  before  foa  get  this,  tbe  tdegnph  will  inform  you  of 
the  perticolan  ot  tbe  oaptaie  of  this  Teiy  impoctent  poet,  and  also  tbe  pact 
tbe  Second  Iowa  took  in  it  I  do  not  know  how  the  reports  will  reach  you 
at  home,  bat  bete  we  are  coTered  with  glocy.  I  bare  been  Tecy  bnqr  since 
the  battle,  attending  to  the  bmying  of  tiie  dead,  and  taking  care  of  the 
wounded.    I  could  find  no  tune  to  write  sooner. 

I  thought  of  nothing,  while  climbing  the  hill  on  *'  double  ({uick  **  to  storm 
the  fort  but  to  keep  my  men  in  order  and  prevent  contusion.  When  I  saw 
my  gallant  boys  scaling  the  earthworks  and  patting  the  Rebels  to  the  bay- 
onet, and  shooting  them  down  with  still  greater  fistality  than  they  had  as 
just  before,  I  felt  like  clasping  each  one  of  our  bra?e  boys  in  my  anus. 
Our  loss  was  Teiy  great,  but  theirs  mach  greater.  After  the  battle  was  oter 
it  was,  and  still  is,  terriUe  to  think  of.  Joel  and  1  were  side  hj  side  most 
<^  the  time.  He  fought  bravely,  even  a  little  rashly  sometimes.  He  was 
not  touched.  I  was  graied  by  a  ball  which  passed  through  |ny  coatpsleeTe 
and  giore,  hitting  the  hilt  d  my  sword  and  knocking  it  ofer  my  head.  The 
sudden  wrenching  of  it  out  of  my  band,  paralysed  my  arm  during  the  test 
of  the  engagement  I  was  afterward  standing  on  a  k)g,  beckoning  to 
another  regiment  behind  us  to  come  on,  when  a  cannoa  bail  stack  the  log, 
forcing  it  from  under  me.  1  fell  badcward  mi  a  limb,  injoriag  my  back 
veiy  much;  1  cannot  straighten  it  yet  Tell  the  Des  Moines  folks  that  their 
company  did  nobly.  Capt  Mills  and  1  were  cUmc  together  most  of  the 
time.  He  fought  bravely.  lieuts.  Ensign  and  Qodfrqr  also  did  brarelj. 
Sergt.  Doty  was  among  the  bravest  of  the  brave,  and  died  like  a  hero. 
George  Morse,  of  Farmington,  also  died  bravely.  He  was  one  of  the  best 
sergeants  of  the  regiment  We  lost  some  noble  young  men,  one  out  of 
every  three,  either  killed  or  wounded.  I  was  over  the  battle  field  to-day, 
and  don't  see  how  any  of  us  escaped  alive.  •       *       *       •       • 

J.  M.  TUTTT.B. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

IOWA  AT  THE  BATTLE  OF  PEA  REDGE. 

March  7  and  8,  1B62. 

• 

At  the  very  hour  almost  when  Got.  Eirkwood  was  presentt 
ing  the  Legislature  with  the  bloody  flag  of  Donelson,  came  the 
news  of  another  great  battle  in  which  Iowa  troops  had  beha?ed 
like  heroes.  The  Fourth  and  Ninth  regiments  were  to  be 
added  to  lowa^s  scroll  of  honor.    The  battle  of  Pea  Bidge  was 

* 

commenced  on  the  7th  and  was  won  on  the  8th  of  March,  1802. 
The  rebel  army  under  Gen.  Sterling  Price  had  been  concen« 
trating  and  wintering  at  the  town  of  Springfield,  only  a  dozen 
miles  away  from  the  bloody  battle  field  of  Wilson^s  Creek. 

All  Southwest  Missouri  ^as  still  in  turmoil.  Arson  and 
murder  were  still  the  order  of  the  day.  The  persecution  of 
union  citizens  continued  wherever  a  rebel  force  could  get  a 
foothold.  Thousands  of  the  loyal  people  of  the  state  were 
driven  to  seek  refuge  in  union  camps — old  men,  women  and 
children  bearing  the  hardships  of  soldiers,  and  receiving  food 
and  shelter  from  the  hands  of  strangers.  Their  own  homes' 
were  deserted,  their  farms  and  crops  trampled  by  the  foot  of 
the  invader,  and  thousands  of  their  houses  given  to  the  flames. 
The  union  people  of  Missouri  verily  had  no  place  to  lay  their 
heads.  They  were  miserable  fugitives  in  their  own  state,  and  in 
sight  of  their  own  burning  homes. 

The  invasion  of  the  state  by  Price  and  his  rebel  hordes 
brought  only  misery  to  the  people.  Price  hoped,  with  the 
assistance  of  heavy  forces  from  Arkansas  and  Texas,  to  again 
overrun  the  whole  state  and  capture  St.  Louis  and  the  capital. 
There  was  serious  danger  of  his  being  able  to  do  all  this.  Hal* 
leek,  now  in  command  of  the  department,  with  headquarters  at 
St.  Louis,  had  his  hands  full  sending  re-enforcements  and  aid  to 
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Grant  at  Donelson.  Every  available  man  was  being  sent  to  the 
army  on  the  Tennessee  river,  and  McGlellan  was  crying  for 
western  troops  to  be  sent  east  to  help  them  there.  Halleck 
was  almost  in  despair.  He  worked  day  and  night;  the  tick  of 
the  telegraph  at  his  headquarters  was  never  silent.  He  was 
patriotic  and  courageous  and  competent,  but  he  could  not  be  in 
all  places  at  once,  nor  send  regiments  south  and  east  at  the 
same  time.  While  Halleck  was  pushing  his  forces  on  the  Ten- 
nessee, Price  and  his  cohorts  might  overwhelm  Missouri  and 
drive  his  very  headquarters  into  the  Mississippi  river.  *'  1  must 
leave  him  to  you;  I  must  leave  Price  to  you,^*  wrote  Halleck  to 
Gen.  Curtis,  lowa^s  first  brigadier.  It  was  early  in  February. 
The  roads  were  wretchedly  bad,  and  the  winter  weather  excep- 
tionally severe.  In  selecting  Gen.  Curtis  to  repel  and  destroy 
Price^s  army,  Halleck,  as  the  sequel  proved,  acted  wisely.  Curtis 
was  educated  at  West  Point — ^had  stood  high  in  his  class,  and  in 
1847  had  led  an  Ohio  regiment  in  the  Mexican  war.  He  served 
also  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Wool. 

When  the  rebellion  broke  out.  Gen.  Curtis,  a  member  of  Con- 
gress from  Iowa,  was  serving  on  the  military  committee  of  the 
House  at  Washington,  and  hastened  at  once  to  offer  his  services 
as  a  soldier  to  the  President.  On  the  1st  of  June,  1861,  he  was 
unanimously  chosen  Colonel  of  the  Second  Iowa  infantry.  Gen* 
Lyon  telegraphed  him  at  the  regiment's  rendezvous  camp  at 
Keokuk,  on  the  12th  of  June,  to  hurry  his  regiment  to  Hanni- 
bal in  Missouri,  "to  help  put  down  traitors  everywhere."  The 
order  came  at  midnight,  and  by  daylight  the  Second  Iowa  was 
on  the  boat  steaming  down  the  river.  It  was  the  first  Iowa  com- 
mand to  cross  the  rebel  Rubicon  of  the  Missouri  border.  The 
First  Iowa  followed  south  the  next  day.  Gen.  Scott,  who  knew 
and  appreciated  the  qualities  of  Gen.  Curtis,  had  had  him  made 
brigadier  general,  and  by  mid-winter  of  1861-2,  Gen.  Halleck 
appointed  him  "to  take  care  of  Price's  army." 

The  rebel  General  Price  entered  Springfield  on  Christmas  day, 
and  the  next  day  Gen.  Curtis  commenced  assembling  an  army  at 
Rolla  to  meet  him.  It  was  called  "  The  Army  of  the  South- 
west," and  consisted  of  four  divisions,  having  among  its  com- 
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manders  men  like  Sigel  and  Dodge,  Garr  and  Davis,  Osterh 
and  Herron.  The  famous  Phil.  Sheridan  was  its  Qaa Ttermas 
General.  Osterhaas  commanded  the  First  division,  Asboth 
Second,  Col.  Jeff.  G.  Davis  the  Third,  and  Gol.  Garr,  of  the  rei 
lar  army,  the  Fourth.  Sigel  led  the  First  and  Second  divisL 
as  a  wing,  and  Gurtis  commanded  the  whole  force.  Gol.  Dod 
of  the  Iowa  Fourth,  led  the  First  brigade  of  Garr*s  divisi 
The  brigade  consisted  of  his  own  regiment,  the  Fourth,  cc 
manded  by  Lt.-GoL  Galligan,  the  Ninth  Iowa,  commanded 
Lt.-Gol.  Herron,  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Illinois.  Vandever, 
Golonel  of  the  Iowa  Ninth,  led  the  Second  brigade  of  Gai 
division. 

That  winter  in  Rolla  was  intensely  disagreeable  for  the  i 
diers,  the  weather  extremely  inclement,  roads  scarcely  passa 
and  constant  sickness  in  camp.  The  Fourth  Iowa,  the  o: 
Iowa  regiment  there,  the  Ninth  coming  later,  suffered  seven 
There  was  ^^  danger  of  the  men  of  the  Fourth  all  dying,^^  wr 
a  correspondent.  But  frequent  furloughs  and  prospects 
real  campaign  revived  the  sunken  spirits,  and  the  regime] 
the  middle  of  January,  1862,  was  ready  for  work. 

January  14th,  the  advance  of  the  army  toward  Sprini 
one  hundred  miles  away,  commenced.    At  Lebanon  the  co^ 
concentrated,  and  here  a  renewed  forced  march  comr 
Every  pound  of  surplus  baggage  was  left  behind.    So  w 
the  tents,  and  the  sutlers,  and  the  bands,  the  servants 
things  that  could  interfere  with  quick    marching  8 
fighting. 

'^  You  have  already  endured  much,''  said  Gurtis  to  I 
when  they  reached  Lebanon.    '*"  Tou  have  moved  th' 
coldest  and  most  stormy  period  of  a  cold  winter,  a^ 
your  trains  and  equipments  through  snow,  mud,  flooc 
without  a  murmur.'^    But  more  fortitude,  patience  a 
were  now  to  be  required.    Tents,  stores  and  all  ar 
iences  were  reduced  still  more,  and  the  army  mc 
Springfield.    ^^  It  looks  like  work,'"  said  Halleck,  ¥^ 
how  the  little  army  with  half  ifs  supplies  was  pus 
dead  of  winter  over  nearly  impassable  roads,  bri< 
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and  wading  through  mud  and  storm  to  attack  an  enemy  doubk 
its  numbers  on  its  own  ground. 

Sterling  Price  did  not  wait  for  an  army  of  such  resolution  to 
approach  him,  but  retreated  from  Springfield  on  thQ  18th'  ot 
February,  just  as  the  federal  army  was  deploying  its  line  of 
battle  for  the  attack.  Early  on  that  morning  a  company  of 
the  Iowa  Fourth,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  entered  Springfield  in 
the  mist  and  fog  just  as  the  rebel  rear  guard  disappeared  in  the 
distance. 

Curtis's  army  on  that  day  numbered  12,095  men,  with  SO 
pieces  of  artillery.  Price  had  fallen  back  with  largely  snperioi 
numbers,  and  was  now  to  seek  refuge  in  the  passes  of  the  Boston 
mountains,  and  be  re-enforced  by  other  generals  with  fresh 
troops  and  bands  of  Indians. 

The  pursuit  of  the  retreating  Rebels  through  an  almost  deso- 
late country  on  the  Arkansas  border,  was  rapid  and  close.    Here 
and  there  their  rear,  overtaken  by  Gurtis's  swift  cavalry  and 
infantry,  would  stop  and  fight  a  few  minutes  and  again  fl' 
One  of  these  halts  occurred  at  *^  Sugar  Greek,^^  in  the  hi 
known  as  the  Ozark  mountains.    The  fight  rose  to  the  digni 
of  a  battle.    The  firing  was  severe,  and  many  were  killed  ' 
wounded  on  both  sides;   but  again,  the  Rebels,  defeated 
back.    Except  the  First  Iowa  battery,  no  Iowa  troops  too' 
at  Sugar  Greek. 

In  a  deep,  extensive  canyon  with  natural  fortifications, 
miles  farther  south,  and  not  far  from  Fayetteville,  in  A* 
Price  halted  his  army.    The  place  was  called  ^^  Gross  J 
and  was  considered  almost  impregnable.    Here  the 
Ben.  McGuUoch    had  wintered  wit^  a  large  force 
troops,  and  now  united  with  the  army  of  Price,  s 
numbers  to  perhaps  three  times  those  of  the  army  c 

Price  now   wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Missouri,  e 
retreat.     He  closed  with  the  words,  "  Governor 
dent  of  the  future.'^    Possibly  his  confidence  ab 
by  a  flank  movement,  '*  Gross  Hollows"  was  soc 
of  Gurtis,  and  its  name  changed  to  that  of  **"  ^ 

ntonville  and  Fayetteville  and  other  neighb 
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tween  the  Ozark  and  Boston  mountains,  were  occupied  by  the 
Union  army,  and  the  march  south  halted. 

Curtis  was  now  240  miles  from  his  supplies  and  communica- 
tions at  Rolla,  and  while  the  enemy  was  re-enforced  and  secure 
in  the  north  foot  hills  of  the  Boston  mountains  in  his  front, 
it  was  safe  to  assume  that  the  re-enforced  rebel  army  might 
come  out  from  its  mountain  fastness,  and  attack  at  any  time  an 
army  occupying  a  position  that  was  indeed  perilous.  To  ha?e  a 
battle  ground  of  his  own  choosing,  Curtis  fell  back  a  little  on 
the  line  of  Sugar  Creek,  the  scene  of  the  former  fight,  and  just 
south  of  a  high  plateau  known  as  Pea  Bidge.  6en.  Van  Dom  had 
now  come  on  and  taken  chief  command  of  the  concentrated 
rebel  forces. 

"  Beware  of  Van  Dom,"  wrote  Halleck  to  Curtis,  "  he  is  an 
energetic  officer.*'  Curtis  needed  the  warning,  for  his  di?isions, 
in  order  to  obtain  supplies  from  the  country,  were  too  far  apart. 
Davis's  division  lay  on  Sugar  Creek;  Osterhaus^s  and  Asboth's 
divisions  were  some  fifteen  miles  in  advance  and  to  the  right,  at 
Bentonville,  while  Carr's  division  occupied  the  old  rebel  camp  of 
"  Cross  Hollows,"  fifteen  miles  southeast  of  Bentonville.  Van- 
dever's  brigade,  including  the  Ninth  Iowa,  was  still  farther  in 
advance  to  the  left  at  the  village  of  Huntsville,  on  a  reconnois- 
sance.  Here  on  the  6th  of  March,  Vandever  wa:*  astounded  by 
the  intelligence  from  the  village  people  that  Van  Dorn's  army, 
40,000  strong,  was  rapidly  marching  for  the  right  flank  of  Cur- 
tis's  position.  Curtis,  too,  received  the  intelligence  from  a  cour- 
ier of  the  Fourth  Iowa,  and  his  troops  were  ordered  to  hurry 
back  to  positions  for  fighting  on  and  back  of  Sugar  Creek. 
Here  nature  afforded  safe  intrenchments  to  battle  behind.  Van- 
dever was  ordered  to  march  night  and  day  to  a  point  on  Pea 
Ridge  back  of  the  creek.  It  was  forty-one  miles.  The  forced 
tramp,  fording  streams  and  wading  through  a  heavy  snow- 
storm and  mud,  was  made  in  fourteen  hours  on  short  rations* 
and  was  followed  by  two  days  of  battle. 

The  rebel  army  wiis  really  moving  as  reported.  Sigel  at  Ben- 
tonville, moving  with  delay,  as  was  a  custom  of  his,  got  himself, 
1.  W.  T.— 8 
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with  part  of  his  forces,  sarroanded,  and  had  to  cat  his  way  oai. 
It  was  a  narrow  escape,  and  troops  had  to  be  sent  back  to  help 
him.  Another  hoards  delay  would  ha?e  been  fatal  to  him,  and 
8  disaster  to  the  whole  army. 

That  was  on  March  the  6th.    The  Rebels  made  demonstratioiis 
that  afternoon  as  if  to  attack  Curtis's  front  in  its  chosen  and 
well  defended  position  on  Sugar  Creek.    Curtis  prepared  for 
battle.    That  night,  in  the  darkness  and  by  a  forced  march,  Yaa 
Dom  threw  his  whole  army  past  Cnrtis*s  right  flank  and  moved 
down  on  him  in  line  of  battle  from  the  rear.    Curtis  was  vir- 
tually  surrounded.    There  was  no  escape  by  his  flanks,  for  &ik 
country  was  too  une?en;  none  by  the  front,  for  there  were 
the  Boston  mountains  and  the  country  of  the  enemy;  none  by 
the  rear,  for  there  was  the  enemy  himself.    It  had  been  a  piece 
of  grand  strategy  on  the  part  of  Van  Dom,  but  quick  resolTe 
and  desperate  heroism  were  to  sa?e  Curtis's  army  and  turn  what 
seemed  full  rebel  ad?antage  into  complete  rebel  disaster.    In  the 
night  Curtis  learned  of  the  rebel  army  at  that  moment  passing 
his  flank,  and  daylight  found  his  whole  line  about-face  and  left- 
wheeled  into  a  new  position,  facing  the  coming  foe.    That,  too, 
was  a  moyement  as  brilliant  as  the  movement  of  Van  Dom,  and 
to  the  latter  ten  times  as  surprising.    This  about-face  and 
wheeling  turned  Curtis^s  left  wing  into  his  right.    The  line  no^ 
stood  from  the  hamlet  of  Leetown,  looking  northwest  on  tl 
left,  to  a  country  inn  known  as  *^Elk  Hom  Tavern,"  on  t) 
right.    Now  the  Federals  faced  north  and  the  Rebels  faced  sor 
Carres  division,  with  the  Iowa  regiments,  held  the  extreme  r 
about  Elk  Hom  Tavem.    SigeFs  two  divisions  held  thr 
and  Jeff.  C.  Davis  the  center.    The  high  ground  on  whi< 
two  armies  now  faced  each  other  was  Pea  Ridge.    The  e: 
wings  of  Curtis*s  irregular  battle  line  were  from  three 
miles  apart. 

Early  in  the  forenoon  of  the  7th,  Curtis  sent  a  d' 
under  Osterhaus,  and  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry,  with  oti 
detachments  under  Bussey,  to  strike  the  rebel  flan 
motion.     The  movement,  had  it  been   made  wit) 
force,  properly  supported,  and  much  earlier,  might ' 
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mediate  victory.  It  was  aa  opportunity  in  war,  bat  the  force 
sent  out  was  too  small,  and  the  infantry  support  was  too  late  in 
getting  up.  Worse  than  all,  just  as  two  companies  of  Col.  Bossey^s 
cavalry,  under  Lt.-Gol.  Trimble,  were  advancing  in  columns  of 
fours  to  attack  the  flank  of  a  line  of  rebel  cavalry  passing  in  the 
distance,  they  ran  into  an  infantry  ambuscade.  The  surprise 
was  great,  for  a  whole  rebel  division  was  lying  there  in  line  of 
battle,  and  at  short  musket  range.  The  two  brave  companies 
wheeled  instantly  into  line  and  fought  with  their  revolvers  at 
short  range,  but  the  terrific  fire  of  the  rebel  division  stretched 
many  of  them  dead  on  the  ground.  Trimble  himself  was  severely 
wounded.  At  the  same  moment,  and  unexpectedly,  a  rebel  cav- 
alry force  charged  into  Bussey^s  right,  riding  clear  through  his 
lines.  This  force  was,  in  its  turn,  charged  and  driven  into  the 
woods  by  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry.  But  as  other  federal  cavalry 
gave  way  behind,  a  flying  battery  was  lost,  and  Bussey  fell  back 
upon  the  infantry  coming  up  at  this  late  juncture.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry  was  recalled  from  the  pursuit, 
and  were  led  back  to  the  main  line  in  good  order  by  Maj. 
Perry.  They  had  lost  heavily,  and  some  of  their  men  were 
butchered  and  scalped  by  a  band  of  Indians  fighting  in  the  rebel 
column.  Many  men,  too,  of  the  Missouri  cavalry,  supporting  the 
battery  while  the  Third  Iowa  advanced,  were  slaughtered  in  cold 
blood  by  Texans,  or  massacred  by  Gen.  Pike's  Cherokee  Indians, 
led  by  Lt-Col.  Quayle.    ''  My  command,^'  says  Pike,  speaking  of 

• 

the  capture  of  this  battery,  ^^  consisted  of  about  1,000  men,  all 
Indians  except  one  squadron.  They  charged  full  in  front,  and 
with  loud  yells,  took  the  battery.''  Shortly  Gen.  Pike  found 
"about  forty  of  the  enemy  killed  around  the  guns.  Around  the 
captured  batte**y  was  a  mass  of  Indians  and  others,  in  the  utmost 
confusion,  talking  and  riding  this  way  and  that,  and  listening 
to  no  orders  from  any  one/' 

"  The  sight  was  a  sad  one,  but  not  devoid  of  satisfaction,'' 
wrote  a  semi-barbarous  officer  of  Price's  army  to  the  Richmond 
Whig.  '*  The  Texans  with  their  large  knives  had  cloven  skulls 
in  twain,  mangling  brains  and  blood  and  hair.  About  forty- 
five  men  lay  in  a  space  of  two  or  three  hundred  yards  behind  the 
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r,  all  save  one  entirely  dead,  and  all  but  three,  Datchmeii. 

character  of  the  bloody  Indians,  as  denoted  by  their  coan* 

.nces,  betokened  victory  for  the  Soath/^ 

Quickly  following  this  massacre  at  the  little  battery,  the  rebel 

fantry  advanced  and  the  general  engagement  opened.    At  the 

.me  moment,  while  Curtis  was  still  aligning  his  forces,  heavy 

)bel  columns  swept  down  on  the  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Missonri 

t    iments  of  Garros  division  at  the  right.    It  was  eleven  o^clock 

.n  the  morning,  and  with  the  attack  on  Garr,  commenced  one  of 

the  desperately  fought  battles  of  the  war. 

When  the  alarm  at  the  right  was  given,  the  chief  officers  of 
the  army  were  holding  a  council  of  war  at  a  little  church  in  the 
woods  just  south  of  the  Elk  Horn  Tavern.  Many  of  the  officera 
proposed  retreating.  **'  But  we  have  come  here  tofight^^'*  said  Col. 
Dodge;  '^  to  do  anything  else  would  ruin  us,  especially  in  lowa.*^ 
Jeff.  C.  Davis,  too,  was  for  fighting  right  there.  Dodge,  sure  of 
immediate  battle,  on  coming  to  the  council,  had  ordered  his  brig- 
ade to  follow  him  to  the  little  church.  Then  Curtis,  seeing^ 
the  troops  in  the  road,  and  hearing  the  fire  in  the  rear,  ordered 
Garr  to  hurry  them  into  line,  back  by  the  Elk  Horn  Tavern.  So 
it  was  that  the  Iowa  men  on  the  right,  as  in  the  center,  at  Pea 
Ridere,  received  the  first  shock  of  the  battle.  In  twenty  minutes 
Dodge's  brigade  was  fighting  at  the  right  of  the  Springfield 
road,  with  the  Fourth  Iowa  infantry  and  a  section  of  the  First 
Iowa  battery  in  his  center,  the  Third  Illinois  cavalry  on  hisrightt 
and  the  Thirty-fifth  Illinois  infantry  on  his  left.  The  rest  of' 
the  First  battery  was  tiring  from  the  road  near  the  tavern. 

On  the  left  of  the  Springfield  road,  and  a  little  in  advance  of 
Dodge,  Vandever's  brigade  of  the  Ninth  Iowa  infantry,  the  Dr 
buque  battery.  Col.  Phelps's  Missouri  infantry,  and  a  battab* 
of  Illinois  cavalry,  came  up.    Vandever,  too,  was  soon  hi 
engaged  in  a  conflict  that  lasted  till  nearly  sunset. 

Carr's  division,  with  its  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Missouri  regim 
was  bearing  the  brunt  of  the  heavy  battle.    Time  and 
great  numbers  of  the  enemy  were  hurled  on  Dodge's  and  \ 
ver's  brigades.    Once  Vandever's  men  drove  the  rebel  lin 
to  the  very  muzzles  of  their  cannon,  and  in  return  wer 
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powered,  and  lost  the  captured  ground.  It  was  desperate  fight- 
ing in  front  of  Vaudever  for  awhile.  He  himself  was  wounded, 
while  Captains  Drips,  Bevins,  Neff  and  Rice  lay  among  the  dead 
who  were  scattered  everywhere  over  the  field.  By  five  o'clock, 
Vandever's  line  had  been  seven  hours  under  constant  fire.  He 
had  been  forced  back  nearly  half  a  mile,  but  his  troops  stub- 
bornly disputed  every  inch  of  ground.  Lt.-Col.  Herron,  com- 
manding the  Ninth  Iowa,  was  wounded  and  a  prisoner.  He  had 
led  his  men  with  a  valor  unexcelled.  So,  too,  Maj.  Coyl  of  the 
Ninth,  who  was  shot  down  and  compelled  to  leave  the  field. 
Captains  Towner  and  Bull,  and  Lieut.  Florrello  M.  Kelsey  of  the 
Ninth,  and  Lieutenants  McClure  and  Wright  of  the  Dubuque 
battery,  together  with  190  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  the  Ninth  regiment  and  the  battery,  were  wounded. 
Four  officers  and  37  men  were  killed.*  A  heavy  concentration 
of  the  enemy's  guns  had  forced  the  brigade  to  fall  back  a  little 
and  re-form,  before  sundown. 

To  the  right,  in  Dodge's  brigade,  where  the  Fourth  Iowa 
infantry  and  the  First  Iowa  battery  were  fighting,  the  battle 
was,  if  possible,  even  more  desperate.  The  battery  fired  till  its 
last  round  of  ammunition  failed  and  most  of  its  guns  had  to  leave 
the  field.  The  Fourth  Iowa  infantry  had  skirmished  in  advance 
till  2  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing  a  little,  and  a  sus- 
picious silence  set  in.  He  was  preparing  for  a  more  general  and 
a  heavier  attack.  Dodge  fronted  around  a  little  more  to  the 
right,  and  waited  his  coming  across  an  open  field.  The  attack, 
by  6,000  infantry,  came  on  front,  left  and  right,  and  with  the 
terrific  firing  of  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  hurling  grape  and  can- 
ister at  short  range.  For  two  long  hours.  Dodge's  command 
resisted  the  assaults.  His  battery,  out  of  ammunition,  left  the 
field.     A  fresh  one  sent  in  was  flanked  and  also  left. 

•The  followinjr  ottia^rs  were  especially  mentioned  for  ^Uantry:  Lieut. 
Asher  Riley  and  ('apt.  Carpenter  and  Lieut.  Joncd  who  recaptured  a  can- 
non; Lieutenants  Tisdale  and  Net!*,  lx)th  wounded;  Capt.  Bull,  Lieut.  Baiter, 
Capt.  VVat<hburn.  Lieutr'nants  Heei>o,  Crane,  Ma>fL»e,  McKenzie  and  ClaHin; 
Captains  Moore.  (yarskmMon,  Drips,  Bevins  and  Lieut.  Fellows;  also  Capt. 
Hayden  ot  the  Oiibu<iu«?  battery.  Lieutenants  Wright  and  Bradley  were  men- 
tioned by  the  commander  ot"  the  battery,  tor  bravery.  The  sergeants  and 
corporals  of  the  battery  received  just  praise.  C'orporai  Rowles  was  shot  in 
both  legs  while  spiking  the  last  gun  of  the  captured  battery. 
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Once,  Dodge's  brigade  ceased  firing  in  order  to  learn  the  n 
position  of  the  Rebels.  Instantly,  mistakinB  the  cause  of  1 
silence,  the  enemy  charged  clear  up  to  his  lines,  when  sudden 
Tolleys  poured  into  their  faces  drove  them  back  in  confuston. 
Fresh  regiments  immediately  filled  their  places.  Tiie  firing  of 
the  eaemy  grew  more  terrific,  and  shortly  his  tines  begaa  to 
enTelop  Dodge's  flanks.  Vanderer's  Second  brigade  having 
already  fallen  back,  Dodge  was  now  left  to  contend  alone  against 
some  13,000  Rebels  in  his  front  and  on  his  flanks.  It  was  about 
sundown.  Dodge's  men  had  fot^ht  till  they  were  out  of 
ammunition,  and,  with  a  fresh  rebel  battery  on  the  left  enfila- 
ding their  line,  there  was  nothing  to  do  but  fall  back.  This 
was  done  in  perfect  order,  the  men  in  straight  lines,  and  dressed 
on  their  colors,  though  the  enemy  followed  close  behind  with 
the  batteries  and  infantry.  Once  the  union  line  halted  and 
unexpectedly  poured  a  last  farewell  volley  into  the  pursuers,  that 
made  them  fly  io  confusion. 

Just  then  the  general  in  chaise  came  up  with  re-enforcementa 
and  seeiug  the  quiet  battle  line  moving  to  the  rear  for  ammuni- 
tion, ordered  it  to  about-face  and  charge  the  enemy  with  naked 
bayonets.  The  command  was  quickly  obeyed.  The  line  charged 
back  over  a  field,  but  the  enemy  was  gone. 

Darkness  coming  on.  Dodge's  brigade,  having  lo^t  nearly  one- 
third  of  its  numbers,  killed  or  wounded,  fell  back  for  a  moment- 
ary rest.  They  had  fought  largely  superior  numljers  for  nearly 
nine  hours.  Once,  at  noon,  Dodge  had  been  ordered  to  slowly 
retreat.  He  sent  back  word  that  if  he  did,  the  day  was  lost.  Jt 
allowed  to,  he  could  and  would,  hold  his  position.  So  the  fight 
went  on.  The  re-enforcements,  that  came  to  the  right  of  ths 
battle  field  so  late,  were  unable  to  drive  back  the  rebel  lines  thai 
bad  now  penetrated  close  up  to  the  Elk  Horn  Tavern,  and  the 
weary  union  troops  bivouacked  among  the  dead  and  wounded, 
and  feared  the  morrow.  Dodge's  men  were  taken  back  inti 
camp  just  long  enough  to  replenish  their  ammunition  and  cleai 
their  guns.  By  midnight  they  were  again  in  position  at  thi 
front  as  a  reserve  to  the  division  of  Davis,  and  from  midnigh< 
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till  morning  the  exhausted  men  stood  shiyering  in  the  cold 
night  air  without  fires  or  food. 

At  the  center  of  the  union  army  also,  the  battle  had  raged 
furiously  from  before  noon  till  about  three  o^clock.  There  had 
been  furious  onslaughts  against  Davis^s  division  near  to  Leetown. 
The  rebel  commanders,  Mcintosh,  Ben.  McCulloch  and  Slack, 
were  all  killed  at  this  point,  leading  charges  against  the  union 
lines.  Their  forces  were  driven  back.  Sigel,  on  the  left,  had 
not  been  engaged,  and  a  part  of  his  troops  ought  to  have  been 
sent  earlier  to  Carres  assistance  on  the  right.  Sigel's  position 
was  known  to  have  no  enemy  near  it  at  two  o^clock,  and  yet  it 
was  five  o^clock  before  any  of  his  forces  arrived  on  the  right, 
Carr's  division  in  the  meantime  struggling  against  fearful  odds. 

That  was  a  gloomy  night  for  the  union  army  encamped  about 
Pea  Bidge.  The  day  had  ended  in  reverses  on  the  right,  and  the 
enemy  wiis  in  their  rear.  Few  slept,  and  all  the  night  new  dis- 
positions were  being  made  for  the  morning. 

At  sunrise  of  the  8th,  the  First  Iowa  battery  opened  fire  on  the 
batteries  of  the  enemy  near  to  Elk  Horn  Tavern.  The  new 
union  battle  line,  formed  in  the  night,  with  Sigel  on  the  left 
and  all  facing  north  and  east,  soon  became  hotly  engaged.  This 
was  preceded  by  an  artillery  duel  of  great  ferocity.  Once  in  the 
morning  the  division  of  Davis,  enfiladed  by  a  severe  fire,  fell 
back  on  Dodgers  brigade,  causing  confusion  to  both  lines.  It  was 
a  perilous  moment.  Dodge's  brigade,  however,  was  soon  changed 
in  position,  and  was  again  put  on  the  extreme  right.  Sigel  was 
not  quite  in  position,  and  Curtis,  while  waiting  on  him,  anx- 
iously asked  Dodge  what,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  best  to  do 
should  the  enemy  not  yield?  Practically,  the  union  army  was 
surrounded.  ^'  Put  my  command  at  the  head,^'  said  Dodge,  ^^and 
we  will  cut  out  to  the  west.  The  enemy  is  certainly  weak  in 
that  direction."  '^  That  is  what  we  will  do,"  said  Curtis.  The 
emergency  did  not  come.  Soon  Sigel's  lines  were  ready,  and 
advanced,  fiercely  driving  the  rebel  right  from  strong  positions. 
The  fire  of  artillery  became  terrific.  The  Rebels  seeming  to 
weaken  a  little,  Curtis  ordered  a  general  charge  along  the  whole 
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line.     In  half  aa  hoar   the  rebel  army  was  flying  in  a. 
tions  to  the  monntains,  and  Pea  Ridge  was  v 

Gurtk'a  victorious  army  camped  on  the  battle  field,  and  sooa 
moved  farther  south.  The  enemy  was  so  disorganized  and  scat- 
tered in  the  deep  ravines  and  mountains,  that  puraait  was  almost 
aseless.  The  rebellion,  west  o£  the  Ktississippi  river,  nearly 
perished  by  the  blow.  The  Rebels  lost  probably  4,000  or 
a.OOO  men.  The  Union  loss  was  1,384,  of  whom  303  were 
killed  and  nearly  1,000  wounded,  with  a  few  missing.  In 
Dodge's  brigade,  every  single  field  ot&cer  was  disabled,  and  only 
two  officers  vrere  left  in  the  battery.  The  Fourth  Iowa  infantry 
lost  160  men.  Among  its  dead  were  Lieutenants  Robert  S.  Jack- 
son and  J.  T.  Chittenden.  Captains  E.  G.  Burgan,  Qeo.  Burton 
and  Lieutenants  F.  Teal,  Geo.  A.  Robinson  and  Lyman  Pareher, 
and  Adjutant,  later  Qen.  J.  A.  Williamson,  were  wounded,  as  waa 
Lt.-Col.  Galligaa.'  The  Ninth  Iowa  infantry  lost  218  pen.  the 
Third  Iowa  cavalry  50  men,  the  First  Iowa  battery  17  men,  aod 
the  Third  Iowa  battery  22.  The  total  loss  of  the  division  waa 
682,  nearly  all  killed  or  wounded.  Carr  and  Dodge  were  both 
wounded,  the  latter  severely.  Three  horses  were  killed  under 
Dodge,  and  one  wounded.  One  of  his  horses  was  struck  by 
twenty  rifle  balls. 

In  a  few  days  Col.  Dodge  was  made  brigadier  general  for 
gallantry  at  Pea  Ridge.  It  was  the  first  promotion  after  the 
battle.  All  tha  other  commanding  colonels  were  shortly  pro- 
moted and  Curtis  was  made  a  major  general,  as  was  also  Sigel. 
"It  was  a  most  glorious  victory,"  telegraphed  Gen.  Halleck  to 
Qen..  McOlellan  on  receiving  the  news  of  the  battle.     To  the 


(actinif  aides).  Lieut  Wright,  of  (he  Dubuque  battery;  Maj.  Coyl,  Niofe 
infuitr;;  Corp.  Leebert,  a  ftaJlant  artiller;-miui,and  Capt.  Jones,  First  lowK 
battery,  wounded.  Geu.  Curtis  commended  all  bis  division  and  brigads 
commanders,  and  said:  "  To  do  justice  to  all  in  this  battle,  I  would  have  to 
jpread  before  you  most  of  the  rolls  of  thi*  army." 
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soldiers  of  Curtis^  army  he  wrote:    ^^  A  grateful  coantry  will 
honor  you/'* 

^This  note  to  Grov.  Kirkwood,  written  on  the  battle  field  by  Col.  I>od|{e, 

gives  a  graphic  picture  of  the  fight  as  seen  by  a  leader,  who,  on  that  day,  was 

himself,  *'  bravest  of  the  brave:  *' 

Pea  Ridqk  Batti.b  Ground,  March  10th.  1862. 
Gov,  S.  J.  Kirkwood:  We  have  foaght  a  hard  battle  here,  lasting  two 
days ;  the  first  day*8  fight  was  terrible ;  it  was  moetl^r  with  the  Fourth  division, 
composed  of  Fourth  and  Ninth  Iowa  infantry,  First  and  Second  Iowa  bat- 
teries. Thirty-fifth  Illinois  and  Twenty-fifth  Missouri.  The  loss  in  the 
division  was  600  killed  and  wounded,  mostly  among  the  Iowa  troops;  they 
saved  the  day  and  made  the  victory  the  next  morning  easy;  this  division 
was  opposed  to  Generals  Price,  Rams  and  Mcintosh,  with  15,000  infantrv 
and  18  pieces  of  artillery.  The  Fourth  division  had  only  some  4,000  engaged, 
while  our  other  forces  were  fighting  McCullough,  and  the  re-enforoements 
sent  to  us  went  to  the  First  division,  but  we  held  the  ground,  whipped  the 
enemy  and  Iowa  got  the  glory  of  the  fight.  The  Fourth  Iowa  lost  160  oat 
of  548  engaged;  Ninth  Iowa  lost  220  out  of  700  engaged;  First  Iowa  bat- 
tery lost  16  out  of  110  engaged,  and  Third  Iowa  battery  lost  18  out  of  140 
engaged;  they  also  lost  3  of  their  pieces.  The  second  day  we  attacked  early 
in  the  morning  with  our  entire  army,  driving  everything  before  us,  and  the 
enemy  fled  in  all  directions  in  great  concision,  leaving  several  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, great  quantities  of  small  arms  and  at  least  500  prisoners.  Gem.  Van 
Dorn  attacked  with  40,000  infantry  and  70  pieces  of  artillery^  we  had  12,000, 
and  50  pieces  of  artillery.  1  he  fighting  was  terrible,  especially  amon^  oar 
troops.  The  Fourth  Iowa  fought  all  day  steadily,  and  did  not  give  an  inch, 
although  they  had  at  one  time  concentrated  upon  them  12  pieces  ol  artilleiy 
and  six  regiments  of  infantry;  our  ammunition  gave  out  at  night:  when  we 
fixed  bayonets  and  charged  across  the  field  the  enemy  did  not  aare  again 
meet  us.  It  was  a  trying  time  for  the  Fourth ;  no  ammunition  and  still  under 
a  galling  fire.  Every  one  gives  great  credit  to  the  Iowa  troops.  No  man 
from  Iowa  flinched.  1  saw  some  troops  run;  one  or  two  paurts  of  regiments 
came  to  our  support,  but  fell  back  at  tne  first  fire.  In  mv  brigade  th<*re  was 
not  a  field  officer  except  one  but  was  wounded.  Lt.-Cof.  Herron,  of  Ninth 
Iowa,  in  Vandever's  brigade,  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  Our  Iowa 
batteries  did  noble  service;  mine  had  two  officers  wounded  in  the  morning. 
The  Third  Iowa  cavalry  suffered  terribly  in  a  charge;  had  47  killed.  They 
were  put  into  it  by  a  Uutchman,  and  out  of  all  military  usage.  Lt.-Cof. 
Trumbull  was  severely  wounded  in  the  charge.  They  had  very  few  wounded ; 
a  large  part  of  my  wounded  waH  from  canister  and  grape;  those  of  the  Ninth 
Iowa  from  bullets.  I  was  better  protected  from  bullets,  tliough  under  a 
hotter  fire  than  any  of  tbeiu.  I  posted  my  men  behind  an  open  field  and 
made  the  enemy  cross  it  to  reach  us.  They  poured  their  grape  and  canister 
from  12  to  18  guns  into  us  all  the  time,  but  could  not  get  them  to  bear  as 
well  as  on  the  Ninth  Iowa.  I  never  saw  men  fight  as  the  Iowa  troops  did. 
I  have  sent  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  to  Adjt.  Gen.  Baker  to  have  it 
published.  A  large  number  of  my  wounded  will  die;  several  have  already, 
and  it  is  imposHible  to  get  iiny  accommodation;  many  lay  on  the  field  ail 
night.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Colonel  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry. 
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"I  KiTBT  save  this  anny,"  were  the  first  words  of  Qen.  Albert 
Sidney  JohnatoD,  at  Nashrille,  when  he  heard  of  the  loss  of 
Donelson.  To  sara  it,  he  marched  it  and  many  other  troops  tQ 
Corinth,  the  best  strategic  point  of  the  Southwest.  When  Sht^ 
loh  was  lost  afterward,  and  with  it  the  life  of  the  brave  con^i 
mander,  Corinth,  virtually,  was  lost  also. 

Shiloh  became  in  many  senses  the  most  remarkable  battle  o£ 
the  war.  It  was  a  great  battle,  and  of  great  conseqaences.  loirt 
had  especial  reasons  for  pride  in  her  part  of  the  victory  thersi 
Eleven  full  regiments  from  the  state  took  part  in  the  conflict 
Some  of  them  foaght  desperately  in  positions  that  turned  th^ 
tide  of  battle  and  won  imperishable  renown  for  men  and  com< 
manders.  The  closer  the  history  of  the  battle  is  exaaiiued,  th( 
more  accented  appears  the  heroism  of  Iowa  troops  at  Shilob 
Some  of  Iowa's  oldest  and  beat  regiments  were  there,  and  thera 
were  Iowa  regiments  in  the  battle  whose  men  had  never  loaded' 
a  musket  before  in  their  lives.  They  were  made  soldiers  in  4 
day. 

It  had  never  been  the  intention  of  the  union  generals  to  6ght 
a  battle  at  Shiloh,  nor  even  to  conduct  a  great  campaign  in  the 
neighborhood.  On  the  fall  of  Donelson,  an  expedition  up  the 
Tennessee  river  in  force  was  determined  on.  It  was  intended 
only  for  the  destmction  of  r^lroads  and  bridges  west  of  the 
river.  Further  plans  were  left  to  circumstance.  Just  after 
Donelson,  Grant  lost  bis  command,  owing  to  an  apparent  neg-. 
lect  of  orders  as  to  reports.  Halleck  had,  in  a  choleric  moment, 
complained  of  him  to  the  authorities  at  Washington,  and  in  a 
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few  days  the  country  witnessed  the  humiliating  spectacle  of  the 
hero  of  Donelson  virtually  under  arrest.  It  was  by  the  order 
of  Gen.  Geo.  B.  McClellan. 

The  result  was,  Gen.  Chas.  F.  Smith  was  sent  in  command  of 
Grant's  troops  and  the  expedition  up  the  Tennessee.  Smith 
directed  the  army  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  putting  the  troops  ofl^ 
as  fast  as  they  arrived  by  the  transports,  on  the  v<ert  dda  of  the 
river,  and  facing  the  enemy  tmenij  mSim  mway  at  Corinth. 
Shortly,  explanitioas  arrived  at  Washington  as  to  the  case  of 
Gen.  Grant.  He  was  released  from  arrest  and  ordered  to  resume 
the  command  of  the  army  on  the  Tennessee.  He  reached  the 
rendezvous  of  the  troops  on  the  17th  of  March,  and  commenced 
organizing  the  army  for  a  campaign  on  Corinth. 

Albert  Sidney  Johnston^s  concentration  of  his  large  army  at 
Corinth  had  changed  the  plans  of  Gen.  Halleck,  who  was  direct- 
iqg  the  armies  of  the  West  from  his  headquarters  in  St.  Louis. 
The  ^^  expedition  '^  up  the  Tennessee  was  changed  into  a  regular 
campaign,  and  it  speedily  became  the  opinion  of  Gen.  Halleck 
that  one  of  the  great  battles  of  the  war  was  approaching,  and 
would  be  fought  at  or  near  Corinth. 

The  army  under  Gen.  Grant  was  to  be  re«enforced  accordingly, 
and  Gen.  Buell,  commanding  the  army  of  the  Ohio  at  Nashville, 
was  ordered  to  march  at  once  across  the  country  and  join  Grant 
on  the  Tennessee.  Buell  was  in  no  hurry  to  help  a  rival  com- 
mander. His  army  was  in  perfect  marching  condition — fresh 
and  well  supplied — but  he  leisurely  came  along  at  the  rate  of 
only  twelve  miles  a  day.  It  was  apparently  all  one  to  Qen.  Buell 
that  rebel  troops  were  concentrating  in  front  of  Grant  from 
every  quarter  of  the  South  and  West.* 

Pittsburg  Landing  is  on  the  west,  or  left  bank  of  the  Tennes- 
see river,  at  a  point  twenty  miles  north  of  Corinth.    The  Ten- 

•Toward  the  close  of  Buell's  leisurely  march,  Gen.  Grant  wrote  him  thai  he 
need  not  hurry;  but  it  was  for  the  reason  that  the  transpoits  were  then 
absent  for  a  <liiv  or  two;  hence  an  army  could  not  be  ferried  over  till  their 
return.  Had  Buell  marched  rapidly  in  the  bef^nninsc,  he  could  have  been 
ferried  over  (lavs  before.  Grant  would  have  advanced  with  the  combined 
forces,  defeated  th»*  Kel;t'!s  at  C<»rinth,  and  the  battle  of  Shiloh  never  would 
have  been  fouj^^ht.  When  Buell  first  received  orders  to  march  his  army  to 
join  Grant,  he  wished  to  take  it  away  around  bv  water.  Had  Halleck  per- 
mitted this,  Buell  would  not  have  been  at  Shiloh  at  sdl. 
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i  here  Urns  north,  while  the  union  army  landed  cm      ^ 
bank  and  faced  south,  or  up  the  river.    Savannah,  where  Q&Kl^i 
Grant  had  his  headquarters,  is  nine  miles  down  the  liyer,  aaA -^ 
Crump^s  Landing,  where  Wallace^s  division  landed,  is  a  littia 
above  Savannah. 

The  position  chosen  for  the  army  in  front  of  Pittsburg  LaiiA* 
ing,  is  by  nature  a  strong  one.  The  troops  lay  in  five  dividoo% 
at  unequal  distances  from  the  river,  their  lines  looking  Bonl^ 
and  southwest.  On  their  left  was  the  Tennessee  river  aod 
behind  them  Snake  Creek — a  difficult  stream  to  cross,  while  Owl 
Creek,  nearly  parallel  to  the  river,  protected  their  right.  Tiio 
army  could  only  be  attacked  from  its  direct  front.  The  existeno^ 
of  these  creeks  or  natural  defenses  made  intrenchmients  appar- 
ently  unnecessary,  the  more  so  as  the  army  was  only  awaitiDC 
the  arrival  of  BuelFs  forces  before  moving  forward  on  Corintii^ 
for  Shiloh  was  selected  as  a  camp — not  as  a  battle  ground. 

The  federal  line  was  about  four  miles  long,  reaching  froni 
Owl  Creek  on  the  right,  across  to  the  river  on  the  left.  Sber*, 
man^s  division  held  the  right  and  right  center,  with  McClernandV 
division  to  his  left.  To  the  left  of  McClemand  was  the  divisipii 
of  Prentiss,  while  to  the  extreme  left,  holding  the  ford  of  lack 
Creek,  was  Stuart^s  brigade,  a  detachment  sent  around  from  Sher- 
man^s  division.  The  division  of  Qen.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  bgr 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  landing,  in  reserve.  Near  iti|. 
also  in  reserve,  lay  the  division  of  Qen.  Hurlbut.  Gten»  hem. 
Wallace's  division  remained  at  Crump^s  Landing,  five  miles  dowr 
the  river. 

Shiloh  Church,  the  little  log  house  so  soon  to  become  famoi 
stood  at  the  Corinth  roadside,  three  miles  from  the  river,  and 
the  center  of  Sherman^s  line.    The  division  commanded  by  f 
W.  H.  L.  Wallace  belonged  properly  to  G^n.  C.  F.  Smith, 
had  80  recently  been  in  command  of  the  army.    Smith  w 
sick  and  dying  a  few  miles  down  the  river,  and  in  heari 
tance  of  the  battle  he  had  expected  to  direct.    That  nigl 
of  April  6th,  saw  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  the  division's  ne 
mander,  dead  in  battle.    His  was  a  pathetic  case.    Th< 
ing,  just  as  the  drums  sounded  the  alarm,  Oen.  Wal 
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RBFEHENCES. 

P»l(kia  ot  Hajor-Osnanl  Orul'a  toroe*  on  th*  mornlna  ol  April  aUi.      ■ 
PoMtloD  ot  lIa}or-G«ian;i  Orut't  ud  BnaU'itorca*,  •nBlBg  April  «Ui.H 

Pc-Hloo  ol  MBjnr-OtHBriH  Oruit  ina  Duell  dd  llw  morning  ot  April  Tib,  C 
fnxltlnD  of  M>J<ic-tieii>mi  arml  iinl  UdHI  od  .xaiilBK  ut  ApFll  11b.  ■ 
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dressing  to  go  down  to  the  steamer  and  meet  his  wife,  who  had 
jast  come  from  the  North  to  visit  him.  He  coald  not  see  het^^ 
duty  called  him  immediately  to  the  front — and  his  dead  bodj 
was  broaght  to  her  the  next  morning. 

W.  H.  L.  Wallace^s  division  contained  five  regiments  of  Iowa 
soldiers — the  Second,  Seventh,  Eighth,  Twelfth  and  Foarteenth, 
brigaded  together  (except  the  Eighth,  which  belonged  to 
Sweeny^s  brigade),  and  commanded  by  G^n.  J.  M.  Tattle.  Hort 
of  them  had  been  together  at  Donelson,  and  now  a  fiercer  daj 
awaited  them.  The  other  Iowa  regiments  present  in  the  army 
were  in  the  divisions  of  Hurlbut,  Prentiss,  Sherman  and  McCler- 
nand. 

That  a  great  battle  was  anticipated  at  Shiloh  so  soon  cannot  be 
asserted;  yet  every  man  in  the  army  knew  that  a  strong  enemy  was 
at  the  front  and  not  far  away.  The  anion  army  on  the  morning  of, 
April  6th,  was  as  ready  for  battle  as  it  was  possible  for  a  great 
mob  of  inexperienced,  untrained,  undisciplined  soldiers  to  be.  A 
third  of  that  army  had  never  fired  a  gun  in  battle.  Whole  regi- 
ments had  never  loaded  a  musket  till  that  morning.  Many  had 
never  seen  their  commanders.  Some  had  no  commanders  above 
colonels  and  captains,  and  acted  in  the  battle  independent  of 
division  or  brigade.  Nobody  was  to  blame  for  all  this.  The 
army  was  simply  in  the  chrysalis  state — a  great  crowd  of  patrio- 
tic gentlemen,  not  prepared  for  battle. 

The  battle  came,  all  the  same,  and  many  were  surprised — ^bat 
their  surprise  was  only  in  their  realization  of  not  being  drilled 
and  ready.    They  were  in  line,  most  of  them,  when  the  shock 
came — heroic  enough  and  all  that;  but  they  were  not  soldiers. 
Many  were  driven  back  with  the  first  volleys  fired;  some  scarcely 
waited  for  that,  but  hearing  the  awful  cannon  for  the  first  time 
in  their  lives,  started  for  the  rear.    It  was  easier  to  call  the  acci- 
dent a  surprise  than  to  admit  it  a  defeat.    A  surprise  might 
excuse  bad  shooting  and  quick  running;  but  the  fact  remained 
that  a  large  part  of  the  union  army  had  been  outmatched  tha 
Sunday,  and  fairly  whipped.    Fuller  examination  proves  tha 
in   most  instances  the  federal  regiments  fired  firsts  and  in  r 
instance  did  the  Rebels  advance  without  finding  a  line  of  bat 
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ready  to  receive  them.  Rebel  testimony  admits  and  proyes  this. 
Most  of  those  battle  lines  were  driven  back  by  good^  hard  fight- 
ing, and  not  by  any  sarprise. 

Sherman  may  be  said  to  have  held  the  advance  of  the  anion 
lines,  and  closest  examination  shows  his  division  to  have  been 
well  posted  behind  a  little  creek,  with  strong  outposts  and  par- 
ties constantly  reconnoitering  in  his  front.  The  Sixth  Iowa, 
farthest  advanced  of  any  of  his  forces  at  his  right,  was  not  only 
well  posted,  but  had  made  intrenchments.  Its  officers  were  vigi- 
lant, and  from  tree  tops  near  them,  had  seen  the  enemy^s  camps 
in  the  distance,  the  day  before  the  battle.  That  night  they  slept 
under  arms. 

^^  The  enemy  gave  us  no  time  to  discuss  the  question  of  attack^'* 
said  Oen.  Bragg  in  his  report.  ^^  Within  less  than  a  mile  after 
moving,^'  he  adds,  "  the  enemy  uxis  encountered  in  force  in  the 
encampments  of  his  advanced  positions.^'  ^^  In  a  mile  or  more,^' 
he  continues,  ^^  we  encountered  him  in  strong  force  almost  along 
the  entire  line^  The  Federals  then  had  not  been  surprised. 
Preparations  for  the  enemy^s  reception  were  complete.  W.  H. 
L.  Wallace^s  division  was  not  hurried  to  the  front  until  late. 
It  u?as  nine  o'clock  when  it  fired  its  first  shot^  yet  almost  every 
soldier  in  the  command  knew  the  firing  at  the  front  had  been 
going  on  since  daylight.  Bragg^s  report  shows  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  of  April  no  surprise  by  the  Rebels  was  pro- 
posed or  even  possible*  "Already  at  seven  o'clock,"  he  says,  "  my 
line  was  unequal  to  the  work  before  it.'*  The  rebel  Gen- 
Hardee,  emphasizes  the  matter  by  saying,  ^^My  own  forces  were 
attacked  at  early  dawn!''*  Beauregard  said,  the  day  before  the 
battle,  that  "  a  surprise  of  the  Federals  was  now  impossible.'' 
Bad  weather  had  delayed  the  Rebels  too  long,  and  he  opposed 
going  on  with  the  battle.  Beauregard's  counsels  did  not  pre- 
vail, and  the  rebel  army  advanced  and  fought,  though  on  a  plan 
sketched  out  by  Beauregard  oa  bits  of  paper  and  backs  of  envel- 
opes, one  night  iu  bed  at  Corinth. 

Strong  reconnoissances,  with -fighting,  the  day  before,  on  the 
part  of  Sherman,  convinced  that  general  that  the  Rebels  in  their 
advance  at  his  front  were  only  making  demonstrations.    Glen. 
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Grant  shared  the  belief,  yet  both  tried  to  prepare  for  tlie  era 
gency  of  battle.    To  Glen.  Lew  Wallaoe,  ipecial  instructions  i 
cantion  were  sent,  for  it  was  sensible  to  suppose  that  the  e 
would  strike  at  that  detached  divisiou,  if  anywhere.     Gen.  G 
anticipated  no  great  battle  away  front  the  fortifications  o 
inth.     "I  have  scarcely  the  faintest  idea  of  a  general  utta 
being  made  upon  us,  but  unit  be  prepared,  should  such  a  ti 
take  place"  he  tel^^phed  to  Halleck  on  the  eve  of  the  bi 
Gen.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  was  ordered  to  rc-enforee  Gen. 
Wallace  in  case  of  an  attack,  and  Sherman  was  ordered  not  o 
to  keep  a  ^' sharp  look-ont,"  hot  in  case  of  an  attack  on  ( 
Lew.  Wallace,  to  send  two  diYiaions,  his  ova  and  Uurlbat'si, 
his  aid.    Grant's  own  words  to  Sherman,  in  his  letter  two  nig 
before  the  battle  were,  "  It  is  best  to  be  prepared." 

The  Bebela  were  bolder  and  more  reckless  than  Grant  h 
them.  In  this,  he  and  Sherman  and  every  other  man  with  a 
tary  knowledge  of  the  situation,  was  surpr^ed.  They  left  t 
safe  breastworks,  and  desperately — recklessly,  charged  his  im 
diate  front,  and  sacrificed  their  soldiers  on  his  strongest  quart 
In  this  sense  only,  Shiloh  was  a  surprise — surprise  at  the  hazard 
the  Rebels  took.  TJamilitary  recklessness  is  always  a  ^iirprise. 
Had  Wallace  or  Buell  come  up,  or  had  Grant  had  intreuclimenta 
thrown  up  that  Saturday  night,  the  rebel  army  would  have  suf* 
fered  an  awful  defeat. 

When  the  battle  did  commence  at  the  front,  that  early  Sundaj* 
morning,  the  alarm  sounded  throughout  the  entire  union  camp. 
In  W.  H.  L.  Wallace's  division,  at  the  rear,  the  mea  were  pre- 
paring for  Sunday  morning's  inspection  of  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments. It  was  nine  o'clock  before  the  cootinued  roar  of  the 
cannon  convinced  the  officers  of  the  reserve  th;it  there  waa 
danger  at  the  front — and  yet,  firing  liad  been  ijoiw/  on  nince  day- 
light. Sherman  knew  it,  and  waa  in  the  tliickest  of  th(.'  hattle. 
Grant,  miles  away.knew  it,  and  was  hurrying  to  the  scene.  A.nd 
yet,  colonels  and  captains  and  many  closest  to  the  awful  trag^ 
edy  going  on  in  their  front,  "were  surprised."  They  would 
hare  been  surprised  had  they  been  attacked  a  mouth  later.  >' 

Gen.    Tuttle,  commanding    the    brigade   witli    the    SecondJ 
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SeTenth,  Twelfth  and  Foarteenth  Iowa  legiments,  was  ill  in  bad 
from  a  hart  received  at  Donelson.*  ^  I  was,**  says  he,  ^  awak- 
ened by  the  entranoe  of  my  serrant,  when  hearing  the  aoand  of 
firing  in  the  distance,  I  sent  for  my  adjutant  who  informed  me 
that  it  had  been  going  on  since  daylight  I  immediately  oideied 
the  regiment  ander  arms,  and  mounting  my  horse,  lode  to  Gen. 
Wallace's  quarters.  He  was  dressing  to  go  down  to  the  steamer 
to  meet  his  wife,  who  had  just  arrived*  Poor  fellow,  he  never 
saw  her  more!  I  was,  at  my  suggestion,  directed  to  march  my 
brigade  out  on  the  Corinth  road,  the  remainder  of  the  divisioii 
to  follow  under  Wallace  at  once.  I  marched  till  I  came  to  the 
forks  of  the  Corinth  and  Hamburg  roads,  passing  scores  of 
frightened  fugitives  running  to  the  rear.  Passing  the  road 
forks,  the  stream  of  fugitives  ceased,  and  we  marched  on  toward 
Bhiloh  Church.  As  the  main  Corinth  road  shortly  ran  down 
through  a  ravine,  where  1  could  have  no  view  in  any  dirtotion,  I 
led  the  brigade  along  an  old  road  on  high  ground  to  the  left, 
and  was  shortly  joined  by  Miy.  Cavender,  with  two  batterisB  of 
IGssouri  artillery.  Ahead  of  us  lay  a  small  ckared  fidd  with 
some  few  cabins,  and  at  the  edge  of  that  field  I  halted  the  col* 
umn.  Maj.  Cavender  and  I  rode  forward  to  reconnoitre,  and  at 
that  moment  we  saw  a  line  of  bayonets  glinting  in  the  morning 
sun.  Owing  to  the  formation  of  the  ground,  we  could  scarcely 
see  the  men  coming,  or  tell  if  they  were  friends  or  foes.  In  a 
few  minutes,  the  appearance  of  a  group  of  rebel  ofBcers  in  the 
woods  relieved  us  of  all  doubt. 

^*  We  are  in  for  it  now,'  I  said  to  the  Mqor.  *  I  will  form 
my  line  of  battle.  Bring  up  your  guns  and  you  can  get  a  rak- 
ing fire  across  the  field.'  The  Rebels  had  seen  us,  and  at  once 
wheeled  their  guns  into  battery  and  formed  their  line.  I,  too, 
instantly  deployed  my  line,  taking  advantage  of  an  old  washed 
out  road  that  ran  at  right  angles  to  the  main  road  to  Corinth,  as 
vrell  as  to  the  one  I  was  then  on^  three  hundred  yards  to  the  left. 

*The  aathor  is  under  special  obligations  to  Coi.  Shaw  of  the  Foarteenth, 
Ool.  Bell  of  the  iCiffhth,  and  to  Gen.  Tuttle,  all  partidpanU  in  the  battle  at 
the  center,  for  much  spejcial  and  important  information  written  lor  him  at 
to  the  position  and  fighting  of  certain  Iowa  regiments  at  Shiloh. 

I.  W.  T.— 9 
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This  worn,  old  road,  three  feet  deep,  made  a  natural  breastwi 
and  farther  left  I  had  the  adyantag'e  of  a  low  ridge  and  a  del  _ 
thicket.  My  line  of  battle,  when  formed,  extended  for  half  a 
mile  nearly  east  and  weat,  and  I  bad  three  thousand  bayonets.* 
I  placed  the  Second  Iowa  to  my  right,  the  Seventh,  Twelfth  and 
Fourteenth  in  successive  order  toward  my  left,  and  extending 
into  the  woods,  with  the  thicket  in  front.  Cavender  placed  his 
batteries  a  little  to  the  rear  and  right  of  my  center.  The  lines 
of  the  enemy  extended  beyond  my  own,  both  right  and  left. 
They  came  on  in  three  distinct  lines,  and  in  splendid  array,  from 
the  woods  beyond  the  field," 

It  was  a  splendid  sight,  but  Tuttle  fett  that  his  little  brigade, 
with  unsupported  flanks,  stood  between  the  enemy  and  the  land- 
ing. It  was  a  trying  moment.  On  the  Rebels  came.  Cavender's 
batteries  opened  the  ball,  and  Tuttte'a  soldiers  of  the  Twelfth 
and  Fourteenth  Iowa,  against  whose  line  this  first  charge  was 
made,  poured  a  galling  fire  from  out  their  breastworka  of  the  old 
road  and  from  the  woods  at  their  left,  driving  the  assailants  in 
disorder. 

Heedless  of  the  death  that  awaited  them,  the  enemy  pressed 
forward  again  over  the  field,  and  a  second  onslaught  was  made — 
more  protracted,  more  desperate  than  the  first,  and  the  lines 
came  nearer.  From  their  natural  breastworks  in  the  rcmd,  the 
men  at  the  right  easily  repulsed  the  assault,  and  the  Twelfth 
and  Fourteenth  Iowa,  more  in  the  woods  on  the  left,  and  some- 
what less  protected,  poured  in  a  storm  of  bullets  that  sent  the 
aasailera  reeling.  Once,  Shaw  discovered  a  large  force  moving 
on  his  left,  and  overlapping  it.  The  situation  became  at  ont% 
critical.  A  couple  of  brass  six-pounders  were  hurried  to  his  relief, 
but,  beat  of  all,  another  Iowa  regiment  made  its  appearance  at  the 
front.  It  was  the  noble  Eighth,  led  by  Col.  Geddes,  a  brave  man 
and  an  experienced  soldier.  His  command  at  once  formed  on 
Shaw's  left  with  its  own  left  thrown  back  a  little  to  the  rear. 
It  was  scarcely  in  position  when  the  enemy  made  a  tremendous 

The  Eigbth  Iowa,  under  Col.  Geddes.  the  fiftbting  Scotchman,  bad  been 
ordered  to  the  support  of  Tutlle's  brigade,  at  its  left,  but  it  was  not  ft  part 
of  bis  command.     It  fougbt  independenttj  throagbout  the  engagement. 
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charge  on  the  part  of  the  iiae  now  held  by  the  Eighth,  Twelfth 
and  Fourteenth  regiments.  Bravely  these  Iowa  regiments  stood 
their  ground  and  hurled  back  the  desperate  assault.  But  again 
it  came — and  again  charge  after  charge  was  made,  and  only  to 
meet  destruction  from  the  deadly  line  that  stood  there  like  a 
veritable  wall  of  fire. 

Tired  of  assaulting  and  tired  of  repulsing,  the  enemy  at  this 
part  of  the  line  at  last  withdrew  beyond  the  range  of  the  union 
muskets.  A  little  pause  followed,  when  GFeddes  moved  his  regi- 
ment by  flank  to  a  new  position  to  his  left  and  front,  joining 
the  extreme  right  of  Gen.  Prentiss^s  division.  After  an  hour^s 
severe  fighting  here,  Gen.  Prentiss  put  a  most  destructive  bat- 
tery in  front  of  the  Eighth  Iowa  center,  with  instructions  to 
defend  it  to  the  last.  As  the  guns  were  creating  great  havoc  in 
the  rebel  line,  their  capture  became  an  absolute  necessity,  and 
some  terrific  charges  were  made  for  this  purpose.  In  one  of  the 
dreadful  assaults  that  followed,  the  enemy  charged  up  to  the 
very  muzzles  of  the  guns,  causing  the  center  of  the  line  to  fall 
back  for  a  moment,  while  the  battery  fell  into  the  rebel  hands. 
It  was  a  furious  fight;  but  closing  up  and  dashing  forward,  the 
captured  cannon  were  retaken  and  sent  safely  to  the  rear.  In 
the  fierce  struggle,  the  Eighth  regiment  lost  100  men,  while 
almost  every  man  and  horse  of  the  battery  had  been  killed. 

The  Eighth^s  gallantry  was  to  be  still  further  tried,  for 
shortly  the  Rebels  moved  on  them  from  three  directions  in  a 
heavy  attack.  With  a  last  struggle,  with  200  men  dead  and 
wounded,  and  alter  ten  hours  of  hard  fighting,  the  brave  line, 
now  nearly  surrounded,  attempted  to  retire.  It  was  too  late — 
a  division  of  Rebels  was  across  its  path,  and  the  heroes  of  the 
awful  charge  must  either  surrender  or  be  annihilated.  It 
was  six  o^clock  that  evening  when  one  of  the  bravest  and  best 
regiments  at  Shiloh  laid  down  its  arms.  In  the  meantime,  the 
Twelfth,  Fourteenth,  Second  and  Seventh  Iowa  had  been  gal- 
lantly sustaining  their  line,  never  losing  a  foot  of  ground  until 
ordered  to  retire.  The  hard  fighting  of  the  Eighth,  Twelfth  and 
Fourteenth  had  for  the  time  saved  the  left  flank  of  the  position. 
Tuttle^s  right  was  still  unprotected  as  far  as  could  be  seen 


through  the  wood^,  and  the  fierce  sound  of  battle  farther  e 
showed  that  the  divisions  of  McCteraaiid  and  Shermim,  thouj 
desperately  fighting,  were  being  overpowered  and  driven  ba 

Soon  other  and  still  more  desperate  assaults  followed  i 
the  line.  For  two  hours  and  a  half  the  Rebels  charged  ■ 
unabated  force.  "  They  came  so  close  we  heard  their  voice 
said  the  men  of  the  Iowa  regiments,  "  and  we  saw  them  f. 
nnder  the  terrific  fire,  while  our  own  soldiers  from  left  ti 
of  that  brigade,  were  being  shot  down  by  the  scores. 
whole  rebel  brigades,  and  one  regiment  o£  a  seventh  bri] 
were  hurled  against  the  position  during  the  day — and  they  t 
the  best  troops  of  the  South.  Glenerals  Hindman  iiud  Gheathll 
and  Gibson  and  .\ndersou,  leading  six  brigades  and  a  p 
Pond'a,  dashed  against  the  Iowa  regiments,  only  to  be  destrof^ 
The  poaitioa  and  the  defense  were  too  strong.  All  honor  to  ti 
brave  men  who  ^tood  ail  that  day  between  Crrant'a  army  a 
complete  disaster.  Many  of  Iowa's  heroes  fell  that  day — but  tl 
sight  of  their  dead  only  strengthened  the  arms  of  the  living,  ■ 
fired  their  hearts  to  continued  valor.  At  four  o'clock  ' 
Rebels  made  a  last  terrific  assault  on  them  with  several  brigades 
in  column.  Massed  as  they  were,  advancing  under  a  withering 
storm  of  minieball,  grapnell  and  shell,  the  slaughter  was  terri- 
ble, and  the  assaulting  lines  gave  way  ia  dismay. 

At  fonr  and  a  half  o'clock,  (Jen.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  the  com- 
mander of  the  division,  rode  to  the  front  to  examine  the  sitoa- 
tion.  In  five  minutes  time  came  the  word  that  the  Rebels  were 
flanking  Tuttle  on  the  right.  The  awfal  charges  that  had  been 
made  to  turn  Tuttle's  left  had  been  repulsed  by  the  most  terri- 
ble fighting  for  hours,  on  the  part  of  the  Eighth,  Twelfth  and 
Fourteenth  Iowa,  and  other  regiments.  Now  the  woods  were 
full  of  the  enemy  who,  under  Polk,  had  passed  through  the 
unguarded  space  !it  the  right.  Many  were  already  to  the  Union 
rear,  and  the  brave  men  who  had  so  gallantly  defended  their 
position  were  rapidly  being  surrounded.  Wallace  saw  the  criti- 
cal position.  From  three  directions,  came  whistling  the  musket 
balls  of  the  enemy— from  front,  flank  and  rear. 

Wallace  hurriedly  concluded  to  order  t*ie  regiments  to  cut 
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their  way  out.  No  other  course  was  possible.  Tuttle  sent  offi- 
cers to  the  commanders  of  the  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Iowa  to 
order  them  to  about  face  and  follow  after  the  Second  and  Seventh, 
while  he  and  Wallace,  at  the  head  of  the  two  latter  regimentst 
mo7ed  by  the  flank  for  the  Corinth  road.  In  fire  minutes,  Wal- 
lace was  shot  from  his  horse,  and  men  of  the  Second  and 
Seventh  were  falling  from  the  enfilading  fire.  But,  shooting  as 
they  marched,  they  retreated  through  the  rebel  line  behind,  and 
escaped  with  little  loss. 

The  Twelfth,  the  Fourteenth  and  the  Eighth  Iowa,  and  parts 
of  Prentiss's  division,  still  fought  on,  and  more  desperately  now 
than  ever.  The  rebel  lines  had  closed  in  behind  Tuttle's  men 
as  they  fought  through,  and  Colonels  Shaw,  G^des  and  Woodsi 
with  their  brave  commands,  were  left  to  battle  as  they  could,  and 
were  captured  by  sundown.  Better  fighting  had  not  been  done 
on  the  Shiloh  battle  field  than  by  these  captured  regiments.* 

The  oflBcers  sent  to  order  the  retreat  never  reached  them, 
though  probably  if  they  had,  a  rescue  was  now  impossible.  It 
was  a  desperate  situation  for  the  battle-scarred  regiments  left 
behind,  to  fight,  alone,  the  flower  of  the  whole  rebel  army. 
Bravely  and  desperately  they  clung  to  their  ground  and  fought, 
and  while  they  fought.  Grant's  new  line  was  forming  at  the  rear 
a  wall  of  cannon  and  muskets  that  would  at  last  save  the  army 
from  destruction.  Had  the  Iowa  men  given  away  earlier,  the 
army  would  have  been  gone,  and  Shiloh  lost. 

It  was  sundown,  and  the  men  of  the  Eighth,  the  Twelfth  and 
the  Fourteenth  Iowa  regiments  that  had  stood  so  like  a  wall  of 
fire  between  the  union  army  and  destruction,  now  surrendered 
and  were  marched  into  captivity.  But,  as  they  marched,  they 
heard  the  battle  on  Webster's  new  line,  which  their  sacrifices 
and  their  heroism  had  made  possible,  and  the  last  gun  that 
echoed  across  the  fields  and  woods  that  night  in  the  darkness, 
told  them  their  persistent  fighting  had  saved  the  day. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-six  brave  oflScers  and  men  of  the 
Eighth  Iowa  went  from  Shiloh  into  horrible  southern  prisons — 

*Jo8t  after  the  Second  and  Seventh  escaped,  the  Rebels  opened  a  tremen- 
ilous  tire  of  artillery  on  the  position — "the  heaviest  I  ever  heard,"  wrote 
Col.  Shaw. 
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while  165  of  their  comrades  were  dead,  mengled  or  missing, 
there  on  the  battle  field.*  It  teas  the  laat  regment  to  leave  thi 
front  that  day.  Col.  Geddes  was  shot  in  the  leg,  and  M^ 
Andrews  severely  in  the  head.  Gapt.  William  F.  Hogiu  ' 
killed,  and  Captains  Henry  fi.  Benson  and  Palmei,  and  Lien-^ 
tenants  Hays,  Tichenor,  Craigie  and  Wells,  wounded.  Cap- 
tains Cleveland,  Stabbs,  Benson,  McCormach,  Bell,  KeLse^, 
Geddes,  and  Lieat.  Mahs,  and  Lt.-Gol.  Fergnson  and  A^. 
Andrews  were  all  deservedly  mentioned  for  gallantry. 

For  ten  hoars  the  regiment  had  held  its  dangerous  position, 
and  without  protection  of  any  kind,  had  fought  desperately. 
Had  Tuttle's  flank  been  tamed — ^had  the  Eighth  Iowa  yielded, 
the  field  there  would  have  been  lost,  A  couple  of  brass  e 
ponnders  taken  to  the  left  by  Shaw,  and  the  galkntry  of  thft 
Iowa  regiments,  did  indeed  save  the  position. 

The  brave  Twelfth  paid  the  penalty  of  its  devotion  to  duty 
with  a  loss  of  one  137  of  its  members,  24  of  whom  lay  dead; : 
this  out  of  a  total  of  only  447  in  action.  The  remainder  were 
captured.  Among  the  killed  were  Lieutenants  Ferguson  and 
Moir — brave  officers. 

Captains  Earle,  Warner,  Stibbs,  Haddock,  Tan  Duzee  and 
Townsley,  were  mentioned  for  gallantry  in  the  battle;  so,  too, 
were  Adjt.  Duncan  and  Quartermaster  Dorr.  Capt,  Edgiugton 
gallantly  led  the  regiment  after  the  wounding  of  Col.  Woods,, 
and  surrendered  it  only  when  further  resistance  would  mean  a 
useless  sacrifice  of  life. 

The  loss  of  the  Fourteenth  regiment  was  47  killed  and 
wounded,  and  236  captured,t  though  the  exact  losses  of  this  and 

*Col.  Shaw,  of  the  Fonrteenth  Iowa,  stated  publicly  in  Dea  Hoinee  that 
the  bard  fighting  in  front  of  tbe  Eighth  Iowa  was  the  severest  of  the  dig. 
"  ThUWii  brigadr  oiceii  ilt  aalcalion  to  tht  Eighth  loma,"  declared  Cm. 
Shaw. 

fThe  iMses  in  killed  and  woanded  of  tliese  captured  Iowa  regiments  may 
never  be  exactly  known.  Many  of  tbe  raptured  were  at  the  same  time 
wounded,  and  coming  from  the  prison  Iohk  months  afterward,  their  woDnds 
healed,  and  almost  forgolten.  they  neglected  reporting  themselves  bb  having 
l>een  wounded  at  alL  Add  to  this  the  captuie  of  the  officers,  the  impoaalbijity  u 
reports  at  the  time,  the  absence  of  company  returns  long  afterward,  and  tha 
incorrectness  of  the  table  of  losses  in  tbe  Aajntant  GenerarB  report  is  eaailj 
■cconnted  for.    This  is  especially  tme  of  tbe  Twelfth  regiment,  whose  lOMM 
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the  other  captured  regiments  will  probably  never  be  accnrat-ely 
known.    Many  of  the  captured  were  wounded. 

Col.  Shaw  was  taken  to  prison  with  his  regiment,  as  was  Col. 
G^des,  of  the  Eighth  Iowa,  though  wounded*  Col.  Woods,  of 
the  Twelfth,  was  wounded  three  times,  captured  and  left  on  the 
battle  field,  where  he  was  recovered  the  next  day. 

The  two  escaping  regiments,  the  Second  and  Seventh  Iowa, 
fought  on  toward  the  river,  and  as  they  approached  the  forks  of 
the  Hamburg  and  Corinth  road,  ran  into  a  line  of  Rebels  formed 
across  their  way.  Instantly  the  Second  regiment  was  deployed 
into  line,  and  behind  it,  the  Seventh.  The  two  then  charged 
through  the  Rebels  with  a  cheer.  Tuttle  now  halted,  and  was 
joined  by  Col.  Crocker  with  the  Thirteenth  Iowa,  which  had 
been  fighting  elsewhere.  A  new  line  was  formed,  facing  the 
front,  while  firing  was  still  going  on,  out  where  the  Eighth, 
Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Iowa  were  yet  fighting.  An  advance 
for  their  rescue  was  ordered  by  Tuttle,  but  the  line  had  scarcely 
begun  to  move  when  the  firing  ceased.  The  three  regiments 
had  surrendered. 

It  was  now  sundown.  A  little  skirmishing  with  the  enemy^s 
line  that  had  followed  it  back,  and  what  was  left  of  Tuttle^s 
brigade  formed  a  new  front  in  line  with  many  others,  to  sup- 
port the  batteries  that  Col.  Webster,  the  chief  of  staflF,  had 
massed  against  the  enemy^s  last  charge  of  the  day.  The  Rebels 
came  on  in  heavy  lines  and  with  desperation,  but  the  awful  vol- 
leys of  grape,  canister  and  round  shot  from  the  batteries  and 
the  gunboats,  sent  them  reeling  into  the  darkness  now  about  to 
envelop  them.     The  first  day  of  Shiloh  was  done. 

The  Second  Iowa  was  led  in  the  fight  by  Lt.-Col.  Baker,  and 
holding  the  right  of  Tuttle's  brigade,  suffered  severe!}'.     Capt. 

were  far  above  tlie  number  orticially  reported.  Making  the  same  allowance 
for  the  Eighth  and  Fourteenth,  the  number  of  casualties  at  Shiloh  would  be 
proven  much  hi>f her  than  has  ever  been  given.  Col.  Shaw  ia  of  the  opinion 
that  at  least  ten  micht  l>e  added  to  the  official  report  of  woiin(led  in  the 
Fourt<H?nth  Iowa.  Tne  adjutiint  ^'-eneral's  report  gives  but  'K)  killed  and 
wounded  in  th»'  Tw.'lfth  iowa.  The  estimate  given  in  the  text  is  from  a 
rew)rt  by  Lt.-Col.  p]dgintrton  of  the  Twelfth,  read  at  the  reunion  of  the 
I* Hornets'  Nest  Brigade,"  at  Ufs  Moines,  in  October,  1887.  It  is  based  on 
information  drawn  from  surviving  members  of  the  companies  of  the  regi- 
ment. 
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Littler  had  an  arm  shot  off,  and  Captains  Wilkins,  Mills,  Moom 
and  Cox  (the  latter,  the  next  day),  were  also  woanded. 

The  brave  Lieut.  William  Brawner  was  killed.  Sixty-two  of 
the  privates  were  either  killed  or  woanded.'*' 

The  Seventh  regiment  was  commanded  in  the  fight  of  fbe 
first  day  by  Lt.-Col.  Parrott,  and  on  the  second  day  by  Major 
Elliott  W.  Bice;  both  brave  men  and  excellent  officers.  It  had  10 
killed,  17  wounded  and  6  missing.  Lieut.  Dillon  was  among 
the  killed. 

On  the  right  and  left,  and  at  other  points  of  the  union  line 
on  that  awful  day,  other  Iowa  regiments  were  also  fighting  with 
a  valor  that  was  to  add  lustre  to  the  laurels  of  the  state. 

Braver  fighting  was  not  done  at  Shiloh  than  was  done  by  the 
Third  Iowa  infantry.  It  formed  the  right  of  the  First  brigade 
of  Gen.  Hurlbut^s  division.  Its  Colonel,  Williams,  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  brigade,  and  the  regiment  was  led  by  Maj.  Stone, 
afterward  Governor  of  Iowa.  The  long  roll  beat  the  regiment 
to  arms  at  about  seven  o^clock.  At  the  front,  the  battle  waa 
already  raging,  and  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  hurry  to  the  sup- 
port of  Prentiss^s  division,  already  being  pressed  back. 

'^  In  just  ten  minutes  from  the  first  alarm,^^  says  the  Colonel 
^^  the  line  was  formed  and  marching.^'  The  distance  to  the  front 
was  quickly  tramped  by  the  eager  men,  and,  forty  rods  north  of 
what  was  called  the  ^'  Peach  Orchard,^^  the  line  of  battle  was 
formed,  while  the  wounded  and  the  ofirighted  of  Prentiss^s  men 
pushed  past  them  to  the  rear.  Once  the  brigade  advanced  across 
the  Peach  Orchard,  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  under  a 
severe  fire  of  his  artillery,  but  wiser  orders  brought  it  back  to 
the  north  of  the  field.t  Here  for  ten  long  hours — the  whole 
day  through — without  breastworks  or  defense,  the  brave  men 
resisted  the  assaults  of  the  enemy.  Time  and  again  the  rebel 
lines  advanced,  only  to  be  driven  back  with  fearful  loss.    The 

*No  full  report  of  the  Second  Iowa  at  Shiloh  was  ever  made. 

fThe  fact  that  there  were  two  or  three  little  peach  orchards  near  to  Pren- 
ti8H*8  and  Hurlbut's  lines,  has  always  tended  to  confasion  in  the  reports  of 
the  battle.  I'lie  orchard  through  which  the  Third  Iowa  fouffht  was  about 
three  hundreil  yards  south  of  the  junction  of  the  Corinth  ana  Purdv  roads. 
There  was  also  a  larger  peach  orchard  a  hundi^ed  and  fifty  yards  south  of  the 
Eighth  Iowa*s  second  position. 
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men  of  the  brigade  were  falling  in  every  direction.  Col.  Will- 
iams was  disabled  early  in  the  action.  Many  officers  and  men 
were  nearly  dead  with  exhaustion,  bat  still  fought  on.  They 
realized  that  the  fate  of  the  whole  army  was  at  stake,  and  was 
wavering  in  the  hands  of  the  brave  men  fighting  and  holding 
out  at  fearful  odds  here  by  the  Peach  Orchard,  and  farther  to 
the  right  where  other  Iowa  men  kept  the  assaulters  at  bay. 

At  five  o'clock,  the  falling  back  of  troops  on  both  flanks  com- 
pelled the  Third  Iowa  to  retire;  but  they  did  it  sullenly — turning 
to  fire  at  their  pursuers  at  every  opportunity.  On  nearing  their 
camp,  they  found  their  flanks  enveloped.  They  were,  in  fact, 
surrounded.  With  one  voice,  they  determined  not  to  surrender, 
but  to  dash  through  the  murderous  lines.  It  was  done  with  a 
7ell,  though  many  a  man  lost  his  life  in  the  fierce  gauntlet. 
Once  through,  they  rallied  the  remaining  few,  and  in  line  helped 
support  the  big  batteries  that  hurled  back  the  last  charge  of  the 
rebel  right  at  the  river. 

On  that  single  Sunday,  the  Third  Iowa  lost  187  brave  men,  of 
whom  23  were  killed,  and  134  wounded.  Thirty  were  missing. 
Maj.  Stone  was  captured  with  many  others.  No  field  officers 
were  left  in  the  regiment,  and  in  the  next  day^s  battle,  Lieut. 
William  Dodd,  and  others  of  the  line,  commanded. 

All  had  distinguished  themselves — many  conspicuously  so — 
among  them  Captains  Trumbull  and  Knight,  Lieut.  Grosley  and 
Sergt.  Lakin.  Lieut.  Crosley  was  called  on  to  command  the 
regiment  in  the  afternoon,  and  won  the  admiration  and  grati- 
tude of' his  comrades.  Sergt.  Lakin  bore  the  colors  in  the  thick 
fight  and  brought  them  safely  through  into  camp,  riddled  with 
bullets.  On  the  next  day  the  same  bullet-torn  flag  was  borne 
through  the  conflict  by  Corp.  Edwards.  Many  of  the  officers 
had  been  killed  or  wounded  on  that  first  day.  Capt.  Hobba 
was  killed,  and  Captains  D.  Leffingwell,  E.  J.  Weiser,  S.  B. 
McCall,  A.  L.  Ogg,  J.  Tullis  and  M.  M.  Trumbull,  with  Lieu- 
tenants P.  W.  Crawford,  B.  A.  Matthews,  P.  G.  C.  Merrill, 
Simon  G.  Gary,  John  P.  Knight,  Will  B.  Hamill  and  John 
Wayne  bore  away  rebel  bullets  in  their  bodies. 

While  these  Iowa  regiments  with  Wallace  and  Hurlbut  were 
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;Img  80  fiercely  at  the  center  and  left,  Iowa  soldiers  wera 
r     y  in  the  conflict  far  to  the  right,  with  Sherman  and 

demand. 

The  first  regiment  that  landed  from  the  boats  at  Shiloh,  was 
Sixth  Iowa.    It  was  put  in  McDowelFs  brigade,  far  out  to  the 

treme  right,  on  the  Purdy  road.    No  troops  were  farther  for* 

xd.  Two  companies  of  the  Sixth,  under  Gapt.  M.  M.  Wal- 
den,  afterward  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Iowa,  were  still  farther 
advanced,  guarding  the  bridge  of  the  Purdy  road  over  Owl  Greek. 

Sherman  commanded  the  division,  and  the  whole  line  of  this 
brigade  was  protected  by  hastily  constructed  breastworks.  All 
the  day  and  all  the  night  before  the  battle,  the  line  had  remained 
under  arms,  on  the  alert,  ready  for  an  encounter.  That  line  did 
not  propose  to  be  "  surprised." 

By  climbing  trees,  the  encampment  of  the  enemy  had  been 
seen  in  the  distance  by  some  of  the  officers,  twenty-four  hours 
before  the  battle.  Gen.  Sherman  sent  word  of  this  to  Grant  on 
Saturday,  the  5th,  and  that  he  "  believed  the  enemy  to  be  in  farce 
five  miles  to  his  front,  on  the  Gorinth  road,  with  a  brigade  of 
infantry,  a  regiment  of  cavalry  and  a  field  battery."  That  they 
really  proposed  battle  could  not  be  known,  for  the  rebel  army, 
strangely  enough,  halted  out  there  a  whole  day. 

McDoweirs  brigade,  however,  took  it  for  granted  that  the 
Rebels  meant  to  Jight^  and  stood  to  arms  at  4  oVlock  on  Sun- 
day morning.    As  McDowell,  the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  was 
in  command  of  the  brigade,  the  lieutenant  colonel  under  arres^ 
and  the  major,  J.  M.  Gorse,  absent  on  Pope^s  stafi^,  the  coinmai 
of  the  Sixth  Iowa  devolved  on  Gapt.  Iseminger. 

With  the  rising  sun,  their  ears  were  greeted  with  the  roar 
musketry  and  artillery  far  to  the  left  of  the  brigade.    They 
into  line,  but  no  enemy  appeared  in  their  front,  where  the' 
80  ready  to  receive  them.    Nearer  and  nearer  to  them  ca 
clash  of  battle  at  their  left,  a  line  of  skirmishers  was  thro^ 
but  no  enemy  came  on.    Then,  suddenly,  as  the  battle 
grew  louder  and  nearer,  they  learned  that  our  lines  had  gi 
and  the  brigade  was  cut  oflf  from  the  main  army, 
were  quickly  about-faced,  and  their  chosen  position  a^ 
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A  move  to  the  rear  and  by  the  left  flank,  for  a  circuit  of  a  mile 
or  more,  brought  them  face  to  face  with  the  enemy,  who  had 
broken  through  Sberman^s  lines  and  were  in  force  at  an  open 
field. 

Here,  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  they  charged  across  the 
field,  drove  the  enemy  into  the  woods,  fighting  them  and  hold- 
ing them  there  for  three  long  hours.  Gapt.  Isemiuger,  the  com- 
mander, was  soon  killed,  as  were  many  men.  The  next  to  assume 
command,  Capt.  Williams,  was  severely  wounded;  but  the  regi- 
ment, almost  without  leaders,  fought  on.  Once,  McDowell  rode 
up  to  the  Sixth  to  give  an  order,  but  just  as  he  would  speak,  his 
horse  plunged  from  under  him,  and  he  fell  to  the  ground,  injured 
and  almost  senseless.  The  position  of  the  line  was  becoming 
critical;  the  enemy  were  trying  to  flank  it  on  the  right,  and  the 
Foment  was  sufiering  terribly.  Then  Oen.  Sherman  rode  up 
and  ordered  the  men,  now  nearly  surrounded,  to  save  ti^emselves 
as  best  they  could.  The  firing  was  already  in  the  rear  as  the 
men  broke  to  the  left,  and  saved  the  remainder  of  the  regiment 
by  grace  of  good  running  for  half  a  mile.  Safe  to  the  rear, 
re-collected  and  organized  a  little,  under  Captains  Walden  and 
Saunders — the  former  oflScer  took  command  and  led  the  regi- 
ment into  the  new  line  forming  to  support  Col.  Webster's  artil- 
lery at  the  landing. 

Col.  Webster  rode  down  the  line  and  requested  the  Sixth  Iowa 
to  move  up  closer  to  the  support  of  the  guns.  Two  regiments 
had  refused  the  duty.  "  I  pledge  you  my  men  at  the  guns  will 
do  their  duty,"  said  Webster,  "  and  if  the  Rebels  come  on,  I 
want  you  to  meet  them  with  the  cold  steel." 

On  the  Rebels  did  come,  in  serried  lines,  in  front  of  one  of 
the  most  death-dealing  canuonades  from  artillery  and  gunboats 
of  the  war,  but  only  to  reel  back,  leaving  the  ground  strewn 
with  their  dead.  It  was  almost  dark.  ''  Now,  boys,"  said  Gen, 
Grant,  slowly  riding  up  behind  the  Sixth  Iowa,  **  put  a  little 
more  musketry  down  in  there."  As  he  said  this,  he  pointed 
down  into  the  ravine  \vht*re  the  Ilel>els  were  hist  seen.  A  volley 
was  sent  as  directed.  **  Now.  that's  all  right,"  he  continued. 
"Now  give  them  another  one."  And  our  commander  rode  away 
as  quietly  as  he  had  come.     His  presence  re-assured  the  line. 
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At  the  same  momenb,  Nel^oa'a  dirision  of  Baell's  army  lud 
crossed  the  river  and  passed  to  our  front.  We  gave  titua* 
cheer,  and  behind  us  a  band  placed  "  HaO  Columbia."  We  ware 
re-enforced,  and  darkness  had  come  to  help  as.  All  that  n^t 
the  arm;  lay  in  bivonac  nader  a  fearful  rainstorm,  with  the  JWh  - 
eral  gunboats  furnishing  thundw.  Monday  morning  If^  foond 
the  Sixth  Iowa  at  the  siege  gaos,  but  toward  noon  it  was  led  to 
the  front — first  by  Col.  Oglesby,  and  then  by  Col.  James  A.  G«r- 
field,  afterward  President  of  the  United  States.  It  passed  the 
Sbiloh  Church,  passed  the  cavalry,  and  once,  with  Garfield  diraei* 
ing  it,  chased  a  battery  that  bad  unlimbered  at  its  front.  Thtfc 
battery  fired  against  the  Sixth  Iowa  the  last  rebel  shot  atSlutoh,' 

The  regiment  bad  fought  in  the  battle  with  nnsarpe—BJ" 
bravery.  It  had  lost  183  men  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  oot 
of  650  eng^ed.  Among  the  killed  were  Captains  B.  E.  White 
and  Daniel  Tseminger,  while  Capt.  F.  Brydolf  and  Lieatenante 
J.  S.  Halliday,  John  T.  Qrimes  aai  John  H.  Orman  were 
wouDded.  No  record  of  any  regiment  was  more  honorable  at 
Sbiloh. 

On  another  part  of  the  battle  field,  to  shift  the  scene,  amid 
the  fierce  fighting  of  that  Sunday,  no  troops  were  more  con- 
spicuoos  than  the  Thirteenth  Iowa,  under  GoL  H.  M.  Grocto. 
His  regiment,  with  the  Eleventh  Iowa,  was  in  Oglesby^s  brigade 
of  McCIemand's  division.  As  Oglesby  was  absent.  Col.  Abra- 
ham Hare,  of  the  Iowa  Eleventh,  led  the  brigade  until  be 
was  wounded  at  4:30  o'clock,  when  Col.  Crocker  took  command* 
Lt.-Col.  William  Hall  led  Hare's  Eleventh  regiment.  The  two 
regiments  were  separated  some  distance  on  the  line,  and  did  not 
tight  together. 

The  Thirteenth  Iowa  regiment  entered  the  fight  with  T17 
men,  rank  and  file,  and  they  were  among  the  best  drilled  and 
disciplined  men  at  Shiloh.  The  command  sprang  to  the  front 
when  the  alarm  sounded  that  morning,  but,  owing  to  the  giving 
away  of  other  troops,  it  was  flanked  by  the  enemy  early  in  the 
engagement,  and  compelled  to  fall  back  in  disorder.  A  new 
line  was  formed,  and  fronting  to  the  foe,  the  regiment,  with  two 
Illinois  regiments,  stood  ite  ground  under  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon 
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and  musketry  till  noon.  Again,  by  orders,  the  line  fell  back, 
and  again  turned  and  fought  incessantly  till  half  past  four,  hurl- 
ing back  repeated  charges  of  the  enemy  and  inflicting  on  him 
severe  loss.  Now,  Col.  Hare,  the  leader  of  the  brigade,  fell 
wounded,  and  was  carried  from  the  field,  and  Col.  Crocker  took 
command.  Once  more,  by  orders,  the  line  fell  back,  and  once 
more,  rallied  by  Crocker,  the  men  maintained  their  position 
under  constant  and  galling  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  till 
darkness  ended  the  conflict. 

The  regiment  had  been  under  fire  for  ten  consecutive  hours, 
and  had  lost  162  men,  nearly  all  killed  or  wounded.  Among 
the  killed  were  Lieutenants  Erasmus  D.  Duncan  and  John  H. 
Watson.  Lt.-Col.  Price  was  wounded,  as  was  Maj.  Shane,  Capt. 
T.  H.  Miller  and  Lieutenants  Elliott  Shurtz  and  Qeo.  S.  Hamp- 
ton, Jr.  Lieut.  Buren  R.  Sherman,  afterward  Gbvernor  of  Iowa, 
was  most  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry,  and  was  very  severely 
wounded.  Col.  Crocker  made  honorable  mention  of  Lt.-Col. 
Price,  of  Maj.  Shane,  and  of  his  adjutant,  Lieut.  Wilson,  whom 
Col.  Hare  called  in  his  report,  "  the  bravest  of  the  brave."  Col. 
Crocker  himself  made  on  that  day  the  foundation  for  his  mili- 
tary fame,  by  extraordinary  courage  and  cool  skill  manifested 
under  trial  and  danger. 

While  the  Thirteenth  Iowa  was  fighting  so  gallantly  in  the 
line,  its  sister  regiment,  the  Eleventh  Iowa,  was  engaged  as  bit- 
terly in  the  contest  some  distance  to  the  right.  There,  with  its 
right  resting  on  a  pond,  and  supporting  Dresser's  battery,  the 
regiment  fought  heroically  against  overpowering  numbers  for 
over  two  hours,  when  it,  too,  was  ordered  to  retire.  In  front  of 
its  own  parade  ground,  the  line  about-faced  and  poured  a  hot 
fire  into  the  enemy,  causing  them  to  fly,  leaving  one  of  their 
flags  in  the  regiment's  hands  as  a  trophy  of  its  heroism. 

Out  of  ammunition,  later,  the  regiment  again  fell  back,  but, 
on  the  order  of  Gen.  Grant,  again  advanced  at  a  new  front  on 
the  line.  After  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  it  moved  to  the 
support  of  the  batteries  that  were  to  play  such  an  important 
role  in  hurling  back  the  last  charge  of  the  rebel  host  that  Sun- 
day night.     Twelve  of  the  Iowa  Eleventh  worked  some  of  the 
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gUDB  that  evening,  ami  with  good  effect.  Lt.-Col.  Hall's  gallan-fl 
try  in  the  battle  was'mucli  praised.  He  had  his  horse  shot  under] 
him  and  was  slightly  wounded.  Maj.  John  U.  Abercronibie  nnd- 
Col.  A,  M.  Hare  were  wounded.  Lieut.  John  F.  Compton  wM 
idlled.  and  Capt.  Charles  Foster  wounded.  The  total  of  killed 
and  woanded  numbered  193.  This  regiment  and  the  Sghting! 
Thirteenth  formed  the  nucleus,  shortly  after  the  battle,  j 
Crocker's  famous  "'  Iowa  Brigade." 

On  that  bloody  field  the  Eleventh  Iowa  fought  a  part  of  thav 
time  under  the  direct  orders  of  Gen.  Grant,  and  its  awful  losseal 
^lioff  with  what  gallantry  it  advanced,  and  with  what  liercenest'l 
it  resisted  the  many  charges  made  on  its  line.  There  wereaol 
braver  regiments  at  Shiloh  than  the  Eleventh  Iowa,  and  nol 
Iowa  regiment  lost  so  many  officers  and  men  slain  ou  the  field.! 

Two  other  Iowa  regiments,   the   Fifteenth   and   Sisteenthtfl 
feufjht  at  Shiloh,  and  lost  severely  in  officers  and  men,    TJnli] 
the  Second,  Seventh,  Fourteenth  and  others,  these  two  commandl 
liad  neither  discipline   nor  esperienee.     Rawer  recruits  neve 
catered  battle.     Scarcely  a  man  of  the  two  regiments  had  everfl 
liwded  a  musket,  uud  yet  they  had  scarcely  set  foot  on  the  river^ 
hank  until  they  were  picked  up  and  hurried  into  desperate  battle. 

The  Fifteenth  resiment  was  led  that  day  by  Col.  Hugh  Tj 
Kied.     Its  major  was  W,  W,   Belknap,  later  of  military  fam»l 
and  secretary  of  war.     The  Sixteenth  regiment  was  led  by  CoL. 
Chambers,  who  had  been  an  officer  in  the  regular  army,  and  thft  J 
mustering  officer  fiir  most  of  the  Iowa  troops. 

At  nine  oVIock  that  morning,  the  two  re^imeuta,  unassignedl 
a^  to  brigade  and  division,  were  thrown  across  the  path  of  the  | 
fugitives  flying  from  the  battle  at  the  front.     By  10:30  a.,  h.  theyfl 
had  themselves  been  hurried  to  the  right  front  in  support  of  the  j 
weakening  divisiou  of  McCIernand.    "  On  our  way  to  the  front," 
-ays  Chambers, "  we  met  more  numbers  of  men  of  all  arms  return- 
ing than  belonged  to  the  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  regiments;  < 
Iwt,  for  the  credit  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  iiol  one  of  her  quota  did  1 
/  meet."    On  reaching  the  battle  front,  the  two  regiments  were 
unfortunately  led  into  a  death  trap.     In  front  of  them  was  an  ' 
..pen  field  surrounded   by  woods — these  filled  with  victorious  1 
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rebel  regimeats  and  artillery.  Once,  the  little  line  of  raw 
soldiers  was  deliberately  marched  into  this  open  field  as  if  on 
parade,  and  in  full  range  of  the  blasts  of  musketry  and  cannon 
that  raked  them  with  appalling  severity.  A  new  order  took  the 
line  closer  to  the  enemy  and  to  the  wood,  where  a  hard  conflict 
raged  for  nearly  two  hours.  The  loss  was  extremely  severe. 
The  Sixteenth  had  131,  and  the  Fifteenth  185,  mostly  killed  and 
wounded. 

Officers  as  well  as  privates  .were  rapidly  falling,  and  at  the 
critical  moment,  an  Ohio  regiment,  supporting  the  right,  gave 
way.  The  line  was  now  being  flanked,  and  there  was  nothing 
to  do  but  retreat  or  surrender.  In  some  disorder  and  confusion 
the  line  gave  way,  and  was  soon  in  the  rear,  mixed  with  other 
regiments  that  had  been  likewise  driven  back. 

Officers  and  men  had  done  their  best.  Maj,  Belknap  of  the 
Fifteenth  had  been  wounded,  but  kept  in  the  front,  cool  as  a 
veteran.  Col.  Ried  was  wounded,  and,  like  Belknap,  unhorsed. 
Lieutenants  Jesse  B.  Penneyman  and  Robert  W.  Hamilton  were 
killed.  Adjt.  Pomutz  was  wounded,  as  were  Captains  R.  W. 
Hutchcraft,  James  G.  Day  and  E.  C.  Blackmar,  together  with 
Lieutenants  James  S.  Porter,  P.  H.  Goode,  S.  W.  King,  John  A. 
Danielson  and  J.  M.  Ried.  Special  mention  was  made  by  Col. 
Ried,  in  his  report,  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenants 
Studer,  Craig,  Hanks,  Ried,  Eldridge,  Landstrum,  Brown  and 
Herbert;  of  Sergt-Maj.  Brown,  and  of  Color  Sergt.  Rogers. 

The  Sixteenth  regiment  had  lost  Capt.  John  Ruehl  and  Lieut. 
Frank  N.  Doyle,  killed,  and  Capt.  Michael  Zettler  mortally 
wounded.  Captains  Alpheus  Palmer,  E.  M.  Newcomb,  E.  S. 
Frasier,  and  Lieutenants  J.  H.  Lucas,  Geo.  H.  Holcomb,  P.  Mil- 
ler, Louis  Bunde  and  Henry  Meyer  were  wounded.  Col.  Cham- 
bers had  also  been  wounded. 

Lt.-Col.  Saunders  rallied  a  part  of  the  Sixteenth  regiment 
after  it  fell  back,  and  this,  as  well  as  fragments  of  the  Fifteenth 
regiment,  joined  with  the  forces  supporting  the  batteries  in  the 
evening. 

When  the  sun  set  on  that  Sabbath  evening  at  Shiloh,  our 
army,  though  defeated,  was  not  hopeless.    Had  Gten.  Lew  Wal- 
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Uce'a  divisioa,  whicli  had  been  aimleBsly  moriag.iboat  all  daja 

come  up  with  its  10,000  men,  all  might  have  been  dij&rent  vrhai 

the  sua  went  down.    Gen.  Buell'a  advanced  division  b 

all  day  marching  twelve  miles,  and  all  day  heard  the 

that  were  slaughtering  tbeir  comrades.     They  came  in  time  t 

fire  a  few  shots  with  the  setting  son,  and  sleep  on  the  batUi 


"  Night  came,  Baell  came,  Wallace  came,"  says  Grant,  "  bnl 
except  night,  all  too  late  to  help.at  Shiloh."  So  little  did  Buel| 
help  that  night,  that  only  three  men  of  his  whole  eomviand  iiier% 
kurt.  Qen.  Oranf s  army  had  all  done  honorable  and  hard  figbtfj 
ing  that  day,  on  every  part  of  the  fierce  field,  and  the  regimenit 
of  Iowa  fought  with  a  valor  that  history  will  not  forget.  Th«d 
heroism  at  the  Peach  Orchard,  and  with  Tattle's  and  Geddea*a 
men,  doubtless  ^ved  the  army  from  disaster.  Tlie  Rebetq 
claimed  a  victory,  but  their  only  gain  was  the  privilege  of  aleepi 
ing  one  night  in  the  tents  of  the  union  soldiers. 

That  Sunday  night,  in  the  awful  storm  and  darkness  that  f 
00  the  field.  Grant  resolved  to  attack  the  enemy  at  dayligbl 
Buell's  fresh  army  was  pushed  to  the  front,  and  fought  gloi 
ously,  as  did  many  of  the  tired  regiments  of  (Grant's  commai 
till  the  Rebels,  leaving  their  dead  and  many  of  their  ^ 
fled  from  the  field  in  dismay. 

Shiloh  was  won. 

Buell,  with  his  fresh  troops,  might  have  pursued  the  demora 
ized  Rebels  and  destroyed  tbem.    He  did  nothing  oi  the  kiodJ 
though  Grant  suggested  it.     Buell  bad  done  for  a  rivnl  com*] 
maader  all  he  cared  to  do.     The  night  before,  when  the  couflicd 
ceased,  he  had  not  even  gone  to  see  Grant,  or  askeii  hira  foq 
advice  or  orders.    "  In  fact,"  he  says,  "  I  did  not  regard  Gei 
Grant  as  my  commander,"  and  this,  in  spite  of  the  fact  thi 
Geo.  Halleck  had  ordered  Grant  to  take  command  in  case  of  ^ 
battle. 

The  ease  with  which  the  rebel  army  might  have  been  pursued 
and  destroyed  is  a  lamentable  history.  "  Our  condition  is  horr 
ble"  writes  Gen.  Bragg  to  the  commander-in-chief  the  next  d^] 
"  our  troops  utterly  disorganized  and  demoralized."    "  It  is,"  hfj 
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continues  in  his  letter  to  Beauregard,  ^^  most  lamentable  to  see 
the  state  of  affairs.  The  whole  road  presents  the  scene  of  a  roiU^ 
and  no  mortal  could  restrain  it!'''  What  a  situation!  And 
Buell,  with  a  fresh  army,  lies  down  to  rest  in  his  quiet  camp  ! 

No  wonder  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  was  prolonged.  No 
wonder  that  at  last  an  indignant  people  dragged  such  soldiers 
from  their  high  commands. 

The  losses  on  both  sides  at  Shiloh,  on  the  first  day's  battle, 
amounted  to  about  20,000  men .  The  Union  army  lost  10,944. 
Of  these  2,381,  or  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  whole  battle^  came 
from  Iowa*    It  is  an  honorable  record. 

In  the  battle  of  the  7th,  the  Iowa  troops  took  no  important 
part,  being  mostly  in  reserve,  though  several  regiments  sup- 
ported batteries  or  skirmished  at  the  front — the  Sixth,  as  already 
mentioned,  receiving  the  last  rebel  shots  on  the  field  of  Shiloh.f 

The  total  union  losses  of  both  days  at  Shiloh,  according  to 
(Jen.  Grant,  were  13,047 .J 

*Not  less  than  five  Iowa  men  led  brigades  at  Shiloh.  They  were  Tattle, 
McDowell,  Hare,  Williams  and  Lauman.  Laaman  led  with  gallantry  a 
brigade  of  Kentucky  and  Indiana  troops.  The  losses  show  that  some  of  the 
Tery  hardest  fighting  was  done  by  their  commands. 

tWhat  the  rebel  commanders  thoug^ht  of  the  fighting  at  the  '*  Hornets* 
Nest"  may  be  gleaned  from  their  reports.  Gen.  Gibson,  speaking  of  the 
assaults  by  his  own  brigade,  says:  **  Four  times  the  position  was  charged, 
and  four  times  the  assault  proved  unavailing.'* 

**Our  brigade,*'  says  the  rebel  Col.  Pugh,  ** repeatedly  led  to  the  charge, 
each  time  bravely  breasting  a  storm  of  musketry  and  canister,  were  com- 
pelled to  retire." 

Col.  Fagan  called  his  command  at  the  **  Hornets'  Nest*'  **A  Forlorn 
Hope.'*  **  We  three  times  braved  a  perfect  rain  of  bulletSi  shot  and  shell — 
enaured  a  murderous  fire  until  endurance  ceased  to  be  a  virtue."  •  •  ♦ 
**  Three  different  times  did  we  go  into  that  valley  of  death,  and  as  often 
were  forced  bark." 

**Tbat  all  was  done  that  could  possibly  be  done,  the  heaps  of  killed  and 
wounded  left  there,  give  ample  evidence.*' 

Jthe  hornets'   nest. 

The  Rebels  designated  a  portion  of  that  fierce  field  the  **  Hornets*  Nest." 
The  exact  locality  styled  so,  may  never  be  definitely  known.  Gen.  Tuttle 
believed  that  tlu*  line  of  his  brigade  was  the  Hornets'  Nest,  and  he  was  so 
informed  by  a  rebel  oflScer  who  had  been  in  some  of  the  charges.  Col. 
Shaw,  an  earnest  student  of  the  battle  field,  and  an  officer  of  Tultle's  com- 
mand, asserts  that  the  right  of  Tuttle's  brigade  was  not  at  the  Hornets* 
Nest,  at  all.  but  that  the  **  Nest  "  included  the  line  of  the  Twelfth  and  Four- 
teenth Iowa,  at  left  of  brigade,  and  line  of  Eighth  Iowa,  of  Prentiss's  divis- 
ion. The  officers  of  Col.  Pugh's  brigade  (including  the  Third  Iowa)  of 
Horlburt's  division,  fighting  fiercely    farther  to  the  left  than   Tuttle,  are 
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MfiW  M&DaiD  AND  ISLAND  NO.  10. 

Early  ia  the  apring  of  1863,  and  just  about  thetime  that  I 
union  army  started  np  the  Tennessee  river  to  what  prorad  to  t 
the  battle  ground  of  Shtloh,  another  army,  under  Haj.-Geii.  Jdl 
Pope,  was  sent  down  to  operate  against  New  Madrid  and  I 
No.  10,  in  the  MisaiBsippi  river.  -'^ 

Pope,  with  the  aid  of  a  fleet  of  gunboats,  was  able  to  aolliBwk'^J 
a  brilliant  victory.     When  Qrant'a  capture  of  Fort  DonelMW-S^ 


at  the  point  where  the  Eaghth,  Twelfth  uid  FoDrteeath  Iowa,  and  Twento-, 
third  Uiuoun,  BighteeiLth  Wiaconmn  and  Fiftr-aightb  Illinmi,  made  turn 
taat  terrible  strugifle  and  wen  captared.    Thii  was  oear  the  Peach  Oiobud. 


Right  oF  Tuttle'a  brigade  (Second  and  Seventh  Iowa),  106. 
Shaw's  poRition  (line  of  Eighth,  TwelfUt  and  Fonrteenth  Iowa],  i 
Pugh's  position  (line  of  Third  Iowa,  Twenty-eighth,  Thirty-iec 
Forty-first  IlliaoiB),  644. 


Bell's 


otiition:  (point  of  csptnie  of  Eighth,  Twelfth,  FomteeDth  Icn^-  '. 
"  iBoari,  E^teenth  Wisconain  and  Fifty-eighth  lllimna),  SK  , 
ir  of  wonnded  who  were  oaptnred  of  the  last  thr 


Twenty-third  Uissoari,  E^teenth  Wisconain  and  Fifty-eighth  lllimna),  1 
The  number  of  wonnded  who  were  oaptnred  of  the  last  three  Tagimeat 

not  known.    These  woold  increase  the  losses  conaidecablv. 
It  is  poesible  that  the  "  Hornets'  Nest,"  so  feared  by  tlie  Rebels,  inolnded   ; 

thewAalc  Iincfroin  the  Peach  Orchard  op  hiandiiiclnding  thelettof  TlitllA  .« 

The  aon  of  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  the  rebel  coraniander  at  Shiloh,  rate* 
to  the  Hornets'  Nest  as  at  the  federal  left  center— the  position  held  by  tha 
diviaioas  of  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  Hnrlbnt  and  Prentiss.  This  very  nearly  cor> 
responds  «ita  the  line  I  have  soggested  above. 

It  was  all  bot  enoogh,  according  to  rebel  reports,  and  locate  it  where  wa 
will  on  that  line.  Iowa  soldiers  were  in  iL 

The  losses  in  the  Iowa  regiments  engaged  at  Shiloh,  were  aa  follewa: 
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made  the  evacuation  of  Columbus  a  necessity,  the  Rebels 
resolved  to  contest  the  possession  of  the  Mississippi  river  at 
the  stray  position  of  Island  No.  10,  sixty  miles  below.  The 
point  was  splendidly  fortified  and  defended  by  9,000  men, 
with  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  heavy  artillery.  New 
Madrid,  a  few  miles  below,  was  a  part  of  the  defensive  chain,  and 
was  itself  strongly  fortified  and  supported  by  a  number  of  rebel 
gunboats. 

Oen.  Pope  determined  to  march  his  army  against  New  Madrid, 
while  the  fleet  of  gunboats  should  pound  away  at  Island  No.  10. 
Some  twenty-six  thousand  troops  were  sent  to  Pope^s  rendezvous 
at  Cairo,  and,  by  March  the  1st,  they  were  transported  to  the 
village  of  Commerce,  thirty  miles  above  Cairo.  The  plan  was 
to  march  through  the  great  Mingo  Swamp  and  attack  New 
Madrid  from  the  rear.  The  troops  were  re-organized  at  Com- 
merce and  formed  what  was  afterwards  known  as  the  famous 
Army  of  the  Mississippi.  Iowa  sent  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
a  regiment  of  cavalry  and  a  battery,  with  this  army  of  Pope^s: 
the  Fifth  and  Tenth  infantry,  Second  cavalry  and  Sands^s  bat- 
tery. In  all  the  operations  that  followed  for  the  reduction  of 
New  Madrid,  they  bore  an  honorable  part.  Under  considerable 
hardships  from  bad  weather,  deficient  roads,  and  floods  of  water, 
the  passage  of  the  Mingo  swamp  was  made,  and  the  siege  of 
New  Madrid  begun.  In  that  siege  the  two  Iowa  infantry  regi- 
ments were  repeatedly  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery.  This  was 
especially  true  of  a  part  of  the  Fifth  regiment. 

The  country  all  about  New  Madrid  was  perfectly  level,  and  as 
the  water  was  high  in  the  river  the  rebel  gunboats  had  a  full 
sweep  of  the  union  position.  Skirmishing,  reconnoissances,  artil- 
lery duels  and  all  the  operations  of  a  siege  were  carried  on  daily 
with  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  The  Iowa  troops  were  compli- 
mented by  Gen.  Pope  for  their  excellent  bearing  under  fire,  as 
were  the  gallant  Col.  Worthington  and  Maj.  Robertson,  of  the 
Fifth,  and  Col.  Perczel  of  the  Tenth.  On  the  dark  and  stormy 
night  of  March  the  13th,  at  midnight,  the  troops  were  led  into 
the  advanced  trenches,  with  a  view  to  assault  at  daylight. 
Worthington  led  a  brigade.     There  was  a  terrific  thunderstorm. 
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and  the  darkness,  said  Gen.  Hamilton,  "  was  palpable, 
water  in  the  trenches  was  knee  deep,  bat  the  men  bore  t 
comfort  withoQt  s  marmar.  At  laat,  daylight  came,  but  instead 
of  battle,  a  flag  of  trace.  Expecting  the  assaalt,  the  enemy  had 
fled  in  the  darkness  orer  the  rirer  and  away.  Without  waiting 
to  count  the  enormons  war  stores  captored,  the  scores  of  lieavy 
cannon,  and  all  the  belongings  of  an  army.  Pope,  too,  crossed  the 
rirer,  and  pursued.  Near  Tiptonville,  the  whole  force,  including 
the  troops  that  had  ran  away  from  Island  No.  10  at  the  same 
time,  was  captored. 

To  that  point  at  least,  the  great  river  was  free.  The  taking 
of  three  generals,  with  273  officers,  nearly  7,000  men,  and  158 
cannon,  made  a  victory  of  immense  consequence  at  that  early 
period  of  the  war. 

On  the  banners  of  all  the  army,  including  the  Fifth  and 
Tenth  Iowa,  were  inscribed  New  Madrid  and  Island  No.  10. 
The  victory,  great  as  it  waa,  bad  been  achieved  with  trifling  loss. 
Gen.  Pope's  casualties  were  only  half  a  hundred  men;  the  fact 
made  the  victory  more  complete.  The  Iowa  regiments  lost  but 
half  a  dozen,  but  the  experience  of  the  siege,  and  the  glory  of 
the  victory  were  incentives  to  their  valor  on  later  and  bloodier 
fields. 

These  two  regiments  formed  next  a  part  of  Pope's  re-euforc- 
ing  troops,  Bent  by  transporta  from  New  Madrid  to  the  army 
under  Gen.  Grant,  on  the  battle  ground  of  Shilob.  The  great 
battle  was  over — the  siege  of  Corinth  bad  begun,  and  the  reg:i- 
ments  that  had  foood  war  but  a  play-spell  at  New  Madrid,  were 
that  summer  to  wade  in  their  comrades'  blood  at  the  fierce  battle 
of  luka. 


CHAPTEK  XIII. 

IOWA  AT  THE  BATTLE  OF  lUKA. 
Sept.  19,  1862. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1862,  the  rebel  army  nnder  Gton. 
Bragg,  and  the  union  army  under  Oen.  Buell,  were  having  a 
race  northward  for  the  Ohio*  river. 

Lee  had  whipped  Pope  in  Virginia,  and  now  the  rebel  army, 
under  Price  and  Van  Dorn,  hoped  to  destroy  Gen.  Grant  at  or 
near  Corinth,  or  else  flank  him  and  march  to  the  rear  of  Baell 
on  hid  race  with  Bragg. 

The  advantage  of  early  victories  to  the  Union  had  abont  been 
lost  by  the  dispersion,  by  Gen.  Halieck,  of  our  great  western 
army  after  the  siege  of  Corinth.  An  army  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-three  thousand  well-equipped  soldiers,  capable  in  a  body 
of  marching  anywhere  in  Rebeldom,  was  scattered  to  the  four 
points  of  the  compass.  Gen.  Halieck  went  to  Washington  as 
commander-in-chief,  and  left  Gen.  Grant  with  less  than  forty 
thousand  men  to  defend  western  Tennessee,  northern  Mississippi, 
two  hundred  miles  of  railroad,  and  the  rear  of  Bueirs  army. 
€ten.  Grant's  line  thus  had  to  reach  from  Florence,  on  the  Ten- 
nessee, to  Memphis,  on  the  Mississippi.  His  army  fronted  to 
the  southwest,  with  Sherman  holding  his  extreme  right  at  Mem- 
phis, and  Rosecrans  his  left  near  Corinth  and  the  Tennessee.  It 
was  a  front  line,  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  long  to  guard,  besides 
a  supply  line  to  keep  open  clear  north  to  Cairo. 

In  front  of  Grant's  lines,  at  Tupelo  and  Holly  Springs,  and 
not  fifty  miles  away,  lay  the  rebel  armies  of  Price  and  Van 
Dom,  prepared  to  pounce  upon  detached  portions  of  Grant's 
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urmy  and  destroy  them,  or  flank  him  and  get  north.  It  was  a 
g;loomy  period  for  the  country.  Many  loyal  people,  in  the 
time  before  that  battle  of  September,  1862,  believed  the  Union 
to  be  lost.  Only  the  faith  of  the  patient  President  remained 
supreme,  fie  saw  Gtod^s  hand  helping  where  the  courage  of 
men  faltered. 

To  have  crushed  Gh*ant*8  lines  at  that  time  would  have 
brought  about  a  disgraceful  ending  of  the  war.  The  rebel 
leaders  saw  their  opportunity,  and  Price  and  Van  Dom  moved 
out  their  columns  for  the  attack.  Price  moved  up  to  Grants 
left  flank  at  luka,  hoping  to  crush  him  there,  and  then  follow 
bim  and  Buell  north,  or  else  hurry  back  to  Bienad,  join  Van 
Dom^s  column  there,  and  make  a  combined  attack  on  Corinth. 

Documents  show  that  Price  was  not  quite  determined  as  to 
what  he  should  do  on  September  18th,  the  day  he  drove  the 
little  union  garrison  out  of  luka. 

Grant  and  Rosecrans  had  been  watching  him  closer  than  he 
knew,  and  his  every  movement  was  reported  immediately  l^ 
energetic  union  scouts.  In  marching  into  luka  with  a  river 
east  of  him,  and  union  columns  west  and  north  of  him,  he  did 
not  realize  the  sort  of  a  net  he  was  entering.  In  fact.  Gen. 
Price  did  not  even  know  of  the  position  of  the  union  forces. 
Rosecrans  and  Grant  saw  the  position  Price  was  in,  and  marched 
with  a  view  to  capturing  his  army. 

Some  unexpected  delay  of  Roeecrans^s  division,  and  an  unlucky 
wind  that  prevented  Grant  hearing  the  signal  guns  of  Rose- 
crans, interfered  with  a  well  laid  plan.  Price  ought  to  have 
been  captured. 

Gtant,  whose  headquarters  were  at  Jackson,  pushed  a  column 
of  8,000  men  under  Ord  out  in  front  of  the  little  village  of 
Burnsville,  seven  miles  northwest  of  luka,  with  orders  to 
attack  Price  the  moment  he  should  hear  the  guns  of  Rose- 
crans, who  was  marching  from  Jacinto  to  attack  the  Rebels 
from  the  west  and  south.  Grant  accompanied  Ord^s  column  in 
person,  making  his  headquarters  at  Burnsville.  Ord  was  in  posi- 
tion on  the  18th,  between  Burnsville  and  luka,  ready  to  attack 
at  daybreak  of  the  19th.    Unexpectedly  on  that  day  a  courier 
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from  Rosecrans  brought  news  of  some  delay  occurring  to  one  of 
his  divisions.  lie  could  not  be  up  to  attack  on  the  west  before 
2  p.  M.  of  the  morrow.  So  Orant,  who  was  near  Ord^s  column, 
ordered  his  troops  to  bivouac  and  wait. 

From  early  daylight  of  the  19th,  Rosecrans^s  forces  marched 
for  luka,  and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  suddenly  ran  into  the 
enemy ^s  pickets  a  few  miles  out  of  town.  The  Fifth  Iowa 
infantry  was  in  advance.  In  five  minutes,  skirmish  lines 
were  formed,  and  the  men  of  Iowa  were  forcing  back  the  rebel 
veterans  of  Louisiana,  Texas  and  Mississippi  Five  Iowa  regi- 
ments, the  Fifth,  Tenth,  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  infantry, 
and  Second  cavalry,  took  part  in  the  battle  that  raged  till  dark 
of  that  afternoon. 

It  was  one  of  the  battles  that  made  Iowa  famous  in  the  annals 
of  the  war. 

Rosecrans^s  force  consisted  of  Hamilton's  and  Stanley^s  divis- 
ions, with  some  cavalry  of  the  Second  Iowa,  Third  Michigan 
and  Seventh  Kansas.  Hamilton  was  in  the  front  at  noon,  and 
remained  in  the  front  through  the  battle.  Unfortunately,  a 
dense  wood,  with  swamps,  and  without  a  road  of  any  kind,  lay 
between  the  forces  of  Rosecrans  and  Orant,  making  any  com- 
munication whatever  impossible,  except  by  a  circuitous  route  of 
some  twenty  miles,  ridden  by  couriers.  In  fact,  a  column  would 
have  had  to  march  back  nearly  to  Jacinto,  to  reach  Orant  from 
Rosecrans,  or  Rosecrans  from  Orant.  This  was  one  of  the  fatal- 
ities of  the  position,  not  made  use  of,  either,  by  the  rebel  com- 
mander. His  army  lay  in  front  of  Ord^s  column,  north  of  the 
town.  Had  he  been  aware  of  the  real  situation,  he  might  have 
overwhelmed  Ord,  and  by  a  quick  move  hurried  south  of  the 
town,  and  destroyed  Rosecrans.  He  had  double  the  troops  of 
either  of  them. 

Learning  of  Rosecrans's  approach  up  the  Bay  Springs  road, 
he  simply  divided  his  force  in  front  of  Ord,  and  sent  half  of 
it  to  attack  the  new  enemy.  Then  was  Ord's  chance,  alike 
unseen  by  him  or  Grant.  Of  course,  Grant,  with  Ord,  was 
waiting  to  hear  the  sound  of  Rosecrans's  cannon.  That  sound 
never  reached  him.     An  unlucky  wind  kept  him  and  Ord  and  his 
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whole  army  resting  in  complete  ignorance  of  a  seyere  battle 
raging  within  a  dozen  miles  of  them— a  battle  in  which  their 
comrades  were  being  slanghtered  for  want  of  help  so  near— a 
battle  where  was  wasted  one  of  the  opportunities  of  the  war. 

Slowly  the  rebel  skirmish  line  in  front  of  Bosecrans  was 
driven  back  and  back  that  afternoon.  The  first  Federal  killed 
was  a  brilliant  young  officer  of  Hamilton's  staff.  The  deployed 
line  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  kept  on  its  march  through  the  woods  for 
miles,  still  skirmishing.  Here  and  there  a  wounded  man  fell  to 
the  rear,  and  here  and  there  lay  the  body  of  some  dead  Rebel, 

lose  blood  added  crimson  to  the  beautiful  autumn  leayes.  The 
woods  and  the  day  seemed  too  beautiful  for  war. 

By  half  past  four  o'clock  our  troops,  marching  in  column, 
close  behind  the  advancing  skirmishers,  came  to  a  little  country 
church  at  the  forks  of  the  road,  and  here  halted  a  little  as  if  to 
listen,  and  for  breath.  We  were  only  two  miles  from  Inka. 
Bosecrans  rode  up  to  the  front,  put  his  hand  to  his  ear  and 
listened,  hoping  for  the  sound  of  battle  to  the  north  of  town. 
No  signs  of  Ord  were  noticeable.  Again  our  little  line  moved 
quietly  forward,  and  in  a  few  minutes  we  were  greeted  with  a 
blast  of  musketry.  Instantly  the  Fifth  Iowa  was  thrown  across 
the  road  in  line  of  battle,  and  a  battery,  the  Eleventh  Ohio, 
was  placed  in  position  on  its  left.  After  all,  the  enemy,  not  we, 
were  making  the  attack.  In  five  minutes,  one  of  his  batteries 
was  hurling  grape  and  canister  through  the  trees  above  our 
heads.  ^^They  are  flanking  you  on  the  right,''  cried  an  excited 
officer,  running  back  from  the  skirmish  line  to  Col.  Matthies  of 
the  Fifth. 

^^  Veil,  I  sees  about  dat,"  said  our  good  and  brave  old  German 
colonel,  ^^  I  sees."  A  glance  over  the  ground,  and  our  regi- 
ment is  wheeled  and  faced  nearly  to  the  north.  To  the  left  of 
the  Ohio  battery,  which  unlimbered  at  the  roadside  by  us,  and 
which  we  proposed  protecting,  stood  in  line  the  Forty-eighth 
Indiana  infantry,  and  to  the  left  of  it,  the  Fourth  Minnesota. 
On  the  right  of  all  was  our  own  Fifth  Iowa.  This  was  our  line 
of  battle.  Not  one  of  us  had  ever  been  in  real  conflict  before. 
We  fixed  our  sword-bayonets  on  our  good  Whitney  rifles,  and 
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knelt  down  in  line  to  await  the  coming  foe.  The  woods  and  the 
hill  sloping  down  from  oar  front  almost  hid  us  from  view. 
Shortly,  we  knew  the  moment  of  fierce  trial  was  at  hand,  finr 
we  heard  the  lines  of  the  enemy  advancing  toward  us.  We 
heard  the  commands  of  their  officers,  ''Steady,  hoys,  steady! 
Back  in  the  center;  steady;  slow!^*  Those  were  awful  moments, 
waiting  that  advance.  Nearer  they  came;  we  hear  their  very 
tramp — and  then,  there  rings  out  on  the  air,  so  that  even  they 
hear  it,  the  voice  of  our  own  commander,  ''Attention,  battalion  T^ 
We  spring  to  our  feet  and  grasp  our  rifles.  " Ready,  aim,  fire!" 
and  a  sheet  of  deadly  flame  flashes  to  the  faces  of  the  foe,  not 
fifty  steps  away.    Instantly  they  reply,  and  the  battle  is  begun. 

From  left  to  right,  and  right  to  left,  goes  the  crash  of  musketry 
along  our  lines.  In  a  minute,  every  man  is  conducting  war  on 
his  own  method,  by  loading  and  firing  as  fast  as  he  can.  No  or- 
ders can  be  heard — none  are  given.  It  is  simply  fire  and  load, 
load  and  fire,  and  never  yield  your  ground. 

We  have  in  mind  the  men  of  Wilson's  Creek.  We'll  be  as 
brave  as  they.  We  think  of  Iowa.  She  shall  not  be  dishon- 
ored; rather  every  man  in  luka  die  than  that.  What  if  we  are 
outnumbered?  It  is  death  to  them  to  hurry  on  these  swords  of 
ours.  These  Whitney  rifles  carry  the  messages  of  fate  to  all  in 
front.  The  Rebels  find  that  out — the  Tezans,  the  Louisianians,  the 
Mississippians,  veterans  of  bloody  flelds,  find  that  out,  and  falter 
in  the  blast— falter,  but  only  to  catch  new  courage,  and  charge 
again.  Our  own  men  are  falling  all  about  us.  Our  mess-mates,  our 
bunk-mates  of  the  morning,  dead  and  torn  and  bleeding,  drop  un- 
heeded beside  us.  There  is  no  time  for  heeding.  Their  blood 
crimsons  the  grass  and  the  leaves  as  they  lie  there,  but  their 
groans  are  unheard  in  the  crash  of  the  guns.  Poor  Shelly  of 
Jasper  fell  first,  and  then  another  and  another,  till  their  falling 
is  not  noticed.  We  only  close  up,  touch  elbows,  and  with  grim 
faces  fire  and  fire  until  we  too  shall  drop  in  the  leaves  and  blood 
of  that  afternoon.  There  is  no  one  to  carry  us  to  the  rear. 
Burning  heads  and  crushed  bones  must  only  wait.  No  man  can 
be  spared  for  helping  wounded  now.  Even  the  wounded  who 
can  stand  up  at  all,  stay  on  the  line  and  tear  cartridges  for  their 
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firing  comrades.  Every  man  seems  to  feel  that  the  &te  of  the 
battle  and  the  honor  of  Iowa  is  in  his  single  hands,  and  spite  of 
repeated  assaults  and  terrific  charges,  no  man  of  the  Fifth  lowm 
leaves  that  burning  line,  or  yields  one  foot  of  ground. 

^^  Don't  yield  that  ground!  Keep  your  position  at  eveiy  hn» 
ardr^  cries  a  staff  ofBcer  from  Rosecrans  to  our  good  colcmeL 
^^  Dat^s  just  vot  I  calculate  to  do/*  is  the  answer,  and  the  firing 
and  the  charging  and  the  deafening  roar  of  the  battle  go  on  tat 
an  hour  and  a  half.  And  what  an  hour  and  a  half!  with  the 
lines  thinning,  the  men  falling, the  cannon  crashing!  The  Blue 
and  the  Gray  never,  in  all  the  bloody  war,  had  a  contest  mote 
bitter,  where  lines  of  musketry  stood  up  within  fifty  yajrda  of 
each  other  and  poured  a  constant  flame  of  battle  in  each  other's 
faces.  Charge  is  met  by  counter-charge.  We  hear  a  ydL 
They  are  coming  on  us,  on  the  run! 

"Charge,  double-quick, charge!'*  cries  our  colonel. 

Down  go  our  bayonets — ^forward,  with  a  cheer,  and  we  drive 
the  Rebels  in  retreat.  It  is  only  for  a  moment.  Our  batteiy 
at  our  side  is  pouring  into  them  double  shots  of  canister. 

In  a  slight  depression,  hidden  at  the  front,  the  rebel  ranks  re- 
form, and  in  double  lines  charge  the  battery.  Still  it  vomits  its 
bags  of  shot  and  canister  into  the  coming  line.  On  they  come, 
spite  of  the  death-dealing  missiles.  Every  horse  and  almost  ev* 
ery  man  at  the  battery  is  shot  down,  as  the  enemy  swarms  over 
the  guns,  and  for  a  moment  captures  them. 

A  suddea  move  of  four  companies  of  the  Twenty-sixttf  Mis- 
souri, to  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Iowa,  and  right  behind  the  cap* 
tured  battery,  drives  the  Rebels  from  the  guns.  Their  charge, 
except  to  silence  the  guns,  has  been  in  vain.  They  have  man- 
aged to  carry  back  but  a  single  gun  with  them.  The  Tweniynsixth 
Missouri  has  saved  most  of  the  battery,  disabled  though  it  is,  and 
prevented  the  Rebels  from  cutting  our  line  in  two  and  getting 
in  behind  the  Fifth. 

While  this  charging  and  storming  is  going  on  at  the  right, 
a  terrific  assault  is  being  made  on  the  left  of  the  union  battery. 
The  assault,  a  terrible  one,  is  checked  for  a  moment  under  an 
awful  fire  from  the  Sixteenth  Iowa  and  Forty-eighth  Indiana; 
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bat  re-enforced,  the  Rebels  storm  on,  and  partially  succeed.  For 
a  short  distance  the  Forty-eighth  Indiana  and  its  support,  the 
Sixteenth  Iowa,  fall  back,  but  still  fight  on.  Col.  Chambers  of 
the  Sixteenth  is  badly  wounded,  and  some  70  of  the  regiment 
are  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 

"  In  the  storm  of  grape,  canister  and  musketry,  the  Sixteenth 
Iowa  stood  like  a  rock,^*  said  Rosecrans  in  his  report. 

Adjt.  Lawrence,  a  gallant  oflBcer,  was  killed.  Gapt.  Palmer 
and  Lieutenants  Alcorn,  Williams  and  Lucas,  were  all  wounded. 
Gapt.  Smith  of  Company  A,  and  Capt.  Fraser  of  Company  B, 
were  both  mentioned  for  special  gallantry.  The  colonel,  after 
his  severe  wound,  was  captured,  but  afterward  left  on  the  battle 
field.  The  Fourth  Minnesota  has  also  been  overwhelmed  and 
falls  back  a  little,  but  from  its  new  position  fights  on  bravely. 
The  situation  for  the  regiments  farthest  at  the  front,  is  a  des- 
perate one.  In  the  words  of  the  brigade  commander,  ^*  There 
was  no  alternative  but  for  the  battery,  the  Fifth  Iowa,  and  the 
four  companies  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Missouri,  to  fight  the  battle 
oat;  and  nobly  did  they  do  it.^*  Not  a  battery  in  all  the  war 
held  out  better  than  did  the  Eleventh  Ohio  under  Lieut.  Sears  at 
luka. 

Spite  of  the  re-enforcements  to  the  enemy,  and  spite  of  re- 
newed charges,  the  Fifth  Iowa  preserves  every  inch  of  its  battle 
line.  A  full  regiment  of  Alabamians  is  brought  fresh  on  the 
field  to  charge  the  position  of  the  Fifth,  but  is  hurled  back  as 
the  others  have  been.  A  hand  to  hand  encounter,  one  of  the 
few  of  the  war,  ensues.  A  big,  red-shirted  Alabamian  breaks 
through  our  ranks,  attempts  to  seize  the  colors  of  the  Fifth,  and 
is  bayoneted.  At  the  range  of  but  a  few  feet,  the  lines  fire  vol- 
leys in  each  other's  faces.  Then  the  Alabamians  fall  back  and 
continue  the  fire  from  the  little  ridge  in  front. 

So  the  regiment  fought  until  the  sun  went  down  and  dark- 
ness settled  on  the  battle  field,  when,  with  ammunition  boxes 
empty,  and  half  its  numbers  killed  or  wounded,  it  was  replaced 
by  the  Eleventh  Missouri,  which  had  now  come  up  to  its  sui>- 
port,  and  which  fought  till  after  dark  with  the  greatest  valor,  on 
the  ground  the  Fifth  had  stood  on. 


4 


I 


156 


IOWA  nr  WAR  TDOB. 


Meanwhile,  across  the  road,  and  on  the  jfeft  of  our  lineii  ttit 
Rebels  are  also  charging-  Bat  the  Tenth  Iowa  in&nfay  muI 
the  Twelfth  Wisconsin  battery  happen  to  be  posted  at  riglift 
angles  to,  and  a  little  in  advance  of  our  line,  and  as  two  Miwii' 
sippi  regiments  charge  on  the  Foarth  Minnesota,  they  reoeifia  m 
raking  flank  fire  from  the  Tenth  Iowa  and  the  batteiy,  that 
stretches  40  of  them  on  the  field  In  almost  as  many  aeeondfr 
Oen.  Little,  their  commander,  has  just  been  killed,  and  the  IGa* 
sissippians  leave  the  field  in  disorder.  Night  has  closed  the  M^ 
tie,  and  Price's  army  prepares  to  bory  its  dead  and  retreat  befote 
daylight  of  the  morrow.  In  a  few  days  he  will  join  Van  Dora, 
and  the  two  march  on  Corinth,  to  meet  further  disaster. 

1 

All  that  night  the  union  surgeons,  among  whom  was  Sorgeoa 
F.  Lloyd,  of  Iowa  City,  later  medical  director  on  McPhenon^i 
staff,  with  their  assistants,  carrying  candles,  might  have  ben 
seen  attending  to  the  wounded  and  the  dying.  The  field  hos- 
pital and  the  yards  about  were  filled  with  these,  while  many  still 
lay  in  their  agony  where  they  fell  in  the  afternoon.  The  aor* 
row  of  the  tragedy  was  upon  the  scene. 

'^In  the  hush  of  that  night,"  writes  a  participant,  ^^aa  tibo 
prayers  of  mothers,  brothers,  sisters  and  fathers  were  going  op 
to  Heaven  from  far-away  homes,  for  the  dear  ones  who  had  gomid 
to  battle  for  their  country,  the  spirits  of  these  brave  ones  tor 
whom  they  prayed,  mingling  with  their  ascending  prayers,  took 
their  flight  from  friends  and  earthly  scenes  forever.  The  smoke 
of  the  battle  was  the  smoke  of  the  evening  sacrifice  ascending 
from  the  altar  of  our  country,  upon  which  our  dearest  friends 
were  the  williag  victims." 

The  burden  of  the  fight  had  been  borne  mostly  by  one 
small  brigade  of  2,800  men.  The  union  loss  was  144  kQled, 
598  wounded,  and  40  missing,  probably  dead.  The  Fifth 
Iowa  lost  the  most  of  any  regiment  engaged.  Two  hundred 
and  seventeen  of  the  482  engaged  were  killed  or  wounded,  among 
them  15  officers.  This  was  an  appalling  loss.  Lieutenants  Shawl 
and  Holcomb  were  both  killed,  while  Captains  Albaugh  and 
Brown,  with  Lieutenants  Patterson,  Casad,  Mateer,  Ellis,  Page, 
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Jarvis,  Lewis,  Pangborn,  Sample,    Huber   and    CoUon    were 
wounded;  Mateer,  mortally. 

The  rebel  loss  fell  little  less  than  1,700  in  killed,  wounded 
and  missinfif.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-five  of  his  dead  were  left 
in  the  Union  hands,  while  120  men  died  in  luka  after  his  retreat. 
Three  hundred  and  seventy-one  of,  his  wounded  were  also  left  in 
loka.  Three  hundred  and  sixty-one  prisoners  were  taken  from 
him,  and  Price  states  in  his  report  that  ^^  many  of  the  wounded 
were  safely  brought  away/^  They  had  fought  in  the  battle  in 
double  line,  thus  accounting  for  many  dead  or  wounded.  In 
one  spot,  covered  by  a  tarpaulin,  we  found  162  rebel  corpses 
laid  in  a  row  for  burial;  in  another  spot,  19. 

Our  own  dead  were  from  among  the  best  in  any  land — men  of 
intelligence  and  character,  rich  and  poor,  who  had  left  happy 
homes  to  die  in  defense  of  principle  and  country.  Many  towns 
and  counties  were  put  in  mourning  by  the  dreadful  list  of  killed. 

Of  the  782  union  men  lost  in  battle,  693  were  of  Hamilton's 
division— 608  of  these  in  Sanborn's  single  brigade.  Of  these,  217 
fell  in  the  Fifth  Iowa.  There  were  few  battles  where  so  many 
fell  in  proportion  to  the  number  engaged.  Many  of  the  veteran 
Rebels  have  since  pronounced  luka  the  hardest  fight  they  were 
in  during  the  war. 

"  It  was  the  hardest  fought  battle  I  have  ever  witnessed,"  wrote 
(Jen.  Price,  and  the  rebel  general  Maury,  pronounced  it  "  one  of 
the  fiercest  and  bloodiest  combats  of  the  war." 

The  battle  was  fought  along  the  road,"  writes  Gen.  Hamilton, 

by  the  Fifth  Iowa,  the  Twenty-Sixth  Missouri,  and  the  Eleventh 
Missouri  and  the  battery,  with  a  bravery  that  scarcely  permits 
parallel." 

That  night,  the  fame  and  the  glory  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  were 
made,  and  its  survivors  of  luka  kept  the  record  untarnished  in 
later  battles  of  the  war. 

Note — Rosecrans  won  a  Htar  tor  luka,  but  Gen.  Grant  reported  oflficially 
that  a  part  of  Hamilton's  division,  including  the  Iowa  regiments,  did  all  the 
fighting,  directed  wholly  by  Hamilton  in  person.  "  I  commend  Hamilton  to 
the  president,"  wrote  Gen.  Grant.  Rosecrans  had  twenty  regiments  and 
thirty  cannon  near  the  field,  and  yet  allowed  three  or  four  regiments  to  do 
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all  thfl  figbtiiifr,  and  left  open  tbe  only  single  nxd  by  which  Prioe  coald 
eacape.  Stan  were  eanlr  earned  ia  thoae  day*.  HamilloQ'B  men  won  a 
rictory  that  iaj  that  afterward  made  the  cBptan  of  TioUiurg  a  postiitrility. 
It  left  Qrant'i  band*  bee  to  act  in  Hianuippi,  and  Iowa  nJor  on  that  lQk& 
field  BBTed  a  national  diignce.  The  awfdl  liit  of  dead  and  wounded  showed 
thatlowamenheld  the  pott  of  danger  and  of  honor.  Owing  to  its  position, 
at wdlMita heroic  Sitting,  UieFfth  Iowa boreoff  the gteatcet  meed  of  honor 
from  loka,  hot  tbe  oQier  Iowa  r^timents  engaged  had  ahortly  the  oppor- 
tonity  to  win  as  great  honor  on  other  bloody  fields. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

THE  BATTLE  OP  CORINTH  AND  THE  HATCHIE. 

Oct.  3  and  4,  1862. 

At  a  little  after  midnight  of  October  2d,  1862,  there  was 
great  stir  a(  the  union  camp  in  Corinth. 

At  that  still  hour  of  the  night,  a  staff  officer  was  noticed  going 
from  brigade  to  brigade,  ordering  the  officers  to  ha^e  their  men 
''fall  in."  The  roll  was  scarcely  over  before  it  was  whispered 
about  that  a  rebel  army  40,000  strong  was  marching  on  the 
place,  and  that  daylight  would  find  the  forces  in  line  of  battle, 
[n  truth,  Gten.  Van  Dorn's  whole  army  was  at  that  very  moment 
rising  from  its*bivouac,  only  ten  miles  away,  to  come  and  assault 
the  position.  Tents  were  struck  in  the  union  camp,  haversacks 
and  cartridge  boxes  speedily  filled,  and  wagons  were  loaded  and 
packed,  with  the  sick  of  the  regiments  appointed  as  guards. 
The  surgeons  looked  into  their  medicine  chests  again;  the  hos- 
pital stewards  prepared  extra  supplies  of  bandages,  and  the 
drummers  and  fifers,  laying  their  drums  and  their  fifes  aside, 
were  told  off  as  litter  bearers.  Shortly,  in  the  magnificent  moon- 
light of  that  October  night,  regiments,  and  brigades  and  divis- 
ions were  marching  from  their  camps  at  the  south  of  the  town,  to 
new  positions,  out  past  the  village  to  the  north,  the  northeast,  and 
the  west.  Out  there  in  the  woods,  three  miles  from  the  town 
stretched  the  long  line  of  earth  defenses  built  by  Gen.  Beaure- 
gard, when  the  Rebels  held  Corinth  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh. 

Along  these  lines  Gen.  Rosecrans  now  placed  his  army  of 
23,000  men.  Behind  them,  and  close  to  the  town,  the  clay  on 
them  still  fresh,  frowned  th<»  redoubts  and  breastworks,  built  as 
an  inner  defense  by  the  soldiers  of  Rosecrans. 
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Marching  up  and  down  there  in  the  moonlight  were  not  lets 
than  thirteen  regiments  of  soldiers  from  Iowa.  They  formed  a 
strong  part  of  the  army  that  was  to  defend  Corinth  against  one 
of  the  most  desperate  assaults  ever  made  on  the  American  con- 
tiuent. 

Qen.  Bosecrans  scarcely  expected  to  hold  the  long  line  of  oat* 
side  earthworks  against  the  rebel  army.  They  were  built  on  too 
extensive  a  scale,  Beauregard  having  intended  them  for  an  anny 
of  a  hundred  thousand  men.  They  would  answer  Rosecranii  as 
foils,  however,  and  behind  them  and  masked  by  them,  he  coold 
prepare  for  the  real  defense. 

The  Columbus  railroad  entered  these  fortiScations  from  the 
north,  and  the  Memphis  railroad  came  in  from  the  west,  thoagh 
inclining  south  near  Corinth.  The  two  roads  formed  a  great 
triangle  out  there  in  the  woods,  and  in  this  triangle  the  mam 
part  of  the  rebel  army  was  to  concentrate  for  the  battle. 

Only  in  the  night  of  October  the  2d,  did  Bosecrans  learn  for  a 
certainty  that  the  rebel  army  was  marching  on  Corinth.  Scoat^ 
and  reconnoitering  parties  informed  him  two  days  before,  of 
large  masses  of  troops  in  motion.  They  were  coming  from  Bip- 
ley  north;  but  whether  to  attack  Corinth,  or  to  flank  the  place 
by  crossing  the  Memphis  railroad  west  of  it,  and  march  on  Boli- 
var, held  by  a  union  garrison,  could  not  be  known.  Van  Dom 
kept  his  movements  well  masked. 

Price^s  army,  after  its  defeat  at  Tuka,  united  with  Van  Dom  at 
Bipley,  thirty  miles  south  of  Corinth,  and  on  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember  broke  camp  and  marched  north.  "  No  army,"  says  Van 
Dorn,  "ever  marched  to  battle  with  prouder  steps,  more  hopeful 
countenances,  nor  with  more  courage  than  marched  the  army  of 
West  Tennessee  out  of  Bipley  on  the  morning  of  September  29th, 
on  its  way  to  Corinth."  The  greatest  importance  was  attached 
to  the  attempt  on  Corinth  by  the  Bebels.  Its  capture  would  re^ 
deem  West  Tennessee  from  the  Federals.  It  must  be  taken  at 
whatever  sacrifice.  "  The  attack  on  Corinth,"  says  Van  Dom, 
"  was  a  military  necessity." 

Earl  Van  Dorn  marched  his  army  quickly  and  straight  north, 
till  he  struck  the  Memphis  railroad  at  Pocahontas,  twenty  miles 
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west  and  north  of  Corinth — then  he  suddenly  turned  east,  and 
marched  for  Corinth  itself.  The  night  of  October  2d,  his  army 
slept  at  the  village  of  Chewalla,  ten  miles  away,  and  long  before 
daylight  of  the  3d,  he  was  approaching  the  outer  works  at  Cor- 
inth. Gen.  Sterling  Price,  whom  the  Iowa  soldiers  had  defeated 
at  Wilson's  Creek,  and  again  at  luka,  commanded  Van  Dorn^s 
left  wing,  while  Van  Dorn,  leading  the  right,  commanded  the 
whole. 

Gen.  Rosecrans's  troops  were  little  more  than  in  position, 
when  stiff  fighting  had  commenced  by  detachments  under  Col. 
Oliver  and  Gen.  McArthur,  far  out  on  the  left  and  toward  Che- 
walla. Nine  o'clock  found  Rosecrans^s  army  lying  in  a  semi- 
circle, reaching  from  the  west  around  north  and  northeast  of  the 
town,  with  C.  iS.  Hamilton's  division  on  the  right  across  the 
Pardy  road,  Davies's  division  in  the  center,  McEean's  division 
on  the  left  and  Stanley^s  division  back  in  reserve. 

All  of  these  divisions  except  Stanley's  included  Iowa  troops, 
and  even  that  had  with  it  the  Second  Iowa  battery  of  light  ar- 
tillery. The  Fifth  Iowa  infantry  was  in  Buford's  brigade  of 
Hamilton's  division.  The  Tenth  and  Seventeenth  were  in  Sul-^ 
livan's  brigade  of  the  same  division.  The  Second  and  Seventh 
Iowa  and  the  "  Union  brigade"*  were  in  Hackleman's  brigade  of 
Davies's  division, — while  Crocker's  whole  brigade,  comprising  the 
Eleventh,  Thirteenth,  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Iowa  regiments 
was  in  McKean^s  division  on  the  left.  The  Second  Iowa  cav- 
alry was  also  on  the  ground,  under  Maj.  Coon  and  Col.  Hatch, 
while  the  Third  Iowa  infantry,  under  Hurlbut  at  the  Hatchie, 
gallantly  fought  the  enemy  later  on  his  retreat.  There  were 
some  fifty  regiments  or  parts  of  regiments  in  the  battle  of  Cor- 
inth. Of  these,  thirteen  and  a  battery,  or  nearly  one-third,  were 
from  Iowa. 

Ten  o'clock  found  heavy  fighting  going  on  in  front  of  the  di- 
vision of  Davies,  near  the  Columbia  railroad,  where  the  Second 
and  Seventh  Iowa  and  the  *^  Union  brigade"  were  hotly  contest- 

•Th«  d«^t;ichinent  known  as  the**  Union  brigade'*  consisted  of  such  frajf- 
mentsof  the  Eif?hth,  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Iowa,  and  the  Fifty-eighth  llR- 
nois  retfiiuentj*.  as  had  not  beon  captured  at  Sbiloh.  They  fought  well 
at  Corinth,  and  lont  heavily  considering  the  number  eoflraiffed. 

I.  \V.  T.— 11 
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ing  the  field.    Jast  at  their  right,  were  fighting  the  Tenth  and  | 
Seventeenth  Iowa  in  Hamilton's  diviaion. 

It  was  a  hard  battle  day.    The  rays  of  an  almost  tropical  b 
poured  an  intease  heat  straight  down  on  the  nnprotected  head 
of  the  soldiers.     Scarcely  a  breath  of  air  moved.    The  thermoni 
eter  r^^tered  108  degrees  in  the  shade.     Water  was  scarce,  e 
almost  too  hot  to  drink  from  the  tin  canteens.    Added  to  e 
were  the  heat  and  the  smoke  of  tons  and  tons  of  burning  powder,il 
the   awfal   ezploeioos  of  massed  artillery,  the  heated  crash  ( 
musketry,  men  and  horses  crashed  and  bleeding  and  dying- 
mangled  human  beings  begging  for  a  drop  of  water,  and  no  oeki  1 
to  hear.     But  that  was  war,  and  this  was  a  battle! 

At  the  hour  mentioned,  the  whole  rebel  army  nu^  trying  tol 
drive  Rosecrans's  division  out  of  the  advanced  breastworks^l 
Many  of  the  Rebels  charging  on  these  works  knew  tfat^m  perfectly-.^^ 
They  had  helped  to  bnild  them — now,  they  would  take  them. 

The  Seventh  Iowa  had  been  out  feeling  for  the  euemy  in  t 
swamp  beyond  the  breastworks  in  front  of  Sullivim's  brigadaifl 
and  it  hud  scarcely  gott«n  back  in  line  when  soliii  culumns  c 
Rebels  came  charging  out  of  the  woods  and  on  to  the  breae 
works. 

The  principal  storm  of  the  moment  was  ^aii^t  Oglesl 
brigade  at  Rackleman's  left.    The  double-shotted  discharges 
grape  and  canister  from  the  artillery  and  the  bl^ts  of  un' 
musketry  never  checked  the  charging  columns.     On  they  cai 
and  with  a  yell  were  inside  the  works  in  front  of  Ogleaby.    1 
brigade  gave  way.     Sullivan's  line,  with  the  Iowa  men,  was  i 
stantly  flanked,  and  Davies's  whole  division  fell  back  half  a 
A  new  line  of  battle  was  scarcely  formed  when  again  it  v 
flanked,  and  again  the  divbion  retired  to  a  point  known  as  i 
"  White  House."    Here  the  Second  and  Seventh  lowu,  with  tha  J 
Union  brigade,  formed  the  center  and  left  of  Salliran's  brigade. 
In  thb  position  the  men  lay  down,  waiting  another  onslaughtri 
of  the  enemy. 

At  two  and  a  half  o'clock  the  shock  came.  In  front  of  4 
White  House  was  an  open  field,  and  into  this,  in  grand  style, 
columns  of  divisions,  the  Rebels  moved  in  solid  mass.     Fairly^ 
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in  the  field,  and  in  the  face  of  a  deadly  fire  of  artillery,  the  rebel 
columns  deployed  in  line  and  dashed  swiftly  forward  into  full 
range  of  the  union  musketry.  At  this  instant  the  federal  line 
rose,  and,  as  one  man,  poured  a  deadly  blast  into  their  faces. 
The  Rebels  reeled  and  fled,  but  only  to  renew  courage  and 
advance  again.  Again  they  reeled  and  were  followed  and  forced 
back  into  the  woods  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  In  this  charge 
of  our  men  fell  Col.  Baker,  gloriously  leading  the  Second  Iowa. 
"  I  die  content,''  he  cried:  "  I  have  seen  my  regiment  victoriously 
charging  the  enemy.*'  What  soldier  would  not  die  as  Baker 
died! 

But  the  field  was  not  won.  Re-enforced  with  fresh  troops, 
the  Rebels  returned  instantly  to  the  conflict.  The  Second  and 
the  Seventh  Iowa,  with  their  comrades  of  Illinois  in  the  same 
brigade,  fought  fiercely,  and  lost  many  officers  and  men.  The 
Union  brigade,  on  the  left,  gave  way — so,  too,  did  Mower's 
brigade  just  as' it  was  brought  up  to  the  rescue.  In  trying  to 
rally  them,  the  gallant  Gen.  Oglesby  %vas  shot  down  with  an 
almost  mortal  wound — and  Hackleman,  the  brave  and  loved 
commander  of  the  brigade,  laid  down  his  life.  ^^  I  am  dying  for 
my  country,"  were  his  last  words  on  the  battle  field.  "  If  we 
are  victorious,  send  my  remains  home;  if  not,  bury  me  on  the 
field."     Heroic  heart ! 

The  command  of  the  brigade  immediately  fell  to  Gten.  Sweeny. 
Shortly  the  order  came  to  fall  back,  and  the  division  retired  at 
five  in  the  evening  to  a  position  at  the  right  of  "  Fort  Robinett/' 
one  of  the  redoubts  to  become  famous  on  the  morrow.  Many 
brave  officers  and  men  of  Iowa,  in  the  division  of  Davies,  had 
&llen  during  the  day,  but  Corinth  was  still  ours. 

The  Tenth  and  the  Seventeenth  Iowa  in  Hamilton's  division 
just  to  the  right,  but  fronting  the  other  way,  had  been  only  lis- 
teners during  the  day  to  this  combat  of  their  comrades,  under 
Davies.  Toward  evening,  however,  when  Davies  was  driven 
back  so  far,  came  Hamilton's  opportunity.  The  Rebels  were 
now  past  his  left,  and  his  whole  division  commenced  a  grand 
wheel  on  its  center  fronting  the  line  west  instead  of  east  and 
directly  on  to  the  left  flank  of  the  rebel  columns.     Thick  brush 
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and  timber  made  the  movement  difficalt  and  hazardous.  Ham* 
ilton^s  right  brigade,  ander  Baf ord,  shot  off  at  a  tangent,  got  out 
of  place,  too  far  to  the  right,  and  the  movement  nearly  failed. 
Successf  al,  it  would  have  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  rebel 
left  wing  and  ended  the  battle  in  an  hour.  Even  as  it  wis,  it- 
checked  the  rebel  pursuit  to  the  town,  and  shortly  brooghfe  the 
battle  to  a  close  for  the  day.  Hamilton's  left  brigade,  in  tho' 
move,  threw  forward  the  Seventeenth  and  Tenth  Iowa  and 
attacked  the  Rebels,  doing  some  harm  and  capturing  a  lot  of 
prisoners;  but  lacking  support  from  their  right,  they  fell  back 
and  bivouacked  in  the  darkness. 

At  the  very  hour  that  day  that  the  Rebels  attacked  Davies  so 
hotly  in  the  center,  they  marched  against  McKean's  division  on 
the  left.  The  attack  was  equally  severe — the  result  much  the 
same  as  in  front  of  Davies;  the  union  forces  gallantly  fighting 
most  of  the  day,  but  falling  back  from  position  to  position.  In 
the  forenoon,  a  very  severe  conflict  took  place  at  the  front  of 
this  division,  at  the  point  where  the  Memphis  railroad  crosaea 
the  outer  fortifications.  Many  men  were  lost  on  both  sidei. 
Gen.  Mc Arthur  commanded  the  brigades  fighting  so  gallantly 
at  this  point. 

So  far,  no  Iowa  troops  had  been  engaged  at  the  left,  but  at  8 
p.  K.  the  Crocker  brigade  was  ordered  to  cover  another  move* 
ment  to  the  rear.  Col.  Crocker  commanded  the  brigade,  Lt.- 
Col.  Belknap  the  Fifteenth  Iowa,  Col.  Reid,  being  sick;  Lt.-CoL 
Sanders  the  Sixteenth,  Lt.-Col.  Hall  the  Eleventh,  and  LL- 
Col.  John  Shane  the  Thirteenth. 

Crocker  was  directed  to  attack  the  Rebels  and  drive  them  back, 
while  the  rest  of  our  line  should  retire.  ^^  He  executed  the  order 
in  fine  style/'  said  the  division  commander.  ^^  The  brigade  con- 
ducted itself  with  conspicuous  gallantry,  and  maneuvered  with 
all  the  coolness  and  precision  of  an  ordinary  drill.**  It  was 
fine  praise  for  gallant  regiments.  Belknap  and  Sanders  were 
especially  mentioned  in  the  report.  The  prompt  military  action 
of  the  brigade  enabled  the  new  line  to  be  formed  with  success, 
and  sundown  saw  the  whole  division  of  our  left  grouped  about 
the  breastworks  at  College  Hill  in  the  west  edge  of  the  town. 
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The  Rebels  had  not  pursued.  The  firing  had  ceased.  The 
battle  for  that  day  was  done,  and  Corinth  was  barely  oars.  The 
union  army  was  driven  into  the  inner  breastworks,  and  witti  the 
early  morning  they,  too,  would  be  assaulted. 

That  night,  the  two  armies  lay  under  arms  in  the  bright  moon- 
light within  six  hundred  yards  of  each  other.  The  Bebeb 
believed  Corinth  already  won.  In  the  town,  the  houses,  the 
hospitals  and  the  two  hotels  were  filled  with  the  union  woanded. 
Many  were  dying.  The  writer  will  not  forget  leavinji  the 
bivouac  in  the  moonlight  that  night,  to  soothe,  for  an  hour,  a 
friend  lying  in  the  little  Tishimingo  hotel  with  a  rebel  ballet  in 
his  breast — nor  the  horrible  scenes  by  the  dim  light  in  the  roonit 
where  the  surgeons^  knives  were  busy  cutting  away  the  arms  and 
legs  of  the  poor  victims  of  the  day — nor  the  groans  and  cries  of 
men  mangled  beyond  help  of  knife  or  medicine.  The  scene 
was  worse  than  the  battle,  and  it  was  a  relief  to  get  oat  into 
the  peaceful  moonlight  where  lay  other  thousands  only  waiting 
the  daybreak  to  rush  together  and  come  from  the  deadly  confliet 
mangled  and  torn  like  these. 

Tired  and  exhausted  as  the  army  was,  the  moon  shone  so 
brightly  that  the  men  l3ring  in  the  long  lines  of  the  bivouac 
could  scarcely  sleep.  Many  hearts  there  in  the  lines  turned  to 
northern  homes  that  night,  feeling  it  was  the  last  time  their  ' 
thoughts  could  ever  be  turned  to  them,  as  with  a  prayer  they 
bade  them  a  silent  farewell.  And  the  brave  soldiers  of  the  South, 
lying  there  in  lines  but  six  hundred  yards  away,  and  in  the  same 
peaceful  moonlight,  had  they  no  hearts,  no  homes,  mothers, 
fathers,  sweethearts,  wives  and  sisters,  toward  whom  they,  too, 
were  silently  wafting  prayers  and  farewells?  Ah !  cruel,  crael 
war! 

All  the  night  long  the  pickets  and  sentries  paced  their  beats. 
Not  a  shot  was  fired,  scarcely  a  loud  word  spoken,  but  in  the 
quiet  was  heard,  far  on  the  flanks,  the  rumbling  of  artillery 
wheels  and  the  tramp  of  regiments  getting  into  position  for  the 
morrow.  Rosecrans's  lines  had  all  been  drawn  in  to  correspond 
with  the  semi-circle  of  the  inner  forts.  Hamilton's  division  still 
held  the  right,  with  its  left  at  Fort  Powell.  Stanley  was  now  at  the 
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center,  holding  Forts  Williams  and  Robinett,  and  the  Memphis 
railroad.  McKean^s  division  was  at  the  left  about  College  Hill 
and  Davies's  men  were  between  Stanley's  and  Hamilton's  divisions. 
The  whole  battle  line  was  a  mile  long.  The  forts  were  rather 
strong,  protected  by  abatis.  They  were  well  armed  and  their 
defenders  were  brave  men  accustomed  to  battle.  The  Rebels 
were  not  less  brave — and  their  numbers  that  night  were  as  two 
to  one.    So  far,  they  had  been  victorious  at  Corinth. 

Van  Dorn  arranged  his  lines  to  assault  in   three  columns. 
Lovell  was  to  charge  in  on  Rosecrans's  left,  Maury  at  the  center, 
and  Hebert  on  Rosecrans's  right.    Hebert  was  to  attack  first 
and  give  the  signal  for  the  others,  while  artillery  in  abundance 
was  placed  to  fire  at  short  distance. 

Maury  was  to  charge  straight  into  Corinth  from  between  the 
two  railroads  where  so  much  of  the  rebel  army  was  now  massed 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Rosecrans  lay  down  for  an 
hour's  rest,  but  the  first  morning  twilight  brought  with  it  the 
boom  of  rebel  cannon  planted  in  the  night  close  to  the  union 
lines.  The  great  moon  went  down,  and  the  red  battle  sun  rose 
on  Corinth.  Hasty  and  last  breakfasts  were  snatched  from 
haversacks,  canteens  were  filled  with  water  and  the  union  lines 
fell  in;  but  there  was  a  halt.  The  rebel  commander  at  the  left 
was  sick — his  division  did  not  move  as  ordered  at  daylight,  and 
the  signal  was  not  given.  The  rebel  center,  however,  advanced 
and  became  engaged,  and  by  nine  the  whole  rebel  army  was 
moving,  and  the  battle  of  Corinth  was  again  in  progress. 

The  thundering  of  the  artillery  of  the  two  armies  was  terrific. 
In  the  smoke  about  the  redoubts  and  the  batteries,  the  white 
tongued  flames  could  be  seen  spitefully  darting,  while  the  sound 
of  many  metals  and  many  calibered  guns  drowning  the  crashes 
of  musketry,  seemed  for  moments  like  the  clanging  of  a  thou- 
sand great  bells.  Then  there  would  be  a  momentary  hush,  only 
to  be  followed  by  the  sudden  thunder  of  some  fierce  battery 
whose  guns,  fired  in  concert,  were  as  suddenly  answered  by 
others  fiercer  and  louder  still. 

In  the  midst  of  the  awful  cannonade,  the  rebel  columns  were 
massing  and  moving  to  the  charge.     The  first  shock  struck  the 
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division  of  Qen.  Davies  and  the  left  of  the  line  of  G^n.  Hamil- 
ton.   The  Rebela,  four  brigades  of  them,  had  come  in  solid  I 
columns  from  the  woods,  deploying  and  lengthening  their  line,  i 
as  with  bowed  heads  they  adranced  in  the  atonn  of  ballets.  I 
Most  of  Davies's  division  gave  way  in  conf  osion,  and  the  but-  ] 
teries  and  redoubts  they  were  sopporting  were  c^tured  by  the 
enemy.    Only  Sullivan's  brigade,  in  which  was  the  Tenth  Iowa, 
stood  its  ground  and  poonid  a  fierce  fire  into  the  assaolttng  col- 
umn.   The  union  line  retiring  for  two  or  three  hundred  yirib, 
the  contest  with  the  Rebels,  now  in  possession  of  the  redoabfi, 
was  continued  under  a  heavy  fire,  until  the  Seventeenth  lom 
and  other  regiments,  also  of  Sullivan's  brigade,  rose  from  vriien 
they  had  been  lying  in  line,  advanced,  and  with  a  charge  and  • 
yell  drove  the  Rebels  back.    It  was  in  this  charge  that  the  Ssr- 
enteenth   Iowa  captured  the  fiag  of  the  Fortieth  Missisnppi. 
Corporal  King,  of  Company  "G,"  captured  the  flag,  and  iti 
bearer. 

This  flag  was  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Iowa,  and  is  one  of  Qie 
proud  trophies  of  the  state.  The  Tenth  Iowa  received  for  iti 
gallantry  in  this  crisis  of  the  battle  the  honorable  mention  of 
the  commander  of  the  brigade,  as  did  the  Seventeenth. 

The  Fifth  Iowa,  the  heroes  of  luka,  also  fought  that  day  ia 
HamOton's  division,  but  farther  to  the  right  and  with  trifling 
loss.  Maj.  Banbury  of  the  Fifth  led  the  Seventeenth  in  iti 
splendid  charge. 

None  of  the  regiments  of  Davies's  division  fought  better  un^r 
the  fierce  assaulta  of  the  enemy  than  did  the  Second  and  Seventh 
lowg — the  latter  commanded  by  Col.  Elliott  W.  Rice,  and  the 
former  by  Lt.-Col.  Hills.  Both  regiments  stood  their  ground 
when  others  were  flying,  and  for  a  time  held  their  line  without 
support.  "  Brave  men  " — said  the  commander  of  the  brigade— 
"  I  could  not  bear  to  see  them  slaughtered,  and  so  ordered  them 
to  fall  back."  Even  then  they  rallied  again,  charged  the  enemy, 
and  the  victory,  on  their  part  of  the  line^was  won. 

In  this  charge  the  brave  Col.  Mills  of  the  Second  received  a 
wound  that  cost  bim  his  life.  A  nobler  man  Iowa  never  lost  in 
battle.    A  brave  soldier,  a  Christian  gentleman,  and  one  of  the 
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sincerest  patriots  that  ever  liyed,  his  loss  was  universally  lamentied 
in  his  command  and  among  the  thousands  who  loved  him  at 
home.* 

While  the  terrible  assault  was  going  on  in  front  of  the 
divisions  of  Davies  and  Hamilton,  the  union  center,  under  Stan- 
ley, was  repelling  a  still  fiercer  storm.  Some  of  the  rebel 
Maury^s  troops  in  the  first  onslaught  toward  the  right  had  not 
only  taken  Battery  Powell,  but  had  charged  into  the  town  itself- 
They  were  as  quickly  driven  out  by  the  left  of  Hamilton's 
division  and  put  in  retreat  with  terrible  loss.  Two  of  Maury^s 
regiments  stormed  straight  against  Battery  Brobinett,  where 
Stanley's  men  defended.  They  not  only  stormed  against  it — they 
gallantly  went  into  it,  when  a  desperate  hand  to  hand  conflict 
ensued  for  its  possession. 

Such  fighting  scarcely  took  place  elsewhere  during  the  war  as  was 
witnessed  inside  and  around  Battery  Bobinett.  The  rebel  Oten. 
Bogers,  his  flag  in  one  hand,  his  revolver  in  the  other,  leaped  the 
ditch  and  was  shot  dead,  calling  for  his  brave  men  to  follow. 
They  did  follow,  and  the  parapet,  the  ditch,  and  the  ground 
about  the  breastwork,  were  covered  with  their  slain.  Brave 
Ohio  troops  rose  up  from  behind  the  works  as  one  man,  and  with 
hot  volleys  and  piercing  bayonets  drove  the  Bebels  out  of  the  fort 
down  through  the  abatis,  trampling  their  own  dead  as  they  ran* 
pursued  by  the  crashing  cannon  balls  that  followed  them  into 
the  woods.  The  terrific  assaults  had  failed,  and  the  battle  of 
Corinth  was  won  to  the  union  armies. 

The  losses  of  the  Rebels  had  been  very  great,  numbering  not  less 
than  6,000  killed  and  wouuded,  and  over  2,000  prisoners.  They 
lost  besides  some  3,000  stand  of  arms,  2  cannon  and  14  battle 
flags. 

The  union  army  had  27  officers  and  328  enlisted  men  killed, 
1,841  officers  and  men  wounded,  324  missing. 

The  state  of  Iowa  lost  in  the  battle  of  Corinth  531  officers  and 
men,  mostly  killed  and  wounded.     Of  these  losses,  40  fell  to  the 

•Mrs.  Col.  Mills's  was  one  of  the  most  pathetic  cases  of  the  war.  Gen. 
Hackleman,  commandini^  the  bri^ado,  was  her  father,  and  the  messag-e  that 
Corinth  brought  to  her  was  tliat  her  father,  her  brother  and  her  husband  had 
fallen  in  the  battle. 
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Tenth  regiment,  to  the  Seventeenth  22,  to  the  Second  101,  to  the 
Seventh  122,  to  the  Eighth  37,  to  the  Twelfth  89,  to  the  Ftmr- 
teenth  14,  to  the  Eleventh  21,  to  the  Thirteenth  15,  to  the  Fif- 
teenth 86,  to  the  Sixteenth  27,  to  the  Second  battery  6,  and  1  to 
the  Second  cavalry. 

The  Second  Iowa  battery  commanded  by  Gapt.  N.  T.  3poor, 
with  Lieutenants  Walling  and  Reed  in  charge  of  sections,  did 
splendid  service,  firing  the  last  ball  of  ammunition  in  the  chetts. 
The  Second  cavalry  was  everywhere  about  Corinth  in  every  con- 
ceivable sort  of  service.  "  Hatch's  cavalry  is  the  eye  of  our  army,'' 
said  Rosecrans.  By  night  and  by  day  they  were  in  the  saddle. 
It  was  a  trusted  regiment,  with  energetic  officers  and  dashing 
men.  Once  they  had  been  brigaded  with  the  gallant  Sheridan* 
Perhaps  they  took  on  his  dash  and  his  vigor. 

Many  Iowa  officers  fell  at  Corinth.  Many,  for  heroic  action, 
received  honorable  mention  in  the  reports  of  commanders.  The 
Second  infantry  not  only  lost  Colonels  Baker  and  Mills;  Lieu- 
tenants Huntington,  Snowden,  Bing,  and  Neal,  were  also  left 
cold  in  death  on  the  battle  field.  Lieutenants  Parker,  Blake, 
Twombly  and  Suiter  and  Capt.  Howard  were  wounded.  So  too 
was  every  member  of  the  color  guard — Doolittle,  Norris,  Phillips, 
Seiberlich,  Wise  and  Stewart.  Col.  Weaver  complimented  in 
high  terms  Lieutenants  Parker,  Duffield,  Marsh,  Wilson,  Tisdale,  • 
Suter,  Hamill,  Hall,  Blake,  Duckworth,  Ballinger,  Twombly  and 
McCord;  and  Captains  Cowles,  McCuUough,  Mastic,  Howard, 
Ensign  and  Davis;  Surgeon  Pyle,  Sergt.  Campbell  and  Lieut. 
Lynde.  Capt.  Ensign  captured  a  battle  flag,  and  was  the  first  to 
reach  a  battery  captured  in  a  charge.  Adjt.  Oeo.  L.  Godfrey 
received  especial  praise  from  Col.  Weaver  for  gallantry.  Sergt. 
Lewis,  in  charge  of  his  company,  rendered  good  service,  as  did 
Sergt.  James  Terry. 

The  losses  in  the  Seventh  Iowa  were  severe.  The  men,  as 
ever,  had  fought  as  heroes.  Lt.-Col.  Parrott,  who  received  the 
highest  praise  from  his  commander  for  coolness  and  bravery, 
was  wounded.  So  too  were  sturdy,  gallant  Maj.  McMuUin,  Capt* 
C.  F.  Conn,  and  Lieutenants  B.  B.  Gale,  J.  B.  Morrison,  J.  B.  .  t 
Hope,  Frank  A.  Irvin  and  Geo.  J.  Bennett.    Capt.  Benton  K. 
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Smith,  a  gallant  and  noble  young  man,  was  killed  in  the  last  hour 
of  the  battle.  Many  of  the  officers  received  the  special  mention  of 
Col.  Rice.  Among  them  were  Captains  Hedges,  Mahon,  Irvin  and 
(leineger,  as  well  as  Lieutenants  Dillin,  Sergent,  Hope,  Lough- 
ridge,  Irwin,  McCormiek,  Bennett,  Bess,  Oale  and  Morrison.  Sergt. 
Maj.  Cameron  also  received  special  notice  for  bravery,  being 
wounded,  and  Color  Sergt.  Aleck  Field,  and  Akers  and  Craig  of 
the  color  guard.  All  of  the  color  guard,  with  a  single  excep- 
tion, were  either  killed  or  wounded.  The  competent  surgeon  of 
the  regiment,  Lake,  was  also  praised  in  the  report  of  the  battle 
for  having  nobly  done  his  duty,  helping  the  wounded,  with  his 
assistant,  day  and  night.  ^'  More  than  one-third  of  those  taken 
into  action, "  says  the  colonel  in  his  report, "  are  wounded,  or  lie 
dead  beneath  the  battle  field.''    A  noble  record! 

Among  the  wounded  in  the  "  Union  brigade,"  were  Capt.  A.  E. 
Webb,  and  Lieuts.  J.  R.  C.  Hunter  and  A.  L.  Palmer  of  the 
Twelfth  Iowa.  Lt.  Tichenor,  a  meritorious  officer  of  the  Eighth, 
was  killed.  Adjt  D.  B.  Henderson,  later  colonel  of  the  Forty-sixth 
Iowa,  was  distinguished  for  his  bravery  at  Corinth,  and  lost  a  leg 
in  the  battle. 

The  Tenth  Iowa  lost  no  officers  at  Corinth,  though  it  had 
fought  bravely.  Acting  Lt.-Col.  Holson,  Acting  Maj.  Jackson 
Orr,  and  Adjt.  Manning,  received  especial  mention  from  the  com- 
mander of  the  regiment,  Maj.  McCalla,  for  gallantry,  and  the 
men  of  the  regiment  were  much  praised. 

Lieutenants  Garrett  and  Morris  of  the  Seventeenth  Iowa  were 
wounded.  Lieut.  Hall  was  complimented  by  his  commander,  and 
the  whole  regiment  received  just  praise  from  Gen.  Rosecrans 
himself.  Maj.  Banbury  of  the  Fifth,  who  led  the  Seventeenth 
Iowa  in  the  battle,  was  highly  complimented. 

Crocker's  Iowa  brigade  lost  149  officers  and  men,  86  of 
whom  were  from  the  gallant  Fifteenth,  under  Lt.-Col.  Belknap. 
Of  11  killed  in  the  regiment,  3  were  officers — Lieutenants 
John  I).  Kinsman,  Wm.  Cathcart  and  RufusH.  Eldridge — gal- 
Itint  oflirers  and  i^ood  men.  Better  young  officers  were  not  in 
the  service.  Lt.-Col.  Belknap  mentioned  for  gallant  conduct 
the  names  of  ('aptains  Kittle,  Hanks,  Madison,  and  Seevers;also 
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Adjt.  Pomutz,  Lieatenants  Wilkins,  Whitenack,  Porter,  Bogera, 
Throckmorton,  "Miller  and  King.  Maj.  Cunningham,  woanded, 
received  especial  mention,  as  did  Corp.  Black,  who  was  woonded 
while  bravely  clinging  to  the  colors,  and  Color  Corporal  Wells, 
Surgeon  GKbbon,  Quartermaster  Higley  and  Sergeants  Brown 
(wounded)  and  Elliot,  were  likewise  mentioned  by  Lt.-Col.  Bel- 
knap. 

Lt.-Col.  Sanders,  of  the  Sixteenth  Iowa,  was  badly  wounded 
while  most  gallantly  leading  his  command,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Maj.  Parcell.  Color  Sergt.  Samuel  Duffin  was  honorably 
mentioned  for  great  gallantry  in  saving  the  flag,  as  were  Color 
Corporals  McElhany,  Eighnoy  and  Euhn.  One  lieutenant,  in 
striking  contrast  to  the  bravery  of  his  regiment,  was  seized 
with  a  panic,  deserted  his  company  and  ran  from  the  field. 

The  Eleventh  Iowa  did  its  duty  under  fire,  though  only  a  part 
of  the  regiment  was  actively  engaged.  Captains  Kennedy  and 
Walker,  with  their  companies  of  the  Thirteenth,  were  praised 
for  gallant  fighting.  Qen.  McEean  gaye  high  praise  to  Lt.-Col. 
Belknap  of  the  Fifteenth,  Lt.-Col.  Hall  and  Maj.  Abercrombie 
of  the  Eleventh,  the  latter  a  hero  of  the  Mexican  war,  and  of 
Wilson's  Creek;  to  Lt.-Col.  Shaw,  commanding  the  Thirteenth, 
Maj.  Van  Hasea,  of  the  same  regiment,  and  Col.  Ried,  of  the 
Fifteenth,  who  left  a  sick  bed  to  be  with  his  regiment.  He  also 
complimented  for  special  service  Capt.  W.  T.  Clark,  assistant 
adjutant  general,  Lieutenants  M.  A.  Higley  and  0.  S.  Hampton. 
The  Crocker  brigade  lost  146. 

Col.  Crocker,  commander  of  the  brigade,  spoke  in  the  highest 
praise  of  Lt.-Col.  Belknap,  always  brave  and  always  competent 
to  command.  Crocker  also  complimented  Col.  Sanders  in  high 
terms,  as  well  as  Majors  Cunningham  of  the  Fifteenth  and 
Purcell  of  the  Sixteenth  regiments,  for  gallantry  and  duty 
well  done.  Adjt.  James  Wilson  and  Lieut.  Lanstrum  received 
especial  mention. 

The  division  commander  reported  Crocker  himself  as  entitled 
to  the  highest  credit  for  skill  and  bravery,  and  for  the  splendid 
discipline  in  battle  of  the  Crocker  brigade.  The  battle  made 
Crocker  a  brigadier  general. 
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That  night,  among  the  dead  and  dying,  the  union  soldiers 
kept  watch  over  the  battle  field.  Early  on  the  5th  the  pursuit 
of  the  Rebels  commenced.  Owing  to  McKean^s  division  taking 
the  wrong  road,  and  overburdening  itself  with  trains,  delays 
occurred  that  were  fatal  to  perfect  success,  though  the  roads 
were  strewn  with  deserted  arms,  ammunition  wagons  and  guns 
of  the  flying  army. 

OteU'  Hurlbut  hurried  from  Bolivar  with  a  large  force  of 
troops  to  head  the  Rebels  off  at  the  crossing  of  the  Hatchie 
river.  A  seven  hours^  battle  was  fought  at  the  bridge.  The 
Rebels  were  driven  back,  but  by  quick  marching  escaped  over 
the  river  at  another  point.  It  was  the  old  story  of  our  war — 
somebody  had  blundered. 

With  a  victorious  army  on  its  heels — a  fresh  army,  and  a  deep 
river  at  its  front,  why  were  not  the  demoralized  and  flying 
Rebels  captured  or  destroyed?  As  it  was,  the  flerce  battle  at 
the  Hatchie  had  been  in  vain. 

Among  the  heroic  regiments  that  had  marched  from  Bolivar 
to  the  battle  at  the  river,  was  the  Third  Iowa — heroes  of  Blue 
Mills  and  Shiloh,  now  fighting  in  the  brigade  of  Gen.  Lauman, 
of  Iowa.  The  noble  regiment  with  its  ranks  thinned  down  to 
three  hundred  men  on  duty,  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Trumbull 
For  its  heroism  in  the  battle  it  received  the  warmest  praise  of 
brigade  and  division  commanders. 

Once  during  the  conflict  it  charged  across  the  Hatchie  bridge 
under  a  terrific  fire  from  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  bluffs.  Once 
it  was  led  just  over  the  river  into  a  small  crowded  space  swept 
by  the  fire  of  the  enemy — without  room  to  deploy,  or  opportu- 
nity to  defend  from  the  raking,  enfilading  fire  over,  around  and 
about.  Yet  the  heroes  bravely  held  their  ground,  and  suffered 
rather  than  retreat.  No  cavalry  charging  at  Balaklava  did  duty 
more  nobly,  knowing  that  some  one  had  blundered,  than  did  the 
Third  Iowa  at  the  Hatchie  river. 

Once  out  of  the  death-trap  and  deplovefl,  the  little  line  flanked 
the  bluffs  and  charging  the  enemy,  shared  in  the  victory.     Had 

Rosecrans's  pursuing  troops  been  properly  up  at  that  moment, 

the  rebel  army  would  have  been  lost. 


7* 
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In  the  charge  over  the  Hatchie  bridge,  many  were  shot  down; 
among  them,  one,  a  friend  of  the  writer,  the  memory  of  whom 
long  years  and  change  and  circumstance  and  death  have  not 
been  able  to  obliterate.  Noble,  chivalrous.  Christian  soldieTf 
falling  at  the  very  cannon^s  mouth  on  the  Hatchie  river !  * 

Like  other  thousands  of  the  subordinate  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  union  army  whose  names  the  trump  of  fame  may  never 
sound,  he  was  a  hero — bravely  dying  because  it  was  his  duty. 
Let  a  saved  country  cherish  the  memory  of  them  all  !^ 

The  Third  regiment  lost  in  a  few  minutes  60  killed  and 
wounded — including  more  than  half  the  commissioned  officers. 
Though  it  had  but  few  killed,  many  were  badly  wounded. 
Among  the  latter  were  Capt.  E.  J.  Weiser,  Gapt.  Eostman  of 
Company  C,  Lieutenants  D.  W.  Foote,  W.  B.  Hamill,  C.  L. 
Anderson  and  Simon  Gary.  Lieutenants  McMurtrie,  Burdick 
and  Cushman,  with  Sergt.-Maj.  Montague  and  Color  Bearer 
Edwards,  received  honorable  mention  from  the  regimental  comr 
mander,  as  did  also  Lieutenants  Scobey,  Garey,  Lakin  and  Aber- 
nethy. 

The  struggle  on  the  Hatchie  river  was  the  closing  scene  of  the 
battle  of  Corinth.  ^^The  history  of  this  war,"  said  Gen.  Ster- 
ling Price,  the  commander  of  the  rebel  left  wing,  ''contains  no 
bloodier  page,  perhaps,  than  that  which  will  record  this  fiercely 
contested  battle  of  Corinth." 

*Lieut.  Wm  .Dodd  was  kiUed  by  a  cannon  ball  striking  him  on  the  head 
just  as  the  reipment  i%as  chargins^  at  the  bridge. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

THANKSGIVING    DAT. 
1862. 

"Thank  God,  and  hurrah  for  Gen.  Burnside!"  wrote  the 
Governor  of  Iowa  to  Asst.  P.  M.  Genl.  John  A.  Kasson,  on 
November  12th,  1862.  Gen.  MeClellan  was  at  last  removed 
from  command  in  Virginia,  and  that  was  something  to  be  thank- 
f q1  for,  though  Burnside  himself  within  a  month  laid  down  his 
command,  after  signal  defeat  and  appalling  losses.  But  Gen. 
McGlellan  was  no  longer  to  lead  the  eastern  armies  to  defeat — 
and  this  the  North  and  the  state  of  Iowa  especially,  regfurded 
with  sincere  thanksgiving. 

The  splendid  victories  in  the  West,  of  Ft.  Henry,  Donelson, 
Pea  Ridge  and  Island  No.  10,  were  almost  overlooked  in  the 
presence  of  continued  disasters  in  Virginia.  It  seemed  that  all 
progress  made  with  the  war  in  the  West  was  to  be  overbalanced 
by  defeats  in  the  East.  No  wonder  that  in  the  West,  and  espe- 
cially among  western  soldiers  in  the  field,  the  feeling  against 
Geo.  B.  MeClellan  ran  high  and  bitter.  He  had,  in  their  opin- 
ion, been  guilty  of  delays — of  procrastinations  unbearable,  in 
the  face  of  an  enemy.  When  chided  by  the  President  for  his 
delays,  hi6  answers  had  been  insubordinate.  "  I  tell  you  plainly," 
he  dared  write  to  the  War  Department,  *'  if  I  save  this  army 
now,  I  owe  no  thanks  to  you,  nor  to  any  person  in  Washington. 
You  have  done  your  best  to  sacrifice  this  army." 

It  seemed  as  if  the  government  feared  the  man  who  was  lead- 
ing its  armies  to  disaster  in  the  East.  Private  citizens  saw  the 
rocks  ahead,  but  the  administration  seemed  paralyzed.  The 
soldiers  of  the  West  looked  on  in  astonisliment.     Why  was  such 

a  colossal  failure  left  in  command? 

(175) 
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"  There  is  an  impresnon  abroad  out  West,  Mr.  Preaidenfc,  thai 
70a  do  not  dare  to  remoTo  Qea.  McCl«llan."  This  wai  mid  to 
Mr.  Lincoln  by  Qot.  Eirkwood  of  Iowa,  at  the  time  of  tiw 
Altoona  meeting  of  goTemors.  "I  wonld  lemove  faim  to-mor- 
row, if  convinced  it  were  for  the  good  of  the  service,"  reapoodad 
the  President.  Mr.  Lincoln  wonld  not  act  on  mere  cImdof  lor  - 
the  removal  of  even  an  extremely  nnpopnlar  man.  He  wiahad 
sincerely  to  do  juatice.  Later,  he  too  saw,  and  was  convinced  of 
the  unStueea  of  McGlellan  to  command. 

It  was  an  October  midnight  of  1862,  that  McClellan  was  wik- 
ened  from  his  sleep,  and  by  the  light  of  the  dim  candle  in  bia 
tent  read  the  letter  from  the  President  ordering  him  to  tarn  fail 
command  over  to  Gen.  Burnside  and  to  report  himself  at  Tnai- 
ton,  New  Jersey.  He  was  virtnally  nnder  arrest.  That  mid- 
night  ended  Gen.  McGlellan^s  career  with  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  no  wonder  the  Governor  of  Iowa  thanked  God  and  that 
the  people  of  Iowa  were  glad.  Now  victory  at  both  ends  of  the 
line  was  hoped  for.  So  far  there  had  been  little  in  the  East  hot 
discouragements.  Great  battles  there  had  been — bat  small  vic- 
tories. In  the  West  with  leaders  like  Rosecraafi,*  Grant,  Pope 
'and  Curtis,  the  tide  flowed  steadily  to  victory  for  the  North. 

Political  feeling  was  changing.  Not  a  few  genuine  war 
democrats  began  to  realize,  as  Gol.  Crocker  had,  that,  after  all, 

*QoT.  EirkwcM)d  bad  great  confidence  in  tbeitar  of  Kosecrona.  Oo  Novem' 
ber  4tfa,  of  186^;,  he  wrote: 

General:  1  have  beard  so  macb  of  yon  from  the  Iowa  bojs  yon  led  ao 
bravely  and  bo  Bucueufnlly  at  luba  and  Coriiith,  and  from  my  old  friend 
Muj.  Uepbum,  1  acaicely  realize  that  we  are  ttranKCra,  and  that  it  is  aecei- 
gary  1  ehall  apologize  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  addressing  you.  PIea»e 
accept  tbe  fact  for  the  apolog;.  'rhe  eyea  of  the  people  of  ^wa,  General, 
are  upon  you.  and  their  bearta  are  with  ^ou.  Tbey  believe  and  tbey  i^ice 
in  the  belief  that  in  yon  they  have  an  active,  earnest  figbtinf;  Boldier.  They 
know  that  tbe  Balvation  of  the  conntry  depends  upon  havlnn  Bucbattbe 
head  of  our  armies.  Tbey  confidently  &nat  that  your  glorious  and  gallant 
deeds  at  luka  and  Corinth  will  be  equalled  {they  cannot  be  surpaued)  in 
your  new  comtrmnd,  and  that  your  euraple  will  stiniDJate  others  to  like 

Never  in  the  history  of  onr  people  have  they  so  prayed  for  the  "  coming' . 
man"aa  they  have  for  many  montliB  past,  and  now,  as  they  have  found  him. 
I  ardently  wiah  you  had  with  you,  to  shore  your  dangers  and  your  glory,  the 
Iowa  boys  who  have  just  left,  and  the  many  thouaaocu  more  as  good  oa  tbey, 
just  marching  to  the  field.  Your  obdt .  servant, 

SaMUBI.  J.  ElBKWOOD. 

Uaj.  Otn.  W.  S.  Sosterans,  Loaiitille,  Kentuekg. 
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slavery  was  fche  cause  of  the  war,  and  as  such  should  be  pat.for- 
ever  beyond  doing  harm.  It  was  the  words  and  the  encourage- 
ment of  brave,  true  conservatives  like  Crocker,*  not  less  than 
the  patriotism  of  his  own  party,  that  helped  sustain  the  hands  of 
the  governor.  The  time  was  rapidly  coming  when  he  could  torn 
for  help  to  every  man  in  the  state,  provided  that  man  were  loyal. 

In  Iowa,  the  fires  of  patriotism  still  burned,  if  not  quite  vnth 
the  zeal  of  the  Sumter  days,  yet  with  a  faith  and  a  fervor  that 
were  willing  to  bide  their  time.  The  leading  men  of  the  state 
labored  with  but  one  thought — the  upholding  of  the  hands  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  his  effort  to  save  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  Almost  every  public  act  related  in  some  way  to 
the  war.  Almost  every  individual  act,  if  of  a  patriot,  had  in  its 
bearings  something  to  do  with  the  welfare  of  the  soldiers  in  the 
field  qr  with  the  regiments  marching  to  quarters  in  the  state. 

Iowa  had  already  furnished  more  men — many  more,  than  its 
quota  for  the  new  regiments;  but  soldiers  were  called  for  to  fill  up 
the  old  regiments  now  depleted  by  battle.    On  this  call,  the  state 


♦Camp  of  the  13th  Regiment  Iowa  Vol's,  Jrffbrbon  Cnr. 

Dear  Governor:  I  have  received  your  *'  Inaugural  '*  and  while  I  may  not 
from  my  standpoint  alto^ther  agree  with  you  in  regard  to  the  causes  imme- 
diatdjT  produciogr  this  war,  I  certainly  do  tLgree  with  you  fully  in  respect  to 
the  objects  to  be  attained  and  the  manner  of  conductini;  it. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  restoration  of  the  Union  as  it  has  existed  since 
1854,  is  at  all  desirable.  And  unless  the  slavery  Question  can  be  "forever 
placed  at  re^tt  '*  so  that  it  cannot  be  the  subject  of  lei^islation,  or  the  theme 
ror  speech  making  in  the  national  confinress  we  had  better  have  no  Union. 
Men  who  claim  to  l>e  conservative,  talk  about  the  easy  restoration  of  the 

government  as  it  was  before  the  revolt  of  the  South.  And  I  suppose  bv  that 
ey  mean  that  all  the  parties  shall  lay  down  their  arms,  and  that  tne  old 
conffress,  composed  of  Jeff.  Davi8,  Toombs,  Slidell,  Beqjamin,  Wi|^fall  &  Co^ 
thaU  resume  tne  discussion  of  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  and  the  ng^ht  of  the 
South  to  carry  their  slaves  into  the  territories.  If  such  a  peace  was  possi- 
ble I  do  not  regard  it  at  all  desirable.  Such  a  peace  could  not  bepermanent, 
and  the  scenes  of  the  present  crisis  would  soon  be  re-enacted.  Tlie  govern- 
ment must  adopt  some  policy  in  conducting  this  war  that  will  accomplish 
the  end  of  placing  the  slavery  question  where  there  can  be  no  apprehension 
felt  about  it,  ho  that  it  may  be  emphatically  a  domestic  and  not  a  national 
institution.     Anj-thing  short  of  this  will  be  a  failure. 

The  regiment  is  now  in  fine  condition;  the  boys  have  about  recovered  from 
the  measle*^  and  mumps,  and  consider  themselves  ready  for  service.  We  do 
not  wish  the  people  of  Iowa  to  understand  or  believe  that  we  are  at  all 
uncomfortiible  or  unhappy.  Certainly  we  are  not.  If  they  will  visit  our 
camp  of  an  evening  they  will  find  as  jolly  a  crowd  as  they  ever  visited  and 
will  be  astonished  at  the  immense  amount  of  music  and  fun.        ♦        •        • 

Your  friend, 

M.  M.  Ckocker. 
I.  W.  T.— 12 
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was  behind,  owing  to  the  anpatriotic  action. of  certain  conaties 
and  precinct§  in  not  having  furnished  their  proper  unmber.  In 
these  laggard  districts,  nmnrtnen  were  staying  at  home  reaping  Uw 
advantages  that  came  of  inflated  values  and  new  competition — 
their  loyal  competitors  being  mostly  at  the  front  with  gona  iHt 
their  shoulderB.  Some  of  these  laggards,  too,  were  disloyaL  It  . 
scarcely  requires  saying  to  recall  that  the  precincts  so  backwird 
in  volunteering  were  usually  politically  democratic.  It  was  an  niH 
pleasant  comment  on  democratic  loyalty  that  so  few  proportion^ 
ately  of  the  party  were  in  the  army  from  the  state  of  Iow&* 

At  an  election  held  in  November,  1863,  the  Iowa  soldien 
Toting  in  the  army,  cast  14,874  ballots  on  the  republican  ticket, 
and  only  4,115  on  the  democratic  ticket.  At  the  election  a  year 
later,  16,791  republican  soldiers  voted,  to  2,904  democratic.  Tba 
figures  are  startling  and  speak  for  themselves. 

Qov.  Eirkwood  determined  to  compel  such  districts  to  fnmiah 
their  quota  of  men  by  volnnteering,  or  else  enforce  the  draft  Uw 
by  the  first  day  of  the  new  year.  It  was  not  fair  that  the  pat- 
riotic should  bear  all  the  staters  hardens  of  the  war.  and  the 
disloyal  reap  all  its  advantages. 

"  The  matter  now  rests  with  your  own  people,"  wrote  Vba 
governor  to  thedilatoiy  districts,  Nov.  19, 1862.  "  All  and  every 
means  have  been  exhausted  to  avert  conscription." 

For  the  sake  of  the  state's  honor,  the  governor  hoped  that  all 

'Haquoketa,  Angnat  7, 1881. 
Hoif.  S.  J.  KmxvooD: 

Dear  Sir:  •  •  •  Darioir  mj  whole  political  life  I  liave  never  befon 
■WW  felt  like  being  didieart«ned  in  the  cause.  I  have  just  retained  fiom 
Dubuque  and  LioD  couatiea.  The  people  are  excited  to  the  hiffbeet  pitch  on 
the  war,  and  ea1]stin<^tA  bjicoresare  being  made  every  day.  Bya  careful  ex- 
■minatioD  of  the  roll  compared  with  the  poll  book,  ae  for  a>  we  could  do  it, 
we  find  nineli/  prr  ctnt  republican.  And  if  Uiesa  regiments  leave  the  state 
before  our  electioa.  I  have  re^ra  that  the  legislature  will  be  democratic. 
Already  tbe  dem'x:rat«  are  boaating  that  the  repablicao*  are  leaving  the 
Setd  0|>en  for  them,  and  should  they  be  to  fortunate  as  to  Ket  a  minority  in 
the  next  It'gislftture.  1  fear  we  cannot  gain  the  pwitioa  we  now  occupy  for 
twplve  years.  They  will  have  the  next  senator,  and  what  will  be  still  worse  thej 
will  squ^niler  the  appropriation  made  by  our  laat  legislature  *  *  and 
the  republicaDH  will  bavo  to  bear  all  of  the  respoiisibilily  of  issuing  the  bonds, 
lam  stiU  of  the  opinion  tbat  if  wecankeep  thoiie  regiments  at  home  till  after 
election,  and  Mr.  Hurlun  and  Grimes  will  take  the  stump,  all  i*  right;bot)f 
Otherwiso,  we  must  depend  on  the  south  part  of  the  state  to  gain  the  vtctoty. 
Yours  tiiilf , 

JOSKPH  P.  Eatok. 


Btiea     ^^M 
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quotas  would  be  filled  by  volunteering — but  7,000  men  were  still 
wanting  for  the  old  regiments.  The  various  calls  on  the  state 
up  to  this  date  made  a  total  of  49,405  men.  By  an  earnest  effort 
in  the  districts  that  were  backward,  the  7,000  volunteers  were 
partly  raised.  It  transpired,  too,  as  has  been  said,  that  the  state 
had  been  ahead  on  its  former  quota  of  troops;  hence  Iowa  was, 
for  the  the  time  at  least,  excused  from  the  draft.* 
^  It  was  probably  fortunate  that  it  was  so,  for  by  this  time  the 
disloyal  of  the  state  were  thoroughly  organized  into  associations 
known  as  ''  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,'^  as  well  as  into  other 
bands.  Their  purpose  was  to  oppose  the  war,  to  resist  the 
draft,  to  encourage  desertion,  and  to  prevent  volunteering. 
They  rapidly  became  secret  assassins  and  were  despised,  hated, 
and  feared.  There  was  nothing  fair  or  honorable  in  their  pur- 
poses, their  methods,  or  their  history,  and  they  did  great  harm 
by  their  secret  and  venomous  ways  of  discouraging  the  war. 
Not  a  single  noble  impulse  stirred  among  them,  nor  a  loyal 
heart-throb.  They  were  not  only  traitors  to  their  country  and 
to  their  neighbors — they  were  destroyers  of  order — and,  when 
opportunitj-  offered,  were  murderers.  That  they  acted  in  secret, 
made  them  ten  times  more  dangerous. 

Though  the  state  had  furnished  more  men  than  were  required 
up  to  1863,  technically  she  was  a  little  behind  and  a  draft  was 
still  possible.  This,  the  disloyal  element  secretly  resolved  to 
prevent,  and  armed  for  the  purpose.  Its  designs  were  well 
known  by  the  governor,  through  the  department  of  H.  M. 
Hoxie,  the  efficient  provost  marshal  of  the  state,  by  whose  zeal 
and  patriotism,  more  than  by  that  of  any  other  man^s,  the  base 
designs  of  these  secret  assassins  were  frustrated.  He  was  as  hon- 
orable as  zealous,  and  as  able  as  patriotic.  By  him  and  his  agents, 
every  move  of  the  secret  conclave  of  state  scoundrels  was 
watched  and  usually  check-mated.  Spite  of  it  all,  a  feverish 
dangerous  excitement  was  kept  up.  The  compromising  letters 
of  the  "Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle"  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
executive.  The  names  and  deeds  of  many  of  its  members  were 
matters  of  record,  and  the  affidavits  as  to  their  baseness  are  still 

*At  a  later  date. 
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in  the  state's  arcluTes.    A  fall  knowledge  of  their  intentimis  i 
not  make  them  less  dangerous  to  good  order  and  peace. 

^'  If  a  draft  is  to  be  ordered  in  this  state,"  wrote  the  gOTenuv 
to  the  authoritiea, "  there  should,  as  a  precantioo,  be  arms  in  the 
hands  of  all  loyal  men."  The  governor  not  only  asked  for  arms, 
he  demanded  regiments — so  great  in  his  opinion  was  the  peril  to 
which  Iowa  was  snlqected  by  these  treasoaable  assasaina,  while 
her  loyal  soldiers  were  absent,  fighting  for  their  country.  Many  of 
these  "  Knights"  were  the  paid  agents  of  the  Rebels  in  the  South. 
Many  were  simply  desperadoes  seeking  adventore.  Hany  were 
broken  down  political  aspirants  who  were  no  longer  trotted  bjr 
their  neighbors,  and  many  were  the  ignorant  senm  of  the  dem- 
ocratic party,  miffled  into  wrong  doing.  But  all  were  Democrats. 
There  was  not  aRepublican  among  them. 

Gov.  Eirkwood  not  only  demanded  arms  and  permiaaion  to 
organize  special  regiments  to  meet  these  miscreants  in  cose  o£ 
resistance  and  collision;  he  begged  that  the  United  States  lawa 
might  be  enforced  in  Iowa — that  men  should  be  arrested  for 
treasonable  conduct  and,  if  guilty,  quickly  and  sererely  punished. 
He  protested  vigorously  against  the  arbitrary  arrest  of  men,  if 
unly  to  be  followed  by  sadden  dismissal  without  conviction  or 
trial.  Such  indecision  had  been  common,  as  in  the  case  of 
Mahoney.  But  protests  by  the  governor  never  thoroughly 
awakened  the  government  at  Washington  into  a  fnll  knowledge 
that  bands  of  traitors  hung  like  a  pest  over  some  of  the  counties 
of  loyal  Iowa.  The  people  of  Iowa  in  general  were  so  devoted, 
so  patriotic,  so  loyal,  it  seemed  impossible. 

Not  the  strong,  prompt  hand  of  the  government  at  last  made 
Iowa  traitors  hide  away  in  fear  and  shame — but  the  victories  of 
her  soldiers  in  the  field.  In  the  roar  of  the  victorious  guns  of 
Vicksburg  and  Gettysburg  that  coming  summer,  the  Iowa  traiU 
ors  began  to  look  for  a  day  of  reckoning. 

That  Thanksgiving  day  of  1862,  saw  forty  Iowa  regiments  of 
infantry  either  in  the  field  or  preparing  to  march.  There  were 
besides,  five  regiments  of  cavaliy  and  three  batteries  of  artillery. 
For  all  this  the  state  gave  thanks,  for  better  soldiers  never 
marched  to  the  sound  of  drum  and  bngle. 
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As  in  the  year  before,  all  the  loyal  men  in  the  state  were 
bending  their  energies  to  the  aid  of  the  soldiers  at  the  front  or 
their  families  left  at  home.  Counties,  towns,  townships  and 
villages  levied  taxes  to  raise  funds  for  bounties  and  aid.  Socie- 
ties for  the  relief  of  soldiers^  families  existed  everywhere  in  the 
state.  Private  men  and  women  strained  every  nerve  and  econo- 
mized in  every  direction,  to  help  the  soldiers.  Many  a  soldier^s 
widow's  flour-barrel  was  filled  by  invisible  hands.  Many  an 
soldier's  orphan's  feet  were  clad,  and  no  one  knew  by  whom. 
All  loyal  men  gave  of  all  they  had.  The  state  officers  knew  no 
limits  of  time  or  labor  of  their  own  that  could  advance  the  good 
of  the  common  cause. 

''  I  will  do  all  I  can  so  long  as  my  life  lasts  for  our  Iowa 
soldiers,"  wrote  Adjt.  Gen.  Baker  to  Hon.  James  Harlan.  His 
was  the  noble  spirit  animating  every  loyal  heart  in  the  state. 

Gov.  Kirkwood's  sympathies  for  the  soldiers  were  unbounded. 
Their  interests  were  always  preferred  to  his  own.  Once  the 
governor  of  Wisconsin  started  a  movement  for  doubling  the  pay 
of  the  hard  working  war  governors.  ^^But,*'  said  Kirk  wood  in 
a  note  to  Senator  Grimes  on  the  subject,  "  though  we  have  all 
been  doing  labor  as  great  as  belongs  to  officers  much  better  paid, 
and  our  work  is  as  important  as  any  done  for  the  government, 
yet  I  know  that  our  regiments  require  more  medical  aid.  I 
much  prefer  that  Congress  should  give  an  additional  surgeon  to 
each  Iowa  regiment  than  any  pay  to  its  governors." 

Again  writing  to  Capt.  S.  M.  Archer,  referring  to  certain 
injustice  and  wrongs  done  himself,  he  says:  "  I  shall  bear  it — 
and  you  should  bear  yours.  Captain,  there  are  thousands  of 
men  in  the  ranks  as  good  as  either  of  us,  and  when  I  am  dis- 
posed to  complain  of  the  extent  of  my  labors  and  the  injustice  I 
at  times  receive,  I  think  of  these  poor  fellows,  and  try  to  bear 
all  cheerfully." 

The  labors  of  the  executive's  and  adjutant  general's  offices 
were  as  astounding  in  those  days  as  after  Wilson's  Creek,  and 
were  increased  as  then  by  the  ignorance  and  neglect  of  many 
officers.  To  this  day,  proper  reports  of  some  of  the  regiments 
and  of  many  events  are  wanting.     To  one  of  the  colonels.  Gen. 
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Baker  wrote:  ^^  I  bare  no  o£Bcial  information  of  even  the  iopM- 
enee  of  your  command  ^^ — so  seldom  and  so  imperfectly  had  this 
officer  reported.  Descriptions  of  certain  battles  were  dispoaed 
of  by  certain  officers  in  less  space  than  is  osually  reqaiied 
for  depicting  a  cock  fight.  One  colonel  leporting  a  battle  foi^ 
got  mention  of  all  participants  except  himself.  Another^  depiet* 
ing  an  insignificant  skirmish  to  the  gOYemor,  mentioned  as  worUiy 
of  distinguished  honor  the  name  of  every  single  officer  in  bis 
command.  ^^  They  were  all  heroes.^^  His  list  of  casnaltieSf  how- 
ever, showed  but  four  men  injured.  Many  of  these  reports, 
blameless  of  discrimination  or  sense,  or  justice  to  subordinate 
officers  and  soldiers,  filled  the  oface  of  the  adjutant  general,  and 
had  to  be  amended  and  added  to  from  other  sources  in  order  to 
make  a  record.  This  and  the  endless  questioning  for  instruc* 
tions  and  interpretations  of  rules,  and  the  constant  letters  asking 
for  favor  and  promotion,  made  the  chief  offices  anything  bat 
beds  of  roses. 

But  Baker  and  the  governor  bore  it  all,  with  the  added  re- 
proaches for  things  that  nobody  understood,  with  perfect  suavity, 
great  patience  and  patriotism.* 

The  governor  arranged  a  set  of  rules  for  promotion  to  office. 
They  were  just  and  simple,  but  pleased  nobody.  Politicians  in 
shoulder-straps,  who  had  never  in  their  lives  been  bound  by  a 
rule,  and  seldom  by  a  principle,  saw  no  sense  in  doing  things  un- 
der order,  and  chafed  under  the  restraint.!  Some  wanted  their 
commissions  dated  away  back,  to  outrank  their  comrades.  Some 
wanted  to  name  all  the  officers  themselves,  when  -they  had  no 
right  to  name  any.  Some  ^' pocketed'^  the  commissions  sent 
them  for  their  subordinates,  and  some  used  old  grudges  against 
fellow-officers  to  warrant  themselves  in  defeating  such  comrades 

*Speaking  of  his  own  labors  and  anxieties.  Kirk  wood  writes  to  a  private 
in  Company  H,  of  the  Second  Iowa:  **  I  would  be  content  if  I  could  earn,  as 
a  result  of  it  all,  a  name  as  honored  as  that  of  the  humblest  member  of  the 
gallant  Iowa  Second.'' 

tThe  Governor  sought  to  carry  out  these  rules  in  good  faith,  though  pro- 
motions under  them  oflen  annoyed  others  and  emlmrrasRcd  him.  His  own 
plan  was  to  do  as  he  directed  Gen.  Buss^  to  do  in  case  of  a  certain  promo* 
tion:  '*  The  position,  you  find,  is  a  delicate  one,  but  do  just  what  you  thinJt 
it  right  J  and  let  the  consequences  take  care  of  themselves,'* 
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for  place.  Men  who  were  heroes  in  battle,  were  often  entirely 
ignored,  while  favorites  would  figure  in  the  reports  as  deserving 
honor  and  promotion.  The  governor's  *^  rules''  tended  to  check 
some  of  these  evils;  but  they  made  their  violators  his  enemies. 
He  was  accused  of  favoritism  himself.  He  had  numerons  rel- 
atives. Some  of  them  were  fit  for  office;  but  for  granting  them 
place,  he  was  accused  of  nepotism.  Mistakes  of  all  kinds  oc- 
curred as  to  original  appointments,  because,  of  necessity,  the 
governor,  in  his  selections,  relied  largely  on  the  judgment  of 
others.* 

All  the  little  politicians  wanted  to  be  brigadiers.  They  could 
not  be — and  they  blamed  the  governor  for  hopes  blasted,  and 
plans  short  of  fruition. 

While  the  greatest  efforts  to  sustain  the  government  were 
progressing  in  1862,  business  in  the  state  fell  behind.  Iowa 
then,  as  now,  was  eminently  an  agricultural  and  grazing  state. 
The  crops  were  good,  but  the  markets  were  very  low,  and  cur- 
rency scarce.  Eastern  manufacturers  were  growing  rich  by  the 
war,  while  Iowa  farmers  were  compelled  to  accept  for  their  prod- 
nets  such  prices  as  were  dictated  in  other  states.  There  were 
few  railroads,  and  freights  were  dear,  and,  though  the  harvests 
yielded  extremely  well,  the  strain  of  the  war  was  being  visibly 
felt.    Few  in  the  state  were  prospering. 

Adjt.-Gen.  Baker  hoped  to  relieve  the  situation  somewhat  by 
demanding  some  of  the  army  contracts  for  people  in  the  state^ 
Beef,  pork,  wool,  flour,  corn,  oats  and  hay,  Iowa  had  in  surplus. 
Why  not  let  our  citizens  furnish  part  of  these,''  wrote  Baker. 

We  are  furnishing  as  many  men,  and  as  good  men,  to  fight 
our  country's  battles,  as  any  state  in  the  Union;  why  not  let 
Iowa  have  some  of  the  contracts?  We  can  fill  them  as  well 
and  as  cheaply  as  others.  This  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  the 
government  itself,  and  of  vast  importance  to  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  Iowa." 

•Somebody  wrote  ur^in^  the  governor  to  promote  some  boy  in  the  cav- 
alry— asking  him  to  remember  the  mother  of  the  boy  of  Athens.  **  It's  all 
riifht"  replied  the  governor,  "only  I  have  netflected  the  classics  so  long,  1 

don't  remember  who  in  the *the  mother  of  the  boy  of  Athens*  was,  or  who 

this  boy  was  either.     Please  enlighten  me  all  around.*' 
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Few  army  contracts,  Itowerer,  came  to  lows's  atisema 

her  ability  to  supply  the  coontry  cheaply.    Rings  of  politietann 

I  and  eastern  hangers-on  about  Washington  nsaally  secnred  the 

I  government's  wasted  millions  for  bad  sapplies  and  shoddy  elotli- 

lowa  farraets  were  not  tricksters  enough  to  get  fat  army 

I  contracts. 

That  autumn  of  186S,  for  the  fint  time,  saw  Iowa  grain  fiiAda 
reaped  by  women,  and  her  broad  meadows  mown  by  girls  wboM 
I  brothers  and  lovers  were  in  the  war.    It  was  a  primitiTe  afe 
I  again,  with  women  in  the  fields  and  the  men  ofiF  fighting  thair 
I  country's  battles.    Tbe  old  men  were  in  the  companies  of  iba 
home  guards,  and  drilled  on  the  village  green— the  Tery  grwa 
I  on   which  their  sons   were  mustered   before  going  to  battlt; 
I  Those  sons!    Many  of  them  were  heroes  already,  leading  batt^- 
I  ions  to   the  mouths  of  rebel  cannon — charging  squadrons — 
I  storming  forts — marching  through  swamps   and  over  plaina, 
I  bearing  aloft  the  starry  banner.    But  many,  ah,  how  many] 
were  already  in  soldiers'  graves.    Thousands  lingered  their  livM 
out  in  southern  prisons — thousands  sickened  and  died  in  hospi- 
tals, and  thousands  left  their  life  blood  on  the  red  battle  field. 
They   were   worthy  of  their  country — worthy  of  their  gray- 
haired  patriot  sires  drilling  there  on  tbe  village  green. 

What  recollections  spring  up  to  him  who  was  sometimes  in 
an  Iowa  town  or  village  in  those  War  Times!  Who  will  not 
instantly  recall  the  relief  corps,  the  sewing  circle,  the  home 
I  guards,  the  martial  band,  the  girls  working  in  the  fields,  the 
gray-haired  men  who  gave  all  they  had  and  talked  only  of  their 
hero  Hons,  the  village  post  when  the  mail  came  in,  the  letters 
from  the  battle  field — the  eager,  waiting  people  and  the  me^ 
sages  quickly  opened?  and  ah,  how  often  the  dim  eyes,  tbe 
tears,  the  broken  heart — for  some  one  dead  in  battle. 

Who  will  nut  recall  the  furloaghed  soldier,  fresh  from  war — 
the  hero  of  the  hour?  There's  nothing  in  tbe  town  that  is  not 
liis.     Every  voice  greets  him,  every  hand  is  in  his  own. 

What  a  tiero  the  lowest  private  in  tbe  ranks  has  become  when 
home  on  u  fulough!  His  experiences  are  all  detailed  to  eager 
listeners.     What  dangers  he  has  seen !    How  he  is  loved  for  hav- 
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ing  seen  them!  Each  listening  maid^s  a  Desdemona,  and  be  who 
talks  a  greater  than  Othello.  The  canteen  he  wears  was  taken 
from  a  Rebel  at  luka,  and  the  pin  on  bis  breast  is  a  piece  of 
Shiloh  church.  That  sabre,  bent  and  scarred,  talks  aloud  of  the 
Hatchie  Bridge,  and  the  piece  of  a  rebel  flag  was  taken  from  a 
battery  where  every  horse  was  dead,  and  every  cannoneer  shot 
down  or  wounded.  And  that  bible — his  mother  gave  it  to  him 
on  the  village  green,  with  her  blessing.  There  it  is,  indented  and 
torn  by  the  ball  that,  but  for  it,  would  have  pierced  his  heart. 
Look  at  that  furlough,  signed  by  Gen.  Orant  himself,  and  dated 
before  the  battle — ^and  the  hero  had  fought  with  it  in  his  pocket, 
because  he  would  not  leave  his  comrades  in  a  crisis.  No  wonder  he 
is  a  hero!  No  wonder  that  when  his  twenty  days  are  up,  the 
people  go  with  him  to  the  depot,  and  with  cheers,  kisses,  good 
byes  and  blessings  send  him  back  again  to  war! 

And  that  other  scene,  who  will  not  recall? — the  plain  pine 
coffin  coming  on  the  cars — the  solitary  guard;  some  soldier  boy 
killed  in  battle — sent  home  to  sleep  in  the  little  grave  yard 
behind  the  village.  The  gray-haired  home  guards*  steady  line 
falls  in.  There  are  the  muffled  drum,  the  shrill  fife,  the  droop- 
ing flag,  the  open  grave — the  broken  hearts.  The  hero  soldier 
sleeps — and  this  is  war! 

When  in  the  future  the  children  of  Iowa  shall  stand  by  these 
green  graves,  marked  with  the  names  of  Iowa  soldiers,  let  them 
reverently  recall  the  sacrifices  of  that  day — the  patriotism, 
the  broken  hearts,  the  noble  dead — and  thank  God  that  in  such 
an  hour,  Iowa  had  such  men  ready.  Let  these  sacrifices,  these 
heart-breaks,  these  graves  inspire  them  to  stand  by  our 
common  country  in  whatever  peril  may  come. 


CHAPTER  XVL 

BATTLE  OF  PRAIRIE  OR07E. 
D*e.  7,  ise2. 

Thbbb  were  few  sererer  stmgglea  in  the  war  tlian  the  hotly 
contested  field  of  Prairie  Grove.  It  was  foo^ht,  on  the  union 
side,  against  great  odds.  The  battle  was  directed  by  an  Iowa 
general,  and  two  Iowa  regiments,  the  Nineteenth  andTweotietb. 
woo  lasting  renown  there  by  splendid  herolBin.  With  a  com- 
mand numbering  leas  than  6,000  men,  Qen.  Herron  left  1,000 
dead  Rebels  on  the  field.  The  battle  took  place  on  the  7th  day 
of  December,  1862,  and  the  Iowa  r^ments  engaged  bad  not 
been  six  months  in  the  field. 

All  of  that  autnmn  of  1862  the  union  troops  of  southwest 
Hissoori,  led  by  Generals  Schofield,  Blnnt  and  Herrou,  had  been 
chasing  the  Rebels  up  and  down  the  wide  mountainous  stretch 
of  country  between  Springfield,  in  Missouri,  and  the  Boston 
mountains  in  Arkansas.  There  had  been  many  and  many  » 
hard,  forced  march  by  day  and  by  night,  orer  execrable  roads, 
the  soldieis  on  short  rations,  and,  at  times,  almost  withont  shoes. 
The  hardships  of  that  autumn  and  early  winter  campaigning 
can  hardly  be  over-estimated.  The  result  was  much  sickness 
and  many  deaths,  and  yet  the  two  Iowa  regiments,  ptrticipating 
in  the  worst  of  it  all,  had  scarcely  seen  a  battle.  Their  expos- 
ures and  their  hardships  seemed  almost  in  vain. 

During  the  la^t  of  November,  Oen.  Blunt  defeated  the  Rebels 
at  Cane  Hilt,  and  their  army  fell  back  southward.  A  time  of 
rest  and  peace  having  apparently  come,  the  union  troops  com- 
menced preparing  to  enjoy  it.  Gen.  Schofield  wk  called  to 
another  field  of  duty.  Gen.  Blunt  succeeded  to  the  command, 
(186) 


i 


(iKN'KRAI,    V.   .1.    IIEKHON'. 


BATTLB  OW   PBAIBIB  OBOYB.  187 

and  with  a  division  of  troops  camped  near  Cane  Hill,  the  place 
of  the  recent  victory.  Gen.  Horron,  with  two  divisions,  includ- 
ing the  Nineteenth  and  the  Twentieth  Iowa  among  his  other 
troops,  marched  all  the  way  back  to  ^^Camp  Cnrtis/^  twelve 
miles  south  of  Springfield.  This  pat  the  command  of  Blunt  at 
the  front  and  Herron  at  the  rear,  125  miles  apart. 

Herron^s  soldiers  were  barely  settled  down  to  the  routine  of 
camp  life  up  there  by  Springfield,  when  the  sudden  and  unex- 
pected news  came  that  a  large  rebel  army,  variously  estimated 
at  from  20,000  to  30,000  men  in  numbers,  had  been  organized 
beyond  the  Boston  mountains  and  was  rapidly  marching  against 
Oen.  Blunt^s  single  division  in  his  camp  at  Cane  Hill.  Oen. 
Blunt^s  appeal  to  G^n.  Herron  and  his  two  divisions  for  imme- 
diate help  was  not  in  vain.  Instantly  Herron^s  command  was  on 
the  rapid  march. 

Cane  Hill  is  eighteen  miles  southwest  of  the  town  of  Fayette- 
ville  and  ten  miles  northwest  of  Van  Buren,  the  point  where 
the  rebel  army,  Oen.  Hindman  in  command,  was  crossing  the 
Arkansas  river.  Hindinan^s  forces  had  approached  Oen.  Blunt^s 
position,  and,  by  skirmishing  with  his  advance  a  couple  of  days, 
misled  that  general  into  supposing  that  he  was  about  to  give 
him  battle.  The  astute  Rebel  knew,  however,  that  Herron  was 
a  hard  marcher  and  would  soon  join  his  column  to  that  of  Oen. 
Blunt.  He  determined  to  flank  Blunt^s  little  army,  move  past 
its  left,  rush  on  to  Herron,  overwhelm  and  defeat  him,  and  then 
turn  and  serve  Blunt  in  a  similar  way.  It  was  a  neat  little  military 
plan,  but  it  was  not  a  new  one,  and,  besides,  the  rebel  general 
was,  as  often  happened  in  those  Arkansas  days,  reckoning  with- 
out his  host.  That  host  was  Oen.  Herron,  of  Iowa,  formerly  a 
young  captain  of  militia  in  the  city  of  Dubuque. 

Herron's  soldiers  did  some  incredible  marching,  in  hopes  of 
reaching  Cane  Hill  in  time  to  save  Blunt's  army.  Soldiers,  guns 
and  trains  pushed  along  day  and  night  twenty  to  thirty  miles  a 
day.  They  entered  Fayetteville  before  daylight  of  the  morning 
of  December  7th,  1S62.  Herron  had,  from  a  point  farther  back, 
sent  some  cavalry  across  thecountr}'  to  Blunt's  aid.  Very  great 
was  his  surprise  that  morning,  a  few  miles  out  of  Fayetteville, 
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to  meet  some  of  this  same  cavalry  coming  back  on  ttw  nSf 
panic-Btrickea  aiid  dismayed. 

These  raliant  horaemea  had  ran  into  the  advance  gnaid  dE 
Hindman'a  rebel  army,  and  had  apparently  got  the  wonfe  of  iL 
Qen.  Herron  at  onct)  brought  his  men  in  order,  got  hit  rq[imeilti 
well  in  hand,  and  for  a  few  miles  drove  back  the  rebel  CBValiy. 
At  last,  approaching  a  little  stream  known  as  the  Illinois  river, 
he  discovered  the  infantry  and  the  artillery  of  Hiodman^s  army. 
They  were  drawn  up  in  battle  array  along  a  heavily  wooded 
ridge  beyond  the  opposite  bank  of  the  stream.  The  poutaon 
was  a  strong  one,  and  Qen.  Herron's  little  army  was  out-nnnt- 
bered  as  four  to  one."  He  was  not  long,  however,  in  deciding 
what  to  do.  In  fact  there  was  but  one  choice:  either  to  letrrat 
and  lose  his  trains,  leaving  Blant's  division  ten  miles  awE^  to  be 
destroyed,  or  take  the  chances  of  a  battle  with  the  odds  all 
against  him.  His  command  numbered  less  than  5,000  men. 
The  enemy  on  the  hills  beyond  the  stream  had  possibly  35,000. 

Oen.  Herron  at  once  pushed  a  regiment  of  infantry  and 
a  battery  across  the  stream,  to  feel  the  enemy's  poeitioo.  TbeM 
were  immediately  driven  back.  His  next  move  was  to  cat  aw^ 
through  the  timber  to  the  river  at  a  point  half  a  mile  off,  and 
there,  under  an  artillery  fire,  make  a  feint  of  crossing.  The  mse 
succeeded.  The  enemy's  attention  being  attracted  to  this  new 
point,  Herron  seized  the  opportunity  and  dashed  over  the  river 
at  the  ford  with  both  his  divisions.  Protected  by  his  massed 
artillery,  be  placed  his  command  in  line  of  battle  and  was  charg- 
ing the  rebel  linett  almost  before  they  were  sure  of  his  being 
over  the  river. 

This  movement  had  been  extremely  audacious — perhaps  unwise 

•Gen.  Herron,  in  a  private  letter,  gaid:  "  For  four  miles  we  foiwht  their 
caTalry,  driTLiitr  them  b«ck  U>  Illiuou  cieek,  where  I  found  their  whole  force 
stronifly  po«led  on  a  long  ridge,  with  mafnificeot  position*  for  batteriei. 
For  one  mile  in  front  it  waa  clear  frrouna,  and  tn;  road  lay  right  in  the 
Gent<;r  of  their  line.  From  a  prisoner  taken,  1  learned  that  Hindman  was 
OD  the  riAae.  witli  his  whole  force,  and  intended  to  whip  me  oat  before 
Blnnt  couid  get  up— in  other  words,  to  take  us  one  at  a  lime.  The  caw 
looked  touKli.  with  Blunt  ten  milea  awaf,  and  23,000  men  between  ua;  but 
1  iaw  at  a  glance  there  were  jnRt  two  thingi  that  coold  be  done;  namely, 
fight  them  without  delaj.  and  depend  on  the  chance  of  Blunt's  hearing  me 
and  coining  up,  or  retreat  and  loae  mjr  whole  train.  It  required  no  time  to 
make  a  decision." 
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and  unsafe.  He  had  pat  his  army  in  a  critical  position  with  a 
stream  and  a  single  crossing  behind  him,  and  a  powerful,  well 
posted  enemy,  greatly  exceeding  him  in  numbers,  at  his  front. 
The  least  mishap,  and  his  army  would  be  captured  or  destroyed. 
However,  once  over,  he  was  there  to  fight.  It  is  said  that  he 
purposed  relying  for  safety  and  success  on  his  good  artillery. 
However  that  may  be,  certain  it  is  his  excellently  manned  batteries 
served  him  well.  They  kept  up  an  extraordinary  and  galling 
cannonade  on  the  enemy^s  position.  To  silence  these  massed 
guns  and  to  avoid  their  fire,  the  Rebels  made  a  charge  against 
his  division  on  the  left.  He  instantly  sent  Orme*s  brigade  to 
meet  this  attack,  and  at  the  same  time  charged  heavily  on  the 
rebel  center.  His  batteries  moved  forward  over  the  open  slope, 
supported  by  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  and  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin, 
pouring  a  flood  of  shell  and  canister  into  the  rebel  lines.  They 
were  met  by  a  fire  from  opposing  batteries  and  a  heavy  mus- 
ketry fire  of  infantry. 

Suddenly,    the  advancing  union   batteries    halted    and    the 
Nineteenth  Iowa,  led  by  Lt.-Col.  McFarland,  and  the  Twenti- 
eth Wisconsin,  rushed  forward  in  one  of  the  very  fiercest  charges 
of  the  war.     The  line  was  to  take  a  battery  that  from  its  posi- 
tion just  back  of  an  orchard  and  farther  up  the  hill  was  pouring 
destruction  into  the  union  ranks.     On  and  forward  the  two 
regiments   went  under  a  terrible  fire,   took  the  battery,  and 
plunged,  with  fixed  bayonets,  into  Fagan's  rebel  brigade,  that 
^as  supporting  it.    Suddenly  from  their  concealed  position,  and 
three  ranks  deep,  the  Rebels  rise,  and  from  three  different  direc- 
tians  pour  an  increased  and  awful  fire  into  the  gallant  regiment. 
It  wavered  and  fell  back  down  the  slope,  its  course  covered  with 
its  dead  aud  wounded. 

It  had  been  a  gallant,  though  a  fatal  charge.  Its  leader,  the 
brave  McFarland,  was  shot  dead,  as  were  other  good  oflBcers  and 
not  less  than  forty  of  its  men.  Five  of  its  daring  officers  and 
140  of  the  little  line,  only  500  strong,  were  wounded.  Two  were 
missing — probably  dead — making  a  total  loss  in  the  regiment  of 
one  hundred  and  ninefy'tivo.  Beside  the  lieutenant  colonel. 
Lieutenants  Smith  and  Johnson  were  killed.     Captains  Jordan, 
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Wright  and  Paine,  and  Lieateaants  Brooks  and  Harrisoa 
were  wounded.    Gapt.  Riclimond  waa  captured. 

Yet  tbo  regiment's  fighting  was  not  orer.  CoL  Onne,  eo»* 
maader  of  brigade,  rode  up  shortly  after  the  charge,  and  ralljinf 
the  shattered  remnants  of  the  regiment,  led  it  and  the  Kinetj- 
foarth  lUiDois  once  more  against  the  enemj.  Once  more  tin 
Nineteeath  Iowa  did  some  gallant  fighting,  aotil  ordered  to 
fall  back  and  re-form. 

After  the  death  of  the  noble  McFarland,  a  man  loved  not 
only  by  his  soldiers,  bat  by  all  Iowa,  Uaj.  D.  Kent  took 
command.  In  the  report  on  the  battle,  Maj.  Kent  mentionfl  tat 
gallantry  the  names  of  Captains  Roderick,  Richmoad,  Brace  and 
Taylor,  and  Lieut.  Brooks.  Lieat.  Brooks  was  badly  wounded 
in  saving  the  colors,  and  Lieat.  Root  and  Capt.  Bruce  led  on  one 
of  the  hottest  skirmish  lines  of  the  war. 

The  Twentieth  Iowa  also  had  its  full  share  of  battling  againat 
odds,  that  at  difiereot  periods  in  the  battle  seemed  overpowar- 
ing.  For  hours  the  conflict  raged  with  charges  and  conntav' 
charges,  and  the  union  artillery  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  OroTe 
accomplished  as  much  as  the  infantry.  Possibly  in  no  confltofc 
had  cannon  been  so  skillfully  manned,  so  constantly  used,  or 
with  such  results.  At  times,  aa  the  brave  lines  advanced  or  wen 
driven  back,  it  seemed  as  if  the  odds  were  too  great.  The  posi- 
tion at  last  became  extremely  critical  and  in  the  pauses  of  the 
battle,  the  officers  vainly  listened  for  the  sound  of  Blant's 
cannon.  At  two  o'clock  the  rebel  left  wing  prepared  for  a 
charge  on  Herron^s  right  and  an  attempt  to  flank  him.  Scarcely 
were  their  lines  advancing,  when  to  their  astonishment  they 
ran  into  fresh  troops  and  well  posted  batteries.  Blunt  had 
arrived.  The  almost  disheartened  soldiers  of  Herron's  divinon 
took  cheer  and  the  battle  was  renewed. 

By  a  forced  march  Blunt's  division  had  lurried  from  Cane 
Hill  to  the  sound  of  Herron's  artillery,  and  now  were  in  position 
in  front  of  the  strongly  posted  rebel  left.  They  hurriedly  con- 
nected with  Herron's  extreme  right,  held  by  the  Twentieth  Iowa, 
and  sixteen  of  Blunt's  cannon  poured  shell,  ball  and  canister 
into  the  rebel  line  at  short  range,  shortly  driving  two  rebel  bat- 
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teries  and  the  infantry  supports  into  the  edge  of  the  woods. 
^'Charge  them,^*  was  the  order  to  the  anion  infantry,  and  the 
brigade,  which  included  the  Twentieth  Iowa,  under  Lt.-Gol. 
Leake,  moved  to  the  assault.  It  was  led  by  Col.  Dye  of  the 
Twentieth.  Under  a  severe  fire,  they  rapidly  crossed  up  the 
slope  through  an  open  field  and  as  rapidly  drove  the  rebel  line 
through  the  orchard  beyond,  and  into  the  woods.  Once  a  body 
of  the  enemy,  wearing  blue  overcoats,  deceived  a  part  of  the  line 
who  supposed  they  were  firing  on  their  friends.  A  sudden 
volley  from  the  same  force,  however,  soon  undeceived  them  and 
created  a  little  confusion  in  the  left  of  the  union  line.  Some  of 
the  supports  having  fallen  back,  the  Twentieth  Iowa  was  also 
directed  to  retire  to  the  lower  fence  of  the  orchard  and  to  hold 
the  position.  This  was  done  under  a  galling  fire,  the  men  lying 
4own  behind  the  fence  and  pouring  a  flame  of  musketry 
between  the  rails.  Again  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  union 
artillery  did  its  fatal  work,  and  when  night  came  the  rebel 
army  wrapped  its  wagon  and  artillery  wheels  with  blankets  imd 
retired  from  the  battle  field.*  Prairie  Grove  was  won — and 
Iowa  courage  and  Iowa  blood  had  helped  to  win  it. 

In  the  charge  by  the  Twentieth  Iowa,  Lt.-Col.  Leake,  one  of 
the  bravest  men  on  the  field,  had  led  the  regiment.  Forty-seven 
men  of  the  Twentieth  were  lost  in  the  acfcion.  Lieut.  Harrison 
Oliver  was  killed.  Leiutenants  R.  M.  Lytle,  J.  Q.  G.  Cavendish, 
P.  E.  Starck  and  E.  Stone,  were  wounded.  So,  too,  was  Maj. 
Thompson,  who  had  acted  on  the  field  with  exceptional  valor. 
Sergt.  Maj.  G.  A.  Gray  and  Acting  Adjt.  J.  G.  McClelland  were 
complimented  for  gallantry.  Col.  Mc.  E.  Dye,  who  had  led  the 
brigade  in  the  memorable  action,  was  always  competent  and 
courageous, — in  short,  all  the  Iowa  men  in  that  battle,  from 
Gen.  Herron  down  to  the  humblest  private,  did  the  state  of 
Iowa  honor. 

•One  of  Gen.  Hindman's  orders  to  his  troops  reads  as  follows: 
**  Do  not  break  ranks  to  plunder.  If  we  whip  the  enemy,  all  will  be  oars : 
if  not.  the  sp^jyls  will  Ix*  of  n>  l)enefit  to  us.  Plunderers  and  stragrgleni  will 
be  put  to  d»'ath  on  tlie  spot.  R*^uieml>er  that  the  enemy  has  no  feelings  of 
mercy  or  kiniln»*<»s  towards  you:  hi^  ranks  are  made  up  of  Pin  Indians,  free 
neeroes*.  northern  traitors,  Kansas  jayhawhers,  Dutch  cut-throats  and 
bloody  ruffians,  who  have  invajled  your  country,  stolen  and  destroyed  your 
property,  murdered  your  nei^^hhors,  outra^d  your  women,  driven  your 
children  from  their  homes  and  de6Ied  the  gx^ves  of  your  kindred.  '* 
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The  federal  loss  at  Prairie  Grove  was  1148.  The  rebel  losaes, 
though  never  definitely  known,  were  probably  not  less  than 
3,000. 

Whatever  the  odds  against  Herron  and  Blunt  may  have  been, 
there  was  no  question  as  to  where  the  victory  belonged.  Iowa 
was  very  proud  of  her  two  regiments  in  that  battle,  and  in  his 
words  of  praise  the  governor  echoed  the  feelings  of  the  whole 
state.* 

PARKERS  CROSS  ROADS. 

The  year  1862  closed  in  the  West  with  a  little  battle  in  which 
an  Iowa  regiment  took  a  conspicuous  and  heroic  part.  The  Thir- 
ty-ninth Iowa  was  on  its  way  to  join  Gten.  6.  M.  Dodge  at  Corinth, 
and  had  only  reached  the  town  of  Jackson,  when  the  post  com- 
mander there  in  great  alarm  ordered  the  regiment  to  dismount 
from  the  railway  train  and  help  defend  the  city  against  For* 
rest's  cavalry. 

Forrest  was  not  near  Jackson,  as  it  transpired,  and  so  after 
some  days'  delay,  and  frequent  false  alarms,  the  Thirty-ninth 
Iowa,  the  Fiftieth  Indiana  and  the  One-hundred-and-twenty- 

•ExBcunvK  Office,  Iowa,        > 
Iowa  City,  January  5th,  1863. ) 
Colonel:  In  the  hard  fought  battle  at  Prairie  Grove,  the  Nineteenth  regi- 
ment Iowa  Volunteer  infantry  did  nobly.    It  fully  suBtained  and  added  to 
the  honored  and  well  earned  fame  of  the  soldiers  of  Iowa. 

I  mourn  with  von  for  the  brave  men  who  died  there,  and  sympathize  with 
you  for  tho8<'  sufl^ering  from  wounds  received  there,  to  sustain  tne  flag  and 
the  cause  of  the  Union ! 

Please  convey  to  the  gallant  men  of  your  command  my  thanks  and  the 
thanks  of  the  people  of  Iowa  for  their  good  conduct  and  their  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  our  countrv. 

Very  respectfully  your  ob't  serv't, 

Samuel  J.  Kirk  wood. 
Col.  H.  Crabh,  19th  Reg't.  Iowa  Vol.  Inf„  Springfield,  Mo. 

ExKCUTivK  Office,  Iowa,         ) 
Iowa  City,  Januarv  5th,  1863.  f 
Colonel: — I  have  learned  with  pride  and  pleasure  the  gooa  conduct  of  the 
Twentieth  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  infantry  in  the  hard  fought  battle  of 
Prairie  Orove. 

They  have  nobly  sustained  the  good  name  of  the  Iowa  troops  and  have 
given  earnest  that  the  record  of  the  Twentieth  hhall  beasproud  a  one  as  that 
of  any  other  Iowa  regiment. 

Please  convey  to  them  my  thanks  and  the  thanks  of  the  people  of  Iowa  for 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct. 

Verv  respectfully  your  ob't  serv*t, 

Samuel  J.  Kirkwood. 
Col,   Wm.  M.  E.  Dye.  Twentieth  Reg't  Iowa  Vol.  Inf. 
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Becohd  Illinois,  all  under  Col.  Dunham,  were  marched  off  in  the 
direction  of  Bed  Mound,  to  hunt  Forrest  up. 

They  found  him  with  5,000  men,  well  posted  in  timber,  not  far 
from  a  place  known  as  Parker^s  Cross  Roads.  This  was  just  at 
the  time  that  Van  Dorn  was  riding  around  the  rear  of  Grants 
army  and  destroying  his  depot  of  supplies  at  Holly  Springs. 
Qen.  Forrest  had  proposed  destroying  some  railroads  and  towns 
in  another  direction,  but  his  plans  must  have  been  materially 
interfered  with  by  what  occurred  to  him  at  Parker^s  Cross  Roads. 
Had  Van  Dorn  met  such  a  foe  as  Col.  Redfield  and  the  Thir- 
ty-ninth Iowa  at  Holly  Springs,  instead  of  Col.  Murphy,  that 
town  would  not  have  been  taken.  Grant^s  army  would  have 
marched  straight  on  to  Vicksburg  in  1862,  and  thousands  of 
human  lives  would  have  been  saved. 

Col.  Redfield  wi\s  shot;  and  badly  wounded,  leading  his  regi- 
ment at  Parker's  Cross  Roads,  but  from  the  hospital,  later,  he 
was  able  to  tell  Gov.  Kirkwood  some  interesting  details  of  the 
battle. 

^^  December  31st,  at  4  o'clock,  we  resumed  our  march  toward 
Lexington,''  says  Col.  Redfield.  ^^  At  8  o'clock  we  came  within 
a  mile  of  Parker's  Cross  Roads.  Our  advance  had  a  sharp  skir- 
mish with  a  body  of  the  Rebels  and  drove  them  off.  Our  regi- 
ment was  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  road  on  the  east  of  the 
field,  where  the  skirmishing  took  place.  Col.  Dunham  advanced 
to  the  Cross  Roads,  and  drove  a  body  of  the  enemy  back  on  the 
road  leading  west.  Our  artillery,  two  guns  of  the  Wisconsin 
battery,  were  planted  on  a  knoll  near  the  corner,  and  felt  of  the 
woods  toward  the  west  with  shells.  This  scattered  all  the  Rebels 
in  sight.  Our  artillery  was  then  moved  west  about  half  a  milei 
on  a  ridge  near  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  the  whole  brigade 
moved  up  to  support  it.  The  first  fire  from  the  rebel  battery, 
stationed  about  half  a  mile  north,  killed  five  horses  and  one  man 
belonging  to  one  of  our  guns. 

"Our  commander  concluded  to  change  his  position  and  marched 
us  back  east  to  the  Cross  Roads,  and  thence  south  on  the  Lex- 
ington road,  a  little  over  a  mile.     Our  regiment  took  the  extreme 
left  and  was  stationed  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  on  a  high 
1.  W.  T.— 13 
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piece  of  ground  and  in  front  of  a  house  occupied  by  a  Ifira. 
Small. 

^^  Soon  the  rebel  cayalry  made  its  appearance,  emerging  from  the 
woods.  On  they  came  in  a  string  that  seemed  to  have  no  end. 
Our  artillery  played  upon  them  and  produced  some  scattering  in 
their  ranks,  but  without  impeding  their  progress. 

^^  A  portion  of  them  came  up  the  road,  but  were  kept  in  check, 
and  finally  driyen  back  by  two  companies  stationed  behind  a  rail 
barricade.  The  main  body  moved  to  the  left  and  took  possession 
of  a  piece  of  woods,  which  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  have 
occupied  before  then.  But  I  will  not  criticise.  I  will  simply 
relate  facts. 

^^  They  formed  line  on  the  south  side  of  these  woods,  adjoining 
a  field,  and  planted  their  cannon  in  several  places  along  the  line. 
We  were  ordered  up  on  the  double  quick  and  formed  line  on  the 
south  side  of  the  above  mentioned  field  behind  a  rail  fence,  and 
also  in  the  edge  of  a  piece  of  woods.  Their  cannon  played  on 
us  at  a  fearful  rate,  and  it  seemed  for  a  while  we  would  be  cut 
to  pieces.  But  our  men  fired  with  such  precision  with  their 
Enfields,  that  it  soon  became  quite  difficult  for  them  to  manage 
their  artillery.  The  distance  across  the  field  was  from  600  to 
700  yards.  Their  infantry  (dismounted  cavalry  of  course)  was 
stationed  along  their  regular  line  and  also  in  the  field  behind  a 
knoll  a  little  to  our  left.  Other  bodies  or  detachments  were  sent 
to  our  right  and  a  large  force  came  up  on  our  rear  almost  sur- 
rounding us,  and  exposing  us  to  a  galling  fire  from  the  front 
flanks  and  rear.  I  shall  not  attempt  a  description  of  the  scream- 
ing of  shells  and  the  deafening  roar  of  artillery  and  the  furious 
discharges  of  the  small  arms.  I  can  only  say  it  was  a  hot  place; 
only  1,500  men  with  2  pieces  of  artillery,  not  ver>'  well  handled, 
fighting  at  least  7,000  with  12  pieces  of  artillery.  But  our  men 
fought  bravely  and  stood  up  like  veterans,  with  perhaps  a  few 
exceptions. 

"  While  rallying  our  men  to  resist  the  attack  on  our  rear,  I 
was  wounded,  and  fell,  but  got  up  after  a  little  and  did  what  I 
could,  until  the  loss  of  blood  rendered  me  too  weak  for  further 
effort. 
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"  The  tide  of  Iwttle  eeemed  to  be  tamiog  atronglj  kgunst  as, 
and  ihen  Qen.  SnlliYaa  ciune  np  with  the  brigvle  of  Col.  Faller,  . 
and,  ifter  ■  -nry  short  flngagement  the  Rebels  broko  sod  the 
▼ietoiy  waa  oun.    We  took  6  pieces  of  utillery  and  somethiog 
orer  400  prisooen,  500  horses,  many  wagoos,  etc 

**  The  real,  solid,  fierce  battle  raged  for  abont  two  to  UuM 
booiB.    Oar  regiment  lost  3  killed  and  37  wouuded." 


I 


OHAPTER  XVII. 

ATTBMPTS  ON  VICKSDURO— ARKANSAS  POST. 
Winltr  of  1862-^. 


COMBINED   MOVEMENTS  OF  GRANT    AND  SBEBMAN-CHICKa- 
8AW  BAYOU. 

YiOKBBUBa  waa  the  Richmond  oE  the  Southwest.  Us  uatiiral 
position  and  its  splendid  Fortifications  made  it  the  key  to  tho 
Mississippi  river.  Us  importance  was  appreciikted  in  the  Soutli 
as  well  as  in  the  North-  U  was,  in  tha  words  of  Horace  Gnwiley, 
the  natural  center  and  chief  citadel  of  the  slaveholders'  confed- 
eracy. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  1862,  Gcii.  Orunt,  at  Jackson,  Ten- 
nessee, commenced  a  grand  movement  ngHiust  Vicksburx,  by 
land,  marching  with  a  well  organized  array  by  way  of  Holly 
Springs.  Shortly  afterward,  December  8th,  he  ordered  Geo. 
Sherman  to  co-operate  with  hire  by  starting  a  force  of  30.000 
men  down  the  Missi^ippi  river  in  steamers;  these  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  entire  federal  flotilla  of  gunboats  on  the  river. 
It  was  intended  by  the  government  that  Oen.  MoClernand 
should  command  this  river  expedition.  To  add  to  his  ritcr 
force,  Gen.  McOlernand  was  himself  in  Iowa  und  Illinois,  Mwk- 
ing,  with  the  ud  of  the  governors,  to  raise  additional  troopa  tor 
this  purpo^.  Grant,  however,  had  prejudices  against  HcCl»^ 
nand,  and  without  waiting  for  his  coming,  hurried  to  place  Sher- 
man in  mmmand. 

There  were  many  Iowa  troops  with  the  river  expvtlition  and 
there  were  quite  a  number  of  regimeots  marching  with  Qmnt, 
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bjlancL  Gnmt  pushed  his  own  anny  down  the  great  soathem 
railroad  from  Qrand  Junction  through  Holly  Springs  and  to 
Oxford,  repairing  the  road  as  he  went.  Holly  Springs  he  made 
hh  base  of  sapplies,  and  he  accamulated  there  vast  stores  for 
his  oommissaiy  and  qaartermaster  departments.  His  advance 
eavalry,  3,000  strong,  poshed  on  to  Coffeeville,  and  was  there 
met  and  defeated  by  a  large  force  of  rebel  infantry. 

Jost  before  Christmas  Ghrant^s  advancing  columns  were 
brooghl  to  a  sudden  halt.  Gen.  Van  Dom,  with  a  large  force 
of  rebel  cavalry,  rode  around  the  flanks  of  Grantee  army  to  his 
rear,  crossed  the  railroad  at  Holly  Springs,  captured  the  town 
with  its  garrison,  and  destroyed  its  vast  stores  of  supplies.  This 
iiiigle  blow  ruined  the  whole  campaign,  and  Grant's  army  was 
eMipelled  to  make  a  forced  march  on  half  rations  clear  back  to 
the  MiHsiwrippi  river.  The  expedition  had  proved  hard  and  use- 
leas  and  six  months*  time  was  lost.  The  Iowa  regiments 
patiently  took  part  through  the  long  marches  in  mud  and  rain. 

On  Vbid  very  day  after  the  capture  of  Holly  Springs,  Sherman, 
not  knowing  of  the  disaster  to  the  co-<^)erating  army,  boarded 
his  steamers  and  started  for  Vicksburg.  Grant's  failure  by  land 
had  released  the  rebel  army  in  his  front,  and  it  was  hurried  on 
to  join  the  confederate  forces  waiting  to  receive  Sherman  at 
Vicksburg.  Now  followed  the  short  but  disastrous  campaign 
of  Chickasaw  Bayou.  By  the  27th  of  the  month  the  federal 
army,  consisting  wholly  of  western  troops,  was  landed  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Yazoo  river.  In  his  front,  and  to  contend 
with,  Sherman  had  not  only  the  wll-manned  batteries  and 
forts  of  Vicksburg,  but  deep  lagoons,  bayous  and  swamps — all 
protected  by  rifle  pits,  trenches  and  batteries.  Chickasaw  Bayou, 
encircling  and  protecting  the  rebel  front,  was  passable  but  at 
two  places,  and  these  two  thoroughly  defended  by  rifle  pits  and 
bluffs.  Vicksburg,  from  the  direction  in  which  it  was  now 
being  attacked,  was  simply  impregnable.  It  was,  as  the  Rebels 
had  boasted,  the  Gibraltar  of  the  West. 

Spite  of  it  all,  Sherman,  still  trusting  that  Grant's  army  was 
eoming  up  in  the  rebel  rear,  hurled  his  devoted  divisions  on  the 
enemy.    Chreater  heroism  or  severer  fighting  are  seldom  seen  in 
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war,  than  followed  in  the  battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou.  In  mid- 
winter, men  waded  through  water  waist  deep,  to  storm  rifle  pits 
and  trenches  that  scarcely  could  have  been  entered  had  no  enemy 
been  there  to  protect  them.  At  noon  of  Dec.  29th  Chickasaw 
Bayou  was  crossed  at  two  points,  a  mile  apart,  under  a  terrific 
fire  from  rifle  pits  and  earthworks.  It  was  an  heroic  undertak- 
ing, but  the  positions  gained  by  our  storming  battalions  could  not 
be  held,  and  in  the  night  the  federal  forces  were  withdrawn  to 
the  transports. 

It  was  surely  time.  Another  enemy  had  that  day  re-enforced 
the  Rebels  at  Chickasaw  Bayou.  It  was  the  heavy  rains  that  in 
twenty-four  hours  could  have  made  fifteen  feet  of  flood  on  the 
very  ground  where  the  union  troops  stood  flring.  The  army 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  compelled  to  surrender  or 
drown.    It  escaped  without  either. 

All  of  the  Iowa  troops  at  the  battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayoo, 
were  attached  to  the  division  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  Steele.  Gen. 
Thayer  of  Nebraska  commanded  the  brigade  (the  Third)  that  did 
the  hardest  fighting  among  them.  His  command  consisted  of 
the  Fourth,  Ninth,  Twenty-sixth,  Thirtieth  and  Thirty-fourth 
Iowa  regiments  and  the  First  Iowa  battery  of  light  artillery. 
Oten.  Hovey  commanded  the  brigade  that  included  the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  the  Thirty-first  regiments.  This  brigade  did  not  take 
part  in  the  assault.  Gen.  Thayer^s  regiment,  however,  crossed 
the  big  bayou,  and  joined  the  other  troops  in  the  storming  of 
the  works.  They  fought  gallantly  and  received  the  thanks  of 
their  superior  officers.  Especially  conspicuous  was  the  Fourth 
Iowa,  under  Col.  Williamson.  No  other  regiment  on  the  field 
occupied  so  perilous  a  position  on  that  day.  The  brigade  led  by 
Thayer,  the  Fourth  Iowa  ahead,  crossed  the  bayou  over  a  nar- 
row crossway,  exposed  to  a  concentrated  fire  of  musketry  and 
cannon,  and  stormed  into  the  enemy's  works.  By  some  blun- 
der during  this  charge,  or  right  at  its  beginning,  three  regiments 
of  the  brigade  had  been  ordered  to  move  to  the  right.*  Thayer, 
leading  the  charge,  looked  back  and  saw  his  regiments  all  gone 
but  the  Fourth  Iowa,  which  was  in  the  works  unsupported  and 

*The  Twenty -sixth  had  previously  been  detached. 
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alone.  Other  troops,  that  had  stormed  into  the  left  of  HaB 
Fourth,  were  overwhelmed  and  falling  back,  and  the  concen- 
trated fire  of  the  enemy  was  now  directed  on  this  devoted  X6gi« 
ment  In  thirty  minates  the  little  command  of  480  menlotfc 
7  men  killed,  and  104  wounded.* 

Among  the  killed  was  Lieut.  E.  G.  Miller.  '^  No  braver  offi- 
cer,'^ said  Col.  Williamson,  ^'  has  fallen  in  his  country^s  came.** 
Lieut  Leander  Pitzer  was  mortally  wounded,  and  Capt  R.  A. 
Still  severely,  as  was  the  gallant  Col.  Williamson  himself. 

Later,  Gen.  Grant,  in  appreciation  of  the  gallant  conduct  of 
the  Fourth  Iowa  in  this  assault,  ordered  that  the  regiment  place 
on  its  colors  the  words  ^^  First  at  Chickasaw  BayauJ^  All  the 
other  Iowa  regiments  and  the  Iowa  battery  at  Chickasaw,  did 
their  duty,  but  to  none  as  to  the  Fourth  fell  the  opportunity  of 
writing  its  name  in  the  blood  of  so  many  of  its  gallant  men* 
The  war  department  record  shows  the  Iowa  losses  at  Ghick»- 
saw  Bayou  to  have  been  in  killed  and  wounded  as  follows:  The 
Fourth  Iowa,  112;  the  Ninth,  8;  the  Twenty-fifth,  10;  the 
Thirtieth,  4;  and  the  Thirty-first,  2. 

Gen.  Sherman  promptly  withdrew  his  army  to  the  transporta. 
If  the  assaults  had  been  a  failure,  neither  he  nor  the  brave  men 
he  led  to  battle  were  to  blame.  He  had  obeyed  his  orders.  The 
fault  lay  in  the  cowardly  surrender  of  Holly  Springs,  behind 
Grant^s  co-operating  army.  Some  day  it  will  be  asked,  how  did 
Grant,  the  astute  general,  happen  to  leave  his  base  of  supplies, 
of  immense  value  and  untold  importance,  in  the  hands  of  only 
1,000  volunteer  recruits,  commanded  by  an  officer  of  no  experi- 
ence— a  man  who  had  failed  in  duty  once  before,  and  who  was, 
as  it  turned  out,  a  coward? 

Gen.  McClernand,  who  was  to  have  commanded  the  river  expe- 
dition originally,  now  appeared  at  Sherman^s  headquarters  and 
took  supreme  command.  It  was  a  strange  sight — a  great  mili- 
tary genius  being  relieved  of  his  command  by  Oten.  J.  A. 
McGIemand! 


♦Rebellion  Records. 
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CAPTURE  OF  ARKANSAS  POST. 

The  river  army  now,  at  Gen.  Sherman's  suggestion,  was  car- 
ried by  steamers  up  the  White  and  Arkansas  rivers,  to  attack 
Fort  Hindman,  or  Arkansas  Post,  fifty  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river.     All  the  Iowa  regiments  then  near  Vicksburg  went 

along. 

Fort  Hindman,  or  Arkansas  Post,  was  a  strong,  star-shaped 
fort  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Arkansas  river,  forty  miles  above  ■    j 

its  mouth.    It  was  solidly  built,  well  armed,  and  situated  in  a  |   j 

position  naturally  strong.    Its  commander,  on  the  approach  of  •   | 

the  Federals,  received  from  headquarters  the  order  to  '^  hold  out 
till  the  last  man  was  dead.''  The  defense  made  by  its  5,000  gar- 
rison was  a  gallant  one. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  January   the  federal  army 
landed  from  the  transports  and  proceeded  to  surround  the  forti- 
fications from  the  land  side.    The  flotilla  of  gunboats  under 
Admiral  Porter  took  position  on  the  river  and  cannonaded  the 
fort  most  furiously  until  dark.    The  investment  was  not  com- 
plete before  10  a.  h.  of  the  11th.    Gen.  Steele's  division,  con- 
taining the  Iowa  troops,  took  position  on  the  extreme  right  of 
the  army.    At  one  o'clock  the  grand  assault  was  to  commence. 
The  gunboats  opened  a  terrific  fire,  soon  followed  by  the  fire  of 
artillery  of  the  entire  right  and  left  wings  of  the  investing 
army.    At  half  past  one,  Hovey's  and  Tha^'er's  brigades,  the 
latter  all  Iowa  men,  and  the  brigades  of  Giles  A.  and  T.  E« 
Smith  charged  over  the  open  ground  to  their  front.    They  were 
supported  by  Blair's  brigade  as  a  reserve,  and  all  advanced  under 
a  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.     In  the  advance  which  was  at 
first  made  in  column   of   regiments,  Gen.  Hovey  and   many 
officers  and  men  were  wounded.     In  the  battle  line,  as  it  now 
deployed,  the  Twenty-sixth  Iowa,  under  Col.  Milo  Smith,  occu- 
pied the  left,  suffered  much  and  did  very  great  execution.    "  No 
officer  or  regiment  behaved  better,  or  did  better  fighting  on  that 
battle  field,  than  Col.  Milo  Smith  and  his  regiment,"  wrote  the 
brigade  commander  to  Gov.  Kirkwood.     "  They  advanced  to  the 
front  under  a  most  galling  fire,"  he  continues,  "  and  in  the  most 
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exposed  part  of  the  field,  and  held  it  till  the  action  was  OTer. 
Col.  Smith  remained  at  his  post  till  carried  wounded  from  the 
field." 

Lieutenants  P.  S.  Hyde  and  J.  S.  Patterson,  with  17  men  of 
the  regiment,  were  killed,  and  98  ofiScers  and  men  were  woundad. 
Among  them  were  Lieut.  James  McDill,  mortally;  Adjt  Thos* 
G.  Ferreby,  Capt.  N.  A.  Merrell  and  Lieutenants  Edward  STeni- 
den  and  W.  R.  Ward.* 

The  Thirtieth  Iowa,  led  by  Lt.-Col.  Torrence,  Col.  Abbot  being 
ill,  was  also  well  advanced  and  warmly  engaged.  It  was  gal* 
lantly  supported  by  the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  under  Col.  Clark, 
while  the  Fourth  and  Ninth  Iowa,  though  under  fire,  were  held 
in  reserve. 

In  Hovey's  brigade  on  the  extreme  right,  the  Twenty-fifth 
Iowa,  under  Col.  Stone,  and  the  Thirty-first  Iowa,  under  Col. 
Smyth,  marched  with  the  Missouri  and  Ohio  regiments  to  the 
assault.  The  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  gallantly  supported  the  SeT- 
enty-siith  Ohio,  and  the  Thirty-first  Iowa  the  Third  Missouri, 
"This  column,"  says  Gen.  Hovey,  "moving  over  open  ground, 
and  in  advance  of  all  others,  drew  the  concentrated  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery  and  rifle  pits."  At  Hovey's  right  flank,  a 
charge  was  ordered  by  the  Third  Missouri,  supported  by  the 
Thirty-first  Iowa,  under  a  galling  cross-fire  of  infantry  and 
artillery.    The  charge  was  gallantly  made,  but  failed. 

At  other  points  along  the  line,  especially  in  front  of  the  divis- 
ion of  A.  J.  Smith,  the  union  troops  were  meeting  with  better 
success.  Smith  had  advanced  with  twelve  regiments,  and  stead- 
ily drove  the  enemy  into  his  intrenchments.  Led  by  Smith 
personally,  the  regiments  advanced  almost  close  enough  to  shake 
hands  with  the  enemy  across  the  rifle  pits.  Burbridge's,  Land- 
rum's  and  Sheldon^s  brigades  dashed  forward  under  a  deadly 
fire  almost  into  the  enemy's  works.  All  along  the  line  the  union 
troops  were  successfully  assaulting. 

At  4:30  o'clock,  and  after  three  hours  of  hard  fighting,  the 
white  flag  was  run  up  on  the  fort,  and  the  loyal  troops  of  the 
Northwest  marched  into  Arkansas  Post.    Five  thousand  pris- 
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oners  and  large  stores  of  arms  and  supplies  were  captured,  and 
200  Rebels  had  beeh  killed  or  wounded.  The  federal  loss  was 
1,061  officers  and  men  killed,  wounded  and  missing.*  Sixty-fiye 
officers  were  wounded,  and  6  killed. 

The  Thirtieth  Iowa  fought  hard  and  lost  severely.  It  lay  in 
one  position  for  three  hours,  successfully  silencing  some  field- 
artillery,  supported  by  musketry  from  rifle  pits.  James  M. 
Smith,  a  private  of  the  Thirtieth,  was  complimented  for  gallan- 
try by  his  commander.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  43  killed 
and  wounded — among  the  latter.  Captains  Creamer  and  Burk, 
and  Lieutenants  Creightou  and  Alexander. 

Col.  Stone,  of  the  Twenty-fifth,  was  complimented  by  Qen, 
Hovey,  as  was  his  regiment,  with  the  exception  of  its  major,  who 
was  accused  of  "  leaving  the  field  in  the  face  of  the  enemy .^^ 
The  loss  of  the  Twenty-fifth  regiment  was  61  killed  and 
woanded,  showing  the  severity  of  the  fighting.  Adjt.  Samuel 
Kirkwood  Clarke,  one  of  the  most  esteemed  young  officers,  was 
mortally  wounded.  Less  wounded  were  Captains  Palmer  and 
Bell,  and  Lieutenants  Stark  and  Orr. 

Gapt  Dan.  H.  Lyons,  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa,  was  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  15  others  were  slightly  wounded. 

THE  YAZOO  PASS  EXPEDITION. 

The  capture  of  Arkansas  Post  had  been  but  an  interlude  in 
the  various  vain  efforts  to  reduce  Vicksburg.  These  efforts  had 
been  by  gunboats,  by  ''  cut  offs,'^  by  bayous,  canals,  and  assaults. 
Many  weary  months  had  passed  with  armies  marching  hither 
and  thither,  trying  this  thing  and  that,  and  yet  Vicksburg  was 
not  ours. 

'Most  unique  and  most  picturesque  of  all  the  vain  attempts  to 
capture  the  coveted  city,  and  with  it  the  key  to  the  mighty 
Father  of  Waters,  was  the  expedition  to  the  ''  Yazoo  Pass." 
Gen.  Orant  cut  the  great  levee  of  the  Mississippi  at  a  point  near 
Helena.t    The  river  was  very  high,  and  shortly  the  low  lands. 
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tMnch  of  tbe  sevenj  labor  of  clHuriiijj  Yazoo  Pass  was  performed  by  the 
Thirty-third  Iowa  Infantry,  and  tli»>  privations  and  fatijfue  of  tlie  labor  will 
be  forgotten  by  the  men  of  that  regiment. 
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the  little  streams,  the  plantations  and  the  woods,  for  a  hundred 
miles,  were  flooded  so  deep  as  to  look  like  a  vast  inland  sea. 
Here  and  there,  high  groand  and  houses  and  tree  tops  stood 
above  the  water,  as  reminders  that  here  in  times  of  peace,  had 
been  the  homes  and  habitations  of  men. 

Grant^s  plan  now  was  to  reach  'the  rear  of  Vicksburg,  trans- 
porting a  small  army  escorted  by  gun  boats  through  the  Yazoo 
Pass,  via  Moon  Lake,  and  thence  down  the  Goldwater  and  Talla- 
hatchie rivers  toward  Yazoo  City  and  Haines  Blu£F,  north  of 
Vicksburg. 

February  24,  under  Qen,  Boss,  seven  gunboats  and  eighteen 
transports,  bearing  soldiers,  many  of  them  from  Iowa,  entered 
the  sea  of  swamp  and  flood  and  forest.  The  descent  into  Moon 
Lake  was  rapid  and  dangerous,  and  the  boats,  loaded  to  the 
water^s  edge  with  the  cheering  soldiers,  dashed  on  and  were 
whirled  about  like  toys.  Slowly  the  little  fleet  now  picked  its  way 
down  the  deepest  streams,  along  bayous  and  swamps,  across 
fields,  wherever  the  obstructions  of  the  forest  trees  might  prove 
the  least. 

It  was  a  strange  spectacle — this  fleet  of  steamers  and  gun- 
boats and  cheering  soldiers  among  the  forests,  swamps  and 
plantations  of  the  Goldwater.  At  night,  the  boats  were  tied  to 
the  trees,  and  the  men  left  their  cracker  boxes,  with  novel 
inscriptions  and  bits  of  canteens  and  broken  swords,  far  up  in 
the  tree  tops.  The  darkeys,  left  on  the  plantations  here  and 
there  above  water,  thought  the  Year  of  Jubilee  had  come. 
Some,  seeing  the  rising  waters,  looked  for  another  flood,  and 
regarded  the  gunboats  as  possible  arks  of  safety. 

At  the  junction  of  the  Tallahatchie  and  the  Yallabusha  rivers 
the  expedition  came  to  a  sudden  halt.  The  Rebels  had  built  a 
fort  and  obstructed  the  stream  with  rafts  so  completely  as  to 
make  further  advance  impossible.  The  gunboats  tried  it  and 
were  badly  crippled.  So  too  did  some  batteries.  The  rebel  posi- 
tion was  too  strong,  and  there  was  nothing  for  Ross  to  do  but 
to  return,  if  he  could.  On  his  way  back  from  the  remarkable 
voyage,  he  met  Gen.  Quinby^s  division,  including  more  Iowa 
troops,  crossing  to  aid  him. 
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Quinby  mwrnnad  eommand,  and  the  expedition  was  sent  for- 
ward again  to  the  rebel  front  It  was  of  no  avail,  and  shortly 
the  whole  command  slowly  steamed  back  through  the  woods  to 
the  Mississippi,  its  commanders  thankf al  that  the  whole  force 
had  been  neither  captured  nor  drowned. 

The  men  of  the  Iowa  regimlBnts,  and  they  included  the  Fifth, 
Tenth,  Seventeenth  and  Thirty-third,  will  never  forget  the  days 
when  they  were  all  mariners  in  the  Yaxoo  Pass,  nor  the  adven- 
tnres  of  a  campaign  the  most  novel  of  the  war. 


:    « 
t 

i. 

r 
1 

* 


,'. 


I, 

9- 


l':ni 


CHAPTER   XVIII. 

IOWA  AT  VICKSBURG. 
May-July,  1863. 

At  last,  Vicksburg's  hour  was  coming.  The  great  Missis- 
sippi river  was  subsiding,  and  the  endless  and  tortuous  bayous, 
creeks  and  lagoons  through  which  Grant^s  army  had  been 
wading  and  swimming  in  mid-winter — they,  too,  were  subsiding, 
and  dry  land  was  to  be  found  about  Vicksburg.  The  army 
infantry  were  to  be  mariners  no  longer.  The  crocodiles  and 
the  alligators  of  the  swamps  and  the  lagoons  were  to  have  a 
rest. 

Gen.  Grant's  army  was  to  be  marched  down  the  west  side  of 
the  Mississippi  to  a  point  below  Vicksburg,  and  there,  under 
the  protection  of  the  gunboats,  cross  over  and  attack  the  rebel 
stronghold  from  the  rear.  Gunboats  and  transports,  manned 
mostly  by  volunteers  from  the  army,  some  of  them  from  Iowa, 
ran  past  the  fierce  line  of  batteries  in  the  night.  That  was  one 
)f  the  great  scenes  of  the  war.     ^^  It  was  a  magnificent  sight,^^ 

i  Gen.  Grant,  "  but  terrible." 

At  ten  o'clock  at  night  on  the  16th  of  April,  eight  gunboats 
md  three  transports,  their  boilers  and  decks  protected  by  bales  of 
cotton  and  thousands  of  sacks  of  grain,  started  on  the  perilous 
andertaking.  Each  vessel  dragged  at  its  side  barges  laden  with 
)ales  of  hay  and  army  supplies,  all  to  be  used  when  the  fleet 
ind  the  army  should  meet  below.  In  the  dark  holds  of  each 
ressel  stood  volunteers,  ready  to  stop  with  cotton  and  boards 
iny  holes  made  in  the  sides  by  the  cannon  balls  of  the  enemy. 
Jen.  Grant,  from  a  tug  in  the  river,  watched  the  brave  men 
tart.    At  a  point  farther  down,  right  opposite  the  batteries  and 

imong  the  swamps,  Gen.  Sherman,  with  a  yawl  and  a  few  sol- 
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dien,  awaited  their  coming,  detennined  to  aid  tlie  wrecked,  if 
ihe  boate  should  aink.  The  upper  leyeea  toward  llilliken^a  Bend 
were  thronged  with  soldiers  eagerly  listening  for  the  shots  that 
would  tell  that  the  danger  was  on. 

Prompt  at  the  signal  from  the  shore,  the  fleet  started  into  the- 
darlpiess,  the  flag  ship  Benton  ahead,  and  the  hmre  Porter  com- 
manding.   Sullenly  and  slowly,  with   lights  hidden,  and  as 

^  quietly  as  possible,  the  boats  drifted  down  the  mighty  rirer. 
Sullenly  they  slipped  along  the  rirer's  bend,  till  suddenly  the 
watchful  pickets  of  the  foe  sent  up  a  burning  rocket,  and  that 
moment  came  the  boom  of  mighty  cannon.  All  the  shore  sud- 
denly biased  with  torches  and  burning  houses.*  Oun  after  gun, 
hattery  after  battery,  let  loose  a  thunder  of  explosions  and 
banting  missiles.  E^ery  boat  in  the  floating  line  was  hit,  and 
the  iron  sides  of  the  gunboats  rattled  and  shirered  with  the 
snrfol  hail  that  struck  them.  The  roaring  cannon,  and  the 
lihdla  bursting  like  balls  of  fire  in  the  ur,  one  of  the  boats  on 

•  flieand  sinking,  and  the  Rebels  running  and  yelling  on  the 
half  lighted  shore,  made  a  terrific  spectacle. 

All  this  time  the  soldiers,  in  the  dark  holds  of  the  boats,  stood 
waiting  with  the  cotton  in  their  hands.    It  took  two  hours  for  the 
boats  to  pass  the  awful  storm  of  all  the  batteries.     What  hours 
tor  the  men  down  in  the  holds!    One  boat  only  was  lost.    The 
fleet  was  below  Yicksburg  and  the  army  could  cross  the  river. 
A  similar  feat  with  the  batteries  at  Grand  Gulf,  and  daylight 
*       of  April  80th  saw  10,000  union  soldiers  landed  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  ready  for  battle.    Other  thousands  were  hurrying 
across,  and  all  now  in  full  view  of  the  amazed  defenders  of  the 
fortii  at  Grand  Gulf.    Only  yesterday,  these  same  forts,  after  an 
awful  bombardment,  had  driven  back  the  federal  gunboats  and 
pievented  a  landing  above  the  position.    That  night  while  they 
were  loading  their  guns  and  preparing  for  the  morrow,  the 
^r  "Yankee''  boats  passed  their  batteries  and  were  now  ferrying 

their  thousands  across  the  river.f 

*T1ie  Rebels  made  boo  fires  and  fired  the  buildings  along  the  levee,  to 
light  op  the  river  and  enable  their  artillery  to  attack  the  gr^mboats. 

t*  When  the  troops  srot  ov(*r  the  river/*  nays  Gen.  Grant,  "  I  felt  a  degree 
of  fdief  scaroelv  ever  equaleil  since/*  •  •  •  «•  i  was  on  dry  ground,  on 
the  same  side  d  the  river  with  the  enemy.** 
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Among  those  thousands  now  marching  on  Yicksburg  from  the 
rear,  were  twenty-nine  regiments  and  batteries  from  Iowa.  It 
was  to  be  another  great  Iowa  victory.  Again  Iowa  troops  were 
to  hold  key  positions,  and  Iowa  blood  was  to  again  seal  her  peo- 
ple's devotion  to  the  Union.  The  honor  to  be  achieved  by  these 
Iowa  regiments,  crossing  over  the  river  on  the  gunboats  that 
bright  morning,  was  not  the  same  to  all.  Some  were  placed  in 
unimportant  or  subordinate  positions — some  in  reserve — some 
were  hurled  into  the  hottest  vortex  of  the  battle;  but,  in  its 
place,  each  and  every  Iowa  regiment  at  Yicksburg  did  its  duty. 
Two  hundred  miles  were  to  be  marched  by  day  and  by  night,  on 
short  rations,  and  five  battles  were  to  be  fought  in  almost  the 
e  number  of  days. 

A  letter  received  by  Grant  from  Gen.  Banks  led  him  to 
change  the  plan  of  his  campaign  the  moment  he  was  over  the 
river.  Banks  was  to  have  co-operated  with  Grant  from  Port 
Hudson;  New  Orleans,  instead  of  Milliken's  Bend,  was  to  have 
been  the  base  of  supply.  Banks  could  not  act  with  the  required 
celerity,  and  Grant,  regardless  of  war  department  wishes, 
abandoned  the  plan,  cut  loose  and  entered  the  enemy's  country 
determined  by  quick  marches  and  fierce  battles  to  whip  the 
rebel  armies  in  detail  and  as  suddenly  march  on  the  fortifications  of 
Yicksburg.  The  plan  was  in  design,  as  in  execution,  Napo- 
leonic. 

PORT  GIBSON. 

The  point  where  the  army  was  mostly  ferried  over  the  river 
was  known  as  Bruinsburg.  McGlernand's  corps,  containing 
several  Iowa  regiments,  marched  in  advance  with  the  Second 
brigade  of  Carr's  division,  commanded  by  Col.  Wm.  Stone, 
ahead.  Stone  had  with  him  in  this  brigade,  the  Twenty-first, 
Twenty-second  and  Twenty-third  Iowa  infantry,  and  the  First 
Iowa  battery.  The  course  was  east,  and  that  midnight  the  head 
of  the  column  struck  the  enemy  eight  miles  from  Port  Gibson.* 

The  Rebels,  8,500  strong,  lay  along  two  roads  running  a  mile 

*It  was  a  Htrangc  comment  on  the  changing  events  of  those  battle  days, 
that  the  ^id»'  who  was  leading  the  advance  of  the  army  that  nifl^t  throagh 
the  woods  and  darkne^is,  was  an  old  negro— a  slave  of  the  neighborhood. 
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apart,  and  on  high  ridges,  back  to  Port  Gibson.  Osterhaus's 
division  was  advanced  on  the  north  road,  and  Garros,  Hovey^s 
and  Rosses  divisions,  including  several  Iowa  regiments,  were 
pushed  against  the  enemy  on  the  southern  road.  There  was  a 
deep,  impassable  ravine  between  the  two  roads,  completely  separ- 
ating the  two  wings  of  the  union  army  and  preventing  co-opera- 
tion. 

At  midnight,  four  companies  of  the  Twenty-first  Iowa,  under 
Lt-Col.  Dunlap  and  Maj.  Van  Anda,  and  a  part  of  the  First 
Iowa  battery,  under  Capt.  Griffiths,  led  as  skirmishers.  Being 
fired  on  in  the  darkness,  the  rest  of  the  Twenty-first,  led  by  Col. 
Merrill,  was  brought  up.  As  the  line  reached  a  little  church  at 
the  roadside,  they  were  met  by  a  tremendous  volley  of  musketry. 

So  commenced  the  first  battle  in  the  new  campaign  for  Vicks* 
burg,  and  the  first  union  volleys  were  fired  by  Iowa  men.  The 
full  Iowa  battery  opened,  as  did  other  field  guns,  in  reply  to 
several  guns  of  the  enemy,  whose  shells  and  balls  and  canister 
crashed  through  the  trees  and  fences  for  an  hour.  Then  a  pause 
came,  and  both  sides  waited  for  daylight. 

With  the  rising  sun,  the  rebel  batteries  again  opened,  and 
their  infantry  sprang  to  the  attack.  The  conflict  was  soon 
raging  along  both  roads,  and  with  success  on  the  union  side  at  the 
right,  though  Osterhaus,  on  the  north  road,  made  little  progress. 
For  hours  the  fighting  was  severe.  Grant,  himself,  came  on  the 
field  at  ten  o'clock,  and  soon  parts  of  Gten.  McPherson^s  corps 
came  forward  to  help. 

By  eleven,  Stone's  brigade  in  the  right  center  had  orders  to 
charge  the  enemy's  lines  in  their  immediate  front.  The  men 
advanced  for  the  purpose  in  double  lines  of  battalions,  through 
a  deep  hollow  whose  sides  were  covered  with  heavy  cane  and 
underbrush.  On  rejiehing  an  open  field  they  delivered  a  fire  so 
steady  and  so  witherinjjj  that  the  enemy  gave  way  and  ran.  The 
union  line  followed  slowlv,  the  Twentv-third  Iowa  in  advance; 
but,  in  anoth»»r  milo  found  the  enemy  heavily  re-enforced  and 
again  awaiting  it.  Again  heavy  fii^htinp:  occurred  in  Stone's 
brigade,  and  the  battle  raj^ed  to  riglit  and  left,  until  the  enemy, 
fairly  d»*featod  on  his  tnvn  ground,  withdrew. 
I.  W.  T.— 14 
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Mcpherson  bad  materially  aided  in  the  victory,  by  getting 
one  of  his  divisions  along  a  difficult  ridge  to  the  enemy's  right 
flank.  The  whole  country  was  ridgea  and  ravines,  cane  brakes 
and  hollowh — "stood  on  edge,"  in  the  worda  of  Gen.  Grant.  It 
was  an  awful  ^ilace  to  fight  in,  and  gave  the  enemy  great  advan- 
tages. 

Col.  Stone,  in  his  report,  complimented  highly  the  leader  of 
the  Twenty-third  Iowa,  Lt.-Col,  Glasgow,  Col.  Merrill  of  the 
Twenty-Grat  Iowa,  Maj.  Atherton,  commanding  the  Twenty- 
second  Iowa,  and  Lieut.  Waterbury  of  the  Twenty-third  Iowa, 
who  acted  aa  aide.  Col.  Stone,  himself,  received  the  warm  com- 
mendations of  the  division  commander.  He  gave  out  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  battle  from  eifaauation,  and  was  succeeded  in 
command  by  Col.  Merrill — but  lived  to  fight  again  and  to 
become  governor  of  the  loyal  state  whose  men  he  bad  been 
leading. 

"  Col.  Merrill,"  says  Gen.  Carr,  "  was  wounded,  and  be  was  the 
first  in  battle  and  the  last  to  leave  the  field."  He  was  the 
second  hero  of  the  day  to  become  a  governor  of  Iowa.  No  regi- 
ment was  truer  or  braver  than  his.  Captains  Jacob  Swivel,  J. 
M.  Harrison,  E.  Boardmau  and  J.  M.  Watson  were  compli- 
mented for  gallantry.  Capt.  Crooke,  with  Co.  B  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Iowa,  was  the  first  to  receive  the  fire  of  the  rebel  pickets. 
Sergeant  Eihst  of  the  regiment  captured  a  rebel  dispatch  bearer. 

The  Twenty-third  Iowa  led  the  brigade  advance  in  the  after- 
noon, fought  gallantly  ajid  lost  more  heavily  than  any  other 
Iowa  regiment  engaged.  It  and  its  gallant  leader,  LL-Col. 
Glasgow,  were  highly  complimented  by  Gen.  Carr,  divisdon 
commander. 

Sergt.  Wm.  R.  Leebart,  of  the  Pint  Iowa  batti-rj-  was 
wounded  and  mentioned  for  gallantry. 

Among  the  wounded  of  tbe  brigade  were  the  brave  Lt.-Col- 
Bunlap  of  the  Twenty-first,  Lieutenants  Wra.  De  Camp,  John 
Francisco,  D.  W,  Hendercon  and  Adjt,  D.  J.  Davis  of  tha 
Twenty-second, and  Capt.  Wm.  R.  HenryandLiout,  D.  P.  BdJ«nl 
of  the  Twenty-third. 

The   Twenty-eighth   Iowa  also   fought    heroically    at    Port 
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McPherson  had  materially  aided  in  the  yictory,  by  getting 
one  of  his  divisions  along  a  difficalt  ridge  to  the  enemy's  right 
flank.  The  whole  country  was  ridges  and  ravines,  cane  brakes 
and  hollows — "stood  on  edge,"  in  the  words  of  Gen.  Grant.  It 
was  an  awful  place  to  fight  in,  and  gave  the  enemy  great  advan- 
tages. 

Col.  Stone,  in  his  report,  complimented  highly  the  leader  of 
the  Twenty-third  Iowa,  Lt-Col.  Glasgow,  Col.  Merrill  of  the 
Twenty-first  Iowa,  Maj.  Atherton,  commanding  the  Twenty^ 
second  Iowa,  and  Lieut.  Waterbury  of  the  Twenty-third  Iowa, 
who  acted  as  aide.  Col.  Stone,  himself,  received  the  warm  com- 
mendations of  the  division  commander.  He  gave  out  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  battle  from  exhaustion,  and  was  succeeded  in 
command  by  Col.  Merrill — but  lived  to  fight  again  and  to 
become  governor  of  the  loyal  state  whose  men  he  had  been 
leading. 

"  Col.  Merrill,"  says  Gen.  Garr,  "  was  wounded,  and  he  was  the 
first  in  battle  and  the  last  to  leave  the  field."  He  was  the 
second  hero  of  the  day  to  become  a  governor  of  Iowa.  No  regi- 
ment was  truer  or  braver  than  his.  Captains  Jacob  Swivel,  J. 
M.  Harrison,  E.  Boardman  and  J.  M.  Watson  were  compli- 
mented for  gallantry.  Capt.  Crooke,  with  Co.  B  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Iowa,  was  the  first  to  receive  the  fire  of  the  rebel  pickets. 
Sergeant  Eihst  of  the  regiment  captured  a  rebel  dispatch  bearer. 

The  Twenty-third  Iowa  led  the  brigade  advance  in  the  after- 
noon, fought  gallantly  and  lost  more  heavily  than  any  other 
Iowa  regiment  engaged.  It  and  its  gallant  leader,  Lt.-Col. 
Glasgow,  were  highly  complimented  by  Gen.  Carr,  division 
commander. 

Sergt.  Wra.  R.  Leebart,  of  the  First  Iowa  battery  was 
wounded  and  mentioned  for  gallantry. 

Among  the  wounded  of  the  brigade  were  the  brave  Lt.-Col. 
Dunlap  of  the  Twenty-first,  Lieutenants  Wm.  De  Camp,  John 
Francisco,  D.  W.  Henderson  and  Adjt.  D.  J.  Davis  of  the 
Twenty-second,  and  Capt.  Wm.  R.  Henry  and  Lieut.  D.  P.  Ballard 
of  the  Twenty-third. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Iowa  also  fought   heroically    at    Port 
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Oibeon,  but  in  another  division  and  farther  to  the  left.  It  was 
their  first  engagement,  but  ^^  they  fought^*  says  Col.  Connell, 
their  commander,  ^^  with  fearless  spirit  and  determination/^  The 
other  Iowa  regiments  present,  the  Fifth,  Tenth  and  others  were 
held  in  reserve  or  participated  but  slightly  in  the  battle. 

The  losses  of  the  Iowa  regiments  were  as  follows:  the 
Twenty-first  Iowa,  17  wounded;  the  Twenty-second  Iowa, 2  killed 
and  13  wounded;  the  Twenty-third  Iowa,  6  killed  and  27 
wounded  and  the  Twenty-eighth  Iowa,  1  killed  and  16  wounded. 

That  evening  Grant's  army  marched  into  Port  Gibson.  The 
first  act  in  the  new  drama  of  Vicksburg  was  finished. 

RAYMOND  AND    JACKSON. 

Port  Gibson  had  proven  an  important  victory  for  Grant,  for 
the  way  toward  Vicksburg  was  now  open,  and  on  ^^dry  land.'' 
The  Rebels  immediately  abandoned  the  strong  post  of  Grand  Gulf, 
with  its  armament  of  heavy  guns  and  batteries,  leaving  Grant's 
left  flank  clear  and  ready  to  advance.  He  determined  to  grasp 
the  advantages  before  him  at  once,  and  to  hurry  his  army  along 
the  Big  Black  river  toward  a  point  half  way  between  Vicksburg 
and  Jackson,  the  state  capital,  where  Gen.  Joseph  £.  Johnston 
was* already  assembling  a  second  rebel  army.  In  this  position, 
Grant  could  strike  right  or  left,  and  whip  the  enemy  in  detail. 

McPher3on's  corps  moved  well  to  the  right,  slightly  in 
advance,  in  the  direction  of  Raymond.  The  rest  of  the  army 
moved  north,  parallel  with  the  Black  river,  and  all  troops  were 
kept  within  supporting  distance. 

To  cover  Jackson  and  to  threaten  Grant's  right  flank,  a  rebel 
force  had  been  advanced  to  Raymond.  On  May  12th,  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  McPherson's  corps  struck  the  videttes 
of  this  force  in  front  of  the  town.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  com- 
manding a  division,  was  in  advance,  and  by  eleven  o'clock,  the 
battle  of  Raymond  was  being  fought.  Quinby's  division,  com- 
manded by  Crocker  of  Iowa,  was  ordered  to  the  front  as  supports. 
It  contained  the  Fifth,  Tenth  and  Seventeenth  Iowa  regiments, 
but  as  the  enemy  gave  way  after  two  hours  hard  fighting,  they 
were  but  little  under  fire. 
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At  five  p.  u.,  McPherson^s  troops  marched  into  Raymond. 
The  enemy  fell  back  on  .Jackson,  toward  which  point  Grant 
suddenly  turned  his  whole  army,  marching  by  nearly  parallel 
roads.  It  was  his  chance,  and  he  saw  it.  The  Rebels  under 
Pemberton  were  marching  out  of  Vicksburg,  expecting  to  be 
attacked  at  Edwards  station.  While  they  were  waiting  6rant*8 
shock  in  line  of  battle,  that  general  was  wheeling  his  di?ia- 
ions  toward  Jackson,  and  on  the  14th,  at  ten  o^clock  ▲.  IL, 
in  the  midst  of  an  awful  thunder  storm,  the  cannon  of  the 
union  army  opened  on  the  capital  of  Mississippi. 

Grant  advanced  on  Jackson  by  two  lines — ^the  right,  under 
Sherman,  from  Mississippi  Springs,  near  Raymond,  and  the  left 
under  McPherson,  marching  from  Clinton.  The  two  lines  were 
uearly  parallel,  but  were  from  three  to  five  miles  apart. 

Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston  was  in  command  of  the  Rebels  in 
bhe  city  in  person,  and  had  about  twenty-five  thousand  men  with 
him.  When  McPherson^s  advance  ran  on  to  the  enemy's  first 
lines  outside  his  fortifications,  a  terrible  rain  was  &lling.  When, 
shortly,  the  fight  opened,  the  shocks  of  thunder  were  so  sudden 
und  explosive  and  so  commingled  with  the  artillery,  the  soldiers 
could  not  tell  the  thunder  from  the  cannon. 

On  McPherson^s  line,  in  Quinby^s  division,  which  was  led  by 
Crocker,  the  Iowa  men  had  the  adyance,  and  the  post  of  honor. 
They  were  the  Fifth,  Tenth  and  Seventeenth  Iowa  .regimentsL 
The  outer  lines  of  the  Rebels  were  some  distance  outside  of  the 
city  and  encircled  it  from  Pearl  river  on  the  north  around  to 
the  same  river  on  the  south.  Crocker^s  division  was  all 
leployed  in  line  of  battle  by  11  A.  x.,  with  John  A.  Logan^s 
troops  as  a  reserve.  Between  the  line  and  the  rebel  works  was 
I  creek,  lined  with  thick  brush  and  willows,  with  an  open  field 
beyond,  and  woods  on  right  and  left.  The  creek  was  quickly 
crossed  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire;  but  at  the  edge  of  the  open 
Seld  that  sloped  up  to  the  rebel  works,  the  line  was  checked. 

Suddenly  the  whole  division  was  ordered  to  charge.    The 

ranee,  under  a  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  was  magnift-        '       '^j 
^ntly  made,  as  the  line  reached  into  the  woods  on  either  handt 
with  its  center   moving  straight  up  through   the  open  fieUL 
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Steidily  fonrArd,  firing  as  they  went,  the  long  line  mored  on^ 
not  heeding  the  withering  fire  that  thinned  their  ranks  at  ereiy 
ToUey.  Half  way  np,  and  the  eharge  so  earnest  alarms  the 
rebel  front  They  yield  and  ran,  learing  their  entrenchmentSi 
their  field  batteries,  and  their  heavy  gnns,  in  the  hands  of  the 
assanlters.    Jackson,  the  capitalt  has  fallen. 

Sherman^s  advance  on  the  right  had  been  easier,  and  a  flank* 
ing  morement  by  Gton.  Tattle  had  forced  the  rebels  there  to 
desert  their  cannon  and  fiy  back  over  the  river. 

In  McPherson^s  advance,  Crocker^s  assaulting  column  had 
tnflered  severely.  The  brave  Seventeenth  Iowa,  in  its  fierce 
ckanre,  lost  80  men,  out  of  only  850  engaged.  It  was  led  by 
OoL  D.  B.  Hillis,  and  its  advance  was  the  first  inside  the  rebel 
works.  Capt  Houston,  though  wounded,  alone  captured  three 
Rebels  and  took  them  with  him  to  the  hospital.  Captains  Hicks 
and  Johnson,  together  with  Lieutenants  Eenderdine,  Skelton, 
Browne,  and  Woodrow  were  all  wounded,  and  Lieut  John  M. 
Inskeep  was  killed.  The  colonel  commended  Lt-Col.  Weyer, 
Woolsey  and  Captains  Cndg,  Houston  and  Walden  for  cool* 
and  duty,  though  the  entire  command  was  conspicuous  for 
«Etreme  gallantry  that  day. 

The  losses  in  the  other  Iowa  regiments  engaged  were  small. 
The  Fifth  lost  but  4  men,  while  the  loss  of  the  Fourth  is  not 
given.  The  Thirty-fifth,  fighting  at  the  right,  lost  2.  Tet  all 
were  in  line,  and  did  their  duty. 

The  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry  was  constantly  on  the  more  at  front 
or  flanks,  and  its  sevice  wa9  yaluable  and  recognized.  '^  It  was 
composed  of  as  good  men,**  said  Gk>v.  Kirkwood,  ^^  as  Iowa  eyer 
sent  to  the  field.** 

When  Grant  rode  into  Jackson  with  Sherman  that  afternoon, 
he  found  thirty-five  pieces  of  cannon,  and  much  public  property 
as  trophies.*  He  was  scarcely  dismounted,  when  he  learned  that 
Pemberton  was  to  march  and  attack  his  rear,  while  Johnston 
should  swing  around  northwest  from  Jackson,  and  the  two 

^On  entering  the  town,  Grant  and  Sherman  looked  into  a  cotton  factory, 
where  the  men  and  women  had  unconcernedly  kept  at  work  during  the 
battie  as  if  nothing  were  happening.  They  were  making  cloth  for  rebsl 
OBiiormt.    That  night  the  buildings  were  burned  down. 
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ittack  and  try  to  destroy  the  anion  army  somewhere  near  Clin- 
on,  fifteen  miles  away.  The  order  was  sent  to  Pemberton  by 
Fohnston,  by  three  different  couriers.      One  of  these  happened 

0  be  a  loyal  man,  and  he  took  the  dispatch  straight  into  the 
'ederal  camp.  Grant  at  once  set  all  his  divisions  in  motion, 
;acing  Yicksburg,  proposing  to  concentrate  in  the  neighborhood 
)t  Bolton,  about  half  way  between  Jackson  and  Yicksburg. 

Pemberton  was  all  at  sea  as  to  Grants  movements  and  was 
limself  not  following  the  orders  of  his  commander.  Defeat  and 
[anger  threatened  every  movement  he  made.  At  last  he  com- 
nenced  to  turn  south  a  little,  to  strike  Grant^s  base  of  supplies 
ind  so  cut  him  off.  But  Grant  had  no  base — ^he  was  loose 
rom  everything.  All  communication  with  the  North  was 
^one.  His  army  slept  in  fields  and  on  roadsides,  and  lived  on 
irhatever  it  could  pick  up  on  the  nearest  plantations.  A  new  kind 
>f  war  had  commenced  and  Pemberton  did  not  know  it.  So  he 
aarched  for  the  base  that  was  not.  Swollen  creeks  and  broken 
bridges  checked  his  movement,  and  at  the  last  moment,  he 
hanged  his  plan  and  started  north  again  to  try  to  join  John- 

9n  at  Clinton,  as  he  had  first  been  ordered  to  do. 

This  movement  brought  on  the  important  and  hard  fought 

•attle  of 

CHAMPION  HILLS. 

May  16, 1863. 

Grant's  divisions  moving  west  from  Jackson  and  in  almost 
irallel  lines,  struck  Pemberton^s  front  well  posted  on  the  high, 
rooded  hills  of  Ghampion^s  farm,  some  twenty-five  miles  east  of 
''icksburg.     It  was  a  strong  position,  and  one  dangerous  to 

sault.  Pemberton  decided  to  fight,  and  possibly  to  settle  the 
.te  of  Yicksburg  among  the  woods,  rocks,  and  ravines  of  this 
)mmanding    position.    The   hill   was   wooded    and  in  many 

ices  stood  very  large  magnolia  trees  in  full  bloom. 

The  day  was  exceedingly  hot,  and  Grant*s  troops,  since  cross- 
[g  the  Mississippi,  had  done  nothing  but  march  and  fight.   Much 

1  the  marching  had  been  done  at  night,  and  every  road  in  the 
^  triangle  of  Port  Gibson,  Jackson  and  Yicksburg,  had  con- 
intly  been  filled  with  marching  soldiers.    The  union  divisions, 
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witiioat  a  baae,  with  the  great  river  behind  them  making  retreat 
impoerible,  and  without  headquarters— cat  off  and  wholly  in  the 
enemy^e  coantry,  were  tramping  wherever  ordered.  Some  were 
foraging  for  food  and  feed,  and  some  harrying  to  coyer 
threatened  points.  The  rebel  army  had  been  doing  much  the 
same  thing  at  the  same  time, — and  now,  in  the  hot  woods  of 
Champion  Hills,  with  empty  stomachs  and  emptier  canteens,  the 
two  armies  met  in  a  decisire  battle. 

It  was  the  16th  of  May.  Horey^s  dirision,  including  two  gal- 
huit  Iowa  regiments,  the  Twenty-fourth  and  the  Twenty-eighth, 
marching  from  Bolton,  was  the  first  to  strike  the  Rebels  on  their 
left  center,  and  bring  on  the  engagement.  Their  position  was 
across  the  road  from  Jackson  to  Vicksburg,  near  to  Champion^s 
hooae.  They  captured  a  battery,  but  could  not  hold  it,  and  were 
hard  pressed  though  desperately  fighting,  when  Logan^s  division, 
and  then  Crocker^s,  with  several  more  Iowa  regiments,  were 
poshed  in  to  their  aid.    Grant  was  at  the  front  in  person. 

When  Hovey^s  division,  with  the  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty- 
eighth  Iowa,  first  entered  the  engagement,  the  fighting  was 
terrific,  as  the  fearful  loss  in  those  regiments  shows.  They 
looght  in  Slack^s  brigade.  The  Twenty-eighth  was  first  at  the 
left,  where  a  determined  flanking  movement  of  the  enemy  was 
deleated^then  at  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  though  once 
overpowered  and  driven  back,  they  rallied  and  helped  to  chase 
the  enemy  from  the  field.  The  regiment  lost  100  men,  mostly 
killed  and  wounded,  and  the  number  severely  and  mortally 
woonded  was  astonishing.  Four  companies  of  the  regiment 
came  out  of  the  fight  without  a  commissioned  officer.  Capt. 
Benj.  F.  Eirby  was  killed,  as  was  Lieut.  John  J.  Legan. 
Ident.  John  Buchanan  lost  a  good  right  arm,  and  many  of  the 
men  died  from  their  wounds.  Ga^t.  John  A.  Staley  was  taken 
prisoner.  '^Of  this  regiment  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Iowa, 
(the  Temperance  regiment)  what  shall  I  say?'^  writes  Gton. 
Hovey.    "  Of  them  the  state  of  Iowa  may  well  be  proud." 

The  Twenty-fourth,  in  the  same  brigade,  fought  like  veterans, 
and  dashed  past  and  over  a  well  defended  rebel  battery.  In  the 
daring  charge  many  brave  officers  and  men    fell,  killed    or 
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rounded.  Among  the  killed  were  Captains  Wm.  Garbee,  Silas 
).  Johnson  and  Lieut.  Ghauncey  Lawrence.  The  gallant  Maj. 
Ud.  Wright  was  wounded,  as  were  Captains  Leander  Clark,  J. 
V.  Martin  and  Lieutenants  S.  J.  McEinley,  J.  G.  One,  and  S.  J. 
)illman.  One  hundred  and  ninety-five  out  of  the  417  who 
ntered  the  fight,  were  killed,  wounded  or  missing.  That  meant 
learly  every  other  man,  and  the  men  of  that  noble  regiment 
rho  90  heroically  gave  life  and  limb  for  their  country  that  day 
^ere  of  Iowa's  best  blood.  Nowhere,  in  all  the  dreadful  four 
ears'  struggle,  was  the  state  of  Iowa  more  honored  by  the  pat- 
iotic  valor  of  its  sons  than  at  Champion  Hills  by  the  Twenty* 
ourth  regiment. 

The  Seventeenth  Iowa  fought  in  Crocker's  division,  Holmes's 
mgade.  Inch  by  inch  this  regiment  drove  the  Alabamians  in 
heir  front  through  woods  and  ravines,  up  hill  and  down  hill, 
e-capturing  the  battery  that  had  been  taken  and  then  lost  in 
he  earlier  part  of  the  fight.  Three  times  in  two  hours  this  Ala- 
bama battery  changed  hands.  In  the  charge  for  these  guns,  the 
leventeenth  also  captured  many  prisoners  and  a  battle  flag. 
*^ive  times  the  Seventeenth  Iowa  charged  the  Rebels  at  Champion 
lills,  and  each  time  under  a  murderous  fire  of  musketry  and 
rtillery.  The  regiment  lost  67  of  its  men  in  the  short  fight. 
Lmong  its  wounded  were  Captains  A.  A.  Stuart,  J.  F.  Walden, 
nd  Lieutenants  Daniel  W.  Tower  and  Jas.  W.  Craig.  Lieut. 
?ower  lost  a  leg.  He,  with  Lieutenants  C.  W.  Woodrow,  Geo. 
ii\r.  Deal,  Sergt.  Swearingen  and  Corp.  A.  S.  Trussel,  who 
aptured  a  flag,  were  all  mentioned  for  great  gallantry.  Lt.-Col. 
Vever,  who  led  in  one  of  the  charges,  and  Adjt.  Woolsey 
rere  also  much  complimented  by  Col.  Hillis  for  bravery.  Both 
lad  their  horses  shot  under  them. 

The  Fifth  and  the  Tenth  Iowa  were  in  Boomer's  brigade  of 
Crocker's  division.  The  Fifth  Iowa  fought  as  desperately  at 
/hampion  Hills  as  any  regiment  on  that  memorable  field.  It 
ntered  the  fight  with  its  division  and  on  the  run,  at  about 
leven  o'clock,  and  under  the  vertical  rays  of  a  boiling  sun 
riie  regiment  had  marched  hard,  and  for  twenty-four  hours  had 
ittle  sleep,  water,  or  food.     It  was  led  to  the  front  by  Lt.-Col. 
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K  8.  Ehunpaoii,  and  in  the  Uoody  bottte  that  followed,  lost  mora 
tim  a  qaartor  ol  the  nnmber  of  its  men  enn^aged.  On  its  right, 
in  the  eame  brigade  (Boomer^s),  were  the  Tenth  Iowa  and  the 
Twisntjr-eizth  Ifinonri,  while  the  Ninety-third  Illinois  stood 
like  a  biasing  rock  on  its  left. 

Jost  as  Crocker^  division,  with  these  and  other  regiments, 
came  np,  Hot^^s  hard  fighting  division,  overpowered,  was 
fldKng  back — its  lines  pushed  oat  of  the  woods  down  the  slope 
owrthe  open,  and  almost  up  to  Champion^s  house.  Disaster 
aaamed  inevitable.  Hundreds  of  wounded  men,  with  faces 
begrimed  with  powder  and  blood,  met  Crocker^s  re-enforcing 
fines  as  they  hurried  into  the  wood.  The  crashing  of  the  mus- 
kstiy  was  simply  appalling.  Such  terrific  salvos  from  infantry 
were  seldom  heard  in  battle. 

A  few  moments  before  the  Fifth  Iowa  started  in  on  the 
doable  quick.  Grant,  the  commander,  rode  up  behind  the  regi- 
nent.*  Grant  was  brave  spite  of  the  bullets  that  were  whizzing 
pat  and  through  the  ranks,  and  though  occasional  men  were 
fldUng  where  they  stood,  the  quiet  and  unassuming  general  dis- 
OKmnted  from  his  bay  mare  and  calmly  leaned  against  the  beast^s 
ahonlder  smoking  a  cigar,  as  seemed  a  necessity  with  him.  It 
was  not  bravado.  In  quiet  tones  he  gave  orders  to  mounted 
aides  who  dashed  off  to  other  parts  of  the  battle  field.  Certainly 
imr  words  were  uttered  by  him,  though  our  position  at  that 
point,  at  that  moment,  seemed  perilous.  Once  a  poor  soldier, 
wounded  and  torn  and  groaning,  was  borne  close  by  him  on  a 
Utter.  A  glance  of  pity  seemed  to  change  his  countenance — but 
for  a  moment,  only.  Then  the  face,  so  apparently  unconcerned 
aa  to  the  dreadful  surroundings,  quietly  turned  to  an  officer 
waiting  near  him.  His  voice  could  not  be  heard.  He  was 
drsasod  in  half  uniform,  wearing  his  generaPs  yellow  belt,  but 
not  his  sword.  His  countenance  seemed  handsomer,  more  business- 
fike  and  more  soldierly  than  in  any  of  his  pictures,  save  that  of 
Ifarshairs.  How  we  all  wished  that  Grant  would  leave  the 
spot,  and  ride  away  from  the  danger.    Tet  spite  of  the  bullets 

*Tbe  writer,  acting  sergeant  major  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  at  the  time, 
haroened  to  be  near  den.  Grant.  He  permits  himself  to  record  some  of  the 
iBeraeiits  of  the  battle  witnessed  by  himeell 
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whizzing  past  our  heads,  how  many  faces  tamed  to  glance  at  him, 
feeling  that  he  was  to  see  the  regiment  of  which  we  were  so 
proud  start  in  on  the  charge.  We  forgot  our  own  danger  in 
our  fears  for  him.  Ah!  many  a  man  of  that  noble  regiment  was 
looking  on  Grant  for  the  last  time. 

"Forward" — the  order  came — "double  quick" — "fix  bayo- 
nets"— and  on  the  brigade  went — over  the  open,  into  the  sloping 
woods  and  ravines,  up  to  the  very  front,  charging  and  yelling  as 
we  ran.  How  we  yelled !  Once  at  the  ridge^s  crest,  in  the  woods, 
the  line  halts,  and  for  an  hour  and  a  half  stands  facing  a  fearful 
musketry,  answering  back  volleys  that  made  the  hills  roar  as  if 
the  elements  were  in  commotion. 

Other  masses  of  Rebels  poured  over  on  to  the  front  of  the  Fifth 
and  Tenth,  when  some  regiments  to  the  left  breaking  away,  and 
cross  fires  reaching  the  left  flank  and  even  rear,  the  line  gave 
way.  It  was  a  fearful  race  in  the  hot  sun ;  and  with  the  hotter  bul- 
lets following,  till  the  men  rallied  in  a  new  line,  protected  by 
batteries.    The  color  bearer  had  fallen,  but  in  the  chase  rear- 

irds  Corp.  Teter  picked  up  the  bullet-ridden  flag.  At  that 
instant,  a  comrade  cried  to  him,  "  Let^s  halt  and  give  them 
another  round."  With  an  oath  the  corporal  lifted  the  flag  in 
air: "  Til  stay  here  so  long  as  a  man  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  will  stay 
by  me," — and  he  waved  it  in  defiance  of  the  increasing  hail  of 
bullets,  and  of  the  fierce  line  of  rebels  advancing  and  yelling: 
"  Kill  those  men — capture  that  flag."  There  the  two  comrades 
stood,  screaming  to  the  powder  begrimed  and  blood  covered 
men,  passing  rearward,  to  stop  and  help  save  the  flag.  A  few 
braved  to  halt  in  the  storm  of  bullets  and  answered  the  rebel  yell 
with  the  crack  of  their  rifles.  Nearer  came  the  yelling  line, 
firing  as  they  ran.  Never  will  the  writer  of  this  forget  that  little 
group  of  men  with  the  flag,  standing  there  in  the  broiling  sun, 
the  rushing,  blood  stained  men,  and  the  bullets  cutting  down 
our  flying  comrades.  It  was  of  no  use.  The  little  group 
guarding  the  flag  also  fell  back,  but  they  took  the  colors  with 
them. 

Farther  back  the  regiment  formed  a  new  line,  from  which  no 
soldier  of  the  Fifth  yielded  a  step  that  day.    The  Rebels  came  on, 
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bot  it  was  to  meet  the  rallied  and  solid  lines  that  coald  not  he 
mofed*  The  men  fired  till  the  last  round  of  ammunition  was 
spent  and  then,  still  holding  the  Rebels  at  bqr,  took  the  cart- 
ridges from  the  bodies  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  shot  them 
into  the  &oes  of  the  now  dismayed  and  retreating  enemy^   It 

by  such  terrible  fighting  that  the  battle  of  Champion  Hills 

won. 

Once,  before  the  line  left  the  front  ridge,  just  when  the  firing 
and  the  roar  of  battle  were  the  greatest,  a  boy,  a  stripling  of 
periiaps  sixteen,  came  running  up  to  the  writer  at  the  left  of  the 
TCgiment  ^  Mj  regiment  is  gone,^^  he  cried,  ^^  my  regiment  has 
lettl  what  shall  I  do?^^  His  face  was  black  with  powder,  and 
his  qres  were  filled  with  tears.  ^^  Stay  here.  Fire  right  here, 
with  us,^*  was  answered  him.  To  the  last  moamt,  tiiat  boy 
stood  in  the  battle  and  loaded  and  fired  his  musket.  When  our 
Kne,  overpowned,  fell  back,  and  the  Bebek  pursued,  I  saw  him 
BO  mofe,  but  after  the  battle  an  officer  of  the  SeTenteenth  Iowa 
ioiind  a  boy  near  the  same  spot,  with  both  legs  sh3t  ofl^  and 


The  trees  where  that  hero  boy  stood  and  fired  so  long  at  the 
left  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  were  filled  with  thousands  of  bullets.  On 
the  sides  of  one  large  oak  the  scars  of  more  than  two  hundred 
baUs  were  counted  that  evening.  Near  by,  Oapt.  S.  B.  Lindsay 
and  Lieut.  Jerome  Darling,  with  many  men  were  killed,  and 
Lieutenants  J.  Limbocker  and  Thompson  were  wounded.  It 
seemed  almost  a  mjrstery  that  any  man  escaped  from  that  line 
alife.  The  loss  of  the  Fifth  was  19  killed  and  75  wounded,  out 
of  only  850  engaged.  Maj.  Marshall,  then  adjutant,  receired 
just  praiae  for  his  gallantry,  as  did  Captains  Lee  and  Pickerell. 

What  the  Fifth  Iowa  had  been  doing  in  that  hot  battle,  that 
had  the  Tenth  Iowa  been  doing  equally  well.  They  were  in  the 
same  brigade  and  fought  together  on  the  same  fierce  line.  They 
tuffered,  besides,  a  severe  enfilading  fire  on  their  flank.  Their 
losses  were  very  great  in  both  officers  and  men,  and  attest  the 
heroism  of  that  brave  regiment.  Thirty-four  were  killed  and 
194  were  wounded.  The  Christian  gentleman  and  the  gallant 
soldier,  Capt.  Poag,  was  shot  dead,  and  lay  there  among  the 
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leaves,  a  bullet  in  his  forehead,  and  his  feefc  to  the  foe.  So,  too, 
fell  Lieutenants  Brown  and  Terry,  while  Captains  Holson, 
Swallow,  Hobson,  Enhn  and  Lusby,  with  Lieutenants  Meekins, 
Wright  and  Gregory,  were  wounded.  It  was  a  sad  day  for  the 
noblje  Tenth  —  so  many  of  its  men  left  dead  on  the  field  of 
battle.  But  to  the  Iowa  regiments  that  battle  field  was  especi- 
ally a  field  of  honor.  The  battle 'was  the  important  one  of  the 
whole  campaign,  and  it  had  been  fought  by  Hovey^s,  Logan^s 
and  Crocker's  divisions,  McClernand's  forces  coming  up  on 
Grant's  left  too  late  to  be  severely  engaged.  Had  McClemand 
been  up  as  promptly  as  others,  Pemberton^s  whole  army  would 
have  been  captured,  as  Logan's  fighting  division  had  flanked  it 
and  well  nigh  cut  it  off  from  all  possible  retreat.  Even  as  it  was, 
Champion  Hills  was  one  of  the  most  complete  union  successes 
of  the  war.  It  was  fought  against  superior  numbers,  and  on  the 
enemy's  chosen  position,  and  without  rifle  pits  or  aids  of  any 
kind.  It  was  a  well  planned,  hard  fought  battle,  and  the  Rebels 
were  fairly  and  terribly  beaten,  with  a  loss  of  24  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, some  3,000  killed  and  wounded,  and  3,000  prisoners.  The 
union  loss  was  2,441. 

By  McClernand's  failure  to  get  his  divisons  into  the  fight  ear- 
lier, more  than  half  the  union  army  was  not  engaged.  Loring^s 
division  of  Rebels  was  cut  off,  only  escaping  capture  by  a  cir-* 
cuitous  and  flying  night  march  southwards,  not  getting  back 
to  Vicksburg  at  all.  Pemberton's  army,  badly  beaten,  fled  that 
evening  to  the  railroad  crossing  of  the  Big  Black  river,  a  few 
miles  nearer  Vicksburg,  closely  pursued  by  the  victorious  troops 
of  Grant's  army. 

BATTLE  OF  BLACK  RIVER   BRIDGE. 
Afay  i7.    1863, 

Before  nine  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  17th,  another 
battle  had  been  fought.  Once  more  Iowa  regiments  were  put 
to  the  post  of  danger  and  once  more  won  a  victory.  « 

Peraljerton  had  thrown  up  breastworks  in  the  open  field, 
nearly  a  mile  east  of  the  river,  and  in  front  of  the  bridge  he  pro- 
posed defending.  These  breastworks,  crossing  a  peninsula 
formed  by  a  big  Ijond  in  the  river,  were  filled  with  rebel  regi- 
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menti  and  field  bafcteriea.  Carr^a  diviaioiit  u^  which  waa  Lawler^a 
brigade,  with  the  Twenty-firat,  Tweiitjr-aecoiid  and  Twenty- 
fehiid  Iowa  regimenta,  came  in  eight  of  the  rebel  worka  at  day- 
light, having  matched  acTeral  hoara  in  the  night  The  aemi- 
drele  of  rebel  breaatworka  was  made  of  cotton  bales  corered 
with  earth — ^the  kind  of  worka  that  were  so  efBactive  against  the 
British  nnder  Packenham,  at  New  Orleans.  Lawler's  brigade 
waa  pat  at  the  extreme  right  of  the  union  line,  its  right  resting 
almoat  on  the  riter,  then  a  high,  rapid  and  tnrbolent  stream. 

The  treeleas  and  open  bottom  across  which  the  rebel  works 
ran,  waa  ao  coyered  by  gans  from  both  sides  of  the  rirer  as  to 
make  an  aasanlt  aeem  impossible.  To  add  to  the  danger,  a  deep, 
■anow  bayon  with  two  feet  of  water  in  it,  stretched  aroand  in 
front  of  the  rebel  breastworks,  serving  as  a  perfect  ditch  or 
ammL  Spite  of  it  all,  Ghrant^s  forces  were  preparing  for  a 
(sneral  aasanlt. 

Aft  that  very  moment,  as  Gton.  Chrant  tella  us,  a  staff  oflSicer 
voda  np,  bringing  from  Halleck  a  peremptory  order  for  Grant  to 
abandon  the  campaign  and  take  his  army  to  Port  Hudson, 
fo  help  Gten.  Banks.  Halleck,  of  course,  knew  nothing  of  the 
neent  victories.  All  communication  with  the  North  had  been 
loat  by  cutting  loose  at  the  Mississippi  river. 

^  I  think  it  is  too  late,^*  said  Grant,  while  the  oflSicer  ezpostu- 
.  lafad  and  felt  that  Halleck^s  order  should  be  obeyed.  The  words 
wers  scarcely  spoken,  when  Grant,  glancing  to  the  right  of  his 
finea,  saw  a  dashing  oflicer  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  leading  his  brig- 
ade to  the  assault.  It  was  Gen.  Lawler  and  the  men  of  the 
Twenty-first,  Twenty-second  and  Twenty-third  Iowa,  and  the 
Skventh  Wisconsin,  rushing  into  a  hailstorm  of  bullets,  in  an 
aasanlt  on  the  works. 

Lawler^s  brigade,  like  the  rest  of  Carres  division,  had  been 
partially  covered  at  the  right  by  a  cluster  of  woods  near  the 
river.  Close  inspection  had  convinced  Lawler  that  by  appear- 
ing from  the  woods  and  pushing  close  along  the  river,  a  sudden 
aasanlt  might  be  made,  and  the  works  entered. 

At  a  given  signal,  the  charge  across  the  open  bottom  and  the 
tU  was  commenced.    '^  It  was,^*  said  Gen.  Grant,  ^^  a  daring 
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movement."  Lawler's  men,  mostly  from  Iowa,  left  the  woods 
with  a  loud  cheer,  and  spite  of  a  terrific  fire  of  musketry  in  their 
faces,  crossed  the  open  bottom  on  a  run,  waded  the  dangerous 
bayous  under  murderous  fire,  and  in  five  minutes  were  inside  the 
enemy's  works.*  The  Twenty-third  Iowa,  led  by  Col.  Kinsman, 
was  in  the  advance.  The  Twenty-first  Iowa  and  the  Eleventh 
Wisconsin  followed.  The  Twenty-second  Iowa,  nearer  the  river, 
moved  close  along  its  banks,  flanked  the  enemy,  and  took  a  great 
number  of  prisoners. 

When  the  assaulting  column,  yelling  and  firing,  reached  the 
ditch  in  front  of  the  rebel  lines,  the  enemy  dropped  their  guns 
and  rushed  for  the  rear.  Some  escaped,  hundreds  were  cut  oS 
by  the  Twenty-second  Iowa  and  captured,  and  scores  jumped 
into  the  river  and  were  drowned  in  their  effort  to  get  across.f 
The  works  and  eighteen  cannon  were  in  possession  of  the 
assaulters.  The  charge  of  Lawler's  brigade  was  one  of  the  bril- 
liant events  of  the  war.  It  cost,  however,  the  life  of  many  a 
gallant  Iowa  man.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  Federals 
were  killed  or  wounded,  and  nearly  all  in  this  assaulting  column. 

The  names  of  the  Twenty-first  and  the  Twenty-third  Iowa 
were  that  morning  written  high  on  the  scroll  of  Iowa's  military 
honor.  With  the  commander  in  chief  and  half  the  army  look- 
ing on,  they  had  successfully  assaulted  a  position  that  might 
have  stood  in  Grant's  path  to  Yicksburg  for  a  month.    Col. 

*  Gen.  Grant,  as  already  stated,  witnessed  the  brilliant  charge  in  person, 
and  there  on  the  battle  field  wrote  the  following  note  in  pencil  on  a  bit  of 
torn  paper.    It  has  never  before  been  printed. 

Mat  17th,  10:30  a.  m. 
**  Dear  Gen  I:  Lawler's  briprade  stormed  the  enemy^s  works  a  few 
minutes  since;  carried  it, capturing  from  2,000  to  3,000  prisoners,  10  gnns,  so 
far  as  heard  from,  and  probably  more  will  be  found.  The  enemy  have  fired 
both  bridges.  A.  J.  Smith  captured  10  guns  this  morning,  with  teams,  men 
and  ammunition.    I  send  you  a  note  from  Col.  Wright.    Tours, 

U.  S.  Grant,  MaJ,  Otn^l,  ^ 
To  Maj.  Gen' I  Sherman,  ComcTg  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

4."Now'8  your  time  to  give  'em  hell,  boys,'*  cried  Gen.  Osterhaus  to 
some  of  his  battery  men,  when  from  another  point  on  the  field  he  saw  the 
success  of  the  charge,  and  noticed  hundreds  of  Rebels  running  back  along 
the  high  tresilework  approaching  the  bridge  at  the  river.  Twentv  cannon 
were  instantly  turned  on  the  tresUework  from  different  points,  and  the  bodie* 
of  scores  of  the  flying  fugitives  were  dashed  to  the  ground  below,  or  into 
the  foaming  river. 
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IRmmftn^of  the  Twenty-third,  brareet  of  the  bravef  and  one  of 
the  etate^e  most  esteemed  o£Bcers,  was  shot  dead.  It  was  a  noble 
life,  sacrificed  on  his  coantry^s  altar.  Capt.  McCray,  and  Lieu- 
tenants S.  6.  Beckwith,  J.  D.  Ewing  and  Washington  Rawlings, 
of  the  same  legiinent,  were  wounded^ — the  first  three  mortally.  < 
The  total  loto  of  the  Twenty-third  in  killed  and  wonnded  in  this 
ehaige  was  87 — a  fearf al  loss  considering  the  number  eng^aged. 

In  this  charge,  too,  fell,  sererely  wounded.  Col.  Merrill  of  the 
Twenty-first  Iowa.  He  fell  at  the  head  of  his  noble  regiment,  in 
the  midst  of  a  shower  of  bullets.  A  braver  man  nerer  rode  into 
battle.  Lt.-Gol.  Dunlap  took  his  place,  and  in  his  report  of  the 
ananlt,  speaks  of  the  great  brarery  of  Ifaj.  S.  6.  Van  Anda,  of 
Captains  Harrison,  Swivel,  Yoorhees,  Watson,  Boardman,  Wilson 
nd  Crooks, — and  Lieutenants  Dolson,  Childs,  Jackson  and  Bob- 
arts.  Acting  Adjt.  Howard  was  shot  down,  mortally  wounded  in 
the  charge.  Lieutenants  Andrew  Y.  McDonald  and  W.  W.  Lyons 
were  wounded.  The  brigade  that  made  this  memorable  assault 
was  composed  of  the  same  troops  that  had  fought  so  well  under 
CoL  Stone,  at  Port  Gibson.  In  their  charge,  they  had  captured 
a  number  greater  than  their  whole  command.  The  loss  of  the 
Twenty-first  in  the  battle  was  83  killed  and  wounded,  out  of 
less  than  800  engaged. 

That  day  and  the  next  night,  Grant's  army  marched  up  close 
to  the  walls  of  Yicksburg.  On  the  same  day,  the  Fourth  Iowa 
cavalry,  under  Col.  Swan,  having  crossed  the  Big  Black  with 
Gen.  Sherman,  was  swung  off  to  the  right  to  reconnoitre  in  the 
direction  of  the  fortifications  at  Haines's  and  Snyder's  Bluffs  on 
the  Yaioo  river.  Advancing  a  few  miles  the  report  came  that 
the  road  and  the  fortifications  were  occupied  by  six  or  seven 
thousand  Rebels.  Col.  Swan  believing  it  imprudent  for  his  small 
force  to  proceed,  at  once  aboat-faced.  Capt.  J.  H.  Peters  of 
Company  B  protested,  and  obtained  permission  to  take  a 
select  company  of  volunteers,  and  proceed  close  to  Fort  Snyder. 
He  went  forward  on  a  quick  gallop,  and  capturing  a  number  of 
Rebels  on  the  way,  appeared  suddenly  at  the  very  entrance  of  the 
rebel  works.  The  rebel  garrison  was  mostly  gone,  and  a  quick 
charge  on  the  guard  left  behind,  and  Peters,  with  his  Iowa  cav- 
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ry^  was  in  the  fort;.  The  fort  oa  Hames^s  Blaff,  evacuated,  was 
taken  possession  of,  and  a  federal  ganboat  happening  to  be 
in  sight  down  the  river,  it  was  signaled  to,  and  the  works  and 
cannon  of  Snyder^s  Bluff  turned  over  to  its  oflBcers.  Capt. 
.Peters  and  his  daring  men  hurried  back  to  Grant^s  army  with 
the  news,  and  daylight  of  the  next  morning  saw  mule  teams 
hauling  supplies  from  the  Yazoo  river  to  the  hungry  soldiers. 
Grant^s  right  wing  now  touched  water  again  and  the  line  to  his 
new  base  of  supplies  on  the  Yazoo  river  was  open.  An  Iowa 
regiment  had  been  the  first  to  march  from  the  Mississippi  river 
below  Grand  GuIf-'-an  Iowa  regiment  was  the  first  to  water  its 
horses  in  the  Yazoo  above  Yicksburg.  The  siege  of  Vicksburg 
had  begun. 

THE  SIEQE. 

Twenty  Iowa  regiments  were  present  at  the  siege  of  Yicks- 
burg. The  same  troops  that  had  sailed  or  wad^  through  end- 
less bayous  and  lagoons — that  had  marched  two  hundred  miles 
in  a  little  over  a  fortnight,  and  fought  and  won  six  battles  in  as 
many  days,  were  now  ready  to  take  Yicksburg  by  siege  or  by 
storm.  The  attempts  to  take  the  city  and  let  free  the  waters  of 
the  Mississippi,  had  already  cost  the  union  army  10,000  men 
killed  or  wounded.  Other  loyal  lives  were  ready  for  the  sacrificev 
and  Grant^s  soldiers  urged  him  to  assault  the  lines  at  once. 

The  morning  of  May  19th  saw  the  union  army  forming  a 
simi-circular  line  outside  the  Yicksburg  fortifications.  Sherman 
held  the  right,  McClemand  the  left,  and  McPherson  the  center. 
The  investment  was  not  quite  complete,  as  there  was  a  gap  on  the 
lett  for  a  few  days,  but  later,  when  that  was  closed,  the  union 
line  was  nearly  eight  miles  long.  Confronting  it,  were  fortifica- 
tions pronounced  by  Gen.  Sherman  to  be  stronger  than  the 
works  of  Sevastopol.  The  soldiers  defending  them  were  reter- 
ans,  and  on  their  own  soil.  Outside  the  line  of  the  investers^ 
the  Rebels,  under  Gien.  Johnston,  were  rapidly  collecting  along 
Black  river  a  second  army  to  attack  Grant^s  rear.  It  was  a  boast 
in  the  South  that  Grant,  blindly  placing  himself  between  these 
two  armies,  was  lost. 
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inprvgnublp  worin  tt  twci  o' 
They  were  bnre  maa  tIh    nti 
miiin  redoubts  wen  tea  fmt  h 
feet  deep,  making  thfl  top        t 
They  were  twenty-fire  fae    thi 
loDit  line,  ma  intnftahnunti 
with  ditches  tma  iaet  de>        0 
oauuoa  defended  thew  Btroi      pt 
■i«ge  guns  and  the  nuny  atroog  I 
rivor.  for  defame  against  the  (      b 
all  hilb,  cans  brnkea  end  c      > 
Rebels  in  making  Ticksburg 
coDtineat.     It  WM  pronounoed  by  Pi 
tsnt  point,  tdo,  in  the  confederacy. 

Grant  belteved  th»t  the  recent  defeata  of  the  Babds  had 
alarmed  tbcin,  moA  that  they  would  ponibly  not  fight  mneh  on 
the  ]9tb.  He  was  miBtaken.  The  aaaanlt  took  place  and  only 
naulted  in  getting  better  and  nearer  positione;  no  work  waa 
taken. 

Sherman's  troops  on  the  right  did  moat  of  the  asaanlting  and 
diii  it  fiercely — planting  flags  on  the  enemy's  parapets  onder  a 
dreadful  tire;  bat  it  was  of  no  use.    They  withdrew  at  dark. 

Huny  of  the  loira  regiments  were  under  fire  that  day,  bat 
tew  jolix'd  in  the  immediate  aasanlt.  The  Fourth,  howerer,  lost 
eonHidi'mbly,  and  daring  the  whole  atege  aome  80*  of  ita  men 
ware  killed  or  woanded.  The  Twelfth  also  lost  a  few.  Capt. 
W.  W.  Warner  was  woanded. 

The  failureon  the  19th  did  not  cool  the  ardor  of  either  sol* 
diem  or  commanders.  The  position  of  Johnston's  army  in  the 
rear  was  beroming  a  terrible  menace.  It  Ticksbo^  coold  be 
taken  by  iL-<iauIt,  the  union  army  could  suddenly  turn  on  John- 
aton  and  destroy  him. 

Ten  oVIuok  of  the   morning  of  the  22d  of  May  was  set  for 
-ilu  second  attempt  to  storm  the  worlcB.     From  daylight  of  that 
ing  till  the  moment  for  the  assault,  every  cannon  of  tha 
.  W.  T.— 15 
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besieging  line  poored  its  thunder  of  shot  and  shell  into  the  forts 
in  front.  Then  the  anion  lines  advanced  from  the  near  ravines 
where  they  had  lain  secreted,  and  long  and  desperately  assaulted 
the  forts  and  the  intrenchments  that  now  blazed  with  rebel 
musketry. 

The  soldiers  of  Iowa  were  in  the  van  of  that  awful  charge. 
They  only,  and  but  few  of  them,  ever  reached  the  inside  of  the 
rebel  forts — and  of  that  few  but  a  handful  came  out  alive. 
There  were  Iowa  regiments  in  almost  every  division  of  the 
investing  line.  At  the  given  signal  85,000  men  had  rushed 
from  cover  to  the  assault.  Such  a  storming  of  fortifications 
had  never  before  been  seen  in  America.  On  the  right,  some  of 
Sherman^s  troops  advanced  under  a  fearful  fire  of  musketiy, 
reached  the  ditches  and  planted  the  union  flag  on  the  parapet 
of  the  fort.  The  enfilading  fire,  however,  was  too  severe  to 
permit  of  progressing  another  inch.  Many  of  the  men  lay 
close  up  to  the  forts,  or  in  the  ditches,  till  night  permitted 
them  to  withdraw. 

Among  the  Iowa  regiments  either  advancing  or  supporting 
under  Sherman  that  day,  were  the  Fourth,  Eighth,  Ninth, 
Twelfth,  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-sixth,  Thirtieth,  Thirty-first  and 
Thirty-fifth.  The  Twenty-fifth  was  on  the  advance  line  and 
gained  the  heights  and  the  ditch,  but  not  the  fort.  Gapt  J.  D. 
Spearman  was  among  the  badly  wounded.  Private  Isaac  Mick^ 
was  mentioned  in  reports  for  special  gallantry  in  canying  an 
order  along  an  exposed  line.  The  regiment  lost  about  SO  in  killed 
and  wounded.  Col.  Charles  H.  Abbott  was  killed  in  the  assault 
while  gallantly  leading  his  Thirtieth  Iowa  through  a  storm  of 
bullets.  Among  the  wounded  of  his  regiment  were  Lieutenants 
S.  J.  Chester,  David  Letner  and  J.  P.  Millikin  (the  latter  two 
mortally),  and  some  60  non-commissoned  officers  and  privates. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Iowa,  led  by  the  gallant  Col.  Milo  Smith, 
had  45  officers  and  men  killed  or  wounded  in  the  two  days 
assaults.  Capt.  A.  D.  Gaston,  Lieutenants  John  W.  Mason, 
Lewis  Rider,  Wm.  M.  Magden  and  N.  W.  Wood  were  all 
wounded,  and  so,  too,  was  the  gallant  Col.  Smith 
Lieut.  Pearson  was  captured. 
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The  Ninih  Iowa,  in  this  dieadfol  aosaalt,  lost  nearly  80  men. 
Seven  offieen  were  killed  or  mortally  wounded,  Tiz.:  Captains 
Kelsqr  and  Washbam,  and  Lieatenants  Martin,  Wilbnm,  Owen, 
Jonas  ^  and  l^yrrell.  Among  the  wounded  were  Captains 
MeSweeney  and  Little,  and  Lieutenants  Sutherland,  Bartholo- 
mew and  Kemery .  To  this  fatal  list  was  to  be  added  another  20 
killed  and  wounded  during  the  siege  or  the  assault  of  the  day 
before.  All  the  color  guard  who  brarely  planted  the  flag  on  the 
enemy's  parapet  were  shot  down.  J.  IL  Elson,  a  color  bearer, 
e^eciaUy  distinguished  himself  for  brarery  in  trying  to  scale 
ilie  woiks,  and  was  shot  in  both  thighs.  The  flag  was  saved  by 
the  eactreme  gallantry  of  Adjt  Granger. 

The  other  Iowa  regiments  were  slightly  engaged,  or  used  in 
rapport.  Lt-Col.  Jenkms  and  Lieut.  James  G.  Dawson  of  the 
Thtrty^first  and  Lieut.  Jas.  G.  Maxwell  of  the  Eighth,  were 
among  the  wounded.  Lieut.  Bobt.  Anderson  of  the  Twenty-first, 
WMkUled. 

At  the  center  of  the  line,  where  McPberson's  troops  were 
eharging  up  to  the  works,  Iowa  was  represented  by  the  Fifth, 
Tenth,  Eleventh,  Thirteenth,  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth  and  Seven- 
teenth regiments.  Some  of  these  were  pushed  forward  as  sup- 
ports — some  were  led  right  up  to  the  rebel  forts  under  an  appal- 
ling fire  of  musketry.  This  was  especially  true  of  the  Fifth  and 
Tenth  Iowa.  These  brave  regiments  not  only  charged  up  in 
fnmt  of  their  own  lines,  but  in  the  afternoon  made  a  second 
anault  in  front  of  McClemand  at  the  left.  They  were  among 
the  reinforcing  regiments  which  Grant  sent  to  the  left  that 
afternoon,  under  the  impression  that  McClemand  had  taken  partf 
of  the  rebel  lines.  That  second  assault  cost  the  Iowa  regiments 
not  only  great  losses  in  killed  and  wounded,  but  the  competent 
eommander  of  the  brigade.  Col.  Boomer,  was  shot  dead.  Adjt. 
Delahoyd  of  the  Tenth  was  wounded  severely,  and  so  too,  was  the 
gallant  Capt.  Head.  The  losses  in  the  Fifth  were  17;  in  the 
Tenth,  18  killed  and  wounded.  Certain  regiments  of  McCler- 
nand^s  wing  of  the  army  had  come  nearer  capturing  the  fortifi- 
cations in  their  front  that  day  than  did  any  others, 

Lawler's  brigade  of  Garros  division,  including  the  Twenty- 
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Srst,  Twenty-second  and  Twenty-third  Iowa  regiments,  charged 
just  south  of  the  Jackson  railroad.*  Benton's  brigade  of  the 
same  division  charged  with  them.  The  principal  fort  in  front 
3f  Lawler  occupied  a  prominent  hill  close  to  the  railroad.  Up 
bhis  hill  the  Twenty-first  and  the  Twenty-second  Iowa  went 
with  a  cheer,  defying  the  hail  storm  of  bullets  that  met  them 
^n  the  way,  and  the  awful  enfilading  fire  from  other  angles  in 
!^he  intrenchments  that  struck  them  just  as  they  reached  the 
^ery  ditch  of  the  fort.  It  was  a  hot,  dangerous  time,  when 
tihirteen  men  of  the  Twenty-second  Iowa,  led  by  Sergt.  Joseph 

Griffiths,  climbed  out  of  the  ditch  over  the  shoulders  of  each 
)ther  and  right  into  the  rebel  fort  Beauregard,  killing  or  dis- 
persing the  enemy  within.  Such  valor  is  seldom  witnessed  in 
cattle.  The  comrades  of  Griffiths  in  piril  were  John  Robb,  M. 
[j.  GlemmoQs,  Alvin  Drummond,  Hezekiah  Drummond,  Wm.  H. 
I^Teedham,  Ezra  L.  Anderson,  Hugh  Sinclair,  N.  C.  Messenger, 
David  Trine,  Wm.  Griffin,  Allen  Cloud,  David  Jordan  and  Rich- 
ird  Arthur.f 

Brave  as  the  deed  was,  it  resulted  in  little.  The  enemy ^s  guns 
io  covered  this  captured  fort  as  to  make  it  untenable.  Spite  of 
;he  heroism  of  the  whole  regiment  that  day,  the  work  was 
-etaken  by  night.  In  the  assault,  many  brave  men  fell.  The 
;otal  loss  of  the  regiment  was  164.  Capt.  James  Robertson  and 
[jieut.  M.  A.  Robb  of  the  Twenty-second  were  killed  while  lead- 
ng  in  the  charge.  Lt.-Col.  Graham  was  captured.  Col.  Stone, 
eading  the  regiment,  was  slightly  wounded,  while  Capt.  John 
9.  Gearkee,  and  Lieutenants  John  Remick  and  Mullins  were 
jeverely  wounded. 

In  this  gallant  charge  the  Twenty-first   Iowa  lost  heavily. 

*I)etache<l  from  its  brit^ado  after  the  chai|^at  Black  River  Brid^re,  to  con- 
luct  prisont^rs  t^  MempliiB.  the  Twenty-third  Iowa  distin^uiRhed  itself  at 
,ho  battle  of  Millikcn's  Bend.  June  7th,  and  then  rejoined  its  brigade  before 
V'icksburK- 

fit  has  been  claimed  by  friends  that  Ser^t.  N.  C.  Messenger,  now  of  Mar- 
ihalltown,  led  the  asoaultin^f  partv  into  the  fort.  Maj.  Atherton,  of  the 
rwcnty-8econ<i  Iowa,  reportinir  the  affair  (page  472,  Adjutant  Greneral's 
•eportfor  l^^G:^).  jjivod  the  ci-edit  to  Griffiths  and  asks  his  promotion  for  the 
>raye  act.  Gov.  Ston«'.  who  was  in  command  of  the  refximont  until 
;vounded,  astjures  the  author  that  Messenger,  not  Griffiths,  entered  the  fort 
ind  earned  the  honors  due  extreme  heroism. 
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Mora  titan  a  handled  of  its  brare  men  ne?er  came  back  with  Uie 
line.  Lt.-Ck>L  Danlap  came  up  jnet  after  the  charge,  and  was 
ahot  dead  while  talking  with  GoL  Stone.  He  had  been  wounded 
at  Port  Gibson,  and  conld  not  keep  up  with  the  line.  His  loss 
WM  seferely  felt.  Maj.  Van  Anda,  Captains  J.  M.  Harrison  and 
D.  GreaTes,  with  Lieutenants  Allan  Adams,  G.  H.  Childs,  Wm. 
A.  Boberis  and  Samnel  Bates  were  wounded — the  last  two 
mortally.    Lieut.  Bates  was  also  captured. 

AU  that  day  the  flags  of  the  TwentyHE»cond  Iowa  and  the 
SefentyHWTenth  Illinois  floated  from  the  parapet  of  that  rebel 
stronghold,  while  the  soldiers  of  Lawler^s  brigade  held  the  ditch 
and  with  hand  grenades  thrown  out  by  the  enemy  conducted  a 
hand  to  hand  contest.*  All  along  Grants  lines,  troops  from 
almost  erery  state  in  the  Northwest,  had  made  terriflc  assaults, 
and  in  different  places  union  flags  were  planted  by  brare  hands 
on  the  parapets  of  rebel  forts.  In  almost  ereiy  regiment  there 
wtte  acts  of  individual  heroism  that  day.  Usually  in  front  of 
the  assaulting  columns,  a  small  band  of  soldiers  would  spring 
ahead  with  ladders  to  throw  over  the  ditch  of  the  fort  In  each 
ease  these  men  were  polunteers^  and  few  of  them  8u*inved  the 
perU  of  their  heroic  deeds.  While  officers  received  promotion 
for  the  gallantry  of  the  day,  these  heroic  volunteer  privates 
found  only  a  shallow  grave. 

In  front  of  one  of  Sherman^s  divisions,  150  brave  men  volun- 
teered in  the  forlorn  hope  of  going  in  advance  with  the  ladders 
to  the  rebel  ditch.  '^  Their  dead  bodies,**  says  an  eye  witness, 
**  soon  obstructed  the  way  ^  Most  of  them  were  killed  within  five 
mikMUes  after  starting.  The  writer  witnessed  a  band  of  these 
heroic  men  with  ladders  advancing  to  the  rebel  ditch  in  front 
of  the  Fifth  and  Tenth  Iowa.  The  men  who  volunteered  to  do 
this  perilous  duty  were  the  bravest  heroes  in  all  Grant's  army. 
Their  names  are  not  of  record,  though  they  deserve  to  be  writ- 
ten on  shafts  of  marble  and  in  letters  of  gold. 

*Tli6  belief  that  Vicksburg  would  have  been  taken  that  day,  had  McCler- 
■ud  promptly  received  stroDger  re -enforcements,  waa  entertained  by  very 
Buuiy  at  the  time  and  by  many  more  since  then.  It  is,  too,  rather  generally 
ooaoeded  that  Gen.  Grant  did  McClernand  injustice  in  relieving  him  from 
command.    President  Lincoln  himself  thought  so  later. 


I  ■ » 
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The  assaults  of  the  22d  of  May,  spite  of  the  heroism  of  the 
irmy,  were  failures.  The  rebel  works  were  too  strong  to  be 
tal    1  by  storm,  and  in  the  darkness  the  lines  were  withdrawn, 

1  the  siege  by  sapping  and  mining  commenced.    In  the  two 
ilts,  more  than  4,000  of  Qrant^s  army  had  been  killed  and 

lunded. 

Now  commenced  a  kind  of  conflict  unique  in  the  history  of 
vearfare.  Every  man  in  the  investing  line  became  an  army 
mgineer.  Day  and  night  the  soldiers  worked  at  digging  narrow, 
ugzag  approaches  to  the  rebel  works.  Intrenchments,  rifle  pits, 
md  dirt  covers  were  made  in  every  conceivable  direction.  When 
utrenchments  were  safe  and  finished,  still  others,  yet  farther  in 
idvance,  were  made,  as  if  by  magic,  in  a  single  night.  Other 
ugzag,  underground  lines  were  made,  and  saps  and  mines  for 
explosion  under  forts.  Every  day  the  regiments,  foot  by  foot, 
^ard  by  yard,  approached  nearer  the  frowning,  strong-armed 
rebel  works.  The  soldiers  burrowed  like  gophers  and  beavers — 
I  spade  in  one  hand  and  a  musket  in  the  other.  The  pickets 
were  not  squads  of  soldiers  only;  whole  regiments  filled  the 
extremely  advanced  trenches  all  the  time,  being  relieved  only  in 
the  night.  These  regiments  poured  a  constant  fire  of  musketry 
into  the  embrasures  and  over  the  parapets  of  the  forts.  Day 
md  night  were  heard  the  ceaseless  firing  and  roar  of  musketry, 
whole  batteries  of  artillery  often  joining  in  the  midnight 
chorus,  while  the  shells  from  the  gunboats  rose  into  the  air  like 
burning  comets  and  fell  into  the  devoted  city.  It  was  a  wonder- 
ful spectacle. 

The  rifle  pits  of  the  two  armies  were  now  so  close  that  the  pickets 
talked  with  each  other  and  nightly  traded  tobacco  for  coffee. 
Sometimes,  as  if  by  sudden  impulse,  a  fierce  bombardment  with 
ill  the  artillery  would  take  place — or  a  mine  beneath  a  fort 
3xplode,  throwing  its  occupants  into  the  air,  while  whole  regi- 
ments would  dash  into  the  fearful  crater  only  to  be  driven  out. 
Forty-two  days  and  forty-two  nights  the  singular  siege  went  on» 
uid  they  were  bold  Rebels  who  dared  to  show  their  heads  in  all 
that  time  above  tlie  parapets  of  their  forts,  or  over  the  sand  bags 
Df  which  they  maile  little  breastworks  outside  the  ditch. 
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IboI*  ths  taif,  tha  nbels  lired  iK  caVM  and  holea  in  th« 
No  other  life  iras  porable,  so  freqoeai  were  the 
n  of  ihot  ud  ebetl  from  the  ganboate  and  the  battwiee, 
f  from  the  rifle  pita  now  right  and«r  the  slopes 
rof  the  forti. 

The  hiatorj  of  one  legimeitt  daring  that  historic  siege  was 
I  almost  the  hkiory  of  aU.  In  front  of  each  the  same  perpetual 
I  akiriniihiBg  hj  d«r  and  by  night  went  on— the  same  sapping 
I  and  miaiag,  the  same  alow  adrancing  on  the  enemy's  works,  the 
■  that  were  scarcely  second  to  battle.  It  was  hard 
[  tat  the  anion  aoldierB  there,  digging  under  the  almost 
[  tan  of  HisBissippi.  The;  lired  in  the  deep  ravines 
c  vl  their  tines,  or  in  their  rifle  pits,  forerer  loading  and 
r  firing  their  moskets.  Once  Got.  Eirkwood  and  his  adjntanU 
I  general,  with  Sorgeon  General  Haghes,  came  down  to  Ttsit 
I  the  boys,  and  were  serenaded  by  a  storm  of  rebel  cannon  balls, 
j  Tboy  male  apeechea  to  the  brave  boya — the  boys  cheered  a  little. 
Land,  divining  what  waa  going  on,  the  Rebels  tamed  their  batter- 
I  iea  on  the  scene. 

Kirkwood  honored  and  loved  the  soldiers.  He  knew  what 
I  their  sacrifices  meant.  He  knew  that  the^  stood  between  the 
I  «tat«  and  destruction — that  there  would  be  no  state,  no  governor, 
DO  liberty,  no  life,  but  for  these  men  in  the  ditches  at  Ticks- 
\  bnrg.  "  The  heroism  of  our  soldiers  has  made  it  a  high  privi< 
I  lege  to  be  a  citizen  of  Iowa,"  said  he.     So  it  had. 

The  forty-two  days  of  fighting,  ban-owing  and  besieging,  were 

drawing  to  a  close.  Meantime,  other  troops  were  added  to  Granf  a 

i  investing  army.     With  them,  came  more  from  Iowa,  until  at  last 

I  the  proud  state  had  thirty  regiments  besieging  Vicksburg,  or 

'   hulpiog  to  keep  back  Joe  Johnston's  army  in  *<he  rear. 

Then  came  that  memorable  day,  that  fete  day  of  a  nation, 

I  that  victory  day — Vicksburg,  Gettysburg,  Helena, — that  dawn- 

!  ingof  new  light  all  over  the  North,  that  ringing  of  bells  from 

With  the  joyous  clangor  of  those  bells,  the  knell 

of  th?  rebel  confederacy  was  sounded.    From  that  4th  of  July, 

I  the  fate  of  the  lost  cause  was  sealed.     Invasion  of  the  Korth 

s  a  thing  no  more  to  be  thought  of — the  confederacy  waa  in 
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Einsman'of  the  Twenty-third,  bravest  of  the  brave,  and  one  of 
the  staters  most  esteemed  officers,  was  shot  dead.  It  was  a  noble 
life,  sacrificed  on  his  country^s  altar.  Capt.  McCray,  and  Lieu- 
tenants S.  G.  Beckwith,  J.  D.  £wing  and  Washington  Rawlings, 
of  the  same  regiment,  were  wounded — the  first  three  mortally. 
The  total  loss  of  the  Twentv-third  in  killed  and  wounded  in  this 
charge  was  87 — a  fearful  loss  considering  the  number  engaged. 

In  this  charge,  too,  fell,  severely  wounded,  Uol.  Merrill  of  the 
Twenty-first  Iowa.  He  fell  at  the  head  of  his  noble  regiment,  in 
the  midst  of  a  shower  of  bullets.  A  braver  man  never  rode  into 
battle.  Lt.-Col.  Dunlap  took  his  place,  and  in  his  report  of  the 
assault,  speak<«  of  the  great  bravery  of  Maj.  S.  G.  Van  Anda,  of 
Captains  Harrison,  Swivel,  Voorhees,  Watson,  Boardman,  Wilson 
and  Crooks, — and  Lieutenants  Dolson,  Childs,  Jackson  and  Rob- 
erts. Acting  Adjt.  Howard  was  shot  down,  mortally  wounded  in 
the  charge.  Lieutenants  Andrew  Y.  McDonald  and  W.  W.  Lyons 
were  wounded.  The  brigade  that  made  this  memorable  assault 
was  composed  of  the  same  troops  that  had  fought  so  well  under 
Col.  Stone,  at  Port  Gibson.  In  their  charge,  they  had  captured 
a  number  greater  than  their  whole  command.  The  loss  of  the 
Twenty-first  in  the  battle  was  83  killed  and  wounded,  out  of 
less  than  300  engaged. 

That  day  and  the  next  night,  Grant's  army  marched  up  close 
to  the  walls  of  Vicksburg.  On  the  same  day,  the  Fourth  Iowa 
cavalry,  under  Col.  Swan,  having  crossed  the  Big  Black  with 
Qen.  Sherman,  was  swung  off  to  the  right  to  reconnoitre  in  the 
direction  of  the  fortifications  at  Haines^s  and  Snyder^s  Bluffs  on 
the  Yazoo  river.  Advancing  a  few  miles  the  report  came  that 
the  road  and  the  fortifications  were  occupied  by  six  or  seven 
thousand  Rebels.  Col.  Swan  believing  it  imprudent  for  his  small 
force  to  proceed,  at  once  about-faced.  Capt.  J.  H.  Peters  of 
Company  B  protested,  and  obtained  permission  to  take  a 
select  company  of  volunteers,  and  proceed  close  to  Fort  Snyder. 
He  went  forward  on  a  quick  gallop,  and  capturing  a  number  of 
Rebels  on  the  way,  appeared  suddenly  at  the  very  entrance  of  the 
rebel  works.  The  rebel  garrison  was  mostly  gone,  and  a  quick 
charge  on  the  guard  left  behind,  and  Peters,  with  his  Iowa  cav- 
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the  morning  of  the  12th  *of  July,  Gen.  Lauman,  in  accordance 
with  orders  of  Gen.  Ord,  who  commanded  at  the  right,  proceeded 
to  move  his  division  farther  to  the  front,  to  be  in  line  with 
Hovey  on  his  left. 

Pugh's  brigade — the  Third  Iowa,  Porty-^rst,  Twenty-eighth 
and  Fifty-third  Illinois  and  Pifth  Ohio  batt^y,  were  ordered  to 
cross  over  the  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  railroad  soath  of  the 
city,  thus  bringing  the  right  nearer  Pearl  rirer.  They  were  a 
mile  from  the  rebel  works,  but  were  at  once  ordered  to  advance, 
dressing  the  troops  up  to  Hovey's  line  on  their  left  In  half  an 
hour  they  came  under  the  rebel  fire.  Their  own  battery  opened, 
but  was  instantly  answered  by  the  guns  from  the  forts.  Gen. 
Lauman  came  up  at  the  end  of  the  first  half  mile,  looked  the 
situation  over,  and  ordered  the  men  to  still  advance.  The  rebel 
pickets  and  their  reserves  were  driven  in,  and  the  advancing  line 
moved  up  in  full  view  of  the  rebel  forts  three  hundred  yards 
away.  The  order  was  ^^  still  to  advance,^^  when  a  terrible  fire 
from  three  rebel  brigades  and  twelve  pieces  of  artillery  was 
opened  on  them. 

No  one  in  the  line  seemed  to  understand  the  reasons  for  such 
a  move.  All  Sherman^s  army  was  there  at  hand.  Was  one 
small  brigade  to  assault  the  works  alone?    There  was  no  demon- 

atidn  right  or  left — no  supports  were  in  sight.  Every  man  in 
that  line  felt  that  he  was  about  to  be  slaughtered — and  for  no 
purpose.  ^*  Forward'^  was  still  the  order,  and  the  brave  men 
advanced  under  the  volleys  of  grape,  canister  and  musketry. 

Steadily  forward  they  went  on  over  the  open  field — climbed 
through  and  over  the  abatis,  only  to  meet  a  merciless  fire. 
Within  seventy-five  yards  of  the  fort,  the  line  halts  and  suffers 
the  coaverging  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry  for  twenty  min- 
utes— an  eternity  in  such  a  place.  At  last,  they  fall  back. 
Their  flag  and  their  banner  they  have  brought  with  them — 
their  dead  and  wounded  are  l^ft  in  a  scorching  sun,  on  the  hot 
battle  field.  No  appeal  by  flag  of  truce  could  induce  the  enemy 
to  permit  our  men  to  care  for  their  hero  comrades  lying  there 
bleeding  and  perishing  for  thirst  in  that  burning  sun.  Almost 
every  other  man  of  the  241  of  the  Third  Iowa  who  entered  that 
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i,  WW  loai,    Gftpt  .1.  L.  Backmaa  wai  killed,  m  were  olao 

liieuMBAatB  B.  W.  Hall,  Joseph  Buckman  and  A.  H.  HcHar- 

v.trie.    Col.  Brown,  LieatenoDts  G.  L.  Anderaon,  Jacob  Aber- 

l.'neUiy  and  Gapt.  Simon  G.  Gearjr  were  all  wounded.    Lieot.  Earle 

ras  takui  priwmer.    The  other  re^mente  suffered  eqnally. 

It  WM  the  Third  lom   infantry's  last  battle.    The  anwai- 

|!nuit«d  and  uncalled  for  as     ilt  looked  like  a  massacre  of  brave 

The  blame -of  the  t  placed  npon  Gten.  Lauman. 

e  wm  at  oqm  reliered  of        »  and  bis  military  career 

AvA.    But  he  was  never     rmit      an  opportooity  of  explana^ 

ion  or  Joatiflcation.    He  i  I  tl       he  had  only  obeyed  the 

EiKrbal  orders  of  Qen.  Ord.    The  tmth,  nearer  than  this,  probably 

r  will  be  known.    That  brare  men's  lires  were  lost  without 

|'»  purpose,  nerer  was  doubted.* 

Jnckson  fell  (or  the  second  time.    Johnston's  army  was  scat- 
[twd  into  the  interior  of  the  South,  while  the  Tictorions  sol- 
%  of  Qenerals  Grant  and  3hennan  retaroed  to  Vickabnrg  to 
ioy  their  honors. 

L  Om^  A.  Stone,  of  Iowa,  witoened  Uii>  terrible  umilt,  and 
-^'h  Laanua  jait  beAm  it  was  mode.  I«aman  anaced  him  that  he 
,  lift  the  orders  of  hia  comuiADder  aoA  mrald  maJte  tiu  amaalt,  co*t 
mifflit.  Stone  felt  oooBdent  that  Laanwn,  imelj  or  not,  was  MtiBr 
Minve  orden. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

THE    BATTLE    OP    HELENA. 
Julif  4,  1863, 

The  4th  of  July,  1883,  was  a  great  battle  day.  Vioksbarg, 
Gettysburg,  Helena,  were  victories  that  told  to  the  world  that  the 
beginning  of  the  end  of  the  war  had  come.  The  importance  of 
the  battle  of  Helena  was  somewhat  obscured  by  the  glory  of  the 
other  great  victories  on  the  same  day.  Nevertheless,  it  was  a 
battle  gallantly  fought  by  western  soldiers  against  great  odds, 
and,  as  a  victory,  was  important  and  complete. 

Helena  is  a  town  in  Arkansas,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  and  about  one  hundred  miles  below  Memphis.  It 
had  been  occupied  by  the  union  troops  ever  since  the  arrival  of 
Gen.  Curtis,  in  July  of  1862,  and  was  well  fortified  by  a  line  of 
four  forts  occupying  prominent  hills  of  the  high  ridge  just  west 
of  the  town.  Inside  of  this  line  of  works,  and  nearer  town, 
stood  a  formidable  redoubt  known  as  Port  Curtis.*  The  outer 
forts  were  known  as  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  running  from  north  to 
southwest.  The  situation  was  well  adapted  for  defense,  as  the 
ridges  where  the  forts  stood  were  high,  rough,  and  broken  by 
nearly  impassable  ravines.  The  roads  leading  into  town  over 
these  ridges  were  blockaded  by  fallen  timber.  Altogether, 
Helena  was  a  bad  place  to  attack,  but  the  fact  did  not  seem  to 
be  very  well  known  by  the  rebel  commander  in  Arkansas. 

While  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  was  going  on,  it  occurred  to  the 
rebel  authorities  at  Richmond  that  a  grand  diversion  could  be 
made  by  the  troops  in  Arkansas,  and  hints  were  given  accord- 
ingly.   "  I  believe  I  can  take  Helena — please  let  me  do  it," 

*The  outer  fort<4  wer^*  open  at  the  rear  and  Fort  Coriis  commanded  them 

all. 

(236) 
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trlc-firaphed  Lt.  Gm.  Holmes  from  IdtUe  Bock  to  his  superior 
commander,  Kirbr  Smitli  on  the  15th  of  Jane,  1863.  Kirby 
Smith  Idadly  nid"yes"  to  the  ardent  reqaest,  "  most  certainly, 
do  it,"  and  hj  the  eTening  of  the  3d  of  Jaly,  Gen.  Holmes  stood 
in  front  ai  the  ridge  and  the  forta  with  some  10,000  men.  He 
had  not  heard  of  what  wu  going  on  at  Yioksbnrg,  and,  eridently, 
h«  had  not  heard  of  what  was  going  on  right  in  front  of 
him,  and  behind  the  forte  on  the  hills. 

Hidaigbt  saw  great  commotion  in  the  camps  at  Helena.  There 
were  not  many  troops  there — a  trifie  over  4,000  only,  bat  the 
liltli^  command  was  rather  glad  that  daylight  wonld  probably 
bring  on  a  battle.  Among  those  soldiers  were  three  regiments 
from  lova — the  Twenty-ninth,  Thirty-third  and  Thirty-sixth 
infantry,  and  the  Third  batter;,  all  waiting  there  in  the  dark- 
ueea  to  add  a  new  leaf  to  the  chaplet  of  Iowa's  military  glory. 
Maj.-Gea.  B.  H.  Prentiss  was  in  command  of  the  post  of  Helena, 
but  the  dtTision  of  troops  was  that  of  Brig.-Gton.  Salomon.  The 
Iowa  triwpa  were  brigaded  together,  with  them  the  Thirty>tbird 
Missouri,  and  commanded  b;  Gol.  Samuel  A.  Bice,  one  of  the 
state's  belt  soldiers  and  an  able  man,  beloved  by  his  troops  as  by 
his  peoplo  at  home.  His  assistant  adjatant  general  was  John  F. 
Lacey,  then  a  rising  young  officer  of  unusual  merit.  As  Gol. 
Bice  was  commanding  the  brigade,  his  own  regiment,  the 
Thirty-third,  was  led  into  the  6ght  by  Lt-Col.  Cyrus  H. 
Mackey.  Col.  Thos.  U.  Benton,  Jr.,  led  the  Twenty-ninth  Iowa, 
and  Col.  C.  W.  Eittredge  the  Thirty-sixth.  The  Iowa  battery, 
doing  splendid  service,  was  commanded  by  Lieut.  M.  C.  Wright. 

Long  before  daylight  of  July  4th,  the  troops  were  in  positions 
assigned  them.  The  Rebels  had  intended  to  surprise  Helena  and 
capture  it  at  daylight.  Some  delay  in  the  march  had  occurred, 
anil  the  surprise  part  failed,  as  Gen.  Prentiss  was  aware  of  the 
whole  inoTement.  The  Thirty-third  Missouri  regiment  was 
distributed  among  the  four  outer  forts  to  man  the  guus,  with  a 
part  of  it  in  reserve  as  sharpshooters.  The  Thirty-third  Iowa 
was  placed  in  the  trenches  on  the  left,  flanhing  and  defending 
Batteries  C  and  D,  while  a  part  of  the  Thirty-sixth  was  in  the 
piU  at  Battery  A  on  the  right.    The  Twenty-ninth  Iowa, 
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with  a  reserve  from  the  Thirty-eixth,  was  sent  in  front  of 
battery  A,  with  its  line  reaching  to  the  Sterling  road. 

Jast  as  day  was  breaking,  a  rebel  column  came  with  a  yell 
against  batteries  G  and  D.  Regiment  after  regiment  was 
hurled  on,  only  to  be  met  by  an  appalling  fire  from  the  well 
defended  forts  and  rifle  pits.  Still  they  came,  and  in  closed 
column,  fighting  desperately.  By  overwhelming  numbers, 
regardless  of  loss,  they  succeed  in  forcing  back  our  lines  at  the 
left,  and  Battery  C  for  a  short  time  is  in  their  hands.  So,  too,  are 
the  rifle  pits  at  Battery  D.  It  is  a  short  time  only,  for  the 
guns  from  four  forts,  including  Gurtis^s,  hurl  a  terrific  fire  of 
grape  and  canister  into  their  ranks,  while  the  rallied  men  of 
the  Thirty-third  Iowa  and  the  Thirty-third  Missouri  drive  them 
back  with  blazing  musketry.  Th$  fort  is  again  ours,  and  with 
it  many  prisoners,  while  the  rough  ground  and  the  tangled 
abatis  are  full  of  dead  and  dying  Rebels. 

While  this  was  going  on  in  the  center,  a  less  determined  con- 
test raged  at  the  right,  near  Batteries  A  and  B,  where  the 
rebel  Gen.  Marmaduke  was  trying  to  force  his  way  in.  It  was 
here  that  the  Twenty-ninth  and  Thirty-sixth  Iowa,  with  the 
Third  Iowa  battery,  won  their  first  laurels  in  battle.  ''  They 
were  cool  and  brave,'*  said  Gol.  Rice,  ^^  and  behaved  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  all  commendation.**  They  were  confronted  by  four 
regiments  of  infantry,  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  batteries.  So 
close  were  the  assaulting  columns,  the  voices  of  their  officers 
could  be  heard  as  they  rallied  their  men  to  the  front.  It  was 
all  in  vain.  Gen.  Holmes  soon  saw  that  his  troops  were  being 
massacred  uselessly.  His  assaulting  columns  at  the  union  right 
had  no  success  at  all.  Price  and  Fagan  on  the  left  had  been 
driven  from  their  captured  positions  with  great  loss.  Price, 
when  he  forced  his  troops  into  Battery  G,  hoped  to  take  Battery 
D  from  the  rear,  and  then  enter  the  town.  But  all  had  failed. 
His  loss  was  very  severe.  The  hills  and  the  ravines  were  full  of 
his  dead  and  wounded.  So  was  it  with  the  column  under  Gten, 
Fagan  in  the  ditches,  at  Battery  D.  His  dead  and  wounded  lay 
everywhere.  "  Price's  charge,  with  his  Missourians,^*  said  Staflf 
Officer  John  F.  Lacey,  who  witnessed  it  all  from  a  height  at  Bat- 
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tery  A,  ^^was  a  terrific  one.  It  was  gallantry  itself,  and  for  a 
little  time  it  looked  as  if  all  were  lost.**  It  was  one  of  the 
great  sights  of  war — "to  one  who  has  no  friend  or  brother  there^ 
Price^s  army  was  good  at  charging  when  the  pinch  came,  jast 
as  it  was  good  on  the  retreat,  and  a  view  of  a  column  of  several 
thousand  of  his  men  storming  a  position  under  a  blaze  of  mus- 
ketry and  artillery,  was  a  rare  but  terrible  sight.'*' 

When  Price  took  Battery  C  in  that  storm  of  bullets,  swarms 
of  his  men,  without  apparent  command  or  order  of  line,  moved  to 
the  assault  of  Fort  Curtis.  Five  24-pounder  siege  guns,  a  32- 
pounder  columbiad  in  Fort  Curtis,  a  roar  of  musketry  from  ral- 
lied infantry  and  the  big  cannon  balls  from  the  gunboat 
"  Tyler  ^^  down  at  the  river,  soon  sent  the  attackers  to  right-about. 
These  were  things  Gen.  Holmes  had  not  counted  on — and  they 
were  very  dangerous  things.  He  had  apparently  never  heard 
of  Fort  Curtis  till  that  moment,  and  did  not  know  that  the 
"  Tyler  "  was  so  uncomfortably  near  in  the  river. 

The  advance  company  that  charged  up  and  hurled  the  Rebels 
out  of  Battery  C  was  led  by  Capt.  John  Baugh  of  Oskaloosa. 
Capt.  Yerger  of  Sigourney  and  his  company  also  charged  in 
driving  the  Rebels  from  the  captured  guns  which  they  had 
not  been  able  to  use — they  having  been  spiked  as  our  line  fell 

back.t 

An  incident  of  great  heroism  was  the  capture  of  five  Rebels  by 
Sergt.  Moore,  Co.  G,  Thirty-third  Iowa.  At  one  point  of  the 
battle  he  found  himst^lf  alone,  at  the  front,  and  menaced  by  five 
of  the  enemy.  Springing  l)ehind  a  stump,  he  brought  his  rifle 
to  bear  on  one  of  them,  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  all.  The 
whole  squad  wilted,  and  were  marched  back  by  the  sergeant  as 
prisoners  of  war. 

There  was  but  one  thin*;  left  for  Lt.-Gen.  Holmes  to  do,  and 
he  did  it.     His  bugle  i<ounded  the  quick  retreat,  and  his  brigades, 


•At  th«  hattle  of  Corinth,  it  waa  th»^  fortune  of  thi»  writor  to  witness  a 
nmilar  chur^f  hy  tJiis  same  K'**neral  and  with  nonio  nt' tlu'so  same  troops. 
rbti  I'esult  was  a.s  (hsa-^trou^  to  the  l)ravo  men  there  as  at  Helena. 

fThit  retaking  of  liattery  C  wa**  on»^  of  the  h»»roic  incidents  not  mentioned 
In  the  reportii,  thou^fh  vouched  fi»r  by  m»*n  lik»'  W.  U.  Cowan  of  the  Thirty- 
third,  who  was  present  :Hid  hims^'lf  wounded  in  the  charge. 
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what  was  left  of  them,  marched  back  to  Little  Rock.  As  Gen. 
Holmes  rode  along  the  dusty  roads  at  the  head  of  his  shattered 
columns  on  that  retreat^  he  must  sometimes  have  thought  of 
that  June  telegram  and  wished  that  he  had  not  asked  Smith  to 
'*  please  let  him  take  Helena.^^  The  conflict  ended  that  day  an 
hour  before  noon,  but  Holmes  had  lost  over  1,500  of  his  com- 
mand and  had  suffered  a  bad  defeat.  The  battle  had  been  under- 
taken as  a  diversion  in  favor  of  Pemberton  at  Yicksburg,  but 
at  the  very  moment  when  Holmes^s  regiments  were  being 
slaughtered  on  the  hills  and  among  the  ravines  of  Helena,  Pem- 
berton^s  army  was  surrendering  its  arms  to  Gen.  Grant. 

The  cannonading  that  tore  Holmes^s  little  army  to  fragments 
that  forenoon  was  so  severe  as  to  be  heard  beyond  Little  Bock,  a 
hundred  miles  away.  All  the  union  troops  behaved  with  great 
gallantry;  notably  so  the  Thirty-third  Missouri  and  the  Thirty- 
third  Iowa.  The  latter  regiment  captured  two  battle  flags  and 
as  many  prisoners  as  it  had  men  in  action.  The  different 
companies  of  this  regiment  were  much  separated  in  the  fight, 
and  were  hurried  about  from  one  point  of  danger  to  another 
under  a  hard  fire.  Lt.-Gol.  Mackey  was  conspicuously  able  tor 
his  task.  His  regiment  lost  25  men  killed,  52  wounded  and  17 
prisoners.  Most  of  the  time  the  enemy  in  his  front  numbered 
three  to  his  one.  Mnj.  H.  D.  Gibson,  Captains  J.  P.  Yerger, 
John  Lofiand  and  L.  W.  Whipple  were  complimented  for  gal- 
lantry, as  was  Lieut.  Cheney  Prouty.  Lieut.  Sharman,  too,  who 
had  been  badly  wounded,  received  notice  for  especial  gallantry. 

Col.  Rice,  on  whose  command  fell  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  and 
who  was  himself  cool  and  efficient,  was  quick  to  recognize  the 
ability  and  bravery  of  his  fellow  officers  and  men.  To  Colonels 
Benton  and  Kittredge  he  gave  special  compliments  for  effi- 
ciency and  bravery,  as  also  to  Lieutenant  Colonels  Mackey,  Pat- 
terson and  Heath,  with  Majors  Gibson,  Van  Beck  and  Shoe- 
maker. His  competent  A.  A.  A.  General,  John  F.  Lacey,  was 
also  mentioned  in  reports.  Neither  did  he  forget  honorable 
mention  of  the  brave  men  of  Kansas,  Indiana  and  Missouri  who 
stood  beside  his  own  brigade  and  by  gallant  fighting  beat  off  the 
attacking  columns. 
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apart,  and  on  high  ridges,  back  to  Port  Gibson.  Osterhaus^s 
division  was  advanced  on  the  north  road,  and  Garros,  Hovey^a 
and  Rosses  divisions,  including  several  Iowa  regiments,  were 
pushed  against  the  enemy  on  the  southern  road.  There  was  a 
deep,  impassable  ravine  between  the  two  roads,  completely  separ- 
ating the  two  wings  of  the  union  army  and  preventing  co-opera- 
tion. 

At  midnight,  four  companies  of  the  Twenty-first  Iowa,  under 
Lt.-Gol.  Dunlap  and  Maj.  Van  Anda,  and  a  part  of  the  First 
Iowa  battery,  under  Capt.  Griffiths,  led  as  skirmishers.  Being 
fired  on  in  the  darkness,  the  rest  of  the  Twenty-first,  led  by  Col. 
Merrill,  was  brought  up.  As  the  line  reached  a  little  church  at 
the  roadside,  they  were  met  by  a  tremendous  volley  of  musketry. 

So  commenced  the  first  battle  in  the  new  campaign  for  Yicks- 
burg,  and  the  first  union  volleys  were  fired  by  Iowa  men.  The 
full  Iowa  battery  opened,  as  did  other  field  guns,  in  reply  to 
several  guns  of  the  enemy,  whose  shells  and  balls  and  canister 
crashed  through  the  trees  and  fences  for  an  hour.  Then  a  pause 
came,  and  both  sides  waited  for  daylight. 

With  the  rising  sun,  the  rebel  batteries  again  opened,  and 
their  infantry  sprang  to  the  attack.  The  conflict  was  soon 
raging  along  both  roads,  and  with  success  on  the  union  side  at  the 
right,  though  Osterhaus,  on  the  north  road,  made  little  progress. 
For  hours  the  fighting  was  severe.  Grant,  himself,  came  on  the 
field  at  ten  o'clock,  and  soon  parts  of  Gen.  McPherson^s  corps 
came  forward  to  help. 

By  eleven,  Stone's  brigade  in  the  right  center  had  orders  to 
charge  the  enemy's  lines  in  their  immediate  front.  The  men 
advanced  for  the  purpose  in  double  lines  of  battalions,  through 
a  deep  hollow  whose  sides  were  covered  with  heavy  cane  and 
underbrush.  On  reaching  an  open  field  they  delivered  a  fire  so 
steady  and  so  withering  that  the  enemy  gave  way  and  ran.  The 
union  line  followed  slowly,  the  Twenty-third  Iowa  in  advance; 
but,  in  another  mile  found  the  enemy  heavily  r<»-enforced  and 
again  awaiting  it.  Again  heuvy  fighting  occurred  in  Stone's 
brigade,  and  the  battle  r.aged  to  right  and  left,  until  the  enemy, 
fairly  defeated  on  his  own  ground,  withdrew. 
I.  W.  T.— 14 
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MePherson  had  materially  aided  in  the  rictory,  by  getting 
one  of  his  divisions  along  a  difficult  ridge  to  the  enemy *s  right 
fianL  The  whole  country  was  ridges  and  ravines,  cane  briakes 
and  hollows — ^'  stood  on  edge/*  in  the  words  of  Gen.  Grant.  It 
was  an  awf  al  place  to  fight  in,  and  gave  the  enemy  great  advan- 
tages. 

Col.  Stone,  in  his  report,  complimented  highly  the  leader  of 
the  Twenty-third  Iowa,  Lt-Gol.  Glasgow,  Col.  Merrill  of  the 
Twenty-first  Iowa,  Maj.  Atherton,  commanding  the  Twenty- 
second  Iowa,  and  Lieut.  Waterbury  of  the  Twenty-third  lowm, 
who  acted  as  aide.  Col.  Stone,  himself,  received  the  warm  com* 
mendations  of  the  division  commander.  He  gave  out  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  battle  from  exhaustion,  and  was  succeeded  in 
command  by  Col.  Merrill — ^but  lived  to  fight  again  and  to 
become  governor  of  the  loyal  state  whose  men  he  had  been 
leading. 

^^  Col.  Merrill,"  says  Qten.  Carr,  ^^  was  wounded,  and  he  was  the 
first  in  battle  and  the  last  to  leave  the  field.^'  He  was  the 
second  hero  of  the  day  to  become  a  governor  of  Iowa.  No  regi- 
ment was  truer  or  braver  than  his.  Captains  Jacob  Swivel,  J. 
M.  Harrison,  E.  Boardman  and  J.  M.  Watson  were  compU- 
mented  for  gallantry.  Capt.  Crooke,  with  Co.  B  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Iowa,  was  the  first  to  receive  the  fire  of  the  rebel  pickets. 
Sergeant  Eihst  of  the  regiment  captured  a  rebel  dispatch  bearer. 

The  Twenty-third  Iowa  led  the  brigade  advance  in  the  after- 
noon, fought  gallantly  and  lost  more  heavily  than  any  other 
Iowa  regiment  engaged.  It  and  its  gallant  leader,  Lt.-Col. 
Glasgow,  were  highly  complimented  by  Qen.  Carr,  division 
commander. 

Sergt.  Wm.  B.  Leebart,  of  the  First  Iowa  battery  was 
wounded  and  mentioned  for  gallantry. 

Among  the  wounded  of  the  brigade  were  the  brave  Lt.-GoL 
Dunlap  of  the  Twenty-first,  Lieutenants  Wm.  De  Camp,  John 
Francisco,  D.  W.  Henderson  and  Adjt  D.  J.  Davis  of  the 
Twenty-second,  and  Capt.  Wm.  B.  Henry  and  Lieut.  D.  P.  Ballard 
of  the  Twenty-third. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Iowa  also  fought   heroically    at    Port 
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Gibson^  bat  in  another  division  and  farther  to  the  left.  It  was 
their  first  engagement,  but  ^^  they  fought*'  says  Col.  Connell, 
their  commander,  ^^  with  fearless  spirit  and  determination/'  The 
other  Iowa  regiments  present,  the  Fifth,  Tenth  and  others  were 
held  in  reserve  or  participated  but  slightly  in  the  battle. 

The  losses  of  the  Iowa  regiments  were  as  follows:  the 
Twenty-first  Iowa,  17  wounded;  the  Twenty-second  Iowa, 2  killed 
and  13  wounded;  the  Twenty-third  Iowa,  6  killed  and  27 
wounded  and  the  Twenty-eighth  Iowa,  1  killed  and  16  wounded. 

That  evening  Grant^s  army  marched  into  Port  Gibson.  The 
first  act  in  the  new  drama  of  Yicksburg  was  finished. 

UATMOND  AND    JACKSON. 

Port  Gibson  had  proven  an  important  victory  for  Grant,  for 
the  way  toward  Yicksburg  was  now  open,  and  on  ^^  dry  land.'' 
The  Rebels  immediately  abandoned  the  strong  post  of  Grand  Gulf, 
with  its  armament  of  heavy  guns  and  batteries,  leaving  Grant's 
left  flank  clear  and  ready  to  advance.  He  determined  to  grasp 
the  advantages  before  him  at  once,  and  to  hurry  his  army  along 
the  Big  Black  river  toward  a  point  half  way  between  Yicksburg 
and  Jackson,  the  state  capital,  where  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston 
was  already  assembling  a  second  rebel  army.  In  this  position. 
Grant  could  strike  right  or  left,  and  whip  the  enemy  in  detail. 

McPherson's  corps  moved  well  to  the  right,  slightly  in 
advance,  in  the  direction  of  Raymond.  The  rest  of  the  army 
moved  north,  parallel  with  the  Black  river,  and  all  troops  were 
kept  within  supporting  distance. 

To  cover  «f ackson  and  to  threaten  Grant's  right  flank,  a  rebel 
force  had  been  advanced  to  Raymond.  On  May  12th,  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  McPherson's  corps  struck  the  videttes 
of  this  force  in  front  of  the  town.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  com- 
manding a  division,  was  in  advance,  and  by  eleven  o'clock,  the 
battle  of  Raymond  was  being  fought.  Quinby's  division,  com- 
manded by  Crocker  of  Iowa,  was  ordered  to  the  front  as  supports. 
It  contained  the  Fifth,  Tenth  and  Seventeenth  Iowa  regiments, 
but  as  the  enemy  gave  way  after  two  hours  hard  fighting,  they 
were  but  little  under  fire. 
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Steadily  forward,  firing  as  they  went,  the  long  line  moved  on, 
not  heeding  the  withering  fire  that  thinned  their  ranks  at  every 
volley.  Half  way  up,  and  the  charge  so  earnest  alarms  the 
rebel  front.  They  yield  and  run,  leaving  their  entrenchments, 
their  field  batteries,  and  their  heavy  guns,  in  the  hands  of  the 
assaulters.    Jackson,  the  capital,  has  fallen. 

Sherman^s  advance  on  the  right  had  been  easier,  and  a  flank- 
ing movement  by  Gen.  Tuttle  had  forced  the  rebels  there  to 
desert  their  cannon  and  fly  back  over  the  river. 

In  McPherson^s  advance,  Grocker^s  assaulting  column  had 
suffered  severely.  The  brave  Seventeenth  Iowa,  in  its  fierce 
charflre,  lost  80  men,  out  of  only  350  engaged.  It  was  led  by 
Col.  D.  B.  Hillis,  and  its  advance  was  the  first  inside  the  rebel 
works.  Gapt.  Houston,  though  wounded,  ^lone  captured  three 
Etebela  and  took  them  with  him  to  the  hospital.  Gaptains  Hicks 
and  Johnson,  together  with  Lieutenants  Kenderdine,  Skelton, 
Browne,  and  Woodrow  were  all  wounded,  and  Lieut.  John  M. 
Inskeep  was  killed.  The  colonel  commended  Lt.-Gol.  Wever, 
Adjt.  Woolaey  and  Gaptains  Graig,  Houston  and  Walden  for  cool- 
ness and  duty,  though  the  entire  command  was  conspicuous  for 
extreme  gallantry  that  day. 

The  losses  in  the  other  Iowa  regiments  engaged  were  small. 
The  Fifth  lost  but  4  men,  while  the  loss  of  the  Fourth  is  not 
given.  The  Thirty-fifth,  fighting  at  the  right,  lost  2.  Yet  all 
were  in  line,  and  did  their  duty. 

The  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry  was  constantly  on  the  move  at  front 
or  flanks,  and  its  sevice  was  valuable  and  recognized.  '^  It  was 
composed  of  as  good  men,"  said  Gov.  Kirk  wood,  ^^  as  Iowa  ever 
sent  to  the  field." 

When  Grant  rode  into  Jackson  with  Sherman  that  afternoon, 
he  found  thirty-five  pieces  of  cannon,  and  much  public  property 
as  trophies.*  He  was  scarcely  dismounted,  when  he  learned  that 
Pemberton  was  to  march  and  attack  his  rear,  while  Johnston 
should  swing  around  northwest  from  Jackson,  and  the  two 

*0n  entering?  the  town.  Grant  and  Sht'nnan  looked  into  a  cotton  factory, 
where  the  men  and  women  had  iincono<^m<;dly  k*'pt  at  work  durinf?  the 
battle  as  if  nothing  were  hap(>enin(f.  They  were  making  cloth  for  rebel 
uniformf.    That  night  the  buildinpfs  were  burned  down. 
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ittack  and  try  to  destroy  the  anion  army  somewhere  near  Clin- 
K)n,  fifteen  miles  away.  The  order  was  sent  to  Pemberton  by 
fohnston,  by  three  di£Perent  couriers.  One  of  these  happened 
K)  be  a  loyal  man,  and  he  took  the  dispatch  straight  into  the 
^ederal  camp.  Grant  at  once  set  all  his  divisions  in  motion, 
ng  Yicksbarg,  proposing  to  concentrate  in  the  neighborhood 
>t  Bolton,  about  half  way  between  Jackson  and  Yicksbarg. 

Pemberton  was  all  at  sea  as  to  Ghrant^s  movements  and  was 
limself  not  following  the  orders  of  his  commander.  Defeat  and 
lai     T  threatened  every  movement  he  made.    At  last  he  com- 

nced  to  turn  south  a  little,  to  strike  Grant^s  base  of  supplies 
ind  so  cut  him  off.  But  Grant  had  no  base — ^he  was  loose 
brom  everything.  All  communication  with  the  North  was 
^ne.  His  army  slept^in  fields  and  on  roadsides,  and  lived  on 
vhatever  it  could  pick  up  on  the  nearest  plantations.  A  new  kind 
)l  war  had  commenced  and  Pemberton  did  not  know  it.  So  he 
narched  for  the  base  that  was  not.  Swollen  creeks  and  broken 
bridges  checked  his  movement,  and  at  the  last  moment,  he  . 
hanged  his  plan  and  started  north  again  to  try  to  join  John- 
ton  at  Clinton,  as  he  had  first  been  ordered  to  do. 

This  movement  brought  on  the  important  and  hard  fought 

tie  of 

CHAMPION  HILLS. 

May  16,  IdSS. 

Grant^s  divisions  moving  west  from  Jackson  and  in  almost 

.rallel  lines,  struck  Pemberton^s  front  well  posted  on  the  high, 
wooded  hills  of  Ghampion^s  farm,  some  twenty-five  miles  east  of 
^icksburg.  It  was  a  strong  position,  and  one  dangerous  to 
ult.  Pemberfcon  decided  to  fight,  and  possibly  to  settle  the 
ate  of  Vicksburg  among  the  woods,  rocks,  and  ravines  of  this 
ommanding  position.  The  hill  was  wooded  and  in  many 
laces  stood  very  large  magnolia  trees  in  full  bloom. 

The  day  was  exceedingly  hot,  and  Grant^s  troops,  since  cross- 

Lg  the  Mississippi,  had  done  nothing  but  march  and  fight.   Much 

f  the  marching  had  been  done  at  night,  and  every  road  in  the 

triangle  of  Port  Gibson,  Jackson  and  Vicksburg,  had  con- 

emtly  been  filled  with  marching  soldiers.    The  union  divisioni, 
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wititomt  a  base,  with  the  gpreat  rirer  behind  them  makinij^  retreat 
imposrible,  and  without  headqaarters— cut  off  and  wholly  in  the 
enemy^s  country,  were  tramping  whererer  ordered.  Some  were 
foraging  for  food  and  feed,  and  some  hurrying  to  <K>ver 
threatened  points.  The  rebel  army  had  been  doing  much  the 
same  thing  at  the  same  time, — and  now,  in  the  hot  woods  of 
Champion  Hills,  with  empty  stomachs  and  emptier  canteens,  the 
two  armies  met  in  a  decisive  battle. 

It  was  the  16th  of  May.  Horey^s  division,  including  two  gal- 
lant Iowa  regiments,  the  Twenty-fourth  and  the  Twenty-eighth, 
marehing  from  Bolton,  was  the  first  to  strike  the  Rebels  on  their 
left  center,  and  bring  on  the  engagement.  Their  position  was 
aoross  the  road  from  Jackson  to  Vicksburg,  near  to  Champion^s 
hooae.  They  captured  a  battery,  but  could  not  hold  it,  and  were 
hard  pressed  though  desperately  fighting,  when  Logan^s  division, 
and  then  Crocker^s,  with  several  more  Iowa  regiments,  were 
poshed  in  to  their  aid.    Qrant  was  at  the  front  in  person. 

When  Hovey's  division,  with  the  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty- 
eighth  Iowa,  first  entered  the  engagement,  the  fighting  was 
terrific,  as  the  fearful  loss  in  those  regiments  shows.  They 
fought  in  Slack^s  brigade.  The  Twenty-eighth  was  first  at  the 
left,  where  a  determined  flanking  movement  of  the  enemy  was 
defeated — then  at  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  though  once 
overpowered  and  driven  back,  they  rallied  and  helped  to  ohase 
the  enemy  from  the  field.  The  regiment  lost  100  men,  mostly 
killed  and  wounded,  and  the  number  severely  and  mortally 
wounded  was  astonishing.  Four  companies  of  the  regiment 
came  out  of  the  fight  without  a  commissioned  officer.  Capt. 
Benj.  F.  Eirby  was  killed,  as  was  Lieut.  John  J.  Legan. 
Lient.  John  Buchauaa  lost  a  good  right  arm,  and  many  of  the 
men  died  from  their  wounds.  Capt.  John  A.  Staley  was  taken 
prisoner.  '^Of  this  regiment  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Iowa, 
(the  Temperance  regiment)  what  shall  I  say?^*  writes  Gten. 
Hovey.    "  Of  them  the  state  of  Iowa  may  well  be  proud." 

The  Twenty-fourth,  in  the  same  brigade,  fought  like  veterans, 
and  dashed  past  and  over  a  well  defended  rebel  battery.  In  the 
daring  charge   many   brave  officers  and  men    fell,   killed    or 


16  IOWA  IN  WAB  TIMB8. 

rounded.    Among  the  killed  were  Captains  Wm.  CSarbee,  Silas 
.  Johnson  and  Lieut.  Ghaaacey  Lawrence.    The  gallant  Maj. 
!d.  Wright  was  wounded,  as  were  Captains  Leander  Clark,  J. 
V.  Martin  and  Lieutenants  S.  J.  McEinley,  J.  C.  Gue,  and  3.  J. 
>illnian.    One  hundred  and  ninety-five  oat  of  the  417  who 
itered  the  fight,  were  killed,  wounded  or  missing.    That  meant 
ly  every  other  man,  and  the  men  of  that  noble  regiment 
rho  so  heroically  gave  life  and  limb  for  their  country  that  day 
ere  of  lowa^s  best  blood.    Nowhere,  in  all  the  dreadful  four 
ears^  struggle,  was  the  state  of  Iowa  more  honored  by  the  pat- 
otic  valor  of  its  sons  than  at  Champion  Hills  by  the  Twenty- 
durth  regiment. 

The  Seventeenth  Iowa  fought  in  Crocker^s  division,  Holmes^s 
brigade.  Inch  by  inch  this  regiment  drove  the  Alabamians  in 
leir  front  through  woods  and  ravines,  up  hill  and  down  hill, 
•-capturing  the  battery  that  had  been  taken  and  then  lost  in 
le  earlier  part  of  the  fight.  Three  times  in  two  hours  this  Aifr- 
aa  battery  changed  hands.  In  the  charge  for  these  guns,  the 
eventeenth  also  captured  many  prisoners  and  a  battle  flag. 
'ive  times  the  Seventeenth  Iowa  charged  the  Rebels  at  Champion 
[ills,  and  each  time  under  a  murderous  fire  of  musketry  and 
tillery.  The  regiment  lost  67  of  its  men  in  the  short  fight, 
.mong  its  wounded  were  Captains  A.  A.  Stuart,  J.  F.  Walden, 
id  Lieutenants  Daniel  W.  Tower  and  Jas.  W.  Craig.  Lieut 
'ower  lost  a  leg.  He,  with  Lieutenants  C.  W.  Woodrow,  G^ 
\r.  Deal,  Sergt.  Swearingen  and  Corp.  A.  S.  Trussel,  who 
iptured  a  flag,  were  all  mentioned  for  great  gallantry.  Lt-Col. 
ITever,  who  led  in  one  of  the  charges,  and  Adjt  Woolsey 
^ere  also  much  complimented  by  CoL  Hillis  for  bravery.  Both 
id  their  horses  shot  under  them. 

The  Fifth  and  the  Tenth  Iowa  were  in  Boomer^s  brigade  of 
rocker's  division.  The  Fifth  Iowa  fought  as  desperately  at 
bampion  Hills  as  any  regiment  on  that  memorable  fleld.  It 
itered  the  fight  with  its  division  and  on  the  run,  at  abont 
even  o'clock,  and  under  the  vertical  rays  of  a  boiling  son 
'he  regiment  had  marched  hard,  and  for  twenty-four  hours  had 
ttle  sleep,  water,  or  food.    It  was  led  to  the  front  by  Lt.-GoL 
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E.  S.  Sampson,  and  in  the  bloody  battle  that  followed,  lost  more 
than  a  quarter  of  the  number  of  its  men  engfliged.  On  its  right, 
in  the  same  brigade  (Boomer^s),  were  the  Tenth  Iowa  and  the 
Twenty-sixth  Missouri,  while  the  Ninety-third  Illinois  stood 
like  a  blazing  rock  on  its  left. 

Just  as  Crocker^s  division,  with  these  and  other  regiments, 
came  up,  Hovey^s  hard  fighting  division,  overpowered,  was 
falling  back — its  lines  pushed  out  of  the  woods  down  the  slope 
over  the  open,  and  almost  up  to  Champion*s  house.  Disaster 
seemed  inevitable.  Hundreds  of  wounded  men,  with  faces 
begrimed  with  powder  and  blood,  met  Crocker's  re-enforcing 
lines  as  they  hurried  into  the  wood.  The  crashing  of  the  mus- 
ketry was  simply  appalling.  Such  terrific  salvos  from  infantry 
were  seldom  heard  in  battle. 

A  few  moments  before  the  Fifth  Iowa  started  in  on  the 
double  quick.  Grant,  the  commander,  rode  up  behind  the  regi- 
ment.* Grant  was  brave  spite  of  the  bullets  that  were  whizzing 
past  and  through  the  ranks,  and  though  occasional  men  were 
fidling  where  they  stood,  the  quiet  and  unassuming  general  dis- 
mounted from  his  bay  mare  and  calmly  leaned  against  the  beast^s 
shoulder  smoking  a  cigar,  as  seemed  a  necessity  with  him.  It 
was  not  bravado.  In  quiet  tones  he  gave  orders  to  mounted 
aides  who  dashed  off  to  other  parts  of  the  battle  field.  Certainly 
few  words  were  uttered  by  him,  though  our  position  at  that 
point,  at  that  moment,  seemed  perilous.  Once  a  poor  soldier, 
wounded  and  torn  and  groaning,  was  borne  close  by  him  on  a 
litter.  A  glance  of  pity  seemed  to  change  his  countenance — but 
for  a  moment,  only.  Then  the  face,  so  apparently  unconcerned 
as  to  the  dreadful  surroundings,  quietly  turned  to  an  officer 
waiting  near  him.  His  voice  could  not  be  heard.  He  was 
dressed  in  half  uniform,  wearing  his  general's  yellow  belt,  but 
not  his  sword.  His  countenance  seemed  handsomer,  more  business- 
like and  mort»  soldierly  than  in  any  of  his  pictures,  save  that  of 
Marshall's.  How  we  all  wish<.Hl  that  Grant  would  leave  the 
spot,  and  ride  away  from  the  dauber.     Yet  spite  of  the  bullets 

•ilie  writer,  actinic  Per^^'cant  iniijor  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  at  the  time, 
happened  to  be  near  G(*n.  (rr.int.  He  permits  himself  to  record  some  of  the 
incidents  of  the  battle  ^^-itnessed  by  himself. 
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lizzing  past  our  heads,  how  many  faces  tamed  to  gknee  at  him, 
leeling  that  he  was  to  see  the  regiment  of  which  we  were  so 

oud  start  in  on  the  charge.  We  forgot  oar  own  danger  in 
mr  fears  for  him.  Ah!  many  a  man  of  that  noble  regiment  was 
ooking  on  Grant  for  the  last  time. 

"  Forward" — the  order  came — "  doable  qaick" — ^'*  fix  bayo- 
lets" — and  on  the  brigade  went — over  the  open,  into  the  sloping 
roods  and  ravines,  ap  to  the  very  front,  charging  and  yelling  as 
we  ran.  How  we  yelled!  Once  at  the  ridge^s  crest,  in  the  woods^ 
he  line  halts,  and  for  an  hour  and  a  half  stands  facing  a  fearfal 
Qusk<  y,  answering  back  volleys  that  made  the  hills  roar  as  if 
e        nts  were  in  commotion. 

(  1  masses  of  Rebels  poured  over  on  to  the  front  of  the  Fifth 
kud  Tenth,  when  some  regiments  to  the  left  breaking  away,  and 
iross  fires  reaching  the  left  flank  and  even  rear,  the  line  gave 
ray.  It  was  a  fearful  race  in  the  hot  sun ;  and  with  the  hotter  buU 
ets  following,  till  the  men  rallied  in  a  new  line,  protected  by 

teries.    The  color  bearer  had  fallen,  but  in  the  chase  rear- 

rds  Corp.  Teter  picked  up  the  bullet-ridden  flag.  At  that 
nstant,  a  comrade  cried  to  him,  '^  Let*s  halt  and  give  them 
mother  round."  With  an  oath  the  corporal  lifted  the  flag  in 
ir:  ^^  Tl\  stay  here  so  long  as  a  man  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  will  stay 
»y  me," — and  he  waved  it  in  defiance  of  the  increasing  hail  of 
mllets,  and  of  the  fierce  line  of  rebels  advancing  and  yelling: 
^  Kill  those  men — capture  that  flag."  There  the  two  comrades 
tood,  screaming  to  the  powder  begrimed  and  blood  covered 
I,  passing  rearward,  to  stop  and  help  save  the  flag.  A  few 
craved  to  halt  in  the  storm  of  bullets  and  answered  the  rebel  yell 
nth  the  crack  of  their  rifles.  Nearer  came  the  yelling  line^ 
iring  as  they  ran.  Never  will  the  writer  of  this  forget  that  little 
;roup  of  men  with  the  flag,  standing  there  in  the  broiling  sun, 
he  rushing,  blood  stained  men,  and  the  bullets  cutting  down 
lur  flying  comrades.  It  was  of  no  use.  The  little  groap 
;uarding  the  flag  also  fell  back,  but  they  took  the  colors  with 

hem. 

Farther  back  the  regiment  formed  a  new  line,  from  which  no 
oldier  of  the  Fifth  yielded  a  step  that  day.    The  Rebels  came  on, 
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but  it  was  to  meet  the  rallied  and  solid  lines  that  could  not  be 
moved.  The  men  fired  till  the  last  round  of  ammunition  was 
spent  and  then,  still  holding  the  Rebels  at  bay,  took  the  cart- 
ridges from  the  bodies  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  shot  them 
into  the  faces  of  the  now  dismayed  and  retreating  enemy.  It 
was  by  such  terrible  fighting  that  the  battle  of  Champion  Hills 
was  won. 

Once,  before  the  line  left  the  front  ridge,  just  when  the  firing 
and  the  roar  of  battle  were  the  greatest,  a  boy,  a  stripling  of 
perhaps  sixteen,  came  running  up  to  the  writer  at  the  left^of  the 
regiment.  "  My  regiment  is  gone,^*  he  cried,  '^  my  regiment  has 
left!  what  shall  I  do?^^  His  face  was  black  with  powder,  and 
his  eyes  were  filled  with  tears.  "  Stay  here.  Fire  right  here, 
with  us,^*  was  answered  him.  To  the  last  moment,  that  boy 
stood  in  the  battle  and  loaded  and  fired  his  musket.  When  our 
line,  overpowered,  fell  back,  and  the  Rebels  pursued,  I  saw  him 
no  more,  but  after  the  battle  an  officer  of  the  Seventeenth  Iowa 
found  a  boy  near  the  same  spot,  with  both  legs  shot  off,  and 
dead. 

The  trees  where  that  hero  boy  stood  and  fired  so  long  at  the 
left  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  were  filled  with  thousands  of  bullets.  On 
the  sides  of  one  large  oak  the  scars  of  more  than  two  hundred 
balls  were  counted  that  evening.  Near  by,  Capt.  S.  B.  Lindsay 
and  Lieut.  Jerome  Darling,  with  many  men  were  killed,  and 
Lieutenants  J.  Limbocker  and  Thompson  were  wounded.  It 
seemed  almost  a  mystery  that  any  man  escaped  from  that  line 
alive.  The  loss  of  the  Fifth  was  19  killed  and  75  wounded,  out 
of  only  350  engaged.  Maj.  Marshall,  then  adjutant,  received 
just  praise  for  his  gallantry,  as  did  Captains  Lee  and  Pickerell. 

What  the  Fifth  Iowa  had  been  doing  in  that  hot  battle,  that 
had  the  Tenth  Iowa  been  doing  equally  well.  They  were  in  the 
same  brigade  and  fought  together  on  the  same  fierce  line.  They 
suffered,  In^sides.  a  seven*  enfilading  fire  on  their  fiank.  Their 
losses  were  v»»ry  jjreat  in  both  officers  and  men,  and  attest  the 
heroism  of  that  l)rave  rej:;i!nent.  Thirty-four  were  killed  and 
124  were  wounded.  The  Christian  gentleman  and  the  gallant 
soldier,  Capt.    Poae,  was  shot  dead,  and  lay  there  among  the 
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whizT-ia^  past  our  heads,  bow  many  faces  turned  to  glance  at  him, 
feeling  tliat  he  was  to  see  the  regiment  of  which  we  were  so 
proud  start  in  on  the  charge.  We  forgot  our  own  danger  in 
our  fears  for  hira.  Ah!  many  a  man  of  that  noble  regiment  was 
looking  on  Grant  for  the  last  time. 

"Forward" — the  order  came — "double  quick" — "fix  bayo- 
nets"— and  on  the  brigade  went — over  the  open,  into  the  sloping 
woods  and  ravines,  up  to  the  very  front,  charging  and  yelling  as 
we  ran.  How  we  yelled!  Once  at  the  ridge's  crest,  in  the  woods. 
the  line  halts,  and  for  an  hour  and  a  half  stands  facing  a  fearful 
musketry,  answering  back  volleys  that  made  the  hills  roar  as  if 
the  elements  were  in  commotion. 

Other  masses  of  Rebels  poured  over  on  to  the  front  of  the  Fifth 
and  Tenth,  when  some  regiments  to  the  left  breaking  away,  aud 
cross  fires  reaching  the  left  flank  and  even  rear,  the  line  giiv.- 
way.  It  was  a  fi'iirf  ul  race  in  the  hot  sun;  and  with  the  hotter  bul- 
lets following,  till  the  men  rallied  in  a  new  line,  protected  by 
batteries.  The  color  bearer  had  fallen,  but  in  the  chase  reai'- 
wards  Corp.  Tetcr  picked  up  the  bullet-ridden  flag.  At  that 
instant,  a  comrade  cried  to  him,  "Let's  halt  and  give  them 
another  round.'  With  an  oath  the  corporal  lifted  the  flag  in 
air:  "I'll  stay  her.'  so  long  as  a  man  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  will  stay 
by  me,"— aud  hi'  waved  it  jii  defiance  of  the  increasing  hail  of 
bullets,  and  of  the  fierce  line  of  rebels  advancing  and  yelling: 
"  Kill  those  men—capture  that  flag."  There  the  two  comrades 
stood,  screaminj;  to  the  powder  begrimed  and  blood  covered 
men,  passing  rearward,  to  stop  mid  help  save  the  flag.  A  few 
bravi'd  to  halt  in  the  storm  of  bullets  and  answered  the  rebel  yell 
with  till'  iTai'k  of  their  rifles.  Nearer  came  the  yelling  line, 
tiring  a-;  tiny  ran.  Never  will  the  writer  of  this  forget  that  little 
gioii[>  of  men  with  the  flag,  standing  there  in  the  broiling  sun, 
thi' rii-liiiig,  l)li)od  stained  men.  and  the  bullets  cutting  down 
our  flying  lonir^iii'-s.  U  was  of  no  use.  The  little  group 
guarding  tlii>  tl;i<:  nUri  fell  back,  but  they  took  the  colors  with 
them. 

Farthii-  bat  k  the  regiment  formed  a  new  line,  from  which  no 
soldier  ui'  the  I'iftli  yielded  astep  that  day.    The  Rebels  came  oh, 
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mente  and  field  bafcteriecu  Carr*8  divisioii,  in  which  was  LawWs 
brigade,  with  the  Twenty-first,  Twentynsecond  and  Twenty- 
third  Iowa  regiments,  came  in  sight  of  the  rebel  works  at  day- 
light, having  marched  several  hoars  in  the  night.  The  semi- 
eircle  of  rebel  breastworks  was  made  of  cotton  bales  covered 
with  earth — the  kind  of  works  that  were  so  effective  against  the 
British  under  Packenham,  at  New  Orleans.  Lawler^s  brigade 
was  pat  at  the  extreme  right  of  the  union  line,  its  right  resting 
almost  on  the  river,  then  a  high,  rapid  and  turbulent  stream. 

The  treeless  and  open  bottom  across  which  the  rebel  works 
ran,  was  so  covered  by  guns  from  both  sides  of  the  river  as  to 
make  an  assanlt  seem  impossible.  To  add  to  the  danger,  a  deep, 
narrow  bayou  with  two  feet  of  water  in  it,  stretched  around  in 
front  of  the  rebel  breastworks,  serving  as  a  perfect  ditch  or 
moat  Spite  of  it  all,  Grant^s  forces  were  preparing  for  a 
general  assault. 

At  that  very  moment,  as  G^n.  Grant  tells  us,  a  staff  officer 
vode  up,  bringing  from  Halleck  a  peremptory  order  for  Grant  to 
abandon  the  campaign  and  take  his  army  to  Port  Hudson, 
to  help  Qen.  Banks.  Halleck,  of  course,  knew  nothing  of  the 
recent  victories.  All  communication  with  the  North  had  been 
lost  by  cutting  loose  at  the  Mississippi  river. 

^  I  think  it  is  too  late,"  said  Grant,  while  the  officer  expostu- 
lated and  felt  that  Halleck's  order  should  be  obeyed.  The  words 
were  scarcely  spoken,  when  Grant,  glancing  to  the  right  of  his 
lines,  saw  a  dashing  officer  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  leading  his  brig- 
ade to  the  assault.  It  was  Gen.  Lawlerand  the  men  of  the 
Twenty-first.  Twentynsecond  and  Twenty-third  Iowa,  and  the 
Eleventh  Wisconsin,  rushing  into  a  hailstorm  of  bullets,  in  an 
assault  on  the  works. 

Lawler's  brigade,  like  the  rest  of  Carr's  division,  had  been 
partially  covered  at  the  right  by  a  cluster  of  woods  near  the 
river.  Close  inspection  had  convinced  Lawler  that  by  appear- 
ing from  the  woods  and  pushing  close  along  the  river,  a  sudden 
lult  might  be  made,  and  the  works  entered. 

At  a  given  signal,  the  charge  across  the  open  bottom  and  the 
ittlt  was  commenced.    "'  It  was,"  said  Gen.  Grant,  *^  a  daring 
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leaves,  a  bullet  in  his  forehead,  and  his  feet  to  the  foe.  So,  too, 
fell  Lieutenants  Brown  and  Terry,  while  Captains  Holson, 
Swallow,  Hobson,  Kuhn  and  Lusby,  with  Lieutenants  Meekins, 
Wriglit  and  Gregory,  were  wounded.  It  was  a  sad  day  for  the 
noble  Tenth — so  many  of  ita  men  left  dead  on  the  field  of 
battle.  But  to  the  Iowa  regiments  that  battie  field  was  especi- 
ally a  field  of  honor.  The  battle  was  the  important  one  of  the 
whole  campaign,  and  it  had  been  fought  by  Hovey's,  Logan's 
and  Crocker's  divisiona,  McClemandV  forces  coming  up  on 
Grant's  left  too  late  to  be  severely  engaged.  Had  McCternaud 
been  up  as  promptly  as  others,  Pembertoa's  whole  army  would 
have  been  captured,  as  Logan's  fighting  division  had  flanked  it 
and  well  nigh  cut  it  off  from  all  possible  retreat  Even  aa  it  was. 
Champion  Hills  was  one  of  the  most  complete  union  auccesaes 
of  the  war.  It  was  fought  against  superior  numbers,  and  on  the 
euemy'::>  chosen  position,  and  without  rifle  pits  or  aida  of  any 
kind.  It  w:ls  a  well  planned,  hard  fought  battle,  and  the  Rebels 
were  fairly  and  terribly  beaten,  with  a  loss  of  2i  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, some  3,000  killed  and  wounded,  and  3,000  prisoners.  The 
union  los3  was  ^,411. 

By  McCleniaiid's  failure  to  get  bis  diTisons  into  the  fight  ear- 
lier, more  than  half  the  union  army  was  not  engaged.  Loring'a 
division  uf  ilebi-ls  was  cut  off,  only  eacapiog  capture  by  a  cir- 
cuitous and  flying  night  march  aoothwarda,  not  getting  back 
to  Viuksburg  at  all.  Pemberton's  army,  badly  beaten,  fled  that 
evening  to  the  railroad  crossing  of  the  Big  Black  river,  a  few 
miles  nearer  Vicksburg,  closely  punned  by  the  victorious  troops 
of  Grant's  army. 

ilAlTLE  OF  BLACK  BITER  BEIDGE. 

May  17,    1863. 

Before   nine   o'clock   of   the   momibg  of  the  17th,  another 

b:itile  had  been  fought.    Once  more  Iowa  raiments  were  put 

to  llie  jKjst  of  (lauger  and  once  more  won  a  victory. 

Penilierti'ii  had  thrown  up  breastworks  in  the  open  field. 
nearly  a  inili>  tM-^t  lyf  the  river,  and  in  front  of  the  bridge  be  pro- 
posed ilef-'uding.  These  breastworks,  crost^ing  a  peninsula 
formal  by  a  big  bi'nd  in  the  river,  were  filled   with  rebel  regi- 
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ments  and  field  batteries.  Carres  division,  in  which  was  Lawler^s 
brigade,  with  the  Twenty-first,  Twenty-second  and  Twenty- 
third  Iowa  regiments,  came  in  sight  of  the  rebel  works  at  day- 
light, having  marched  several  hours  in  the  night.  The  semi- 
circle of  rebel  breastworks  was  made  of  cotton  bales  covered 
with  earth — the  kind  of  works  that  were  so  effective  against  the 
British  under  Packenham,  at  New  Orleans.  Lawler^s  brigade 
was  put  at  the  extreme  right  of  the  union  line,  its  right  resting 
almost  on  the  river,  then  a  high,  rapid  and  turbulent  stream. 

The  treeless  and  open  bottom  across  which  the  rebel  works 
ran,  was  so  covered  by  guns  from  both  sides  of  the  river  as  to 
make  an  assault  seem  impossible.  To  add  to  the  danger,  a  deep, 
narrow  bayou  with  two  feet  of  water  in  it,  stretched  around  in 
front  of  the  rebel  breastworks,  serving  as  a  perfect  ditch  or 
moat.  Spite  of  it  all,  Grant*s  forces  were  preparing  for  a 
general  assault. 

At  that  very  moment,  as  G^n.  Grant  tells  ns,  a  staff  officer 
rode  up,  bringing  from  flalleck  a  peremptory  order  for  Grant  to 
abandon  the  campaign  and  take  his  army  to  Port  Hudson, 
to  help  Gen.  Banks.  Halleck,  of  course,  knew  nothing  of  the 
recent  victories.  All  communication  with  the  North  had  been 
lost  by  cutting  loose  at  the  Mississippi  river. 

'^  I  think  it  is  too  late,*^  said  Grant,  while  the  officer  expostu- 
lated and  felt  that  Halleck's  order  should  be  obeyed.  The  words 
were  scarcely  spoken,  when  Grant,  glancing  to  the  right  of  his 
lines,  saw  a  dashing  officer  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  leading  his  brig- 
ade to  the  assault.  It  was  Gen.  Lawler  and  the  men  of  the 
Twenty-first,  Twenty-second  and  Twenty-third  Iowa,  and  the 
Eleventh  Wisconsin,  rushing  into  a  hailstorm  of  bullets,  in  an 
assault  on  the  works. 

Lawler's  brigade,  like  the  rest  of  Carr's  division,  had  been 
partially  covered  at  the  right  by  a  cluster  of  woods  near  the 
river.  Close  inspection  had  convinced  Lawler  that  by  appear- 
ing from  the  woods  and  pushing  close  along  the  river,  a  sudden 
assault  might  be  made,  and  the  works  entered. 

At  a  given  signal,  the  charge  across  the  oi>on  bottom  and  the 
assault  was  commenced.     ''  It  was,''  said  Gen.  (irant,  "  a  daring 
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movement."  Lawler's  men,  mostly  from  Iowa,  left  the  woods 
with  a  loud  cheer,  and  spite  of  a  terrific  fire  of  musketry  in  their 
faces,  crossed  the  open  bottom  on  a  run,  waded  the  dangerous 
bayous  under  murderous  fire,  and  in  five  minutes  were  inside  the 
enemy's  works.*  The  Twenty-third  Iowa,  led  by  Col.  Kinsman, 
was  in  the  advance.  The  Twenty-first  Iowa  and  the  Eleventh 
Wisconsin  followed.  The  Twenty-second  Iowa,  nearer  the  river, 
moved  close  along  its  banks,  flanked  the  enemy,  and  took  a  great 
number  of  prisoners. 

When  the  assaulting  column,  yelling  and  firing,  reached  the 
ditch  in  front  of  the  rebel  lines,  the  enemy  dropped  their  guns 
and  rushed  for  the  rear.  Some  escaped,  hundreds  were  cut  off 
by  the  Twenty-second  Iowa  and  captured,  and  scores  jumped 
into  the  river  and  were  drowned  in  their  effort  to  get  across.t 
The  works  and  eighteen  cannon  were  in  possession  of  the 
assaulters.  The  charge  of  Lawler's  brigade  was  one  of  the  bril- 
liant events  of  the  war.  It  cost,  however,  the  life  of  many  a 
gallant  Iowa  man.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  Federals 
were  killed  or  wounded,  and  nearly  all  in  this  assaulting  column. 

The  names  of  the  Twenty-first  and  the  Twenty-third  Iowa 
were  that  morning  written  high  on  the  scroll  of  Iowa's  military 
honor.  With  the  commander  in  chief  and  half  the  army  look- 
ing on,  they  had  successfully  assaulted  a  position  that  might 
have  stood  in  Grant's  path  to  Vicksburg  for  a  month.    Col. 

*Gen.  Grant,  as  already  stated,  witnessed  the  brilliant  charge  in  person, 
and  there  on  the  battle  field  wrote  the  following^  note  in  pencil  on  a  bit  ol 
torn  paper.    It  has  never  before  been  printed. 

Mat  17th,  10:30  A.  m. 
"  Dear  Gen  I:  Lawler's  brif^e  stormed  the  enemif's  works  a  fsw 
minuter  since;  carried  it,  capturinf;  from  2,000  to  3,000  prisoners,  10  ffnns,  so 
far  as  heard  from,  and  probably  more  will  be  found.  The  enemy  have  fired 
both  bridges.  A.J.  Smith  captured  10  (CQQS  this  morning,  with  teams,  men 
and  ammunition.     I  send  you  a  note  from  Col.  Wright.    Yonrs, 

U.  S.  Grant,  Biaj.  Qsn'l. 
To  Maj.  Gen' I  Sherman,  ComcTg  Seventeenth  Armif  Corps, 

4.**Now'8  your  time  to  give  'em  hell,  boys,'*  cried  Gen.  Osterhaus  to 
some  of  hiH  battery  men,  when  from  another  point  on  the  field  be  saw  the 
BucceKs  of  thn  charge,  and  noticed  hundreds  of  Rebels  running  back  along 
the  high  trestleworK  approaching  the  bridge  at  the  river.  Twentv  cannon 
were  instantly  turned  on  the  tresUework  from  different  points,  and  the  bodief 
of  scores  of  the  flying  fugitives  were  dashed  to  the  ground  below,  or  into 
the  foaming  river. 


m^^^ 


IOWA  AT  TIOISBUBa.  S38 

KiniBmaii  of  the  Twenty-third,  braTeet  of  the  braye,  and  one  of 
the  staters  moet  esteemed  officers,  was  shot  dead.  It  was  a  noble 
life,  sacrificed  on  his  country*s  altar.  Capt  McCray,  and  Lien- 
tenants  S.  G.  Beckwith,  J.  D.  Ewing  and  Washington  Bawlings, 
of  the  same  regimenfc,  were  wounded — the  first  three  mortally. 
The  total  loss  of  the  Twenty-third  in  killed  and  wounded  in  this 
charge  was  87 — a  fearful  loss  considering  the  number  engaged. 

In  this  charge,  too,  fell,  severely  wounded.  Col.  Merrill  of  the 
Twenty-first  Iowa.  He  fell  at  the  head  of  his  noble  regiment,  in 
the  midst  of  a  shower  of  bullets.  A  braver  man  never  rode  into 
battle.  Lt.-Col.  Dunlap  took  his  place,  and  in  his  report  of  the 
assault,  speaks  of  the  great  bravery  of  Maj.  S.  6.  Van  Anda,  of 
Captains  Harrison,  Swivel,  Voorhees,  Watson,  Boardman,  Wilson 
and  Crooks, — and  Lieutenants  Dolson,  Childs,  Jackson  and  Bob-  , 
erts.  Acting  Ad jt.  Howard  was  shot  down,  mortally  wounded  in 
the  charge.  Lieutenants  Andrew  Y.  McDonald  and  W.  W.  Lyons 
were  wounded.  The  brigade  that  made  this  memorable  assault 
was  composed  of  the  same  troops  that  had  fought  so  well  under 
Col.  Stone,  at  Port  Gibson.  In  their  charge,  they  had  captured 
a  number  greater  than  their  whole  command.  The  loss  of  the 
Twenty-first  in  the  battle  was  83  killed  and  wounded,  out  of 
less  than  300  engaged. 

That  day  and  the  next  night,  Grant^s  army  marched  up  close 
to  the  walls  of  Vicksburg.  On  the  same  day,  the  Fourth  Iowa 
cavalry,  under  Col.  Swan,  having  crossed  the  Big  Black  with 
Gen.  Sherman,  was  swung  off  to  the  right  to  reconnoitre  in  the 
direction  of  the  fortifications  at  Haines's  and  Snyder^s  Blufb  on 
the  Tazoo  river.  Advancing  a  few  miles  the  report  came  that 
the  road  and  the  fortifications  were  occupied  by  six  or  seven 
thousand  Rebels.  Col.  Swan  believing  it  imprudent  for  his  small 
force  to  proceed,  at  once  about-faced.  Capt  J.  H.  Peters  of 
Company  B  protested,  and  obtained  permission  to  take  a 
select  company  of  volunteers,  and  proceed  close  to  Fort  Snyder, 
He  went  forward  on  a  quick  gallop,  and  capturing  a  number  of 
Rebels  on  the  way,  appeared  suddenly  at  the  very  entrance  of  the 
rebel  work?.  The  rebel  garrison  was  mostly  gone,  and  a  quick 
charge  on  the  guard  left  behind,  and  Peters,  with  his  Iowa  cav- 
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ry,  was  in  the  fort.  The  fort  on  flaines^s  Bluff,  evacuated,  was 
30  taken  possession  of,  and  a  federal  gunboat  happening  to  be 
L  sight  down  the  river,  it  was  signaled  to,  and  the  works  and 
innon  of  Snyder's  Bluff  turned  over  to  its  officers.  Capt. 
3ters  and  his  daring  men  hurried  back  to  Grant^s  army  with 
le  news,  and  daylight  of  the  next  morning  saw  mule  teams 
iuling  supplies  from  the  Taasoo  river  to  the  hungry  soldiers, 
rant's  right  wing  now  touched  water  again  and  the  line  to  his 
;w  base  of  supplies  on  the  Tazoo  river  was  open.  An  Iowa 
igiment  had  been  the  first  to  march  from  the  Mississippi  river 
low  Grand  Gulf — an  Iowa  regiment  was  the  first  to  water  its 
Drses  in  the  Tazoo  above  Vicksburg.  The  siege  of  Vicksburg 
lul  begun. 

THE  SIEGE. 

Twenty  Iowa  regiments  were  present  at  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
irg.  The  same  troops  that  had  sailed  or  waded  through  end- 
s  bayous  and  lagoons — ^that  had  marched  two  hundred  miles 
I  a  little  over  a  fortnight,  and  fought  and  won  six  battles  in  as 
any  days,  were  now  ready  to  take  Vicksburg  by  siege  or  by 
orm.  The  attempts  to  take  the  city  and  let  free  the  waters  of 
le  Mississippi,  had  already  cost  the  union  army  10,000  men 
lied  or  wounded.  Other  loyal  lives  were  ready  for  the  sacrificey 
id  Grant's  soldiers  urged  him  to  assault  the  lines  at  once. 
The  morning  of  May  19th  saw  the  union  army  forming  a 
ni-circular  line  outside  the  Vicksburg  fortifications.  Sherman 
)ld  the  right,  McClernand  the  left,  and  McPherson  the  center. 
ie  investment  was  not  quite  complete,  as  there  was  a  gap  on  the 
ft  for  a  few  days,  but  later,  when  that  was  closed,  the  union 
ne  wiis  nearly  eight  miles  long.  Confronting  it,  were  fortifica- 
ons  pronoance<l  by  Gen.  Sherman  to  be  stronger  than  the 
orks  of  Sevastopol.  The  soldiers  defending  them  were  veter- 
is,  and  on  their  own  soil.  Outside  the  line  of  the  investers, 
le  Rebels,  under  Gen.  Johnston,  were  rapidly  collecting  along 
lack  river  a  second  army  to  attack  Grant's  rear.  It  was  a  boast 
I  the  South  that  Grant,  blindly  placing  himself  between  these 
vo  armies,  was  lost. 
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preserved,  is  iu  the  capitol  at  Des  Moiues.  Lieut.  Ghas.  S. 
Miller  of  the  Fifth,  from  Sigouruey,  was  killed,  and  Qen.  G. 
L.  Matthie»,  commanding  the  brigade,  but  formerly  the  beloved 
colonel  of  the  Fifth,  was  wounded. 

The  Sixth  Iowa  lost  heavily  in  its  assaults.  Among  the  killed 
was  Gapt.  Robert  Allison.  Maj.  T.  J.  Ennis,  Gaptains  Galvin 
Minton,  Leander  Allison  and  George  R.  Nunn  were  wounded. 

The  Tenth  Iowa  men  were  heroes  at  Missionary  Ridge. 
Harder  fighting  than  theirs  was  not  done  in  the  whole  army  on 
that  eventful,  history-making  day.  Their  severe  losses,  52  out 
of  250  engaged,  proved  how  dangerous  were  the  points  they 
assaulted.  Lieutenants  Isaac  Sexton,  Geo.  fl.  Gonant  and  John 
W.  Stiffler  were  all  killed  while  leading  their  men.  Maj. 
Nathaniel  McGalla  was  wounded.  So,  too,  were  Lieutenants 
David  H.  Emry,  Mahlon  Head,  John  S.  Smith,  Hubbard  W. 
Bunker,  and  very  many  non-commissioned  officers.  It  was  a 
fierce  two  hours'  record. 

Gol.  Glark  R.  Wever  led  the  Seventeenth  Iowa  in  the  battle, 
and  its  loss  of  58  men  out  of  a  small  number  engaged  shows 
that  that  part  of  the  Iowa  contingent  at  Ghattanooga  was  not 
flinching  from  its  duty.  Lt.-Gol.  Archer  was  captured  in  the 
breastworks  of  the  enemy.  Gaptains  Houston,  McNeal  and  Stuart 
were  wounded.  Adjt.  Woolsey  and  Lieut.  Deal  received  the  com- 
mendation of  Col.  Wever  for  coolness  and  efficiency  on  the  field. 

The  Iowa  regiments  under  Osterhaus,  with  Hooker,  suffered 
comparatively  little,  but  they  played  their  part  in  the  demon- 
strations and  maneuvers,  which,  not  less  than  hard  fighting, 
helped  to  chase  the  Rebels  out  of  their  wonderful  position.  It 
will  long  be  a  cherished  memory  of  the  Iowa  soldiers  in  Oster- 
haus's  division,  that  tliey  fought  with  Hooker  on  Lookout 
Mountain.  At  Ringgold,  in  the  pursuit,  the  regiments  of  Wil- 
liamson ^s  lowii  brigiido  did  good  fighting,  and  suffered  their 
severest  lo^s. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  lost  29  wounded  at  Ringgold,  and  every 
third  officer  was  struck.     Col.  Geo.  A.  Stone  led  the  regiment. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Iowa  also  fouj^ht  very  gallantly  at  Ring- 
gold.   The  losses  were  few,  but  among  them  was  Capt.  John  L. 
I.  W.  T.— 17 
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Steele,  killed,  and  Lieutenants  N.  D.  Hubbard  and  W.  Niokel, 
wounded.  Lt.-Col.  Ferreby  was  already  hars  du  combat  from  a 
wound  received  at  Lookout  Mountain,  though  the  regiment  had 
been  commanded  there  by  its  Colonel,  Milo  Smith. 

The  Thirtieth  Iowa  had  its  heavest  loss  of  the  campaign  in  the 
approach  to  Chattanooga.  At  Cherokee,  Alabama,  the  Iowa 
brigade,  led  by  Col.  Williamson,*  met  a  body  of  Rebels  in  a 
dense  fog.  A  severe  musketry  battle  ensued.  The  Rebels  were 
driven,  but  Col.  W.  M.  G.  Torrence  was  slain.  In  his  death,  the 
state  of  Iowa  lost  one  of  her  bravest  and  best  officers.  Capt.  W. 
H.  Randall  was  also  killed,  while  Captains  H.  C.  Hall,  Joseph 
Smith,  Matthew  Clark,  and  Adjt.  Clendenning  were  all  wounded. 
Some  30  officers  and  men  fell  in  the  short  battle  —  a  battle  that 
was  one  of  the  preludes  to  the  greater  contest  at  Chattanooga. 

Gen.  Grant  had  60,000  men  at  Chattanooga,  but  the  position 
iu  front  of  him  had  been  deemed  impregnable.  The  victory  was 
a  very  great  one  and  ought  to  have  ended  the  war.  Gen.  Grant 
believed  that  if  the  Southern  press  had  had  the  liberty  to  speak, 
the  war  would  have  been  ended  then  and  there.  From  that  hour 
on,  the  Rebels  fought  without  spirit  or  hopes  of  success.  Great 
rejoicings  were  caused  in  the  North  by  the  great  victory.  '^God 
bless  you  all,^^  telegraphed  President  Lincoln  to  Gen.  Grant.  ^^  I 
tender  you  and  all  under  you  my  profoundest  gratitude/^ 

The  battles  at  Missonary  Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain,  viewed 
from  a  height,  must  have  been  a  military  spectacle  of  surpassing 
grandeur.  Col.  Stone  of  the  Twentyfifth  Iowa,  who  with  his 
regiment  supported  a  New  York  battery  on  a  high  point  on 
Lookout  Mountain,  says:  ^^  Nothing  could  exceed  the  grandeur 
of  this  battle,  from  the  point  at  which  we  viewed  it.  Every 
gun  from  the  Raccoon  Mountain  batteries  to  those  of  Moccasin 
Point  was  in  plain  view,  and  our  lines  of  infantry  so  close  that 
acquaintances  were  easily  recognized.  At  12  M.,  the  grand 
attack  began,  and  soon  the  battle-smoke  hung  over  and  envel- 
oped the  mountain  like  a  funeral  pall,  and  the  whole  battle,  like 
a  panorama,  passed  around  and  before  us.^^ 

*  After  the  battle  of  Chattanoofra,  Gen.  Sherman  uri^  that  the  coloneb, 
among  them  J.  A.  Williamson,  of  Iowa,  who  had  been  leading  brigades, 
be  promoted  to  brigadier  generals. 
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THANKSGIVING  DAY. 

1863. 

Thb  year  1863  was  the  greatest  year  in  American  history.  On 
the  first  day  of  that  year,  President  Lincoln,  by  the  single  stroke 
of  his  pen,  abolished  the  cause  of  the  great  war.  The  high 
sounding  declaration  that  this  was  aland  of  ^'  liberty  to  all  men,** 
was  no  longer  to  be  a  burning  lie.  To  break  the  chains  of  three 
millions  of  people,  was  an  opportunity  seldom  vouchsafed  to 
man.  Abraham  Lincoln  understood  the  importance  of  his  act, 
and  invoked  upon  it  ^^  the  considerate  judgment  of  mankind, 
and  the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God.'' 

In  Iowa,  the  appearance  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation 
was  hailed  by  loyal  men  as  a  proof  that  the  hand  of  God  was 
guiding  our  country,  and  men  gave  thanks  that  Providence  had 
raised  up  a  man  with  the  courage  to  perform  the  crowning  deed 
of  centuries.  Nobody  believed  or  expected  that  freeing  the 
slaves  could  end  the  war.  Indeed,  for  a  time,  it  strengthened  the 
hands  of  the  Rebels  with  a  desperation  bordering  on  madness 
while  their  sympathizers  in  the  North  found  new  and  bitterer 
reasons  for  opposing  the  government.  Now,  indeed,  the  war 
on  the  part  of  the  South,  was  to  be  waged  to  the  bitter  end. 
With  slavery  gone,  there  was  nothing  more  to  lose —  there  was 
something  to  win  still — their  bare  lives,  for  at  this  period  most 
just  men  believed  that  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  would 
be  properly  accompanied  by  the  execution  of  many  of  the  lead- 
ing conspirators. 

Outside  the  rebel  aiders  and  abetters  in  the  state,  there  were 

few  men  who  did  not  think  the  President  had  done  right.    The 

better  class  of  Democrats  in  the  state  joined  the  Republicans  in 
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vin^  praise  for  the  heayen-inspired  deed.  At  an  immense 
lass  meeting  in  Des  Moines,  the  Hon.  C.  G.  Cole,  a  life  long 
emocrat  and  partisan,  stood  up  and  deliyei^  a  triumphant  argu- 
ment in  vindication  of  the  *  proclamation.  If  men  were  to  be 
ivided  now,  said  he,  into  Abolitionists,  or  Secessionists,  as  the 
3wspapers  charge,  why  then  he  knew  which  way  to  go.  He 
'as  not  a  Secessionist.  God  and  his  countrymen  knew  that. 
;  the  President  had  the  power  to  shoot  Rebels  in  arms,  he  had 
le  power  to  confiscate  their  slayes.  The  greater  power  includes 
le  less. 

In  his  earnest  appeal  to  support  the  government,  Mr.  Cole 

(presented  the  feelings  of  the  more  intelligent,  and  the  better 

I  of  Democrats  in  all  Iowa.    They  were  not  disloyal — they 

'ere  not  Secessionists;  but  they  were  opponents  of  many  of  the 

ministration^s  measures,  measures  which  time  found  to  be  nee- 
tsary,  wise  and  best.  Though  the  class  of  Democrats  for  whom 
ole  spoke  cheered  him  for  his  words,  that  other  class  of  Demo- 
-ats,  the  Mahoney  wing  of  the  party,  as  it  was  called,  worked 

(If  into  a  rage  and  an  indignation  that  was  boundless.  The 
-ess  of  that  party  teemed  with  assaults  on  the  President,  and 
ti  his  advisers.  Its  leaders,  in  their  violence  of  speech,  were 
arcely  less  reckless  than  were  the  men  in  open  rebellion  in  the 
outh.  They  pretended  to  be  for  the  Union,  yet  opposed  every 
ngle  measure  that  looked  toward  putting  down  the  rebellion, 
'hey  were,  in  short,  traitors.  Had  the  union  men  of  the  South 
.'en  as  bold  as  were  the  Copperheads  of  Iowa,  the  outraged  South- 
*ners  would  have  hung  them  all.  It  was  the  weakness  of  the 
Iministration  that  their  ravages  were  permitted  in  a  loyal  state. 

August  27th,  only  a  few  months  after  the  patriotic  and  loyal 
peech  of  C.  C.  Cole,  the  extremists  and  the  disorderly  of  the 
3mocratic  party  met  at  Iowa  City  and  in  open  convention 
Kilared  the  prosecution  of  the  war  to  be  ^'unconstitutional,  and 
ppressive"  and  "a  prolific  source  of  usurpation,  tyranny  and  cor- 
iption."  Of  course,  the  sensible  and  loyal  members  of  the 
jmocratic  party  were  not  responsible  for  the  ravings  of  their 
isloyal  comrades,  but  they  were  guilty  of  a  grave  wrong  in  so 
lien  permitting  those  disloyal  elements  to  speak  in  the  name  of 
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the  whole  party.  In  the  election  that  followed  in  the  autumn, 
the  people  of  Iowa,  by  their  votes,  charged  up  the  wrongs  that 
had  been  done  in  the  states  to  the  whole  democratic  party. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1883,  the  Republicans  held  their  state 
convention  at  Des  Moines.  It  was  the  largest  convention  ever 
held  in  the  state.  Two  counties  only  were  not  represented. 
Gov.  Kirk  wood  was  not  a  candidate  for  re-election.  There  was 
much  friendly  sparring  for  his  place  by  the  friends  of  Qen.  Fitz 
Henry  Warren,  Elijah  Sells  and  Col.  Wm.  M.  Stone.  Other 
able  men,  like  H.  C.  Caldwell  and  Col.  M.  M.  Crocker,  were  also 
urged  upon  the  convention  and  received  some  votes.  The  race, 
however,  was  between  Fitz  Henry  Warren,  Elijah  Sells  and  Col. 
Stone. 

By  a  majority  of  4  votes.  Col.  Stone  was  declared  nominated, 
and  the  convention  proceeded  in  warm  terms  to  express  to  Oot. 
Earkwood  the  thanks  of  the  people  of  Iowa  for  the  able,  fearless, 
and  patriotic  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of 
governor  during  two  terms  of  office. 

Col.  Wm.  M.  Stone  was  one  of  the  brilliant  men  of  the  state. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  bright  promise,  of  fine  address  and  of 
talent.  He  possessed  in  him  the  elements  of  popularity.  He 
was  a  strikingly  good  speaker,  a  patriot  and  a  zealous  partisan. 
When  the  war  opened,  he  abandoned  a  lucrative  and  an  honorable 
position — a  judgeship,  to  enter  the  army.  He  raised  a  company 
of  volunteers  for  the  Third  regiment,  was  soon  appointed  major 
of  the  same,  and  was  afterward  made  colonel  of  the  Twenty- 
second  infantry.  In  the  army,  as  in  civil  life,  his  versatile  tal- 
ents, his  hale  fellowship  and  his  gallantry  withal,  made  him  a 
popular  companion.  He  led  a  dashing  brigade  in  the  struggle 
at  Port  Gibson,  and  was  wounded  while  charging  with  his  regi- 
ment, in  the  assault  of  May  22d,  at  the  forts  at  Yicksburg. 
How  many  patriotic  votes  that  bandaged  arm  gave  the  gallant 
colonel,  when  he  entered  the  convention  hall,  fresh  from  the 
field  of  carnage,  may  not  be  guessed. 

He  had  able  and  brilliant  competitors  for  the  honors  he  bore 
away  from  the  convention,  and  the  ablest  of  them,  without 
waiting  for  a  definite  and  sure  decision  of  the  close  ballot,  rose. 
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id,  in  the  most  loyal,  and  in  the  happiest  speech  of  his  life, 
ged  on  the  delegates  the  unanimous  nomination  of  Col.  Wni. 
.  Stone.  That  was  the  gallant  and  the  patriotic  general,  Fitz 
enry  Warren,  the  leader  of  some  of  the  finest  cavalry  in  the 
•vice  of  the  Union. 
Shortly,  the   democratic  party  also  held  a  convention.      It 

Ited  in  one  of  the  saddest  things  in  Iowa  politics.    Its  plat- 

rm  was  against  the  prosecution  of  the  war.    The  leaders  who 

ntrolled  the  convention  were  members  of  a  disloyal  wing  of 

ty   whose  daily  utterances  were  expressions  of  deadly 

for  the  soldiers  at  the  front,  and  for  the  administration 

id  its  supporters  at  home.    Maturin  L.  Fisher  was  nominated 

the  convention's  candidate  for  governor.    For  some  reason, 

saw  fit  to  decline  the  questionable  honor.  It  then  struck  the 
waging  committee,  inconsistently  enough,  that  a  soldier^s 
me  on  their  ticket  might  prove  a  winning  card. 
In  looking  about,  their  eyes  fell  on  the  gallant  hero  of  Fort 
Dnelson.  Gen.  Tuttle  Was  home  on  leave  of  absence  and  in  a 
^ment  of  weakness  permitted  the  committee  to  place  his  dis- 
iguished  name  on  their  banner  as  a  candidate  for  governor. 

was  a  novel  spectacle — one  of  the  war  heroes  running  for 

ice  on  a  platform  opposed  to  the  war.    Gen.  Tuttle's  loyalty, 

.triotism  and  devotion  to  country,  were  known  to  all  men. 

ren  in  his  letter  of  acceptance,  these  things  were  all  reiter- 

ed.    He  was  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  and  for  nothing 

• 
It  was  just  as  thoroughly  known  that  the  people  nominating 
m  were  not  favorable  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  His 
^al  letter  they  did  not  make  public,  except  when  goaded  to  it, 
id  then  only  in  occasional  instances.  It  was  charged  that  this 
;ter  was  only  intended  for  distribution  in  the  army,  while 
e  opposite  sentiments  should  be  spread  among  their  followers 
home.  In  the  army,  the  feeling  became  intense.  There  was 
ep  regret  and  astonishment  that  a  patriot,  and  so  good  a 
idier,  should  be  misled  by  designing  men  to  occupy  so  equiv- 
al  a  position.  "'  He  is  by  far  too  good  a  man,*^  wrote  Gk>v- 
rkwood,  '^  to  be  sacrificed  by  such  a  scurvy  lot  of  politicians 
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as  Dean,  Mahoney  and  Byington.  I  am  sorry  for  the  coarse  he 
has  taken/'  Mahoney  was  on  the  same  ticket  for  sheriff  at 
Dubuque,  and  union  soldiers  from  that  district  received  tickets 
with  the  name  of  the  honored  soldier  at  the  top,  and  the  hated 
Copperhead  at  the  bottom.  The  most  emphatic  and  sometimes 
the  most  violent  resolutions  and  addresses  were  adopted  by  the 
men  in  the  regiments.  Tuttle^s  own  regiment,  the  gallant 
Second,  condemned  him  in  the  fiercest  tones  and  without  a  dis- 
senting voice.  The  men  of  the  Seventh  Iowa,  while  expressing 
the  keenest  regrets  at  Tuttle^s  acceptance,  published  in  most  of 
the  newspapers  of  the  state  their  detestation  of  the  party  leading 
him,  and  declared  the  general,  himself,  unworthy  of  further 
confidence.    Public  feeling  ran  fearfully  high. 

Most  men  felt  that  to  defeat  Stone  at  such  a  time  would  be 
an  awful  blow  to  the  loyal  cause  in  Iowa.  ^^  It  most  not  be — 
Stone  must  not  be  defeated,^*  wrote  Judge  Dillon  privately  to 
the  governor.  ^^  He  has  committed  the  great  and  inexcusable 
blonder  of  coming  home.  He  is  now  at  home.  We  are  of  the 
belief  that  some  good  man  must  be  sent  among  the  soldiers  at 
once.  The  army  vote  is  the  pivotal  point  in  the  campaign.  A 
stampede  there  would  defeat  Stone,  and  his  defeat  would  be  worse 
than  the  loss  of  a  battle.  No  man  has  a  deeper  interest  in  the 
result  of  this  election  than  you.  You  have  kept  the  state  right, 
gloriously  rights  and  you  must  turn  it  over  to  loyal  successors.^* 

Later,  probably  no  man  saw  the  extent  of  the  mistake  more 
than  Tuttle  himself,  but  it  was  too  late  to  remedy  the  harm. 
He  recognized  that  he  had  been  made  a  tool  of,  and  in  after  days 
manfully  abandoned  the  party. 

At  the  election  that  autumn.  Stone  received  in  the  army 
16,791  votes  —  Tuttle  2,904.  The  total  vote  for  Stone  was  86,122 ; 
for  Tuttle  47,948.  In  some  of  the  Iowa  regiments,  Stone 
received  almost  the  unanimous  vote  —  Democrats  and  all  must 
have  voted  against  the  strange  alliance.  In  the  Gray  beard  regi- 
ment, Tuttle  received  but  44  votes.  In  the  soldiers'  hospital,  at 
Keokuk,  out  of  595  votes,  only  15  were  for  the  democratic  ticket. 
In  the  single  Iowa  company  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  every 
single  vote  was  cast  for  Stone. 
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It  was  a  tremendous  rebuke  of  the  men  in  Iowa  who  opposed 
le  war.'^  Elsewhere  in  the  country  the  loyal  spirit  manifested 
about  the  same.  Yallandigham  in  Ohio  was  defeated  for 
>vemor  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  The  soldiers  voted 
ainst  him  everywhere.  In  Hamilton  county,  out  of  4,485 
Idiers*  votes  he  received  but  128,  and  in  one  of  the  large  hos- 
bals  but  a  single  vote  was  cast  for  him.  And  yet  Yallandig- 
m's  election  had  been  worked  and  maneuvered  for,  as  no  other 
m's  had  in  the  history  of  the  country.  The  Copperheads  in  the 
orth  not  only  worked  and  prayed  for  his  election  —  the  Rebels 
the  South,  believing  his  election  would  mean  aid  to  the  rebel- 
n,  encouraged  it,  sent  agents  and  money  north  to  work  for  it, 
d  undertook  military  campaigns  to  encompass  it.  Their  con- 
titration  of  troops  on  Chattanooga,  and  the  awful  battle  of 
lickamauga,  were  precipitated  in  order  to  influence  Yallandig- 
i's  election.  The  winning  of  a  battle  by  the  Rebels  south 
to  mean  the  winning  of  a  victory  by  the  Rebels  north, 
ilistments  in  the  union  army  we£«  discouraged,  the  draft  inter- 
"ed  with,  and  the  union  columns  left,  as  a  result,  without  proper 
ditional  aid.  The  plan  of  the  Rebels  north  and  south  was 
rtially  successful.  Chickamauga  was  lost. 
That  was  the  great  War  Summer — the  summer  of  1863.  It 
IS  the  summer  of  great  events  in  this  country;  and,  it  was 
5  period  when  Iowa  stood  noblest  to  the  front.  Vicksburg, 
jttysburg,  Port  Hudson,  Helena,  and  the  retreat  of  Lee  from 
tnnsylvaina,  were  great  historic  mile  stones.  The  summer  was 
t  over  before  President  Lincoln  asked  all  loyal  men  and  women 
give  thanks  to  God  for  so  many  victories.  August  6th  was 
.  apart  as  a  special  day  of  praise.  It  was  observed  in  Iowa 
erywhere,  and  out  of  the  dark  clouds  sweeping  above  the 
untry,  men  saw  tokens  of  further  victory.  In  that  year,  and 
>  to  that  day,  the  Rebels  had  lost  91,000  men.  Our  own  losses,  we 
arcelyldared  to  count.    Our  regiments  were  being  thinned  down. 


*G(*n.  Tattle's  loyalty  was  so  unquestioned,  his  gallantry  so  distixuniished, 
kt  thf  iiidip^nation  oi  the  soldiers  passed  off  with  the  occasion,  and  in  later 
^rs.  we  hcc  the  same  leader  almost  onanimoosly  chosen  by  thousands  of 
i  same  soldiers,  to  be  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
-•public  in  Iowa. 
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to  skeletons,  while  volunteering  was  discouraged,  and  when  pos- 
sible, prevented  by  the  great  Peace  Party,  made  up  of  all  the 
bad  elements  of  society,  of  the  haters  of  human  liberty, 
and  the  collected  opponents  of  the  administration.  There 
are  usually  more  men  on  the  wrong  side  than  on  the 
right — on  the  bad  side  than  on  the  good.  In  the  North 
that  year  it  sometimes  seemed,  spite  of  the  brilliant  victories  of 
our  soldiers,  that  a  majority  of  the  people  were  bent  on  letting 
the  government  go.  Many  union  men  halted  when  they 
thought  they  were  fighting  for  the  slave.  To  enforce  the 
emancipation  proclamation  was  to  free  the  negro,  and  thou- 
sands preferred  the  Union  with  slavery  to  no  Union  at  all. 
Many,  however,  rose  to  the  height  of  the  occasion  —  Democrats 
alike  with  Republicans,  and  by  act  and  word  upheld  the  hands 
of  the  loyal  governors  and  determined  that  not  only  slavery,  but 
every  thing  else  in  the  South,  should  be  sacrifice,  rather  than 
that  the  government  should  perish. 

Many  events  of  interest  were  taking  place  that  summer.  In 
Ohio,  the  President  had,  in  May,  sent  the  traitor  Yallandig- 
ham  outside  the  union  lines.  In  Iowa,  some  of  the  traitors 
were  put  in  arrest,  or  sent  to  places  of  confinement.  Jones, 
an  ex-U.  S.  senator,  was  already  in  an  eastern  fortress,  and 
Mahoney  und  Henry  Clay  Dean,  W.  M.  Hill  and  others  of  that 
ilk,  were  locked  up  in  safe  places  only  to  escape  justice  by  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  government.  Henry  Clay  Dean 
was  mobbed  at  Keokuk,  by  soldiers  just  then  home  on  furlough, 
and  wiLs  turned  over  uninjured  to  the  provost  marshal. 
Malioney,  the  Dubuque  editor,  was  seized  by  Marshal  Hoxie, 
and  immediately  wrote  to  the  governor,  professing  a  degree  of 
loyalty  unheard  of  in  all  his  public  utterances.* 

*BuRTis  Hoi;sK,  Davenport,  Aug.  15, 1862. 

G0V£KN(>K  KlKKWOOD: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  and  rea^l  your  letter  to  me  of  this  date.  I  am 
more  than  diftappointed  in  it.  Voii  not  only  withhold  consolation,  but,  like 
my  enemies,  at^sume  that  1  am  disloyal  to  my  country.  This  from  you  has  been 
a  poifirnant  allef^tion,  knowinff  in  my  soul  how  unwarrantt^d  it  is  in  fact. 
I  shall  have  to  take  care  that  1  am  not  driven  against  my  will  into  disloyalty, 
for  it  seems  that  thos*?  who  charge  me  with  Ix'ing  ho,  are  laboring  with  might 
and  main  to  make  me  frel  and  act  so.  Their  labor  will  be  in  vain.  1  shall  not 
let  Any  outra«j:«?  that  may  bi*  inilicted  on  me,  nor  any  indignity  to  which  I  might 
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T.  W.  Claggett,  the  editor  of  the  Keokuk  Constitution^  a  sheet 
voted  to  vile  abuse  of  the  administration,  had  his  press  and 
s  seized  by  irate  soldiers  and  thrown  into  the  Mississippi 
irer.  The  very  general  reget  seemed  to  be  that  he  had  not 
en  thrown  in  with  them.  He,  too,  wrote  to  the  governor, 
ddenly  finding  the  evil  that  resulted  from  no  government  or 
der  when  applied  to  himself. 

In  both  these  cases  the  governor  declined  to  interfere,  point- 
^  to  the  courts  as  a  remedy  for  damages.* 
While  this  was  going  on  at  Keokuk,  the  Copperheads  were 

rying  things  with  a  high  hand  elsewhere,  and  usually  at  points 
here  there  were  no  f urloughed  soldiers  at  home  to  interfere: 

ihoney's  types  came  near  following  those  of  Glaggett  into 
e  Mississippi  river.     Stilson  Hutchins  was  Mahoney^s  partner 

printing  copperhead  songs  and  copperhead  abuse  of  the  gov- 
nment. 

In  Appanoose  county,  a  copperhead  mob  threatened  to  drive  u 
spectable  citizen  out  of  the  country  for  the  unpardonable  crime 
'  giving  employment  to  a  black  man.    This  was  not  an  uncom- 

•n  sentiment  in  that  section  of  the  state.  In  Taylor  county, 
groes  were  refused  residence,  and  were  threatened  with  mobs. 

t  be  subjected  drive  me  from  the  path  of  doty  to  my  country.  If  the  conati- 
non  be  outraired,  it  shall  be  still  my  constitution.    If  the  government  be 

verted,  I  for  one  sliall  adhere  to  it  and  do  my  best  to  restore  it  to  its 
(itimate  condition.  This  is  dislojalty  though,  unfortunately  for  me,  and  1 
jst  suffer  the  pains,  the  indignities,  the  taunts  and  probably  the  penalttes, 
th  a  trial  ot'bcmg  a  diRloyalisL  Governor,  my  friend,  a  government,  or  rather 

administration,  which  was  loyal  to  the  constitution  would  not  do  this, 
it  pardon  my  digression;  I  set  out  to  write  you  an  acknowledgment  of 
ur  letter  and  to  tell  how  poignantly  its  tone  and  assumed  criminality  in  me 
inod  me;  you  would  not  have  so  written  if  you  had  Imown  my  heart.  But 
•  the  expression  of  retf  ret  in  your  letter  at  my  situation,  I  would  have  con- 
ided  that  you  too  had  become  my  enemy,  and  thus  broken  one  of  the  few 
opH  remaining  of  my  faith  in  the  ui^rightness  of  man,  and  in  the  pnrity  and 
ibility  of  human  friendHhip.  Leaving  to  other  times  and  opportunities  the 
ndication  of  my  conduct  from  reproach  and  the  re-establishment  of  my  per- 
n  in  its  rights  and  liberty,  I  take  my  leave  of  you  as  my  officiai  superior  and 
[low  citizen,  to  hold  such  a  relation  towaros  you  hereafter  as  it  will  be 
jre  in  your  honor  than  mine  to  establish.    Tou  have  set  me  the  example 

saying,  I  am  yours  respectlblly, 

D.  A.  Mahokbt. 

*Di8cipline  may  have  been  a  little  loose  just  then  in  Keokuk,  for  Robert 
in.  one  of  the  soldiern  chared  with  throwing  Claggett's  rebel  types  into 
}  river,  was  brought  up  by  hn  officers  for  puntshment  the  next  morning, 
d  received,  ami<l  the  cheerH  of  his  companions,  a  promotion  to  dram  migor 
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These  negroes  were  mostly  slaves  escaped  from  thralldom  in  Mis- 
souri, or  had  been  set  free  by  their  masters.  Gov.  Kirkwoodgave 
the  civil  officers  and  the  people  of  Taylor  to  understand  that 
black  men  had  a  right  to  live  in  Iowa,  and  that  any  attempt  to 
drive  them  out  would  be  met  with  the  bayonets  of  the  state 
militia.  It  was  a  serious  and  a  critical  time  in  many  portions 
of  the  state,  where  Copperheads  openly  and  violently  threatened 
disorder  and  mobs,  in  resistance  to  any  attempt  that  might  be 
made  to  enforce  the  draft  then  pending  again  in  the  state.  At 
Dubuque,  serious  alarm  was  felt  concerning  mobs  on  the  very 
point  of  organizing  and  striking.  Gov.  Eirkwood  wrote  to  the 
citizens  of  Dubuque  as  he  had  written  to  the  people  in  Taylor 
county,  that  the  first  disturbance  would  be  met  by  force  of  arms, 
by  the  militia  from  other  and  more  loyal  districts.  His  firm  atti- 
tude checked  open  outrage  and  violation  of  law;  yet  in  Keokuk, 
Poweshiek  and  Mahaska  counties,  disturbances  with  loss  of  life 
took  place.  The  force  of  the  state  was  immediately  brought  to 
bear  and  quiet  was  restored.  Many  disturbances  were  caused 
throughout  the  state  by  the  Copperheads  wearing  their  badges 
of  treason  in  the  shape  of  copperhead  breast-pins,  on  public  occa- 
sions. It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  these  breastpins  to  be 
torn  from  their  wearers,  who  were  beaten  by  indignant  soldiers 
home  on  furlough.  Not  infrequently,  too,  there  was  an  accom- 
paniment of  bloodshed. 

In  the  countries  bordering  on  Missouri,  constant  disorder,  viola- 
tion of  law,  and  murder  were  rendering  all  government  a  mock- 
ery. Rebels,  bandits,  thieves  and  murderers  would  escape  from 
Missouri  and  fly  to  the  congenial  fellowship  to  be  found  in  these 
border  counties  of  Iowa.  The  governor  organized  the  militia 
in  every  southern  county,  and  prepared  for  open  rebellion 
against  law  in  that  region.  He  also  asked  the  government  that 
a  general  officer  be  sent  to  the  state,  and  that  Iowa  be  made  a 
military  district,  where  martial  law  could  be  enforced  when  nec- 
essary. Thf  government  responded  by  appointing  Brig.  Gen. 
Roberts  to  the  command,  with  headquarters  at  Davenport. 
Now,  in  case  of  great  disorder,  not  only  the  state  militia,  hut 
the  union  soldiers,  could  l)p  called  out  for  protection. 
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Till'  rtbel  iiiders  and  abettora  in  Iowa  took  the  hint,  and  tlie 
loud  fhreateninga  remained  threatenings  only."  All  these 
troubles  and  disorder  in  loyal  Iowa  wore  the  direct  result  of  the 
treasiinable  teachings  of  the  preas  and  leaders  of  the  so-called 
"Malioney  Democruts."  Not  one  Republican — not  one  decent 
loyal  Democrat,  wiis  among  them.  It  was  the  dark  side  of  the 
medal,  in  the  picture  of  Iowa  for  1863. 

Spite  of  disorders  at  home,  and  great  battles  in  the  field,  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation  at  large,  and  of  Iowa  in  particular,  was 
extremely  noticeable.  Forty  million  dollars  worth  of  United 
States  bonds  were  sold  in  New  York  in  a  single  week,  and  six 
millious  in  a  single  day.  In  the  East,  at  least,  men  were  making 
fortunes,  and  in  tlie  West,  except  for  the  wounded  and  the  dead, 
there  was  little  to  tell  that  the  government  was  struggling  with 
one  of  the  greatest  wars  of  all  history.  Spite  of  all  discourage- 
iiieuts  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  sacrifices  for  country  by 
luen  and  women  in  Iowa,  went  on. 

There  was  mi  halt  in  doing  good,  while  the  wreck  and  ruin 
in  many  an  Iowa  home  was  sorrowful  in  the  extreme.  The 
maimed  and  the  dead  belonged  to  almost  erery  household,  and 
not  a  f<w  were  tiie  cases  of  Spartan  courage,  where  father  and 
son  and  brotln^r  followed  in  quick  succession  to  the  bloody  altar 
tif  their  couutry.f 

'AitiouK  other  outriiged  propoa«<l  that  summer  was  the  aBBacsinulion  of 

Gov.  KirkwooJ.     (.Ill  July  Bth,  J.  Q.   Dotwiler  wrote  to  tbe  governor,  retat- 

a  ria   on  that  hid  been  overDeord  in  tbe  bedroom  of  a  hotel  in 

a   th  H    m  dtt  ^ht  conv  r^tiOD.   it  txanspired  that   a    plan  was 

rtheu.     SK    uLon  w  thin  aii  weeks  time,  of  both  Gov.  Kirkwood 

Wt         A     a(t'>iiint  wiLs  made  shortly  on  the  life  of  Yates,  bat 

nn\      r      I  h  8  loyal  way  undisturbed. 

t  f  0111  a  letter  nrKioK  the  itovemor  to  fco  to  Vicka- 

k     n  1  woondM  soldier*.    The  gorornor  did  go  to 

r     Kfnta  were  looked  after: 

il  pk  rk    mentioDod  already,  died  on  boat  before 

1  Mr   HopL  rk   sen.,  had  oat  eon  and    two  fons-in-law 

n         Oil     I  t1    one  lost  h  a  right  Itg,  and  whilst  absent  lost  thrtt 

\a.  1  p  he    <i   and  now  William,  the  soil,  is  dead—ynt  with  all 

on   nth    fanily  Mr   H    his  wife  and  daagbters,  were  heroycB- 

•*   t.         uud  of  prov  B  ona  to  itend  bv  Mrti.  Woods  to  the  Iowa 

n  I  II  e     worked  all  day  here  helping  to  pack  tDe 

]  enraeal  lierntion  la  the  cnimf— their  manljr 

n  r  1  s  n  the  field  needed  help,  and  they  m*e 

t.o  Olid  see  that  your  agentsdo  not  neglect  uieir 

V    d  d  shmrtennl  and  nomesick  soldier;  Iboy  will 

I         L      u  J    I     0  r  (rends  at  homn  will  never  forget  your  kindneu. 

In  haste  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Chas.  S.  Ciarkk. 


I 
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The  spring  had  opened  with  great  depression  of  public  feeling 
bordering  almost  on  despair.  The  midsammer  saw  that  despair 
turned  to  hope,  and  the  change  had  been  wrought  by  loyal  bay- 
onets of  which  Iowa  claimed  an  honorable  share* 

"The  state  of  Iowa  is  proud  of  your  achievements,"  wrote  Got. 
Eirkwood  to  the  soldiers  of  the  state,  at  the  fall  of  Yicksburg. 
She  renders  you  her  homage  and  gratitude,  and  with  exul- 
tant heart  claims  you  as  her  sons.  Tou  have  made  it  a  high 
privilege  to  be  a  citizen  of  Iowa,  to  share  your  renown,  and  it 
will  be  a  proud  remembrance  to  you  while  life  shall  last,  and  a 
rich  legacy  to  your  children,  that  you  were  members  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.^* 

Thanksgiving  day  of  1863  was  ushered  in,  in  Iowa,  with  the 
news  of  the  glorious  victory  of  Chattanooga — truly  one  of  the 
great  battles — one  of  the  greatest  victories  of  modem  times. 
Iowa  soldiers  were  there,  too,  whole  brigades  of  them,  and  the 
pride  of  the  state  in  the  heroism  of  her  sons  in  the  battle  knew 
no  bounds.  Everybody  realized  that  from  that  moment  on,  the 
Confederacy  of  the  Rebels  was  doomed.  Many  brave  Iowa  men 
left  their  hearts^  blood  on  that  battlefield — many  went  into 
southern  prisons  to  die;  but,  while  mourning  her  sacrifice, 
the  state  of  Iowa  held  up  her  face  in  conscious  pride  that  her 
sons  had  been  foremost  in  the  victory. 

In  all  the  towns  of  the  state  there  was  praise  and  thanks- 
giving.*    In  the  larger  towns,  union  services  were  held  and  all 

*The  ^vernor*8  proclamation  of  that  Thanksfnvin?  day  is  of  interest.  It 
reads:  I.  Samuel  J.  Kirk  wood.  Governor  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  do  hereby 
appoint  Thursday,  the  26th  inst.,  as  a  Day  of  Thanksgivinpr.  Prayer  and 
Eraise  to  Almighty  God.  for  His  manifold  mercies  to  us  as  a  people,  darintp 
the  year  that  is  puHt. 

Let  us  thank  if  im  for  the  {^reat  victories  of  our  arms  over  the  foes  of  civil 
and  religious  lil>erty. 

Let  us  thank  Him  for  the  hcroi<<m,  fortitudo  and  enduring  patriotism  of 
cor  people,  an  j«hown  by  our  fl'>Mieni  in  the  field,  and  by  our  people  at  hom»*, 
in  their  unshaken  <lctermi nation  to  preserve  the  iflorious  institutions  of  our 
fathers  nnimiKiired,  for  th(*niselvos  and  their  children  after  them. 

Let  us  thank  Him  that  our  doiiiostic  peace  has  been  unbroken,  and  the 
first  budding  of  internal  violfuci*  has  Dcen  quickly  crushed,  without  the 
shedding  of  human  blood. 

I/et  us  tliank  Him  for  the  gencnil  health  and  pro»<pei  ity  of  our  people. 
while  we  rem«'mber  with  earnest  pr.iyer  and  liberal  hand  the  widow  and  the 
fatherless  victims  of  this  cnifl  and  wricked  war. 

Let  us  repent  of  our  manifold  sins  as  a  people,   for  which   we  are  now 
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hings  forgotten  save  that  the  soldiers  had  won  a  great 
rictory.  No  doubtful  sentiments,  no  half  loyal  utter- 
inces  were  tolerated.  At  Burlington,  the  selected  speaker 
it  the  services,  Rev.  Westerfelt,  failed  to  rise  to  the  occa- 
ion.  He  saw  only  gloom  ahead,  blamed  the  Abolitionists 
ilmost  as  much  as  he  did  the  Rebels,  and  threw  a  very 
hill  into  the  hearts  of  the  assembly.  He  was  no  sooner  seated 
han  the  Rev.  Wm.  Salter  rose  to  his  feet  and  in  words  of  bum- 
ng  eloquence  and  patriotic  fire,  turned  the  chilled  audience  into 
I  cheering,  fervid  mass  of  praising  men  and  women.  He 
dctured  the  difference  between  humanity  for  the  slave,  and  the 
reason  of  the  Rebels — between  the  white  snow  of  the  Alps, 
iid  the  black  curse  of  the  rebellion.  He  pictured  the  camp 
nd  the  battle-field,  the  wounded  and  the  dying — and  all  for 
ouutry,  in  words  so  burning  and  in  thoughts  so  intense  as  never 
o  be  forgotten  by  those  who  heard  them.  Burlington  never 
aw  so  loyal  a  moment,  so  intense  a  feeling,  as  when  the  news 
ame  of  Chattanooga,  and  when  William  Salter  stood  up  and 
alked  of  the  soldiers  and  country. 

Words  like  Salter's  found  an  echo  everywhere  in  Iowa.  Out- 
ide  the  abettors  of  the  South,  the  people  of  Iowa  were  proving 
hemselves  worthy  of  the  best  government  on  earth.  They  pro- 
posed to  keep  that  government,  and  it  was  kept  at  the  cost  of 
he  blood  of  her  sons. 

In  this  war  summer  of  1863,  Iowa  was  not  only  represented 
rell  in  the  armies  of  the  countr}' — her  representatives  in  the 
ationul  council  were  alike  patriotic  and  prominent.  In  the 
mate,  Gov.  James  W.  Grimes  exercised  a  power  and  influence 
irpassed  by  ft>w  of  the  statesmen  of  his  day.  His  excellent 
mse,  souud  judgment  and  great  ability  were  recognized  by  the 

:periencinf?  His  cbaHtiR^menU,  and  hambly  implore  His  gracious  spirit  to 
im  us  therofrom,  and  II is  pardoning  grace  for  that  which  is  past,  that  we 
•ay  ceatie  our  hauKlity  pride  in  our  fpreatness  and  prosperity,  and  recognize 


d  that  peace  may  a^^ain  soon  prevail  in  all  the  borders  of  our  once  happy 
ad. 

SaICUSL  J.  EiRKWOOD. 

Executive  Office,  loica,  Nov.  2, 1863. 
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country  and  b}'  a  body  of  senators  seldom  if  ever  excelled  in 
statesmanship  in  the  history  of  the  country.  He  was  a  strong 
man,  a  true  patriot  and  a  firm  upholder  of  the  right.  His 
|K)sition  in  the  senate,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  naval 
affiurs,  gave  him  great  opportunities  to  serve  the  country,  and 
great  responsibilities.  Those  opportunities  were  not  wasted— his 
responsibilities  not  shirked.  No  great  measure  passed  the 
senate  in  which  his  hand  was  not  seen — no  great  occasion 
ofiered,  when  his  voice  was  not  heard  and  listened  to.  The  navy 
was  strengthened  and  improved  under  his  hand,  and  with  his 
direction  and  counsel  was  built  a  fleet  of  river  and  coast  gun- 
lM)ats,  iron  clads,  unique  in  warfare,  and  so  powerful  as  to  almost 
change  the  naval  methods  of  the  world.  "  He  had/^  said  Senator 
Anthony,  ^^  the  greatest  knowledge  of  naval  affairs  of  any  man  I 
ever  knew." 

He  was  one  of  the  very  first  statesmen  to  insist  on  arming  the 
negroes  that  they  might  help  to  defend  a  country  in  which, 
from  that  hour  forth,  they  were  to  exist  as  men  and  not  as 
slaves.  Senator  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  in  a  speech  in  the 
senate  declared  that  if  the  sentiments  of  James  W.  Grimes  and 
Charles  Sumner  had  been  the  sentiment  of  the  President  and 
Cabinet,  the  rebellion  would  have  been  crushed  long  before  it 
was,  and  the  trouble  ground  to  atoms.  ^'  These  two  statesmen," 
continued  Senator  Wilson  ^^  have,  from  the  beginning,  compre- 
hended this  rebellion,  and  advocated  the  proper  remedies." 

On  every  momentous  subject  in  the  senate  his  advice  was 
asked.  He  was  more  than  able;  he  was  good,  honorable,  manly. 
He  hated  back-door  politics,  secret  statesmanship,  and  every 
policy  that  was  not  frank,  open  and  before  the  country.  He 
urged  that  executive  sessions  of  the  senate  be  public,  at  least 
while  acting  on  nominations  of  the  President.  '*  1  know  nothing 
of  diplomacy,"  he  once  said  in  the  senate,  ^'  but,  my  idea  has 
always  been  that  matters  of  state  should  be  made  public." 
Public  duty  was,  with  him,  above  all  other  considerations,  and 
the  state  of  Iowa  had  in  him  a  pillar  of  fidelity  and  support  that 
helped  to  make  the  state  regarded  throughout  the  Union. 

At  the  side  of  Gov.  Grimes  in  the  senate,  stood  James  Harlan, 
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Tvcoguiud  throogliODt  the  coontr;.  Hi»  politics  and  bis  policies 
have  boen  considend  from  the  wartimes  od,  cooserratire  and  safe. 
H«  hai  been  an  anthority  on  great  sabjects,  and  a  coanaelor  tat 
distinKoiahBd  Btatesiiten.  Ifr.  Chase  himself,  the  father  <rf  the 
nax  system  of  finances,  probably  possessed  no  broader  news,  no 
pfofounder  knoirledge  of  onr  money  system  than  did  Ur.  Alli- 
'uiD,  arid  no  man  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  has  a  deeper 
insight  into  general  legislation. 

Whan  Hr.  Allison  was  elected  to  congress  in  1868,  he  was  on 
th«  militaiy  staff  of  Got.  Eirkwood,  and  to  his  constant  and 
patriotic  enogy  was  dae  mnch  of  the  socceea  and  rapidity  with 
wbicli  teoi^  were  raised  in  the  coontieB  of  his  district.  On  the 
ticket  oppomag  him  for  congrees,  was  the  name  of  D.  A. 
Mali'ii«y,  the  leader  of  the  anti-war  party  in  Iowa.  Hr.  Allison 
wa->  '-looted  by  a  great  msjority  and  entered  on  a  career  of  fame 
atui  iinefnlness  of  which  his  state  will  ever  be  proud.  Both 
Srual'T  Allison  and  Senator  Wilson,  by  their  great  abilities 
won  the  i^^ard  of  the  whole  nation,  and  both  hare  been  sag* 
d  for  the  highest  place  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 


CHAPTER  XXIIL 

IOWA  IN  THE  RED  RIVER  CAMPAIGN. 

Spring  of  1864. 

Makt  Iowa  troops  took  part  in  the  campaign  for  the  posses* 
lion  of  the  Red  River  country.  In  that  campaign  of  disaster 
md  defeat,  no  soldiers  came  off  with  so  good  a  record  as  they. 
]f  Banks^s  army  had  been  defeated,  Iowa  soldiers,  anyway,  had 
lot  been  disgraced,  and  not  once  in  the  whole  campaign,  either 
inder  Banks,  or  with  Steele,  was  an  Iowa  regiment  pitted 
igainst  numbers  that  were  not  greater  than  its  own.  The  fact 
s  worthy  of  record. 

In  the  early  spring  of  1864,  Gen.  Banks,  commanding  at  New 
)rlean8,  was  directed  by  Gen.  Halleck  to  move  an  army  against 
^hreveport,  a  little  town  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Red 
iver.  Shreveport  was  the  center  of  an  enormously  rich 
totton  district,  and  among  other  objects  of  this  expedition,  it 
vas  proposed  to  secure  all  this  cotton  for  the  half  famishing 
nills  of  the  North.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing,  before  the  war, 
lor  Shreveport  to  ship  40,000  bales  of  cotton  down  the  river  in 
i  single  year. 

But  there  were  other  more  important  objects  connected  with 
his  campaign,  the  greatest  of  which  was  to  get  full  military 
)ossession  of  all  that  part  of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  and  be  in 
i  position  for  the  immediate  occupation  of  Texas,  thus  saving  to 
he  country  and  giving  protection  to,  all  the  large  population  in 
hose  districts  that  had  remained  loyal.  There  was  also  to  be  a 
)olitical  significance  attached  to  the  campaign.  The  occupa- 
ion  of  T«'xas,  osi)ecially,  was  to  have  a  bearing  on  public  senti- 
nent  in  Euroix*. 

Altogether,  great  hope  was  based  on  a  successful  issue.    Great 

}Ians  were  laid — great  preparations  made.    Banks^s  army,  some 

mi) 


IOWA   IS  THE  RED  RIVER  GASfPAIGK.  275 

17«000  strong,  was  to  move  toward  Alexandria  early  in  March. 
A  portion  of  Gen.  Sherman's  old  army,  some  10,000  men,  under 
Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  was  to  come  down  from  Vicksburg  and 
proueeil  up  the  Red  river  from  its  mouth.  Another  army  of 
7,000  men  under  Gen.  Steele,  was  to  march  south  from  Little 
Rock,  co-operating  with  and  joining  Banks,  at  Shreveport, 
while  a  splendid  fleet  of  gunboats  was  to  patrol  the  river. 
None  of  these  separate  columns  were  half  equal  in  numbers 
to  the  rebel  force  in  front  of  Shreveport — a  force  that,  as  the 
sequel  showed,  was  capable  of  being  concentrated  and  hurled  on 
to  either  of  them.  Gen.  Banks  had  been  an  able  politician,  and 
was  a  prominent  leader  in  civil  affiedrs.  He  had  not  been  tried 
much  as  a  soldier. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  1864,  the  iron  fleet  started  up  the  Red 
river,  escorting  the  transports  bearing  the  command  of  Gen. 
Smith.  After  a  little  diversion  with  an  old  rebel  encampment 
aind  fort  at  Bayou  de  Glaize,  Smithes  command  marched  over- 
land to  Fort  de  Russey,  a  strong,  bastioned  and  bomb  proof  work 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Red  river,  and  seventy  miles  from  its 
mouth.  It  was  an  absolute  necessity  that  this  fort  should  be 
stormed  and  taken  before  the  columns  could  proceed.  Its 
strength  and  position  made  it  a  complete  bar  against  any  prog- 
ress of  the  gunboats  up  the  river,  and  the  presence  of  this  fleet 
with  the  army  was  to  be  of  vast  importance.  Fortunately,  Fort 
de  Russey  was  not  strongly  garrisoned. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  Smith's  command,  including  Col. 
W.  T.  Shaw's  brigade  of  the  Fourteenth,  Twenty-seventh  and 
Thirty-second  Iowa,  with  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri,  and  Third 
Indiana  battery,  marched  nearly  thirty  miles  in  ten  hours,  and 
tiien,  after  a  little  skirmishing,  stormed  and  took  the  fort  in 
twenty  minutes.  The  federal  loss  was  small — some  forty-nine 
all  told;  but  that  was  one  of  the  brilliant  feats  of  the  war  and 
it  was  Iowa's  first  fighting  in  the  Red  river  campaign. 

For  their  galluntry  at  Fort  de  Riiss(»y,  Colonels  Gilbert,  Scott, 
and  Lt.-Col.  Newbold  received  the  thanks  of  the  brigade  comman- 
der. So,  too,  did  Capt.  Granger  and  Lieut.  Bueli  of  th«i  Twenty- 
seventh  and  Fourteenth  Iowa,  who  were  on  his  staff. 
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To  take  Fori  de  Russey,  was  to  take  Alexandria — as  that  was 
eft  now  without  protection.  On  the  approach  of  the  gunboats, 
^wo  days  later,  it  surrendered  without  a  struggle.  This  splendid 
gunboat  fleet  met  with  many  difficulties  and  many  dangers  in 
:hat  campaign.  The  water  in  the  river  was  often  too  low  for 
vessels  of  such  draft,  and  constant  attempts  were  made  to 
capture  it.  Nothing  short  of  great  ingenuity  and  severe  labor 
n  dam  building  saved  it  from  loss  by  low  water,  and  nothing 
)ut  the  bravery  of  Admiral  Porter  and  his  men  saved  it  from 
lestruction  by  the  enemy^s  batteries  along  the  shore. 

Alexandria  taken,  and  occupied  as  a  depot  for  provisions,  the 
urmy  moved  on  to  Natchitoches,  eighty  miles  farther  up  the 
•iver.  Gen.  Banks's  column  from  New  Orleans  had  joined  this 
irmy  at  Alexandria,  but  as  a  part  of  Smith's  command  was 
-ecalled  to  Vicksburg,  and  3,000  men  were  left  to  guard  Alex- 
indria,  the  available  fighting  force  was  reduced  to  20«000  men. 
3hreveport,  the  destination  of  the  army,  was  still  a  hundred 
niles  away,  and  the  iron  fleet  could  not,  on  account  of  low  water, 
)ass  farther  up  than  Grand  Ecore.  Another  large  detachment 
lad  now  to  remain  by  the  river,  protecting  the  transports. 

The  remainder  of  the  army  was  pushed  on  to  a  point  known 
IS  Pleasant  Hill,  where  the  enemy  was  met  in  force  on  the  7th 
>f  April.  He  was  pushed  back  that  day  and  the  next  morning 
:o  Sabine  Cross  Roads^  some  twelve  miles  from  Pleasant  Hill, 
p^hare  he  made  a  stand  and  fought  a  hard  battle.  The  Rebels 
lumbered  over  20,000,  and  were  commanded  by  Kirby  Smith, 
Dick  Taylor,  Mouton  and  Green. 

Banks  was  at  the  front,  and  so  too  were  his  wagon  trains. 
His  fighting  men,  too  many  of  them,  were  in  Franklin's  division, 
miles  in  the  rear.  Messenger  after  messenger  from  Banks  failed 
bo  get  them  to  the  front  till  nearly  night,  and  till  after  Gen. 
Ransom  and  others,  gallantly  fighting,  had  been  outflanked, 
3verpowered,  and  driven  back.  A  new  line  was  formed,  and  the 
union  men  fought  desperately;  but,  flushed  with  victory  and 
iiuperior  in  numbers,  the  Rebels  charged  and  flanked  again,  and 
again  our  lines  were  driven  back  in  dismay.  A  panic  seemed  to 
seize  the  troops  on  finding  the  single  road  to  the  rear  blocked 
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with  wagon  trains.  The  defeat  speedily  became  a  disaster;  many 
good  officers  were  killed  or  wounded.  A  thousand  prisoners 
were  lost,  10  guns  captured,  and  all  efforts  to  check  the  flying 
troops  were  made  in  vain.  The  army  fell  back  and  halted  at 
Pleasant  Hill,  marching  all  night  to  get  there. 

Only  two  Iowa  regiments  shared  in  this  fight  and  flight.  The 
Twenty-eighth  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  formed  a  part  of 
Col.  Raynor^s  brigade  of  the  Third  division.  Only  a  part  of  the 
Twenty-fourth,  however,  under  Maj.  Wright,  was  present.  The 
remainder,  under  Capt.  Martin,  was  guarding  trains  at  the  rear. 
The  Twenty-eighth  was  commanded  by  Col.  John  Connell.  The 
brigade  was  hurried  to  the  front,  on  the  double-quick  most  of  the 
way,  for  five  miles,  passing  two  miles  of  wagon  train  that  was  out 
of  place.  At  the  edge  of  a  field  skirted  by  a  wood  on  the  left  of 
the  Mansfield  road,  the  line  halted  and  engaged  the  enemy.  The 
whole  Third  divison  then  on  the  line  numbered  but  1,200  men. 
In  front  of  them,  and  approaching  their  flanks,  were  not  less 
than  7,000  Rebels  occupying  good  positions  and  supported  by 
several  batteries.  Here  the  brigade  stood  and  fought  till  its 
ammunition  was  almost  expended,  and  the  enemy  had  with  a 
strong  cavalr}'  force  flanked  the  division  on  both  sides.  The 
whole  line  speedily  gave  way,  each  regiment  fighting  its  way  to 
the  rear  as  best  it  could.  The  retreat  past  the  trains  blocking 
the  way  was  most  difficult,  and  the  flying  column  found  no 
safety  until  it  reached  the  line  of  the  Nineteenth  army  corps, 
forming  several  miles  at  the  rear.  Ransom^s  troops  and  the  Iowa 
regiments  had  done  the  hard  fighting  on  the  field,  and  they  were 
the  very  last  to  fall  back,  Ransom  himself  being  severely  wounded. 

The  Twenty-eighth  lost  some  80  officers  and  men  in  killed, 
wounded  and  missing.*  Col.  John  Connell  was  badly  wounded, 
and  captured.  So  too  were  Adjt.  Strong  and  Lieutenants  0.  F. 
Dorrance  and  H.  Weaver.  The  Twenty-fourth  lost  34,  many  of 
whom  were  wounded  and  captured.  Among  them  was  Capt.  W. 
C.  Dimmitt,  severely  wounded,  and  left  on  the  field.  Surgeons 
Witherwax  and  Lyons  wore  also  taken  prisoners. 


•No  official  rei>ort  of  th»?  Twonty-fiffhth  iit  Sabine  Cross  KoadH  seemb 
ever  to  havo  lx»en  inu«l«'  to  tlu»  j^'ovenior. 
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The  morning  of  the  9th  of  April,  1864,  saw  Bankers  defeated 
rmy  collected  around  the  little  hamlet  of  Pleasant  Hill.  It 
.ad  marched  all  night  in  the  hard  retreat,  but  there  had  been  no 
pursuit  from  Sabine  Grosis  Roads.  Not  until  the  early  morning 
f  this  day  did  the  Rebels  know  that  Banks  had  fallen  back, 
liey  at  once  marched  against  him,  but  it  was  late  in  the  day  before 
heir  army  was  sufficiently  formed  to  commence  the  real  attack. 

Banks^s  army  in  the  meantime  had  been  strengthened  by  A. 
.  Smithes  force  of  veterans.  It  was  fortunate  for  Banks  that 
his  was  so.  Gen.  Emory^s  division  of  Banks^s  army  was  at  the 
ront,  and  soon  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  It  was  the  division 
bat  had  checked  the  Rebels  in  their  last  attack  at  Sabine  Cross 
U)ads  the  evening  before. 

Sometime  before  noon  Qen.  Banks  directed  Col.  Shaw,  with 
is  Iowa  brigade  of  Smithes  command,  to  go  forward  to  the 
ance  of  Emory^s  division.  Col.  Shaw  had  with  him  the  Four- 
senth,  Twenty-seventh  and  Thirty-second  Iowa  infantry,  and 
be  Twenty-fourth  infantry  of  Missouri.  By  order  of  Emory, 
is  brigade  was  placed  at  the  extreme  front,  and  across  the 
fansfield  wagon  road,  relieving  a  force  under  Gen.  McMillan 
bat  had  already  been  engaged.  The  brigade  of  Gen.  D  wight 
at  Shaw's  right  and  rear,  supposed  to  be  supporting  him, 
ut  the  sequel  proved,  doing  nothing  of  the  kind.  Benedict's 
rij  e  and  other  small  forces  were  at  his  left  rear,  but  badly 
osted,  and  when  the  pinch  came,  of  little  service,  though 
Benedict  gave  his  life  in  leading  that  command  in  the  battle, 
^here  was  a  commanding  ridge  at  Shaw's  right  which  could 
rotect  the  rebels  advance.  This  he  speedily  occupied  with  the 
Venty-fourth  Missouri,  and  thus  extended  his  right,  but  Emory 
ailed  to  make  a  corresponding  move  of  D wight's  brigade;  hence 
gap  to  the  left  of  Shaw  where  stood  the  Thirty-second  Iowa. 
]mory,  in  fact,  did  not,  according  to  Shaw,  appear  on  the  field 
gain  during  the  battle.  In  front  of  Shaw's  main  line,  was  an 
Id  field  dotted  with  small  straggling  pine  trees;  behind  him  was 
dense  thicket  and  timber.  A  little  in  his  advance,  to  the  right 
nd  nearer  the  ridj^e,  was  posted  a  section  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
sew  York  battery. 
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It  was  now  three  o'clock,  and  heavy  skirmishing  had  been 
going  on  constantly.  Then  Oten.  Stone,  chief  of  Banks*s  staff, 
rode  up,  looked  at  Shaw's  line,  and  pronounced  the  position 
^^well  chosen*'  and  the  point  one  ^^to  be  held  at  all  hazards.'* 
Supports  for  right  and  left  were  promised,  but  did  not  come. 
Dwight's  brigade  was  now  out  of  position  to  be  of  use,  and  all 
efforts  to  find  that  officer  and  have  him  move  his  brigade  up, 
proved  vain. 

It  was  a  few  minutes  to  five  o^clock  when  the  Rebels  opened  a 
heavy  fire  on  Shawns  line.  The  battery  with  him,  the  Twenty-fifth 
New  York,  fired  a  few  shots  in  return  and  fled  to  the  rear, 
leaving  a  gun  as  they  ran.  A  tremendous  cavalry  dash  was 
made  by  the  enemy,  to  catch  this  flying  battery,  but  it  was 
met  by  volleys  from  the  Fourteenth  Iowa  and  Twenty- 
fourth  Missouri,  so  close,  so  withering,  that  almost  every 
man  fell  dead  from  his  saddle.  Some  of  the  men  and 
horses  of  this  fierce  charge  fell  within  the  ranks  of  the 
Fourteenth  Iowa.  Among  them  was  the  bold  and  dashing 
leader.  Col.  Bagley.  So  fatal  a  cavalry  charge  had  not 
been  made  during  the  whole  war.  This  was  immediately 
followed  by  a  charge  of  the  enemy^s  infantry  in  double  lines, 
reaching  beyond  both  fianks  of  Shaw*s  command.  They  were 
met  by  a  steady,  constant  fire,  and  the  first  line  of  the  enemy 
foU  back,  but  not  until  great  losses  had  been  inflicted  on  Shaw's 
brigade. 

At  the  same  time,  heavy  fighting  had  been  going  on  at  Shaw's 
left,  and  the  union  line  was  driven  back  in  disorder.  Shaw  was 
now  flanked  on  both  sides,  and  in  danger  of  being  surrounded, 
when  Oten,  A.  J.  Smith,  seeing  the  critical  situation  of  the 
brigade,  ordered  him  to  withdraw  at  once  and  form  a  new  line  at 
the  rear. 

Col.  Shaw  attempted  to  deliver  in  person  the  order  to  his  reg- 
iments to  retire,  as  his  officers  were  off,  s**eking  support.  Owing 
to  the  thick  brush,  it  was  nearly  impossible  to  ride  to  the  left  of 
his  brigade,  and  before  he  reached  there,  the  enemy  were  in  the 
rear  of  the  Thirty-second  Iowa.  Shaw  at  once  wheeled,  and  got 
the  remainder  of  the  brigade  off  in  good  order,  but  Col.  Scott, 
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i¥ith  the  Thirty-second,  was  of  necessity  left  to  cut  his  way  out  as 
i>est  he  could.  The  ammunition  of  the  whole  line  was  about 
expended,  and  many  brave  officers  and  men  lay  dead  before  the 
retreat  commenced.  Lt.-Col.  Mix  of  the  Thirty-second,  and 
Lt.-Col.  Newbold,  leading  the  Fourteenth,  were  already  slain  at 
ihe  post  of  honor,  and  other  noble  officers  and  patriots  sacrificed 
^heir  lives  on  that  fierce  line,  rather  than  give  one  inch  to  treason. 
Shawns  line  was  only  back  in  its  new  position,  when  a  corn- 
Dined  attack  of  the  union  army  drove  the  Rebels  from  the  field. 
The  victory,  dear  as  it  was,  was  won.  Shawns  brigade  had  made 
t  possible. 

The  long  list  of  dead  and  wounded  officers  and  men  in  that 
)rigade  proved  how  desperate  had  been  the  conflict  on  his  line. 
jike  a  wall  of  fire  his  soldiers  had  stood  between  Banks^s  army 
iud  an  overpowering  foe.  The  reward  Col.  Shaw  received  for 
lis  heroism,  and  the  sacrifices  of  his  brave  men  we  shall  see 
ater.  Each  regiment  in  that  ^'  Iron  brigade,"  as  it  was  soon 
tailed  in  the  army,  proved  itself  worthy  of  the  state  from  which 
t  came.  Hasder  fighting  than  theirs  was  not  done  on  that 
)loody  field.  Many  brave  officers  laid  down  their  lives  and  were 
nourned  by  a  sorrowing  people  in  Iowa. 

Shaw  lost  500  officers  and  men  from  his  little  command.  The 
Thirty-second  Iowa,  under  Col.  John  Scott,  with  half  its  officers 
ind  men  killed  or  wounded,  surrounded,  and  alone,  heroically  cut 
ts  way  through  the  rebel  lines,  and  in  half  an  hour  was  again  in 
)roper  line  and  anxious  to  meet  the  enemy. 

Scott  und  his  men  had  been  rather  isolated  from  the  brigade 
Jl  the  time,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground.  In  a  sense,  the 
rhirty-seeond  fought  a  battle  of  its  own,  and  alone  —  and  this 
rith  uiiparsilleled  skill  and  heroism.  Facing  in  three  directions, 
o  meet  the  exigency,  Col.  Scott^s  little  band  fought  fearlessl}' 
)u.  As  an  evidence  of  the  kind  of  fighting,  company  B,  with 
6  engaged,  had  every  officer  and  26  men  either  killed  or 
mounded.  Fiero(?r  fighting  than  occurred  on  front,  flank  and 
ear  of  the  Thirty-second  Iowa  at  Pleasant  Hill,  is  scarcely 
ecorded  in  history. 

It  was  the  Twenty -seventh  Iowa's  first  fight  after  the  gallant 
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charge  at  Fort  de  Russey,  but  led  by  their  wounded  Col.  Gilbert, 
there  was  no  officer  in  that  army  but  would  have  thought  them 
veterans. 

Lt.-CoL  Newbold^s  Fourteenth  Iowa  added  new  fame  to  a  his- 
tory alread}'  brilliant  in  war,  and  sealed  its  devotion  to  honor 
with  the  blood  of  its  leader,  and  many  of  its  officers  and  men. 

Col.  Shaw  praised  the  gallant  Missourians  who  bravely  held 
his  right,  as  brave  soldiers,  worthy  of  every  honor.  "  My  men," 
said  Shaw,  **  icere  the  first  in  the  fight  —  the  longest  in  the  fight — 
and  in  the  hardestof  the  fight  ^  and  were  the  last  to  leave  the  battle 
fieldy  All  of  his  officers  were  complimented,  and  especially  Gapt. 
Granger  and  Lieutenants  Berg  and  Buell,  of  his  staiF,  and  his  brave 
orderly,  Frederick  Nolan.  The  Thirty-second  Iowa  lost  210 
officers  and  men  in  the  battle,  mostly  killed  or  wounded. 
Among  the  killed  or  those  who  died  of  wounds,  were  Lt-Col.  Mix, 
Adjt.  0.  H.  Huntley,  Captains  Amos  B.  Miller  and  Hubert  F. 
Peebles,  and  Lieutenants  Thomas  0.  Howard  and  Abiathar  Hull. 
Lieutenants  John  Devine,  John  F.  Wright,  Wm.  D.  Templin, 
and  Capt.  M.  Ackennan  were  all  dangerously  wounded.  Capt. 
Jonathan  Hutchinson,  whose  brave  son  was  kilted  at  his  side  in 
the  battle,  received  from  Col.  Scott  special  thanks  for  gallantry. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Iowa,  led  in  the  battle  by  Col.  Gilbert, 
lost  a  total  of  88  officers  and  men.  Col.  Gilbert  was  himself 
slightly  wounded.  Capt.  J.  M.  Holbrook  and  Lieut.  J.  W. 
(Granger  were  severely  wounded,  while  Lieutenants  Samuel  O. 
Smith  and  Frank  A.  Brush  died  of  wounds  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  as  did  many  of  Banks's  army  when  the  retreat  commenced. 

The  Fourteenth  Iowa  lost  in  killed,  beside  its  commander. 
Lieutenants  Logan,  Hazlett,  MeMillen,  and  Shanklin — all  valua- 
ble officers.  Lieut.  A.  E.  Holmes  wa.s  wounded.  On  the  death 
of  the  commander,  Capt.  Warren  C.  Jones  took  charge  of  the 
regiment  and  led  it  through  the  rest  of  the  battle. 

The  Thi^^y-fif th  Iowa  was  also  engaged  at  Pletisant  Hill,  but  on 
a  diflFerent  part  of  the  field.  Its  Colonel,  S.  G.  Hill,  led  the  brigade 
in  Mower's  division  of  which  it  was  a  part,  and  Lt.-Col.  Keeler 
led  the  regiment.  Only  a  few  days  Ijefore,  the  command  had 
achieved  a  splendid  and  almost  bloodless  success  in  the  prompt 


282  IOWA  IN  WAR  TIKES, 

capture  of  llt'nderson's  Httl.     Again  nt  Pleasant  Kill  it 
thrown  to  the  front  and  shared  the  hard  fighting  and  the  vict(Hy^ 
of  the  day.     Capt.  Henry  Blanck  was  killed  and  Lieut.  DugtB  I 
mortally  wounded,  as  were  many  of  the  privates. 

Gen.  Banks  did  not  realize  that  his  troops  bad  won  a  victory  at  I 
Pleasant  Hill  and  that  the  Itebeb  were  checked.  Apparently.f 
frightened  by  the  disaster  at  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  aod  by  thefierca  1 
opposition  at  Pleasant  Hili,  he  sounded  the  grand  retreat — a 
retreat  full  of  hardships  and  some  fighting  on  the  way,  and  that 
did  not  stop  short  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

In  one  of  the  conflicts  on  the  way,  called  the  fight  of  the 
"Yellow  Bayou,"  the  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  lost  nearly  40  of  its 
numbers.  ,\moug  the  killed  were  Capt.  Burmelster  and  young 
Frederick  Hill,  son  of  Col.  S.  G.  Hill,  commanding  brigade. 
The  latter  fell  di-nd  at  his  fitther's  aide,  pierced  through  the  head 
by  a  bullet.  Later,  at  Nashville,  the  father,  too,  laid  down  his 
life  for  his  country. 

At  Pleasant  Hill,  oae>haIf  of  the  killed  and  wounded  bad 
fallen  to  Shaw's  Iron  brigade.  The  bravery  and  skill  of  Col. 
Shaw  in  holding;  that  force  to  the  front  as  be  did,  was  appreci- 
ated by  the  country;  but,  among  the  general  officers  of  Banks's 
army  there  sprang  up  at  once  a  feeling  of  envy  and  hatred  of 
the  man  whose  troops  saved  the  army  from  defeat.  They  deter- 
mined on  his  di'struction.  Injudiciously  he  gave  them  a  basis  to 
work  on.  lu  a  letter  to  a  public  journal,  printed  under  his  own 
name,  he  piibli-'hed  several  of  the  officers  of  Banks's  army  as 
incomi^etent  and  drunken  imbeciles  on  that  day  of  Pleasant  Hill. 
There  were  many  reasons  for  believing  that  he  stated  the  simple 
fact.  But  he  stirred  up  an  awful  hornet's  nest  of  sting  and  bate. 
Technically,  he  had  transgn'ssed  the  military  law  in  printing  his 
letter.  Not  l.ss  than  twenty-five  of  Banks's  ofBcers,  as  well  as 
Banks  himself,  joined  in  charges  against  the  fighting  colonel. 
They  did  not  stop  with  citing  this  violation  of  law  in  the  print- 
ing of  the  letter.  They  charged  Shaw  with  incompetency,  with 
fear,  with  rfiwanlice,  with  ordering  his  men  to  run,  while  terror 
hud  seined  upon  himself.  The  Secretary  of  War  accepted  tbaw 
oiitrageouH  faNi'hoods,  and  Col.  Shaw  was  dismissed  the  army  in 
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dagnce.  That  waa  his  reward  for  gallantry  at  Pleaeaot  Hil) ! 
Qen.  A.  J.  SiLith,  Shaw's  corps  commander,  who  witnessed 
his  gallantry  and  bis  perfect  obedience  of  orders  at  Pleasant  Hill, 
tealdfied  to  it  all  in  an  ofiScial  letter.  Shaw  demanded  that  this 
jottification  be  printed  in  the  official  military  joaznal  that  had 
contuned  the  order  of  diamisaal.  The  Secretary  of  War  refnsed 
it,  and  yet  knew  that  Shaw  had  been  dismissed  withont  even  a 
heuing. 

Shortly,  however,  the  authorities  at  Washington,  including 
the  President,  realized  that  an  outrage  had  been  committed  on  a 
galbnt  and  meritorioos  officer.  On  December  28d,  1866,  the 
fltder  o(  dismissal  was  reroked,  and  Col.  Shaw  was  girea  sn  hon- 
omUe  discharge  from  the  aerrice,  to  date  from  the  16th  day  of 
th«  prerioos  November,  the  date  on  which  bis  noble  old  regi- 
nani  liad  left  the  service.* 

*1t  ma  not  an  Dnoommon  belief  that  ShAw'i  peremptoty  ditmuaal 
withoal  a  bia),  was  to  preclude  the  poanbilit^  of  bu  provinK  the  iruth  of 
tlw  charKei  he  had  made  in  the  newspapen. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. .. 

STEELE'S  MARCH  OK  CAMDEN— BATTLES  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN. 

Spring  of  1864. 

Is  accordance  with  the  general  plan  for  co-operation  with  Oen* 
Banks,  in  the  Red  river  expedition,  Steele^s  army,  known  as  the 
Seventh  army  corps,  and  7,000  strong,  marched  ont  of  Little 
Bock  in  the  direction  of  Shreveport,  a  hundred  miles  away. 
It  was  the  23d  of  March,  1864.  About  the  same  time,  another 
force,  5,000  strong,  under  command  of  Gen.  Thayer,  left  Fort 
Smith  with  a  view  of  uniting  with  Steele^s  column  at  Arkadel- 
phia.  Owing  to  swollen  streams  and  bad  roads,  Thayer^s  colnmn 
failed  to  come  up,  and  Steele  marched  on  without  it.    It  was  on  * 

hand,  however,  in  time  for  some  of  the  battles  of  the  campaign. 

There  were  with  Steele  some  of  lowa^s  most  excellent  regi- 
ments; notably,  the  Eighteenth,  Twenty-ninth,  Thirty-third, 
Thirty-sixth,  and  Fortieth  in&ntry,  and  First  cavalry.  The 
greater  number  of  these  Iowa  men  had  marched  with  Steele  from 
Helena  in  the  previous  autumn,  in  his  successful  campaign 
against  Little  Rock.  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  A.  Rice  of  Iowa  had 
commanded  the  division,  and  the  capture  of  the  Arkansas  capital 
with  its  arsenal,  stores,  etc.,  had  been  a  brilliant  exploit.  Many 
of  the  troops  had  been  stricken  down  with  sickness  in  the  fear- 
fully unhealthy  hole  of  Helena,  and  hundreds  of  them  fell  by 
the  wayside  from  exhaustion  in  the  arduo.us  march  to  Little 
Rock.  But  after  a  winter^s  partial  rest  and  recuperation,  the 
command  was  willing  and  anxious  to  be  again  led  against  the  I 

enemy. 

In  blissful  ignorance  of  what  was  happening  to  Gen.  Banks  'I 

on  the  Red  river,  the  troops  under  Steele  pushed  along  in  the  *^ 

direction  of  Shreveport,  meeting  with  heavy  resistance  at  eveiy  1 
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river  crossing  and  at  every  swamp.  The  bridges  were  usually 
destroyed  in  advance  of  them,  and  the  roads  through  the  desolate 
and  unhealthy  section  were  horrible. 

Qen.  Rice,  in  this  movement,  commanded  the  First  brigade  of 
the  Third  division,  comprising  the  Twenty-ninth  and  Thirty- 
third  Iowa,  Fiftieth  Indiana,  and  Ninth  Wisconsin  infantry 
regiments.  The  Thirty-sixth  Iowa,  under  Col.  Eittredge,  was, 
with  the  Seventy-seventh  Ohio  and  Forty-third  Indiana,  in 
McGlean^s  Second  brigade  of  the  Third  division.  It  was  the 
second  largest  regiment  of  the  entire  force.  The  Fortieth  Iowa, 
led  by  Col.  Garrett,  was  in  Englemann^s  brigade  of  the  Third 
division  and  had  as  brigade  comrades  the  Twenty-seventh  Wis- 
consin and  the  Forty-third  Illinois  infantry. 

The  Eighteenth  Iowa,  under  Gapt.  Duncan,  was  in  Col.  Ed- 
wards's First  brigade  of  Thayer's  division.  This  regiment  had 
passed  a  horrible  winter,  doing  hard  duty  on  poor  rations,  and 
making  the  severest  marches  through  mud  and  snow  in  mid- 
winter, and  without  shelter  of  any  kind.  Spite  of  all  their 
past  sufferings,  these  heroic  men  were,  patriotically  and  with- 
out a  murmur,  marching  to  new  fatigues,  new  dangers,  and  hard 
fighting. 

What  was  true  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa,  as  to  that  winter's 
suffering,  was  true  of  other  regiments  of  Steele's  command.  In 
iact,  Valley  Forge  in  the  Revolution  scarcely  witnessed  more 
deprivations — more  sufifering,  and  more  patriotism,  than  that  of 
numerous  of  the  Iowa  regiments  in  that  winter  of  1863-186^ 
in  Arkansas.  Now,  the  spring  had  come,  and  with  new  hopes 
the  column  left  Little  Rock. 

TERRE  NOIR  BAYOU. 

The  first  opposition  mot  with,  of  real  importance,  was  near 
the  Terre  Noir  bayou,  where  the  rear  guard,  under  Col.  Thos. 
H.  Benton,  Jr.,  with  the  Twenty-ninth  Iowa,  was  attacked  by 
Shelby's  cavalry.  Shelby  had  counted  without  his  host,  for 
spite  of  courageous  fighting,  and  a  desperate  charge  on  his  part, 
Col.  Benton's  Iowa  men  were  able  to  give  him  a  rather  severe 
thrashing. 
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The  Fiftieth  Indiana  infantry,  too,  had  come  np  in  the  nick 
of  time,  and,  directed  by  Qten.  Rice,  helped  to  chase  Shelby  oat 
of  the  way.  The  Twenty-ninth  lost,  in  the  afiPair,  37  in  killed, 
wounded  and  missing.  Among  the  wounded  were  Lieutenants 
John  S.  Miller,  Allen  J.  Chantry,  John  McFarland,  and  Rotiert 
R.  Kirkpatrick.    This  was  on  the  2d  of  April. 

ELKIN'S  FORD. 

Two  days  afterward,  on  April  4,  a  much  severer  contest  took 
place  at  a  point  known  as  ^^  Elkin^s  Ford,**  on  the  Little  Sfis- 
sonri.  A  part  of  McGlean^s  brigade,  the  Thirtynsixth  Iowa 
under  Lt.-Gol.  Drake,  the  Forty-third  Indiana  under  Maj.  Nor- 
ris,  and  Lieut.  Peetz^s  Missouri  battery  had  been  sent  in  advance 
to  secure  the  passage  oyer  the  river. 

Lt.-Gol.  Drake,  with  three  companies  of  the  Forty-third  In- 
diana, and  as  many  companies  from  his  own  regiment,  together 
with  the  battery,  was  placed  on  the  farther  side  of  the  river. 
Here  they  were  attacked  by  a  strong  rebel  force  at  6  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  The  pickets,  composed  of  a  part  of  the  First 
Iowa  cavalry,  were  rapidly  driven  in  and  a  determined  effort 
made  to  turn  Drake's  left  flank.  The  Rebels  were  driven  back 
through  an  orchard  and  into  a  wood,  but  immediately,  and 
before  re-enforcements  could  get  up  to  Drake's  feeble  command, 
they  vigorously  attacked  his  right  flank.  This  charge,  too,  by 
dint  of  hard  fighting  and  good  maneuvering  on  the  part  of 
Drake  and  his  300  men,  was  held  in  check.  At  the  same  time 
the  enemy  opened  with  four  field  pieces  against  the  union  line. 
Peetz's  battery  gave  them  back  as  much  as  they  sent,  though 
the  engagement  continued  for  another  hour. 

It  was  a  tougli  struggle  for  the  little  band  of  men  fighting 
Marmaduke  with  his  2,000  soldiers.  Once,  after  a  momentary 
pause,  Marmaduke  prepared  for  a  charge,  by  placing  artillery  at 
front  and  right  and  left,  in  position  to  rake  the  woods,  and  np 
and  down  Drake's  lines,  with  solid  shot  and  canister.  In  a  few 
moments  the  ball  opened,  and  to  the  sound  of  their  rapidly 
firing  guns,  the  Rebels  made  the  charge  along  the  whole  line. 
Drake's  men  resisted  as  long  as  possible,  giving  ground  only 
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iuch  by  inch,  until  the  left  gave  way  and  fell  back  on  Col.  Kit- 
redge^s  six  companies  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Iowa.  These  came  np 
in  time  to  hurl  the  yelling,  half-victorious  Rebels  back.  On 
Drake's  right,  his  men  held  their  ground  and  fought  till  the 
enemy  were  repulsed.  Gen.  Rice  came  to  the  front  with  the 
Twenty-ninth  Iowa  and  Ninth  Wisconsin,  but  too  late  to  be  of 
service.  He  was  in  time,  however,  to  receive  a  slight  wound  in 
the  head  from  a  rebel  grape  shot. 

This  was  pre-eminently  Lt.-Gol.  Drake's  battle,  and  he  and 
his  brave  subordinates  and  soldiers  fought  it  gallantly.  ^'  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  Col.  Drake  for  his  distinguished 
gallantry  and  determined  courage  in  this  contest,''  says  the  brig- 
ade commander  in  his  report.  Col.  Kittredge,  too,  and  Maj.  Nor- 
ris  and  Lieut.  Peetz  of  the  battery,  all  received  the  deserved 
thanks  of  the  commander. 

Drake  lost  some  31  men  in  killed  and  wounded  out  of  his  little 
band.  Eleven  of  these  were  from  the  First  Iowa  cavalry.  Lieut. 
Dow  of  the  First  cavalry  was  slightly  wounded.  Drake  men- 
tions the  name  of  each  one  of  his  company  officers  as  worthy  of 
high  commendation  for  bravery,  and  his  two  orderlies,  G^rge 
Barr  and  Henry  J.  Clingiield  of  the  First  cavalry  are  referred  to 
as  good  and  brave  soldiers.  The  brigade  commander  also  men- 
tioned for  gallantr}'  Col.  C.  W.  Kittredge,  Lt.-Col.  Drake  and 
Capt.  W.  E.  Whitredge. 

Elkin's  Ford  was  a  hint  to  Price's  and  Marmaduke's  men,  who 
were  hanging  about  the  flanks  of  Steele's  army,  that  their 
obstructing  process  was  one  of  great  danger;  yet  before  another 
week  they  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  across  the  way  of  the 
advancing  column  at  Prairie  (T  Anfie.  Engelmann's  brigade 
found  the  Rebels  in  force  at  this  place  at  4  o'clock  of  Sunday 
afternoon,  April  the  10th,  1864.  A  force  of  rebel  skirmishers 
were  found  waiting  at  the  edge  of  the  big  prairie,  while  on  the 
ridge  behind,  running  east  and  west,  a  large  force  of  rebel  cav- 
alry, with  some  artillery,  was  deployed  as  if  for  battle. 

Col.  Engelmann  immediately  brought  forward  an  Illinois  bat- 
tery, and  placing  it  in  position,  ordered  the  Fortieth  Iowa,  Col. 
Garrett,  to  the  right  of  it,  and  the  Forty-third  Illinois  to  the 
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left,  with  the  Twenty-eeventh  Wisconsin  broaght  up  as  a 
resenre.  Shortly,  the  two  first  regiments  were  deployed  as 
skirmishers  and  pushed  on  to  the  second  ridge.  The  Forty- 
third  got  there  first,  but  closely  followed  by  the  Fortieth  Iowa. 
A  fire  of  rebel  artillery  was  at  once  opened  on  the  line,  but  it 
was  steadily  adyanced,  an4  with  it  came  Biceps  brigade  to  its  left 
and  a  cavalry  force  to  its  right.  Darkness  now  came  on,  but 
skirmishing  and  artillery  firing  were  kept  up  along  the  line  till 
10  o^clock  in  the  night,  when  suddenly  the  Rebels  made  a  charge 
on  a  union  battery.  It  was  met  by  the  Fortieth  Iowa  and  the 
Twenty-seventh  Wisconsin,  together  with  Yaughn^s  battery.  It 
asted  but  a  few  minutes,  and  the  Rebels  were  sent  flying  for  the 
night. 

The  union  line  lay  down  in  ranks  and  slept  as  best  they  could 
on  the  open  prairie,  without  fires,  and  the  night  cold  and  frosty. 
Morning  brought  a  clear  field  and  the  Rebels  gone.  The 
Fortieth  had  lost  a  number  of  men  in  the  engagement,  and , 
among  the  wounded,  though  slightly,  were  Lieutenants  Ward 
and  Amos.  Maj.  S.  G.  Smith  led  the  skirmishers  at  Prairie  d* 
Anne,  assisted  by  Lieut.  Edmundson. 

It  was  at  Prairie  d*  Anne  that  Glen.  Steele  first  heard  rumors 
of  the  utter  defeat  and  &ilure  that  had  overtaken  Banks^s  col- 
umn on  the  Red  river.  Why  he  did  not  immediately  turn  and 
mi    ih  his  army  out  of  the  trap  that  was  now  preparing  for  him, 

A 1  ber  of  astonishment.  Instead  of  retreating,  when  there 
was  nothing  but  danger  and  possible  disaster  in  advancing,  he 
simply  deflected  from  his  course  a  little,  and  marched  his  army 
on,  fighting  by  the  way,  to  the  town  of  Camden.  Hmre,  with 
abundant  news  of  the  disaster  to  Banks,  he  delayed  two  weeks, 
doing  little  else  apparently  than  furnishing  wagon  trains  and 
supplies  to  the  Rebels,  now  active  and  operating  in  every  direc- 
tion on  front,  flank  and  rear. 

Once,  before  reaching  Camden,  and  near  the  village  of 
Moscow,  his  column  was  attacked  in  rear.  Col.  Edwards  of 
Iowa  happened  to  be  there  with  his  brigade,  inclodiog  some 
Arkansas  regiments,  the  Second  Indiana  batteiy,  and  the 
Eighteenth  Iowa  infantry.    Capt  Duncan  led  the  Iowa  boyi. 
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and  this  regiment,  with  the  battery,  fought  the  Rebels,  though 
several  times  outnumbered  by  them,  and  held  them  in  check  till 
tiie  division  came  up  to  the  front.  The  regiment  was  engaged 
several  hours,  but  its  loss,  fortunately,  was  small.  One  of  its  cap- 
tains, J.  K.  Morey,  was  complimented  for  bravery  in  the  action, 
while  acting  on  the  brigade  staff  as  assistant  adjutant  general. 

During  the  stay  at  Camden,  the  soldiers  suffered  for  want  of 
proper  rations — making  what  had  the  appearance  of  a  rest 
really  worse  than  the  march.  There  was,  too,  a  universal  feel* 
ing  of  uneasiness  among  the  men.  Something,  nobody  knew 
what,  was  about  to  happen,  and  everybody  realized  that  Steele^s 
army  was  probably  in  a  very  tight  place.  It  was,  in  fact,  in  a 
strange  section  of  country,  far  from  its  base,  without  food  and 
very  nearly  surrounded  by  an  enemy  daily  increasing  in  numbers. 
It  was  a  sorry  and  disquieting  outlook.  Large  details  were  made 
daily  to  hunt  forage  and  to  run  country  mills  and  keep  them 
grinding  com  for  the  army,  while  all  the  time  the  wagon  trains 
with  supplies  were  being  lost  by  capture  and  the  enemy  con- 
stantly becoming  bolder  and  more  dangerous. 

POISON  SPRINGS. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  one  of  the  trains  sent  out  for  forage 
met  with  a  dreadful  mishap  and  a  sad  loss  of  heroic  lives.  This 
train,  guarded  by  a  regiment  of  Kansas  colored  troops  under 
Col.  Williams,  was  some  fifteen  miles  from  the  town.  On  being 
threatened  by  the  Rebels,  an  additional  guard,  consisting  of  the 
Eighteenth  Iowa  infantry  and  a  section  of  the  Second  Indiana 
batter}',  was  sent  to  its  aid.  The  colored  regiment  was  placed 
in  front  of  the  train  and  the  Iowa  regiment  at  its  rear.  A 
couple  of  hundred  cavalrymen  also  formed  part  of  the  escort. 

Suddenly,  like  a  clap  of  thunder,  the  whole  force,  train,  men 
and  all,  were  attacked  by  a  rebel  column  supposed  to  be  6,000 
strong.  In  the  first  shock,  the  colored  regiment  at  the  head  of 
the  train,  though  fighting  bravely,  were  overwhelmed  and  being 
shot  down  and  munlered.  They  gave  way  and  retreated  in 
diwrder. 

On  came  tlu»  yellinj^  Rel>el3  against  the  Eighteenth  Iowa, 
I.  W.T.-19 
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toping  to  overwhelm  and  destroy  them  in  the  same  way.  Inch 
)y  inch  they,  too,  fell  back,  but  fighting  so  stubbornly  as  to 
tretch  hundreds  of  the  enemy  dead  on  the  grass.  With  a  terri- 
ble desperation,  as  determined  to  have  that  train  as  though 
heir  existence  depended  upon  it,  the  Rebels  continued  to  fight 
\n  over  the  dead  bodies  of  their  comrades.  Rod  by  rod,  the  meu 
»f  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  were  being  driven  back,  resisting  not 
ess  than  seven  charges.  Then  seeing  themselves  surroundefl 
ind  about  to  be  lost,  they  fixed  their  bayonets  and  with  a  rush 
lut  their  way  through  the  rebel  line. 

Of  course  the  train  was  lost,  bi^t  had  the  Eighteenth  Iowa 
lever  fired  another  gun,  its  heroic  fight  for  the  forage  train  at 
^oison  Springs  would  entitle  its  name  to  be  written  high  on 
ows's  scroll  of  honor.* 

The  regiment  got  back  to  Camden  with  a  loss  of  some  80  men. 
kll  of  its  officers  and  men  had  been  heroes.  Capt.  Thomas 
31anchard,  though  wounded,  seized  the  colors  and  rallied  the 
nen  about  them  under  a  heavy  fire.  Captains  Clover,  Stonaker 
knd  Conaway,  with  Sergeants  Bowers,  Oleson,  Dean,  Mardis, 
Jullock  and  Kirkpatrick,  were  all  mentioned  for  gallantry. 

Who  the  commander  was  that  could  send  a  great  forage  train 
»ut  among  the  enemy,  guarded  by  only  a  few  hundred  inexper- 
enced  colored  soldiers,  does  not  appear.  The  act  was  on  a  par, 
lowever,  with  many  other  acts  of  this  campaign  of  mud,  blun- 
ler,  and  supreme  heroism.  Possibly  had  Banks,  around  on  the 
led  river,  hud  more  competent  commanders  on  his  expedition, 
ind  fewer  dandies  and  drunkards,  he  would  not  have  failed,  and 
eft  Steele's  forces  to  wander  about  aimless  and  surrounded  in 
in  enemy's  country.  Every  hour  that  Steele  was  now  staying 
n  Camden  was  u  sacrifice  of  brave  soldiers'  lives. 


*In  this  onslaught,  luanv  of  the  colored  troops  were  butchered  in  cold 
jlood  and  th(>  colond  Hcrvantii  of  captured  officers  were  shot  down  before 
heir  eyen.  All  protost  uMrainst  this  southern  barbarism  was  met  with 
hreats  of  similar  fate  to  the  oflicers  themselves.  Some  of  oar  private 
oldiers  wore  killed  after  surrender,  because  they  hod  been  captured  *  fight- 
nfif  with  the  d— d  ni^fiferx/' 
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MARK'S  MILLS. 


Four  days  after  the  loss  of  the  train  at  Poison  Springs  another 
large  train  of  240  wagons  was  started  out,  this  time  for  Pine 
Bluff,  to  bring  supplies.  McClean^s  brigade  and  a  small  body  of 
cavalry  formed  the  escort.  As  McClean  and  the  other  colonels 
were  not  able  for  duty,  and  possibly  saw  little  honor  in  being 
slaughtered  merely  in  defense  of  a  lot  of  wagons  and  mules,  Lt.- 
Col.  Drake  was  put  in  command  of  the  force.  Maj.  Hamilton  of 
Ottumwa  went  in  command  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Iowa,  Maj. 
Norris  of  the  Forty-third  Indiana,  Capt.  McGormack  of  the 
Seventy-seventh  Ohio,  Maj.  McAulley  of  the  cavalry,  and  Lieut. 
Peetz  of  the  battery. 

The  roads  were  simply  horrible  —  almost  impassable,  and  in 
many  places  had  to  be  corduroyed  before  a  single  wagon  could 
croflB.  Toiling  along  in  the  mud  and  mire  of  Moro  swamp, 
the  train  and  escort  were  attacked  by  6,000  Rebels  in  the  early 
morning  of  the  25th  of  April.  Lt.-Col.  Drake  was  not  wholly 
unprepared.  He  had  suspected  mischief  every  step  of  the  way, 
and  his  little  band  of  cavalr}*  had  been  flying  in  all  direc- 
tions guarding  against  surprise.  Special  precautions  had  been 
taken  the  night  of  the  24th,  as  the  train  had  to  halt  while  the 
pioneers  worked  the  whole  night  through,  endeavoring  to  make 
the  road  through  the  muddy  bottom  passable.  A  train  of  two 
or  three  hundred  heavy  army  wagons,  with  six  mule  teams  to 
each  wagon,  is  no  light  thing  to  march  with,  in  astrange  country, 
over  wretched  roads,  and  with  a  mounted  and  desperate  enemy 
prowling  by  thousands  on  right,  left  and  in  front,  only  waiting 
a  favorable  moment — an  ambush  —  bridgeless  stream,  or  a  dark 
night,  to  pounce  on  the  train  and  capture  or  destroy  its  escort. 

And  yet  it  was  by  means  of  such  wagon  trains  that  the  armies 
of  the  West  and  South  were  usually  supplied,  when  away  from 
their  base  of  operations.  No  greater  heroism  ever  was  displayed 
in  battle — not  in  th(*  fierce  bayonet  charge,  nor  in  the  storming 
of  rebel  forts,  than  was  displayed  a  thousand  times  daring  the 
war  by  small  detachments  of  men  ii<^hting,  often  hand  to  hand, 
and  always  against  superior  numbers,  in  defense  of  the  supply 
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trains  of  the  army.  To  lo3e  a  train  was  to  leave  the  army  to 
starve — to  invite  defeat  and  disaster.  Bullets  were  not  so  neces- 
sary as  "hard  tack"  and  bacon,  and  the  Gghts  in  defense  of  the 
wagon  traina  in  the  war,  though  unrecorded,  were  not  less  heroic 
than  many  of  the  fiercest  battles. 

Lt.-Col.  Drake  must  have  felt  himself  complimented  on 
beiug  selected  by  Gen.  Steele  to  take  a  train  several  miles  long 
back  to  Hie  Arkansas  river,  for  food  for  his  army.  His  escort 
however,  was  far  too  small.  Whether  Steele  feared  to  spare 
more  men  from  the  front,  or  whether  it  was  one  of  the  usual 
blunders  of  that  campaign,  is  not  clear.  It  is  only  certain  that 
Drake  was  sent  out  with  hare  1,600  men,  to  guard  a  train  several 
miles  in  length  and  protect  it  on  ths  move,  against  a  force  of 
6,000  strong. 

At  daylight  of  the  25th,  the  long  train  started  on  its  way  out 
of  Moro  swamp.  The  Forty-third  Indiana  and  a  section  of  artil- 
lery marched  ahead.  The  Seventy-seventh  Ohio  and  another 
section  of  artillery  followed  behind,  while  Maj.  Hamilton,  with 
his  Thirty-sixth  Iowa,  marched  along  the  Eanks  of  the  train. 
They  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  the  advance  ran  on  to  a  line  of 
rebel  skirmishers,  on  a  ridge  known  as  the  "Red  Lands,"  at  the 
junction  of  the  Warren  and  Camden  roads.  Drake,  who  was 
nearly  at  the  rear  of  the  train,  hurried  to  the  front,  bringing 
with  him  the  Tbirty-sisth  Iowa  and  some  detached  companies  of 
the  Forty-third  Indiana.  All  the  troops  were  ordered  to  double 
quick  to  the  front,  and  good  skirmish  lines  were  scarcely  engaged 
before  two  whole  brigades  of  Rebels  made  a  charge  on  the  Forty- 
third  Indiana.  They  were  met  with  a  shout  and  a  blaze  of 
musketry  that  drove  tliem  from  the  rear,  Hamilton,  with  his 
men,  was  ordered  to  support  the  advance,  and  was  barely  in  posi- 
tion when  the  enemy  started  on  a  second  charge.  The  Forty- 
third  ImlJan^L  now  opened  its  line  to  right  and  left  a  little,  to 
make  room  for  the  guns  shotted  with  grape  and  canister,  quietly 
waiting  the  Rishels'  approach.  AH  at  once  they  came  in  a 
stormingcolumu,andat  seventy- five  yards  the  battery  unloosed 
its  fire,  while  the  Thirty-sixth  Iowa,  rising  from  where  it  lay  in 
line,  poured  another  liot  fire  into  the  compact  rebel  colamna. 
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rhey  staggered,  halted  and  fell  back,  leaving  many  dead  and 
wounded,  but  only  to  rally  and  to  charge  again.  They  knew 
their  own  numbers,  and  the  weakness  of  the  union  column. 
For  some  time  the  conflict  raged,  with  the  Indiana  regiment,  the 
Iowa  regiment,  and  the  battery  bearing  all  the  brunt  of  the 
battle.  The  Seventy-seventh  Ohio  had  not  yet  reached  the  front, 
and  Drake,  while  placing  some  of  the  companies  in  position  for 
a  charge,  was  shot  down,  almost  mortally  wounded.  Soon  other 
rebel  regiments  and  brigades  were  seen  crowding  to  the  front, 
but  the  Iowa  and  Indiana  men,  though  discouraged  and  driven 
back,  fought  single-handed  and  individually  till  their  cartridge 
boxes  were  empty. 

Surrounded,  outnumbered,  out  of  ammunition,  and  many  of 
their  comrades  stretched  on  the  field,  what  was  there  to  do? 
The  story  is  soon  told.  They  surrendered.  The  train  for  which 
they  had  fought  so  gallantly  was  lost.  Only  150  of  the  entire 
command  escaped.  Eight  to  nine  hundred  dead  and  wounded 
Uy  upon  the  battle  field,  half  of  whom  were  Rebels  and  many 
were  negroes,  train  followers,  etc.,  whom  the  Rebels,  with  the 
atrocity  of  devils,  inhumanly  butchered.  Col.  Drake  and  Maj. 
Hamilton  were  captured  with  the  rest,  but  Drake,  on  account  of 
his  wounds,  was  shortly  paroled.  Maj.  Hamilton  and  the  rest  of 
the  captured  column,  among  whom  were  Chaplain  Hare,  Surgeons 
Strong  and  Smith,  and  the  gallant  and  accomplished  Adjt. 
Mahon,  were  marched  off  to  Tyler,  in  Texas,  where  they  endured, 
for  long  and  weary  months,  the  sufferings  of  horrible  rebel 
prisons.  Many  of  the  men  sickened  and  died,  or,  as  in  other 
southern  prisons,  simply  starved  to  death.  Maj.  Hamilton 
escaped,  at  last,  and,  after  enduring  numberless  fatigues  and 
sufferings,  reached  the  union  lines.  Captains  Miller  and  Lam- 
bert who  escaped  with  him  reached  home  only  in  time  to  die. 

About  300  of  Drake's  command  were  killed  or  wounded. 
Among  the  killed  was  Lieut.  John  May  of  the  Thirty-sixth, 
while  Lieut.  John  A.  Hurlbut  was  severely  wounded,  and  Lieut. 
John  N.  Wright  and  Capt.  John  M.  Porter  slightly.  Lt.-Col. 
Drake's  wounds  crippled  him  for  life.  Maj.  Hamilton's  actios 
on  the  field  was  noted  for  great  coolness  and  courage. 
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''Drake/^  says  Horace  Greeley,  speaking  of  this  battle,  ^^inade 

perhuman  efiorts,  and  was  every  where  at  the  point  of  danger.^ 
[o  wonder  that  later,  at  the  soggestion  of  his  brother  offioeis 

d  superiors,  he  was  breveted  brigadier  general  for  serrioeB. 
e  had  earned  his  star.  Col.  Drake,  in  his  report  of  the  battle, 
ghly  complimented  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command. 
ome  of  them   were  staff  officers  from  other  commands  who 

.ppened  to  be  with  the  escort  on  their  way  to  Little  Bock. 
.moQg  them  was  Capt.  Townsend,  whom  Drake  lamented  as  a 
rave  and  gallant  officer.    This  fight  by  Moro  swamp  is  oftenest 

lown  as  the  battle  of  Markka  Mills. 

BATTLE  OF  J£NKINS*  FERRY. 

The  disaster  of  Mark's  Mills  led  the  Rebels  into  boasting  that 

Dw  Steele's  whole  army  would  be  destroyed.    Its  early  capture 

considered  by  them  a  certainty.    They  forgot  one  important 

kctor^the  valor  of  Steele^s  soldiers.    Qen.  Steele  now  saw, 

Dwever,  that  an  early  retreat  from  Camden  was  imperative,  and 

*'  taps  "  of  the  night  of  April  26th,  the  soldiers  were  quietly, 

it  quickly,  marched  out  of  the  town  over  the  Washita  river, 

id  started  on  the  miserable  retreat  to  Little  Rock — a  retreat,  the 

iportance  of  which  was,  at  the  time,  not  realized,  so  much  was 

le  country  excited  over  the  great  battles  under  Grant  in  the 

ast,  and  Sherman  fighting  for  Atlanta. 

Kirby  Smith's  whole  army  having  nearly  destroyed  Bankers 

>lumu  on  the  Red  river,  was  now  free  to  concentrate  with  Glen. 

rice  and  pounce  on  the  retreating,  half-starved  troops  of  Oen. 

teele.    A  small  force  had  been  left  in  front,  or  rather  behind 

anks's  column,   to  deceive  him,   and  the  remainder  of  the 

ictorious  Rebels  were  now  here  in  hot  pursuit  of  Steele.    In 

»ite  of  hard  and   forced  marching  they   were  overtaken  in 

iree  days. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  April,  Engelmann^s  brigade, 

Harding  the  rear  of  Steele^s  army,  felt  the  pursuers  on  its 

els.    It  was  at  the  low  bluflb  bordering  the  bottom  of  the 

aline  river,  and  near  to  the  crossing  known  as  Jenkins*  Fbny. 

teele  had  on   that  day  made  a  quick,  .well-managed  flank 


3TEELE*8  MABCH  OX  CAKDEN.  295 

moyement,  to  reach  the  Saline  river,  intending  to  put  that 
stream  as  a  barrier  between  himself  and  the  enemy.  His  army 
commenced  crossing  that  night  on  a  pontoon  bridge,  but  the 
long  trains,  the  perfectly  horrible  roads,  the  beating  rain,  the 
darkness,  the  starving  teams,  and  the  almost  starving  soldiers, 
made  the  movement  hard  and  slow. 

Steele  saw  that  he  was  too  late.  The  army  and  the  trains 
could  not  be  over  by  daylight,  and  a  hard  battle  with  over- 
powering numbers  was  imminent.  That  night,  at  2  o^clock,  he 
sent  for  Qen.  Samuel  A.  Rice  to  meet  him  at  his  quarters  in 
Mrs.  Jenkins's  log  cabin  near  the  ferry.  ^^  The  enemy ,^^  said 
be  to  Rice,  ^'  will  attack  us  at  daylight,  and  I  look  to  you  to 
hold  them  in  check  until  the  remainder  of  the  army  can  get 
across  on  the  pontoon."' 

The  Thirty-third  Iowa,  of  Rice's  brigade,  had  already  been 
sent  back  to  the  rear  to  remain  on  picket  with  Engelmann 
till  daylight.  All  that  night,  men  and  teams  floundered  along 
in  the  storm  and  mud  and  darkness,  trying  to  get  over  the 
river.  The  whole  Saline  bottom,  some  two  miles  wide,  and 
full  of  dense  timber,  was  overflowed,  and  like  an  interminable 
swamp.  Where  there  was  no  water,  there  was  mud,  and  the 
darkness  was  utter,  save  where  an  occasional  friendly  flash  of 
lightning  revealed  to  the  pickets  a  strong  foe,  close  by,  waiting 
on  the  daylight. 

It  was  a  perilous  situation,  for  when  daylight  came,  the  army 
and  trains  were  not  half  over  the  river.  After  daylight  that 
morning,  the  picket  men  of  the  Thirty-third  saw  a  whole  brig- 
ade of  Rebels  in  full  sight,  quietly  and  in  perfect  line  marching 
to  their  left.  The  pickets  were  not  seen  by  the  Rebels,  and  dis- 
cretion bade  them  not  to  fire.  Gen.  Rice  rode  to  the  rear,  to  see 
his  hard-worked,  half-famished  regiment,  the  Thirty-third  Iowa, 
and  in  an  effort  to  bring  them  back  a  little  from  their  too 
advanced  position,  wakened  the  wrath  of  the  enemy,  who  immed- 
iately attacked  with  skirmishers.  Another  regiment  of  his  brig- 
ade, the  Fiftieth  Indiana,  was  hurried  up  to  the  left  of  the  Thirty- 
third  Iowa,  and  the  riMiiainder  of  his  brigiide  formed  a  new  line 
half  a  mile  farther  back.     To  this  second  line,  the  Thirty-third 
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lie  Fiftieth  retired.  The  Thirty-third  having  been  on  duty 
I  night  in  the  rain,  and  without  fires,  was  permitted  to  fall 
ek  a  little  to  prepare  some  breakfast,  a  task  qnickly  done,  as 

men's  haTersacks  contained  absolutely  nothing  more  than  a 
btle  black  coffee.  Even  that  was  scarcely  prepared  before  fresh 
irmishing  commenced,  and  the  regiment  was  hmried  back  into 

,  this  time  to  the  left  of  the  brigade. 
T    y  were  scarcely  in  position,  when,  with  a  yigorons  assault 
om  the  enemy,  the  battle  of  Jenkins*  Ferry  commenced.  Cox's 
eek  is  a  little  stream  coming  in  through  the  bottom  at  nearly 
g[ht  angles  to  the  riyer.    This  creek  was  to  Rice^s  right,  and 

its  opposite  side  and  on  his  right  flank,  the  first  attack  Wss 

e  by  the  enemy  on  two  companies  of  the  Twenty-Ninth 

and  a  detachment  of  Engelmann^s  brigade  that  happened 

be  there.    The  attack  there  was  light,  and  a  feint,  to  cover  the 

rere  assault  on  the  Thirty-third  Iowa  and  the  Fiftieth  Indiana  at 

e  left.    Col.  Mackey  was  leading  the  Thirty-third,  and  the  regi- 

nt  met  the  shock  like  veterans;  but  the  attacking  force  was  too 

rong,  and  the  left  of  the  regiment  fell  back  some  S50  yards,  the 

ny  having  got  on  the  left  fiank  and  rear.  Immediately  Bice  led 

B  Twelfth  Kansas  infantry  up  to  the  position  yielded,  and  the 

I    as  men  went  in  with  a  yelL    The  ground  was  regained* 

ThirtyH;hird  not  only  got  back  on  its  line,  but  the  whole 

gade  advanced  300  yards. 

All  this  time,  the  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  and  the  Ninth  Wisoon- 
1  had  been  firing  on  the  right  until  their  ammunition  boxes 

8  nearly  empty;  and,  worst  of  all,  the  enemy,  again  concen- 

ug  his  forces  there,  was  rapidly  fianking  them  and  pouring 
raking  enfilading  fire  into  that  part  of  the  line.  Another 
msas  regiment  was  hurried  to  the  front  to  support  this  right 
ng;  it  was  the  Second  colored,  and  its  coming  checked  the 
)el  fire.    Other  regiments  were  sent  to  the  left  also,  and  one 

re  to  the  right;  and  at  that  moment  the  Bebels  came  on  to  the 
3^ht  in  a  f  arious  charge,  accompanied  l^  a  few  rafnd  shots  from 
lection  of  artillery. 
The  struggle  lasted  some  time,  when  the  enemy^s  line  fell 

k,  and  the  colored  regiment,  with  the  Twenty  ninth  Iowa, 
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charged  and  took  his  guns.  It  was  a  brave  straggle,  this  captare 
of  the  guns,  and  brought  just  honor  to  both  regiments.  With 
the  capture  of  this  battery,  and  the  repulse  of  this  attack  on  the 
right,  there  came  a  pause  in  the  battle.  It  was  only  a  lull  in  the 
storm,  for  Steele^s  men  had  barely  replenished  their  cartridge 
boxes,  when  the  enemy,  after  a  little  feinting  on  the  right, 
rushed  on  in  a  fresh  assault  at  the  left. 

Here  the  Thirty-third  Iowa,  part  of  the  Fortieth  Iowa,  the 
Fiftieth  Indiana,  the  Twelfth  Kansas,  and  a  part  of  the  Second 
brigade,  stood  in  the  mud  and  water  and  did  such  fighting  as 
had  never  been  seen  in  Arkansas.  Every  man  standing  there  in 
the  mud  and  water,  firing  his  two  hundred  rounds  that  day, 
realized  that  for  their  line  to  break,  was  to  lose  the  whole  of 
Steele's  army.  Nobody  waited  now  for  orders.  Every  man 
loaded  and  fired  as  fast  as  he  could,  regardless  of  the  comrades 
dropping  beside  him  in  death,  or  moaning  with  their  terrible 
wounds.  Only  to  cool  their  heated  muskets  in  the  water  at  their 
feet,  did  the  men  ever  pause  in  the  steady  constant  fire  of  that 
fierce  battle. 

There  was  no  sound  of  cannon.  No  artillery,  except  the  cap- 
tared  battery,  had  been  used,  but  there  was  a  crashing  of  mus- 
ketry that  came  like  the  falling  of  some  mighty  forest.  Stand- 
ing there  in  the  mud  and  water,  facing  death,  and  desperately 
fighting,  the  privates  in  the  ranks  were  saving  Steele's  army. 
Not  quite  4,000  of  the  army  were  engaged;  many  were  with  the 
artillery  across  the  river.  The  greater  part  of  Thayer's  brigade 
were  not  engaged  at  all.  The  Rebels  were  three,  if  not  five,  to 
one  against  them.  There  was,  possibly,  not  a  battle  in  the  whole 
war,  where  more  individual  heroism  was  displayed  than  was 
shown  by  the  subordinates  and  privates  of  Steele's  army,  fight- 
ing there  in  the  swamps  and  woods  at  Jenkins's  Ferry. 

Owing  to  the  re-enforcing  regiments  reaching  the  field  being 
led  into  position  by  Gen.  Rice,  that  able  officer  was  virtually  in 
command  of  the  whole.  It  was  fortunate,  for  Rice  was  a  cool, 
courageous  and  competent  commander.  Steele  trusted  him; 
better,  his  own  men  trusted  him.  Every  moment  saw  him  in 
the  post  of  danger,  encouraging  the  men,  or  leading  them  into 
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better  positions.  He  was  eTery  where  in  the  battle  swamp,  untfl, 
shot  down  by  a  minie-ball,  he  was  borne  from  the  field  and  sent 
home  to  die.  Qen,  Rice  was  taken  from  the  field  by  a  yonng  officer 
of  his  staff  who  had  himself  been  noticeable  for  gallantry  in  the 
thickest  of  the  battle— coolly  riding  np  and  down  the  linea,  plac* 
ing  regiments  and  companies  as  directed^  and  never  for  a  moment 
away  from  the  post  of  duty  and  danger.  His  qnalitieB  aa  a  gallant 
young  officer  soon  brought  him  desenred  promotion  to  the  staff 
of  Oen.  Steele.    This  was  Maj.  John  F.  Lacqr,  of  Oskalooaa. 

Gen.  Bice's  place  was  immediately  taken  by  Col.  Salomon,  of 
the  Ninth  Wisconsin.  Steadily  the  men  stuck  to  the  fierce 
work.  There  was  no  jrielding,  spite  of  superior  nnmben. 
Hunger  and  thirst,  and  weariness  and  danger  were  forgotten. 
The  brave  men  only  remembered  that  th<qr  were  there  to  hold 
that  line,  and  they  held  it.  Every  assault  was  repulsed,  eveiy 
advance  of  the  enemy  driven  back.  Three  fiags,  a  battery  and 
numerous  prisoners  had  been  captured.  The  swamp  was  fnll 
of  the  rebel  slain,  and  his  force  was  driven  back  nearly  to  the 
bluffs. 

Noon  came,  and  with  it  a  pause  in  the  confiict.  Knowing 
that  heavy  re-enforcements  would  reach  the  Rebels  in  an  hour, 
Steele  wisely  ordered  the  little  army  to  withdraw  across  the  river. 
Leisurely  and  unpursued,  the  tired  heroes,  begrimed  vrith  mod, 
powder  and  blood,  crossed  the  stream  and  camped  close  hy  on 
the  other  side. 

The  battle  was  over,  and  SteeWs  army,  by  the  supreme  hero- 
ism of  its  men,  had  saved  itself.  The  sacrifice  to  the  lists  of 
dead  and  wounded  was  large  for  so  small  a  force.  Iowa,  especi- 
ally, lost  heavily  in  the  battle.  That  afternoon,  the  rebel  com- 
mander sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  to  ask  permission  to  bury  his 
dead  and  care  for  the  wounded.  The  act  proved  hia  iBCOgnitioii 
of  a  lost  battle.  Three  of  his  generals  and  many  leaser  officers 
laid  down  their  lives  in  the  attack.  Of  subordinates  and  privates 
he  probably  lost  not  lees  than  1,500.  The  losses  in  one  of  his 
divisions  (Walker's)  was  never  reported.  Our  own  lorn  waa 
proportionately  large. 

Col.  Oarrett,  who,  with  only  a  hondred  of  his  Fortieth  Iowa 
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fought  long  and  gallantly  on  the  extreme  left,  lost  almost  eyery 
other  man  killed  or  woanded.  The  companies  of  the  Fortieth 
Iowa  on  the  right  also  fought  gallantly,  but  lost  fewer  men. 
These  fierce  fighting  companies  ot  the  Fortieth  were  B,  E,  H,  K 
and  G.  led  by  Captains  Campbell  and  Sennett,  and  Lieutenants 
Amos  and  Christie  and  Sergt.  Baird;  Maj.  Smith  commanded  their 
skirmishers,  aided  by  Lieut.  Edmundson.  Sergt.  Baird  was  severely 
wounded,  and  was  complimented  by  Col.  Garrett  for  bravery,  as 
was  Color-bearer  Mortimer  W.  Nelson — ''as  brave  a  man  as  ever 
bore  a  flag,'^  says  the  colonel.  Color-guards  Davis  and  Bare 
were  both  wounded;  noble  Sergt.  Simmons,  shot  in  the  breast  and 
dying,  heunl  that  the  foe  were  beaten,  waved  his  hand,  and  with 
a  smile  on  his  lips,  breathed  his  last. 

Col.  Benton's  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  had  signalized  itself  for  its 
hard  fighting  at  the  right  and  center,  and  in  connection  with  the 
Second  Kansas,  for  its  capture  of  the  rebel  battery.  The 
regiment  lost  108  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing — among 
them  three  commissioned  officers.  Maj.  Shoemaker  and  Adjt 
Lyman  received  the  s()ecial  thanks  of  Col.  Benton  for  distin- 
guished gallantry. 

The  Thirty-third  Iowa,  led  by  Col.  Mackey  until  he  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  arm,  lost  123,  including  six  offi- 
cers wounded.  On  Col.  Mackey *»  leaving  the  front,  the 
command  of  the  regiment  fell  to  Capt.  Boydston,  who 
continue<l  with  it  in  the  engagement,  and  brought  it  from  the 
field  with  honor.  Col.  Mackey,  in  his  report,  declared  that  all 
his  officers  and  men  did  their  duty  in  the  battle,  but  he  gives  no 
special  names,  not  even  the  names  of  the  wounded  officers.  They 
were  himself, Capt.  A.  J.  Tonistock,  Lieutenants  0.  J.  Kindig and 
Wilson  W.  Garnio.  Lieut.  Thomas  R.  Conner  was  killed  and 
Capt.  P.  l\  Totten  died  of  his  wounds.  Braver  and  better  officers 
than  the  wounded  and  the  killed  of  the  Thirty-third  never  drew 
swonlon  battle  field. 

The  Relx»]s  had  the  advantage  of  fighting  in  massed  lines  in 
the  battle.  Their  greater  number  i>ermitted  this,  but  it  involved 
great  loss,  as  almost  every  unicm  bullet  would  likely  hit  some 
one  in  that   crowded   field.     When  a  regiment   would  fail   of 
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ammunition,  they  simply  would  send  in  a  new  regiment,  whereas 
on  the  union  side,  the  two  single  lines  at  the  front  kept  their 
places  and  had  ammunition  carried  to  them  by  cavalrymen  of 
the  generates  body-guard.  The  front  line  would  fire  its  supply^ 
lie  down  and  let  the  rear  line  pass  OTer  it,  re-fill  its  boxes 
and  pass  to  the  front  again  over  the  other  line  lying  down  for 
the  same  purpose.  By  this  means,  a  steady,  constant  fire 
was  kept  up  throughout  the  battle. 

In  three  days,  the  worn,  weary,  half  starved  men  of  Qen. 
Steele^s  army  reached  Little  Rock.  The  miserable  Camden  cam- 
paign was  finished.  After  crossing  the  river,  a  large  part  of  the 
trains  and  stores  had  been  destroyed.  The  mud  and  mire,  and 
starvation  of  man  and  beast,  made  the  destruction  a  necessity. 

One  of  the  most  lamentable  results  of  the  battle  at  Jenkins' 
Ferry  was  the  wounding  of  Gen.  Rice.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  best  beloved  men  of  the  state.  He  was  attorney 
general  of  Iowa  when  he  entered  the  army,  and  there  was  no  post 
to  which  he  might  not  aspire.  He  was  recognized  as  cool- 
headed,  patriotic,  intensely  so,  brave  and  very  able.  He  was 
liked  in  his  own  command,  and  its  interests  and  his  own  he 
made  identical.  There  were  great  hopes  for  Rice^s  promotion 
and  greater  usefulness  among  those  who  knew  him  best.  He 
had  commenced  at  the  lowest  round  of  the  ladder  in  life,  and  by 
his  own  energy  and  ability  had  won  position  and  universal  esteem 
in  his  state.     Not  one  supposed  the  wound,  though  severe, 

mid  prove  fatal.  He  was  shot  in  the  foot,  a  part  of  his  spur 
being  driven  into  the  wound.  He  lived  and  suffered  some  weeks, 
and  died  among  his  family  and  friends  at  home.  EUs  life  was 
one  of  the  many  sacrifices  for  the  victory  on  the  Saline  river. 


OHAPTEB  XXV. 

THE  BATTLES  rOB  ATUHTA.  -■ 

VaiMSK  r^msnta  of  Iowa  iuCuitry  took  put  in  ths  batUea 
thai  icsalted  in  tba  eaptnn  of  the  Bichmoiid  of  ttie  Sonthweat 

Atla&ta  waa  more  than  a  Bichmond.  It  was  of  more  impor- 
tiUiM  ereiy  way.  It  was  by  nature  ten  timea  aa  wall  fortified. 
U  waa  better  fortified  by  man,  too.  It  was  the  indnstrial  center 
of  the  South.  War  material  waa  made  there  in  great  qnantitiea. 
T<*  Mature  it  woold  be  like  capturing  the  blood  mod  the  iron 
ranter  of  the  South,  It  waa  the  heart  of  the  South.  It  waa 
Id  be  protected  accordingly. 

The  winter  of  1863-4  aaw  Graat'a  armiea  the  rictois  of  Chat- 
iimooga,  reating  on  the  TenneaseeriTer  with  Chattanooga  for  a 
IfUBS,  though  Qen.  Qrant  himself  had  his  headquartera  back  at 
UiseityofNashTille.  That  spring,  Qen.  Grant  waa  called  east  to 
n'onra  the  command  of  the  armiea  of  the  United  States,  and  on 
tliB  18th  of  Uarch,  1861,  Qen.  Sherman  assumed  command  aa 
(iranfa  auccesaor  is  the  West. 

Tlie  two  generals  had  met  in  Nashrille  and  eonoloded  on  a 
l>lin  of  operations  that  was  to  resalt  in  the  fiercest  campaigna  <^ 
tliBwar,  and  to  embrace  all  the  armiee  of  the  Union.  About 
Mmj  day,  Qrant  was  to  more  forward  from  the  Bapidan  and 
at  tack  Lee's  army  in  Virginia.  At  the  same  time  Gen.  Sherman 
<tm  to  concentrate  his  entire  forces  at  Ringgold,  in  front  of 
< '  liattanooga,  on  the  Tennessee,  and  more  agunst  the  rebel 
itrmy  protecting  Atlanta. 

By  the  7th  of  May,  Sherman's  three  armies,  led  by  HcPher- 
MA,  Schofield  and  Thomas,  marched  to  the  front  near  Ringgold, 
were  the  armiea  of  the  Tennessee,  the  Ohio,  and  the  Cam- 
rsoi) 
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berland,  uamed  for  the  riTers  along  which  they  had  done  so 
much  hard  fighting.  Besides  the  famous  commanders  already 
mentioned,  there  were  leaders  in  that  army  such  as  Logan  and 
Slocum,  Hooker  and  Dodge  and  Corse,  Hazen,.  Butterfield, 
Stanley  and  Davis,  with  numbers  of  lesser  commanders  who 
were  to  earn  lasting  fame  in  the  campaign  before  them.  Many 
of  lowa^s  best  fighting  men  led  brigades  and  regiments. 

Sherman  had  100,000  soldiers  and  354  cannon.  Gen.  Joseph 
£.  Johnston,  in  command  of  the  rebel  army  at  his  front,  mus- 
tered perhaps  60,000  men,  and  as  much  artillery  as  did  Sherman. 
But  Johnston  had,  as  aids  and  bulwarks,  the  rugged  mountains 
of  northern  Georgia,  the  rapid  riyers,  the  deep  and  almost  unex- 
plored forests,  deep  defiles  and  long  stretches  of  country  so  easily 
obstructed  as  to  make  a  single  soldier  the  equal  of  three  foemen. 
A  strong,  valorous  army,  well  led,  and  protected  as  Johnston^s 
army  was  by  rude  nature,  might  well  hope  to  hold  a  city  a  hun- 
dred miles  in  its  rear  safe  from  all  inyaders.  No  wonder  the 
South  thought  Atlanta  inyincible. 

Over  the  gates  of  Calais  was  written  in  letters  of  brass,  ^^  When 
the  French  besiege  Calais,  iron  and  lead  will  swim  like  cork.^ 
The  South  might  have  had  a  similar  inscription  above  the  gates 
of  Atlanta,  so  certain  did  it  seem  to  them  that  no  northern  army 
could  ever  reach  it,  besiege  it,  and  take  it. 

Sherman  found  Johnston^s  army  in  front  of  Dalton  and  occu- 
pying the  rocky  heights  of  Taylor^s  Bidge  and  Bnzzard^s  Boost 
Gap,  the  only  pass  near  there.  The  ridge  front  at  Dalton  was  a 
formidable  wall  of  rock,  five  hundred  feet  high,  and  the  moun* 
tain  extended  for  many  miles.  With  the  single  gap  well  forti- 
fied, and  held  by  rebel  bayonets,  the  position  was  about  impreg- 
nable. To  the  southeast,  however,  below  the  town  of  Vilanow, 
there  was  a  second  deep  defile  through  this  long  mountain  ridge, 
known  as  Snake  Creek  Ghip.  Sherman  at  once  determined  to  throw 
the  right  wing  of  his  army,  under  McPherson,  quietly  but  quickly 
through  this  deep  valley,  while  Thomas  and  Schofield  should 
make  heavy  demonstrations  on  the  front  of  Bocky  Face  at  Bus- 
zard^s  Roost  Gap  and  on  the  slope  of  the  mountain  at  Johnston^s 
right.    The  demonstrations  were  made  and  pushed  with  an  aidor 
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tliat  almofit  turued  them  into  severe  battles.  Much  figLtiag 
took  place  which  could  only  result  in  our  forces  failing  in 
iissaults  on  such  a  place.  But  the  fighting  served  its  purpose. 
Johnston's  army  was  kept  bnay  by  it,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
9th,  Dodge' f>  corps  of  McPheruon's  army  pressed  through  the 
Snake  Creek  Gap  aad  flanked' the  rebel  position.  The  Thirty- 
ninth  Iowa  and  the  Kinth  Illinois  were  the  first  troops  through 
the  gap. 

It  was  Sherman's  intentioa  that  McPherson  should  seize  the 
town  of  K«3aca  at  the  end  of  the  gap  and  in  Johnson's  rear 
The  place  was  found  too  strong  for  assault,  and  McPher- 
son waited  till  Sherman  sent  the  most  of  his  army  though  thf 
same  gap  after  him.  Johnston  flanked,  at  once  fell  back,  and 
prepared  for  battle  within  the  defenses  of  Resaca.  Gen.  Dodge 
was  greatly  surprised  to  find  that  Snake  Creek  Gap  was  abso- 
lutely unoccupied,  and  left  like  an  open  gate  to  the  rear  of  the 
rebel  army.  He  pushed  ahead  on  the  9th  according  to  orders, 
drove  the  Rebels  in  front  of  him  and  seized  a  strong  position  on 
u  hill  only  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  town.  He  chased 
the  rebel  line  of  battle  from  this  hill,  and  it  was  his  belief  that 
McPherson '.s  troops  could  take  Resaca  then  and  there.  Had  it 
been  done,  Johnston's  army  might  have  been  captured  or 
destroyed.  McPherson  feared  the  responsibility  of  trying,  and 
Dodge's  column  was  ordered  to  give  up  what  it  had  gained,  and 
withdraw  eiglit  miles  to  the  mouth  of  the  gap. 

As  the  luwa  regiments  had  nearly  all  marched  in  McPherson^B 
army  throu<;li  the  gap,  they  had  no  hand  in  the  fighting  at 
Rockj'  Face  Ridge.  Eastern  troops  and  soldiers  of  Thomas'B 
army  of  tJie  Cumberland  had  done  the  attacking  on  the  front, in 
this  first  luuve  on  the  Atlanta  chess  board.  The  town  of  Resaca, 
surrounded  by  rugged  hills  and  well  fortified,  sat  at  a  bend,  and 
in  front  of  (be  rapid  Oostenaula  river.  McPherson's  troops 
were  placed  at  Sherman'sextreme  right,  resting  on  the  river,  with 
Stanley  far  to  the  left  on  the  railroad,  and  Palmer,  Hooker,  Cox 
and  others  occupying  the  ceDt«r.  In  front  of  them,  protected 
largely  by  a  little  stream  known  as  Camp  Creek,  stretched  the 
rebel  army,  formed  in  a  line  like  a  great  horse  shoe,  bending 
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uoond  from  the  rirer  at  its  left  to  another  river  at  its 
right  and  rear.  After  some  very  severe  fighting  at  di&rent 
pointa  of  the  line,  especially  at  Schofield's  front,  on  the 
IMh,  the  enemy  at  aboot  three  o'clock  made  a  desperate 
eftirt  to  turn  and  overwhelm  Sherman's  left.  For  awhile 
■oecesa  seemed  possible,  as  Stanley  was  flanked  and  beaten; 
bnt  a6  the  critical  moment,  Hooker's  divisions  were  moved 
in,  ud  by  brave  fighting  saved  the  day. 

At  the  center,  too,  some  hard  fighting  took  place,  as  well  as 
irith  Logan,  and  one  of  Dodgers  divisions,  now  at  the  extreme 
right,  where  a  etrong  position  held  by  the  rebel  general  Polk  was 
earned  and  held,  spite  of  a  fierce  effort  to  recover  it  that  evening. 
The  following  day,  the  15th,  Hooker  made  a  fierce  attack  on  the 
enemy,  with  several  divisions.  He  carried  the  onter  intrench- 
nmita,  but  was  not  able  to  take  the  stronger  breastworks  in  front 

Daring  the  day,  Sherman  had  sent  Sweeney's  division  of 
Dodge's  corps  to  Lay's  Ferry  on  the  Oostenaala,  and  in  rear  of 
Iw  axtrame  right,  with  a  view  to  bridging  the  stream,  and  pie- 
pMing  the  way  for  a  flank  movement.  Among  other  troopa 
ttw  division  included  the  Second,  Seventh  and  Thirty-Ninth 
Iowa.  The  movement  was  a  complete  success.  The  division 
nwcd  over  the  river  in  the  face  of  a  strong  force  and  fought  a 
biMfl  before  rebel  re-enforcements  could  arrive.  Other  troopa 
MOM  to  the  aid  of.  Sweeney's  division,  and  Johnston,  seeing  he 
was  flanked  again,  evacuated  Resaca  in  the  night. 

[q  the  little  battle  at  the  bridge  on  the  Oostenaula,  the 
Seventh  Iowa  men  fought  with  conspicaous  valor.  Gol.  E.  W. 
Sice  led  the  brigade  of  which  the  Second  and  Seventh  Iowa 
formed  a  part.  Maj.  J.  W.  McMuUen  commanded  the  Seventh 
and  protected  the  pioneers  in  putting  down  the  pontoons.  Once 
over  tha  river,  the  skirmishers,  under  the  gallant  Capt.  Mahon, 
moved  forward  and  encountered  the  enemy,  when  the  whole 
line  canie  ap  and  a  spirited  fight  ensued,  the  Iowa  men  mshing 
on  to  the  Rebels  with  a  cheer,  and  driving  them.  The  regiment 
lost  7  killed  and  45  wounded  in  ten  minutes  time.  Officers  and 
I  acted  bravely,  says  Maj.  McMulIen.  Gapb  T.  L.  Hont> 
L  W.  *"  -20 
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gomery  was  wounded.  The  Second  Iowa  was  also  slightly 
engaged  at  the  river,  and  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  had  a  sharp 
encounter  near  the  same  place  that  evening;  but  details  concern- 
ing it  were  never  reported.  In  the  fighting  before  Resaca  the 
Second,  Sixth,  Seventh,  Ninth,  Twenty-fifth,  Thirty-first  and 
Twenty-sixth  Iowa  regiments  took  part,  but  except  with  the 
Twenty-sixth,  the  losses  were  not  severe.  This  regiment  was,  on 
the  morning  of  the  14th,  ordered  to  cross  a  creek  at  the  front, 
and  push  the  enemy.  The  men  waded  through  the  water  and 
advanced  to  an  open  field,  when,  being  left  without  support,  they 
were  met  by  a  severe  enfilading  fire  from  right  and  left.  Six  of 
the  men  were  killed  and  17  wounded.  Among  the  latter  were 
Adjt.  D.  G.  Butterfield  and  Capt.  W.  H.  Hall.  The  Thirty-first 
also  skirmished  severely  with  the  enemy,  and  among  its  wounded 
was  Lt.-Col.  Jenkins. 

Out  of  Resaca,  the  rebel  army  next  made  a  stand  at  Adairs- 
ville,  and  fought  quite  a  battle  with  a  part  of  Howard's  corps  on 
the  17th;  but  the  morning  of  the  18th  found  the  rebel  army 
again  falling  back  and  taking  strong  position  at  Gassville  at  the 
Etowah  river.  It  remained  here  but  a  day,  and  after  a  little 
hard  fighting,  crossed  over  the  river  and  fortified  itself  in  the 
strong  defenses  of  the  AUatoona  pass.  The  left  of  the  rebel  army 
reached  along  the  AUatoona  ridge  to  Lost  Mountain,  and  was 
facing  nearly  west.  Stronger  and  better  positions  for  defense 
could  not  have  been  chosen,  and  it  was  only  at  the  sacrifice  of  . 
much  blood  that  the  possession  of  the  pass  was  to  be  secured. 

A  series  of  battles  soon  followed  that  made  the  campaign 
illustrious.  In  these  battles  the  Iowa  regiments  took  an  honor- 
able part.  Owing  to  the  rapid  movements  of  the  army  of  Sher- 
man in  the  whole  Atlanta  campaign,  and  to  its  being  usually, 
when  resting,  in  bivouac,  and  not  in  tents  or  camps,  regimental 
records  were  brief  and  incomplete.  They  were  made  only 
monthly  and  sent  to  the  rear  for  consolidation,  seldom  contain- 
ing the  casiuilties  of  single  battles.  Hence,  it  is  almost  impossi- 
ble to  know  the  numbers  or  names  of  Iowa  men  lost  in  some  of 
the  severest  engagements  of  that  campaign. 

Sherman  rested  his  troops  at  Kingston  a  little,  and,  realizing 
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the  iilmottt  impregnable  position  held  by  Johnston's  army, 
resolved  to  flank  its  left  by  marching  the  greater  part  of  his 
army  on  Dallas,  a  town  in  front  of,  and  a  little  south  of  Lost 
Mountain.  On  the  25th  of  May,  while  his  columns  were  in 
motion  for  Dallas,  Hooker's  corps,  leading  the  column  of 
Thomas,  struck  the  enemy  in  force  at  Pumpkin  Vine  creek,  and 
pushing  him  into  his  intrench ments,  fought  the  severe  battle  of 
New  Hope  Church.  The  union  loss  was  very  heavy  and  the 
troops  were  repulsed.  The  battle  was  fought  during  a  terrific 
thunder  storm,  and  all  that  night,  in  the  woods  and  storm,  the 
thousands  of  wounded  lay  moaning  in  the  darkness.  The 
knives  of  the  surgeons  were  busy  the  long  night  through, 
and  hundreds  of  men,  with  candles  and  torches,  moved  about  in 
the  woods  and  darkness,  gathering  up  the  maimed.  They  were 
to  be  found  only  by  their  pitiable  groans.  Many  were  not  found 
at  all.     [t  was  a  ghastly  battle  scene. 

On  the  27th,  Sherman  ordered  Howard  to  move  for  the  enemy^s 
left,  which  he  did,  and  at  Pickett^s  Mills  assaulted  him,  meeting 
with  an  experience  similar  to  Hooker  s  at  New  Hope  Church. 
Howard  fortified  his  new  ground,  however,  and  held  it. 

Shortly,  Sherman's  right  wing  under  McPherson  started  on 
the  move,  to  follow  Howard  around  to  the  rebel  left.  He  was 
instantly  attacked,  and  the  battle  of  Dallas  was  fought  by  the 
troops  of  Logan  and  Dodge.  The  Rebels  were  repulsed  with 
terrible  loss,  and,  after  a  little  delay,  a  part  of  Sherman's 
infantry  was  across  the  railroad  and  at  the  right  wing  of  the 
rebel  army,  though  fighting  hard  by  the  way. 

In  the  Dallas  battle,  some  of  the  Iowa  regiments,  notably 
the  Sixth  and  the  Ninth,  fought  heroically  and  lost  severely. 
Among  other  Iowa  regiments  engager!,  were  the  Twenty-fifth, 
Twenty-sixth,  Thirtieth,  and  Thirty-first.  The  Sixth  infantry 
lost  7  killed  and  15  wounded — among  the  latter  Lt.-Col.  A.  J. 
Miller  and  Lieut.  Rodney  F.  Barker,  while  Adjt.  Newby  Chase 
and  Lieut.  Baldwin  were  killed.  Baldwin  was  killed  while 
heroically   trying   to  save  some  guns  of  i\\o  First  Iowa  battery 

from  being  captured. 
It  was  at  daylight  of  May  27th  that   the  Rebels   made   their 
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first  ouslaught  at  Dallas.  On  the  line  where  the  Ninth  Iowa 
wiis,  the  dash  wsis  sudden,  and  the  whole  brigade  wcis  pushed 
back.  The  ground  was  soon  regained,  however,  and  the  Rebels 
fell  back.  The  next  day  a  fresh  attack  was  made  on  the  same  line 
by  the  Rebels,  and  with  great  £1117. 

It  was  four  iu  the  afternooa  when  a  perfect  storm  of  Rebels 
rushed  for  the  union  lines,  yelling  and  screaming  like  demons. 
The  union  skirmishers  were  shot  down  and  run  over.  But  when 
the  confident  rebel  host  pushed  up  to  the  quiet  union  line, 
waiting  there  in  its  iatrenchmeots,  it  received  a  blast  of  musketry 
that  stretched  hundreds  of  its  bold  and  hardy  soldiers  on  the 
earth.  Twice,  under  the  withering  fire,  the  rebel  line  vainly 
tried  to  rally  and  advance.  It  was  of  no  use.  They  were 
beaten,  and  the  wood  was  full  ol  their  slain. 

Fighting  l>cbiud  good  intrenchments,  the  union  loss  at  this 
point  was  small.  The  Ninth  itself  lost  less  than  a  dozen  men 
— among  ihem,  Lieut.  J.  L.  Wragg,  mortally  wounded.  The  other 
Iowa  regiments  were  slightly  engaged  at  Dallas,  though  daily 
taking  part  in  the  skirmishing  uid  fighting  that  occurred  iu  the 
movement  of  McPherson's  army  around  to  the  left.  Williamson's 
brigade  of  Iowa  men  participated  in  all  these  flank  movements 
(if  Gen.  Sherman,  and  always  with  credit  to  the  state.  It  is 
relatj'd  that  on  the  2Sth,  a  division  at  its  right  was  giving  away, 
pressed  by  overwhelming  numbers,  when  the  Iowa  men  rushed  in, 
and  by  a  bold  charge  saved  the  position.  This  brigade  was  com- 
posed of  the  Fourth,  Ninth,  Twenty-fifth  and  Thirty-firet  Iowa 
infantry  regiments,  and  was  in  Osterhaus's  division.  No  brigade 
of  troDps  did  better  fighting  in  that  great  campaign  than  this. 

The  fighting  at  Dallas  cost  the  Rebels  nearly  3.000 
men,  and  they  had  gained  nothing.  By  the  middle  of  June, 
I'Vank  P.  Biiiir's  corps,  the  Seventeenth,  joined  the  army  at  th<* 
front  and  brought  with  it  some  more  Iowa  regiments  — notice- 
ably the  Third  infantry,  and  the  famous  Crooker  brigade,  then 
commanded  by  Ciil.  William  Hall.  It  consisted  of  the  Eleventh, 
Thirtofnth,  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Iowa  regiments  of  infantry. 
AUatniina  pitss  fell,  but  Johnston's  army  retired  only  torefortify 
at  Pine  Top  and  Lost  Mountain. 


THB  BATTLES  FOB  ATLANTA.  809 

Constant  skirmishing  and  minor  combats  followed.  The 
troops  were  almost  never  from  under  fire,  so  constant  was  the 
musketry  or  the  roar  of  artillery.  On  the  22d  of  June,  a  part  of 
the  rebel  army  under  Hood  made  a  terrific  assault  on  the  union 
line  in  front  of  Schofield  and  Hooker,  at  Gulp's  Farm.  A  stoat 
battle  followed  and  the  Rebels  were  bloodily  repulsed. 

Again  the  rebel  commander  changed  his  position,  and  stretched 
his  lines  over  the  cannon-bristling  heights  of  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tain. Stronger  positions  probably  were  not  assumed  during  the 
whole  war  than  that  now  held  by  Johnston's  army.  Fiercer 
fighting  is  scarcely  recorded  than  took  place  for  the  possession 
of  Kenesaw  mountain.  Qen.  Sherman  considered  the  position  the 
key  to  the  whole  country  about,  and  risked  some  fearful  assaults 
by  our  troops  for  its  capture.  McPherson,  Thomas  and  Scho- 
field agreed  to  the  necessity  for  these  assaults,  useless  and  fright- 
ful as  they  proved  in  results. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  a  line  of  Sherman's  army  ten  miles  long, 
was  ablaze  with  musketry  and  artillery.  The  assaulting  columns 
marched  to  the  work  like  lions,  and  here  and  there  reached  the 
trenches  of  the  enemy,  but  only  to  be  hurled  back  with  fright- 
ful loss.  The  great  assault,  witnessed  from  a  high  hill-top  by 
Gen.  Sherman  in  person,  was  a  failure.  Well  on  to  3,000  of  our 
union  soldiers  were  killed  or  wounded  in  less  than  two  hours' 
time.  Many  gallant  officers  were  slain,  among  them  Qen. 
Marker,  and  Gen.  Daniel  McCook,  Oen.  Sherman's  old  law-part- 
ner.   Iowa,  too,  lost  in  the  assault  some  of  her  bravest  men. 

During  the  twenty  days  and  more  that  Sherman's  army  operated 
in  front  of  and  around  Kenesaw  Mountain,  the  Iowa  regiments 
with  the  army  were  engaged,  nearly  all  of  them.  From  Big  Shanty 
on,  close  up  to  the  embattled  heights  of  Kenesaw,  these  western 
regiments  held  their  ground,  or  advanced  under  a  constant  skir- 
mish fire.  The  sound  of  cannon  was  heard  day  and  night,  and 
many  a  man  of  these  Iowa  regiments  was  mangled  and  borne  to 
the  rear  to  fill  a  nameless  grave.  Constantly,  officers  and  men 
were  being  shot  down,  not  in  battle  only,  but  in  the  daily  and 
nightly  skirmishes,  or  by  the  crash  of  cannon  balls,  forever 
shrieking  through  the  woods,  seeking  a  victim.    So  it  was  that 
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^     .  withoat  battle,  at  times,  the  Iowa  ranks,  like  all  others  of  that 
aye  army,  grew  thinner  and  thinner.    Most  of  the  regiments 
rere  constantly  biyonacked  close  by  the  frowning  moontaini 
bring  more  or  less  every  day. 

In  the  charges  that  took  place  right  up  against  the  rocks  of 
Ce    saw,  on  the  19th  and  27th  of  Jane,  Hairs  Iowa  brigade 

at  the  very  front,  and  on  the  latter  day  it  went  into  the 

fortifications  and  for  half  an  hoar  held  them  in  the  hard 

onflict.    Their  heroism  was  useless ;  Eenesaw  coald  not  be  taken 

y  i        lit.    Williamson^s  brigade,  as  well  as  other  Iowa  troops, 

ilso  in  the  charge  of  the  27th,  bat  its  losses  were  smalL 

The  Sixth  Iowa,  in  that  fierce  assault  of  Eenesaw,  lost  66  men 

lit  of  its  already  thinned  ranks.*    The  Sixteenth  lost  a  score  and 

3re — among  them  Lieut.  Duffin,  who  won  a  gold  medal  for 

rayery  at  Yicksburg,  and  Lieut.  Thomas  A.  Burke.     Nearly 

1  the  Iowa  troops  in  the  army  joined  either  in  the  assauli- 

ig  or  supporting  columns  at  Eenesaw. 

During  the  assaults  on  Eenesaw,  some  of  Sherman's  divisions 

lOYed  well  to  the  right  and  secured  a  position  threatening  the 

ibel  line  of  retreat.    Other  troops  were  being  pushed  toward 

I         m's  rear  on  the  2d  of  July.    The  Rebels  detected  the 

OYcment,  and  that  very  night  abandoned  Eenesaw  mountain^ 

aable  as  it  was  to  assault,  and  moved  back  to  strong 

itrenchments  they  had  prepared  in  front  of  the  Chattahoochee 

ver. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  near  to  Nickiqack  creek,  a  part  of  Gen. 
odge's  troo|>8,  including  the  Second  Iowa,  made  a  splendid 
;ht,  storming  the  enemy's  rifie  pits  in  the  face  of  a  fierce  resis* 
ince.  Dodge's  loss  was  heavy,  but  the  position  was  gained,  and 
le  army  again  pushing  forward  at  the  river.  A  broad  river, 
en  with  intrenchments  and  batteries  at  every  crossing,  was  no 

^As  heretofore  stated,  the  reports  of  regimental  oflioen  in  the  Atlanta 
tfnpaign  were  so  tew,  so  irr^lar,  and  so  inoomplete,  as  to  nuike  a 
"nplete  narrative  of  the  actions  ol  their  oommands  an  impotsiliilitgr. 
hard  campaiflrning  made  proper  reporting  wad  reoofd-makuig  out  of 
o  question.  **  It  is  impossible/  lajt  Qen.  Sherman.  **to  iti^e  aooo- 
tely  our  los-ses  in  any  one  separate  battle;  lor  the  figntiag  was  oooftia- 
»as,  almost  daily,  amonff  trees  and  bathes,  on  ground  mere  one  oonld 
rely  see  a  handred  yards  ahead.** 
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new  thing  for  the  grand  army  that  had  fought  every  mile  of  the 
way  from  Chattanooga  to  the  Chattahoochee.  An  army  that 
through  a  wilderness  of  forest,  across  streams,  by  day  and  by  night, 
and  under  almost  constant  storms,  had  pushed  along  almost 
impassable  roads,  fighting  battles  as  it  marched,  was  not  now  to 
be  checked  so  near  its  goal.  Almost  before  the  Rebels  knew  it, 
Sherman's  army  was  across  the  river  at  different  points  and 
marching  directly  on  Atlanta. 

For  a  month  the  armies  in  the  neighborhood  of  Eenesaw 
mountain  hail  been  fighting  almost  a  continuous  l>attle.  That 
June  battle  month  cost  the  federal  army  7,530  men.  The  Rebels 
lost  but  a  thousand  less. 

Peach  Tree  creek  is  a  little  stream  just  north  of  Atlanta,  and 
running  west  into  the  Chattahoochee  river.  Just  as  a  part  of 
Sherman's  army  had  crossed  this  creek,  on  July  20th,  and  had 
halted  to  rest,  it  was  furiously  attacked  by  the  enemy,  moving 
oat  in  great  force.  There  had  been  a  change  of  commanders  in 
Atlanta.  Qen.  Johnston  was  superseded  by  Gten.  J.  B.  Hood, 
and  the  latter  was  supposed  to  be  a  fierce  fighting  soldier.  He 
was,  however,  attempting  to  carry  out  Johnston's  plan  for  the 
destruction  of  Sherman's  army  at  a  moment  when  it  might  be 
divided  and  moving  for  position  about  Atlanta.  The  burden  of 
the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  creek  fell  on  Hooker's  corps  of  Thomas's 
anny,  and  the  Rebels  found  it  equal  to  the  occasion.  They  were 
repulsed  with  a  loss  of  G^OOO  men.  Hooker's  own  loss  was  severe. 

That  day,  too,  McPherson*s  army  of  the  Tennessee,  including 
all  of  the  Iowa  regiments,  was  pushing  along  the  railroad  from 
Decatur  to  Atlanta.  McPherson's  rapid  and  decisive  movement 
to  the  enemy's  right  flank  that  day,  possibly  saved  Sherman's 
army  an  awful  defeat.  The  whole  ruM  force  w.is  attacking  with 
a  resolve  to  end  the  campaign  by  a  tremendous  defeat  of  the 
onion  army.  The  rebel  orders  to  make  a  desperate,  decisive 
battle,  were  positive,  and  olx»yed  by  tlieir  generals  to  the  letter. 
Only  McPherson's  pressing  th(»  right  flank  so  elost»ly,  prevented 
a  greater  onslaught.  Troops  hiul  to  be  stMit  there  to  meet  him, 
and  the  general  rebel  attack  was  weakened.     Had  it  not  been. 
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tf  cPherson's  soldiers  would  have  been  in  Atlanta  that  night,  or 
^herman^s  army  would  have  been  on  the  retreat 

Qeu.  Qresham,  leading  McPherson^s  advance  division,  in  which 
^here  were  not  less  than  five  Iowa  regiments,  was  shot  down, 
}adly  wounded,  but  the  troops  pushed  back  the  rebel  lines,  and 
light  fouud  them  close  up  to  Bald  Hill  in  front  of  Atlanta. 
The  siege  had  begun. 

Bald  Hill  was  a  formidable  position,  well  fortified,  and  held 
)y  some  of  the  bravest  trooj[>s  in  the  southern  army.  It  was 
;he  prominent  aud  salient  point  of  the  rebel  right  wing.  Its 
capture  was  a  first  necessity,  and  the  Iowa  regiments  selected 
,o  aid  in  the  dread  assault  were  among  the  flower  of  Sherman^s 
loldiery.  The  gallant  Crocker  brigade  was  again  to  be  put  on 
ts  mettle.  At  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  July, 
he  order  was  given  for  Forceps  brigade  of  Illinois  troops 
md  the  Iowa  brigade  in  Qresham's  division  to  move  forward 
ind  storm  the  hill. 

The  Thirteenth  Iowa,  led  by  Maj.  Walker,  held  the  right  of 
he  brigade  line,  supported  by  the  Sixteenth  Iowa,  Col.  Add.  H. 

nders,  in  its  rear.  Joined  to  its  left,  commanded  by  the  gal- 
ant  Belknap,  stood  the  Fifteenth  Iowa,  with  the  frowning  hill 
iirectly  in  front  of  it.  It  was  supported  by  the  Eleventh  Iowa, 
ed  by  Lt.-Col.  Abercrombie.  To  the  left  of  the  brigade  stood 
3en.  Force  with  his  five  brave  regiments,  and  all  waited  the 
ignal  to  advance. 

Promptly  at  the  order,  Qen.  Force's  regiments  moved  on  the 
nemy.  The  resistance  was  strong,  and  in  a  few  minutes  came 
he  signal  for  the  Iowa  brigade,  led  by  Col.  Shane,  also  to  ad- 
vance on  the  double-quick.  Promptly  the  men  sprang  over  the 
ight  intrencliments  at  their  front,  and  dashed  forward  under  a 
leavy  fire  of  grapt*,  canister  and  musketry.  Spite  of  the  with- 
ring  tire,  the  line  pushed  on  to  a  hill  crest  in  front  of  well  pro- 
ecied  and  well  manned  batteries,  when  they  saw  that  Force's 
ine  had  reache<l  the  rebel  parapet.  The  enemy  had  withdrawn 
o  his  inner  works,  and  the  hill  was  ours. 

In  that  short  thirty  minutes'  charge,  the  Thirteenth  Iowa  lost 
13  men  in  killiHl  and  wounded.    The  Fifteenth  Iowa  lost  51 
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killed  and  wounded,  and  the  Sixteenth  Iowa  65.  The  Eleventh 
regiment,  protected  somewhat  by  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
lost  less;  some  17.  It  was  a  brief,  but  bloody  conflict.  Owing 
to  the  strong  inner  works  of  the  enemy,  the  right  of  the  line 
marched  back  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire  to  its  own  intrench- 
ments.  The  brigade  lost  in  the  charge  some  of  its  most  gallant 
officers.  Lieutenants  Ridge  and  Hudson  of  the  Thirteenth  were 
killed,  and  Lieut.  White  badly  wounded.  Lieut.  Qeo.  H.  Hoi- 
comb  of  the  Sixteenth  had  been  killed  on  approaching  the  hill 
the  night  before,  and  Capt.  Hugh  Skilling  was  wounded  at 
Nickajack  creek.  Sergt.  Starkweather,  the  color  bearer,  distin- 
B^uished  himself  by  his  gallantry,  bearing  his  flag  aloft  far  in 
idvance  of  his  Thirteenth  regiment. 

That  night  the  Iowa  brigade  changed  position  and  was  moved 
to  the  extreme  left  of  Sherman's  army,  intrenching  itself  in  lines 
almost  at  right  angles  to  the  union  left  wing. 

That  night,  too,  the  southern  army  withdrew  from  the  line  of 
Peach  Tree  creek  and  fell  back  to  the  fortifications  immediately 
surrounding  the  city.  At  the  same  time  a  movement  was  set 
on  foot  to  flank,  and,  if  possible,  destroy  Sherman's  army.  A 
large  part  of  the  rebel  army,  led  by  Qen.  Hardee,  quietly  slipped 
out  of  Atlanta  that  night,  marched  first  south  and  then  north- 
east toward  Decatur — a  distance  of  15  miles,  and  by  daylight 
the  next  morning,  July  22d,  stood  in  the  thick  woods  in  battle 
array,  at  the  rear  of,  and  along  the  left  flank  of  the  union  army. 

It  was  to  Sherman  and  all  his  generals  a  perfect  surprise- 
That  morning  on  finding  the  Peach  Tree  creek  line  at  his  center 
and  right  abandoned,  Sherman  believed  for  a  time  that  the 
Rebels  had  evacuated  the  city.  He  pushed  his  right  and  center 
closer  up,  and  wa.s  soon  undeceived.  He  was  stopping  at  a  point 
called  the  Howard  House,  near  the  center  of  his  lines,  and,  while 
sitting  thore  on  the  root  of  a  tree,  discussing  the  situation  with  Gen. 
McPherson,  the  firing  of  cannon  was  heard  in  rear  of  the  left  of 
his  array.  That  left  comprisod  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
McPherson  was  its  commander. 

Sherman's  armv  now  luv  pjist  and  north  of  Atlanta  and  within 
two  mih»s  of  the  lity.     Palmer's  corps  was  on  the  extreme  right. 
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with  Hooker,  Howard  and  Schofield  along  the  center  and 
McPherson's  army  to  the  left.  Logan^s  Fifteenth  corps  of 
MePherson's  army  lay  across  the  railroad  running  to  Decatur. 
To  its  left  was  Blair^s  Seventeenth  corps,  with  Qiles  A.  Smith 
leading  the  division  of  Gresham  (wounded),  at  the  extreme  end  of 
the  line. 

At  the  moment  the  cannon-firing  was  heard  at  the  left  rear 
of  the  union  army,  Qen.  Dodgers  corps  of  two  divisions  was 
marching  along  a  country  road,  proposing  to  take  position  with 
Smith's  division  at  the  extreme  left.  Shortly,  the  cannonading 
heard  back  in  the  distance  changed  to  musketry  near  at  hand. 
The  rebel  line  had  approached  unseen  through  the  thick  woods 
to  the  flank  and  rear  of  Smith's  division,  and  had  fired  on 
Dodge's  column  in  motion.  Dodge's  right  was  still  half  a  mile 
From  Smith's  division  at  the  union  left,  and  through  the  woods 
in  this  gap,  the  Rebels  poured  in  masses.  It  was  in  these 
iroods,  and  in  this  gap  that  the  gallant  McPherson  met  his 
untimely  death.  He  had  ordered  a  brigade  from  Logan's  corps 
bo  come  and  fill  the  vacant  line,  and  then  starting  from  Dodge 
icross  to  Smith  he  rode  right  into  the  advancing  rebel  line  and 
vvas  shot  dead.^    The  battle  of  Atlanta  had  begun. 

The  absence  of  Sherman's  cavalry  on  a  grand  raid  had  made  it 
possible  for  the  enemy  to  get  to  McPherson^s  rear  unseen.  It 
WQS  a  greater  surprise  than  Shiloh.    Every  body  was  surprised. 

Dodge  instantly  halted  his  line  that  was  marching  by  the 
Bank,  left-faced  it,  and  poured  a  hot  fire  of  musketry  into  the 
ipproachiug  enemy.      Dodge's  troops,   though    but  4,500    in 

*In  a  few  minutes,  the  bri((ade  McPherson  had  ordered  to  the  spot  came  up, 
^harf^cd,  and  drove  the  Rebels  back  a  little;  it  alsocaotured  afew  prisonen. 
3ne  of  tlieni  had  MclMierson^Hsword  and  pistols,  anotner  a  letter  taken  from 
NioPherHon's  body,  from  Gen.  Sherman,  containing:  complete  instructions 
for  Shf>rman'ri  plan  of  battle.  Its  recovery  was  of  vast  importance.  An  hour 
ater,  it  would  hav<'  been  in  the  hand:)  of  the  rebel  commander  in  Atlanta. 
The  rwovery  of  <  Jen.  MclMiernon's  boily  was  accomplished  through  thcbraven* 
)f  two  Iowa  lx)y«,  (Jeo.  J.  Ri»ynoldH  of  the  Fifteenth  regiment,  and  C.  J. 
[)od<l  ot  the  Third.  Hon.  Blair  ordered  that  each  should  receive  the  medal  of 
lonor  of  th»»  Army  of  th<*  Tennessee.  Thev  had  found  McPherson  shot  from  his 
iors»»  an<l  dyinjf .  Tlu'  n*'W8  they  carried  to  some  officers,  whom  they  piloted 
:o  the  spot  whtTP  th»'  general  lay,  where,  amidst  a  storm  of  bullets,  they 
issii^ted  in  p*ttin^  th»*  U^dy  into  an  ambulance  and  with  it  galloped  from 
ho  tield. 
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namber,  now  fought  a  desperate  battle  with  half  the  rebel 
army,  receiving  and  repelling  the  first  fierce  onslaught — an 
onslaught  that  had  been  intended  to  destroy  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee.  Supreme  hard  fighting,  and  cool-headed  general- 
ship in  the  moment  of  peril,  helped  to  save  a  disaster.  Dodge's 
men  captured  8  battle-flags  and  killed  more  than  500  of  the 
enemy.  They  had  been  fighting  commands  representing  49 
rebel  regiments. 

Smith's  division  was  bitterly  attacked  in  rear  and  flank  at  the 
same  moment,  and  the  left  was  forced  back  with  a  loss  of  some 
artillery.  Leggett's  division  held  Bald  Hill,  right  there,  that 
they  had  captured  the  night  before,  and  as  other  brigades  came 
up,  Smith's  division  turned  its  back  on  Atlanta  and  fought  with 
heroic  desperation.  Shortl}*,  the  general  battle  line  stoo^i  almost 
at  m  right  angle  to  the  line  of  the  morning,  and  from  noon  till 
night  there  raged  the  fiercest  battle  of  that  fierce  campaign. 
Dod^e^s  division,  well  handled  and  heroic  in  the  extreme,  fought 
like  lions.  So  did  the  divisions  of  Smith  and  Leggett.  Ter- 
rifically, and  from  three  directions,  the  conflict  raged  right  at  the 
left  Smith's  division  fought  first  on  one  side  of  its  breast- 
works, and  then,  being  attacked  in  rear,  sprang  over  them, 
rerersed  their  lines  and  fought  from  the  other  side. 

Part  of  Smith's  division  and  the  Iowa  brigade  fought  in  that 
battle  in  seven  different  positions,  so  often  did  the  direction  of 
attack  change. 

It  was  a  part  of  the  well  laid  rebel  plan  that  at  the  proper 
moment  Ilood,  with  a  large  force,  should  dash  out  from  Atlanta 
and  strike  McPherson's  lines  from  the  other  side.  At  4  p.  x. 
the  dash  was  made  with  a  large  force  directly  against  Bald  Hill 
and  along  the  railroad  to  Decatur.  Tlie  union  troops  at  the 
hill  held  their  ground,  and  drove  the  It«»bels  back  with  fearful 
loss,  but  the  line  along  the  railroad,  the  left  of  Wood's  division, 
was  swept  back,  and  one  of  the  finest  batteries  in  the  whole 
army  captnn^d. 

The  defeat  wan  of  short  duriition,  for  by  a  skillful  tlaiik  move- 
ment of  \Voo<rs  division,  nndt»r  the  personal  direction  of  Gen. 
Sherman,  and  hy  a  terrific  cannonading  from  batteries  of  Scho- 
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field^s  army,  massed  at  the  Howard  House,  where  Sherman  stood 
and  watched  the  battle,  the  enemy  was  hurled  back  to  Atlanta. 
At  the  same  moment,  too,  Logan  had  rallied  the  yielding  line 
along  the  railroad,  and  the  men  came  back  on  to  their  old  ground 
with  a  yell.  The  battle  was  done,  and  leaving  their  thoasands 
of  dead  and  wounded  in  the  union  lines,  the  Rebels  sullenly 
returned  to  the  city. 

lowa^s  part  in  the  great  battle  had  been  a  nobly  conspicuous 
one.  Her  soldiers  were  the  first  fired  on  in  the  battle,  and  only 
darkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict  on  their  part  of  the  line. 
All  that  long,  fierce  afternoon  the  Iowa  brigade  fought  with 
desperation.  So,  too,  did  the  Iowa  soldiers  with  Williamson  and 
Rice  and  Corse. 

The  Iowa  brigade,  that  morning,  stood  at  the  extreme  left  of 
the  army.  It  was  across  the  Flat  Shoal,  and  along  the  McDon- 
ough  wagon  road,  with  the  Eleventh  Iowa  at  its  right,  well  up 
to  Leggett^s  force  on  Bald  Hill,  and  the  Fifteenth  Iowa  to  the 
left.  The  Sixteenth  was  in  the  center,  with  the  Thirteenth 
behind  as  a  support.  The  line  was  as  an  arc  of  a  circle,  and  in 
this  position  the  Iowa  men  received  the  first  shock  of  the  great 
battle  of  Atlanta. 

Belknap  led  the  Fifteenth,  Add.  H.  Sanders  the  Sixteenth, 
Shane  the  Thirteenth,  Abercrombie  the  Eleventh  and  William 
Hall,  colonel  of  the  Eleventh,  led  the  brigade.  The  state  did 
not  furnish  better  officers  than  these,  and  harder  fighting  regi- 
ments never  entered  the  service.  Each  regiment  had  good 
intrenchments  in  front  of  it,  and  the  Thirteenth  had  breast- 
works. The  brush  that  the  troops  were  in  was  so  thick  that  the 
men  could  not  see  from  one  regiment  to  another.  Only  in  front, 
for  a  distance  of  fifty  yards,  was  the  brush  chopped  away,  and 
over  this  opening  the  Rebels  had  to  charge. 

The  skirmishers  were  driven  in,  and  the  blazing  hot  sun  of 
that  July  day  pointed  noon  just  as  the  first  line  of  Rebels 
sprang  to  the  attack.  They  were  met  by  volleys  of  musketry  so 
severe  as  to  strike  the  whole  line  to  the  earth,  those  not  instantly 
killed  or  wounded  falling  to  the  ground  for  protection.  Two 
federal  batteries,  between  the  regiments,  joined  in  the  havoc  in 
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front.  In  the  face  of  it  all,  a  second  line  of  brave  foemen 
entered  tliat  open  space,  to  be,  like  their  comrades  before  them, 
shot  to  the  earth. 

Two  Arkansas  regiments  with  a  coaple  of  Texas  companies 
got  in  so  hot  a  position  close  to  the  front  of  the  Sixteenth  Iowa, 
that  they  could  not  advance  and  dared  not  retire.  They  lay 
close  to  the  ground,  raked  by  cannon  and  musketry.  While  in 
this  position,  they  raise  the  white  flag,  and  the  firing  stops  a 
moment,  while  they  run  over  the  rifle  pits  and  surrender.  The 
Sixteenth  now  has  more  prisoners  than  it  has  soldiers.  But  at 
that  very  moment  the  breastworks  where  the  Thirteenth  stood 
battling  has  been  taken,  and  a  fire  in  the  rear  meets  the  brave 
Sixteenth.  With  their  bayonets  the  men  compel  their  prisoners 
to  stand  np  as  a  bulwark  behind  them,  while  they  continue  firing 
at  the  front. 

Jost  at  the  left,  other  prisoners  come  in,  but  refuse  to  surren* 
der  their  guns.  Col.  Sanders^s  demand  for  instant  laying  down  of 
guns  is  met  by  a  demand  for  his  own  surrender.  Refusing  and 
harrying  to  get  back  to  his  right  wing,  a  rebel  captain  snatches 
a  gnn  and  fires  on  him.  Instantly  Capt.  Lucas  shoots  the  rebel 
oflBoer  dead.  A  hand  to  hand  conflict  is  about  ensuing.  Sanders 
thinks  to  cut  his  way  out  to  the  Eleventh  Iowa  on  his  right.  It 
18  of  no  use,  for  already  the  rebel  flag  floats  over  the  works  of  the 
Eleventh  as  well  as  on  those  of  the  Fifteenth.  There  is  nothing 
to  do  but  surrender,  and  the  Sixteenth,  with  the  companies  of 
the  Thirteenth  that  had  been  helping  it,  are  marched  between 
rebel  bayonets  across  the  open  space  and  among  the  heaps  of 
rebel  slain. 

The  Thirteenth  Iowa,  stripped  of  half  its  strength  to  aid  the 
front  line,  after  a  gallaut  resistance  is  ordered  from  its  post  to 
the  outside,  or  west  of  the  breastworks,  now  in  their  rear,  and 
is  again  instantly  whirled  around  with  its  face  to  the  south,  to 
greet  the  eneqay  now  pushing  it  from  three  directions.  The 
same  fire  that  struck  the  Sixteenth  also  struck  the  Eleventh  and 
the  Fifteenth  Iowa  regiments,  compelling  them,  after  heavy 
fighting  to  change  their  position  to  the  right  of  the  main  road. 
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making  the  Fifteenth  the  right  of  a  new  line,  with  what  was 
left  of  the  Thirteenth  to  its  left. 

For  a  moment,  no  foe  is  seen  in  the  opening,  and  a  company 
imder  Capt.  Whitenack  goes  forward,  to  sound  the  wood. 
Instantly  a  new  rebel  line  is  run  into,  and  12  of  the  captain^s 
men  are  lost  by  a  single  volley.  Again  the  whole  line  falls  back, 
and  fires  from  the  reverse  side  of  breastworks  erected  for  the 
Third  division. 

Again  the  enemy  comes  moving  on,  and,  at  close  range,  so  close 
that  the  very  eyes  of  the  Rebels  can  be  seen,  the  Iowa  men  let 
loose  their  musketry.  The  Forty-fifth  Alabama  advances  to  the 
very  muzzles  of  the  Iowa  guns,  fighting  and  firing  as  they  come, 
till  every  man  of  them  is  shot  down  or  captured.  Private 
Growder  shoots  down  the  rebel  color  bearer  and  takes  the  flag. 
Col.  Lampley,  leading  the  desperate  rebel  regiment,  is  seized  by 
Col.  Belknap  and  hauled  over  the  breastworks  by  the  collar. 

So  it  was  in  all  the  brigade — fighting  first  on  one  side  of  their 
intrenehments  and  then  on  the  other.  All  sides  and  all  direc- 
tions became  the  points  of  danger  to  every  man  fighting  there 
at  Sherman's  left. 

The  Thirteenth  has  lost,  in  the  storming  of  the  hill  the  day 
before,  and  in  its  fighting  of  this  day,  262  officers  and  men  out 
of  400  engaged,  a  part  of  whom  were  captured.  Its  gallant 
major,  Wm.  A.  Walker,  who  led  the  charge  on  the  hill  the  day 
before,  has  been  killed. 

The  Sixteenth  is  all  lost — mostly  captured,  officers  and  all. 

The  Fifteenth  has  among  its  wounded  its  heroic  and  accom- 
plished Lt.-Col.  J.  M.  Hedrick,  Lieut.  Qephart  is  killed,  and  Lieu- 
tenants Evans,  Muir  and  Crawford,  with  Capt.  Thomas  Hedrick 
of  Co.  K,  are  also  wounded.  There  are  49  of  the  regiment  killed 
and  wounded,  and  82  missing.  Many  of  these  also  will  prove  to 
have  been  slain. 

The  Eleventh  Iowa  has  lost  129  men  and  8  officers,  and  among 
its  slain  are  the  faithful  Maj.  Foster,  and  Capt.  Neal;  so,  too, 
Lieut.  Caldwell.  Lieutenants  Pfoutz  and  Wylie  are  wounded. 
Capt.  Barr  is  captured.  Brave  Sergt.  Maj.  John  Safley  is 
also  wounded,  and  Sergt.  John  A.   Buck  is  killed.    Together, 
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with  a  handful  of  men,  these  two  sergeants  sprang  OTer  the 
breastworks  of  the  enemy,  captured  a  number  greater  than  their 
own  and  brought  them  in — among  them  a  rebel  colonel  and  a 
captain.  Private  George  Haworth  springs  over  the  intrench- 
ment  and  captures  a  battle  flag,  and  Private  Edward  Siberts  of 
Co.  0  has  brought  in  a  rebel  banner.  So  it  has  been  all  through 
the  battle— heroic  men  doing  heroic  things.  Capt.  John  Ander- 
son of  the  Eleventh  has,  with  a  handful  of  men,  less  than  a 
hundred,  been  sent  to  hold  a  little  fort  at  the  hill.  Bravely  he 
does  it  against  ten  times  his  number,  battling  to  get  in.  All 
alone  the  line  of  the  divisions  of  Smith  and  Leggett  the  enemy 
has  been  so  close  that  at  times  it  has  been  a  hand  to  hand  con- 
flict. Bayonets  have  been  used,  and  muskets  clubbed  and  beaten 
over  the  heads  of  men  right  in  the  rifle  pits. 

Four  oVlock  has  come,  and  the  scene  shifts  a  little  farther 
toward  Sherman's  center.  Hood's  army  in  Atlanta  is  breaking 
out  and  violently  attacking  the  Fifteenth  army  corps.  A  part 
of  it  also  makes  an  attack  on  the  side  of  Bald  Hill  next  to 
Atlanta.  Leggett's  division,  that  a  moment  before  was  fighting 
the  enemy  in  the  rear,  springs  over  its  breastworks,  meets  this 
new  foe  from  the  opposite  direction,  and  at  last  hurls  him  back 
with  bloodv  loss. 

In  front  of  the  Fifteenth  corps  it  is  different.  The  enemy 
has  swept  back  a  division  and  broken  through  the  lines.  A  deep 
cut  in  the  railroad  toward  Decatur  has  been  of  service  to  them. 
Id  their  advance  they  have  seized  the  guns  of  an  Illinois  battery, 
and  farther  back  they  have  captured  De  Gress's  splendid  battery 
of  2(V-pounder  Parrot t  guns. 

Gen.  Sherman,  as  already  stated,  witnessed  the  rebel  success 
from  the  Howard  House  near  by,  and  massed  Schofield*s  artillerj* 
on  their  advancing  flank.  He  saw  the  seriousness  of  the  situa- 
tion. "That  battery  must  be  retaken,"  he  said,  and  William- 
son^s  brigade  of  the  Fourth,  Ninth,  Twenty-fifth,  and  Thirtieth 
Iowa  (the  Thirty-first  detached)  was  selected  for  the  purpose. 
With  his  Fourth  Iowa  on  the  right,  the  Ninth  on  the  left,  and 
the  Twenty-fifth  in  reserve,  Williamson  passed  down  through  a 
wooded  ravine,  and,  gaining  the  opposite  sIojm*,  struck  the  enemy 
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a  blow  that  sent  his  flank  reeling.  De  Gress^s  battery  was 
instantly  in  his  hands  and  its  guns  tamed  on  the  flying  Rebels. 
The  losses  of  the  brigade  were  slight,  for  other  troops  of  Logan^s 
corps  and  the  Sixteenth  corps  had  rallied  to  the  scene,  and  the 
enemy,  with  severe  loss,  was  driven  back  into  Atlanta. 

Among  other  Iowa  troops  flghting  in  Smithes  or  Gresham^s 
old  divisions  that  day,  was  a  little  battalion  of  veterans  of  the 
Third  Iowa.  They  were  few  in  namber,  bat  almost  foaght  that 
few  oat  of  existence.  Lt.-Gol.  Abemethy,  leading  the  little 
band,  was  slain.  He  received  his  commission  bat  the  day  before. 
Gapt.  Griffith,  one  of  the  former  brave  color  bearers  of  the  old 
regiment,  was  mortally  woonded,  and  many  of  the  little  battal- 
ion were  killed,  wounded  or  captured.  There  was  nothing  left 
of  it.  They  had  perished,  fighting  around  the  flag  the  historic 
regiment  had  borne  on  many  a  field«  While  some  of  the  cap- 
tured were  being  led  away,  back  of  Atlanta,  they  saw  their  dear 
old  flag  in  the  hands  of  the  Rebels;  It  was  t^e  resolve  of  an 
instant  With  a  bound  they  sprang  to  the  flag,  and,  in  the  Hee 
of  their  captors,  tore  it  into  shreds.  The  noble  Third  regi- 
ment and  its  flag  perished  together. 

The  Second,  Sixth  and  Seventh  Iowa  also  did  some  good 
fighting  in  their  respective  commands  at  Atlanta,  but  it  was  not 
their  fortune  to  be  assaulted  and  battled  as  were  some  of  the 
other  Iowa  regiments.  Yet  Elliot  Rice,  leading  the  brigade  in 
which  the  Second  and  Seventh  Iowa  fought,  repulsed  the 
onslaught  of  one  of  Hardee's  whole  divisions.  Col.  N.  B. 
Howard,  leading  the  Second  regiment,  and  Capt  Gteo.  Heaton, 
were  wounded.  The  regiment  held  a  position  between  two  bat- 
teries, and  in  the  fight  captured  numerous  prisoners  and  a  battle 
flag.  The  Twenty-sixth  and  Thirtieth  Iowa  were  also  engaged, 
but  lo3t  slightly. 

The  day's  battle  of  the  22d,  at  Atlanta,  had  been  a  destroctive 
one  to  the  southern  army.  Nothing  had  been  gained,  while 
their  losses  had  been  nearly  10,000  in  killed  and  wounded  and 
missing.  Gen.  Logan,  commanding  after  Qen.  McPherson's 
death,  estimated  the  enemy's  dead  alone  to  number  over  8«000. 
One  thousand  dead  bodies  were  delivered  to  the  enemy  under 
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flag  of  truce  by  one  single  division  of  Blair^s  corps.  What  a 
funeral  train  was  that!  Gen.  Dodge  buried  well  on  to  500  in 
front  of  his  corps,  and  700  were  buried  in  front  of  Logan's 
corps.    The  woods  were  full  of  the  dead  and  dying. 

The  federal  army's  loss  was  3,722.  It  had  fought  largely 
behind  intrenchments  and  was  on  the  defensive.  Counting  the 
losses  of  both  armies,  there  were  over  13,000  human  beings, 
wounded  or  dead,  lying  about  Atlanta  as  the  result  of  that  one 
day's  battle. 

In  less  than  a  week,  Oen.  Sherman,  having  destroyed  the  rail- 
road leading  to  Decatur,  commenced  moving  his  army  around 
Atlanta  to  his  right.  At  Ezra  Church,  Hood,  thinking  Sher- 
man's army  in  motion,  or  at  least  not  yet  in  good  position,  rushed 
out,  and  for  the  third  time  made  a  furious  attack. 

To  their  chagrin,  the  Rebels  found  Logan's  Fifteenth  corps, 
on  which  the  main  assault  fell,  in  good  position,  and  already 
behind  intrenchments.  Logan  held  the  crest  of  the  wooded 
ridge  that  sloped  with  open  fields  toward  Atlanta.  Up  this 
open  slope  charged  the  rebel  columns,  only  to  meet  a  murderous 
fire  and  be  hurled  back.  Time  and  again  the  brave  men  were 
led  to  the  useless  slaughter.  At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
after  a  loss  of  nearly  5,000  men,  the  rebel  army  recoiled  and  fell 
back  into  Atlanta.  Sherman's  divisions,  owing  to  their  excel- 
lent positions,  lost  but  600  men. 

In  the  battle  of  Ezra  Church,  the  Iowa  soldiers  present  on  the 
line  of  attack  did  their  duty  well,  though  there  was,  with  them, 
none  of  the  desperate  fighting  witnessed  on  the  22d^  at  the  left 
of  the  army.  The  Fifteenth  Iowa,  with  the  Thirty-second  Ohio, 
was  sent  under  the  lead  of  Col.  Belknap  to  the  assistance  of 
Morgan  L.  Smith's  division,  then  heavily  attacked.  Here  they 
repulsed  several  charges,  the  men  lighting  nobly.  The  loss  was 
2  killed  and  8  wounded.  Among  the  latter  was  Lieut.  Henry 
Schievers.     The  regiment  received  the  thanks  of  Gen.  Smith. 

The  Thirteenth  and  the  Third,  what  wits  left  of  it,  a  mere 

handful,  were  sent  to  the  aid  of  Gen.  Harrow's  division  in  the 

Fifteenth  corps,  and  by  good  firiujj  from  behind  a  breiistwork 

of  logs  and  rails,  drove  the  enemy  from  their  front,  with  little 
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loss  to  themselves.  Two  men  were  killed  and  six  wounded.  Col. 
Shane,  who  led  the  regiment,  complimented  Captains  J.  G. 
Kennedy  and  John  Archer  for  gallantry  and  efficiency  in  battle. 

Other  Iowa  regiments  were  slightly  engaged  at  Ezra  Church 
but  with  small  losses. 

In  the  month^s  siege  of  Atlanta  that  now  commenced,  with 
its  constant  skirmishing  and  petty  conflicts,  some  of  the  regi- 
ments lost  as  many  officers  and  men  as  though  they  had  been 
engaged  in  important  battles.  The  Second  Iowa,  in  the  month^s 
skirmishes  about  Ezra  Church,  lost  not  less  than  20  in  killed 
and  wounded.    Among  the  former  was  Lieut.  Rausch. 

Just  as  the  Iowa  regiments  had  lost  scores  and  scores  of  men  and 
officers  in  skirmishes  all  along  the  way  in  that  campaign  from 
Chattanooga,  where  the  sound  of  battle  was  heard  by  day  and  by 
night,  80  here,  in  the  siege,  every  day  saw  its  victims.  Not  falling 
in  the  fierceness  of  some  mighty  battle,  their  names  were  usually 
unheralded,  but  their  heroism,  their  patriotism,  their  duty  done, 
day  by  day  and  hour  by  hour,  in  darkness  and  in  light,  made  their 
sacrifice  as  great  as  the  sacrifice  of  those  who  died  in  hard  bat- 
tle.   They  were  the  heroes  of  the  skirmish  line. 

On  the  25th  of  August,  Sherman  decided  to  abandon  the  weary 
i  of  the  city,  and  to  drive  Hood  out  of  Atlanta  by  a  grand 
movement  by  the  right  flank  and  to  Hood^s  rear.  His  army 
marched  for  Hood^s  lines  of  communication,  the  West  Point  and 
the  Macon  railroads.  The  movement  brought  on  the  battle  of 
Jonesboro. 

Hood,  alarmed  by  the  movement  of  Sherman^s  cavalry  on  the 
railroads  at  his  rear,  had  divided  his  army  in  Atlanta,  and  sent 
half  of  it,  under  Hardee,  to  Jonesboro,  retaining  the  remainder 
in  the  city. 

The  army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  Howard,  after  considerable 
resistance,  lay  intrenched  in  front  of  Jonesboro,  on  the  morning 
of  Aug.  3 1st.  Its  position  was  good,  and  with  deployed  lines 
Howard's  divisions  waited  Hardee's  attack. 

As  on  the  22d  of  July,  the  rebel  army  came  on  with  a  rush. 
Howard  bad  the  Fifteenth  corps  in  the  center,  and  the  Sixteenth 
and  Seventeenth  at  his  flanks,  and  met  the  dashing  enemy  with 
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a  solid  blaze  of  musketry  and  artillery.  The  fight  commenced  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  over  by  five,  the  enemy 
being  driven  back  into  Jonesboro. 

The  next  day,  Sept.  1st,  Sherman*s  Fourteenth  corps,  led  by 
Davis,  closed  down  on  Jonesboro  from  the  north,  and  at  4  o^clock 
dashed  on  to,  and  captured  the  rebel  works,  and  with  them  the 
whole  of  Govan^s  hard  fighting  brigade  and  10  cannon. 

Here,  as  at  Ezra  Church,  the  Iowa  regiments  engaged  did  their 
measure  of  duty,  but  the  fighting  that  fell  to  them  was  not 
especially  severe.  The  Iowa,  or  ^^Crocker^'  brigade,  as  it  was  so 
(if ten  called,  after  its  first  commander,  now  led  by  the  gallant 
Belknap,  was  active  in  the  engagement,  and  repeatedly  moved 
from  position  to  position  under  heavy  fir«.  It  fortunately  suf- 
fered little. 

Once,  during  the  advance,  the  Second  and  Seventh  Iowa  ran 
on  to  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  posted  behind  a  barricade  of  rails. 
They  were  ordered  to  charge  the  position,  and  did  so  in  splendid 
style,  driving  the  enemy  to  flight.  Maj.  Hamill  led  the  two  reg- 
iments till  he  was  wounded,  when  Capt.  Mahon  took  the  lead  in 
the  pursuit,  charging  and  driving  the  Babels  from  two  other 
positions. 

Night  came  on,  and  Hardee  escaped. 

That  night,  walking  up  and  down  at  his  bivouac,  Oten.  Sher- 
man heard  explosions  in  Atlanta,  twenty  miles  away.  Hood  was 
leaving  the  city.  The  great  campaign  was  done,  and  over  all 
the  loyal  North  went  the  glad  tidings,  ^^Atlanta  is  ours.^^  All 
the  bells  of  the  North,  and  all  the  cannon  joined  in  the  chorus, 
^Atlanta  is  ourb,  Atlanta  is  ours.'* 


CHAPTER  XXYL 

THANKSQIVINQ  DAY,  1864-GOV.  STONE'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

On  the  last  day  of  August,  1864,  the  democratic  party  and  all 
its  treasonable  allies  met  in  Chicago,  and  nominated  Gtoo.  B. 
BicGlellan  for  the  presidency.  He  had  been  a  failure  as  a  loyal 
soldier;  what  he  might  be  as  a  disloyal  or  ^^  peace  ^*  candidate,  was 
now  to  be  proven.  The  people  who  set  this  military  toy  up  as 
a  rival  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  declared  the  war  was  a  failure.  It 
was  an  extraordinary  spectacle  —  a  major  general  of  an  army 
throwing  up  his  hands  to  cry  enough^  right  in  the  midst  of  a  suc- 
cessful war.  ''  Peace  is  wanted,^^  cried  the  friends  of  McGlellan. 
''  The  war  has  failed." 

Instantly,  as  an  answer  to  the  infamous  lie,  there  came  a 
shout  from  east  and  west  that  Atlanta  had  been  won.  ^^  Atlanta 
is  ours — Atlanta  is  ours,"  was  rung  from  every  loyal  church 
bell  in  the  land.  A  thousand  cannon  in  thunder  tones  echoed 
the  tidings  at  every  post  and  military  station  in  all  the  North, 
and  in  the  lines  of  the  union  army  over  all  the  South. 

Sherman,  with  a  victorious  army,  stood  within  the  strong- 
est citadel  of  the  heart  of  the  South.  In  the  valley  of 
Virginia,  Sheridan  had  almost  annihilated  the  rebel  army  at 
Winchester  and  Fisher's  Hill,  while  Parragut  and  his  mighty 
iihips  of  war  passed  the  walls  of  fire  and  rode  straight  into  Mobile 
bay.  It  was  a  victory  autumn,  and  every  soldier  in  the  land  gave 
the  lie  to  the  convention  at  Chicago  that  had  declared  the  war  a 
failure. 

Shortly  before  that  convention  met  in  Chicago,  some  of  the 
leaders  of  the  democratic  party  in  congress,  and  they  were 
Friends  of  McCiellan,  stood  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Repre- 

3entatatives   and  cursed   the  government,   mocked  its    leaders, 
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shouted  treason  and  defied  the  hand  that  should  be  raised  against 
them.  The  speeches  of  Long  who  pronounced  the  war  ^*  an  infer- 
nal and  stupendous  folly,"  and  of  Daris,  and  of  Fernando  Wood, 
were  too  infamously  disloyal  to  be  thought  in  earnest.  Enow^ 
ing  these  men,  however,  knowing  their  disloyal  public  utter- 
ances, and  knowing  that  they  were  the  country^s  enemies,  Qeo* 
B.  McGlellan,  a  union  soldier,  basely  accepted  a  nomination 
from  their  hands. 

In  the  campaign  that  followed,  the  American  people  taught 
McGlellan  and  his  treasonable  followers  their  mistake.  In  the 
autumn  elections,  he  received  the  electoral  vote  of  but  three 
states;  New  Jersey,  Delaware  and  Kentucky.  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's electoral  majority  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-one.  The 
same  fall  election  turned  some  thirty  of  the  rebel  sympathizing 
congressmen  out  of  their  seats,  leaving  in  the  lower  house  but 
41  Democrats  to  143  Republicans. 

In  loyal  Iowa,  there  was  no  limit  to  the  joy  over  the  splendid 
union  victories,  or  over  the  total  and  disgraceful  discomfiture 
of  Geo.  B.  McGlellan  and  the  party  he  had  represented.  The 
result  of  that  year's  elections  in  Iowa  was  a  monument  to  the 
state's  loyalty.  The  union  ticket  received  some  40,000  majority. 
McGlellan  carried  but  two  counties  in  the  state — Dubuque  and 
Appanoose,  and  the  latter  by  only  43  votes  majority. 

Among  the  Iowa  soldiers  his  name  was  received  with  scorn. 
The  voice  in  the  field  against  him  was  almost  unanimous.  In 
the  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  regiment,  out  of  234  ballots,  he  received 
but  four.  In  the  gallant  Third  regiment,  McGlellan  received 
no  votes  at  all.  He  had  been  a  union  soldier,  and  this  was  how 
the  union  soldiers  loved  him.  The  result  must  have  stung  him 
to  the  heart. 

Possibly  McGIellan's  ambition  did  not  make  him  a  traitor. 
Possibly  he  did  not  at  heart  want  the  Union  destroyed.  No  one 
will  ever  know.  But  his  party,  the  men  in  whom  he  trusted, 
the  men  at  whose  hands  he  accepted  honors — these  were  north- 
em  traitors,  conspiring  to  end  the  war  by  dishonorable  peace. 
At  Chicago,  he  became'  their  spokesman  and  banner  bearer. 
The  country  so  judged  him,  and  he  was  politically  buried  forever. 
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The  same  elections  saw  tbe  state  candidates  of  the  republicaji 
party  iu  Iowa  elected  by  enormous  majorities.  The  presidential 
electors  chosen  were  C.  Ben.  Darwin,  W.  G.  Thompson.  John 
Van  Valkenberg,  Samuel  S.  Burdett,  B.  T.  Hunt.  Daniel  An- 
derson and  Oilman  C.  Mudgett.  William  B.  Allison.  Junies  V. 
Wilson,  Hiram  Price,  J,  B.  Grinndl,  John  A.  Kasson  and  A.  W, 
Hubbard  were  elected  to  Congress.  What  namea  many  of  them 
have  become  since  then  on  the  state's  roll  of  fame!  Some  of 
them  have  now  long  been  familiar  to  the  whole  nation  and  have 
been  crowned  with  honors.  Hon.  C.  C.  Cole,  formerly  a  distin- 
guished and  loyal  Democrat,  was  chosen  supreme  judge  in  Iowa 
at  the  same  election.  James  Wright  was  made  secretary  of  state, 
John  A.  Elliott,  auditor;  Wm.  H.  Holmes. treasurer;  J.  A.  Hurvey, 
register  of  the  land  office  and  Isaac  L.  Allen,  attorney -general. 

Since  the  last  ThaDkagiTing  day  in  towa,  great  events  had 
taken  plucu.  There  had  been  great  battles,  victories  and  defeats- 
Thousands  of  Iowa  men  lay  dead  on  southern  fields,  thousands 
were  starving  to  death  amid  the  horrors  o£  southern  prisons,  and 
other  thousands  lay  mangled,  sick,  suSeriug  and  dying  iu  army 
hospitals.  It  was  a  time  to  make  men  think.  Loyal  Iowa  did 
think,  and  the  [lulse-beats  of  her  whole  loyal  people  were  as  one. 
The  war  shouM  go  on,  treason  should  be  trampled  in  the  earth, 
the  R.>-public  s;iv>-d, — if  all  should  die.  That  was  the  patriotism 
worthy  of  the  0  reek  that  wished  no  life,  if  without  a  country. 

Not  the  youni;  blood  of  Iowa  only  was  offered  at  its  country's 
altar.  ;\  tho\isiiiid  men,  whose  age  exempted  them  from  war, 
had  sliimldtTcd  their  muskets  and  joined  the  army.  Possibly 
history  affords  im  parallel  to  Iowa's  "Gray  beard"  regiment,  tha 
band  uf  i)r<;aNized  men,  many  of  them  sixty  years  of  age,  whu 
mustered  with  tln^ir  sons  for  battle.  That  regiment  of  patriots 
h.id  alr<';iily  st-ut  thirteen  hundred  sons  and  grandsons  to  the  war. 
When  the  fiilli^rs  themselves  marched  with  steady  utep,  with 
earnest  eyi'  and  loyal  heart,  it  was  a  scene  for  an  epic  poet  or  « 
tnigic  arti-it.  Inwa  alone  had  the  honor  of  «uch  a  band  of  piit- 
rioti*,  and  oti  tin' -scroll  of  history  their  fame  will  be  written  with 
the  fame  of  tbf  old  Continentals  of  the  Revolution,  the  soldien 
of  Cromwell  atnl  the  heroic  Greeks. 
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That  late  summer  of  1861  witnessed  the  decree  that  abolished 
alavery  forever  iu  Maryland.  It  was  a  great  day,  and  as  if  some 
divine  fate  itself  were  directing  events,  that  very  hour,  Roger  B. 
Taney,  the  judicial  upholder  of  human  bondage,  died.  The  old 
era  passed  away  as  the  new  was  coming  in.  There  were  not 
wanting  thousands  of  pious  patriots  who  saw  in  this,  as  in  other 
events  of  that  awful  War  Time,  the  hand  of  Almighty  God.  The 
awful  crime  that  the  Republic  had  fostered  under  the  Stripes 
and  Stars  was  doomed,  but  the  people,  north  and  south,  guilty 
of  this  outrage  on  their  fellow  men,  were  paying  the  penalty  in 
their  hearts'  blood. 


i( 


VeNOEAKOB  is  hike,  AKD  I  WILL  REPAY,  8AITH  THE  LORD.** 


And  on  that  Thanksgiving  day  of  1864,  more  than  at  any 
time  during  the  dreadful  conflict,  the  people  of  the  North  real- 
ized that  God's  hand  was  in  the  war.  The  close  of  that  great 
year  saw  the  retirement  of  Gov.  Eirkwood  from  the  guberna- 
torial office.  He  had  served  the  two  terms  usually  accorded  gov- 
ernors, and  with  distinguished  honors  and  with  the  universal 
respect  of  the  people,  he  transferred  to  his  successor  the  state 
government — not  in  bankruptcy  and  unarmed  as  he  had  found  it, 
but  rich,  loyal,  and  equipped  for  war.  His  retirement,  however, 
was  a  source  of  almost  universal  regret.  He  and  Iowa  soldiers 
had  been  as  one — one  impulse,  one  interest,  one  intense  loyalty. 
His  parting  message  to  his  people  was  one  of  wisdom  and  encour- 
agement. He  left  the  house  that  he  had  governed  in  good  order. 
The  state's  credit  was  now  better  than  before,  her  schools  were 
flourishing,  her  public  institutions  numerous  and  largely  paid 
for.  Business  pursued  its  even  way,  spite  of  the  war.  Iowa's 
tields  yielded  abundantly,  her  people  were  honored,  and  her  sol- 
diers were  heroes. 

"  I  must  say  a  word  still  to  them,''  ho  exclaimed  in  parting. 
"  These  men  whom  Iowa  has  sent  to  the  field  have?  been  at  least 
second  to  none  in  soldierly  qualities.  When  the  war  l)epjau,  ours 
was  a  new  state  without  a  history.  To  day,  her  name  stands  on 
one  of  the  brightest  pa^es  of  our  country's  record,  graven  there 
by  the  bayonets  of  our  brave  soldiers,  and  that  p<ige  is  all  glow- 
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ig  with  proofs  of  their  heroism  and  devotion.  We  have  sent 
0  the  field  no  regiment  of  which  we  do  not  feel  greatly  proud, 

1  the  bare  mention  of  the  names  of  many  of  them  stirs  the 
lood  and  warms  the  heart  of  every  lowan.  It  may  perhaps  be 
ermitted  me  to  say  that  1  trust  that  when  the  history  of  the  gal- 
uitry  and  devotion  of  these  men  shall  be  written,  the  position  I 
lave  held  will  of  necessity  connect  my  name  kindly  and  not  dis- 
reditably  with  theirs,  and  that  this  tnist  afibrds  compensation 
or  somewhat  of  toil  and  care  which  have  attended  that  position, 
nd  should  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  an  ambition  greater  than 
ame. 

Eirkwood^s  name  is  connected  with  the  names  of  the  Iowa 
oldiera  ^'  kindly,  and  not  discreditably,*^  and  no  monument  to 
heir  heroism,  however  grand,  will  be  complete  that  does  not 
ink  with  their  names,  inseparably,  the  names  of  Eirinrood  and 
it  Baker.  To  their  loyal  hearts  and  patient  virtues  are  doe 
uaoy  of  the  successes  that  have  handed  down  to  histoty  the 
ame  and  the  deeds  of  Iowa  soldiers   in   the    war  for  the 

iepublic 

The  beginning  of  1861  saw  Iowa  12,000  men  ahead  of  her 
[uota,  but  ready  for  any  and  every  new  demand  for  men  or 
noney.  Patriotic  zeal,  coupled  with  the  love  of  adventure,  had 
'  ven  entered  into  the  breasts  of  the  boys,  scores  of  whom,  far  under 
he  proper  age,  left  their  homes  and  presented  themselves  at 
ecruitiog  offices  for  enlistment.  ^^  One  thousand  boys,^  wrote 
Vdjt.  Gen.  Baker  in  March,  *^  have  been  sent  home  by  us  at  the 
expense  of  the  state. 

Both  the  general  government  and  state  continued  to  give 
(plendid  bounties  to  men  enlisting,  whether  to  fill  up  the  old  com- 
nands,  thinned  by  war^s  ravages,  or  to  enter  new  organintions. 

Discharged  soldiers  who  re-enlisted,  received  $100  in  bounty 
From  the  general  government,  and  frequently  large  sunis  from 
towns,  counties  and  cities  in  addition.  The  county  of  Dubuque, 
previous  to  that  Thanksgiving  day  of  1861,  had  paid  out  flllMXW 
For  bounties.  Other  counties,  in  proportion  to  population  and 
wealth,  had  paid  even  more. 

The  state  had  but  700,000  population,  and  one-ninth  of  it 
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was  ill  the  battle  field.  Every  other  arms-bearing  man  in  Iowa 
teas  at  the  front.  It  was  a  remarkable  showing.  It  seemed  as  if 
e?ery  family  in  the  whole  state  had  some  member  fighting  for 
his  country.  The  husband  of  Mrs.  E.  W.  Atmore  was  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Fifteenth  regiment,  and  sick  in  hospital  of  a  fe?er. 
Two  of  her  sons  were  in  the  army,  and  two  other  sons  were  dead 
for  their  country.  ^^  I  hare  four  brothers  fighting  in  the  army,'^ 
wrote  a  young  lady  of  Iowa — four  brothers,  a  father  and  sereral 
cousins. 

Every  mail  brought  sorrow  to  some  wounded  heart  at  home. 
A  message  by  telegraph  was  followed  by  a  dress  of  mourning. 
^'  I  think  Gapt.  Smith  of  the  Sixteenth  Iowa  is  killed,^^  tele- 
graphed AdjL  Oten.  Baker  to  a  friend.  '^  Break  the  news  as 
lightly  as  possible  to  his  wife."  That  was  the  kind  of  message 
the  wires  brought  daily  from  Atlanta  and  the  South. 

Up  at  the  arsenal  in  Des  Moines,  one  reads  in  the  record 
book,  where  e?ery  soldier^s  name  is  given,  these  words: 


ISAAC  N.  YOUNT, 

TWENTY-FIFTH   INFAIITKT, 

Shot  in  the  heart  by  a  musket  ball. 


It  is  but  one  record  of  ten  thousand.  This  is  the  dead  patriot^s 
history.  Above  the  record  books,  festooned  together  with  others, 
hangs  the  flag  that  this  man^s  heart's-blood  saved.  All  the 
immense  room  is  hung  with  flags  and  banners  that  other  men^s 
hearts^  blood  has  saved.  Tread  softly  and  with  bared  head 
enter,  for  in  this  room,  around,  above,  are  the  sacred  relics  of  a 
holy  war.  The  spots  on  yonder  banner  are  your  father^s  blood. 
That  bullet-riddled  flag  lay  on  the  dead  body  of  your  brother  at 
Vicksburg.  That  other  banner,  torn  and  gray  and  ragged,  was 
the  first  union  flag  to  float  on  a  rebel  rampart.  That  other 
waved  **  Liberty's"  welcome  from  the  dome  of  South  Carolina's 
capitol.  These  flag.-i  are  the  certificates  of  Iowa's  heroism  in  a 
mighty  war.  Those  blood  stains  are  from  the  hearts  of  Redfield 
at  AUatoona,  McFarland  at  Prairie  Grove,  Mills  and  Buker  at 
Corinth,  Kinsman  at  Black  River,  Cloiitman  at  Donelson,  Rice  at 
the  Saline  river,  Wentz  at  Belmont,  Hill  at  Nashville.  Newbold 
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and  Mix  of  the  deadly  line  at  Pleasant  Hill.  They  are  the 
blood  of  Tonrence,  of  Abbott,  of  Dunlap  and  of  Wilds.  Not  of 
these  alone.  Ten  thousand  hearts  ceased  beating  when  these 
flags  were  borne  across  the  ramparts  of  the  foe.  The  best  young 
blood  of  all  this  noble  state  turned  into  scarlet  the  gold  of  the . 
^tars  of  yonder  banner.  That  flag  sta£^  broken  and  pierced  with 
rebel  balls,  was  borne  in  the  deadly  charge  of  Mission  Bidge. 
Fiye  brave  men  were  killed  or  crippled  bearing  that  other  flag 
at  Donelson.  That  bit  of  bunting,  faded  and  torn,  wrapped  the 
cold  clay  of  Iseminger  at  Shiloh. 

Look  up,  if  there  thrills  in  your  breast  one  drop  of  the  patriot's 
blood,  and  know  that  here  yon  stand  in  the  presence  of  the  spirits 
of  heroes  and  martyrs.  Here  is  the  Pantheon  of  your  heroic  dead. 
Here  are  the  emblems  of  our  honor.  Beiote  these  emUems, 
how  small  are  we !  We  hear  but  the  voice  of  man;  these 
hero  martyrs  heard  the  voice  of  Gk)d.  Spirits  of  the  dead«  we 
call  you  back,  that  we  may  swear  again  within  this  pafarioisbriae 
that  no  base  act  of  ours  shall  make  your  deeds  in  vain.  Cursed 
be  the  man  who  does  not  honor  these  torn  flags,  and  doubly 
cursed  who  does  not  prize  the  liberties  their  defenders  saved! 

These  flags  and  these  banners  that  the  state  of  Iowa  has  pre- 
served within  walls  of  stone  and  iron,  are  not  the  colors  of 
triumphant  armies  that  have  marched  ovei  human  right  to  vic- 
tory. They  are  the  honored  emblems  of  free  government  and 
of  man's  rights.  Not  since  the  crusades  to  the  Holy  Sep- 
ulchre, have  armies  fought  in  a  holier  cause  than  did  the  union 
troops,  striving  to  preserve  free  government  on  the  earth.  The 
ps  of  Napoleon,  exhibited  under  the  dome  of  the  Invalides  in 
Faris,  are  the  signs  of  French  conquest.  The  banners  of  Fred- 
erick the  Great,  gathered  above  his  tomb  at  Pottsdam,  are  signs 
of  a  personal  and  victorious  tyranny.  The  flags  of  the  loyal 
North  are  the  symbols  of  a  war  for  human  rights.  So  long  as 
Iowa  shall  have  a  record  among  men,  these  flags  will  be  the 
emblems  of  her  heroic  age« 

Iowa  had  another  reason  to  be  thankful  in  186i.  It  was  for  the 
gallantry  of  some  of  her  regiments  that  had  been  sent  east  to 
fight  by  the  side  of  soldiers  from  the  Potomac  against  the  vei- 
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erans  of  Lee's  army.  la  no  section  of  the  country  was  there 
fiercer  war  than  in  the  Shenandoah  valley  of  Virginia.  Its 
people  had  sinned  much  in  disloyalty.  ^^  I  will  fight  treason 
wherever  I  find  it/'  wrote  Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  Virginians.  He 
found  it  all  over  the  old  state,  and  Sheridan,  in  the  September 
days  of  1864,  fought  it  in  the  valley,  and  fought  it  very  hard. 
Iowa  men  marched  through  the  town  and  past  the  gallows  place 
of  old  John  Brown,  and  with  sword  and  bayonet  and  musket 
helped  destroy  Early^s  Virginia  army.  There  were  great  union 
victories  in  that  valley,  and  Iowa  had  reason  to  be  proud  of  her 
share  in  them. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  great  victories  of  the  union  army, 
there  was  no  cessation  of  continued  preparation  in  Iowa,  as, 
indeed,  all  over  the  nation.  Then,  as  in  the  years  before,  Adjt. 
Oen.  Baker  was  the  soul  of  the  military  system  of  the  state.  His 
great  work  never  grew  less.  He  wanted  nothing  less  until  the 
conntry  should  be  surely  saved.  ^^  I  am  always  with  you  for  the 
country  and  its  preservation,"  he  wrote  to  a  public  man.  ^^  I  am 
just  where  the  democratic  party  used  to  be — a  party  for  the 
defense  of  the  government  in  any  peril,  danger  or  emergency — 
a  party  whose  doctrine  used  to  be  unalloyed  loyalty  for  the 
defense  of  the  Stars  and  the  Stripes.  I  am  there  still,  and  shall 
be  there  forever.  Your  kind  expressions  of  approval  are  better 
to  me  than  anything  that  could  be  furnished  by  any  person, 
power  or  state.  I  try  to  do  my  duty,  and  the  approval  of  such 
men  as  you  is  an  incentive  to  try  to  do  better,  if  I  can.  I  want  no 
office.  I  try  to  do  my  duty  for  the  state  and  nation,  and  if  I 
have  done  it  well,  I  shall  leave  that  record  for  my  children." 

The  state  now  knows  how  well  he  kept  his  word;  his  record 
wa?  lowj^  since  made  up,  and  the  soldiers  of  Iowa  who  were  the 
children  of  his  care,  recognize  how  loyal  and  how  true  he  was. 
Not  in  many  years  will  Iowa  have  such  a  servant  of  the  state 
again.  Such  men  are  only  here  and  there  the  product  of  a  coun- 
try. They  are  the  souls  bom  of  an  emergency,  and  fati*  only 
gives  them  tor  some  great  demand. 

With  the  beginning  of  the  n<»w  year  1864,  Col.  William  M. 
Stone  had  Ix^come  gov»»rnor  of  Iowa.     The  transfer  of  executive 
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power  iti  no  way  changed  the  patriotic  course  oE  the  state  or  itit 
(lettTminiition  to  furnish  the  last  man  and  the  last  dollar,  it  need 
be,  to  continue  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  The  new  governor 
was  personally  a  zealous  patriot,  a  determined  man,  an  experi- 
enced military  oilicer  and  an  executive  who  recognized  that  in 
Iowa,  perfect  loyalty  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  was  the  ooly 
possible  political  road  to  travel. 

With  intense  energy  he  took  np  the  just  cause  where  his  suc- 
(■•■ssfiil  and  popular  predecessor  had  laid  it  down.  Apparently, 
no  change  of  state  oflicials  had  taken  place — so  one-purposed, 
so  one-handed  and  one-hearted  did  the  people  of  Iowa  continue 
to  strive  to  save  the  bulwark  of  liberty. 

The  improved  condition  of  affairs  in  Iowa  at  the  close  of  Gov. 
Kirkwood'.-<  adnutiistralion,  has  already  been  alluded  to.  Qov. 
Stone  proposed  no  steps  backward.  His  administration  proved 
to  \y  broui.1,  piitriutic  and  SDCcessful.  Brilliant  as  were  his 
endowments,  it  was  no  easy  task  to  achieve  popularity,  following 
A  predecessor  of  such  conspicuous  ability,  such  political  insight, 
and  such  preeminent  statesmanship.  But  both  had  the  same 
aims  and  purposi's — the  honor  of  the  state — the  prosecution  of 
the  war;  and  Stcnie's  iid ministration  was  a  loyal  marching  on  in 
the  eoitrsp  which  liad  already  raodered  Iowa  conspicuous  for  paU 

Amoii<;  his  noted  services  to  the  state  and  nation,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  IRiU.  was  his  earnestness  in  urging  on  the  government 
thi'  lliiuilri'd  Days  volunteers.  With  two  or  three  other  gov- 
ernors i)f  northwestern  states,  he  believed  that  in  the  great 
(*am])iiiL'iis  iibout  to  be  inaugurated  for  that  summer,  the  hands 
of  our  f;.'ni'rals  could  bs  strength.med  by  the  use  of  several 
thonsjind  meji  I'ulisted  for  short  terms.  These  men,  he  main- 
taiii'il,  could  j^arrison  posts,  hoM  interior  lines,  guard  railroads, 
car''  for  tlif  tlioiisunds  of  prisonera  in  our  hands,  and  so  release 
fur  duty  at  th'-  front  a  whole  army  of  veteran  soldiers. 

It  w,H  a  sph'tnlid  conception.  The  plan,  however,  wjis  not  w 
readily  iiilojil.'d  us  would  have  been  expected.  It  met,  indeed, 
witli  t'xtn-uK'  i>|i|>osition  at  its  very  inception.  Gov.  Stono  wu 
on  intiiaate  teruis  with  President  Lincdn,  and  at  an  interview 
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betwwii  the  Presideiit  aad  the  gorernon  who  wished  tooflbr  the 
troops,  q^pealed  to  the  President  in  deep  earnestness  for  their 
aeoeptanee.  Mr.  Idncoln^s  whole  cabinet  was  present.  So,  too, 
was  Mij.-Gen.  Halleck.  ^  Let  us  hare  yoar  opinion,  Qen.  Hal- 
leek,''  said  Mr.  Lincoln.  ''No  faith  in  it  at  aUI  Yolnnteers 
won't  earn  their  clothes  in  a  hnndred  days,"  answered  the  gen- 
eral, emphatically.  '^  Bat  look  at  Wilson's  Cieek,"  interrupted 
Got.  Stone;  **  Iowa's  hundred  days  men  won  that  battle;  look  at 
Donelson,  stormed  by  men  who  never  fired  a  gun  before."  '*  You 
are  right,"  cried  the  President,  slapping  his  knee  as  he  spoke. 
**Mr.  Chase,  can  you  raise  the  money,  and  how  much  will  the 
venture  cost?"  turning  to  the  finance  secietaiy.  ^^Yes,"  was 
the  quick  answer,  *'  the  money  can  be  had.  The  proposition  is 
ezeellent,  and  there  are  the  figures."  Secretary  Stanton  also 
fiivored  t^  proposition,  and  before  the  meeting  closed,  the  gor- 
emoffs  were  authorized  to  raise  the  regiments. 

Stone  hurried  home  and  in  a  stirring  and  patriotic  appeal  asked 
young  Iowa  again  for  men.  His  letter  to  the  people  was  one  of 
the  best  expositions  of  the  critical  situation  of  public  affiurs  that 
had  q^peared  anywhere.  In  language  burning  with  eloquence 
and  patriotism,  he  urged  the  immediate  raising  of  the  hundred 
iajB  regiments.  All  the  young  men  in  the  stores  and  shops 
were  begged  to  enroll  themseWes  and  connect  their  names  with 
the  names  of  the  heroes  at  the  front.  The  young  women  of 
the  state  were  urged  to  do  as  their  sisters  in  Mt.  Pleasant  and 
Burlington  —  yolunteer  to  supply  the  places  of  young  men 
enlisting  to  be  soldiers.  All  over  the  state,  in  fact,  the  women 
were  as  anxious  as  the  governor  himself  to  see  the  armies  at  the 
front  strengthened  for  renewed  conflict 

At  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  40  young  ladies  volunteered 
together  to  go  to  work  as  clerks  in  shops  and  stores  and  to 
aoeept  soldiers'  pay,  wherever  men  should  enlist.  In  a  published 
card,  under  their  own  names,  they  closed  with  these  words 
to  the  employees:  "  We  prefer  to  be  invited  to  take  your  places, 
but  if  not,  we  will  in  a  body  proceed  to  your  places  of  business 
by  Tuesday  next,  to  say  to  you,  go^ 

Bapidly  the  regiments  were  filled  up,  and  in  quick  time  Iowa 
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bad  nearly  4,000  more  men  marching  toward  Dixie.  Nobly 
libese  regiments  of  Hnndred  Days  men  eerved  the  porpoaes 
For  which  they  volunteered.  The  reteran  armies  were  lelieTed 
Erom  post,  garrison  and  guard  duty  in  the  South,  and  marched 
bo  new  victories,  while  the  Hundred  Days  men,  picketing  and 
guarding  the  lines  o£  supplies,  holding  the  forts,  and  watching 
the  roads  in  the  rear  of  the  armies,  were  performing  often  as 
irduous,  as  useful  and  as  patriotic  duties  as  the  men  farther 
forward  in  the  smoke  of  the  battle. 

Just  as  Stone  was  hurrying  to  organize  his  Hundred  Days  men, 
the  draft  was  proceeding  in  other  states,  and  the  Wta  Depart 
ment  also  ordered  a  draft  in  certain  derelict  districts  of  Iowa, 
onless  the  governor  should  object  Stone  did  object,  until  all 
3ther  states  should  do  what  Iowa  had  done — fill  their  quotas — 
Emd,  in  any  event,  until  the  state  should  have  ftuled  in  rsising  the 
Hundred  Days  men.  A  few  men,  in  certain  districts,  had  been 
drafted  in  Iowa,  but  had  the  full  number  of  volunteers  been 
credited  on  the  books  of  the  War  Department,  no  draft  at  any 
time  would  have  been  necessary  in  the  state. 

Another  of  the  noticeable  and  patriotic  acts  of  this  adminis- 
tration was  the  loyal  stand  taken  by  Gbv.  Stone  as  to  the  state 
militia.  He  ordered  its  organisation  to  be  completed  in  eveiy 
district,  under  the  leading  of  true  and  loyal  men,  but  soon  found 
it  in  certain  portions  of  the  state  on  the  Missonri  border  being 
turned  into  an  instrument,  not  of  defense,  but  of  treason.  There 
were  33,000  organized  ^'Sons  of  Liberty^*  in  the  state,  whose  aim 

B  opposition  to  the  government  of  the  state  and  the  nation. 
T  detestable  and  treasonable  comrades  of  house  burners, 
sins  and  midnight  murderers,  labored  to  secure  the  offices 
in  the  militia  companies  of  the  border  counties,  and  thus  cripple 
them  for  patriotic  use  against  invaders  from  Missouri,  or  still 
worse,  turn  them  at  some  critical  moment  against  the  state. 
Stone  knew  of  their  machinations,  and  accepted  the  challenge 
thrown  to  him  by  a  lot  of  banded  villains  intent  on  crippling 
the  arm  of  the  state.  He  publicly  informed  them  of  his  knowl- 
edge of  their  doings,  forbade  ^he  issuing  of  commissions  of  any 
kind  to  them,  whether  elected  officers  or  not,  and,  in  case  any 
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strife  shoald  be  brought  about  by  them  in  reyenge,  threatened 
them  with  powder  and  ball.  It  was  a  wholesome  lesson,  and  the 
governor  was  sustained  in  his  purpose  by  the  whole  state. 

Possibly  the  ^^Sons  of  Liberty^*  in  Iowa  never  realized  how  near 
to  death^s  door  they  stood  before  the  war  days  passed.  Their 
secret  assemblies  were  watched,  their  aims  known,  and  their 
open  outbreak  was  waited  for.  One  open  blow  from  them  then, 
and  public  indignation  would  have  justified  their  being  swept 
from  existence. 

During  Oov.  Stone^s  administration  of  state  affairs.  Iowa, 
spite  of  the  great  war  raging,  made  marvelous  strides  in  growth. 
His  public  papers,  messages  and  documents,  teemed  with 
praises  of  the  state,  the  resources  of  her  soil,  the  riches  of  her 
fields,  the  advantages  of  her  institutions,  the  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  her  people — the  heroism  of  her  soldiers.  His  zeal, 
and  the  zeal  of  those  like  him,  drew  emigration  to  the  state,  and 
with  it  riches,  till,  before  the  war  ended,  Iowa  was  richer,  more 
prosperous,  more  powerful  than  when  the  war  began. 


CHAPTER  XXVIl. 

THE  MARCH  TO  THE  SEA. 

Deeember,  1864. 

Half  the  people  of  America  have  grown  from  childhood  to 
manhood  since  the  country  was  electrified  by  the  news  that  Sher- 
man^s  army  had  marched  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  Twenty 
years  have  gone,  and  we  begin  to  know  better  the  significance 
of  the  most  picturesqae  as  well  as  the  most  important  campaign 
of  the  Civil  War. 

Not  less  than  seventeen  Iowa  regiments  took  part  in  the  bril- 
liant campaign. 

The  Ninth  Iowa  infantry,  commanded  by  Gapt.  McSweeny, 
severed  the  last  link  of  the  railroad  that  connected  Sherman^s 
army  with  the  North.  The  last  train  had  passed  northward 
from  Atlanta,  when,  on  the  12th  of  November,  the  Iowa  boys 
tore  up  the  track  and  filled  in  the  cuts  behind  it — when,  with- 
out a  base,  without  communications,  and  with  a  three  hundred 
miles  march  in  front  of  it,  the  army  swung  loose  for  the  sea. 

The  battle  of  Chattanooga  had  proved  the  most  crushing  dis- 
aster that  had  happened  to  the  Confederacy  during  the  war;  but 
a  greater  disaster  still  was  waiting  the  South.  Grant  had  gone  to 
the  armies  in  the  East,  and  Sherman  was  threatening  to  cut 
what  was  left  of  the  Confederacy  in  two.  Of  course  that  could 
not  be  done  without  first  destroying  or  crippling  the  rebel  army 
in  his  front.  It  was  a  long  and  perilous  journey  for  an  army 
from  Ch.'ittauooga  to  Atlanta,  the  ^*gate  city  of  the  South.'* 
Nature  had  fortitied  the  country  against  invasion  almost  every 
foot  of  the  way,  and  a  well  commanded  army  of  veterans  occu- 
pied intreuchments,  and  river  banks,  and  bridges,  and  mountain 

heights,  in  such  force  as  to  make  almost  disheartening  any 
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attempt  at  a  forward  campaign.  Sherman^s  campaigns,  how- 
ever, had  all  been  of  the  forward  kind.  He  had  seldom  fought 
twice  over  the  same  ground,  and  he  led  an  army  accustomed  to 
victory.  In  himself  was  represented  a  type  of  soldier  that 
comes  not  once  in  a  century;  courageous,  original,  blest  with 
great  resources  of  intellect;  a  trained  soldier  with  the  heai*t  of 
a  civilian,  perfect  in  knowledge  of  the  conduct  of  wars,  cool  in 
judgment,  audacious  in  action,  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  he  was 
fighting  for;  an  intense  patriot,  and  possessed  of  the  universal 
affection  of  his  troops.  Only  such  a  leader  could  undertake  with 
hopes  of  success  a  campaign  so  difficult  as  the  120  days^  battle 
that  lay  between  him  and  Atlanta.  This  120  days'  fighting  was 
more  than  preliminary  to  the  march  to  the  sea;  in  a  sense,  it  was 
a  part  of  that  march.  To  destroy  the  armies  in  front  of  him,  to 
take  Atlanta,  the  central  furnishing  depot  of  the  South;  to  des- 
troy the  lines  that  fed  Lee's  army;  to  show  the  Confederacy  that 
their  very  interior  and  strongest  places  were  not  invulnerable;  to 
put  a  victorious  northern  army  right  in  the  heart  of  the  South, 
and  show  the  world  that  it  could  stay  there;  this  was  what  Sher- 
man set  out  to  do.  To  do  it,  the  Atlanta  campaign  became  a 
necessity;  so  did  the  march  to  the  sea.  Throwing  the  same  army 
that  marched  to  Savannah  right  into  Lee's  rear,  and  later  compell- 
ing him  to  surrender  to  Orant  or  flee  to  the  mountains,  was  the 
additional  possibility  planned  for,  and  believed  in,  long  before 
the  march  seaward  was  commenced.  The  plan  to  strike  Lee's 
rear  with  Sherman's  army  from  Atlanta,  1,000  miles  away,  devel- 
oped slowly.  Its  execution  meant  u  tremendous  move  on  the 
military  chess  board.  Lee  saw  the  fatal  danger,  ere  the  cam- 
paign was  half  done,  and  mentally  resolved,  as  we  see  later,  on 
leaving  Richnumd  the  moment  Sherman's  columns  should  get  as 
far  toward  him  as  the  Uoanoke  River. 

The  terrific  »»vents  in  Sherman's  campaign,  between  the  Ten- 
nessee River  and  Atlanta,  had  never  been  surpassed  on  the  con- 
tinent. They  were  scarct»ly  surpiissed  by  the  great  single  battles 
of  Spottsylvania,  the  Wilderness,  and  Cold  Harbor.  It  was  not 
so  much  one  very  great  battle,  as  a  constant  succession  of  heavy 
battles  and  fights  in  the  woods.  Day  and  night  were  heard  the 
I.  W.  T.— 22 
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oar  of  cannon  and  the  clash  o£  maaketiy.  Those  not  engaged 
n  the  perpetual  conflict  on  the  lines  could  scarcely  sleep  when 
he  cracking  of  musketry  ceased  at  times,  so  accustomed  were 
hey  to  the  continued  sound  of  guns.  It  was  like  a  constant 
I,  filled  up  by  never  ending  assaults,  charging  breastworks, 
along  bridges,  maneuvers,  reconnoissances,  skimusheB,  and  bat- 
les;  then  the  siege,  and  the  assaults  on  Atlanta  itself,  the  flank- 
ig  movements,  and,  at  last,  the  end.  ^Atlanta  ours,  and  fairly 
ron,^^  flew  across  the  wires  to  Washington,  and  the  first  aet  in 
herman^s  campaign  was  finished.  It  had  been  a  tremendous 
iccession  of  hard  fighting — a  constant  battle  for  four  months, 
lie  great  commander  on  the  James  realized  the  magnitude  of 
le  events.  *Tou  have  accomplished,^*  said  Grant,  in  a  letter  to 
herman,  ^'the  most  gigantic  undertaking  of  any  man  in  this 

And  what  next?    Grant  wrote  from  Virginia.    And  he,  too, 

ked  what  next.    What  had  Sherman  gone  to  Atlanta  for? 

3uld  he  stop  there?    ^'  It  is  now  my  opinion,**  wrote  Sherman 

)  Grant,  *'  that  I  should  keep  Hood  employed,  and  put  my  army 

L  fine  on    r  for  a  march  on  Charleston  (the  sea).**  These  are  the 

wn     n  words  about  the  ^^  march'*  to  be  found  in  the  records 

1 1         r.    And  again  he  wrote:    **  I  would  not  hesitate,  were 

lere  a  new  base  in  our  hands  at  the  coast,  to  cross  the  state  of 

orgia  with  60,000  men.**    The  possibility  of  a  march  some* 

'    re  seaward  had,  as  said,  been  looked  forward  to  when  the 

my  left  Chattanooga.    Where  he  should  strike,  when  he 

ould  strike,  or  whether  new  events  would  permit  a  march  at 

1,  were  left  wholly  unsettled  in  his  mind  in  the  beginning; 

it  at  Atlanta,  Sherman  conceived  the  true  plan,  and  adopted 

le  direction  he  would  take,  if  only  Hood  would  be  foolish 

lough  to  march  bis  confederate  army  north  into  Tennessee, 

rhere  Thomas  stood  waiting  to  welcome  him.  At  last  Hood  did 

lOve,  and  northwards,  and,  to  make  the  blunder  more  visiUe, 

efferson  Davis  himself  rushed  out  to  Palmetto,  near  Atlanta, 

id  approved  the  plans  of  his  general.    Addressing  the  sddien 

nd  the  public,  he  pictured  Sherman*s  army  as  now  about  to  be 

Dst.    Advance  he  could  not;  and  the  retreat  of  Nap<deon  from 
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Moscow  was  child^s  play  compared  with  what  would  happen 
were  the  federal  general  to  attempt  to  fall  back.  A  scout  took 
the  speech  to  Sherman,  and  that  moment  he  determined  on 
his  ^^  march  to  the  sea.^^  Davis  was  commander-in-chief  of  the 
confederate  armies,  and  his  speech  had  convinced  Sherman  that 
the  confederate  President  was  as  weak  in  generalship  as  he  was 
strong  in  boasting. 

All  surplus  material  and  men  were  at  once  sent  to  the  rear, 
and  arrangements  for  another  move  in  the  brilliant  campaign 
completed. 

The  origin  of  the  plan  of  marching  to  the  sea  was  Sherman^s 
own,  as  much  as  was  the  execution  of  it,  spite  of  certain  malevo- 
lent critics  who  sought  to  rob  him  of  this  part  of  the  glory. 
^'  The  honor  is  all  yours,^*  wrote  President  Lincoln,  when  suc- 
cess had  crowned  the  march;  ^^  none  of  us  wont  further  than  to 
acquiesce.*^  Nothing  but  the  overzeal  of  one  of  GteiL  Orant^s 
admirers,  or  the  malice  of  some  jealous  enemy,  could  have  thought 
to  put  the  origin  of  the  march  in  doubt. 

To  Halleck,  Sherman  now  telegraphed:  ^^  I  prefer  for  the  future 
to  make  the  movement  on  Milledgeville,  Millen,and  Savannah  f^ 
and  almost  the  same  day  he  telegraphed  Gen.  Grant:  '^  If  Hood 
goes  north,  why  will  it  not  do  for  me  to  leave  Tennessee  to 
Thomas  and  his  forces  at  Nashville,  and  for  me  to  destroy 
Atlanta  and  march  across  Georgia  to  Savannah  or  Charleston?*^ 
Grant  advised  him  first  to  follow  Hood,  destroy  him,  and  after- 
ward move  toward  the  sea.  Thomas  opposed  the  idea  of  moving 
south  entirely,  as  did  others.  In  no  direction  was  the  undertak- 
ing much  encouniged.  Events  were  drifting  slowly;  Hood  was 
starting  northward,  and  then  Grant  telegraphed  to  Sherman  on 
November  2d,  1864:  *'  I  say  go  on,  then,  as  you  propose.'^  Being 
authorized  to  act,  Sherman  wrote  to  Thomas,  speaking  of  the 
march:  ^^  I  want  all  things  bent  to  the  plan.  I  purpose  to 
demonstrate  the  vulnerability  of  the  South,  and  make  its  inhabi- 
tants feel  that  tear  and  individual  ruin  are  synonymous  terfns^ 
And  again,  to  Thomas:  '*  The  only  hope  of  u southern  success  is 
in  the  remote  regions,  difficult  of  access.  We  have  now  a  good 
entering  wedge,  and  should  drive  it  home.    We  must  preserve  a 
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large  amount  of  secrecy,  and  I  may  actually  change  the  ultimate 
point  of  arrival,  but  not  the  main  object."  StiU  again  to 
ThoiUiLs:  "Let  us  keep  Beauregard  busy,  and  the  people  of  the 
South  will  realize  his  inability  to  protect  them."  Beauregard 
was  kept  busy — very  busy.  Eo,  like  Hood,  and  all  the  rest  of 
the  Confederates  there,  had,  in  fact,  been  having  a  busy  time  of 
it  for  many  mouths,  opposing  soldiers  like  Thomas,  Scho6eld, 
Logan,  Howard,  Hooker,  McPlierson,  Dodge,  Blair,  Morgiin  L. 
Smith,  Cox,  Gresham,  and  others  of  the  great  fighting  heroes  of 
the  Atlanta  campaign. 

To  Stanton,  Sherman  now  wrote:  "  I  will  wait  a  few  days  yet 
to  see  what  head  he  (Rood)  makes  about  Decatur,  and  may  yet 
turn  to  Teniiossee,  but  it  would  be  a  great  pity  to  take  a  step 
backward."  On  tlie  same  day,  learning  more  of  Hood's  starting 
north,  he  telegraphed  again  to  Washington:  "  I  am  pushing  my 
preparations  to  march  through  Georgia."  He  had  telegraphed  to 
Thomas  that  "things  must  be  bent  to  his  plan,"  and  they  were 
bent.  Message!  were  sent  in  every  direction  to  urge  haste  in 
getting  the  trains  and  the  sick  to  the  rear;  no  neglect,  no  delay 
of  any  kind,  would  be  brooked  for  a.  moment.  Even  apparent 
delays,  and  the  temper  of  the  commander  Sew  to  a  white  heat, 
uo  matter  who  might  be  at  fanlt.  Certain  condemned  horses  and 
cavalry  trains  had  been  ordered  sent  back.  Somebody  hod 
blundered,  or  not  been  prompt.  "  I  gave  ten  days'  notice," 
exclaims  the  general,  in  a  furious  telegram  to  the  chief  of  cav- 
alry, ■■  and  I  want  to  know  who  is  responsible  for  this  outrageous 
deliuiiiiency'::'  1  hope  all  will  be  killed  or  captured.  Be  ready 
for  tilt;  siuliilc  at  an  hour's  notice."  Here  13  the  laconic  order 
for  th''  liual  dt.-^t ruction  of  Atlanta: 

"  Voii  m.Ly  c'>Tiiiu"ti:e  the  work  uf  d<^itractioD  at  once,  but  don't  UM 
fire  until  toiv;iiJi  tlie  l*st  moment. 

"  Shxskak." 

In  burning  At  ianta,  he  yiaa  jhjhliivj  the  Itebels,  not  conciliating 
them.  Oi  course,  a  roar  followed  nil  over  the  South,  finding  a 
little  echo,  evi'ii  in  the  North.  It  did  not  disturb  him.  "  If 
my  reasons,''  \k  wrote  to  Washington,  "  are  satisfactory  to  tho 
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United  States,  it  makes  no  difference  whether  it  pleases  Qen. 
Hood  and  his  people  or  not/*  He  was  now  ready  for  the  start. 
Jefferson  Davis  was  apparently  doing  his  best  to  aid  him  on  his 
way.  Cotton  was  no  longer  to  be  ^'king  **  in  the  South.  Jeflfor- 
son  Davis  had  said  it.  '*'  Corn  '*  must  grow  on  every  field.  It 
must  have  been  with  a  grim  smile  that  Sherman  wrote  to  Secre- 
tary Stanton:  ''  Convey  to  Jefferson  Davis  my  personal  and  offi- 
cial thanks  for  abolishing  cotton,  and  substituting  com  and 
sweet  potatoes  in  the  South.  These  facilitate  our  military  plans 
much,  for  food  and  forage  are  abundant.** 

Just  then  came  the  news  of  Sheridan's  victory  in  the  East. 
Sherman  had  been  killing  men  all  summer,  and  he  liked  to  see 
war  of  just  the  killing  kind,  the  more  desperate  the  better,  and 
the  sooner  ended.  The  kindest  hearted  man  in  the  world,  he 
still  liked  Sheridan^s  way.  ^*  I  am  satisfied,**  he  wrote  the  latter, 
just  before  leaving  Atlanta,  ''and  have  been  all  the  time,  that  the 
problem  of  this  war  consists  in  the  awful  fact  that  the  present 
class  of  men  who  rule  the  South  must  be  killed  outright,  rather 
than  in  the  conquest  of  territory.  Hard  bulldog  fighting,  and  a 
great  deal  of  it,  remains  yet  to  be  done.**  Sheridan  was  one  of  the 
men  he  believed  capable  of  doing  it.  The  South  had  thrown 
down  the  de<)perate  gage  of  battle.  It  was  kill  or  get  killed^  and 
while  Sherman,  as  his  course  always  proved,  pitied  the  South 
and  would  have  given  his  life  for  honorable  peace,  nothing  to  his 
mind  could  bring  that  peace  so  quick  as  fighting  in  dead  earnest; 
peace  restored,  no  man  in  all  America  so  prompt  to  offer  the 
hand  of  reconciliation. 

Sherman*s  first  thought,  after  Atlanta  had  been  taken,  was  to 
march  on  Augusta,  connecting  with  the  coast  by  the  Savannah 
river.  '*If  you  can  manage,**  he  writes  to  Orant,  on  September 
10th,  ''to  take  the  Savannah  river  as  high  as  Augusta,  or  the 
Chattahoochee  as  far  up  as  Columbus,  I  can  sweep  the  whole 
state  of  Georgia.*' 

In  fact,  three  routes  seaward  had  l)een  considered  by  Sherman: 
the  line  direct  south,  striking  the  sea  at  Appalachicola;  the  line 
to  Augusta,  and  the  middle,  or  southeast  one  to  Savannah. 
Events  proved  the  la<t  the  l>est  in  many  senses;  that  route  fol- 
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lowed,  Lee's  army  could  be  hart  the  quickest,  and  it  was  Lee's 
army  now,  not  Hood's,  that  Sherman  was  etrikiog  at.  It  wus 
also  time  to  choose.  The  whole  Confederacy  was  waking  to  the 
danger  of  leaving  him  longer  at  Atlanta.  The  time  had  come, 
possibly,  to  drive  him  to  death.  Davis  said  it  had  come.  Hood 
was  reaching  his  lines  o£  communication,  and  quietly  putting  an 
army  between  him  and  the  North.  Grant  telegraphed  Sherman 
on  the  27th  September,  that  an  awful  effort  was  being  made  to 
crush  him  at  Atlanta.  Three  courses  were  open  to  him;  to 
remain  at  Atlanta,  and  risk  losing  his  supply  lines;  to  turn  back 
and  follow  Hood's  army  northwards;  or  to  cut  loose,  march  south, 
and  destroy  Lee's  chances  from  his  far  rear.  He  had  already 
determined,  however,  not  to  fight  the  old  ground  over  again — to 
take  no  step  backward,  but  leave  Hood  and  his  northern  inva- 
sion to  the  competent  hands  of  Oen.  Thomas. 

The  gigantic  labor  of  supplying  large  armies  from  distant 
points  can  scarcely  be  realized.  To  feed  Sherman's  army  about 
Chattanooga,  from  its  supply  base  at  Nashville,  had  required  the 
labor  of  thousands  of  men  and  teams,  and  the  ase  of  one  bun- 
dred  and  forty-live  railway  cars  daily.  That  meant  the  use  of  a 
hundred  locomotives  and  a  thousand  railway  cars.  The  risk  to 
supplies,  with  thousands  of  well-led  hostile  cavalry  in  the  rear. 
was  too  serious  to  contemplate.  A  move  somewhere  from 
Atlanta  was  rapidly  becoming  not  only  the  best  thing  to  do, 
but  a  necessity,  if  the  fruits  of  the  last  campaign  were  not  to  be 
lost. 

The  reveille  beat  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  November 
15tb,  1864,  and  waked  the  sleeping  soldieni  about  Atlanta  to 
break  camp  and  ^tart,  many  of  them,  on  their  last  campaign. 
Daylight  saw  sixty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  four  men, 
with  sixty-five  ranuon,  moving  in  separate,  but  nearly  parallel, 
columns  scawiini.  The  orders  had  been  carefully  given;  every 
officer,  every  soldii-r,  knew  his  place,  and  something  in  the  very 
air  told  tbom  tlii-y  werestartingon  a  march  that  would  end  with 
the  closing  of  tin-  war.  Sixty-two  thousand  men  was  no  small 
army  to  cut  loose  from  a  base  and  enter  the  lines  of  a  hostile 
country,  with  no  foothold  but  the  ocean  beyond.     The  last  mile 
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of  thp  railroad  behind  had  been  destroyed;  the  last  message,  a 
good-bye  and  an  ^'all  right,**  had  been  telegraphed  back  to 
Thomas;  the  wires  were  cut,  the  last  link  lost  commanicating 
with  the  North. 

Passing  the  city  in  flames  and  rain,  Sherman  rode  forward, 
joined  one  of  his  columns,  and  the  ^^March  to  the  Sea**  had  begun. 

Three  hundred  miles  southeast  lay  Savannah  and  the  ocean. 
Toward  this  point  all  columns  were  headed,  though  greatly 
diverging  at  times,  threatening  important  positions,  like  Macon 
and  Augusta,  right  and  left,  and,  by  mysterious  movements  on 
the  flanks,  leading  the  enemy  at  the  front  to  concentrate  to-day 
in  one  place  and  to-morrow  forty  miles  away. 

Two  great  wings,  almost  equally  divided  as  to  numbers,  formed 
the  marching  army.  The  right  was  led  by  Maj.-Gbn.  Howard  i 
and  Maj.-Gen.  Slocum  commanded  the  left,  with  soldiers  such 
as  Blair,  Davis,  Williams  and  Osterhaus,*  directing  army 
corps,  and  veterans  like  Corse,  Geary,  Force,  Ward.,  Mower, 
Morgan,  Woods,  Hazen,  Smith,  Leggett,  Baird  and  Carlin, 
leading  divisions,  fighting  men,  every  one  of  them,  and 
the  soldiers  were  veterans,  hardened  by  scores  of  battles. 

Sherman's  cavalry,  kept  under  his  personal  direction,  was  com- 
manded by  Kilpatrick — but  in  numbers,  it  was  inferior  to  the 
cavalry  of  Wheeler  in  his  front,  and  hanging  on  his  flanks.  The 
enemy  possessed  strong  garrisons  all  along  the  seacoast  and  in 
the  interior  towns.  Columns  from  these  were  liable  to  be  con- 
centrated and  thrown  in  front  of  Sherman  at  any  hour;  troops 
from  Virginia,  even,  might  be  hastening,  by  train,  to  stop  the 
invaders*  way.  If  there  had  been  audacity  in  conceiving  the 
movement,  and  entering  on  the  march,  the  utmost  caution  and 
vigilance  were  necessary  to  prevent  surprise,  detection  of  routes 
and  concentrating  of  hostile  forces  at  unexpected  places,  and  at 
unexpected  times.  Possibl}'  for  safety,  the  cavalry  force  seemed 
inadequate,  but  the  weakness  was  maile  up  by  a  force  never 
before  known  in  war — the  mounted   *'  foragers.""     Every   twen- 

•Maj.-Gen.  G.  .M.  l)o<!j^,  <N>minarnler  of  tho  Sixteenth  iirin>r  cor|M,  who 
hadplayeil  80  iini>(>rt.int  a  roltMn  the  battles  of  Athintii,  helping  t*)  make 
the  march  to  tho  sea  a  pos^ibiUty,  waA  wounded,  anil  home  on  l«\ive  of 
absence.    Logman  also  was  absent  on  leave. 
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ieth  man  in  the  army  was  regularly  detailed  to  scour  the  coun- 
ry  right  and  left,  and  sometimes  front,  for  food  and  forage.  In 
hree  days'  time  the  greater  number  of  these  foragers  had 
nounted  themselves  on  some  species  of  horse  or  mule, 
ind  the  '^  foragers'*  became  a  sort  of  irregular,  or  partisan 
cavalry—flying  hither  and  thither,  at  all  times,  and  in 
ill  places.  They  confiscated  horses,  mules,  cattle,  pigs, 
iheep,  poultry,  grain,  fodder,  potatoes  and  meat  in  such 
.'uormous  quantities  as  to  supply  the  whole  army.  Only 
)Ccasionally  were  the  regular  rations  in  the  supply  trains  touched 
it  all.  The  army  was  living  completely  off  the  country.  The 
:orn  Jefferson  Davis  had  ordered  planted  in  the  cotton-fields  was 
feeding  Sherman's  soldiers.  The  ''  foragers"  were  becoming  the 
listoric  personages  of  the  campaign.  They  were  men  accus- 
x)med  to  danger,  to  improvising  defenses,  to  fighting  on  foot  or 
mounted,  to  ambuscades  and  open  fields;  soldiers  of  infinite 
resource,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  cavalry  in  existence  could 
[lave  been  half  so  useful  to  the  army  as  Sherman's  mounted  ^*  for- 

irs."  Their  irregularities,  and  they  were  not  great,  for  disci- 
pline met  them  when  they  came  to  camp,  were  overlooked  in 
the  good  that  they  accomplished. 

At  times  on  the  march,  the  whole  army  concentrated,  as  at 
Bfilledgeville,  Millen,  and  at  the  approaches  to  Savannah,  and 
liverged,  or  else  marched  in  parallel  lines,  seldom  more  than 
twenty  miles  from  flank  to  flank,  keeping  to  the  right  and  to  the 
[eft  of  them,  as  protectors,  the  Savannah  and  the  Ogeechee 
rivers,  leading  seaward.  Sometimes  the  columns,  as  at  Duncan *s 
Earm  by  Macon,  met  the  enemy,  and  with  a  sharp  battle  hurled 
them  back;  or,  as  at  the  crossing  of  Briar  River,  where  the 
[cavalry  met  in  severe  engagement,  fighting  for  a  bridge,  or  when 
the  advance  ran  on  to  the  hidden  intrenchments  in  the  swamps 
Dutside  Savannah.  Unexpectedly,  however,  there  was  little 
Rghtin^  on  the  march;  but  fighting,  of  a  desperate  kind,  too, 
might  still  occur  at  any  moment.  Once,  the  enemy^s  wires  were 
tapp«Hl.  and  a  dispatch  captured  saying  that  Bragg,  with  ten 
thousand  men  and  part  of  Wade  Hampton^s  cavalry,  was  leaving 
Augusta  for  Sherman's  rear  that  very  night.    Day  after  day  the 
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inyading  army  tramped  along  through  the  unknown  country, 
their  very  whereabouts  a  mystery  to  the  waiting  North,  whose 
anxiety,  fed  by  false  reports  from  Richmond,  became  intenser 
every  hour. 

For  twenty  days  the  columns  swung  along  with  a  steady  step, 
and  then,  in  the  distance,  they  beheld  the  sea.  The  swamps,  the 
woods,  the  intrenchments  and  the  well-manned  forts  guarding 
the  city  of  Savannah  had  been  reached.  Sherman's  eyes  strained 
for  the  white  sails  of  the  friendly  fleet.  They  were  not  to  be  seen. 
Uis  army  lapped  almost  around  the  city,  but  there  was  no  possi- 
bility of  reaching  the  seaside  or  the  union  ships.  On  his  left, 
lay  the  swamps,  the  forts,  and  a  rebel  army;  on  his  right,  bris- 
tling with  heavy  guns,  and  armed  with  heroic  men,  frowned  Fort 
McAllister.  That  captured,  communication  with  the  fleet  were 
possible.  Different  troops  begged  the  privilege  to  assault  Just 
before  sundown  of  December  13th,  a  division  of  blue  coats  under 
Maj.  Oen.  Hazen,  appeared  from  the  thick  wood  skirting  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  fort.  From  the  top  of  a  rice  mill  across  the 
river,  Sherman,  glass  in  hand,  was  watching  the  movement.  In 
front  of  these  men  whose  guns  glistened  in  the  slanting  rays  of  the 
setting  sun,  stood  a  strong  fort  armed  with  heavy  guns,  pro- 
tected by  a  deep  ditch,  by  continuous  palisades  and  abatis,  and 
by  veteran  soldiers. 

Sherman  looked  at  the  setting  sun  and  feared  the  approach  of 
night.  ''Signal  Hazen  to  assault  at  once,''  he  ordered.  The 
little  signal  flag  at  his  side  fluttered  a  little,  and  was  answered  by 
Hazen's  whole  line  advancing  to  the  palisades.  That  moment 
the  fort  belched  forth  its  artillery.  Steadily  the  line  advanced, 
spite  of  hidden  torpedoes  exploding  under  their  feet,  spite  of  the 
musketry  and  shells  from  the  fort,  and  in  a  few  moments  entered 
the  cloud  of  smoke  made  by  the  battle.  For  a  minute,  only  the 
rattle  of  musketry  was  heard;  all  was  darkness  there,  and  then 
the  cloud-vail  lifted,  revealing  the  Stars  and  Stripes  planted  on 
the  fort.  In  fifteen  minutes.  Fort  McAllister  had  been  taken 
by  assault.  Such  quick  work  had  hardly  been  done  in  the  war. 
That  night  communication  was  established  with  the  fleet,  and 
Sherman  slept  in  Fort  McAllister  alongside  the  dying  and  the 
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dead.  The  second  step  of  the  march  to  the  sea  was  finished,  and 
from  the  whole  North  went  up  a  prayer  of  thankfulness.  The 
end  of  the  war  was  now  in  sight.  The  resources  of  the  South 
were  gone;  Lee^s  lines  of  supply  were  cut  in  two,  and  the  confi- 
dence of  the  South  in  her  leaders  was  turning  into  hate.  For  Sher- 
man to  serve  South  Carolina  as  he  had  served  Georgia,  to  march 
his  army  to  the  Roanoke,  demolishing  Charleston  and  Columbia 
on  the  way,  would  be  to  end  the  war.  In  a  sense,  Richmond 
was  already  taken  by  a  force  500  miles  away.  Qen,  Lee  saw 
what  Sherman^s  movements  were  resulting  in.  ^^It  was  easy  to 
see,^'  he  writes  in  a  private  letter  three  years  later: 

"  Warm  Springs,  Va.,  July  27, 1868. 
"Gbkbral  Wm.  S.  Smith: 

"As  regards  the  movements  of  Gen.  Sherman,  it  was  easy  to  see  that 
unless  they  were  interrupted,  I  should  be  compelled  to  abandon  the  defense 
of  Richmond,  and  with  a  view  of  arresting  his  progress,  I  so  weakened 
my  force  by  sending  re-enforcements  to  South  and  North  Corolina  tiiat  I 
had  not  sufficient  men  to  man  my  lines. 

"  Had  they  not  been  broken,  I  should  have  abandoned  them  as  soon  as 
Gen.  Sherman  reached  the  Roanoke. 

*•  (Signed)  R.  E.  Lee." 

Sherman  did  reach  the  Roanoke  or  its  neighborhood,  and 
was  but  eighteen  miles  away  when  the  evacuation  of  Richmond 
began. 

If  the  hopes  of  the  South  failed  when  Sherman  reached 
Savannah,  the  spirits  of  the  North  were  correspondingly  buoyant. 
Grant  himself,  so  reticent  usually,  hastened  to  lay  a  tribute  at 
the  feet  of  his  friend: 

'*  I  never  had  a  doubt  of  the  result  when  apprehensions  for  your  safety 
were  expressed  by  the  President.  I  assured  him  that  with  the  army  you 
had,  and  you  in  command  of  it,  there  was  no  danger,  but  yoa  would 
strike  bottom  on  salt  water  some  place;  that  I  would  not  feel  the  same 
security— in  fact,  would  not  have  intrusted  the  expedition  to  any  other 
living  commander.  I  congratulate  you  and  your  army  upon  the  splendid 
results  of  your  campaign,  the  like  of  which  is  not  read  of  in  past  history." 

Now,  more  than  ever,  Sherman  and  his  army  felt  they  were 
striking  Lee's  army  from  behind.    Hood  was  no  longer  a  factor 
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in  the  game,  and  the  force  between  Shermui  uai  the  Roanoke 
rirer  waa  not  a  force  to  fear.  It  waa  Lee,  Sherman  waa  thinkinR 
of  only.  To  Halleck,  he  wrote  on  the  24th  of  December:  '■'  I 
think  my  campaign  of  the  last  month,  as  well  as  erery  step  I 
take  from  this  point  north,  is  as  much  a  direct  attack  upon  Lee's 
army  as  tboueh  I  were  operating  within  the  sound  of  his  artil- 
lery;" and  to  Qront,  three  days  before  Christmas  he  wrote:  "  I 
hare  now  completed  my  first  step,  and  should  like  to  join  you 
i>ia  Colombia  and  Raleigh.  If  you  can  hold  Lee,  and  if  Thomas 
can  continue  aa  he  did  on  the  18th  (referring  to  his  battle  of  Nash- 
rille)  I  could  go  on  and  smash  South  Carolina  all  to  pieces,  and 
break  up  roads  as  far  as  the  Roanoke."  Qrant  did  hold  Lee,  and 
Thomas  did  do  as  well  as  on  the  18th,  and  Sherman  did  smash 
things  all  to  pieces  in  South  Carolina.  He  went  to  the  Roan- 
oke and  Lee  went  from  Richmond. 

The  war  was  done,  and  Sherman's  rictorions  soldiers  tramped 
OB  another  400  miles  to  Washington.  The  fighting  had  com- 
menced on  the  Tennessee  river,  the  marching  ended  oo  Pennsyl- 
rania  avenue,  and  whole  divisions  of  the  soldiers  who  saluted 
the  President  that  afternoon  of  the  grand  review,  had  marched 
with  their  rifles  on  their  shoulders  a  distance  of  almost  3,000 
miles. 

Iowa's  part  in  the  grand  march  to  the  sea,  in  its  adventures, 
in  its  skirmishes,  and  in  its  occasional  fighting,  hod  been 
prominent  and  honorable.  The  Iowa  soldiers  there  were  mostly 
Teterans  of  many  marches  and  of  many  battles.  To  them,  the 
campaign  was  one  grand  holiday.  The  weather  was  good,  rations, 
l^  foraging,  were  abundant,  and  the  stimulus  was  theirs  of  a 
great  excitement — a  marching  to  new  victories,  and,  in  a  sense, 
to  new  discoveries.  The  far  interior  of  Georgia  was  like  a 
waled  book  to  many  of  them,  and  they  were  about  to  open  it 
with  their  swords. 

Fortunatvly  for  all  concerned,  there  was  but  little  hard  fight- 
ing on  the  way.  The  boldness  of  the  movement  paralyzed  the 
enemy,  and  Shornian's  cohinins  marched  along  as  thi-y  eliose. 
The  opposition  thf  ^outh  sM-mtnl  capable  of  making  at  river 
crossings  and  other  [Miintii  of  vantage  was  trivial  in  the  eyes  uf 
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Sherman's  soldiers.  The  experiences  of  all  the  Iowa  regunenti 
were  much  the  same — ^to-day  in  the  yangoard,  tramping  and  akizw 
mishing  along — to-morrow  at  the. rear,  looking  after  the  trains 
and  the  stragglers,  of  which  there  were  few,  and  warding  off  the 
almost  impotent  blows  of  some  stray  sqnadron  of  rebel  caTaliy. 

When  Sherman's  right  wing  swnng  off  to  Macon  and  fooght 
the  little  battle  of  Doncan^s  Farm^  some  of  the  Iowa  soldiers 
were  there  as  supports  to  Eilpatrick^s  cavalry.  When  tlie 
troops  were  tearing  up  the  railroad,  Qen.  C.  BL  Woodfl*s  division, 
containing,  among  other  troops,  the  Fourth,  Sixth,  Ninth, 
1  nty-fifth,  Twenty-eixth,  Thirtieth  and  Thirlfy-Ant  Iowa, 
placed  as  a  rear  guard.  On  the  SSd  of  November,  a  rebel 
division  came  out  of  Macon  and  attacked  a  part  of  Woods's 
troops,  led  by  Col.  Walcutt.  A  severe  little  battle  ensued  and 
the  Rebels  were  beaten.  Many  of  the  rebel  soldiers  conatttatang 
this  attack,  were  students  in  a  Macon  college — young  boys,  sons 
the  aristocratic  families  of  Georgia  and  the  South,  who  had 
b  1  sent  to  that  quiet  interior  town  to  be  far  from  the  dangeia 
of      I.    In  an  unexpected  moment,  war  was  on  them.    Thqr 

re  pressed  into  the  service,  and  in  the  attack  on  Woods^ 
division  many  of  them  were  slain. 

Brave  Gtea.  Corse  of  Iowa,  of  Chattanooga  and  Allatoona  fame, 
led  a  division  in  the  marching  army,  and  his  boys,  among  them 
the  Second,  Seventh  and  Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  achieved  no  litUa 
distinction  for  their  rapidity  in  destroying  the  enemy's  railroads. 
Gen.  Elliott  W.  Rice  also  led  a  brigade  in  the  victoriously  march- 
ing army,  where  the  soldiers  tramped  their  fifteen  and  twenty 
miles  a  day  as  lightly  as  on  some  promenade.  The  famous 
Crocker  brigade  under  QtetL  Belknap,  was  there  too,  and  on 
reaching  Savannah  was  the  first  to  strike  and  destroy  the  rail- 
road running  to  Charleston.  Three  miles  back  of  Savannah 
the  brigade  was  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artilleiy,  but  by  wading 
through  a  swamp  and  advancing  on  the  enemy,  Belknap's  men 
soon  silenced  the  skirmishers  and  the  batteries  that  had  been 
doing  no  little  harm.  One  company  of  the  Fifty-third  niinoiB, 
in  the  Fourth  division,  lost  11  men  in  killed  and  wounded  1^  tha 
explosion  of  a  single  shell  from  these  same  batteries. 
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In  two  or  three  days  the  brigade  found  itself  in  a  position  pro- 
tecting a  road  at  the  left  of  the  Seventeenth  corps,  with  a  strong 
eleven-gun  fort  in  front  of  it.  Here  the  Fifteenth  Iowa  acted 
as  advance  skirmishers,  and,  under  a  severe  fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry,  the  brigade  drove  the  Rebels  back  and  beyond  a  pond 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  fort.  Arrangements  were 
made  to  pass  through  the  pond,  and  the  order  was  given  to 
assault  the  works  on  the  morrow.  The  first  advance  of  the 
skirmish-line  on  the  25th  revealed  the  enemy  gone,  when  the 
fort  and  its  cannon  fell  into  union  hands. 

The  Ninth  Iowa  had  broken  the  last  rail  at  Atlanta  connect- 
ing Sherman's  army  with  the  North,  and  the  Sixteenth  Iowa 
was  about  the  very  first  to  strike  the  works  of  the  enemy  at 
Savannah  by  the  sea.  The  Seventh  Iowa,  the  Tenth,  Fifteenth 
and  Thirty-first,  had  all  been  slightly  engaged  in  skirmishes  by 
the  way,  and  when  Gen.  Hazen^s  division  assaulted  and  took 
Fort  McAllister,  the  Tenth  Iowa  held  and  defended  the  road 
over  which  the  enemy  had  hoped  to  get  re-enforcements  into  the 
fort.  All  the  Iowa  regiments  that  had  participated  in  the 
march,  also  engaged  in  the  short  siege  of  the  city,  and  when 
Savannah  fell,  they  marched  on  that  more  arduous  campaign 
with  Sherman  through  the  Carolinas.^ 

*Durinigr  the  man*h,  and  for  many  lonflr  months  previoos,  the  writer  had 
been  a -prisoner  at  Cohimbia,  South  Carolina.  The  fining  of  any  news  as 
to  Sherman *8  army  marching  throufrh  the  interior  of  the  South  waa  most 
difficult.  Newspaperd  were  not  allowed  in  camp.  The  prisoners  all  knew 
from  rumor,  however,  and  from  the  excited  condition  of  the  guards  abo  ut 
the  pnson.  that*'grvat  things*'  w(Te  going  on  outside.  A  friendly  negro 
who  was  allowed  entrance  to  the  prison  camp  wat  finally  persuaded  to  secrete 
the  morning  newsp^iper  in  a  loaf  of  bread  which  he  was  permitted  to  sell  to 
one  or  two  of  the  prisoners.  Hungry  as  my  little  mess  always  were,  the 
newspaper  was  more  welcomed  than  the  loaf  of  bread.  It  was  always  read 
to  our  little  coterie  in  secret,  and  then  destroyed.  Tliere  was  no  ditliculty  in 
gathering  fp)m  its  troubled  columns  that  Sherman's  army  was  hitting  the 
Rebels  to  the  very  h»»art.  One  chilly  night,  wiiile  tramping  up  and  down 
the  prison  pfn,  tden*  suggested  thein»«»Tve3  to  the  writer,  the  w<)rds  of  the 
lyric  poem  of  Sii«»rman*s  Al.irch  to  th»j  S«;a.  They  were  adapt*'d  to  mu.**ic  by 
a  fellow  prisoner,  and  sung  daily  by  the  prison  gh^i  club,  along  with  the 
**  Bonnie  Blue  Flat:,"  *'  Yanke-.*  L)i.)odle,"  et*^!;  the  singing  of  Southern  songs 
being  impo-^ed  as  a  condition  in  gnuiting  p«;nui3sion  to  sing  tlieotln-r-*.  We 
didn't  mind  it,  thou^^h.  Keln'!  songs  were  bettor  than  no  songs  in  such  a 
place.  One  day  an  Iowa  otliier,  Lieut.  Tower  of  Ottuinwa,  who  wore  a 
wooden  l»'g  in  plac»»  of  th;*  bt"tter  one  lost  in  batth*,  was  exchang»*d.  hi  the 
hollow  of  that  artitiiial  linil»  he  bon*  many  secret  missives  North  from  his 
comrades  in  prison,  and  among  the  papers  was  the  **  March  to  the  Sea.**     In 
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and  public  placet  north,  the  lines  aftteined  to  an  nneipeoted  approba- 
«u».  ^t  the  lyric  ffave  its  name  to  the  pidtaieeqae  oampaign  it  cdeGntei» 
md  as  it  is  the  pioaactionof  an  Iowa  toloier,  it  teema  appropnate  to  lepont 
t  in  a  book  about  Iowa  men: 

8HEBM AR'S  MABOH  10  THB  8BA. 

Our  camp  firet  •hooebriffat  on  the  monntaina 

That  frowned  on  the  nver  below, 
While  we  stood  bj  oar  sons  in  the  moning 

And  ea^^erij  watdied  xor  the  foe— 
When  a  nder  came  out  from  the  darimesB 

That  hunff  oifer  moontain  and  tree. 
And  shouted,  "  Bots  np  and  be  readj, 

For  Shemian  will  march  to  the  sea.** 

Then  cheer  npon  cheer  lor  Md  Sherman 

Went  np  mm  each  valley  and  |(len. 
And  the  bugles  re-echoed  the  music 

That  came  from  the  lips  oi  the  men. 
For  we  knew  thftt  the  stars  in  oar  baiuer 

More  bright  in  their  splendor  wodd  be. 
And  that  blessings  from  M  orthland  wodd  greet  «s 

When  Sherman  marched  down  to  the 


Then  forward,  bojs,  forward  to  battlsb 

We  marched  on  onr  wearisome  wajr» 
And  we  stormed  the  wild  hiDs  of  Reese 

God  bless  those  who  M  on  that  daj. 
Then  Kenesaw,  dark  in  its  gloty. 

Frowned  down  on  the  flag  of  the  fres^ 
But  the  Bast  and  the  Westbore  onr  standards. 

And  Sherman  marched  on  to  the  sea. 

Still  onward  we  presied,  till  oar  banners 

Swept  out  from  Atlanta's  grim  walls 
And  the  blood  of  the  patriot  dampened 

The  soil  where  the  traitor  flag  fiiUs: 
Tet  we  paused  not  to  weep  f^the  fiulen. 

Who  slept  by  each  rifer  and  tree; 
But  we  twined  tbem  a  wreath  of  the  laurel 

As  Sherman  marched  down  to  the  sea. 

Olproud  was  oar  army  that  morning 

That  stood  where  the  pine  darkfy  towers. 
When  Sherman  said:    ^  Boys,  yoa  are  weaiy. 

This  day  fair  Savannah  ii  oois.** 
Then  sang  we  a  sonfl[  for  onr  <Ai^i*^ii 

That  echoed  o*er  ixver  and  lea. 
And  the  stars  in  onr  banner  shone  brighter 

When  Sherman  marched  down  to  the  ssa. 


CHAPTER  XXVIIL 

HOOD'S  INVA8I0N-0CT0BER-DECEMBEB,  1864. 

ALL/ITOONA,  TILTON,  RESACA,  FRANKLIN,  AND  THE  BATTLE 

OF  NASHVILLE. 

Onb  of  the  most  desperately  contested  conflicts  of  the  whole 
war,  or  of  any  war,  took  place  at  Allatoona,  October  Sth,  1864. 

When  Atlanta  fell  and  Sherman  proposed  marching  seaward, 
the  Rebels  under  Hood  resolved  on  an  invasion  of  Tennessee. 
Jefferson  Davis,  the  President  of  the  Confederacy,  came  to  the 
Southwest  and  in  a  public  speech  at  Palmetto,  Georgia,  heralded 
to  the  world  that  GFen.  Hood  was  about  to  do  some  great  thing. 
How  great,  language  almost  failed  the  President  to  describe.  It 
soon  became  a  matter  of  belief  among  the  southern  soldiers, 
however,  that  Hood  was  to  lead  them  to  the  &ir  fields  and  the 
rich  granaries  of  the  North. 

By  the  27th  of  September,  1864,  the  rebel  army,  40,000  strong, 
had  passed  Sherman^s  flank  and  was  marching  for  his  railroads 
in  the  rear.  It  was  also  marching  for  something  else,  farther 
north.  Forrest,  with  some  8,000  cavalry,  was  already  on  a  grand 
raid  in  middle  Tennessee,  doing  much  harm.  There  was  nothing 
left  for  Sherman  to  do  but  to  about-face  and  follow  Hood,  drive 
him  away  from  the  railroad,  the  federal  line  of  communication, 
and,  if  possible,  overtake  him  and  give  him  battle. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  Sherman  was  at  Kenesaw,  and  from 

its  heights  saw  the  smoke  and  flame  indicating  the  destruction 

of  his  railroads  for  many  miles  rearward.    Near  here,  too,  he 

had  learned  that  the  fort  of  Allatoona,  held  by  a  small  brigade 

under  Col.  Tourtelotte,  was  about  to  be  attacked  by  4,000  or  5,000 

troops  led  by  the  rebel  general  French. 

Slierman  had  on  the  day  previous  signaled  across  the  hill  tops 

(351) 
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id  OTer  the  heads  of  the  enemy  to  Qen.  J.  M.  Oorae  at  Rome, 
»  hurry  across  to  the  help  of  Allatoona.  By  the  most  remark- 
le  energy,  Corse  reached  Allatoona  at  1  a.  m.  of  the  5th  of 
ctober,  just  as  French  was  about  to  move  on  the  works.  Alla- 
K>na  consisted  of  two  redoubts,  close  together,  on  opposite 
>f  the  deep  railroad  cut.  These  guarded  the  roadt  and  the 
warehouses  filled  with  army  rations.  Corse  being  the  senior 
Kcer,  took  command,  flis  whole  force  for  defense  numbered 
it  1,944  officers  and  men. 

Among  these  defenders  of  Allatoona  were  eight  companies, 
me  284  men,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  under  Lt.-GoL  James 

ield.  These  Iowa  companies,  with  others  of  Bowett's  brigade, 
'ere  a  part  of  the  force  Corse  had  in  the  night  brought  with  him 
om  Borne. 

Skirmishing  outside  the  forts,  in  different  directions,  had  eom- 
enced  long  before  daylight.  Then  came  a  litUe  pause,  when 
ie  rebel  commander  sent  Corse  an  insolent  demand  for  his  sur- 
tnder  within  five  minutes,  intimating  that  unless  he  did  snr- 
inder  at  once,  no  mercy  would  be  shown  were  the  place  taken 
f  assault.  Corse  instantly  replied,  inviting  the  Rebels  to  take 
le  forts  if  they  could. 

The  little  force  had  already  been  distributed  in  and  about  the 
ro  forts  in  the  manner  best  suited  for  defense.  At  daylight 
le  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  and  the  Seventh  Illinois  were  in  battle 
ne  on  the  slope  outside  the  west  fort  some  distance,  and  facing 
St.  Others  held  the  fort  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  railroad 
it,  and  some  were  skirmishing  on  the  slope  east  of  the  east  fort. 
lose  together  as  the  two  forts  were,  the  cut  between  them  for 
le  railroad  was  a  hundred  feet  deep  and  the  light  foot  bridge 
rer  it,  connecting  the  two  redoubts,  was  soon  under  a  eon- 
mtrated  rebel  fire. 

By  9  o^clock  the  Rebels  had  Corse's  position  about  surrounded, 
ad  in  half  an  hour  the  battle  storm  broke  forth  in  a  tremendous 

it  on  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  and  the  Seventh  Blinois.    The 

Lebels  stormed  up  the  slope,  to  where  these  two  regiments  stood 

ith  terrible  determination,  but  by  heavy  volleys  were  stmek 

id  driven  back.    Again  they  charged  on  to  the  blaiing  line  of 
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musketry,  and  again  and  again.  The  Ninety-third  Illinois 
nished  to  the  assistance  of  the  two  regiments  so  nearly  over- 
whelmed, and  for  two  hours  the  fierce  battle  raged  there  out- 
side the  fort,  with  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  desperately  fighting. 
Then  fresh  troops  of  Rebels — a  whole  brigade,  dashed  on  to  front 
and  flank  of  the  devoted  line,  and  drove  it  back  toward  the  fort. 

The  companies  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  had  been  so  stationed 
across  the  Gartersville  road  as  to  form  a  semi-circle,  though 
their  positions  were  separated  by  deep  gullies  and  ravines.  Capt. 
Ghas.  A..  Cameron,  with  three  companies  only,  was  ordered  to 
hold  his  position  in  the  center  and  across  the  road  at  all  hazards. 
His  men  occupied  some  hastily  constructed  rifle  pits.  Charge 
after  charge  was  made  on  the  companies  at  the  right  and  left, 
till  at  last  they  are  driven  rearwards.  Then  with  a  concentrated 
force,  and  coming  with  a  yell,  the  Rebels  dashed  for  Cameron's 
position  on  the  road.  They  passed  over  the  rifle  pits  like  a  hur- 
ricane, and  turning  upon  the  men  there,  killed,  wounded  or  cap- 
tured all  but  nine.  The  color  guards  were  all  shot  down  or 
bayoneted  before  they  would  give  up  the  flag.  Color-Sergt. 
Armstrong  beat  the  Rebels  nearest  him  over  the  head  with  his 
flag-staff,  till  shot  down  and  captured.  Cameron,  with  his 
handful  of  men,  escaped  to  the  main  fort  to  join  the  remainder 
of  the  regiment  in  the  conflict  to  ensue  for  its  possession. 

^'Hadnot  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  fought  with  the  desperation  it 
did,**  says  Ocn.  Corse,  ^'I  never  would  have  been  able  to  get  a 
man  back  inside  the  redoubt,  as  it  was  their  hand  to  hand  conflict 
and  stubborn  stand  that  broke  the  enemy  to  that  extent  he  must 
stop  to  re-form,  before  undertaking  the  assault  on  the  fort." 

Under  cover  of  the  blow  given  the  enemy  by  this  desperate 
and  hand  to  hand  conflict,  what  remained  of  the  little  fighting 
band  fell  back  into  the  fort. 

It  was  now  eleven  o'clock,  and  "  the  fighting,"  says  Corse, 
^^  had  been  of  a  most  extraordinary  character."  For  two  hours 
and  a  half,  three  thin  regiments  attacked  in  throe  directions, 
had  held  nearly  a  whole  rebel  division  at  bay — not  only  hold 
them  at  bay,  but  had  inflict^^d  vory  lieavy  losd  on  them.  It 
had  been  done  at  a  terrible  sacrifice  to  the  brave  heroes  who  held 
I.  W.  T.— 23 
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le  line.  Col.  Redfield,  the  gallant  leader,  was  slain,  his  body 
erced  by  four  rifle  balls.  Dead  too,  were  Lieutenants  Olirer  C. 
^res,  Newton  P.  Wright  and  John  P.  Jones,  of  the  Thirty- 
nth  Iowa  and  many  brave  officers  and  men  of  the  Seventh  lUi- 
»is.  Many  of  the  brave  men  of  that  fiery  line  fell  in  death  as 
roes,  many  with  bitter  wounds.  "The  extraordinary  valor  of 
?  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  and  Seventh  lllinois^^  says  Corse,  "  saved 
us  Allatoonay 

The  breathing  spell  required  by  the  enemy  to  reorganize  his 
les  after  the  valorous  fight,  gave  Corse  a  little  time  to  fill  his 
Bnches  and  line  his  parapets  with  brave  men,  before  the  fort 
uld  be  assaulted.  Every  protected  spot,  every  hollow,  every 
lie  and  trench  at  some  distance  from  the  fort  was  filled  by 
ebels.  Every  tree,  every  log  and  every  stump  in  sight  hid  an 
lemy,  and  soon  a  constant,  withering  fire  was  poured  into  the 
rt  from  three  different  directions.  It  was  almost  impossible 
r  a  union  soldier  to  look  over  the  parapet  and  live.  The 
bches  were  raked  by  an  enfilading  fire,  and  the  little  fort  was 
ing  filled  with  the  dead  and  djring.    Once  an  assault  was  made 

the  fort  in  force,  but  the  well  manned  guns  of  Corse  poured 
it  such  loads  of  grape  and  canister  as  to  make  it  impossible  for 
column  to  approach  close  to  the  fort  and  live.  The  union  offi- 
rs,  brave  to  rashness,  urged  their  men  above  the  parapets,  and 
tting  the  example  themselves,  were  shot  down  in  their  tracks. 
Amidst  it  all,  Sherman,  away  off  on  Kenesaw  mountain,  know- 
g  that  the  battle  was  raging,  for  he  heard  the  cannon  and  saw 
le  smoke  of  conflict,  was  waiting  and  watching  in  extreme  sus- 
mse,  and  vainly  trying  to  catch  a  view  of  the  signal  flag  at 
llatoona.  '^  Once  the  tell  tale  flag,^*  says  Oen.  Sherman,  "  was 
en  through  an  embrasure."  It  was  only  a  faint  glimpse 
trough  the  smoke  of  battle,  but  at  last  were  read  the  signal 
ords, ''  Corse  is  here.'^    Quickly  was  signaled  back,  far  over  the 

ley,  the  tree  tops,  and  over  the  heads  of  the  assaulting  foe, 
Hold  the  fort,  for  I  am  coming."  * 
Already  troops  from  Kenesaw  were  hurrying  by  forced  march 

*Sberman*8  signal.  '*Hold  the  fort,  for  I  am  coming/*  save  origin  and 
tie,  later,  to  one  of  the  most  famoas  Ootpel  Hymns  of  the  EInglish  language. 
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from  Sherman  to  the  rescue,  and  the  little  band  fighting  inside 
the  fort,  though  their  leader  himself  was  shot  dowui  and  thongh 
their  comrades  by  scores  lay  about  them  dead  and  dying,  took 
cheer  and  held  the  works.  Fierce  and  murderous,  the  concen- 
trated fire  of  the  enemy  swept  round  the  fort,  but  the  men  held 
on,  fighting  and  firing  as  best  they  could.  Once  the  ammuni- 
tion for  the  artillery  gare  out,  when  a  brave  man  Tolunteered  to 
cross  the  cut  and  the  foot  bridge  under  a  heavy  fire  and  carry 
his  arms  full  of  ammunition  from  the  other  redoubt.  Once  the 
enemy  concentrated  behind  a  house  on  the  ridge  in  front. 
Before  a  cannon  in  the  fort  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  them, 
piles  of  dead  and  wounded  had  to  be  carried  away  from  behind 
an  embrasurci  when  the  grape  shot  and  the  balls  the  volunteer 
carried  over  the  cut,  were  hurled  into  the  enemy.  The  con- 
fusion following  among  the  Rebels  was  great,  and  the  men  in  the 
fort,  jumping  to  the  parapet,  so  filled  the  ridge  with  bullets  that 
the  enemy  failed  to  reorganize.  Their  line  weakened,  and  leav- 
ing their  dead  and  wounded,  they  shortly  fled  from  the  field. 
AUatoona  was  saved — saved  by  heroism. 

While  all  this  fighting  had  been  going  on,  in  and  around  the 
west  redoubt.  Col.  Tourtelotte  had  held  the  east  redoubt,  and  not 
only  repulsed  the  assailants,  but  had  brought  troops  across  the 
cut  under  a  concentrated  fire,  to  the  aid  of  Corse.  Both  Gten. 
Corse  and  Col.  Tourtelotte  were  badly  wounded.  Indeed,  almost 
everybody  there  seemed  to  bear  off  the  scars  of  that  hard  conflict. 

Out  of  the  284  men  engaged  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five,  or  nearly  three-fifths,  were  killed 
wounded  or  missing.  Out  of  10  officers  with  Redfield's  little 
command,  5  were  killed  and  2  wounded  and  captured,  leaving 
but  three  for  duty.  These  were  extraordinary  losses,  but  the 
sacrifice  of  Iowa  men  on  that  day  helped  to  make  the  name  of 
AUatoona  famous  in  the  annals  of  war;  while  with  its  glory 
will  be  connected  the  names  of  Redfield  and  Corse — ^represen- 
tative examples  of  the  valor  of  Iowa. 
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TILTON-OCTOBBR  13. 

11  determined  on  destroying  Gten.  Sherman's  commnnicar 
IS,  Hood  kept  a  part  of  his  forces  bnsy  attacking  the  union 
3k  houses  along  the  railroads,  and  the  little  bands  of  railroad 
ids,  wherever  he  could  find  theuL  The  desperate  aflfiur  of 
&toona  had  not  been  enough  for  him,  and  on  the  18th  of 
K>ber,  a  large  rebel  force  under  Gen.  Stewart  was  directed  to 
»ture,  if  possible,  the  block  house  at  Tilton. 
?he  place  was  defended  only  by  the  Serenteenth  Iowa  infan- 

under  Lt-Gol.  S.  M.  Archer.    He  placed  75  men  in  the 
house  and  left  the  remainder,  less  than  800,  to  defend  the 
;1      outside.    The  block  house  was  built  of  heavy  logs,  and 
lid  resist  musketry,  and  light,  but  not  heavy  artilleiy. 
Lt  daylight,  t!ie  pickets  were  fired  on,  and  slowly  fell  back  to 
trenches  and  block  house,  from  which  th^  kept  up  so  steady 
e  as  to  hold  the  Rebels  well  at  bay.    Before  noon,  a  sum- 
is  to  surrender  was  sent  in  by  fiag  of  truce,  coupled  with  the 
that  no  prisoner  would  be  taken  alive,  if  the  post  were  not 
<  once.    Archer  courageously  declined  the  summons, 

[  invited  the  Rebels  to  take  the  place,  if  they  wanted  it.    He 

erroneously  believed  the  rebel  column  of  attack  to  be  with* 

artillery.    The  fighting  was  resumed,  and,  shortly,  some 

I  guns,  placed  in  a  favorable  position  on  a  hill  near  by,  sent 

e  cannon  balls  crashing  into  the  timbers  of  the  block  house. 

is  producing  no  visible  efiiect,  the  resistance  being  as  strong 

$ver,  other  cannon  were  placed  in  reach,  and  the  work  hotly 

lied,  the  roof  and  timbers  being  knocked  about  like  play- 

igs.    Once  a  bomb  shell  came  through  a  port  hole  and 

loded,  killing,  wounding  or  stunning  nearly  eveiy  man  in 

place.    The  smoke,  too,  was  so  great  that  it  was  impossible 

the  men  to  see  each  other. 

ionger  defense  was  useless,  and  at  8  o'clock,  after  a  gallant 
it,  Archer  and  his  men  surrendered.  Gapt.  Homer,  with 
le  30  men,  had  escaped  from  the  position,  before  it  was 
irely  surrounded.  About  25  of  Archer's  men  were  more  or 
I  wounded  and  were  nearly  all  carried  to  prison  with  the  rest 
the  garrison.  Though  Tilton  fell,  its  defense  had  been  gal- 
t  in  the  extreme. 
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RESACA. 

The  post  of  Resaca,  where  Gol.  Clark  R.  Werer  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Iowa  was  in  command,  also  attracted  Hood's  attention. 
There  were  no  Iowa  troops  at  the  post,  bat  Gol.  Wever  kept  up 
the  state's  fair  fame  by  a  hot  contest  that  resulted  in  the  saying 
of  the  position.  Hood  was  present  in  person,  and  a  threat  to 
butcher  the  garrison  in  case  it  refused  to  surrender  was  signed 
in  Hood's  own  name.  All  the  same,  Gol.  Werer  did  not 
surrender. 

'""If  the  place  is  carried  by  aseauU^  no  prisoners  will  be  taken. 

"J.  B.  Hood,  General:' 

This  was  the  kind  of  warfare  the  defeated  Rebels  were  reach- 
ing in  their  desperation,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1861.  It  proved 
how  base  a  coin  was  the  pretended  chivalry  of  the  South — a 
chivalry  that  led  Indians  into  battle  at  Pea  Ridge;  that  starved 
prisoners  to  death  in  the  loathsome  hells  of  the  South,  and  pur- 
posed the  massacre  of  resisting  garrisons. 

Gol.  Wever,  always  a  competent  and  a  brave  officer,  disposed 
his  little  force  in  such  a  way  as  to  mislead  the  enemy  as  to  his 
numbers.  He  fired  the  same  cannon  from  different  embrasures, 
hung  out  flags  at  every  point,  and  spread  his  garrison  along 
many  trenches.  For  hours,  the  Rebels  kept  up  a  constant  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry,  but  feared  to  assault.  The  fight  went  on 
into  the  night  and  was  renewed  the  next  morning.  But,  as  re- 
enforcements  had  reached  Wever,  and  as  Sherman  was  rapidly 
approaching,  the  Rebels  sullenly  withdrew.  Their  chance  to 
massacre  a  brave  little  garrison  had  failed  them.  Gol.  Wever 
justly  received  the  warmest  praise  from  the  great  commander 
for  his  noble  defense  of  Resaca. 

G^n.  Sherman,  reaching  the  neighborhood  of  Resaca  with  his 
forces,  began  to  wonder  what  Hood  really  meant,  raiding  rail- 
roads and  zigzagging  over  the  country  with  an  army  of  40,000 
men,  apparently  not  daring  to  stop  and  give  battle.  Scarcely 
thinking  it  worth  while  to  follow  his  erratic  movements  farther, 
he  determined  to  leave  him  to  the  care  of  Gen.  Thomas,  in 
Nashville.  To  Thomas  he  sent  additional  troops.  The  whole 
of  the  Twenty-third  army  corps  under  Schofield,  the  Fourth 
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I  corps  under  Stuiiloy,  and  Wilson's  cavalry,  were  alt  ordered  to 
>ve   to  Thomas   by   way  of  Chattanooga.     Thomas   was  to 
I  receive,  also,  besidii  the  troops  he  could  pathor  up  iu  north  Ten- 
nessee, three  divisions  of  troops  led  by  Gen.   A.  J.  Smith,  who 
was  just  finishing  up  a  campaign  in  Missouri.     Among  Smith's 
troops,  there  were  several  Iowa  regiments,  but  his  command 
reached  Thomas  only  in  time  for  the  battle  of  Nashville. 
Seeing  Thomas  so  well  supplied,  and  believing  him  strong 
I  enough  to  defeat  Hood,  should  he  cross  the  Tennessee  oorth- 
1  ward,  Sherman    turned    his  back   on    the   rebel    army.      He 
I  destroyed  the  railroad  his  men  under  Corse,  Archer,  Wever  and 
I  others  had  so  gallantly  been  defending,  collected  hia  scattered 
I  army,  burned  Atlanta,  and  started  on   the  wonderful  march  to 
I  the  sea.     Hood,  seeing  him  gone,  moved  north,  crossed  the  Ten- 
I  nessoe  river  at  Flon-nce,  and  at  the  crossing  of  the  Harpeth  river 
I  fought  the  battle  of 

FRANKLIN— NOVEMBER  30, 
aattle  that  was,  in  some  senses,  the  fierceat  conflict  of  the 
I  war.  Seventeen  thousand  Federals  under  Glen.  Schofield,  fight- 
ing behind  slight  breastworks,  defeated,  with  fearful  loss  to  the 
I  enemy,  the  whole  of  Hood's  array  of  more  than  40,000  men. 
I  There  were  no  Iowa  regiments  at  Franklin,  but,  as  Iowa  men 
I  were  soon  to  en;^age  the  same  desperate  enemy,  a  glance  at  the 
I  conflict  will  not  l)i^  out  of  place. 

Gen.  Thoina-j,  in  contesting  Htwd's  way  north  toward  Nash- 
I  ville,  did  not  e.'ipect  to  fight  a  great  battle  in  the  opnn  field.    He 
I  preferred  to  have  t^round  of  his  own  choosing,  with  his  troops 
eoncentrated,  and  hi*  defenses  in  order.     A.  J.  Smith's  corps  haci 
I  not  yet  reached  him,  so  he  instructed  Schofield  to  check  and 
1  delay  Hood  ih  mnili  as  possible,  while  nlowly  falling  hack.     At 
I  Duck  river  and  otlur  points  this  had  been  done,  and  mnoh  man- 
euvering and  no    little    fighting  had    taken  place   at   differeot 
I  points  as  lloo<t  pre^-il■.^  forward  with  a  lai^e  army  confid'^nt  of 
victory.     Thousands   of   his  Tennessee   troops   rejoiced   at  the 
I  hope  of  ai,'ain  pntfing  their  feet  victoriously   ou   the   soil   of 
I  their  nativt-  sfjitc     Whole  regiments  of  Hood's  army  were  to 
I  tight  uini  !»■  <l'ii'i  ivitliin  sight  of  their  T«ry  homw. 
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Thomas  was  at;  heudquartem  in  Nashville,  while  Schofield, 
leading  the  army  at  the  front,  hod  (alien  back  to  Franklin,  a 
village  lying  in  a  great  bend,  and  on  the  ^wuUi  bank  o£  the 
Harpeth  river.  He  halted  there,  threw  up  a  semi-circular  line  of 
breastwork!),  and  commenced  crosaing  his  trains  over  the  river. 
The  ground  in  front  of  Franklin,  over  which  the  rebel  army 
was  to  attack,  was  either  nearly  level,  or,  near  the  Tillage,  a 
gentle  slope  southward.  There  were  no  woo^ls,  trees,  nor  near 
hills  to  obstruct  a  perfect  view  of  what  was  to  become  that 
October  evening  one  of  the  terrific  battle  grounds  of  history. 

By  3  o'clock,  the  rear  guard  of  Schofield's  force  beheld  from 
some  hills  south  of  the  town  the  whole  of  Hood's  army  rapidly 
marching  forward  in  martial  array.  Schofield,  himself,  stood  in 
a  little  fort  on  a  hill  on  the  north  hank  of  the  river,  and  with 
field  glass  in  hand  anxiously  waited  the  assault.  The  whole 
line  of  the  rebel  army  soon  passed  the  hills  and  came  out  in  the 
open  fields,  in  full  view  of  every  union  soldier  there.  With 
ranks  formed,  their  rifles  in  their  hands,  the  uaiou  soldiers 
watched  ia  anxiety  and  suspense  the  rebel  army  passing  into 
position  on  the  line  for  attack.  In  almost  breathless  silence 
they  looked  on  the  long  divisions  of  infantry  marching  and 
forming  to  right  and  to  left  in  their  very  front,  and  so  cloite 
that  they  could  almost  hear  the  voices  of  the  rebel  commanders. 
They  saw  the  lines  part  and  the  batteries  of  artillery  driven  into 
place  to  unlimber  and  load,  and  could  almost  hear  the  worda 
of  the  battery  scrg'-ants  telliug  their  men  to  drive  home  in  the 
cannon's  mouth  the  double  charge  of  grape  and  canister. 

A  little  in  advance  of  the  center  of  the  union  lines,  shielded  by 
some  slight  intrench m>.'uts,  stood  a  couple  of  Schotield's  brigades 
under  Wugiier.  They  were  to  fall  bock  the  moment  un  attack 
should  comment'.  Back  of  Wagnttr,  on  the  line  proper,  stood 
the  brigades  of  Opdyke  and  Reily,  in  reserve. 

At  4  o'clock,  in  double  and  triple  lintM  of  brig;ides,  the  long 
lines  of  the  enemy,  at  a  doiibIiMi<iick  stfj),  approached  Wagner's 
position.  Contrary  to  onlew,  WagmT  o[>cnitl  fire  on  them  with 
his  infantry,  instead  of  falling  back.  There  was  a  momentary 
repulse,  when   the  overpowering  numbers  of  the    rel>el    line 
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flanked  liimright  and  left,  and  with  a  yell  charged  over  his  works, 
dririag  his  intreiichmeDts  to  the  rear.  Pell  mell  they  came  on 
the  ruQ,  infantry  and  artillery,  foot  and  horse,  flying  toward  the 
intrenchmeuts.  After  them,  like  an  avenging  avalanche,  came 
the  columns  of  the  Gxuttant  RebeU.  Fur  a  moment,  it  looked  as 
if  the  center  of  Sc  ho  field's  army  were  broken  in,  and  all  lost. 

There  was  other  mettle  on  that  union  line,  however.  Quick 
as  thought,  and  without  waiting  for  orders,  Opdyke,  at  the  head 
of  his  brigade,  and  White,  leading  Reily's  second  line,  sprang  to 
the  front.  "  Forward,  men — Charge,"  cried  Opdyke,  and  the 
union  men,  with  hxed  bayonets,  rushed  on  with  a  yell,  driving 
back  the  fierce  i-isailants.  In  an  almost  hand  to  hand  conflict, 
they  retook  the  ground,  retook  the  lost  cannon,  left  no  Rebel 
within  that  line  who  was  not  dead  or  wounded,  replanted  the 
union  colors  upon  the  breastworks,  and  restored  the  center  of 
the  union  line. 

On  right  and  left  and  center  the  rebel  assaults  continued. 
8uch  recklessness  of  life,  such  desperate  a  ess,  had  scarcely  had  a 
parallel  in  the  war.  Rebel  generals,  commandera  of  divisions, 
of  brigiulcs  and  of  regiments,  rushed  on  to  the  fiercely  defended 
breastworks,  to  certain  death. 

Thirteen  rebel  generals  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  nearly 
6,000  li'sser  officers  and  private  soldiers,  dead  or  mangled, 
hlled  the  ditches  or  the  slopes  by  the  parapets.  Qen.  Adams 
dashed  on  to  the  works  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  jumping  his 
horse  over  the  ditch.  Rider  and  horse  lay  dead  on  the  very  top 
of  the  piira[}ct.  Put  Cleburne,  the  flghtiog  Stonewall  Jackson 
of  the  VVe^t,  led  his  division  close  up  in  the  slaughter  and  died 
among  his  men. 

"  Take  those  lines,"  cried  Hood,  when  the  battle  first  camo 
on,  "  and  there  is  nothing  to  stop  you  this  side  of  the  Ohio  river/' 
His  men  believed  it,  and  fought  as  if  the  life  of  the  whole  Con- 
federacy were  hanging  in  the  balance.  Nigbt  came,  but  th« 
darkness  brought  no  lessening  of  the  battle.  Close  together,  in 
places  but  twenty-live  yards  apart,  each  protected  by  slight  bar- 
ricades, the  tines  of  men  stood,  and,  by  the  flash  of  the  muskfttR, 
fired  into  each  other's   faces.     The   little  space  between   thoM 
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barricades  that  night  was  a  sea  of  constant  flame.  The  noise  and 
the  din  of  the  battle  were  deafening.  Still  the  useless  assaults 
went  on — but  not  a  foot  of  union  ground  was  yielded  on  the 
line.  At  last,  worn  out,  dispirited  and  defeated,  the  brave  men 
of  Hood's  army  ceased  their  firing. 

It  was  9  o'clock.  In  the  darkness  that  night,  the  union  army 
quietly  crossed  the  Harpeth  river  and  rapidly  retreated  on  Nash- 
Yille.  Toward  morning  the  Rebels  discovered  the  union  lines 
gone,  and  the  torchbearers  and  the  surgeons  filled  the  ditches 
and  the  plain,  hunting  their  dead  and  wounded  comrades. 
Touching  were  the  incidents  of  that  early  morning,  for  some  of 
the  rebel  oflBcers  were  found  dead  at  their  own  door-yards.  The 
carnage  among  Hood^s  army  was  so  great  as  to  move  the  whole 
Confederacy;  and  the  desperateness  of  the  conflict  was  a  proof 
of  what  the  hot  blood  of  the  South  could  do  for  the  cause  it 
defended.    Schofield^s  loss  was  a  little  over  2,000. 

A  more  heroic  defense  had  not  been  made  by  northern  soldiers, 
and  with  them,  as  with  the  soldiers  of  the  South,  the  name  of 
Franklin  became  a  synonym  for  deadliest  conflict.  Thirty-three 
battle  flags  were  carried  back  to  Nashville  by  the  federal  soldiers 
as  proof  of  their  heroism  in  the  battle. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  NASHVILLE-DEC.  15  AND  16.  1864. 

Spite  of  the  result  of  the  awful  combat  of  Franklin,  Hood^s 
army  pursued  Schofield's  soldiers  to  the  walls  of  Nashville. 
Gen.  Qrant,  in  Virginia,  had  desired  Thomas  to  halt  and  fight 
Hood  far  in  advance  of  Nashville,  and  was  greatly  provoked,  as 
was  the  President,  that  Thomas,  with  a  force  of  70,000  men, 
should  now  sit  still  and  permit  himself  to  be  besieged.  Thomas 
waited,  however,  first  for  shoes  for  his  horses;  next  for  more 
re-enforcements,  and  lastly  for  better  weather. 

Qrant  feared  that  lIo(xi  might  flank  Nashville  and  lead  his 
army  to  the  Ohio  river.  When  Thomas  still  delayed,  spite  of  his 
orders  to  move  out  of  Nashville  and  attack  the  enemy,  Gen. 
Logan  wjis  startt»d  West  to  relieve  him  of  his  command.  Grant 
also  started  for  Nstshville,  fearing  the  delays  there  would  bring 
on  a  disaster. 
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Logan  had  got  as  far  as  LouisTille,  and  Ghwit  as  fiur  as  Wash- 
iton,  when  the  news  came  that  Thomas  had  at  last  moTed.    It 

s  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  December,  that,  taking  adTan« 

I  of  a  fog,  Thomases  splendid  ^nes  advanced  for  battle.    His 

e    iforcements  had  all  reached  hinu    Among  others,  was  the 

ommand  of   G^n.  A.  J.  Smith — ^three  whole  divisions,  fiesh 

rom  chasing  Price  out  of  Missouri. 

Smith  brought  mth  him  several  of  the  hard  fighting  Iowa 

nfantry  regiments.    And  there  were,  already  at  Nashville,  three 

ments  of  Iowa  cavalry  and  an  Iowa  battery.    This  eavaby 

tered  the  battle  dismounted,  and  fought  as  intently.  It 
deluded  the  Second,  the  Fifth  and  the  Eighth  legime&ta. 

CoL  Gilbert  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  infantry,  afterwaid 
.  brigadier  general,  led  a  brigade  of  Indiana  aiid  Illinois  troopa 
nd  the  Twenty-seventh  and  Thirty-second  Iowa.  Ckd.  Hill  of 
Thirty-fifth  Iowa  led  a  brigade  in  which  was  included  his 
•wn  regiment  and  the  gallant  Twelfth — the  regiment  that  with 
Eighth  and  the  Tuttle  brigade  at  Shiloh,  had  stood  like  a 
ock  till  sundown;  the  regiment  that  had  fought  with  snch 
laring  at  Tupelo,  and  was  now  again  ready  for  the  charge. 

Smithes  troops  were  given  the  place  of  honor,  at  the  right,  in 

he  battle  of  Nashville.    At  Thomas's  center  stood  the  troopa  of 

he  Fourth  corps,  commanded  by  Oen.  Wood,  while  Gen.  Seho- 

,  with  his  Twenty-third  corps,  was  at  the  left    To  Smith's 

ight  was  a  part  of  the  cavalry  of  Oen.  Wilson. 

Hood^s  army  occupied  the  hill,  forming  a  semi-circle  imme- 
liately  south  of  the  city,  with  an  advanced  salient  at  ^  Mont- 
gomery's Hill,''  only  600  yards  in  front  of  the  union  center. 

There  had  been  a  week  of  wretched  weather— cold,  snow,  ice 

kud  sleet,  and  the  troops  of  both  armies,  but  especially  those  of 

South,  thinly  clad  and  poorly  fed,  snffisred  intensely.    Now  a 

haw  had  come,  and  mud  took  the  place  of  the  ice  on  the  hill 

On  the  evening  of  December  14th,  the  troops  at  our  left 
ittacked  Hood's  extreme  right  and  pushed  it  back.  It  had  only 
)een  a  feint,  however,  for  the  real  movement  of  Thomas  was  to 
)e  the  advance  of  A.  J.  Smithes  divisions  including  the  lows 
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regiments,  on  the  right,  the  next  morning.  Early  on  the  15th« 
Smithes  lines  pushed  out  on  the  Hardin  pike,  to  flank  the  rebel 
left  wing.  Hatch's  dismounted  cavalry,  moving  with  Smith, 
first  struck  the  enemy  and  by  a  quick  assault,  and  with  the  aid  of 
McAxthur'a  division  of  Smith's  command,  carried  two  redoubts, 
capturing  artillery  and  prisoners.  At  the  same  time  the  Fourth 
army  corps,  under  Wood,  had  advanced  at  the  center.  At  noon, 
Sidney  Post's  brigade  of  Wood's  command  gallantly  stormed 
and  carried  Montgomery's  Hill,  while,  reaching  over  and  joining 
with  Smith  on  the  right,  the  center  troops  assaulted  and  carried 
Hood's  entire  line  of  breastworks. 

It  had  been  a  great  victory  that  day,  but  the  battle  was  not 
over.  Much  artillery  and  many  prisoners  had  been  captured  and 
sent  to  the  union  rear,  and  there  had  been  hard  fighting,  charg- 
ing and  storming  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other.  The 
Iowa  regiments,  too,  had  done  their  share  of  the  work. 

By  the  next  morning,  when  the  battle  was  renewed,  Schofield's 
corps  was  moved  around  to  Smith's  right.  Wood,  in  the  center, 
promptly  advanced  that  morning  and  drove  the  Rebels  at  his 
front  eastward  over  the  Franklin  pike.  Then,  in  conjunction 
with  Smith  at  his  right,  he  pushed  on  to  Hood's  new  lines  at 
Overton's  Hill,  five  miles  below  Nashville.  Oen.  Schofield's 
troops  at  Smith's  right  were  now  in  position  to  strike  the  rel)el 
left  flank,  and  the  union  cavalry,  fighting  dismounted,  was  rap- 
idly passing  to  the  rebel  rear  and  threatening  all  their  lines  of 
escape. 

Far  to  the  union  left,  Gen.  Steedman  was  also  closing  up  with 
the  main  line,  and  with  a  brigade  of  colored  troops  would  soon 
assault  Overton's  Hill  on  the  left,  while  Wood's  men  should 
assault  it  directly  in  front. 

The  whole  union  line  advanced  to  within  five  hundred  yards 
of  the  new  rebel  breastworks.  At  the  given  signal,  Post's  brig- 
ade made  tho  charge  on  Overton's  Hill.  M»*t  by  a  terribl*^  fir»* 
of  grape  ami  canister,  the  assaulting  o«)Iiim!i.  cut  all  to  pii*t:es, 
and  its  leafier  badly  wounded,  had  to  fall  back.  The  cliar«z«*  had 
fiuled. 

Instantly,  however,  the  lines  of  Smith  and  of  Schoficld  and  of 
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Yilson^s  cavalry,  charged  farther  to  the  right,  and  went  oyer  the 
ebel  works  with  a  yell.  Again  the  rallied  troops  of  Wood  and 
if  Steedman  pushed  to  the  assault  of  Overtones  Hill,  and  spite  of 
.  terrible  resistance  crossed  the  abatis  and  took  the  works.  In 
ive  minutes  time,  Hood^s  army  of  the  Tennessee  was  defeated, 
lemoralized,  and  flying  for  the  Harpeth  hills.  It  had  lost  in  the 
wo  days  battle,  53  cannon  and  4,500  prisoners.  The  loss  in 
:illed  and  wounded  is  not  definitely  known.  Hood^s  invasion  of 
Tennessee  had  come  to  a  tragic  end. 

Thomas's  losses  in  the  battle  were  3,057,  not  quite  400  of  these 
»eing  killed. 

The  part  of  the  Iowa  regiments  in  the  fight  had  b^n  a  most 
reditable  one.  They  were  on  the  hottest  positions  of  the  field 
f  battle,  and  participated  in  the  heroic  events  of  the  two  days. 

Col.  Qilbert's  brigade,  including  the  Twenty-seventh  and 
?hirty-second  Iowa,  were  at  the  left  of  Smithes  line.  On  the 
[rst  day  of  the  fight  it  moved  forward,  skirmishing  under  a  heavy 
'tillery  fire,  and  followed  close  on  the  Fourth  army  corps  when 
b  carried  the  enemy's  works  at  its  fort.  The  next  day  at  four 
'clock,  after  having  been  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire  for  hours, 
he  command  received  the  order  to  charge  the  works.  It  vras 
one  in  gallant  style,  Lt.-Col.  Jed  Lake  leading  the   Twenty- 

venth  Iowa,  and  Lt.-Col.  Eberhart  the  Thirty-second.  In  this 
harge  over  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  the  Thirty-second  Iowa 
aptured  a  battery  of  five  guns  and  many  prisoners.  Its  own  loss 
703  some  25  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  Twenty-seventh  lost 
2  wounded. 

Col.  8.  G.  Hill's  brigade,  including  among  other  troops  the 
Twelfth  Iowa  under  Lt.-Col.  Stibbs,  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Iowa 
inder  Maj.  Dill,  also  moved  forward  early  on  the  15th.  After 
uuch  skirmishing  during  the  day  it  pushed  close  up  to  a  vrell 
irmed  redoubt  of  the  enemy  on  the  Hillsboro  pike,  five  miles 
om  town.  At  four  o'clock,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  advance 
id  storm  the  work.  The  men  of  the  command  started  up  the 
ope  of  the  hill  with  a  yell.  Before  reaching  the  crest,  the 
lemy  retired  with  his  guns  to  a  second  redoubt,  to  the  right 
id  rear,  and  from  this  position  poured  a  raking  fire  into  the 
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chai^iag  line.  Just  as  the  brigade  entered  the  first  fort,  the 
noble  Col.  Hill,  leading  it  on,  was  struck  by  a  minie  ball  and 
instantly  killed.  His  death  was  a  severe  loss  and  created  some 
confusion;  but  Lt.-Col.  Stibbs  of  the  Twelfth  instantly  assumed 
i^mporary  command,  re-formed  the  line  and  kept  up  from  the 
fort  a  heavy  fire  on  the  enemy.  At  the  same  moment,  a  part  of 
the  Seventh  Minnesota  under  Col.  Marshall,  and  a  part  of  the 
Twelfth  [owa  under  acting  Adjt.  Reed,  both  of  Hill's  brigade, 
pushed  forward  and  captured  the  enemy's  second  redoubt  with 
its  five  cannon  and  its  defenders.  Part  of  the  line,  of  Hill's 
brigade  also,  reached  the  rear  of  some  rebel  works,  at  that 
moment  being  charged  by  the  Fourth  army  corps,  and  the  with- 
ering musketry  poured  into  the  ranks  of  the  breaking  rebel  line 
helped  the  Fourth  corps  to  win  its  splendid  victory.  The  loss 
of  the  brigade  during  the  day  had  been  3S  in  killed  and  wounded. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  Col.  Marshall  of  the 
Seventh  Minnesota,  now  senior  oflBcer  and  in  command  of  the 
brigade,  letl  his  command  to  a  position  on  the  line  perpendicular 
to  the  road  known  as  Qranny  White's  Pike.  After  some  skirm- 
ishing, they  found  the  enemy  in  force  and  strongly  fortified  and 
meeting  the  union  line  with  musketry  and  artillery. 

By  four  o'clock,  Col.  Marshall  noticed  the  brigades  on  his 
right  moving  to  assault  the  works,  when  without  waiting  orders 
he,  too,  sounded  the  charge.  A  terrific  fire  of  grape,  shell  and 
musketry  met  the  line  as  it  dashed  forward;  but  with  a  bravery 
and  a  persistence  unsurpassed,  it  took  the  rebel  works.  Five 
guns  were  captured,  with  2  battle  flags  and  400  prisoners.  The 
lo88  of  the  brigade  in  the  charge  had  been  11  killed  and  89 
wounded. 

Twelve  of  this  loss  fell  to  the  Twelfth  Iowa.    The  battle  flags 
were  captured  by  Corporal  Kaltenbauch  and  Private  A.  J.  Sloan 
of  the  Twelfth.    Two  otfier  battle  flags  had  been  captui    .  by 
Privates  Wivinas  and  Flint  of  the  same  regiment,  but  they  th 
them  aside  in  order  to  pursue  the  enemy.    The  Ti     I     I 
had  almost  no  line  officers  in  the  battle,  the  com 
commanded  by  sergeants.    The  splendid  fighting  of 
ment  under  such  circumstances  was  worthy  of  reeord. 
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ij.  Knee,  Acting  Adjt.  Beed,  and  Acting  QoartennaBtor  Mocnp- 

lead  were  mentioned  for  yalnable  senrioeB  on  the  field.    80|  toO| 

the  chaplain  of  the  Twelfth,  Frederick  Hnmphvejr,  and 

jo]     Sergeants  Qrannia  and  Clark,  who  were  first  to  plant  the 

colors  on  the  enemy^s  intrenchments. 

The  honors  of  the  yictory  of  Nashville  were  not  to  be  boms 

)y  the  infantry  of  the  army  alone*    Hatches  caTalxy  formed  at 

}en.  Smithes  right,  and  fonght  through  the  heat  of  the  conflict 

in  foot    The  Second,  Fifth  and  Eighth  Iowa  catalry  regimenti 

were  among  Hatches  fighting  columns  that  day,  and  the  Seooiid, 

inder  Lt.-Col.  C.  C.  Horton,  won  jost  renown.    The  gallant 

]lol.  Datus  E.  Goon  of  this  regiment  led  the  Inrigade.    Daring 

he  forenoon  of  the  first  day,  the  brigade,  on  foot,  moved  along, 

:eeping  time  and  line  with  the  regiments  on  Gen.  Smithes  lighti 

1  subjected  much  of  the  time  to  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enenqr'a 

llery.    Four  miles  from  town  th^  came  in  front  of  the  afaeoiig 

irks  of  the  enemy  posted  on  a  difficult  hOl. 

''  Charge  and  take  that  fort/'  cried  Oen.  Hatch.    These  weie 

lot     tmge  words  to  the  men  of  the  Second  cavalry,  nor  to  any 

of  the  brave  soldiers  of  that  division,    ^  With  a  ahmiti'* 

B  Col.  Horton,  ^^  the  men  sprang  forward,  aiid   with  a  dumt 

Eort  was  carried/*    Four  brass  Napoleon  cannon,  00  pas- 

3,  and  80  dead  and  wounded  Rebels  lying  in  the  lort, 

rere  the  trophies  of  that  quick  charge. 

There  was  another  fort  seven  hundred  yards  to  the  front  and 

ight,  strongly  defended  on  a  high,  conical  hill.  ^  TUke  that,  too,^* 

the  orders  to  Col.  Cioon.    Again,  with  the  rest,  the  Seeond 

(     I  is  on  the  run,  facing  a  terrible  fire  of  shot  and  ahelL    The 

tance  is  great.    The  Rebels  fight  with  a  heroism  nnsarpasssd, 

L  hand  to  hand  conflict  ensues  over  and  within  the  breastworks, 

id  the  fort  is  taken.    The  Second  Iowa  cavalry^s  flag  is  flnt 

0  float  there,  but  Hartman,  the  brave  sergeant  who  planted  it, 

lys  down  his  life. 

^'  Major/'  he  whispers,  lying  there  dying  inside  the  lebd  forli 

jor,  tell  my  friends  I  die  doing  my  duty.**    It  was  only  an 

owa  cavalryman — a  private  soldier  who  lay  there  dying,  bat  lie 
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was  one  of  tlie  heroes — martyrs,  wbose  life  blood  has  made 
famous  the  valor  of  Iowa  men  in  battle. 

The  FGgimeut  lust  in  the  two  charges  26  men  and  officers 
killed  and  woanded.  Lieutenants  Watson  and  Griffith,  with  two 
companies,  made  a  brilliant  charge  of  their  own  to  the  left  of  the 
fort,  capturing  almost  as  many  prisoners  aa  they  themselrea  num- 
bered; while  Sergt.  Beeson,  Bugler  Anderwn  and  Privates  Trues- 
dateand  Winn  madeasabre  charge,  killing  and  wounding  several 
Elebeb,  and  capturing  seventeen.  There  was  no  fighting  at  long 
range  about  that.     It  was  a  hand  to  hand  fight  with  naked  sabres. 

Again  the  next  day  the  Second  cavalry  engaged  in  the  battle 
with  its  division.  In  the  pursuit  of  Hood,  they  overtook  him 
in  the  Barpeth  hills,  and  at  the  obstructed  points  fought  hand 
to  hand  confiicts.  At  one  point,  Sergt.  Cotter,  with  Privates 
Heck,  Black,  and  Anderson  charged  the  rebel  color  guard  in  a 
desperate  hand  to  hand  struggle.  Heck  and  Black  were  killed 
and  Goiter  and  Anderson  badly  wounded;  but  the  colors  were 
taken  and  eight  dead  Rebels  left  lying  on  the  ground.  It  was 
bf  such  fighting  and  by  the  storming  and  carrying  of  almost 
every  hill  and  fort  in  front  of  the  city,  that  the  battle  of  Nash- 
nllfl  was  won  and  Hood's  army  nearly  annihilated. 

Adjt.  Sydenham,  M^.  Schnitger  and  Captains  Foster  and  Bandy 
of  the  Second  cavalry,  as  well  as  many  others,  received  honorable 
mention  from  their  immediate  commander.  The  commanders  of 
regiments  and  brigades  all  through  the  army  received  from  their 
chief  officers  the  thanks  they  had  earned  by  heroic  fighting. 

The  results  of  the  victory  and  the  pursuit  were  very  great. 
Hood  was  not  only  chased  out  of  Tennessee,  his  invasion  a 
Culare,  but  the  unlucky  campaign  northward  had  cost  him 
•Itt^ther,  according  to  the  report  made  by  Oen.  Thomas  to 
Qen.  Qrant,  not  less  than  13,000  prisoners  of  war — among  them 
■even  generals  and  a  thousand  officers  of  tower  grades,  72  pieces 
of  irtillery,  hundreds  of  battle  flags,  thousands  of  killed  and 
woonded,  including  13  gener^,  and  over  2,000  men  deserted. 
Hia  army,  in  short,  was  about  annihilated. 

The  whole  country  gave  thanks  for  the  glorious  victory,  and 
(owa  had  jnrt  pride  in  the  part  taken  by  her  heroic  men. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

TUPELO   AND  THE  DEFENSE  OP  MEMPHIS. 

Summer  of  1864, 


TUPELO. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1864,  there  was  fought  a  battle  to 
vehich  historians  have  scarcely  given  a  passing  notice.  It  was 
bhe  battle  of  Tupelo  in  Mississippi  The  town  giving  the 
battle  its  name  is  some  60  miles  south  of  Corinth  on  the  Mobile 
ind  Ohio  railroad,  or  90  miles  southeast  of  the  city  of  Memphis. 

In  the  midsummer  of  1864,  the  rebel  general  Forrest,  with  a 
strong  column  of  troops,  was  exceedingly  active  in  central  and 
v^est  Mississippi,  and  was  threatening  the  federal  garrisons  on 
bhe  Mississippi  river.  To  check  and  defeat  him,  G«n.  Sherman 
telegraphed  for  an  army  corps  under  A.  J.  Smith  at  Memphis, 
bo  proceed  to  La  Orange,  Tennessee,  and  march  against  the  bold 
[md  dangerous  raider  wherever  he  might  be  found.  Several 
Iowa  regiments  marched  with  Smithes  column  on  the  expedi- 
tion. They  were  the  Twelfth,  Fourteenth,  Twenty-seventh, 
Thirty-second  and  Thirty-fifth  infantry,  with  the  Second,  Third 
and  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry,  aiding  in  protecting  the  flanks  of  the 
marching  army.  The  Eighth  Iowa  infantry,  which  properly 
belonged  to  the  column,  was  left  behind  as  a  provost  guard  in 
Memphis,  where  it  performed,  later,  valuable  and  heroic  service. 
The  Twelfth  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  formed  a  part  of  the 
brigiwle  led  by  Col.  J.  J.  Woods,  with  Col.  Hill  commanding 
the  latter  refjjiment  and  Lt.-Col.  Stibbs  the  Twelfth.  The  Four- 
teenth Iowa  led  by  Capt.  W.  J.  Campbell,  the  Twenty-seventh 
by  Capt.  A.  M.  Haslip  and  the  Thirty-second  by  Maj.  Jonathan 
Hutchinson,  were  all  in  the  brigade  of  Col.  James  I.  Qilbert 

For  a  week  after  leaving  La  Orange,  all  proceeded  very  well, 
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but  as  the  column  with  its  long  train  marched  by  Pontotoc,  the 

enemy  commenced  to  give  trouble.    Forrest  had  a  large  com-  .. 

mand,  and,  seeing  Qen.  Smith  far  away  from  his  base  and  bur-  "' 

dened  with  a  valuable  train,   determined    to   attack   him.    At 

three  in  the  afternoon  of  July  10th,  a  raid  was  made  against  the 

flank  of  the  train,  protected  by  the  Twelfth  and  Thirty-fifth 

Iowa  and  Seventh  Minnesota,  but  though  the  engagement  was 

hot  for  a  little  while  the  assailants  were  driven  off  with  loss. 

The  Twelfth  Iowa  had  one  killed  and  11  wounded — among  the 

latter,  Capt.  Sumbardo.    The  Seventh  Minnesota  had  as  many 

wounded,  and  its  surgeon  killed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  July,  Gen.  Smith,  expecting  ' ' 

to  be  attacked  in  force,  arranged  his  troops  accordingly. 
Promptly  at  nine  o^clock  the  rebel  assault  was  made  with  mus-  { 

ketry  and  artillery.  ^^  Without  once  wavering,^* says  Col.  Qilberfc, 
whose  line  received  the  shock,  ^'  our  men  returned  the  fire.'*  A 
fierce  engagement  was  kept  up  for  three  hours,  when  the  whole 
brigade  charged  the  enemy,  driving  him  and  getting  possession 
of  his  dead  and  wounded  who  lay  thick  upon  the  field.  Some 
prisoners  and  a  flag  were  also  captured  in  the  action.  The  fight- 
ing had  been  steady,  and  the  veterans  of  the  line  showed  the 
courage  that  had  won  them  glory  on  many  battle  fields. 

The  Twelfth  Iowa  lost  a  valuable  oflBcer  in  the  death  of  Lieut. 
A.  A.  Burdick.  The  regiment's  entire  loss  was  7  killed  and  39 
wounded.  The  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  lost  3  killed  and  33  wounded. 
The  Twelfth  had  fought  till  its  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and 
being  relieved  by  the  Seventh  Minnesota  for  a  short  time,  filled 
its  cartridge  boxes  and  marched  back  coolly  on  to  the  line  of 
battle.  "  The  men  of  this  brigade,"  said  Col.  Woods,  ''proved 
themselves  worthy  of  the  highest  praise  for  their  heroic  conduct, 
and  the  commanders  of  the  regiments  displayed  the  utmost  cool- 
ness and  bravery."  His  staff  officers  and  his  brigade  surgeon 
were  all  compliment^  for  their  devotion  to  duty.  The  losses  in 
Woods's  brigade,  nearly  all  killed  or  wounde*!.  numl>ered  197. 

Col.  Gill)ert's  brigade,  including  the  other  Iowa  regiments, 
was  not  heavily  engaged,  though  its  services  guarding  the  train 
during  the  day  and  moving  to  re-enforce  threatened  positions 
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were  valuable.  Its  entire  loss  was  some  25,  half  of  whom  fell  in 
;he  Twenty-seventh  Iowa.  Among  them  was  Lieut.  Wm.  Sims. 
The  brigade  advance  was  attacked  once  in  the  night,  but  it 
)romptly  drove  its  assailants  to  flight. 

Tupelo  was  a  complete  union  victory  over  a  famous  general 
^th  a  well  equipped  column  of  veterans.  Early  on  the  morn- 
ng  of  the  15th,  another  slight  attack  was  made  on  a  part  of  the 
inionline,  with  some  loss  to  several  of  Woods^s  regiments;  but  a 
ludden  charge  by  his  brigade  put  the  Rebels  on  the  run. 

That  day,  Smith's  column  marched  to  Old  Town  Creek,  and  as 
Gilbert's  brigade  was  going  into  camp  in  the  early  evening,  it 
vas  suddenly  assailed  with  artillery  and  musketry.  Instantly 
Gilbert's  men  were  in  line,  and  without  waiting  for  further 
ulvance  of  the  enemy,  moved  to  the  attack  themselves.  Close  to 
he  Tupelo  road  and  in  a  field  of  growing  corn,  the  line  deployed 
vith  the  Fourteenth  and  the  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  in  advance, 
he  former  led  by  Capt.  Wm.  J.  Campbell  and  the  latter  by  Capt. 
laslip, — the  Thirty-second  Iowa  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Mis- 
iouri  following  in  the  rear.  The  order  came  to  forward  double* 
[uick,  in  line  of  battle.  A  line  of  skirmishers  was  sent  ahead, 
ind  with  yells  the  men  of  the  Twenty-seventh  and  Fourteenth 
'owa  rushed  through  the  corn-field,  scaled  the  fences,  waded  two 

earns  of  mud  and  water  nearly  waist  deep,  pushed  on  through 
angled  brush  and  wood,  and  finding  the  enemy  advancing 
>eyond  another  field  of  corn,  met  him  with  cheers  and  blasts  of 
nusketry.  Strong  as  the  enemy's  position  was,  at  the  top  of  a 
loping  hill,  with  the  rough  way  between  him  and  Qilbert^s 
nen,  he  soon  yielded  and  gave  way,  when  at  another  charge  and 
vith  another  yell,  the  union  line  went  up  and  over  the  hill 
trewn  with  the  rebel  dead.  The  sun  was  intensely  hot,  as  it  was 
n  all  the  campaign,  and  in  the  long  charge  through  the  close 
;orn  and  the  sultry  wood,  many  fell  from  sun  stroke  or  ezhans- 
ion,  while  the  bullets  of  the  enemy  stretched  34  of  Gil- 
>ert'stwo  charging  regiments  dead  or  wounded  on  the  ground. 

By  the  21st  of  July,  Gen.  Smith's  column  was  back  at  La 
Grange.  Forrest  had  been  defeated,  and  the  soldiers  had  experi- 
need  one  of  the  hottest  summer  campaigns  in  their  history 
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Tapelo  and  Old  Town,  like  many  other  conflicts  of  the  war,  had 
poaaibly  been  of  little  aenrice  to  the  canae  one  way  or 
the  other.  They  were  simply  collisions,  with  no  noticeable 
results  save  the  lists  of  the  dead  and  wounded. 

DEFENSE  OF  MEMPHIS. 

Shortly  after  the  fight  at  Tupelo,  Gen.  Forrest,  with  thxee 
brigades  of  rebel  caTalry,  slipped  around  Qtn.  A.  J.  Smith,  and 
made  a  midnight  dash  on  the  city  of  Memphis.  It  was  the  81st 
of  August,  1864.  Forrest  knew  that  most  of  the  garrison  was 
absent  with  Smith,  and  so  counted  on  an  eaqr  Tictoiy  and  a  sack- 
ing of  the  city.  He  had  counted  without  his  host.  Among 
the  few  troops  left  in  Memphis  on  proToet  duty  was  the  Eighth 
lowm,  then  under  command  of  Lt-Col.  BelL  What  h^^pened 
that  night  in  Memphis  can  best  be  drawn  from  the  namtife  of 
the  commander  himsell 

By  4  o^clock  a.  m.,  Forrest  had  made  his  way  into  the  Tery 
center  of  the  city.  The  Eighth  Iowa  was  quartered  in  barracks, 
bj  companies,  throughout  Memphis.  All  the  streets  were 
patroled.  Now  commenced  one  of  the  moat  singular  fights  that 
occurred  during  the  war.  The  morning  was  very  foggy.  One 
could  not  see,  after  daylight,  more  than  a  few  rods,  and  there 
was  fighting  in  every  direction  between  patrols  of  the  Eighth 
and  the  enemy.  Lt.-Col.  Bell,  with  two  companies  and  the 
headquarter  guard,  attacked  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  then 
<m  Main  street  a  little  south  of  (Tourt  square.  Ab  the  battle 
increased,  the  companies  of  the  Eighth,  one  by  one,  were  added 
to  BelFs  forces,  as  well  as  detaehmefUs  of  some  other  regiments. 
Soon  the  enemy  gave  way  and  retired  to  the  outskirts  of  the 
city  and  gave  battle  again.  Col.  Bell  now  had  from  600  to  700 
men.  A  sharp  and  spirited  engagement  took  placet  lasting 
about  80  minutes,  with  loss  on  both  sides,  and  the  enemy  was 
^gain  driven,  but  after  retiring  to  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
again  made  a  stand.  Col.  Bell,  after  sending  an  ofScer  to  report 
the  situation  to  Qen.  Washburn,  pushed  on  after  the  enemy, 
and  met  him  in  the  woods  where  a  severe  fight  occurred.  The 
Eighth  suffered  a  loss  of  18  to  20  in  killed  and  wounded,  includ- 
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ig  Lieut.  Irwin,  killed.  The  enemy  being  fully  five  times  our 
rength,  the  Eighth  was  compelled  to  fall  back  to  protect  its 
inks.  Soon  after  a  large  force  from  the  provisional  camp,  sent 
>  the  support  of  the  Eighth,  arrived,  and  when  the  united  force 
oved  forward,  the  enemy  had  mounted  and  left.  It  was  now 
ly  noon  and  the  Eighth  went  to  breakfast.  This  was  a 
rilliant  affair  for  the  Eighth,  and  was  so  regarded  by  the  citi- 
ns  of  Memphis,  for  they  presented  a  costly  flag  to  the  regi- 
lent,  a  pair  of  shoulder  straps  to  Lt.-Gol.  Bell,  and  subscribed 
loney  to  buy  him  a  horse  in  place  of  the  one  captured. 
Lmong  the  wounded  in  the  defense  of  the  city  were  Gapt.  C.  P. 
e.  Lieutenants  J.  A.  Boyer  and  J.  L.  Tinkham.  Lieut.  J. 
I.  Irwin  was  killed  while  bravely  doing  his  duty.  Capt.  Searle, 
nd  Mrs.  Searle,  who  was  visiting  him,  were  wakened  in  the 
light  by  the  yelling  of  Forrest's  dreadful  cavalry.  They  occu- 
pied rooms  across  the  street  from  where  some  of  the  captain's 
aen  were  quartered.  A  rebel  cavalry  yell  at  midnight  was  no 
pleasant  thing  to  hear.  The  captain  sprang  from  his  bed,  hurried 
tn  his  clothes  and  ran  into  the  street  just  in  time  for  Mrs.  Searle, 
m  the  balcony  above,  to  see  him  captured  and  carried  off  by 
he  bold  invaders.  Forrest's  reputation  for  murder  of  pris- 
oners was  well-known,  and  it  was  with  feelings  of  horror  Mrs. 
>earle  saw  her  husband  disappear  in  the  darkness.  During  the 
conflict  of  the  morning,  however,  the  captain  managed  to  escape, 
hough  at  the  expense  of  a  sabre  cut  across  the  head.  While 
tf rs.  Searle  had  seen  more  of  the  adventures  of  war  than  is  usu- 
illy  accorded  to  even  soldiers'  wives,  she  had  been  courageous 
enough  to  go  down  into  the  street  herself,  and  helped  to  dis- 
^uise  8ome  of  the  convalescent  soldiers  in  civilians'  clothes, 
md  secrete  their  watches  and  money  in  safe  places.  Memphis 
•vas  Forrest's  home,  but  he  never  essayed  returning  in  that  unan- 
lounced  manner  at  midnight  again. 


CHAPTER   XXX. 

IOWA  IN  THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY. 
Summer  and  Autumn  of  1864, 

Trb  Shenandoah  was  and  is  the  richest  valley  in  Virginia. 
It  was  the  garden  spot  of  the  rebel  Confederacy.  There  were 
times  when  Lee's  whole  army  had  been  fed  from  there.  It  was, 
besides,  so  conveniently  located  for  Lee,  so  thoroughly  defended 
by  nature,  and  so  easy  of  approach  from  Richmond  that  it 
became  from  the  very  outbreak  of  the  war  a  refuge  place  for 
rebel  armies.  It  became,  too,  for  the  union  army,  so  repeatedly 
operating  there,  a  veritable  ^^  valley  of  humiliation.'*  Post  after 
post  had  fallen,  general  after  general  had  been  sacrificed,  army 
after  army  defeated.  All  efforts  to  occupy  the  line,  to  cut  off  the 
great  store  house  of  Lee's  army,  had  been  futile,  and  the  moun- 
tain-walled valley  remained  for  three  years  as  a  fortress  from 
which  the  national  Capital  could  be  threatened,  and  the  south- 
eastern states  be  made  liable  to  invasion  and  fire.  It  was  a  safe 
place  to  invade  from,  being  easy  to  dash  down  to  Harper's  Ferry, 
cross  the  Potomac,  march  with  fire  and  sword  into  Pennsylvania 
or  Maryland,  and  Wtien  pursued,  dash  back  into  the  fortress  of 
the  long,  deep  valley  where  only  defeat  waited  the  troops  that 
dared  to  follow.  The  valley  was  equal  to  an  army  in  itself.  It 
protected  Lee's  flank,  it  helped  to  feed  him,  and  it  was  a  constant 
threatener  of  the  North.  It  had  been  the  grave  of  union  gener- 
als and  the  disgrace  of  union  armies. 

One  Sunday  morning,  it  was  July  the  10th  of  1864,  the  bells 

of  Baltimore  rang  out — not  for  holy  service,  but  in  a  wild  alarm. 

Once  more  a  rebel  army  had  broken  out  of  the  Shenandoah 

valley,  had  dashed  across  the  fords  of  the  Potomac  and    was 

knocking  at  the  gates  of  the  city.    Every  man  was  called  to  the 
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renches  for  defense.    Early^s  rebel  army  had  not  only  crossed 

9  Potomac  river  and  met  and  crashed  Lew  Wallace^s  little 
rmy  of  defense  on  the  way;  it  was  at  that  moment  marching 

aight  on  Washington  city.  There  was  great  consternation 
a  the  North,  for  the  capital  was  well  nigh  denuded  of  troops. 
Carly  had  twenty  thousand  men.  In  Washington  City  there 
rare  not  ten  thousand  eiffectire  men,  not  counting  the  armed 
[uartermaster  clerks  and  the  drove  of  brigadiers  who  usually 
lung  about  the  capital  on  one  pretense  and  another.  As  may 
te  supposed  there  was  much  alarm,  for  Oen.  Early^s  adranoe  was 
lot  three  miles  from  the  breastworks.  His  men  might  almost 
la     ridden  down  Seventh  street  on  the  street  cars,  so  close  were 

y  to  the  city. 

Fortunately  for  the  country,  a  part  of  the  Sixth  army  corps, 
mder  Maj.-(}en.  Wright,  hurrying  by  steamer  from  City  Point, 
ind  a  few  of  the  Nineteenth  corps  from  the  West,  reached  the 
vharves  at  one  end  of  Washington  almost  as  soon  as  Oen.  Early 
ind  his  Rebels  reached  the  north  breastworks  at  the. other  end. 
}en.  Early  hesitated  a  little  as  to  assaulting.  His  troops  were 
lot  all  up,  nor  in  position.  In  the  meantime,  about  noon  of  the 
13th  of  July,  one  of  the  hottest  days  in  the  Washington  calen* 
lar.  Gen.  Wright,  supported  by  the  battenes  and  forts,  moved 
>ut  against  him.    The  rebel  skirmishers  were  driven  back  a  mile, 

d  quite  a  battle  was  fought  outside  the  city  walls. 

It  was  a  strange  spectacle,  too,  for  standing  there  on  one  of 
;he  parapets  at  the  side  of  Oen.  Wright,  was  the  tall,  gaunt 
form  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  watching  the  ebbing  and  the  flowing 
)f  a  fight  that,  if  lost,  might  leave  him  dead,  or  a  prisoner, 
ind  Washington  in  flames  before  night  Behind  the  parapet 
K  Lincoln^s  cabinet,  waiting  and  anxious,  and  scores  of  society 
38  of  Washington,  excited  and  alarmed  at  the  roar  of  the 
Ue.  Passing  the  parapets  constantly,  passing  the  President 
md  passing  the  cabinet  and  the  ladies,  came  ever  and  anon  the 
itter-bearers  carrying  the  bodies  of  the  dead  and  the  mangled 
forms  of  the  living  defenders  of  Washington  to  sate  places  in 
;he  rear.  Such  a  review  no  president  and  no  cabinet  had  ever 
ifitnessed  before  from  the  capital  of  their  country  in  America. 
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Ontside  the  forts  in  the  lines  of  the  enemy  was  another  tall 
form  watching  and  helping  events.  It  was  the  form  of  John  C. 
Breckenridge,  ez-Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  standing 
there  with  his  hands  bathed  in  the  blood  of  his  countrymen,  and 
in  sight  of  the  very  dome  under  which  but  a  few  short  years 
before  he  had  taken  his  solemn  oath  to  serve  and  defend  the 
United  States.    History  affords  few  parallels  of  so  black  a  treason. 

Some  500  of  the  boys  in  blue  were  stretched  on  the  grass,  dead 
or  wounded,  outside  the  Washington  intrenchments  that  blazing 
afternoon,  and  their  sacrifices  told  to  Early  and  to  his  traitor  ' 

lieutenant  standing  there  that  Washington  City  could  not  be 
had  for  the  asking.  Believing  that  still  other  troops  had  reached 
Washington  from  Grant's  army,  Qen.  Early  sounded  the  retreat 
and  that  night  marched  for  the  fords  of  the  Potomac  river. 
Very  shortly  he  was  back  safe  in  the  Shenandoah  valley.  The 
country  had  had  a  very  narrow  escape.  Qen.  Wright  had  pur- 
sued Early,  but  the  pursuit  had  been  a  failure. 

^'Let  us  try  Philip  Sheridan  in  the  Valley,^*  said  Grant  to  the 
advisers  of  the  President.  ^'I  want  Sheridan  put  in  command 
of  all  the  troops  in  the  field,  with  instructions  to  put  himself 
south  of  the  enemy  and  follow  him  to  the  death/'  wrote  the 
great  commander  to  Gen.  Meade  on  the  1st  of  August.  Early^s 
cavalry  was  already  out  of  the  valley  over  the  Potomac  again 
and  raiding  and  burning  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  towns 
whenever  they  could  not  instantly  respond  to  the  demands  for 
enormous  sums  of  money. 

Grant  at  once  ordered  a  concentration  of  troops  at  Harper's 
Perry  at  the  mouth  of  the  Shenandoah  valley.  He  came  back 
from  City  Point  personally,  to  look  into  the  situation,  and  at 
midnight  of  August  the  5th,  this  telegram  was  sent  to  Halleck: 
"Send  Sheridan  by  morning  train  to  HnriKT's  Ferry.  Give  him 
orders  to  take  command  of  all  the  troop:4  in  the  field  within  the 
military  division."  It  was  signed  by  Grant  and  dated  at  Monoo- 
acy,  Maryland. 

Among  those  troops  concentnitin*^  at  !I,ir|)«»r's  Ferry,  were 
three  brave  n^jTiin»»nts  from  Iowa,  the  Twenty-s*?cond,  Twenty- 
fourth  and  Twenty-eighth  infantry.     They  had  Ix?en  sent  east 
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3y  ocean  steamer  from  New  Orleans.  When  they  marched 
through  the  streets  of  Washington  they  created  a  sensation,  for 
;he  fame  of  the  fighting  regiments  of  Iowa  had  preceded  them. 
S^ow  they  were  to  march  and  fight  and  win  new  and  grander 
'ame  with  Sheridan  in  the  valley.  They  were  a  part  of  the 
Nineteenth  army  corps  under  Emory.  Gen.  Gro?er  commanded 
he  division  which  included  them  all.  It  was  the  Second.  The 
Twenty-second  regiment  was  in  the  Second  brigade,  led  by  Col. 

>lineux  of  the  One-hundred-and-fifty-ninth  New  York — the 
Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-eighth  in  the  Fourth  brigade,  led  by 
/ol.  Shunk  of  Indiana.  The  first  battle  in  which  they  engaged 
»n  the  new  scene  was  at  the  Opequon,  or  the  battle  of  Winchester. 

The  Shenandoah  valley  is  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles  long 
nd  twenty  wide,  and  the  river  giving  the  valley  its  name  is  the 
irincipal  tributary  of  the  Potomac,  entering  it  at  Harper^s  Ferry. 
^he  valley  is  walled  in  on  one  side  by  the  Blue  Ridge  mountains, 
n  the  other  by  the  Shenandoah  range.  The  principal  towns 
oUowiiig  up  the  valley  from  Harper's  Ferry  are  Winchester, 
Itrasburg,  Woodstock  and  New  Market.  In  marching  to  Win- 
hester,  the  troops  passed  through  Charlestown,  notorious  as  the 
lace  where  Gov.  Wise  and  his  frightened  Virginians  hung  John 
trown,  and  so  helped  to  precipitate  the  war.  This  fertile  valley, 
his  Virginia  granary,  was  no  longer  to  feed  Lee's  army.  Its 
lountaiii  fastnesses  were  no  longer  to  serve  as  safe  points  from 
rhich  rebel  armies  could  invade  the  North.  This  outer  wall  of 
Richmond  was  about  to  fall.  The  disloyal  people  of  the  valley 
rere  soon  to  see  their  armies  crushed,  their  rich  fields  desolated, 
heir  own  roofs  burning.  War's  heavy  hand  was  to  settle  on 
he  beautiful  valley  with  a  grimness  and  a  ferocity  seldom  wit- 
essed  in  America. 

To  the  Iowa  soldiers  marching  and  fighting  there,  the  scene, 
hough  a  fierce,  was  a  picturesque  one.  They  had  tired  of  the 
limy,  snake-inhabited  water  of  Louisiana  and  of  the  fatal  mala- 
ia  of  its  swamps.  The  purer  air,  the  fresher  water  and  the  new 
;ene  stimulated  them  and  they  marched  to  battle  as  they  always 
id,  in  the  full  assurance  of  victory.  They  were  not  used  to 
efeat;  so  it  wa.s  with  them  a  quantity  not  counted  on. 
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By  the  middle  of  September,  Sheridan,  who  had  been  waiting 
and  watching  in  front  of  Winchester  for  the  rebel  general  to 
detach  a  portion  of  his  troops  to  aid  Lee  at  Richmond,  saw  that 
the  time  to  strike  Gen.  Early  was  at  hand.  ''Our  time  had 
come,"  wrote  Sheridan,  later,  and  Gen.  Grant  had  simply  said, 
'"Go  in."  The  two  armies,  numbering,  perhaps,  from  25,000  to 
30,000  each,  lay  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Opequon  creek  at  Win- 
chester. Early's  position  was  naturally  very  strong  and  he  was 
besides  well  fortified.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  Sheridan  deter- 
mined to  attack.  By  3  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  September 
19th,  the  army  was  drawn  out  and  marching  for  position.  The 
troops  had  to  make  their  way  through  a  long  narrow  defile 
before  getting  into  line  proper,  and  then  Early's  front  was  to  be 
attacked  violently,  while  the  Sixth  army  corps  should  move 
rapidly  around  and  strike  his  left  flank.  His  strong  right  flank, 
too  strong  for  attack,  was  to  be  menaced. 

It  was  almost  noon  before  the  divisions  could  be  wholly  ready 
for  the  assault.  Twenty  minutes  after  noon  the  lines  moved  to  the 
work,  and  a  deadly  battle,  lasting  most  of  the  remainder  of  the 
<^7i  raged  on  all  the  front.  Advancing  out  of  the  woods  and 
hills,  the  union  army  found  an  open  uneven  valley  over  half  a  mile 
wide  before  them,  and  the  enemy  posted  behind  woods  and  rocks 
on  the  opposite  side.  Spite  of  a  heavy  artillery  fire  and  a  nearer 
fire  of  musketry,  Grover's  division,  including  the  Iowa  regi- 
ments, charged  and  stormed  on  Early's  first  line^  completely 
carrying  it  and  killing  and  capturing  many.  The  rebel  general 
saw  the  day  was  lost  unless  the  line  could  be  recovered,  and  with 
tremendous  ferocity,  two  fresh  divisions  were  hurled  on  to  the 
victors,  while  troops  hitherto  concealed,  opened  with  musketry 
on  their  flank.  Gen.  Grover  s  line,  and  with  it  the  division  of 
Gen.  Ricketts,  gave  way,  falling  back  with  very  great  loss. 
Whole  brigades  went  to  pieces,  and  regiments  melted  for  a  little 
time  into  mere  squads  of  flying  and  wounded  men. 

The  day  seemed  hopelessly  lost.  And  yet  these  were  not  the 
men  to  run  from  a  battle  field.  Hot  as  the  fire  was  under  which 
they  fell  back,  the  re-forming  of  the  line  at  once  commenced. 
Among  the  broken  pieces  of  regiments  falling  slowly  rearwards 
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was  a  squad  of  a  dozen  men  under  Gapt.  Rigby  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Iowa.  Coming  up  to  a  battery,  the  little  line  halted, 
about-faced,  and  gave  three  rousing  cheers.  Instantly  others 
were  on  that  line — and  others,  and  soon  whole  battalions  were 
rallied  and  ready  to  move  back  over  the  valley  from  which  they 
had  been  driven. 

On  the  left,  the  Sixth  corps  also  had  been  repulsed,  but  were 
now  holding  the  enemy  at  bay.  At  3  p.  k.,  the  Rebels  made  a 
tremendous  onslaught  on  the  center  and  right,  but  were  hurled 
back  with  great  loss.  Again,  by  4  p.  k.,  another  heavy  rebel 
line  massed  preparatory  for  an  assault.  Destruction  seemed 
waiting  the  federal  line,  but  at  that  moment  was  seen  the 
column  of  Qen.  Crook  and  his  Eighth  corps  moving,  to  strike 
the  Rebels  on  their  left  flank  and  rear.  Crook^s  column  and  a 
fi^reat  body  of  cavalry  came  with  a  rush.  There  was  a  crash  of 
musketry,  and  then  again  the  lines  of  Grover^s  division  and  the 
rest  of  the  Nineteenth  and  the  Sixth  corps  sweep  over  the  valley 
like  an  avalanche.  In  twenty  minutes,  Earljr's  fierce  fighting 
Rebels  are  on  the  run.  The  guns  of  the  union  army  vomit 
a  storm  of  iron  into  the  retreating  columns  and  the  victorious 
cavalry  follow  the  flying  masses  and  hurl  them  beyond  Win- 
chester.   Darkness  ends  the  pursuit. 

The  losses  at  Winchester  have  been  very  bloody  on  both  sides. 
Sheridan  has  had  nearly  5,000  killed  and  wounded,  including 
many  high  officers.  The  brave  Nineteenth  corps  alone  has  lost 
1,956  men  killed  and  wounded.  Shunk^s  and  Moliiieux's  brig- 
ades, with  the  Iowa  men,  only  2,462  strong,  have  lost  859,  or 
more  than  a  third  of  their  force. 

The  rebel  loss  is  estimated  at  4,000.  Early,  too,  has  lost  sev- 
eral of  his  best  commanders,  and  with  them  he  has  lost  the 
battle  of  Winchester. 

At  Fisher's  Hill,  eight  miles  back  of  Winchester,  Early  halted 
in  a  position  known  to  be  the  strongest  in  the  whole  valley.  In 
two  short  days  Sheridan's  victorious  army  was  at  his  throat 
again.  The  same  tactics  were  pursued  as  before — a  strong 
ault  on  the  center  and  a  tremendous  infantry  and  cavalry 
dash  on  the  left  flank.     It  was  only  a  matter  of  a  couple  of 
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hoan,  and  the  rebel  anny  at  Fisher^s  Hill  saffnred  the  fate  of 
¥naehe8ter. 

Early,  defeated  and  demoralised,  with  great  loae  of  prisoners, 
artillery  and  trains,  left  the  Talley  and  fled  to  the  mountains. 
Fidier^s  Hill  had  only  been  the  calminationi  or  crowning 
pdnt  of  the  battle  of  Winchester.  Sheridan  lost  some  400 
men  at  this  dosing  fight.    Early  had  lost  1,400. 

The  anion  cavalry  poshed  on  np  the  yalley  all  the  way  to 
Strasbnrg,  and  when  it  returned  to  camp  at  Winchester,  there 
was  nothing  left  of  the  rich  garden  of  Virginia,  the  granary 
of  the  Confederacy,  bat  desolated  homes.  The  bams,  the  mills, 
the  factories,  the  foundries— everything  in  short,  that  could  in 
aoj  possible  way  aid  in  supporting  Lee^s  army,  was  given  to  the 
flames.  One  more  stroke,  and  the  Shenandoah  valley,  as  a  vrar 
Iselor,  was  to  be  done  for. 

Iowa's  three  regiments  in  that  bloody  battle  of  Winchester 
kail  done  some  terrible  fighting.  Their  losses  irere  very  severe, 
but  tbmr  valor  won  on  new  fields  additional  renown  for  the  state 
fli^y  bailed  from. 

The  Twenty-second  Iowa  occuped  one  of  the  most  desperate 
positions  on  the  field.  It  charged  for  almost  a  mile  through  an 
open  field  under  a  galling  fire  and  without  protection  of  any 
kind,  while  others  of  the  troops  were  more  or  less  shielded  by 
ihe  nature  of  the  ground.  Though  driven  back,  like  its  com- 
ndsa,  it  rallied  under  fire  and  helped  to  drive  the  enemy  in  fear- 
fal  rout  Its  losses  were  108,  mostly  killed  and  wounded. 
Oaptains  D.  J.  Davis,  B.  D.  Parks  and  Sergeant  Hqor  Bemley 
instantly  killed  at  the  post  of  honor.  Lt-CoL  E.  0.  White 
wounded  in  the  face  by  a  piece  of  shell,  and  Lieut.  James 
A*  Boarts  received  a  death  wound.  Lieutenants  Hull  and 
Jones  were  taken  prisoners.  All  the  officers  of  the  regiment 
wen  mentioned  for  gallantry  or  for  duty  well  done.*  And  the 
privates,  whose  names  seldom  figure  in  the  rolls,  were  not  less 


iDcloded  Col.  Graham,  Lt.-CoL  White,  M^j.  Qeorkee,  Captains 

Mollini,  Humphrey,  Cree,  Clark,  Shockey,  Hartly  and  Mortman;  Lieo- 
Tombull,  Davis,  Noedham.  Messenger  and  Chandler,  as  well  as 
Shrader,  Quartermaster  Sterling,  Hospital   Steward   Ealy  and 
Sergeant  Brown. 
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distinguished  for  their  valor.  They  were  the  men  who,  of  all 
others,  had  climbed  over  the  fiery  walls  of  Vieksburg  in  the  pre- 
vious year.  Col.  Harvey  Graham  had  the  honor  of  leading  these 
brave  men  in  the  battle  of  Winchester. 

Fighting  in  the  same  division  with  the  Twenty-second,  were 
the  Twenty-fourth  and  the  Twenty-eighth  Iowa,  the  two  latter 
brigaded  together  with  the  Eighth  and  Eighteenth  Indiana, 
and  all  led  by  Col.  Shunk  of  the  Eighth  Indiana.  The  charge 
made  by  these  regiments  and  the  terrible  fighting  they  ezperi- 
enced  did  not  diiFer  much  from  the  charging,  the  retiring  and  the 
advancing  again  experienced  by  the  Twenty-second.  The  whole 
division  was  led  into  the  same  galling  fire  that  poured  out  from 
the  rebel  lines  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley.  After  the  charge 
over  the  valley,  the  recoil  and  the  second  advance,  these  regi- 
ments held  their  ground  for  two  long  hours  under  a  terribly 
destructive  fire  of  artillery  on  front  and  flank.  A  more  difficult 
position  cannot  be  imagined  than  a  line  of  troops  too  far  away 
to  greatly  injure  the  enemy  and  yet  subjected  to  the  constant 
and  terrible  fire  of  his  cannon. 

Four  of  the  line  officers  of  the  Twenty-fourth,  Captains  Rigby, 
Smith  and  Martin,  and  Lieut.  Lucas,  with  their  commands,  had 
been  posted  at  a  dangerous  point  near  the  enemy  and  ordered  to 
hold  the  place  at  all  hazards.  In  the  recoil,  they  were  not 
relieved,  but  they  were  Iowa  soldiers  and  the  place  was 
held.  Seventy-four  officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded 
was  the  penalty  the  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  paid  for  unus- 
ual bravery  at  Winchester.  Capt.  Joseph  R.  Gould  and 
Lieut.  Sylvester  S.  Dillman,  two  of  the  bravest  and  best 
of  Iowa  men,  were  killed.  Capt.  S.  J.  McKinley  and 
Lieutenants  W.  W.  Edgington,  Royal  S.  Williams,  and 
Adjt.  Dan.  W.  Camp  were  all  severely  wounded. 

Lt.-Col.  B.  W.  Wilson  led  the  noble  Twenty-eighth  Iowa  into 
the  buttle.  It  fought  under  one  of  the  most  withering  storms 
^f  shot.  sh(41  and  canister  the  regiment  had  ever  known, — and  it 
was  a  veteran  regiment,  victor  in  many  battles.  Nearly  90  of 
the  brave  officers  and  men  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Iowa  were 
killed  and  wounded.     Half  the  line  officers  present  were  shot 
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down  in  the  fierce  charge.  "  Not  an  officer  flindied — not  a  man 
gave  wt^,"  said  the  brave  lieatenant  colonel  in  hia  leport,  and 
the  liat  <rf  the  slain  shows  how  nobly  they  fought.  Uapt  Scott 
Honaeworth  and  Capt  John  E.  Palmer  were  killed — brave,  noble, 
much  loved  men.  Their  death  cast  a  pall  of  gloom  over  the 
whola  regiment.  AdjL  Joseph  Q.  Strong,  Gapt.  J,  W.  Carr,  Lieu- 
touuitB  Chas.  E.  Harerly,  D.  S.  Dean  and  J.  C.  Summers  were 
■11  severely  wounded.  Lees  severely,  were  Gapt.  J.  B.  Wilson 
aiidLientH.O*Hair. 

All  of  these  Iowa  regiments  did  their  fall  doty  in  the  fight  at 
Rsher's  Hilt  that  followed  so  qnickly  on  the  heels  of  Winoheft- 
ter,  bnt  Fisher's  Hill  was  a  short  contest  and  an  easy  victory. 
Only  a  few^harely  a  dozen  men,  were  lost  in  the  three  regiments, 
and  yet  the  Twenty-eighth  had  made  a  dashing  charge  on  the 
•Demy's  works,  driven  him  and  captured  a  battery. 

For  a  month  almost,  Sheridan's  army  had  a  rest — a  time  to 
write  letters,  to  read  letters,  to  get  sapplies,  to  drill,  and  to 
mfoiee  over  the  waning  hopes  of  the  Confederacy.    It  had  fallen 
bask  to  the  left  or  north  side  of  Cedar  Creek,  and  Sheridan  had 
gone  to  Washington  on  an  important  errand. 
Eariy,  full  of  chagrin  at  all  his  recent  disasters,  resolved  on  a 
I  desperate  effort  to  wipe  ont  the  disgrace  to  his  army.     Lee,  too, 
)  felt  keenly  the  discomfiture  of  his  Valley  commander,  and  sent 
I  him  some  re-enforcements.    Early  himself  had  rallied  and  com- 
I  plotely  reorganized  his  whole  army,  and  now  occupied  the  old 
I  Uuea  about  Fisher's  Hill,  some  five  or  six  miles  in  front  of  Sher* 
'  idan  on  Cedar  Creek.    Every  day  brought  its  skirmishes  and 
reeonnoisBances  on  the  part  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  two 
armies.    By  accident,  Early  learned  of  Sheridan's  absence  from 
hi*  array,  and  now  was  his  moment  to  strike.    He  bad  it  given 
out  that  he  was  about  to  retreat  up  the  valley,  and,  in  fact,  a 
rrconnoissance  of  some  of  the  union  forces  on  the  18th  of  October 
allowed  one  of  his  positions  deserted.     Gen.  Wright,  command- 
ing in  Sheridan's  short  absence,  determined  to  know  definitely  as 
'   to  Early's  retreating,  and  ordered  a  heavy  reconnousance  to  take 
I  plaea  at  daylight  of  the  19th. 

Sheridan's  forces  lay  on  the  ridges  just  north  of  the  creek — 
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the  Sixth  corps  to  the  right,  the  Nineteenth  in  the  center  and 
the  Eighth  to  the  left.  The  lines  were  in  echelon,  the  Sixth 
corps  being  considerably  advanced  on  the  left.  Just  before  day- 
light on  the  cold  and  misty  morning  of  the  19th  of  October, 
while  the  troops  of  a  part  of  the  Nineteenth  corps  that  were  to 
march  out  on  the  reconnoissance  stood  shi?ering  in  the  ranks* 
some  of  the  pickets  of  the  Sixth  corps  at  the  left  heard  a  mys- 
terious tramping  in  the  woods  that  sounded  like  the  marching 
of  thousands  of  feet.    Word  was  hurried  to  the  rear. 

It  was  too  late — the  union  army  was  surprised.  Instantly  the 
battle  commenced  on  the  left,  and  the  Sixth  corps  men,  whose 
guns,  many  of  them,  had  not  been  loaded  even,  were  soon  in  a 
rout  flying  rearwards.  Part  of  the  Nineteenth  corps,  Grover^s 
division,  including  the  Iowa  regiments,  was  hurried  over  to  the 
left  to  the  aid  of  the  Sixth,  with  orders  to  hold  a  ridge  there  at 
all  hazards.  The  panic-stricken  men  of  the  Sixth  corps  and,  soon, 
the  noise  of  the  old  rebel  yell,  were  not  pleasant  things  to  meet 
a  body  of  soldiers  going  into  battle;  but  heedless  of  panic  and 
heedless  of  rebel  yells,  the  division  advanced  and  opened  a  heavy 
fire  on  the  gray  lines  rushing  and  yelling  through  the  grayer 
fog.  It  was  of  no  use — the  position  was  soon  .flanked,  and  the 
rebel  yell  was  soon  changed  to  a  cry  of  ^^Surrender!^*  Instantly 
the  order  was  given  to  fall  back,  and  the  line  went  rearwards 
through  an  enfilading  fire,  so  terrific,  said  an  Iowa  participant,* 
''that  it  seemed  as  if  it  would  sweep  us  off  the  earth.  Men  fell 
like  grass  before  the  sickle,  but  the  retreat  continued  and  grew 
into  something  like  a  rout.  Half  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  our  first 
position  we  made  an  attempt  to  rally,  but  the  fianking  column 
were  upon  us  again  and  the  retreat  continued.  In  crossing  a 
small  stream  with  high,  steep  banks  and  filled  with  mules,  wag- 
ons, etc.,  our  disorder  was  complete.  While  thus  retreating,  the 
rapid  firing  of  our  batteries  in  our  camp  told  us  of  a  desperate 
conflict  there — and  now  the  silence  told  of  the  capture  of  the 
guns.      It  was  a  dark  hour." 

So  indeed  it  was.    But  soon  the  Sixth  army  corps  from  the 
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right,  with  45  regiments  of  infantry,  and  24  cannon,  were  seen 
moying  up  to  the  battle  in  splendid  array.  The  defeated  Nine- 
teenth corps  moved  back  behind  these  fresh  troops,  and  hurried 
to  reorganize  their  lines.  In  half  an  hour  the  crash  came  against 
the  splendid  Sixth  corps,  which,  spite  of  some  fine  fighting,  was 
gradually  beaten  back  with  a  loss  of  half  its  artillery.  It  took 
its  new  position  at  the  right  of  the  Nineteenth,  and  soon  the 
whole  line  then  suffered  from  a  terrific  cannonading  by  40 
rebel  guns  massed  at  the  point  from  which  the  Sixth  corps  had 
just  fallen  back.  Then  came  a  lull  in  the  battle  storm.  The 
fighting  of  the  Sixth  corps  had  checked  the  enemy.  The  battle 
of  the  morning  was  o?er. 

At  that  moment  Sheridan  dashed  on  to  the  field  from  his  race  of 
twenty  miles  from  Winchester  town.  The  night  before  he  had  got 
as  far  as  Winchester  on  his  return  from  Washington,  and  all  that 
night,  while  Early *s  rebel  columns  were  creeping  up  on  to  the 
flanks  of  the  union  army,  and  all  that  early  twilight  of  the 
19th,  when  his  brave  men  were  being  routed  and  driven  in 
disaster,  Sheridan  was  peacefully,  unconsciously  sleeping.  No 
wonder  he  mounted  his  charger  when,  at  9  o^clock,  the  sound 
of  distant  battle  was  heard.  No  wonder  his  galloping  steed 
still  hurried  when  the  leader  met  the  fugitives  flying  from 
his  defeated  army.  Once  on  the  field,  his  very  presence 
reassured  the  men;  but  there  was  no  sudden  about-facing — no 
terrible  oaths — no  hurling  of  columns  on  the  victorious  foe. 
All  that  is  the  romance  of  the  poet.  The  battle  had  been  lost; 
but  the  foe  was  checked,  and  Sheridan  simply  prepared  to  fight 
again.  Up  and  down  the  lines  he  n^de,  cheering  the  men  and 
coanseling  the  cunimandens.  A  new  line  was  formed,  a  little 
rearward,  and  this  time  with  the  Nineteenth  corps  and  the  Iowa 
regiments  al  the  right.  At  noon  there  was  still  the  lull  in  the 
storm,  save  the  occasional  skirmishing,  or  the  heavy  artillery 
firing  of  the  RebeU  on  Sheridan's  men  moving  into  position. 

It  was  about  1  o'clock,  and  Sheridan's  lines  were  suflSciently 
in  order  to  repulse  an  attack  on  the  Nineteenth  and  a  part  of  the 
Sixth  corps.  By  4  o'clock,  Sheridan  was  ready  to  advance  and 
deliver  the  attack  liim-^elf.     The  signal  sounded  and  the  whole 
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union  line  responded  with  a  charge.  The  new  battle  had  began. 
Every  division,  every  brigade,  every  regiment,  confident  of  vie- 
tory,  dashed  on  to  the  rebel  lines,  drove  them  from  the  stone 
walls  and  fences  where  they  stood,  and  before  night  had  them  in 
a  panic,  routed  and  flying  with  a  complete  loss  of  trains  and 
artillery.    Not  since  Bull  Run  had  such  a  rout  been  seen. 

Sheridan's  army,  so  defeated  in  the  morning,  were  by  evening 
the  victors  of  one  of  the  most  famous  battles  of  the  war.  They 
had  been  surprised — but  they  had  been  heroes  all  the  more,  in 
plucking  victory  from  such  defeat.  Gen.  Early  lost  everything, 
and  retreated  with  a  single  cannon.  The  annals  of  war  seldom 
relate  a  completer  victory  than  fell  to  the  union  arms.  The 
valley  was  free. 

And  what  had  the  Iowa  regiments  done  at  Cedar  Creek? 
They  were  a  part  of  the  hardest  fighting  division  on  that  bloody 
field.  It  happened  that  they  were  in  line  when  the  alarm  wtL% 
given,  before  daylight  that  morning.  They  staid  in  line  and  at 
the  fighting  front  all  that  battle  day,  and  joined  in  the  pursuit 
of  the  panic  stricken  rebel  army  in  the  evening. 

The  Twenty-second,  led  by  Col.  Harvey  Graham,  lost  72  offi- 
cers and  men  that  day — some  50  of  whom  were  killed  and 
wounded.  Among  the  latter  were  Captains  Lafayette  F.  Mul- 
lins,  Alfred  B.  Cree,  Charles  Hartley  and  Geo.  W.  Clark,  and 
Lieutenants  Edward  J.  Dudley  and  Nicholas  E.  Messenger. 
Lieut.  Robert  W.  Davis  and  Capt.  W.  W.  Morsman  were 
captured. 

The  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  was  led  in  the  battle  by  Lt.-Col.  J.  Q. 
WiMs  until  a  mortal  wound  took  that  brave  officer  and  noble 
man  from  the  field.  He  was  at  once  succeeded  by  Maj.  Ed 
Wright,  one  of  the  bravest,  best  known  and  most  esteemed  offi- 
cers of  Iowa.  Wright  himself  was  shortly  wounded  in  arm  and 
hip,  and  for  a  short  time  was  hors  de  combat.  Temporarily, 
Capt.  L.  Chirk  was  in  command,  but  Maj.  Wright  soon  resumed 
his  post  and  led  tlie  regiment  through  the  vicissitudes  of  that 
fierce  day.  Both  in  the  early  morning  and  in  the  afternoon  the 
Twenty-fourth  Iowa  fought  bravely  on  the  front  line,  gathering 
to  itself  new  laurels  dimmed  only  by  the  grief  for  many  fallen 
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eomrtdei.  Ninety-three  of  the  regiment  were  dead,  wounded  or 
captared  at  the  doee  of  the  contest.  Among  the  woanded  were 
the  following  officers:  Lt-Gol.  John  Q.  Wilds  (mortally),  Hq. 
Ed  Wright,  Captains  Abraham  R.  Knott,  Edwin  H.  Pound, 
Aaron  M.  LoomiB,  Lieut  Christian  H.  Eurts.  Capt  Wm.  W. 
Smith  and  Lieut  Charles  Davis  were  captured. 

The  Twenty^hth  Iowa,  led  by  Lt-Col.  Wilson  until 
wounded,  then  by  Maj.  John  Meyer,  of  Newton,  one  of  the  staters 
sinoerest  patriots  and  brayest  men,  was  on  the  battle  line  before 
daylight  It  was  marched  to  a  hill  beyond  the  Winches- 
ter turnpike  with  orders  to  hold  the  crest,  if  possible. 
It  was  not  possible.  The  regiments  sent  to  support  the 
Tweniy-eighth  on  the  right  could  not  rally  to  the  line 
imder  the  heavy  fire,  so  that  Meyer's  men  were  soon 
flanked  by  a  heavy  force  and  in  utmost  danger  of  capture. 
For  one-third  of  a  mile,  the  regiment  double-quicked  to  escape 
dastruetion,  passing  through  a  terrible  fire  of  musketry.  In  this 
nireat  of  but  a  few  minutes  duration,  6  men  were  killed  and 
neariy  40  wounded.  Half  a  mile  to  the  rear  the  line  rallied  and 
for  a  moment  checked  the  oncoming  foe,  but  it  was  at  the  sacri- 
flee  of  Capt  Riemeuschneider  slain  and  the  gallant  Lt-Col. 
Wilson  wounded. 

In  the  fight  of  the  afternoon,  the  Twenty-fourth  and  the 
Twenty-eighth  Iowa  form  the  connecting  link  between  the 
Sixth  and  the  Nineteenth  army  corps.  *^  The  awful  scene  opens,^* 
Si^  Msj.  Meyer.  ^^  We  notice  nothing  except  our  own  com- 
Blinds,  and  the  enemy  in  front.  No  officers  ever  did  better,  nor 
any  sddiers  ever  fought  more  bravely  than  did  those  of  my 
command  in  that  hour  which  turned  our  defeat  into  a  glo- 
rious victory.  We  press  forward — the  enemy  jrields^ — he  flees. 
The  victory  is  won.  The  rout  transcends  all  others  of  the  war. 
It  seems  so  cruel,  yet  so  satisfactory  to  the  loyal  heart,  to  see 
our  boys  drop  the  running  foe,  and  when  he  gets  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  rifles  of  the  infantry,  to  see  the  cavalry  plunge  with 
tludr  carbines,  revolvers  and  sabres  right  into  the  disorganized 
mass  of  traitors,  to  kill,  to  terrify,  and  to  scatter  them  in  all 

directions.    But  the  battle  is  over  at  last — the  men  reach  camp. 
I.  W.  T.— 25 
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It  is  cold  and  dark.  The  mind  grows  calm.  Sadness  and  solem- 
nity  come  over  all.  The  last  struggles  of  our  heroic  dead — our 
brave  comrades,  are  forever  engraved  on  our  memories.  In  after 
years  we  invite  all  interested  in  the  Twenty-eighth  Iowa,  as  they 
pass  on  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  just  before  they  cross 
Cedar  Creek,  to  pause  and  read  the  names  over  the  nine  graves 
ot  the  killed  of  the  regiment  on  that  day.  They,  with  those 
mortally  wounded,  and  the  crippled  and  scarred  for  life,  are  some 
3f  the  tokens  of  the  unflinching  fidelity  of  the  regiment  to  an 
undivided  nationality.**  So  it  was  with  all  the  Iowa  regiments 
on  that  battle  field.  So  it  was  on  all  of  lowa^s  battle  fields^ — the 
slaughtered  sons,  the  untold  graves,  were  the  signs  of  the  staters 
levotion  to  the  Union. 

The  total  loss  of  the  Twenty-eighth  was  93—9  killed,  7S 
grounded  and  11  missing.  Among  the  officers  killed  or  wounded 
were  the  brave  Lt.-Col.  Wilson  who  led  until  shot  down  severely 
(bounded  while  trying  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  after  the  first 
recoil,  and  Capt.  Kiemenschneider  killed  at  the  same  moment. 
Lieut.  Charles  P.  N.  Barker  was  also  wounded.  So  many  behaved 
bravely,  special  mention  was  made  of  none. 

Cedar  Creek  was  a  great  victory  but  it  had  cost  us  dearly. 
Sheridan  lost  5,764  men  in  the  battle  and  very  many  valuable 
)fficers.  The  Nineteenth  corps  alone,  where  the  Iowa  men 
fought,  lost  nearly  2,500.  There  was  a  total  of  569  killed  on  the 
inion  side.  Early's  losses  will  never  be  known  exactly,  but  his 
irmy  was  nearly  destroyed.  The  victory  made  Sheridan  a  major 
jreneral  in  the  regular  army,  and  stamped  him  as  one  of  the  great 
iaptains  of  the  ag<;.  All  over  the  North,  cannon  were  fired,  bells 
•ungand  thanks  given  to  God  for  the  victory  in  the  Shenandoah 
valley.  Iowa  wiis  justly  proud  of  the  honors  won  for  her  by 
aer  three  brave  regiments — the  only  Iowa  regiments  that  had 
3ver  fired  a  gun  in  the  eastern  army. 


CHAPTER  XXXL 

•Wna  SHBRIUH  IN  THE  CABOUHAS. 
Jatuiart-Aprii,  IMS. 

tsm  uxat  lomt  i^mentg  thit  had  nuzched  with  Shemuui  to 

As  HA,  also  marched  with  him  in  the  campuga  through  the 

Oandinaa.    It  waa  the  cloaing  campaign  of  the  Giril  War;  a 

CMnpaign,  not  so  much  of  hard  battles,  as  o(  hard  maicbing, 

gnat  expostue  and  of  extreme  hardship.    It  was  a  march  fin 

bandied  miles  long,  made  in  midwinter  of  an  extraordinarily 

Ufllemsnt  year.    It  rained  nearly  all  the  time.    The  hundreds  of 

cneka  fay  the  way  wen  swollen  into  riren — the  riTeis  reached 

OTST  their  hoaodaries  and  often  resembled  lalna.    The  swamps, 

innnmerable  in  number,  and  alw^a  difficult  of  passage,  were 

^^^H     deeper  and  broader  than  ever,  bridgeleas  and  almost  impassable. 

^^^^T     111*  zo*da,  nerer  good,  were  qoagmires  for  the  whole  five  hnn- 

W  dnd  miles.      Scarcely   a  rod  in  the  lowlands  but  had  to  be 

I  Mfei«d  with  cordaroy  bridges  before  being  passable  for  trains  or 

I  atilleiy.    Add  to  it  all,  ereiy  riTer-croesing,  every  swamp  and 

I  emy  vantage  point  of  any  kind  was  ohatracted  and  defended  by 

I  a  alert  and  active  enemy.    Sherman  was  marching  for  the  rear 

I  of  Lee*s  army.    Lee  knew  it,  and  every  obstacle  at  the  disposal 

I  4I  the  South  w&B  to  be  thrown  in  the  invader's  way.    Sherman's 

I  wjy  besides,  was  marching  on  to  the  sacred  soil  of  South  Caro- 

I  lilUk    This  fact  alone  was  enongh  to  fire  the  last  drop  of  blood 

I  Is  the  Boathem  Confederacy — a  Confederacy  bom  on  the  very 

L  mSU  end  within  a  htindred  miles  of  the  very  spot  where  Sher^ 

^^^^1      ittaa's  soldiers  were  about  to  bury  it  out  of  sight  forever. 

^^^H         Once  more  the  cry,   "Sherniao's  armr  must   be  destroyed," 

^^^H     nnt  np  in  all  the  South,  and  superhuman  efforts  were  made  to 

^^^H     eolleet  an  invincible  army  in  his  front.    Oen.  Joseph  E.  John- 

^^H  (387) 
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ston,  the  capable  leader  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  was  shortly 
restored  to  command.  Wade  Hampton,  the  true  blue  cavalryman 
of  South  Carolina,  was  hurried  out  of  Virginia  to  rush  home  and 
save  his  state  from  the  hands  of  the  barbarian.  Hardee,  Beaure- 
gard and  other  generals  famed  in  the  South,  were  to  collect  and 
rally  their  commands  and  lead  a  forlorn  hope.  They  had,  in 
fact,  reached  ^^  the  last  ditch.^*  It  was  right  there  behind  them, 
and  they  were  about  to  wave  a  farewell  to  the  world  and  fall 
into  it. 

On  the  1st  day  of  February,  1865,  in  the  rain,  the  mud  and 
the  storm,  Sherman's  army,  with  a  cheer,  started  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Savannah  for  South  Carolina.  Gen.  Slocum,  com- 
manding the  left  wing,  crossed  the  Savannah  river  at  Sister's 
Ferry,  where  the  stream  was  three  miles  wide,  owing  to  the  floods 
of  rain.  Howard,  with  the  right  wing  of  the  army,  had  gone  to 
Pocotaligo,  and  was  to  start  from  there.  The  two  parts  of  the 
army  were  to  unite  at  Branchville — this  with  a  view  to  march- 
ing first  on  the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  and  next  on  Ooldsboro 
and  the  capital  of  North  Carolina.  Gen.  Grant  had  sent  other 
troops  to  garrison  Savannah,  while  Sherman's  men,  spite  of  the 
tempestuous  weather,  waded  into  the  swamps  and  jungles  of  the 
South  with  light  hearts.  They  marched  with  the  same  spirit  as 
their  general,  believing  that  the  end  was  nigh. 

The  Iowa  regiments,  and  there  were  eleven  of  them,  were 
mostly  in  the  right  wing  with  Howard,  marching  in  the  Fif- 
teenth corps  un<ler  Logan,  or  the  Seventeenth  corps  under  Blair. 

"All  the  roads  northward,"  says  Sherman,  *'had  for  weeks  been 
held  by  Whoeler's  cavalry,  that  had,  by  details  of  negro  laborers, 
felltnl  trees,  burned  ])ridge8  and  made  obstructions  to  impede  our 
march.  But  so  well  organized  were  our  pioneer  battalions,  and 
so  strong  and  intelligent  our  men,  that  obstructions  seemed  only 
to  quicken  their  progress.  Felled  trees  were  removed  and 
bridges  rebuilt  by  the  heads  of  columns,  before  the  rear  could 
close  up/' 

On  reaching  the  Salkahatchie  river  the  opposite  shore  was 
found  to  be  strongly  held  by  the  enemy's  infantry  and  artillery 
in  intrenchnients.     This  was  especially  the  case  at  the  crossings 
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known  as  Riyers*  and  Beaufort^s  bridges.  Sherman,  howerer, 
not  proposing  to  be  checked,  ordered  both  crossings  to  be  car- 
ried by  Blair's  Seventeenth  army  corps  and  the  Fifteenth  corps 
of  Oen.  Logan. 

The  work  of  taking  Rivers*  Bridge  fell  to  the  divisions  of 
Mower  and  Oiles  A.  Smith — the  latter  containing  the  Eleventh, 
Thirteenth,  Fifteeth  and  Sixteenth  regiments  from  Iowa  under 
Belknap.  There  was  but  one  way  to  reach  the  other  side.  Cold 
and  bitter  as  the  weather  was,  the  soldiers,  after  receiving  an 
extra  twenty  rounds  of  ammunition,  entered  the  swamp.  The 
water  was  from  two  to  four  feet  deep  and  nearly  two  miles  wide, 
running  amidst  a  dense  cypress  forest  with  thick  underbrush 
and  myriads  of  tangled  vines.  The  river  was  simply  a  two 
mile  jungle  with  water  waist  deep,  and  an  alert  foe  watching  on 
the  other  side.  The  commanders  of  the  divisions  and  the 
brigades  dismounted  from  their  horses  and  waded  into  the  water 
at  the  heads  of  their  columns.  The  crossing  lasted  an  hour  and 
a  half  and  under  a  fire  of  artillery  from  the  rebel  guns  at 
Rivers'  Bridge. 

The  Fifteenth  Iowa,  at  the  head  of  the  wading  column,  had 
scarcely  reached  the  shore  when  it  was  attacked  by  a  force  of 
cavalry  and  infantry  posted  at  the  edge  of  a  field.  Without 
waiting  orders,  the  regiment  formed  ranks  and  wheeling 
toward  the  enemy,  opened  a  fire  that  soon  drove  him  from 
the  field.  Rivers'  Bridge  hud  been  flanked  by  this  movement 
through  the  swamp,  and  that  night  the  whole  line  of  the  Salk- 
ahatchie  was  abandoned.  In  the  movement  crossing  the  swamp, 
1  officer  and  17  men  had  been  killed  and  70  wounded. 

At  about  the  same  time  the  crossing  at  Beaufort's  Bridge  had 
been  flanked  and  secured,  und  the  Little  Salkabatchie  was  waded 
through  by  part  of  the  Fifteenth  corps,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  Seventeenth  corps  had  crossed  near  Rivers'  Bridge. 
Twelve  hundred  ReWs  were  in  intrench  men  ts  defending  the 
crossing  at  Beaufort's  Bridg«\  but  the  Third  division,  with  the 
Tenth  Iowa  at  its  head,  deployed  jls  skirmishers,  waded  through 
the  stream  and  drove  them  to  flight.  The  lo^s  had  Ixmmi  very 
alight. 
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Stone's  Iowa  brigade  of  the  Fourth,  Ninth,  Twenty-fifth 
Thirtieth  and  Thirty-first  regiments  performed  a  similar  feat 
on  the  15th  of  the  month  by  wading  through  a  cypress  swamp 
and  securing  the  fort  and  bridge  at  the  crossing  of  the  Little 
Congaree,  not  far  from  Orangeberg.'*' 

In  this  encounter,  the  Fourth  Iowa,  led  by  Lt.-Gol.  Nich- 
ols, plunged  into  a  bayou  waist  deep  in  water  and  three 
hundred  yards  wide.  At  the  same  time  a  strong  out- 
post of  the  enemy  was  charged  and  driven  by  a  part 
of  the  Fourth  and  Ninth  Iowa  regiments  under  Maj.  Anderson 
and  Capt.  Bowman.  Nichols,  Bowman  and  Anderson,  all 
received  mention  by  the  brigade  commander  for  gallantry. 

By  the  16th  of  February,  Sherman's  whole  army  was  in  front 
of  Columbia.  The  pulses  of  the  soldiers  beat  high  to  know  that 
there  at  their  feet,  almost,  lay  the  city  where  had  been  hatched 
all  the  treason  of  half  a  century.  Columbia,  of  all  the  places 
in  the  South,  had  cried  for  ^^  war."  She  was  about  to  receire 
war,  and  in  a  very  full  measure.  So  far,  Columbia  had  never 
seen  a  union  soldier  except  as  prisoner  of  war — and  these,  her 
citizens,  her  militia  and  her  soldiers  had  treated  with  a  bar- 
barity that  would  have  shamed  savages.  The  writer  was  one 
of  those  who  had  shared  Columbia's  hospitality  to  her  prisoners 
captured  in  honorable  battle.  Many  months,  and  with  a  thous- 
and comrades,  he  had  endured  in  a  prison  pen,  an  open  field  at 
Columbia,  all  the  horrors  of  an  exposure  to  rain  and  cold;  had 
suffered  there,  shelterless,  without  proper  clothing,  and  almost 
without  food — suffered  the  insolent  guard,  the  shameful  indig- 
nities, the  dead  line  and  the  murderous  intent  that  starved 
human  being:?  to  death  while  parading  itself  in  the  guise  of  chiv- 
alry. He  had  seen  and  experienced  it  all,  and  witnessed  now 
something  of  the  fc^ar  and  trembling  with  which  the  citizens  of 

*One  of  the  funnit;st  of  tha-ie  aquatic  military  exploits  was  performed 
a  little  later  by  a  party  of  tlio  Second  Iowa  at  Lynch  Creek.  Tlie  stream 
was  broad  and  deep.  "  Cross  it  in  vour  own  wa^/*  said  the  commander, 
**bat  cross  it  and  k(n*p  your  powder  dry."  StrippinK  stark  naked,  the  men 
buckled  their  cartrid^  l)ozcfl  about  their  necKs,  tied  their  clothes  id 
bundles  on  the  points  of  their  bayonets  and  waded  into  the  water.  Reach* 
ing  the  oppotsitc  shore,  they  were  attacked  bv  some  rebel  ca^rv.  There 
was  no  time  for  putting  on  clothes,  and,  with  a  yell,  naked  as  th^  were* 
they  charted  and  routed  the  coming  Rebels. 
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Columbia  waited  the  coming  of  Sberman^s  army — not  as  poor, 
starved  and  naked  prisoners  of  war  whom  they  could  insult  and 
murder,  but  as  armed  and  victorious  soldiers,  with  steady  tread, 
withserried  lines  of  steel — the  stern  avengers  of  their  comrades* 
wrongs* 

The  hurrying  to  arms  and  the  planting  of  cannon  at  vantage 
points  behind  her  broad  rivers,  availed  little  against  the  veterans 
marching  on  the  city.  A  broad  river  with  burning  bridges  and 
armed  intrenchments  had  ceased  to  be  obstacles  to  the  advance 
of  that  victorious,  marching  army.  The  Saluda  river  was 
quickly  crossed,  and  at  daylight  of  the  17th  of  February,  Stone^s 
Iowa  brigade  was  over  the  broad  river  on  pontoons,  when,  after 
charging  the  enemy  and  driving  him  from  his  position  in  a 
bayou,  it  secured  the  immediate  surrender  of  the  town.  Stone^s 
regiments,  he  was  colonel  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa,  formed  the 
Third  brigade  of  the  First  division  of  the  Fifteenth  army  corps, 
and  to  his  soldiers  belongs  the  proud  distinction  of  receiving  the 
formal  surrender  of  Columbia. 

To  the  men  of  the  Thirteenth  Iowa  of  Belknap^s  brigade,  how- 
ever, belongs  the  honor  of  hoisting  the  first  union  flag  on  the 
state  capitol.  Early  that  same  morning,  Lt.-CoI.  Kennedy  of 
the  Thirteenth  Iowa,  in  the  Seventeenth  army  corps,  rigged  out 
an  old  flat  boat,  and  with  a  few  men  crossed  over  the  river  to  Col- 
umbia from  th?  west.  With  his  handful  of  men,  he  bravely 
marched  through  the  streets  of  the  town  and  planted  the  glori- 
ous flag  on  top  of  the  old  and  the  new  capitol  buildings.  It  was 
a  brave  act  and  won  distinguished  honor  for  men  and  com- 
mander. 

Stone^s  Iowa  brigade  soon  entered  the  town  and  bivouacked 
in  the  streets,  and  then  the  greater  part  of  Sherman's  army,  with 
flags  flying  and  bands  playing,  marched  through  Columbia. 
Never  so  long  as  life  la^ts  will  the  writer  forget  the  prayer  and 
the  thankfulness  with  which  he  and  a  comrade  who  had  just 
escaped  with  him  from  the  prison  i)en,  greeted  and  embraced  the 
flag  of  Stone's  brij^jidft  when  they  found  it  thrown  over  some 
muskets  stackM  in  the  street. 

That  night  Columbia  hurne'l  to  the  ground.     How  it   hap- 
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pened  and  the  scene  that  followed  was  related  by  the  writer  some 
years  since  in  an  eastern  magazine.  After  running  the  guards 
o{  the  prison,  my  comrade  and  I,  finding  a  loyal  negro,  and  snch 
were  not  hard  to  find,  were  taken  in  charge  at  his  hut,  nntil  Sherr 
man^s  army,  which  we  believed  to  be  coming,  should  approach 
and  capture  the  city. 

Few  words  were  spoken,  but  we  were  soon  loyally,  silently 
hidden  away  in  the  little  garret  of  the  good  man's  house.  There, 
among  bean-vines  and  straw,  we  again  waited  and  watched^ 
thankfully  feasting  on  the  poor  fare  the  old  negro  shared  with 
us.  ''If  Mr.  Sherman  only  gits  in,  and  I  believes  he  bound  to, 
g^emmen,  you  is  safe,''  the  old  man  assured  us. 

We  believed  Sherman  would  get  into  Columbia,  and,  although 
there  were  ominous  signs  in  the  air  and  hurrying  of  regiments 
to  and  fro  all  the  night  and  the  following  day,  we  never  lost 
hope.  We  could  not  tell  whether  the  cannon  we  heard  were 
Sherman's  or  Wade  Hampton's,  and  once  we  thought  the  sounds 
were  gradually  getting  farther  and  farther  away.  Our  friend 
was  sent  into  the  city  to  observe.  ^^Gemmen,  they  stands  round 
on  the  sidewalks,"  he  reported,  ^^and  they  looks  mighty  sullen. 
Ts  bound  to  b'lieve  they's  gwine  to  run  away."  Soon  we  saw 
troop  after  troop  hurrying  past  our  hiding-place.  Qen.  Chest- 
nut had  his  headquarters  in  the  yard  right  below  us,  and  we  saw 
him  bid  farewell  to  his  servants  and  ride  off.  Five  minute  after- 
ward one  of  those  same  servants  brought  us  a  bowl  of  bread  and 
milk  from  the  general's  kitchen.  ^'Ha!  ha!  massa,  we  jest 
knowed  3'ou  was  thar  all  de  time!  and  how  we  jest  hoped  you  get 
clean  gone!" 

The  cavalry  continued  pouring  by,  and  we  could  scarcely 
restrain  ourselves  from  springing  into  the  street.  In  a  moment 
the  black  face  of  good  old  Edward  Edwards  peered  up  through 
the  square  hole  into  the  garret.  I  shall  never  forget  the  picture 
as  he  stood  there  upon  the  ladder — an  old  gray  army-coat  on  his 
shoulders,  a  broken  cylinder  hat  on  his  head,  and  his  eyes  glovr- 
iup.  '*Gemnien,"  he  shouted,  ''gemmen,  thank  the  Lord  Almighty! 
The  stars  and  stri|)es  am  wavin'  above  the  capitol  of  South  Car- 
olina!'*   At  one  bound  we  were  down  the  ladder  and  stood  with 
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hands  clasped  in  those  of  the  old  slave,  and  thanked  GKxl  that 
not  only  we,  but  this  man  also,  were  from  this  moment  free. 

But  our  joy  and  our  haste  nearly  cost  us  our  new  liberty,  for, 
as  we  left  the  cabin,  we  were  seen  by  the  rear-guard  of  the 
retreating  cavalry.  They  were,  however,  too  busy  just  then  to 
look  after  us.  No  federal  troops  had  yet  reached  our  quarter  of 
the  town;  but,  at  the  risk  of  being  picked  up  by  stragglers  of 
tbe  rebel  army,  we  marched  down  toward  the  market-house  and 
the  square.  The  whole  street  was  lined  with  rows  of  cotton- 
bales,  cut  open  and  on  fire.  There  was  no  question  as  to  why 
they  were  there,  or  who  had  put  them  there.  It  was  in  order 
that  they  should  be  destroyed  before  falling  into  Sherman^s 
hands.  Soon  our  eyes  rested  on  the  blue  uniforms  of  the  sol- 
diers of  the  North.  They  had  just  marched  in  and  stacked  arms, 
and  there,  hanging  over  the  bayonets,  was  the  dear  old  flag  of 
the  Union.  We  kissed  and  embraced  it  I  don^t  know  what 
the  veteran  soldiers  must  have  thought  on  seeing  strong  men 
shed  tears  at  the  sight  of  a  flag.  To  us,  the  ground  seemed 
almost  too  good  to  walk  upon,  the  open  air  too  dear  to  be 
breathed  carelessly. 

What  a  sight  it  was  for  us  to  see  the  grand  old  Fifteenth 
army  corps  marching  into  the  city  with  steady  tramp,  the  bands 
playing,  and  brown  old  Johnny  Logan  riding  at  their  head! — 
Johnny  Logan,  with  whom  we  had  stormed  trenches  and  forts 
in  the  days  long  gone.  I  fear  he  did  not  hear  our  feeble  cheers 
among  the  multitude  of  loud  hurrahs.  And  then  came  Sher- 
man— glorious,  victorious  Billy  Sherman.  His  keen  eye  soon 
recognized  the  prisoners  struggling  through  the  crowd  to  thank 
him  for  their  delivery,  and  a  press  of  the  heroes  hand  seemed  to 
recompense  us  for  the  weary  days  since,  on  the  night  before  our 
capture,  he  had  encouraged  the  boys  at  the  storming  of  Mission- 
ary Bidge. 

We  two  lived  a  month  in  that  short  17th  day  of  February, 
1865.  I  think  we  shook  hands  with  a  thousand  soldiers,  with 
many  even  whom  we  had  never  seen  before.  It  seemed  to  us 
that  everybody  must  be  as  glad  to  see  us  as  we  were  to  see  them; 
and  I  don't  doubt  but  we  were  at  least  partly  right. 
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The  wind  had  been  blowing  a  horricane  since  noon,  and  flakes 
from  the  burning  cotton-bales  we  had  seen  in  the  streets  had  set 
numbers  of  the  houses  on  fire.  Probably  enough,  too,  some  of 
the  escaped  prisoners  who  had  joined  Sherman  down  about 
Branchville  on  the  march,  did  their  part  in  aiding  the  conflagrar 
tion.    Certain  it  was  that  the  city  was  on  fire  at  dark. 

The  broad,  beautiful  streets  were  lighted  as  if  it  were  day. 
The  heat  in  almost  erery  direction  was  overpowering.  The 
thousands  of  shade  trees  that  adorned  the  city  were  twisting  and 
twining  like  serpents.  All  around,  buildings  were  falling,  and 
here  and  there  loud  explosions,  followed  by  a  sudden  darting 
up  of  fresh  flames,  made  the  scene  as  splendid  and  terrible  as  a 
battle.  We  met  gray-haired  men  and  women,  followed  by  little 
children,  hurrying  toward  the  fields,  leaving  everything  they 
had  in  the  world  burning  up  behind  them.  Had  Jefferson  Davis, 
Robert  Toombs  and  Wade  Hampton  heard  the  imprecations  of 
their  own  distressed  people  on  them  that  night,  they  would  have 
wished  themselves  under  the  burning  houses. 

One  white-haired .  old  man  was  wandering  along  the  street 
perfectly  msane.  Whole  groups  of  men,  women  and  children 
stood,  like  frightened  deer,  in  spots  farthest  from  the  fire  or 
huddled  in  the  shadow  of  some  unbumed  church.  Many  believed 
that  the  elements  had  combined  with  the  invading  army  for 
their  utter  destruction.  They  thought  of  their  Confederacy 
lost,  their  proud  state  ruined,  their  beautiful  city,  their  own 
homes,  destroyed,  and  their  brothers  and  sons  defeated  and  fly- 
ing. Certainly  it  did  not  seem  as  if  daylight  could  bring  to 
Columbia  much  worth  living  for.  In  fact,  the  people,  in  utter 
despair,  were  abandoning  everything. 

I  did  not  see  a  citizen  make  an  effort  to  save  property  or  to 
extinguish  the  flames.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  night-long  exer- 
tions of  Oen.  Sherman  and  many  of  his  troops,  not  one  house 
in  Columbia  would  have  been  left  as  a  relic  of  its  existence. 

I  think  neither  of  us  had  slept  for  four  days  and  nights;  so 
we  were  little  inclined  to  resist.  Nature  was  tired  out,  and,  in 
spite  of  the  excitement  of  our  release  and  the  dreadful  surround* 
ings,  we  slept  till  10  oVlock  in  the  forenoon. 
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When  I  went  out  of  doors,  there  were  the  smoking  ruins  of 
Columbia.  Hundreds  of  people,  homeless  and  without  food,  sat 
in  front  of  the  charred  ruins  of  their  old  homes.  The  sight 
would  have  moved  a  barbarian  to  pity.  Five  hundred  houses, 
five  churches  and  a  convent  were  lying  in  ashes.  I  could  not 
help  thinking  of  what  their  own  Vice-President  had  told  (Georgia 
and  South  Carolina  would  happen  should  they  attempt  to  destroy 
the  government.  All  the  wretchedness  he  had  pictured  was 
upon  them.  Their  fields  were  wasted,  their  homes  desolate,  and 
their  sons  were  dead.  As  the  army  moved  off  to  the  North,  it 
was  followed  by  great  trains  of  wagons,  filled  with  men,  women 
and  children.  They  were  the  people  of  Columbia,  whom  Sher- 
man^s  army  was  rescuing  from  the  results  of  their  own  folly. 

Glen.  Sherman  naturally  and  rightfully  disclaimed  any  agency 
in  the  burning  of  Columbia,  much  as  his  soldiers  and  the  out- 
raged prisoners  of  war  would  have  been  justified  in  its  destruc- 
tion. ^^  Without  hesitation,*'  he  wrote,  ^^I  charge  Glen.  Wade 
Hampton  with  having  burned  his  own  city  of  Columbia — not 
with  malicious  intent  nor  as  the  silly  manifestation  of  a  silly 
Roman  stoicism,  but  from  folly  and  want  of  sense  in  filling  it 
with  lint,  tinder  and  cotton.** 

The  arsenal,  depots,  foundries,  etc.,  of  Columbia  once  in  ashes, 
Shennan^s  columns  turned  their  heads  toward  Cheraw  on  the 
Peedee  river,  threatening  as  they  marched,  Charlotte  to  the  lefti 
and  leaving  Charleston  cut  off  to  their  rear.  Nobody  in  all 
South  Carolina  knew  any  more  where  Sherman's  columns  wer^ 
going.  It  was  not  known  in  the  North  even,  for  all  communi- 
cation was  gone.  It  was  only  known  that  probably  Sherman 
was  *' smashing  things**  in  the  interior  of  South  Carolina,  as 
he  had  smashed  them  in  the  interior  of  Georgia.  The  rebel  army 
at  his  front,  in  which  there  were  more  generals  almost  than 
soldiers,  believed  him  capable  of  going  anywhere. 

Cheraw,  with  its  fine  defensive  position  and  its  great  park  of 
heavy  artillery,  fell  almost  without  a  struggle,  and  the  victorious 
army  pushed  on  through  the  mud  and  rain,  over  the  bridgeless 
streams  and  the  dark  bayous,  corduroying  the  road  beds  as  they 
went.    Hardee,  seeing  himself  cut  off  in  Charleston  and  fearing 
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the  crisis  of  a  surrender,  had  in  the  meantime  blown  up  and 
burned  up  his  beautiful  city  which  he  had  been  sent  to  protect, 
and  taken  his  flight  to  join  Beauregard  in  front  of  Sherman. 

Fayetteville  on  the  Cape  Fear  river  did  as  Gheraw  did — sur- 
rendered at  discretion.  Its  capture,  however,  had  an  air  of  the 
serio-comic.  Fayetteville,  the  home  of  chivalry,  was  captured 
by  Sherman's  ^^  bummers.^'  Its  defenders  fought  a  little,  of 
course,  but  daring  foragers  of  Sherman's  columns,  riding 
through  the  country  in  advance  of  the  army,  organized  into  a 
strong  body  and  took  the  town,  presenting  it  to  Sherman  on  his 
arrival,  in  the  name  of  the  brave  bummers  of  the  best  army  in 
Christendom.  Ignominious  fate  for  a  proud  chivalry!  Fayette- 
ville was  an  important  town,  too,  with  a  splendid  arsenal  and 
great  stores  of  arms  and  ammunition  and  machinery.***  The 
main  column  had  hardly  entered  the  town  when  the  soldiers 
heard  the  whistle  of  a  little  steamer  in  the  river.  A  couple  of 
bold  men  had  run  up  the  Cape  Fear  river  from  Wilmington  in 
a  tug.  It  was  the  first  news  from  the  North  since  the  army  had 
cut  loose  from  its  base  at  Savannah. 

That  night  an  officer  of  Sherman's  staff  f  ran  down  the  river 
in  the  tug,  and  by  ocean  steamer  carried  the  neins  of  Sherman^s 
success  in  the  Carolinas  to  Grant  at  City  Point,  Virginia.  In- 
stantly the  bonfires  blazed  again  in  the  North,  and  the  bells 
rang  for  the  victories  of  Sherman's  tramping  soldiers.  By  the 
same  messenger,  the  commanders  at  Wilmington  and  at  New- 
born received  orders  to  move  forces  and  supplies  in  the  direction 
of  Goldsboro,  where  Sherman  hoped  to  be  in  less  than  a  fort- 
night. By  the  most  stubborn  and  heroic  fighting,  Wilmington 
and  all  its  forts  had  been  taken  by  the  union  forces  a  fortnight 
before,  and  this  was  among  the  good  news  brought  to  Sherman 
in  the  tug  boat  up  the  Cape  Fear  river. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  Sherman's  columns  entered  on  the 
last  stage  of  the  campaign;  but  he  was  soon  aware  that  by  this 

*The  Kplendid  Hrsenal  at  Fayetteville  contained  the  machinery,  arms, 
etc.,  HtoI(*n  from  Harpor's  Ferry  at  an  earlier  date.  It  belonged  of  course 
to  the  United  Stat-^'s  (^vemment.  Sherman  destroyed  it  all,  as  well  as 
every  foundry,  machine  shop,  etc.,  in  the  town.    It  was  a  loss  of  millioos. 

fThe  writer. 
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time  the  enemy  was  succeeding  in  concentrating  large  forces  at 
his  front.  By  quick  marches  on  inner  lines,  a  part  of  Hood^s 
«rmy  from  Tennessee  had  reached  North  Carolina,  and  all  the 
forces  from  Charleston,  and  the  Virginians  from  Wilmington 
under  Hoke,  had  joined  those  that  had  been  falling  back  before 
Sherman  for  a  month.  A  column  of  40,000  men,  under  skillful 
leaders,  was  now  thrown  across  Sherman^s  path.  The  hardships 
of  the  campaign,  the  constant  fatigue  duty  in  building  roads, 
the  incessant  rains  and  the  long  marches,  had  told  hard  on  the 
army,  and  the  soldiers  needed  rest  and  better  clothing.  Some  of 
the  men  had  worn  the  shoes  from  their  feet  by  constant  use 
OTer  the  wretched  roads.* 

Sherman,  while  threatening  to  the  left,  marched  his  main 
army  northeast  toward  Aveysboro.  On  the  16th  of  March  the 
left  of  Slocum^s  wing,  and  Gen.  Kilpatrick^s  splendid  cavalry 
that  had  constantly  been  acting  as  a  curtain  of  protection  to 
the  army,  were  violently  attacked.  A  severe  engagement  fol- 
lowed, the  Rebels  fighting  behind  intrenchments;  but  by  night- 
fall they  were  beaten  and  left  the  field  in  the  darkness.  The 
engagement,  however,  cost  Sherman  some  600  killed  and 
wounded.    No  Iowa  troops  were  engaged. 

Two  days  afterward,  the  rebel  leaders  discovering  Sherman's 
wings  to  be  several  miles  apart,  resolved  to  attack  Slocum  again, 
and,  if  possible,  to  destroy  him  before  Howard  coilld  come  to 
his  help  with  the  right  wing  of  the  army.  The  assault  made 
in  force,  was  at  first  successful,  and  it  brought  on  the  almost 
last  important  battle  of  the  war.  It  was  on  the  i'oad  leading 
into  the  town  of  Ben  tons  vi  lie.  Gen.  Sherman  was  a  few  miles 
off,  riding  through  the  woods  toward  Howard's  army  on  the 
right,  when  Lieut.  Foraker,  a  young  ofiicer  on  Slocum's  statf, 
and  the  present  governor  of  Ohio,  galloped  up  to  tell  him  of 
the  battle  on  the  left. 

Slocum's  army  had  halted  and  thrown  up  slight  barricades, 
and  from  behind  these  had  repulsed  six  distinct  imd  heavy 
assaults  of  the  enemy.     It  was  a  determined  effort  to  crush  him. 


*The  Seventh  Iowa  had  lo  men  (entirely  barefoote<l  lH'fi)n?  the  close  of  the 
campaign. 
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Slocum's  troops  bravely  held  their  ground  till  night  fell.  Tbut 
night  two  o£  hirf  own  divisions  came  up,  and  morning  brought 
witli  it  Howjird's  troopa  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army,  AtnoDg 
them  were  the  regiments  from  Iowa. 

That  night  Johnston,  too,  intrenched,  and  with  his  anaj 
oocii])ying  the  lines  of  a  lai^e  triangle,  the  apex  at  the  front, 
waited  the  attack.  By  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  of 
March,  Shermuirs  wholo  army  confronted  the  rebel  position. 
Nevertheless,  Sherman  was  in  no  hurry  for  a  battle  and  brought 
none  on,  hut  spent  the  evening  in  pressing  up  with  his  ektr- 
ini^hers  and  shelling  the  enemy's  position. 

On  the  day  following,  one  of  Sherman's  divisions,  under  Gen. 
Mower,  on  the  right,  pushed  so  far  around  the  enemy's  flank 
:i3  to  almost  cut  off  his  only  line  of  retreat.  Fearing  a  concen- 
trated assault  on  this  division,  Sherman  ordered  a  general  attack 
by  his  skirmishers  along  the  whole  line.  It  brought  on  an  en- 
gagement in  which  the  union  line  was  successful,  and  that  night, 
in  the  darkness,  the  last  of  the  great  rebel  armies  slipped  away. 
There  had,  however,  been  some  good  fighting  during  the  day  by 
ditfercut  divisions,  and  in  it  all  the  Iowa  troops  bore  an  honor- 
able |);irt. 

The  Iowa  brigade  under  Belknap  not  only  skirmished  with 
the  lini'  In  its  front;  it  dashed  forward,  drove  the  enemy  from  his 
first  intrenchment  and  charged  a  heavy  line  of  battle,  retiring 
imly  when  overpowered.  In  that  short  charge,  25  of  the  brigade 
were  killed  or  wounded.  Lieut  Goodrell.  who  led  the  skirmish- 
ers in  th>'  tiijht,  received  the  thanks  of  the  brigade  commander 
for  skill  on  iln'  battle  field,  and  Lieutenants  Mitchell,  Rynearson 
and  Williams,  as  well  as  Capt.  Bye  of  the  Fifteenth  Iowa,  all 
received  the  ii.Tsunal  thanks  of  Qea,  Sraith  for  gallantry. 

While  manhing  over  from  its  camp  near  Cox's  bridge  to  con- 
nect with  the  Fnurteenth  corps,  the  Iowa  regiments  under  Stone 
became,  with  sum.'  other  troops,  severuly  engaged.  Thn*e  miles 
out  from  Henfonsville  the  enemy  became  stubborn  and  tiirest- 
ened  fight,  holding  the  road  along  which  the  union  line  was 
marching.  Stone  received  orders  from  Logan,  to  whose  corps  he 
belonged,  to  advance  and  clear  the  road.  The  Twenty-fifth  Iowa, 
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LL-C!oL  Palmer,  and  Sixth  Missoari,  supported  by  the  Thirtieth 
lowi,  Lt-CoL  Koberts,  and  Thirty-first  Iowa,  Lt.-GoL  Jenkins, 
charged  into  the  woods  and  drove  the  enemy  back  to  their  works 
behind  a  swamp.  The  movement  was  a  success,  and  communir 
cation  with  the  Fourteenth  corps  was  established. 

But  the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  had  lost  severely.  Among  its 
wounded  was  Capt  Allen,  the  acting  major,  who  lost  a  leg. 
Both  he  and  Lt-C!ol.  Palmer  received  the  thanks  of  the  brigade 
ecmimander  for  gallantry. 

On  the  next  day,  when  Sherman  ordered  the  general  attack  by 
all  the  union  skirmishers,  Stone^s  men,  especially  the  Fourth, 
Ninth  and  Thirtieth  Iowa,  did  some  gallant  fighting.  What 
was  intended  by  Sherman  as  a  demonstration  only,  turned,  at 
pcnnts,  into  a  battle.  Different  charges  made  on  Stone^s  line  of 
intrenehments  which  he  had  taken  from  the  enemy,  were  sig- 
nally lepuked. 

Thai  night,  Stone^s  advanced  line  was  relieved  by  the  Thiriy- 
fint  Iowa  under  Lt.-Gol.  Jenkins,  and  in  the  rain  and  darkness 
other  more  advanced  intrenehments  were  thrown  up  so  cloee  to 
the  enemy  that  their  voices  could  be  heard.  Of  the  oflBcers  who 
had  led  in  the  severe  skirmish  that  day,  Inman  of  the  Ninth 
Iowa,  Shields  of  the  Fourth,  Sharp  of  the  Ninth,  BefiSey  of  the 
Thirtieth  and  Bowman  of  the  brigade  staff,  received  mention. 
Cq>t.  Teale  of  the  Fourth  Iowa,  who  had  held  the  most  expoeed 
and  dangerous  part  of  the  line,  was  severely  wounded,  and  was 
specially  commended  for  gallantry. 

As  already  related,  the  enemy  withdrew  that  night  in  the 
darkness.  Early  in  the  morning,  while  it  was  still  dark, 
•ome  of  Stone^s  vigilant  patrols  discovered  that  the  enemy  was 
gone.  Stone  notified  the  division  commander,  and  with  the 
Thirty-first  Iowa  gave  instant  pursuit.  At  sunrise,  his  skirmishers 
fired  a  few  shots  at  the  retreating  rear  guard  of  the  rebel  army. 
Johnston  was  gone,  and  a  squad  of  Iowa  men  had  fired  the  last 
shot  in  the  last  battle  of  the  campaign. 

In  a  short  time,  April  26th,  the  whole  rebel  army  in  Sher- 
num's  front  surrendered  to  the  victorious  forces  that  had  fol- 
lowed them  during  the  war  for  thousands  of  miles  and  defeated 
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them  in  scores  of  bloody  battles.  It  had  been  a  brave  foe,  and 
worthy  of  a  better  cause.  Sherman,  recognizing  all  this,  and 
knowing  the  war  to  be  practically  over,  gave  his  prostrate  foemen 
generous  terms — terms  disapproved  in  high  quarters  then,  bnt 
such  as  the  judgment  of  time  has  pronounced  soldierly  and  emi- 
nently wise. 

The  signatures  to  the  treaty  of  surrender  were  not  written 
when  Sherman's  army  was  shocked  by  the  awful  news  of  the 
assassination  of  the  great  President.  Language  fails  to  picture  the 
feelings  of  Sherman's  soldiers.  It  is  a  monument  to  their  honor, 
discipline  and  pure  patriotism,  that  vengeance  was  not  instantly 
wreaked  on  the  rebel  army  about  to  fall  into  their  hands.  With 
bowed  heads,  though  victorious,  they  marched  on  to  Richmond 
and  to  Washington,  to  the  great  Review. 


CHAPTER  XXXIL 

THE    BATTLES    FOR    MOBILE. 

April,  ia65. 

Tn  imi  place  of  importuce  in  the  South  to  sunender  its 
■mie  was  the  extj  of  Mobile.  It  held  oat  eren  longer  than 
Biehmond.  MoUle  was  one  of  the  beet  fortified  eitiee  in  the 
Scmth.  It  waa  alao  one  of  the  rebel  army^a  beat  feedera,  being  a 
gnat  and  safe  port  for  blockade  mnnera.  Mobile  waa  aboat  the 
l«fc  dij  to  lea?e  the  Union  in  1861;  bat  once  oat,  it  determined 
to  be  in  no  harry  to  get  in  again.  The  city,  aitnated  on  the 
baantifal  bay  of  Mobile  and  at  the  moath  of  the  Mobile  riTer, 
waa  by  natare  well  defended.  The  Richmond  fortifications  were 
trifling  compared  with  the  fortifications  bailt  to  protect  Mobile. 
Gen.  Johnston  pronoanced  it  the  strongest  place  in  the  Confed- 
eracy, not  excepting  Vicksbarg.  Not  less  than  73  forts  sur- 
roanded  the  city,  with  miles  and  miles  of  breastworks  between. 
This  inclnded  the  two  enormous  walled  forts  of  Morgan  and  Ghunea 
at  the  entrance  of  Mobile  bay,  and  the  series  of  fortifications 
eaat  and  north  of  the  city,  known  as  '*'  Spanish  Fort  ^*  and  ^^  Fort 
Blakely.'' 

It  was  with  these  two  latter  works,  immense  in  siie,  and 
deemed  aboat  impregnable,  that  the  Iowa  soldiers  had  to  do  in 
the  apring  of  1865.  The  whole  world  knows  of  the  famous 
paaaage  of  the  forts  guarding  the  entrance  to  Mobile  ba}[,  in  the 
aatomn  of  1864.  It  was  one  of  the  femous  naval  victories  of 
history,  when  Admiral  Farragut,  himself  tied  to  the  mast-head 
of  the  Hartford,  ran  past  the  fearful  batteries  of  Forts  Gkdnes 
and  Morgan,  destroyed  the  rebel  fleet  in  the  bay,  and  eventually 
leoeived  the  surrender  of  the  two  frowning  citadels.     The  story 

ot  how  one  of  his  gallant  ships  went  down  with  almost  every 
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soul  on  board;  the  desperate  conflict  with  the  terrible  rebel  ram, 
and  the  awful  bombardment  his  fleet  receired  from  Morgan^s 
walls  of  fire  and  from  Gaines^s  dreadful  cannon,  is  a  stoiy  that 
will  be  remembered  by  Americans  with  pride  so  long  as  a  histoty 
or  a  tradition  of  our  land  remains. 

That  was  in  August  of  1864.  The  two  great  guards  to  Mobile 
bay  had  fallen,  the  gallant  fleet  rode  safely  in  the  harbor,  but  the 
city  of  Mobile  and  its  splendid  land  defenses  did  not  yield. 

On  the  failure  of  the  expedition  of  Banks,  or  the  Bed  rirer 
campaign,  that  general  was  succeeded  in  command  of  hk  deport* 
ment  by  Gen.  E.  B.  S.  Ganby.  In  May  of  1861,  Canbj  z6oei?ed 
instructions  to  attack  Mobile,  bnt  owing  to  the  increased  aetinty 
of  the  rebel  army  in  the  Southwest,  and  the  absolute  necessity  for 
Ganby's  forces  there,  the  morement  on  Mobile  was  postponed 
almost  a  year.    In  all  these  long  months  the  authorities  at 

»bile  did  little  but  fortify  their  city  against  what  they  wdl 
knew  would  some  day  be  a  formidable  attack.  The  place  con- 
tained 30,000  people,  and  its  strong  redoubts  and  its  long  lines 
of  breastworks  were  garrisoned  now  by  many  of  the  ooarageons 
veterans  of  Hood^s  army — men  who  had  become  hardened, 
braye  soldiers  in  such  campaigns  as  Ghattanooga  and  Atlanta. 

But  the  rebel  Confederacy  was  reeling  to  its  end,  and  at  last 
MobiWs  fatal  hour  was  coming,  too.  The  middle  of  March  saw 
an  army  concentrated  under  Gen.  Ganby,  waiting  on  Danj^iin 
Island,  at  the  mouth  of  Mobile  bay,  for  the  orders  to  march  on 
the  works  of  the  city.  Another  strong  column  under  Maj. 
Qen.  F.  Steele,  who  had  been  the  first  colonel  of  the  Eighth 
Iowa  infantry,  had  concentrated  at  Fort  Barrancas,  at  Pensacola, 
in  Florida,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  against  Mobile. 
This  column  under  Gen.  Steele  was  first  of  all  to  make  a  feint 
north,  toward  Montgomery,  the  capital  of  Alabama,  and  then, 
at  the  proper  moment,  wheel  eastward  and  march  on  Mobile. 

Canby^s  army  at  Dauphin  Island  was  divided  into  two  army 
corps— the  Thirteenth,  commanded  by  Gen*  Granger,  and  Ihe 
Sixteenth  army  corps,  commanded  by  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith.  The 
plan  of  operations  adopted  was  for  this  army  to  move  up  and 
around  the  east  side  of  Mobile  Bay  and  attack  the  frmnidaMf 
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works  o{  Spanish  Fort,  while  a  small  force  should  make  a  feint 
on  the  west  side  of  the  bay. 

Steele^s  eolumn,  leaving  Pensacola  three  days  later,  was,  after 
feinting  north  as  far  as  the  town  of  Pollard,  to  turn  sharp  to  its 
left  and  march  direct  on  Fort  Blakely,  some  six  miles  aboye 
Spanish  Fort.  This  would  throw  Steele's  army  to  the  right- 
flank  of  Ganby's  forces,  when  once  in  front  of  Spanish  Fort. 
The  line  of  march  from  the  mouth  of  Mobile  bay  to  Spanish  Fort 
was  about  70  miles  in  length.  The  east  shore,  along  which  half  of 
Canby's  troops  marched,  was  that  spring  time  a  constant  series  of 
swamps  and  tangled  woods.  The  roads  were  bottomless  in  mud 
and  water,  and  not  infrequently  the  soldiers  had  to  pull  not  only 
the  mired  wagons  out  of  the  mud,  but  the  horses  and  mules 
themselves.  It  was  a  hard  and  disagreeable  march.  Some  dajrs 
the  army  advanced  only  five  miles — one  day,  only  four  miles. 
The  Sixteenth  corps  had  gone  half  way  up  the  bay  by  transports 
and  landed  at  Fish  river,  where  it  joined  the  other  corps  that  had 
been  struggling  through  the  mud  and  swamps. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  the  united  army  advanced,  and  in 
three  days,  after  much  maneuvering  and  some  little  fighting,  it 
stretched  in  a  three-mile  line  along  the  semi-circle  of  the  works 
of  Spanish  Fort.  The  fort  and  its  line  of  outworks  was  on  the 
bay  shore,  seven  miles  due  east  of  Mobile.  Gten.  Maury  com- 
manded inside  the  fort,  and,  as  it  proved,  led  a  force  of  brave 
and  reckless  men. 

Qen.  Smith's  Sixteenth  corps  took  its  position  on  the  right  of 
the  investing  line,  and  the  Thirteenth  corps  continued  the  line 
around  to  the  extreme  left.  Garr's  division  held  Smithes  right, 
and  Bertram's  brigade  the  left  of  Oten.  Granger.  It  so  happened 
that  the  extreme  right  and  the  extreme  left  regiments  in  the 
investing  army  were  composed  of  Iowa  soldiers.  Gbddes's  brig- 
ade at  the  right  of  Garr's  division  contained  the  Eighth  Iowa, 
the  One-hundred-and-eighth  and  the  One-hundred-and-twenty- 
fourth  Illinois  regiments,  the  Iowa  command  being  led  by 
Lt.-Col.  Bell.  Bertram's  brigade,  away  around  at  the  extreme 
left,  with  Granger,  included  among  other  troops  the  Nineteenth 
and  the  Twenty-third  regiments  from  Iowa. 
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Immediately  at  their  front  stood  the  high,  bare  bluff  known 
as  Fort  McDermett,  armed  with  ten  heavy  cannon.  FoHowing 
the  semi-circle  o£  the  rebel  line  from  Ft.  McDermett  on  the  bay 
at  the  left  around  to  the  poaition  of  Geddes's  men  at  the  right 
and  also  near  the  bay,  one  saw  only  frowning  breastworks,  well 
armed,  and  batteries  on  every  spur  of  ground,  rifle  pits  in  froat 
of  these,  and,  in  front  of  all,  the  trees  cut  down  and  slaahed  np 
in  a  way  to  make  a  dangerous  abatis  to  cross  under  a  heavy  fire. 
This  line  of  works  was  over  two  miles  long.  It  did  not  seem 
possible  to  take  it  except  by  the  slow  methods  of  a  siege. 

By  noon  of  the  27th  of  March,  the  investment  wan  nearly 
complete.  There  was  heavy  skirmishing  and  much  artillery 
firing  lis  the  federal  lines  drew  up  to  position  in  front  of  the 
rebel  works.  There  were  some  losses,  too,  among  Iowa  troojw, 
notably  in  the  Eighth  and  the  Nineteenth  regiments,  and 
some  in  the  Twelfth  and  Thirty-fifth.  The  Eighth,  under 
Lt.-Col.  Bell,  pushing  its  way  up  on  the  extreme  right  and  iu 
advance  of  its  brigade,  lost  13,  half  of  whom,  nearly,  were  qod- 
commissioneJ  otKcera,  The  extreme  advance  on  the  left  of  the 
army  that  day  was  led  by  Lt.-Col.  Bnue  and  his  Nineteenth 
Iowa.  In  approaching  the  works,  they  crossed  an  open  Geld 
under  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  and  on  reaching  the  fallen  trees 
beyond  the  field,  the  enemy's  musketry  met  them,  killing  and 
wounding  some  16  of  the  regiment.  The  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  and 
the  Twelfth,  in  Marshall's  brigade,  of  McArthur's  division, 
advanced  at  llif  center,  oppoeite  to,  and  almost  right  under  the 
rebel  n-doLibt  known  as  the  "  Red  Fort."  The  Twelfth  waa  led 
by  Miij.  Km-.-,  ;md  lost  5  men;  the  Thirty-fifth,  under  Lt.-CoL 
Kwl.T,  lost  l.'ss.  The  Second  Iowa  battery,  Capt.  J.  R.  R«(d. 
with  iiis  splendid  twelve-pounders,  joined  in  the  shelling  of  Hvd 
Fori.  The  olhir  Iowa  regiments,  whether  in  the  reserve  or  nn 
the  front  lim-s.  lost  few  men  that  day  in  completing  the  invest- 
ment of  the  rebel  works.  When  darkness  came  on  that  27th 
of  March,  tin-  siege  had  begun. 

Then  c.irniiieriued  the  work  of  the  pick  and  the  spade  along 
the  whole  line  of  the  union  army,  and  all  that  night  the  busy 
work  of  intrenching  in  front  of  tho  ri'bci  breastworks  and  forts 
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went  on.  ^'The  enemy  lias  established  himself  in  heavy  force 
from  our  extreme  left  to  the  right,*^  telegraphed  the  rebel  com- 
mander to  his  superior  officer  over  in  Mobile. 

Iowa  was  strongly  represented  in  the  forces  moving  on  Mobile. 
Eleven  Iowa  regiments  and  a  battery,  the  Eighth,  Twelfth, 
Nineteenth,  Twentieth,  Twenty-first,  Twenty-third,  Twenty- 
ninth,  Thirty-third,  Thirty-fourth,  Thirty-fifth  and  Thirty- 
eighth  infantry,  and  the  Second  battery.  This  was  a  little 
army  in  itself,  and  as  we  shall  see  later,  a  part  of  it  was  to  figure 
conspicuously  in  the  reduction  of  the  city. 

The  siege  of  Spanish  Fort  lasted  just  thirteen  days  and  ended 
in  an  assault.  During  these  thirteen  days,  the  skirmishing  and 
the  artillery  firing  were  almost  constant.  Rod  by  rod  and  foot 
by  foot  the  union  lines  approached  the  rebel  works.  The  whole 
army  became  burrowers  in  the  ground.  Every  regiment  had  its 
rifle  pits,  its  holes  in  the  ground,  its  parallels,  its  saps,  its  galler- 
ies, its  trenches,  its  gabions  and  its  bomb  proofs.  Every  single 
soldier  became  a  miner  and  an  army  engineer.  Each  day  of 
the  siege  saw  some  little  fighting  at  the  advance  or  some  inci- 
dent worthy  of  record. 

At  daylight  of  the  second  day  of  the  siege,  a  detachment, 
including  some  men  of  the  Thirty-third  Iowa,  of  Benton's 
division,  was  sent  to  the  front  to  relieve  some  skirmishers.  On 
their  way  out  they  passed  through  a  ravine  full  of  felled  timber 
and  commanded  by  the  cannon  of  Fort  McDermett.  The  rebel 
sharpshooters  also  had  full  range  on  this  dangerous  ravine. 
Spite  of  the  dangers,  the  men  pushed  on,  and  drove  some  of  the 
Rebels  from  their  advanced  rifle  pits.  Of  the  little  detail  of  the 
Thirty-third  Iowa,  8  were  wounded  seriously — one  of  them  mor- 
tally. Captains  W.  S.  Piirmlee  and  G.  R.  Ledyard  were  among 
the  wounded.     It  was  a  wonder  all  were  not  killed. 

On  the  evening  of  that  same  day  some  other  Iowa  men  at  the 
front  had  an  expi»rience  worthy  of  relating.  Capt.  Noble,  with 
100  men  of  the  Twenty-first  Iowa,  Slack's  brigade,  wa.s  sent  to 
the  extreme  front,  to  build  works  for  a  battery.  He  also  ha<i 
with  him  300  unarmed  men  from  other  regiments,  to  iissist  in 
the  work.     Approaching  cautiously  to  the  spot,  the  labor  was 
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commenced,  part  of  the  men  sticking  their  bayonets  and  mus- 
kets the  meanwhile  in  the  ground.  Toward  midnight,  and  in  the 
midst  of  a  dark  rain  storm,  Noble^s  handful  of  pickets  in  his 
advance  were  attacked.  The  Rebels  had  heard  the  noise  of  the 
tools,  and  a  party  of  them  sallied  out,  to  drive  off  or  capture  the 
bold  Yankees.  It  was  a  surprise  to  Noble,  and  a  hand  to  hand 
conflict  ensued  there  in  the  darkness.  Some  of  the  unarmed 
men  ran  back  to  camp  and  gave  the  alarm  and  soon  help  came; 
but  in  the  meantime  Noble  and  his  men  had  kept  the  Rebels  out 
of  his  earthwork.  He  lost  1  man  killed  and  5  wounded.  The 
Rebels  had  7  killed  and  14  wounded.  The  attack  resulted  in 
heavy  firing  all  along  the  skirmish  line  of  the  army. 

Gapt.  L.  E.  Myers  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  also  met  with 
an  incident  and  a  mishap  on  the  following  night,  while  out  on 
the  skirmish  line.  He  was  acting  as  brigade  officer  of  the  day, 
and,  by  mistake,  in  the  darkness  walked  inside  the  rebel  lines. 
By  much  presence  of  mind,  he  managed  to  escape,  together  with 
a  small  squad  of  unarmed  men  who  were  with  him,  but  not 
until  he  had  himself  been  badly  wounded. 

Slowly  the  union  approaches  extended,  each  day  seeing  some 
advance  and  some  incident.  Once  the  Nineteenth  Iowa,  digging 
its  advance  trenches  forward,  came  into  a  rifle  pit  of  the  enemy^ 
and  found  abandoned  there  the  dead  bodies  of  3  Rebels  whom  our 
sharpshooters  had  killed.  Some  of  the  enemy  inside  the  forts 
were  the  same  men  whom  our  Iowa  boys  had  fought  at  Nash- 
ville and  elsewhere  in  the  West.  This  was  notably  so  of  Holtz- 
claw's  brigade,  some  of  whom  had  even  helped  to  capture  the 
Eighth  Iowa  at  Shiloh. 

By  Sunday  morning  April  2d,  cannon  were  also  heard  up  in 
the  direction  of  Fort  Blakely.  Steele^s  column  had  marched 
from  Pensacola  and  was  now  closing  in  on  Blakely.  At  Spanish 
Fort,  however,  the  soldiers  still  had  enough  to  entertain  them 
with  the  batteries'  constant  fire  and  the  rattling  musketry  iu 
their  front.  Their  enemy  did  not  purpose  leaving  without  a 
struggle.  He  was  active,  vigilant  and  brave,  even  desperate  at 
times.  It  was  unsafe  for  a  man  to  show  his  head  above  the 
breastworks  for  a  single  moment.     Many  men  were  shot  through 
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pore  eareleauiees  or  recklesaneBs  in  expoamg  themselTes  on  the 
linei  and  many  were  shot  in  holding  the  skirmish  lines  at  the 
extmne  front    The  Thirty-third  Iowa  lost  several  in  this  datjr. 

In  efery  direction  and  at  every  available  vantage  point,  the 
nnioa  men  had  brought  up  batteries  till  every  spar  and  every 
hight  near  Spanish  Fort  bristled  with  Tank|e  cannon.  Ninety- 
six  gone  and  many  mortars  and  howitzers  were  in  position 
to  poor  a  storm  of  iron  into  the  rebel  works.  By  April  8th,  Gen. 
Ganby,  seeing  all  in  readiness,  our  lines  closed  up,  and  every  bat- 
iny  manned,  resolved  to  assault  the  works  at  daylight  of  the 
ML  Preparatory  to  this,  a  ferocious  bombardment  of  the  rebel 
wgifai  by  all  the  batteries  of  the  union  line  commenced  at  five 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th.  It  was  a  splendid  spectacle — the 
tremendous  storm  of  shot  and  shell  belching  from  a  hundred 
oannon  at  the  same  instant,  and  replied  to  from  half  as  many 
more  in  the  forts. 

Gen.  Garr  on  the  extreme  right  concluded  to  take  some  advan- 
lige  of  the  excitement  of  the  evening^s  bombardment  to  advance 
his  line  a  little  and  take  posession  of  a  pine  covered  crest  at  his 
front.  The  Eighth  Iowa  infantry,  led  by  Lt.-C!ol.  William  B. 
Bell,  was  selected  for  the  work.  Col.  Gbddes,  commanding  the 
brigade,  directed  Col.  Bell  to  let  two  of  his  companies  move  out- 
aide  of  the  breastworks  well  to  his  right,  advance  to  the  little 
eratt,  drive  in  the  rebel  sharpshooters,  and  intrench  themselves 
there  for  the  night.  This  was  the  full  extent  of  the  movement 
m  planned  by  Carr  and  Gbddes. 

^  How  long  will  it  take  you  to  have  the  men  ready  to  assault?^ 
asked  Geddes.  ''Just  fifteen  minutes,^'  replied  Col.  Bell.  At 
the  appointed  moment  his  two  companies,  led  by  himself,  moved 
from  behind  the  right  gabion  out  into  full  view  of  the  rebel 
sharpshooters,  and  into  the  slashed  trees  and  the  mud  and  the 
swamps  that  for  a  hundred  yards  lay  between  them  and  the  rebel 
worics.  Capt.  Henry  Muhs  of  Company  A,  and  Lieut.  Henry 
Tineyard  of  Company  G,  rapidly  deployed  their  men  and  ad- 
vanced. Muhs  led  the  skirmish  line.  Col.  Bell  accompanied 
the  advance  until  he  felt  sure  the  men  could  gain  the  crest,  and 
then  returned  to  the  rest  of  the  regiment  behind  the  bastion. 


•  .« 
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From  the  enemy^s  rifle  pits  and  from  behind  stompe  and  logs 

i  trees  came  the  nnerrinfi:  musketry  into  the  faces  of  the  little 
wnd  straggling  to  climb  through  the  felled  trees  and  abatis. 
The  men  of  Garr's  division  back  in  the  trenches  cheered,  in  order 
o  giye  the  impression  that  the  whole  dinsion  was  about  to 
^aolt.  The  cheering  only  put  the  Rebels  the  more  on  the  alert 
nd  the  advancing  life  was  being  rapidly  shot  down.  CoL  Bell, 
earing  the  result  of  the  overpowering  numbers  at  the  front,  at 
»nee  sent  another  company,  H,  under  Lieut  Bell,  to  the  aid  of 
he  men  so  rapidly  fallitfg.  At  the  same^  moment  he  hurried 
iieot.  Clark  rearward,  to  secure  permission  of  Col.  Geddes  to 

ranee  with  the  whole  regiment. 

With  anxiety  he  saw  the  critical  position  in  which  these  three 
ompanies  were  now  placed,  if  left  without  support.  Tb  be 
[riven  back  would  mean  annihilation  of  the  line.  Orders  or  no 
orders,  it  was  time  to  act,  and  without  waiting  a  reply  from 
}eddes,  Col.  Bell  shouted  to  his  regiment  to  spring  over  the 
ireastwork  and  follow  him  to  the  front.  Instantly  the  men, 
ager  to  avenge  their  comrades,  crossed  over  the  gabion,  and 
rith  Bell  in  the  center,  advanced  into  the  storm  of  bullets  thai 
already  decimating  his  advanced  companies.  Once  to  the 
and  it  taken,  the  fire  became  too  hot  to  endure.  Betrsak 
;oald  not  be  thought  of,  nor  was  it  possible.  With  the  cry  of 
'  forward,*^  the  whole  line  dashed  for  the  main  rebel  works  and 
vith  bayonet  and  bullet  took  the  rifle  pits  and  the  intreneh- 

nts.  The  charge  had  been  so  sudden,  the  line  scarcely  had 
;ime  to  form,  till  it  was  bitterly  engaged  with  the  Texas  men 
nside  the  fort.  Once  inside  the  works,  there  could  be  no  halting, 
md  by  a  right  flank  movement,  the  gallant  colonel  led  his  regi- 
nent  down  the  inside  of  its  rebel  works,  taking  at  the  point  of  the 
>ayonet  the  intrenchments  for  a  distance  of  flve  hundred  yards. 

Heroically  and  stubbornly,  even  stoically,  the  Etebels  defended 
;heir  rifle  pits.  Many,  with  the  bayonet  at  their  breasts,  refoaed 
:o  surrender  and  were  killed.  Col.  Bell  and  the  Eighth  lowm 
lad  taken  Spanish  Fort.  It  was  one  of  the  most  heroic  actions 
>f  all  the  war,  and  reflected  just  honor,  and  new  lustre,  on  tlia 
lame  of  Iowa  soldiers. 
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The  regiment  now  formed  on  the  outside  of  the  rebel  intrench- 
ments,  using  them  as  a  defense  against  an  attack  soon  made  by 
some  rallied  Texans,  in  a  vain  effort  to  drive  Bell  and  his  regi- 
ment from  the  fort.  The  attack  was  quickly  repulsed  and  the 
Eighth  held  its  ground.  After  a  whole  hour^s  fighting,  and 
after  darkness  had  set  in,  other  troops  of  the  brigade  were  sent 
to  its  aid.  But  the  battle  was  over.  BelfS  men  were  the  only 
men  who  did  any  fighting  of  importance  inside  of  Spanish  Fort. 
They  had  captured  3  battle  fiags,  5  cannon,  and  nearly  500 
prisoners.  ^  ' 

Shortly,  our  troops  advanced  at  all  points  of  the  line.  By 
midnight,  all  the  long  line  of  fortifications,  with  their  immense 
array  of  artillery  and  munitions  of  war,  were  in  the  union 
hands. 

Gen.  Ganby  was  not  slow  to  recognize  the  gallantry  of  the 
Eighth  Iowa.  As  a  special  honor,  it  was  directed  to  camp  in  the 
fortress  the  following  day,  and  gather  trophies  of  the  victory, 
while  the  other  troops  marched  toward  Blakely.  Lt.-Col.  Bell 
was  at  once  brevetted  full  colonel  of  volunteers.  Sergt.  Edgar 
A.  Brass  who  had  captured  a  flag  out  of  a  Bebers  hand  as  he 
entered  the  fort,  received  a  medal  from  congress,  and  the  legis- 
lature of  Iowa  passed  resolutions  of  thanks  to  the  men  and  officers 
of  the  brave  regiment.  Fortunately,  the  losses  in  the  assault  had 
not  been  noticeably  severe.  Its  very  rapidity  and  the  nearness  of 
the  works  saved  many  lives.  Tet  quick  as  the  work  was,  25  of 
the  brave  little  command  were  killed  or  wounded.  Capt.  F.  P. 
Kettenring  and  Lieut.  Spencer  Smith  were  among  the  wounded. 
The  heroic  Lieut.  Henry  Vineyard,  though  lying  with  a  mortal 
wound,  in  front  of  the  rebel  works,  refused  help  and  urged  his 
men  to  the  charge.  That  was  the  kind  of  fighting  that  made 
lowa^s  name  famous  in  the  annals  of  the  Civil  War. 

Far  around  to  the  union  left  and  the  center  that  night,  other 
L>wa  regiments,  like  the  Nineteenth  and  the  Twenty-third,  were 
at  the  front,  pressing  the  enemy  and  preparing  for  assault.  At 
Krez*8  brigade  front,  in  Benton^s  division,  the  Thirty-third  Iowa 
under  Maj.  Boydston  was  the  first  to  enter  the  rebel  breast- 
works.   The  rebel  commander,  on  seeing  the  success  of  the 
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Iith  Iowa  in  beating  back  his  Texas  regiments  on  his  right, 
in  taking  their  intrenchments  away  from  them,  resolTed  on 
eat  and  eracaation  at  once.  When  the  snn  rose  on  the 
ning  of  the  9th  of  April,  it  greeted  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
ing  on  the  heights  of  Spanish  Fort. 

GAPTUBB  OF  FORT  BLAKBLT. 

he  troops  that  had  taken  Spanish  Fort  were  now  free  to 

>h  to  the  aid  of  Qen.  SteeWs  column  besieging  Blakely,  a 

ge  ten  miles  northeast  of  Mobile,  on  the  east  side  of  the 

Bchee  riyer,  and  less  than  six  miles  distant  from  Spanish 

n.  Steele's  column  had  made  a  hard  march  from  Pensacola 
Slakely,  coming  away  round  by  the  town  of  Pollard  for  the 
K)6e  of  making  a  feint  toward  Montgomery.  The  roads 
B  horrible  much  of  the  way,  and  miles  and  miles  were  cordn- 
before  the  trains  and  the  artillery  conld  pass  over  them. 
l>y'8  main  column  of  troops,  marching  through  the  wilder- 

wd  the  mud  around  Mobile  Bay  to  Spanish  Fort,  scarcely 

worse  times  with  impassable  roadwajrs  than  did  Steele's  men 

their  way  from  Pensacola  to  Blakely.**    Steele  had  18,000 

with  him,  5,000  of  whom  were  the  colored  troops  form- 

t     braye  and  hard-fighting  diyision  of  Qen.  Hawkins.    The 

i;e  troops  were  the  Second  diyision  of  the  Thirteenth  army 

and  a  body  of  cayalry.    Among  the  infantry  were  two 

a  regiments,  the  Twentieth  and  the  Thirty-fourth,  in  Moore's 

le.    Capt.  John  F.  Lacey  of  Iowa,  formerly  of  Gen.  Bice's 

^      a  now  Steele^s  competent  assistant  adjutant-general.  He 

one  of  the  youngest  officers  in  the  army,  and  won  his 
>n8ible  position  by  courage  and  competency. 

eele's  column  struggled  along  on  its  way  through  woods  and 
.  and  mire  without  incident  of  note,  until  it  ran  onto  a  rebel 
e  at  Pringle^s  creek.    Here  quite  a  brilliant  little  engagement 

k)ttomle«  roads  were  not  the  wont  thing  Stsele'i  men  had  to  eontnid 
.  There  was  not  enough  to  eat  Part  of  the  time  on  that  march  the 
M  were  on  one-third  rations.    Once  thev  wete  reduced  to  one  cracker  a 

**Our  supper  to-night,'*  writes  one  of  the  priyakes,  "and  we  are  oold, 
.  muddy  and  hungry,  consists  of  satsafhu  tea  and  a  little  parched  coni^ 

we  picke<l  up  from  the  ground  where  car  caTslry  fed.*' 
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took  place,  resulting  in  the  capture  or  rout  of  the  rebel  force. 
Its  commander,  Qen,  Glanton,  was  himself  taken  prisoner, 
together  with  130  of  his  officers  and  men. 

By  the  2d  of  April  the  hard  march  was  over,  and  Steele^s  col- 
umn had  stretched  itself  in  a  semi-circle  around  the  fortifications 
of  Blakely.  In  approaching  the  works,  the  colored  troops  on 
the  right  had  a  severe  combat  with  the  Rebels  a  mile  or  more 
outside  the  enemy's  rifle  pits.  Some  40  men  of  the  colored 
division  were  killed  or  wounded,  but  the  Rebels  were  driven 
back  to  their  outside  works,  and  the  division  went  into  line  for 
the  investment  of  the  forts.  Oen.  G.  G.  Andrews,  leading  the 
Second  division,  took  position  to  the  left  of  the  colored  division; 
Moore^s  brigade,  including  the  Twentieth  and  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Iowa,  in  advance,  in  line  of  battle,  and  skirmishing  under 
a  fire  of  artillery.  Later  in  the  day  the  positions  were  changed 
a  little,  Moore's  brigade  being  sent  to  the  left,  with  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Iowa,  Gol.  0.  W.  Glark,  at  its  front. 

Night  found  Steele's  whole  line  busy  as  beavers,  with  axe  and 
spade,  intrenching  their  position  a  thousand  yards  in  front  of 
the  rebel  works.  They  worked  to  the  music  of  exploding  shells 
and  random  musketry.  Blakely  was  well  situated  for  defense, 
and  was  almost  as  strongly  fortified  as  Spanish  Fort.  It  had  a 
line  of  strong  breastworks  extending  from  the  river  on  its  right 
around  to  the  river  on  its  left,  while  interspersed  along  this  semi- 
circular front  were  nine  powerful  redoubts  armed  with  40  can- 
non. In  front  were  felled  trees,  three  lines  of  abatis,  and, 
between  these,  loaded  torpedoes  buried  in  the  ground,  prepared 
for  explosion  whenever  touched.  Here,  as  at  Spanish  Fort,  the 
defenders  were  veteran  soldiers  of  many  battles. 

Rapidly  the  men  proceeded  with  advancing  their  rifle  pits, 
cutting  galleries  and  trenches,  parallels  and  approaches.  The 
siege,  and  all  that  pertains  to  a  siege,  was  begun.  In  a  day  or 
two,  Yeatch's  division  from  Spanish  Fort,  and  Garrard's  division 
joined  the  besiegers  and  took  position  on  the  left.  Every  day 
witnessed  skirmishing  at  the  rifle  pits;  every  day  saw  some  ad- 
vance of  the  union  lines.  By  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  April, 
some  of  Steele's  regiments  had  advanced  to  within  eighty  yards 
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of  thii  rifle  pits.  Here  and  there  the  garrison  would  make  as 
tii^ — a  sudden  dash  on  the  union  lines,  only  to  be  driven  bac 
witii  loss. 

On  the  5tli  d,iy  of  the  siege,  ftu  Iowa  officer,  M^.  Hatchio 
ot  tlit>  Thirtj'-secoud,  performed  n  gallant  act  by  advancing  hiu 
line  three  hundred  yards  under  a  heavy  fire.     With  spades  ift 
one  liiind  and  rifles  in  the  other,  the  major  aud  his  men  of  tbil 
Thirty-second  advanced  in  a  line  as  perfect  as  on  dress  parade^ 
and  when  the  distance  was  stepped  off,  stopped  aud  fortified. 

Among  the  incidents  of  the  siege  were  the  little  truces  occfr*l 
sLonally  arranged  for  between  the  advanced  sharpshooters  and.J 
the  men  in  the  pits  outside  the  rebel  forts.  It  was  not  uucom-J 
inon  for  these  to  meet  half  way,  trade  coffee  for  tobacco,  eXfm 
change  newspapers,  take  a  smoke  and  talk  about  the  war.  Tbi 
half  hour's  truce  ended,  each  sprang  to  his  rifle  pit  or  cover  anCt 
the  firing  commenced  again.  All  that  went  on  in  the  i 
sieges  of  Vicksburg  and  Atlanta,  went  on  here. 

By  Sunday  morning,  April  the  9th.  Steele  had  many  canaon  I 
bearing  on  the  rebel  forts,  while  close  by  he  had,  if  need  wi3re,J 
the  assistance  of  whole  divisions  fresh  from  the  victory  of  Span- j 
ish  Fort.     Blakely  was  doomed.     The  besiegers  had  now  carried^ 
their  parallels  to  within  five  hundred  yunla  of  the  rebel  works. 
Some  were  nearer  still.     That  Sunday,  it  was  resolvnl  to  assault 
the  works.     Certiiin  signs  and  movements  misled  Steele's  officers 
into  supposing  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  retreat  aud  leave 
the  forts.     From  an  observatory  built  in  tree  tops  behind  the 
uniuu  liijc.  steamboats  full  of  troops  had  been  discovered  moving 
away  fnim  (lie   IMakely  wharf.     Instantly,  the  soldiers  bnrned 
for  an  advance.       Gen.    Steele  set  five-and-a-half  o'clock  that 
evening  for  the  iwi^ault. 

Previous  to  the  general  attack,  though  for  what  reason  doeo 
not  seem  clear,  some  of  the  colored  troops  at  the  left  of  Hawk- 
ins's division  on  the  right,  were  ordered  over  the  breastworks  and 
eugiiguii  in  a  fearfully  unequal  combat  at  the  front.  Better 
fighting,  huwever,  never  was  done  in  war  than  by  some  of  the 
colored  meu  of  Hawkins's  diviaion,  left  without  proper  support 
that  afternoon. 
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At  6  o'clock,  the  signal  sounded  and  the  general  assault  com- 
menced. Thirty-five  regiments,  or  some  16,000  men,  charging 
at  once  in  a  line  nearly  three  miles  long,  was  a  sight  to  try  the 
nerves  of  a  garrison,  however  brave.  On  all  the  union  front, 
select  regiments  had  been  placed  as  skirmishers,  who,  at  the  given 
moment,  leaped  over  their  intrenchments  and  with  cheers  dashed 
forward.  From  right  to  left  of  all  that  long  line  came  the  crash 
of  musketry,  the  roar  of  cannon,  the  cheers  of  charging  men. 
On  right  and  left  the  brave  regiments  advanced  under  a  fearful 
storm  of  shot  and  shell  and  rifle  balls.  Through  the  thick  and 
dangerous  abatis,  under  a  hail  of  bullets,  they  charge  over  hid- 
den torpedoes  into  the  rifle  pits  of  Rebels  who  die  rather  than 
surrender.  They  mount  the  parapets  over  the  breastworks,  and 
fight  with  bayonets  and  hand  to  hand,  till  every  enemy  within 
that  fiery  line  is  wounded,  dead  or  a  prisoner. 

In  front  cf  every  division  the  battle  is  the  same.  It  is  the  last 
ditch  of  the  llebellion — the  last  charge  of  the  mighty  war.  Reg- 
iments have  vied  with  regiments,  divisions  with  divisions,  color 
with  color,  in  the  ferocious  combat,  and  all  come  off  with  honors 
alike.  AH  have  been  heroes.  Blakely  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
loyal  army,  and  the  union  flag  waves  a  greeting  to  its  sister  flag 
on  the  walls  of  Spanish  Fort. 

Those  of  the  Iowa  regiments  present  at  the  front  when  the 
assault  was  made,  did  their  whole  duty  and  did  it  well.  The 
Twenty-seventh  and  the  Thirty-second  regiments  were  in  Gen. 
James  I.  Gilbert's  brigade.  They  had  as  brigade  comrades  the 
Tenth  Kansas,  and  the  Sixth  Minnesota.  Maj.  G.  W.  Howard 
led  the  Twenty-seventh,  Lt.-Col.  Eberhart  the  Thirty-second. 
The  distance  from  their  position  to  the  rebel  works  was  over  a 
thousand  yards,  and  the  way  was  filled  with  felled  trees,  lines  of 
abatis,  and  with  wires  stretched  from  stump  to  stump.*  At  the 
signal,  the  brigade  left  the  rifle  pits  and,  advancing  with  a  shout, 
in  spite  of  the  resisting  fire,  carried  the  works  in  their  front. 
They  captured  nine  pieces  of  artillery  and  nearly  600 
prisoners  in  front  of  their  own  line.    Company  B  of  the  Twenty- 


*Barb  wire  was  not  invented  then.    Its  ose  in  front  of  forts  would  have 
made  an  approach  well  nigh  impossible. 


41i  IOWA   IH   WAB  TIMES. 

si'venth  Iowa,  that  had  been  on  the  extreme  Bcivaiice  as  skii^  ] 
nikher^,  was  a  hand  of  heroes,  said  the  brigade  commaDdert  i 
so  was  Ilia  Tenth  Kansas.  Maj.  Hutchinson  of  the  Thirty-seo-  ' 
oml  Iowa  distinguished  himself  in  the  assault,  and  later  in  the 
capture  of  prisoners.  The  brigade  lost  27  men,  among  th«  1 
wounded  being  Lieut,  Eisenhart  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Iowa.  4 
The  Rebels  had  been  pursued  through  their  works  into  the  rangk"] 
of  their  gunboats  in  the  rear.  As  these  were  about  to  Sre  on 
the  pursuers,  Maj.  Hutchinson  checked  them  by  holding  a  squad 
of  prisoners  in  a  position  to  make  it  impossible  to  fire  without 
kiiling  their  own  men.  Gen.  Gilbert  of  Iowa  distinguished  him- 
self in  the  command  of  his  brigade  in  the  assault  and  added  to 
the  just  honors  he  had  won  on  many  fierce  battle  fields. 

The  Twentieth  Iowa  under  Lt.-Col.  Leake,  and  the  Thirty- 
fourth,  consolidated  with  the  Thirty-eighth,  and  led  by  CoL  . 
Clark,  were  in  Moore's  brigade  of  Andrews's  division  at  the 
center,*  Harder  fighting  was  not  done  on  all  that  storming  line 
that  day  than  was  done  by  the  men  of  Moore's  brigade.  The 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  charging  men  were  fully  as  great  as 
in  front  of  the  brigade  of  Gilbert,  and  the  enemy  defending  the 
redoubt  comprised  one  of  the  hardest  fighting  brigades  of  the 
rebel  army.  Over  the  lines  of  abatis,  Moore's  line  of  blue 
charged — over  the  lines  of  stakes  driven  into  the  ground  and  over 
the  rebfl  redoubts — fighting  and  firing  as  they  went.  Eight 
hundred  prisoners  were  taken,  and  Andrews's  division  became 
masters  of  a  line  of  breastworks  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length, 
with  many  lannon  and  battle  flags.  The  Thirty-fourth  Iowa 
iost  15  iw.-n  in  the  charge — the  Twentieth  fortunately  none, 
though  its  flag  was  shot  through.  The  other  Iowa  regiments 
present  were  lillier  but  slightly  engaged  or  were  in  the  reserre. 

The  :L'^!^iluHin^  and  storming  of  the  works  had  taken  place  at 
every  point  alimj;  the  line  and  the  i-egiments  of  many  state-i  won 

'Vhi-  Tliiriyriiii'tli  iinil  Thirtf^eiKlith  Iowa  had  alio  been  piawDt  M4i[l 
li.i'l  -  I  ■■  I.::.'  .  ;li  ^M!li  ^nidll  Iwa,  at  the  reductiODOf  Forta  Morgiin  and 
''■■'■  r,  <b<-  pnnioua  year,  anil  Col.  Clnrk  had  th«  honor  of 

I   -iirr^nder  o(  tha  former  ritadtfl.    Hia  regiwuil  at 

M ■   ■.^.l ■   'hi'  vi'ry  l.-iDTwt  and  bent  drilled  in   the  whole  uinjr. 

i,.iLi'L'.  ;  i.iik  't.iH   i>]<'\i;Uei]  n  bn(;ndier  for  eallaot  Hervices  in  the  &iji3, Iiti 
>'<>ii.i..i:dii>u  ii.xta.b'  Unm  ihe  da;  of  tlie  iplendid  cha^e  at  Blokel;, 
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honor  for  their  charge  on  Blakely.  The  whole  loss  in  the  Mmilt 
had  been  127  killed  and  627  wonnded.  Forty  cannon,  neari|f 
4fi00  prisoners  and  many  battle   flags  fell  into  the  nnion 

Qen.  Steele,  it  is  said,  rode  into  the  fray  with  the  main  line  of 
Moore^s  brigade,  and  witnessed  the  lines  of  bine  scale  the  rebel 
works.  ^^  We  hare  stormed  the  entire  line  of  works,  and  onr 
troops  are  in  fall  possession,*'  was  the  word  Gen.  Steele  directed 
Asst  Adjt  Gen.  Lacey  to  send  to  Canby  straight  from  the  battle 
field.  Quickly  came  the  answer,  ^  Gk>d  bless  yon,  and  God  bless 
yoar  braye  command.'* 

That  night  some  of  the  Iowa  regiments  camped  inside  of  Fort 
Bhdcely .  The  remaining  forts  in  the  rirers  and  abont  the  waters 
toon  yielded,  and  on  the  morning  of  April  the  4th  the  anion  flag, 
after  an  interral  of  f oar  years,  was  again  waying  oyer  the  city 
of  Mobile.  * 


^No  mention  has  been  made  in  detoribinflr  the  efeato  at  Mobile  of  the  part 
taken  hf  the  nnion  navy  at  Spanish  Fort»  nor  of  the  aoti  of  the  rebel  gon- 
boats  near  to  Blakeljr.  Owinir  to  shallow  water  and  the  presence  of  torpe- 
does*  the  fisderal  ships  ooold  only  occasionally  reach  within  range  of  the 
Ibrta,  and  two  or  three  were  destroyed  by  torpedoes  in  the  attei^^.  The 
rebel  vessels  in  the  rivers  annoyed  oar  troops  some,  bat  their  action  bad  no 
eilbct  on  the  nrogress  of  events. 


CHAPTER  XXXIIl. 

SOME  IOWA  COMMANDERS. 

There  were  soiue  militwy  names  that  stood  out  so  pre-emi- 
nently in  tilt!  stiite  as  to  attract  even  national  attention.  Names 
like  Dodge  nnd  Curtis  and  Crocker  were  well-known  state  names 
even  before  the  cannon  sounded  the  alarm  of  civil  war.  Gen- 
erals Corse,  Belknap,  Elliott,  Hatch,  Vandever  and  Herron  rap- 
idly attracted  iittcution,  not  from  the  state  alone,  but  from  th« 
most  eminent  commanders  in  the  field. 

Among  the  generals  who  led  in  the  fierce  struggle  for  Atlanta, 
there  was  one  whose  military  genina  and  striking  military  sac- 
cesses  reflected  iidditional  luster  on  the  name  of  Iowa. 

It  was  fortiinute  for  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  that  morn- 
ing of  July  22d,  when  a  large  part  ot  the  rebel  army  of  Atlanta 
struck  the  rear  of  the  union  lines,  that  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 
with  a  part  of  his  Sixteenth  army  corps,  was  there  to  give  it 
instant  battle.  Only  two  divisions  of  the  Sixteenth  corp-t  were 
in  the  eampii<;ii,  and  one  brigade  of  these  was  at  Decnlar 
during  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  gallantly  defending  the  trains,  and 
another  stationed  at  Rome.  Hardee,  the  rebel  commander  of 
that  assault  in  the  rear,  had  not  anticipated  such  sudden  and 
such  heroic  resistance  as  Dodge  made  the  moment  the  rebel  col- 
umn ajipeared  in  sight.  Ot  course  it  waa  mere  accident  thftt 
three  of  Gen.  Divlge's  brigades  happened  to  be  marching  along 
through  tlie  woods  close  in  the  rear  of  the  point  the  reljel  army 
was  about  to  attack.  It  was  heroism,  however,  and  rare  gen- 
eralship, not  a<-iident,  that  enabled  this  part  of  the  Sixteenth 
army  corjis  to  meet  the  rebel  surprise  with  a  surprise  of  its  own, 
and  hurl  back  and  hold  in  check  an  enemy  that  outnumbered  it 
live  to  one.  It  h  painful  to  think  what  might  have  happened  to 
(416) 
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a  part  of,  if  not  all  of  Sherman^s  army,  had  Dodge  and  hb  men 
been  anywhere  else  than  along  that  old  wagon  road  just  when 
the  attack  commenced. 

The  corps  was  marching  for  its  new  position  at  the  extreme 
left  of  the  army,  and  at  the  moment  of  attack  was  resting  at  the 
roadside  in  the  rear  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  corps.     It 
numbered  but  4,500  men,  but  its  own  valor,  and  the  cool-headed 
sagacity  of  its  leader  made  it  appear  a  host  to  the  rebel  assailants. 
Dodge  had  been  to  the  extreme  left  front  of  the  army,  selecting 
a  position  to  fortify.    He  found  the  outer  works  of  the  enemy 
deserted  and  noticed  the  ominous  stillness  that  portends  a  sudden 
storm.    It  was  time,  for  at  that  very  moment  the  rebel  army 
was  qoietly  and  rapidly  approaching  his  lines  through  the  woods 
in  the  rear.    He  was  scarcely  back  to  the  old  roadside  when  the 
battle  storm  came  on.    Hood's  army  advanced  out  of  the  woods 
in  three  columns,  and  very  shortly  the  attack  was  made  along 
Dodgers  whole  line.    Once  the  enemy^s  advancing  line  struck  a 
pond  and  was  obstructed.    Dodge  noticed  the  seeming  disorder, 
and,  quick  as  thought,  ordered  a  charge  on  the  embarraaped  col- 
umns, drove  them  back,  and  prevented  what  in  ten  minutes 
might  have  been  a  disaster.    Still  the  battle  raged  furiously, 
and  passing  to  Dodge's  right,  the  overpowering  numbers  of  the 
enemy  were  attacking  the  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  corps. 

The  course  of  the  fierce  battle  that  followed  that  day  till  dark- 
ness ended  it,  has  already  been  described  in  the  chapter  on 
Atlanta.  Dodge's  troops  fought  their  full  share  of  it,  and  while 
part  of  his  Sixteenth  corps  struggled  so  gallantly  at  the  front, 
one  of  his  brigades,  under  Gen.  Sprague,  was  back  at  Decatur 
saving  the  wagon  trains  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  The 
valor  of  Sprague's  men,  on  that  occasion,  was  not  surpassed  in 
the  whole  campaign.  With  a  single  brigade  they  repulsed  two 
whole  divisions  of  rebel  cavalry,  charging  them  from  different 
directions,  and  saved  almost  every  wagon  and  horse  of  that 
enormous  train. 

The  men  of  one  of  Dodge's  brigades,  Mersey's,  fighting  under 
his  eye,  had  served  their  time  and  were  waiting  the  train  to  take 
them  north.    There  was  no  power  to  compel  them  to  enter  this 
I.  W.  T.-27 


418 


IOWA  IK  WAR  TIMES. 


awful  battle,  but,  with  patriotic  hearts,  they  staid  and  laid  their 
lives  and  mangled  limbs  as  a  sacrifice  upon  their  country's  altar. 
What  must  be  thought  of  snch  loyaltyl  What  must  be  said  of 
a  leader  for  wboni  brave  men  would  court  death  recklessly!  Had 
Hood  known  of  the  ralor  of  the  men  on  that  line,  or  of  tlie 
heroic  deeds  of  its  leaders,  he  would  have  paused  long  before 
hurling  bis  battalions  to  their  own  destruction. 

Four  hundred  and  twenty-two  of  the  enemy  were  killed  and 
five  times  as  many  wounded  that  day  in  front  of  Gen.  Dodge's 
little  command.  Eight  battle  flags  were  taken  and  many  pris- 
oners. The  command  itself  suffered  fearfully.  Nearly  every  field 
officer  was  killed  or  wounded,  and  out  of  the  5,400  men  engaged, 
854  fell  wounded  or  dead  on  the  field. 

The  military  life  of  such  a  leader  as  Dodge  proved  himself  to 
be  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  and  elsewhere,  is  worthy  of  record. 
Born  in  Danvers,  Mass.,  in  April  of  1831,  he  wm  barely  thirty 
years  of  age  at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion.  Yonng  as  he  was, 
however,  his  life  bad  already  been  one  of  note  and  usefulpeas. 
He  had  received  considerable  military  training  as  a  boy  at  Nor- 
wich University,  and  had  as  a  classmate  the  brilliant  young  Gen. 
Ransom.  Maj.-Gen.  Terry  was  also  a  graduate  of  the  Norwich 
institution.  On  coming  to  the  West  in  1861,  young  Dodge 
secured  a  position  on  the  engin^^er  corps  of  the  Rock  Island  rail- 
road. Ili^  education  at  Norwich  had  been  of  the  most  practical 
and  scientific  character,  and,  in  his  chosen  career,  fitted  htm  for 
important  trusts.  He  had,  besides,  great  native  skill  and  talent 
an  an  engineer,  .ind  was  soon  entrusted  with  the  survey  of  the 
Rock  Isliimi  roiiil  to  Peoria.  While  here  at  work  he  prophesied 
the  buildini^  of,  and  the  route  for.  the  first  great  Pacific  railroad, 
It  Hue  to  which,  iu  later  years,  he  was  to  become  so  potently 
related.  His  Peoria  survey  finished,  he  was  for  some  yean  in 
Iowa  in  tlie  employ  of  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  Railroad  Com- 
pany. -Vftenvards  he  had  a  month's  residence  In  the  Elkbom 
river  rcj^iori  of  Nebraska,  where  his  life  was  almost  nomadic. 
iidv.'uturous  as  that  of  the  Indians  with  whom  he  was  in  con- 
stant contiict. 

The  hostile  attacks  of  the  Indiana  on  the  whit*-  settlements. 
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soon  led  Dodge,  who  was  now  married  to  a  most  estimable  lady 
of  Peru,  111.,  to  seek  a  quieter  home  at  Council  Bluffs.  Here  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manifold  interests  of  a  real  estate  dealer,  a 
banker  and  a  freighter  across  the  plains.  Amidst  all  the  enter- 
prises which  he  successfully  controlled,  he  also  found  time  to 
exercise  his  military  tastes  by  drilling  a  company  of  militia,  of 
which  he  was  the  captain.  No  sooner  was  Sumter  fired  on  than 
Dodge,  like  thousands  of  others  in  loyal  Iowa,  hastened  to  ten- 
der his  sword,  and,  if  need  be,  his  life,  for  the  preserration  of 
the  government.  The  state  being  out  of  arms,  and  no  money 
to  purchase  with.  Dodge  was  sent  to  Washington  by  Gov.  Eirk- 
wood  to  appeal  to  the  government  for  guns  and  ammunition. 
By  his  immense  zeal  and  energy  he  succeeded  where  Iowa  con- 
gressmen had  failed.  The  War  Department,  recognizing  his 
ability  and  push,  offered  him  a  captain^s  commission  in  the  reg- 
ular army.  He  declined  it,  preferring  to  serve  Iowa.  Then  an 
additional  regiment  of  Iowa  volunteers  was  accepted  from  the 
governor  on  the  express  condition  that  Dodge  should  be  its 
colonel.  The  Fourth  Iowa  infantry  was  immediately  organized 
at  Council  Bluffs,  and  in  two  weeks^  time  Col.  Dodge  was  lead- 
ing it  against  the  Rebels  in  northern  Missouri.  It  was  the 
staters  first  great  military  campaign,  and  it  was  quick  and  deci* 
sive.  By  October  of  1861,  CoL  Dodge  was  stationed  in  BoUa, 
Missouri,  as  commandant  of  the  post,  and  by  mid-winter  he  was 
leading  a  brigade  in  Gen.  Curtis^s  army  of  the  Southwest,  march- 
ing for  Springfield.  The  rigors  of  that  mid-winter  march,  and 
the  extraordinary  promptness  with  which  it  was  executed,  have 
been  related  in  a  former  chapter. 

Dodgers  own  regiment,  the  Fourth,  must  have  had  breathed 
into  it  the  strong,  patriotic  military  spirit  that  animated  its 
commander.  It  became  one  of  the  hard-fighting  regiments  of 
the  state;  and  some  of  the  officers,  like  Williamson,  the  adjutant, 
and  Dodge,  the  colonel,  rose  to  high  positions  of  trust  and 
honor.  When  the  regiment  was  organized.  Dodge  at  the  same 
time  recruited  a  battery,  which  did  excellent  service  through  the 
war.  He  did  not  wait  for  the  government  to  slowly  clothe  and 
equip  his  regiment  and  battery,  but  pledged  his  own  credit,  and 
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3,  in  assign-  ^| 

t  campaign,  ^| 


they  were  promptly  fitted  for  the  field.  Gen,  Curtis, 
ing  ofBcors  to  eorumand  of  diTisions  in  the  southwest  campaign, 
incousiiJeratfly,  and  in  violation  of  military  usages,  selected 
Davis  and  Carr,  who  were  in  fact  outranked  by  some  of  the  brig- 
ade commanders,  uotably  Dodge.  One  of  the  brigade  command- 
ers refused  to  serve,  as  a  resuU,  bnt  Dodge  loyally  waived  hio 
own  rights  and  served  his  inferiors  in  rank  with  the  same  zeal 
he  would  have  manifested  had  he  led  the  whole  army.  There 
was  some  courtesy,  tact  and  gratitude  due  Dodge  from  Curtiii  at 
the  time,  had  he  known,  as  poasibly  he  did  not,  the  circumstances 
relating  to  his  own  appointment  as  brigadier  general.  Certain 
influential  people  in  Washington  in  whom  the  Secretary  of  War 
confided,  wore  not  friendly  to  Curtis,  and  urged  that  Iowa's  first 
general's  commission  be  girea  to  Dodge.  The  Secretary  of  War 
favored  the  selection,  but  Dodge,  himself,  mistrusting  his  own 
ability,  declined  the  commission.  It  was  then  that  he  was  made 
colonel  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  infantry. 

But  as  narrated,  Dodge,  in  command  of  his  brigade,  forgot 
his  grievance,  whether  intended  by  Curtis  or  not,  and  zealously 
struggled  on  for  the  good  of  the  army.  That  was  a  horrible 
winter  for  an  anuy,  whether  at  the  sickly  post  of  Rolls,  or  on 
the  hard  campaign  through  mud  and  cold  and  storm.  Dodge's 
men  (the  Fourth  Iowa)  first  entered  Springfield,  and  his  brigade 
bore  its  part  in  the  minor  battles  of  the  march  south.  In  the 
fierce  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  Dodge's  gallant  brigade  saved  Curtis'a 
army  from  disaster.  A  cooler  head,  a  more  competent  general, 
a  braver  man,  W!M  not  on  that  battle  field.  Ho  soldiers  amidst 
that  awful  storiu  of  bullets,  grape-shot  and  cannon  ball  were 
more  heroic  than  the  soldiers  o(  Dodge's  brigade.  There  they 
stoixl  in  till'  fearful  range  of  battle,  their  leader  woundod  and 
bleeding,  a  third  of  their  number  dead,  dying  or  wounded,  their 
supports  driven  back,  an  enemy  fire  times  their  own  number  in 
their  front,  and  when  the  order  came  to  retreat  and  save  them< 
selves.  Col.  Dodge  fought  on,  and  simply  sent  back  the  word 
that  to  retreat  was  ruin.  Only  when  every  cartridge  box  waa 
empty,  and  the  line  flanked,  did  that  brigade  of  warriors  more  a 
foot.     Meeting  Curtis,  the  chief  commander,  on  their  way,  they 
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turned  again  at  his  order,  and  with  their  bare  and  glistening 
steel  drove  the  pursuing  enemy  to  cover.  Such  fighting  and 
such  a  leader  as  Dodge,  saved  disaster,  and  won  the  victory  of 
the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge. 

No  wonder  Gov.  Kirkwood  wrote  to  the  Washington  officials 
— ^^^This  man  is  emphatically  a  fighting  man.**  No  wonder  a 
grateful  government  hastened  to  confer  on  the  brave  soldier  the 
commission  of  a  brigadier  general.  It  was  one  of  those  cases 
where  promotion  had  been  earned,  not  by  political  trickstering, 
but  by  capacity  and  bravery  in  battle,  a  capacity  and  bravery 
recognized  by  every  officer  and  soldier  in  the  Pea  Ridge  conflict, 
and  by  every  one  who  believed  that  the  art  of  war  consisted  in 
cool  headed,  hard  fighting. 

Dodge  was  badly  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge.  So,  too,  was  every 
field  officer  in  his  brigade.  Four  horses  had  been  shot  under 
Dodge,  three  of  them  killed,  one  of  them  with  twenty  rifle 
balls  in  his  body.  It  was  a  wonder  he  had  escaped  alive. 
Recovering  from  his  wounds  a  little  (he  had  also  been  shot  once 
in  the  winter  at  Rolla),  he  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Columbus, 
Kentucky,  with  the  task  set  before  him  of  rebuilding  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  railroad,  recently  destroyed.  With  characteristic 
energy,  the  great  work  was  undertaken  of  building  a  railroad 
through  a  long  stretch  of  the  enemy^s  country  where  every  mile 
had  to  be  watched,  and  every  stream  and  bridge  guarded  from 
guerrillas.  But  Gen.  Dodge  had  the  ability  and  the  courage  for 
just  such  a  work.  That  line  of  road  was  an  absolute  necessity 
to  Grant^s  army  at  Corinth.  It  was  his  road  back  to  his  provis- 
ions. With  such  earnestness  was  the  work  pushed,  the  26th  of 
June  saw  trains  running  from  Columbus  to  Corinth.  Gen.  Hal- 
leck  so  appreciated  the  important  work  done  that  he  at  once,  as 
a  reward,  promoted  Gen.  Dodge  to  the  command  of  the  Central 
division  of  the  Mississippi.  The  great  problem  he  now  had  to 
deal  with,  was  the  murderous  guerrilla  warfare  waged  against  all 
railroads  in  his  department,  and  against  all  wagon  trains,  and  all 
detachments  of  troops  wherever  surprised.  It  had  been  a  custom 
to  treat  these  outlaws  as  soldiers.  Gen.  Dodge  cut  the  Gordian 
knot  of  the  dilemma  by  shooting  and  hanging  guerrillas  as  fast 
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as  captured.  Many  of  these  gentlemen  of  the  road,  not  relish- 
ing his  method,  soon  went  out  of  tlie  business,  and  the 
great  highway  which  his  troops  had  built,  became  safe  for 
military  uses.  In  every  direction,  his  vigilance  and  his  energy 
were  such  that  in  his  department  order  qame  out  of  chaos. 
Expeditions  were  fitted  out  against  raiders,  and  their  command- 
ers were  captured  or  dispersed.  Such  skill  in  administration  of 
the  tangled  affairs  of  a  large  military  department  had  scarcely 
ever  been  witnessed.  It  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  €(en. 
G^nt,  who  very  shortly  (November  15, 1862)  appointed  Dodge 
to  the  command  of  the  important  district  of  Corinth. 

Complex  and  multifarious  in  an  administrative  and  military 
sense  as  his  new  duties  became,  he  managed  them  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  bring  honor  to  himself  and  great  good  to  Grant^s  army. 
All  sorts  of  business  talent,  and  in  perfection,  were  required  in 
his  position  of  general,  engineer,  judge,  railroad  manager,  col- 
lector of  news,  chief  of  corps  of  observation,  etc.,  etc.  A  doasen 
talents  were  necessary,  and  the  physical  strength  of  a  giant. 
Dodgers  corps  of  scouts,  spies  and  informers  covered  the  left 
flank  of  Grant^s  army  at  Corinth,  and  reached  to  the  army  of 
Rosecrans  at  Chattanooga.  Both  these  armies  relied  on  him  for 
all  information  as  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  they 
never  relied  in  vain.  Everything  with  him  was  reduced  to  a 
system.  Though  his  troops  were  of  necessity  scattered  all  over 
his  department,  they  were  almost  never  defeated  by  dashing 
raids  of  the  enemy.  They  were  kept  too  well  in  hand,  but  woe 
to  the  raiding  party  discovered  on  his  territory,  for  pursuit  and 
destruction  almost  surely  awaited  them.  Forrest  tried  it,  and 
Ferguson  and  Roddy  and  others,  only  to  come  to  grief,  while  a 
dozen  towns  with  their  garrisons  submitted  to  his  call  to  sur- 
render. His  successes  were  owing  to  his  great  energy,  his  per- 
fect momentum  in  pursuit  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
enemy's  movements. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  his  enterprise  embraced  every  phase 
and  feature  of  successful  warfare.  He  built  all  railroads  needed 
in  his  own  department,  and  those  that  could  be  of  use  to  the 
enemy,  he  destroyed.  He  turned  the  refugees  and  the  contrabands 
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into  soldiers  and  supported  thousands  of  their  families  from  the 
proceeds  of  their  labor.  He  had  scouts  and  spies  everywhere 
within  the  rebel  lines,  and  hung  the  rebel  spies  whenever  cap- 
tured. He  was  of  great  assistance  to  the  raiding  parties 
sent  around  the  flanks  of  the  enemy.  In  one  of  these  raids, 
started  under  his  protection,  (20,000,000  worth  of  supplies  in- 
tended for  Bragg^s  army  was  destroyed.  He  seemed  never  to 
rest.  It  was  work,  constant  work,  and  being  forever  wide  awake. 
It  is  extremely  doubtful  if  such  military  and  adminstrative 
activity  was  witnessed  elsewhere  during  the  war. 

About  this  time.  President  Lincoln,  aware  of  Dodgers  great 
business  qualities,  asked  him  to  come  to  Washington  to  coasult 
with  him  touching  the  building  of  the  great  Pacific  Railroad,  and 
as  to  the  proper  starting  point  of  that  national  highway,  a  high- 
way with  which  he  was  to  become  most  intimately  connected  in 
later  years. 

Yicksburg  fell,  and  Sen.  Grant  recognized  the  hands  and  the 
heads  that  had,  though  acting  at  distant  points,  aided  in  the  sub- 
jogation  of  the  key  to  the  Mississippi  river.  Dodge  was  promptly 
recommended  for  important  promotion.  Then  came  Chatta- 
nooga, and  as  the  crisis  approached,  Qen.  Grant,  who  had  been 
selected  to  succeed  Rosecrans,  knew  the  men  on  whom  he  could 
rely.  First,  was  his  great  lieutenant,  Sherman,  and  the  vigorous 
commanders  that  general  might  bring  with  him  across  the  coun- 
try from  Memphis.  *'*'  Bring  Dodge  along,"  he  wrote,  ^^  he  is  an 
officer  on  whom  you  can  rely  in  an  emergency.*^  Dodge  went 
because  Grant  knew  he  had  few  equals  as  a  fighting  general;  but 
he  was  little  over  half  the  march  to  Chattanooga  when  Grant  saw 
he  must  have  another  railroad  or  his  troops  might  starve.  There 
was  no  other  such  railroad  builder  and  bridge  builder  in  the 
United  States  as  Dodge,  and  reluctantly  Gten.  Grant  ordered  him 
to  halt  and  rebuild  the  railroad  from  Decatur  to  Nashville.  It 
was  a  Herculean  task  to  be  performed  in  the  presence  of  an 
enemy«  and  the  road  was  one  hundred  and  two  miles  long.  Dodge 
had  no  tools  to  work  with  save  the  axes,  picks  and  shovels  of  the 
pioneer  corps;  no  mechanics  save  those  detailed  from  his  army; 
no  food  save  that  to  be  gathered  from  the  enemy^s  country.    He 
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promptly  stretched  his  command  along  the  railroad,  built  block 
houses  for  defense,  gathered  in  all  the  blacksmith  shops,  mills, 
iron  and  steel,  etc.,  from  the  surrounding  country,  moved  all  the 
mills  and  the  shops  within  his  lines,  put  them  all  to  work  with 
detailed  soldiers,  and  the  tremendous  task  commenced.  In  a 
night  attack,  Decatur  and  its  garrison  were  captured,  and  in 
forty  days,  with  the  aid  of  12,000  soldiers,  the  road  with  its  182 
bridges  and  trestles,  was  rebuilt,  guarded,  and  ready  for  use.  It 
had  been  built  over  deep  chasms  and  rapid  rivers.  Such  rapid 
work  in  railroad  building,  and  under  such  circumstances,  the 
world  has  never  seen.  It  was  the  labor  of  giants.  It  was  such 
labor  and  such  generalship  that  made  the  victories  of  Chatta- 
nooga, Atlanta  and  the  March  to  the  Sea  possibilities. 

In  the  Atlanta  campaign.  Dodgers  corps  was  the  first  through 
the  famous  Snake  Creek  Gap:  it  had  fought  hard  at  Dallas,  at 
Kenesaw  and  at  RufiTs  Mills.  When  the  army  reached  the  rapid 
Chattahoochie  river,  the  bridges  and  the  ferries  were  all 
destroyed.  Again  Dodge  was  called  on,  and  the  old  zeal,  the 
immense  vigor  and  wonderful  skill  of  adaptation  were  as  ready 
as  before.  In  three  days'  time.  Dodge's  men,  working  in  the 
mud  and  the  water,  built  a  substantial  double-track  bridge,  four- 
teen feet  high  and  1,700  feet  long.  It  was  the  military  marvel 
of  the  time.  Three  days  before,  the  material  for  that  bridge 
was  growing  in  the  forest.  Now  over  it  crossed  in  perfect  safety 
the  whole  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  with  all  its  wagons  and  trains 
of  artillery.  This  bridge  was  one  of  the  great  factors  that 
made  it  possible  for  Sherman's  army  to  close  so  suddenly  on 
Atlanta. 

In  a  few  days.  Gen.  Dodge,  leading  his  corps  to  the  left  of 
Sherman's  army,  was  attacked,  and  there  followed  the  battle  of 
Atlanta,  as  fierce  a  struggle  as  was  witnessed  in  the  war.  Dodge's 
part  in  it  has  already  been  narrated.  Gen.  McPhersou,  a  few 
minutes  before  his  death,  rode  up,  and,  with  a  staff  officer,  wit- 
nessed a  part  of  the  bloody  confiict,  and  then  silently  rode  oat 
in  the  woods  to  his  untimely  end.  ^'That  battle  in  front  of 
Dodge,"  says  a  staff  officer  who  was  with  McPherson,  "  was 
grand  and  impressive;  the  columns  of  the  enemy  closed  up  under 


SOMB  IOWA   OOMMAKDEBS.  435 

our  storm  of  lead  and  iron  hail  that  mowed  great  swathes  in 
their  lines;  but  it  was  too  much  for  blood  and  flesh  to  stand, 
and  before  reaching  the  center  of  the  field  in  our  front,  their 
columns  were  broken  and  confused,  when  Dodgers  men  with 
fixed  bayonets  drove  them  back.  Had  the  Sixteenth  corps 
(Dodgers)  given  way,  the  rebel  army  would  have  been  in  the 
rear  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  corps,  and  would  have 
swept  like  an  avalanche  over  our  supply  train.'* 

Possibly  here,  as  at  Pea  Ridge,  Gen.  Dodge  saved  the  union 
army  from  disaster,  for  the  attack  had  been  a  surprise  and  the 
force  overwhelming.  In  the  hard  battle  of  that  July  day,  more 
men  were  killed  and  wounded  in  Dodge's  command  than  in  any 
other  organization  of  equal  numbers  on  the  field,  and  he  lost 
few  prisoners.  On  the  19th  of  August,  while  inspecting  the 
enemy's  works  about  Atlanta,  Gen.  Dodge  was  wounded  in  the 
head  by  a  rebel  sharpshooter.  It  was  his  third  wound,  and  he 
was  borne  to  the  rear,  to  the  regret  of  every  soldier  in  the 
army. 

After  recovering  from  his  serious  wound,  the  President,  at  the 
special  request  of  Gen.  Grant,  appointed  him  to  succeed  Gen. 
Rosecrans  in  the  command  of  the  department  of  Missouri. 
Later,  the  command  was  extended  to  include  Kansas  and 
Nebraska,  where  Curtis  had  been  relieved,  and  where  a  great 
Indian  war  was  already  breaking  out.  Dodge,  who  had  long 
since  been  made  a  major  general,  found  a  field  of  duty  almost 
as  diflBcult  and  as  complex  in  the  rebel-beridden  state  of  Mis- 
souri &s  he  had  once  governed  at  Corinth.  The  same  energy 
and  zeal,  however,  enabled  him  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos  even 
in  Missouri,  and  the  close  of  his  career  in  the  service  of  the 
government  was  marked  with  the  same  degree  of  loyalty,  zeal 
and  success  with  which  it  had  begun.  The  country  captain 
who  had  drilled  his  little  company  of  rifles  in  Council  Blixtb  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  who  had  led  but  a  single  regiment 
into  Missouri,  ended  his  military  career  as  a  major  general,  a 
commander  of  departments  and  a  leader  of  many  thousands  of 
brave  soldiers. 

It  was  not  in  his  own  state  alone  that  the  great  military  abili- 
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ties  of  Gen.  Dodge  were  Hppreciated.  The  lending  commaaders 
in  tlie  war  recognized  what  the  country  owed  to  hia  services. 
"  While  I  wua  in  Washington,"  wrote  Gen.  Grant  to  Gen. 
lldleuk,  "  I  urged  the  removal  o£  Rosecrans  and  the  substituUou 
of  Dodge  in  his  place.  I  would  like  you  to  urge  this  upon  the 
President." 

Later,  it  wa.i  a  wish  o£  Grant  to  have  Gen.  Dodge  at  the  head 
o£  the  War  Department,  but  important  private  business  inter- 
ests interfered.  "  Dodge,"  aaid  Gen.  Sherman,  "  was  one  of  the 
geueralu  who  actually  fought  throughout  the  civil  war,  and  with 
great  skill,  and  with  great  honor;  but  for  the  blood  of  just  such 
men  as  Gen.  Dodge,  the  government  might  have  perished." 

Geu.  Dodge's  career,  since  the  war  days,  has  been  one  of  great 
business  and  political  importance.  His  friends  insisted  on  hi^ 
being  a  candidate  for  congress  from  Des  Moines.  He  was 
elected  over  a  rival  possessed  of  03  many  and  varied  accomplisb- 
raeuts  as  any  man  in  Iowa,  and  on  going  to  Washington  was 
recognized  us  an  authority  ou  all  great  national  questions.  Great 
capitalists  and  railway  magnates  were  speedily  attracted  to  the 
bold  and  sagacious  leader  who  had  accomplished  tasks  in  railway 
construction  that  had  astonished  the  country.  His  important 
duties  in  connection  with  the  completion  of  the  Union  Pacific — 
a  directorship  and  the  executive  position  he  held  in  that  great 
corporation,  led  liim  to  decline  re-election  to  congress.  In  Iowa 
he  is  still  a  great  projector  and  constructor  of  railways,  and  is 
credited  witli  near  association  with  the  first  capitalists  of  the 
nation.  His  home  is  still  in  Council  BluSs,  though  a  large 
portion  of  his  time  is  spent  in  New  York  City,  where  his  counsel 
is  sought  hy  capitalists  and  organizers. 


Maj.-Geu.  Sanmei  R.  Curtis  was  another  of  Iowa's  most  con- 
spicuous figures  in  the  war  time,  lie  was  Iowa's  first  brigade- 
general,  and  iLs  a  member  of  congress  from  the  state  had 
brought  both  it  and  the  nation  advantage,  and  himself  nalioaal 
reputation.  His  name  will  always  be  linked  with  the  Pacific 
railway  as  an  earnest  first  advocate  of  the  scheme,  as  a  life  long 
promoter  of  it-i  interests,  and  us  the  great  firat  promoter  of  lines 
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that  should  bind  the  extremes  of  the  continent  together  with 
bands  of  steel.  The  commerce  and  the  trade  of  America  owe 
to  his  name  an  unusual  recognition. 

When  Samael  R.  Gurtb  first  advocated  on  the  floors  of  con- 
gress the  building  of  a  Pacific  railroad  over  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains, the  proposition  was  looked  upon  as  the  scheme  of  vision- 
aries. All  the  same,  Curtis  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way, 
working  in  committee  of  congress  and  out  of  committee,  to 
secure  atlention,  until  at  last  a  bill  was  proposed.  Later,  the 
mighty  work  was  undertaken.  A  railroad  to  China  would  not 
have  been  thought  less  practicable  by  many  of  the  wiseacres  in 
con{{resd  than  this  proposed  railroad  to  California. 

Columbus,  at  the  court  of  Spain,  showed  how  au  egg  could 
be  made  to  stand  on  end,  and  then  all  the  king's  courtiers  found 
the  trick  easy.  Curtis  showed  American  engineers  how  to  build 
a  railroad  over  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  since  then  all  the 
engineeni  in  the  country  are  busy  with  stretching  lines  across 
the  plains  and  over  the  mountains  to  the  western  sea. 

Curtis  had  been  educated  as  an  engineer  officer  at  West  Point. 
Ilis  education  served  him  well  later  as  harbor  engineer  of  St. 
Iiouis,  and  later  still  as  engineer  of  the  American  Central  rail- 
way, and  chief  engineer  of  the  Des  Moines  river  improvements. 

But  most  of  all,  this  education  and  these  experiences  served 
him  in  his  great  battle  for  the  Pacific  road. 

He  had  served  in  the  Mexican  war  as  colonel  of  an  Ohio  regi- 
ment, and  also  on  the  staff  of  Oen.  Wool.  Even  before  the 
Mexican  war,  he  had  been  a  successful  lawyer.  As  a  business 
man,  reliable  and  honorable,  his  name  was  well  known  all  over 
Iowa  in  the  years  preceding  the  great  rebellion.  When  the  war 
signal  sounded  at  Sumter,  Curtis  resigned  a  seat  in  congress  and 
on  the  1st  of  June  was  unanimously  elected  colonel  of  the 
Second  Iowa  iiifanti-y.  He  was  the  first  officer  to  lead  an  Iowa 
command  out  of  the  state. 

Shortly,  Gen.  Scott  secured  for  Col.  Curtis  the  appointment 
of  brigadier  genera!,  and  that  autumn  of  1861  he  held  the  most 
important  and  delicate  commands  at  St.  Louis.  This  was  espe- 
cially  the  case  at  the  time  of  Glen.  Fremont^s  removal.    He  had 
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also  formed  and  commanded  the  camp  of  instruction  at  Benton 
Barracks,  and  thousands  ot  Western  soldiers  receiyed  there  their 
first  training  in  war. 

In  the  early  winter  of  1861-2,  Gen.  Halleck  selected  Curtis 
to  command  the  army  of  the  Southwest.  He  was  to  march 
against  the  rebel  general  Price,  then  collecting  a  large  army  at 
Springfield.  His  great  success  in  that  campaign  and  his  brill- 
iant battle  of  Pea  Ridge  have  already  been  related.  For  subor- 
dinates he  had  such  officers  as  Sigel,  Carr,  Osterhaus,  Herron, 
Dodge  and  Davis,  a  galaxy  of  commanders  who  won  reputation 
on  many  fields. 

The  campaign  was  a  brilliant  one,  and  justly  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  whole  country.  It  made  Curtis  a  major  gen- 
eral and  Dodge  and  Sigel  brigadiers.  After  a  needed  rest  on  the 
field  of  his  victory,  Curtis  and  his  army  set  out  on  one  of  the 
severest  and  most  difficult  marches  of  any  war.  It  was  the  march 
from  Boston  Mountains  to  the  Mississippi  river.  Rolla,  the 
main  base  of  supplies,  was  left  hundreds  of  miles  behind,  and 
Curtis  with  his  bold  army  plunged  into  the  desolation,  the 
swamps  and  the  wilderness  of  Northern  Arkansas.  Over  prim- 
itive roads,  where  there  were  any  roads  at  ail,  on  half  rations, 
sometimes  on  almost  no  rations,  the  column  marched  in  the 
direction  of  Little  Rock,  intending  to  capture  and  hold  the  town. 
But  endless  rains  and  bottomless  mires  at  last  made  the  way 
simply  impassable.  The  column  fairly  stuck  fast  in  the  swamps 
and  cane  brakes  of  an  inhospitable  region.  The  campaign  for 
Little  Rock  was  abandoned  and  the  half  famished  army  returned 
as  far  as  Batesville.  After  a  long  delay,  waiting  a  cessation  of 
the  almost  tropical  rains  and  an  improvement  of  the  roads,  the 
column  again  moved — this  time  in  search  of  something  to  eat, 
and  a  new  base  that  might  connect  them  with  the  outer  world. 
A  hundred  miles  and  more  away  was  Clarendon,  on  the  White 
river.  To  this  point  the  union  gunboats  sometimes  ascended, 
and.  once  there,  thought  Curtis  and  his  army,  we  may  find  sup- 
plies. Communication  with  the  North  was  absolutely  cut  off,  and 
the  roads  in  front,  on  flanks,  and  in  rear,  were  watched  by  mur- 
derous bands  of  guerrillas. 


80MB  IOWA  COKUAJSTDEBB.  429 

On  the  4th  of  July  the  column  started  with  fresh  hopes  on  the 
long  road  to  Clarendon.  There,  there  woald  be  rest,  and  food, 
and,  perhaps  shoes  for  the  bleeding  feet.  In  the  mid-summer 
heat  of  an  A  rkansas  climate,  through  the  endless  cane  brakes 
and  cypress  swamps,  fighting  guerrillas  by  day  and  swarms  of 
mosquitoes  by  night,  the  column  trudged  on  and  reached  White 
river  only  to  find  the  gunboats  gone  a  few  short  hours  before. 
It  was  a  bitter,  disappointing  time  for  the  foot-sore,  ragged  and 
hungry  army.  But  not  for  one  moment  was  the  soldiers^  confi- 
dence lost  in  their  brave  leader.  Gen.  Curtis  could  not  control 
the  elements,  nor  time,  nor  accidents.  Turning  to  him,  they 
only  asked  what  they  should  now  do. 

Almost  another  hundred  miles  away,  as  the  roads  run,  is  the 
Mississippi  river.  *^We  will  try  that,^^  said  Glen.  Curtis,  and 
with  brave  hearts  the  tired  and  hungry  little  army  once  more 
started  on  the  march.  There  was  almost  no  water  for  man  or 
beast  on  the  thinly  populated  route.  Where  it  had,  a  few 
weeks  before,  been  nothing  but  water,  now  there  was  none  at  all, 
or  the  little  that  there  was,  was  not  infrequently  poisoned  by  the 
bands  of  rebel  murderers  who  retreated  hour  by  hour  before  the 
advance  of  the  union  army.'*'  A  few  d^ys  more  of  dust,  heat, 
rags  and  hunger,  and  Gurtis^s  army  beheld  the  Mississippi  river 
at  Helena.  It  was  a  glad  sight  for  the  half  famished  column. 
It  was  like  getting  into  *^  God's  country^*  cried  the  soldiers,  just  to 
see  a  great,  free  river,  union  gunboats,  and  well-fed  union  boys 
in  blue.  In  a  sense,  the  army  had  for  weary  months  been  prison* 
era  in  the  desolation  of  central  Arkansas.  The  severe  march 
proved  how  uncomplainingly  the  American  soldier  could  bear 
privation,  hunger  and  hardship,  when  his  country's  honor  was  at 
stake.    It  proved,  too,  the  soldiers'  confidence  in  their  leader. 

Gen.  Curtis  was  soon  called  to  St.  Louis  and  placed  in  com* 
mand  of  the  Department  of  Missouri,  at  that  time  the  most 
difficult  department  to  govern  of  any  in  the  country.  The  city 
was  a  city  of  secessionists.    Union  soldiers    were    murdered 


*QeD.  Curtis  had  reason  to  gnard  against  these  infamoas  hands  of  out- 
laws, for  one  of  them  (QuantreU*s)  had  barbarously  murdered  his  own  ton 
who  was  his  chief  of  staff. 
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nightly,  and  sympathy  and  aid  for  the  Rebels  fighting  all  over 
the  state  were  openly  and  defiantly  extended.  Spite  of  the  thou- 
sand difficulties  surrounding  his  position,  Gen.  Curtis  gOTemed 
well.  He  not  only  managed  the  rebel  element  of  St.  Louis  and 
put  to  rout  the  enemies  of  the  country  in  that  secession  center; 
he  also  won  battles  with  his  armies  in  the  field.  He  kept  the 
leaders  of  his  Missouri  armies  well  supplied  with  troops  and  the 
munitions  of  war,  and  with  information  as  to  every  moTement 
of  the  enemy.  Though  at  a  distance  from  the  field,  he  directed 
everything,  and  it  has  been  said  of  him  that  he  never  lost  a 
battle. 

But  his  dealing  with  Elebels  in  Missouri  was  too  radical  and 
too  successful  to  please  the  conservative,  half  loyal  element  of 
Missouri.  In  an  evil  moment.  President  Lincoln  listened  to  the 
counsels  of  men  who  did  not  have  the  country^s  interest  half  as 
much  at  heart  as  Qen.  Curtis  did.  He  was  simply  too  loyal,  too 
vigorous,  too  much  of  an  American  patriot,  too  good  a  union 
soldier.  For  political  reasons,  the  President  relieved  Curtis  of 
his  important  command.  Lincoln  had  to  make  his  peace  with 
the  conservative  element  of  Missouri,  or  lose  the  staters  vote  in 
the  convention  for  the  presidency.  He  lost  the  vote,  notwith- 
standing his  sacrifice  of  one  of  his  best  commanders. 

Curtis  was  now  sent  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of 
Kansas,  also  an  important  one,  including  most  of  the  former, 
except  that  the  rebel  state  of  Missouri  was  left  out.  His  head- 
quarters were  at  Leavenworth,  and  there  he  exhibited  the  same 
military  capacity,  the  same  loyal  zeal  as  before.  When  the 
rebel  general,  Price,  and  his  army  strode  clear  across  Missouri 
in  the  fall  of  1864,  and  approached  Leavenworth,  swearing  to 
take  it,  its  defenses  and  its  vast  supplies,  Qen.  Curtis,  with  a 
vastly  inferior  force,  took  the  field  and  drove  the  bold  invader 
clear  away  from  Kansas,  out  of  Missouri  and  far  into  the  hidden 
swamps  and  mountain  fastnesses  of  Arkansas.  In  half  a  dozen 
battles  and  twice  as  many  skirmishes,  he  beat  the  rebel  army  and 
compelled  its  leaders  to  admit  a  loss  of  10,00C  men  in  the  cam- 
paign. In  the  pursuit  of  Price  and  in  the  return,  Cnrtis^s  men 
had  made  a  march  of  900  miles,  and  in  the  battles  he  had 
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but  1,800  union  men  had  been  killed  and  wounded.    It  was  of 
such  leadership  the  state  of  Iowa  had  just  reason  to  be  proud. 

Gen.  Curtis  was  a  military  man  who  had  great  pride  in  his 
calling,  great  ambition  for  success.  He  was  a  man  of  grand 
personal  appearance,  possessed  of  great  self  control,  unrufAed 
temper,  calm  judgment — good  sense.  Iowa  may  wait  long  for 
a  man  capable  of  conferring  greater  honor  on  the  commonwealth. 


Another  of  the  brilliant  military  galaxy  of  whom  Iowa  was 
proud  in  the  ^^  War  Times,"  and  whose  name  and  deeds  shed 
lustre  on  the  state,  was  brevet  Maj.-Gten.  Wm.  W.  Belknap,  who 
entered  the  union  service  as  major  of  the  Fifteenth  infantry,  and 
who  ended  his  military  career  as  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  cabinet 
of  the  greatest  captain  of  modern  times.  He  was  the  beau  ideal 
of  an  American  soldier — a  man  of  finest  physique,  courageous  to 
an  extreme,  trained  in  the  art  of  war,  in  love  with  his  profes- 
sion, of  popular  manners — and  a  patriot.  Nature  and  education 
had  combined  to  make  him  a  successful  soldier.  His  father 
before  him  had  been  a  distinguished  officer  in  the  regular  army, 
and  served  with  honor  in  the  earlier  wars  of  the  republic.  For 
personal  gallantry  he  had  been  brevetted  brigadier  general  at 
the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  and  he  died  in  Texas  while  in  his 
country's  service.  His  son,  born  in  New  York  state  in  1829, 
and  graduated  at  Princeton  College  in  1848,  partook  of  the 
&ther^s  love  of  country,  and  later  of  his  love  of  war.  As  a 
young  man  he  studied  law  at  Washington  City  and  entered  upon 
his  profession  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  as  a  partner  of  the  Hon.  Ralph 
P.  Lowe,  later  supreme  judge  and  governor  of  the  state.  As  a 
Douglas  Democrat,  Belknap  was  elected  to  the  Iowa  legislature 
in  1857. 

When  the  war  tocsin  sounded,  Belknap  was  successfully  prac- 
ticing his  profession  at  Keokuk,  where,  as  captain  of  a  company 
of  Rifles,  he  found  exercise  for  his  military  tastes.  Qov.  Kirk- 
wood  promptly  made  him  major  of  the  Fifteenth  regiment,  a 
command  of  which  his  brother-in-law,  Hugh  T.  Reid,  was  colonel. 

His  personal  gallantry  and  his  coolness  in  danger  won  for  him 
the  attention  of  his  chief  commander  in  his  very  first  battle. 
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Belknap  was  brave  at  Shiloh,  as  he  was  in  every  battle  where  his 
sword  was  drawn.  Courage,  presence  of  mind  in  posts  of  danger, 
and  cool  sense  in  leading  men  in  peril  were  the  qualities  he 
possessed.  Shortly  he  became  colonel  of  his  regiment,  one  of 
the  distinguished  organizations  that  reflected  credit  on  Iowa  in 
the  war.  He  led  this^i  brave  command  in  the  battle  of  Corinth 
and  won  for  himself  the  praise  of  his  brigade  commander  for 
gallantry.  AH  through  the  Yicksburg  campaign,  his  history 
and  that  of  his  regiment  were  one,  though  for  a  time  he  had 
served  on  the  staff  of  the  accomplished  Qen.  McPherson. 

In  the  great  Atlanta  campaign,  a  campaign  more  noted  for 
constant  battles  and  for  eventual  success  than  any  campaign  in 
the  war,  he  bore  a  conspicuous  part.  In  ihe  terrible  struggle 
of  the  22d  of  July,  when  the  left  wing  of  the  union  army  was 
surprised,  and  for  a  time  overwhelmed  and  almost  beaten,  there 
was  no  braver  man  than  Belknap  in  hurling  the  Rebels  back. 
It  was  a  day  noted  for  personal  and  individual  valor.  The  key 
points  were  held,  and  the  supremest  conflicts  waged,  not  by 
whole  army  corps  nor  by  solid  marching  divisions,  but  by  single 
regiments  and  fractions  of  regiments,  led  to  deeds  of  awful 
daring  by  the  valor  of  men  like  Belknap.  He  and  the  noble 
and  now  lamented  Iledrick,  were  at  their  midday  lunch  when 
khe  unexpected  and  terrible  assault  was  commenced  on  front, 
flank  and  rear  of  their  command.  Instantly  they  buckled  on 
their  swords,  and  instantly  the  brave  Iowa  brigade,  the  Eleventh, 
Thirteenth,  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  regiments,  led  by  Col. 
William  Hall  of  the  Eleventh,  was  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the 
terrible  engagements  of  the  war. 

Belknap's  personal  valor  on  that  fierce  afternoon  of  battle 
brought  him  just  renown.  The  whole  division  in  which  the 
Iowa  regimtmts  served,  fought  like  heroes,  and  a  disaster  to  the 
left  wing,  if  not  to  the  whole  of  Sherman's  army,  was  averted 
largely  by  the  fighting  of  Iowa  soldiers,  whether  under  Giles  A. 
Sn.ith  or  the  intrepid  Qen.  Dodge.  To  the  Iowa  brigade  and 
Belknap's  Fift^H^nth  Iowa,  fell  some  of  the  severest  fighting  of 
the  war.  There  was  no  battle  front.  Every  post  and  every 
direction  was  the  i>ost  and  the  direction  of  danger.    The  rear 
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and  the  front  were  synonymous  terms,  and  the  flanks  became 
centers  and  the  centers  flanks.  There  was  no  safe  spot  to  fly  to 
on  all  that  battle  field.  If  the  front  were  dangerous,  the  rear 
was  more  dangerous  still.  The  gallant  Lt.-Col.  Hedrick,  shot  at 
the  front,  was  borne  rearwards  only  to  be  shot  again.  At  the 
very  commencement  of  the  conflict,  the  beloved  McPherson  was 
shot  dead,  at  a  point  where  no  enemy  was  thought  to  be.  The 
same  line  of  breastworks  was  used  for  friend  or  foe,  fighting  now 
on  this  side,  now  on  that,  and  sometimes,  at  different  parts  of 
the  breastwork,  fighting  from  both  sides  at  once.  There  were 
few  commands  from  general  officers.  There  could  be  only  few. 
Each  regiment,  each  part  of  a  regiment,  fought  for  itself — each 
officer,  each  soldier,  doing  the  work  right  before  him,  trusting  to 
sword,  to  musket  or  to  bayonet,  to  save  his  life  and  the  army. 

Once  during  the  fight  the  enemy  advanced  in  solid  column, 
three  lines  deep,  and  was  driven  back  in  confusion  by  Hall's  and 
Pott8*s  brigades.  *'It  was  not  five  minutes,^*  says  Gen.  Smith, 
^^from  the  repulse  of  this  last  assault,  when  another  desperate 
attempt  was  made  from  the  opposite  side  of  UalPs  brigade. 
Again  the  men  jumped  over  their  works,  and  the  most  desperate 
fight  of  the  day  now  took  place.  The  enemy,  having  the  cover 
of  the  woods,  could  approach  in  many  places  within  fifteen  or 
twenty  yards  of  our  works  without  discovery.  Rebel  command- 
ers, with  such  men  as  would  follow  them,  would  not  infrequently 
occupy  one  side  of  the  works  and  our  men  the  other.  Many 
individual  acts  of  heroism  here  occurred.  The  flags  of  two 
opposing  regiments  would  meet  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
same  works  and  would  be  flaunted  by  their  respective  bearers 
in  each  other's  faces.  Men  were  bayoneted  across  the  works, 
and  officers  with  their  swords  fought  hand  to  hand  with  men 
with  bayonets.  Col.  Belknap  took  prisoner  Col.  Lampley  of  the 
Forty-fifth  Alabama,  pulling  him  over  the  works  by  his  coat 
collar,  while  being  several  times  fired  at  by  men  at  his  side. 

Several  times  during  this  hot  battle  that  lasted  from  noon 

till  seven  in  the  evening,  the  union  line  changed  position.     Four 

times  during  the  battle  the  men  were  compelled  by  attacks  in 

their  rear  to  change  from  one  side  of  the  works  to  the  other. 

I.  W.  T.-28 
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The  loss  of  Smith's  hard-fighting  division  where  the  Iowa  brig- 
ade stood,  was  Ifi^O  men,  but  the  enemy  lost  4,000  on  the  same 
short  line.  ^'Col.  Belknap,"  in  this  fight,  says  the  division  com- 
mander, ^^displayed  all  the  qualities  of  an  accomplished  soldier." 
Nowhere  in  the  history  of  warfare  on  this  continent  did  oppos- 
ing soldiers  fight  with  greater  desperation  than  did  the  soldiers 
fighting  that  day  for  the  victory  at  Atlanta.  Belknap,  through- 
3ut  the  engagement,  say  his  comrades  and  commanders,  showed 
i  complete  disregard  for  personal  danger.  He  not  only  cheered 
[lis  men  by  his  voice,  but  nerved  them  by  fighting  himself  in  the 
bottest  of  the  conflict.  His  valor  and  his  ability  justly  won  him 
the  regard  of  his  superior  oflScers,  and  a  promotion  over  which 
his  whole  command  rejoiced. 

On  the  30th  of  July  he  was  made  a  brigadier  general,  and 
was  put  iu  command  of  the  famous  Crocker  brigade.  To  lead 
such  a  command  was  an  honor  to  any  officer,  however  high  his 
rank  or  valorous  his  deeds.  In  the  succeeding  battles  about 
Atlanta,  Belknap  won  additional  reputation  as  a  clear-headed 
man  in  battle,  and  in  the  autumn  following  led  his  gallant  brig- 
ade with  Sherman  to  the  sea.  In  the  short  siege  of  Savannah, 
at  the  taking  of  Columbia  and  at  Bentonsville,  Sherman^s  last 
battle  of  the  war,  this  command  occupied,  as  ever,  responsible 
and  arduous  positions. 

When  the  great  review  of  the  armies  at  Washington  was 
over,  Belknap  was  placed  in  command  for  a  while  of  a  division, 
and  then  of  a  corps,  being  at  the  same  time  brevetted  major 
general  of  volunteers.  His  career  drew  to  him  the  confidence 
and  friendship  of  Gen.  Grant,  who  gave  him  a  valuable  civil 
appointment  as  a  revenue  collector  in  Iowa,  and  later  called  him 
to  a  place  in  his  cabinet  as  Secretary  of  War. 


One  of  lowa^s  brigade  commanders  who  won  distinction,  was 
Marcellus  M.  Crocker.  He  was  a  man  of  note  in  Iowa,  even 
before  the  war  demanded  its  volunteers  and  its  victims.  There 
was  possibly  not  a  better  known  criminal  lawyer  in  all  the  state 
in  the  spring  of  1S61  than  he  who  soon  became  captain  of  Com- 
pany D,  of  the  Second  Iowa  infantry. 
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From  his  home  in  Des  Moines  he  was  called  to  many  of  the 
noted  criminal  trials  all  over  Iowa.  He  possessed  a  wonderfal 
zeal  for  his  clients*  interests  and  seldom  lost  his  case.  He  was 
a  bold  and  magnetic  speaker  and  full  of  resources.  The  effect 
of  his  jury  arguments  was  often  magical.  He  never  knew  the 
word  *^fair*  in  anything.  Even  as  a  boy  he  had  exhibited  the 
qualities  that  were  to  mark  him  a  man  among  men.  His  father, 
Col.  James  Q.  Crocker,  died  in  1847,  while  the  boy  was  a  cadet 
at  West  Point.  A  large  family  of  young  children  was  left  for 
a  mother  in  poor  circumstances  to  support.  The  young  cadet, 
the  oldest  of  the  children,  realized  the  situation,  threw  up  his 
appointment  at  the  military  institution,  and  hurried  home  to 
aid  in  earning  bread  for  the  family.  Near  to  the  little  village 
of  Lancaster,  in  Keokuk  county,  was  the  home  farm,  a  bit  of 
land  and  a  rude  cabin  on  the  prairie.  ^^As  long  as  I  live,**  said 
Gen.  Williamson,  a  friend  of  Grocker*s,  ^*I  shall  remember  the 
manly  struggle  and  the  heroic  conduct  of  the  boy  in  that  cold, 
bad  winter  of  1848-9,  when  his  utmost  endurance  was  tried  just 
to  keep  his  mother  and  the  younger  members  of  the  family  from 
starving  and  freezing.^*  And  this  was  the  brilliant,  the  success- 
ful, thef  heroic  Grocker^s  start  in  life. 

In  another  year  the  boy  moved  the  family  into  the  village  and 
supported  it  there  by  teaching  school,  while  his  spare  hours 
were  spent  in  studying  law  books.  There  were  no  law  schools, 
no  law  lectures,  no  strong  colleges  in  the  prairies  of  the  West 
in  those  days  to  educate  and  hold  up  the  hands  of  young  aspir- 
ants to  the  bar.  Iowa*s  most  brilliant  criminal  lawyer  educated 
himself  largely  by  the  light  of  a  tallow  candle,  in  a  cabin  of  a 
frontier  village.  How  well  he  did  it,  his  wonderful  success  in 
his  profession  proved. 

Crocker  was  born  for  success,  but  not  the  success  of  accident. 
Every  step  he  took  upward  in  life  was  carved  by  the  strength  of 
his  will  and  the  fire  of  his  zeal. 

When  the  war  came,  he  was  a  man  of  note.  He  did  not  wait 
to  be  appointed  colonel  of  a  regiment  before  answering  to  his 
coantry*s  call  in  its  distress,  but  promptly  marched  to  the  sol- 
I*  camp  with  his  little  band  of  a  hundred  men — and  with  the 
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zciil  of  Ilis  lioyliood  did  the  work  that  lay  nearest,  trusting  to 
his  own  sword  urid  his  valor  for  the  rest.  He  was  shortly  pro- 
moted to  he  major  of  his  regiment  [the  Second)  and  in  a  few 
months  Gov.  Ivirkwood  selected  him  to  be  colonel  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Iowa  infantry.  In  the  great  battle  baptism  of  Shiloh, 
there  Wiw  not  it  cooler  nor  a  braver  colonel  ou  the  field.  Hia 
opportunity  had  come,  and  with  one  of  the  bravest  of  regiments 
he  prove  the  mettle  of  the  man.  Aa  has  elsewhere  been  stated, 
Crocker,  on,  that  day,  by  coolness  under  Sre  and  by  personal 
valor,  made  the  foundation  of  his  military  fame.  His  regiment 
was  a  brave  one,  and  before  the  conSict  ended,  its  colonel  was 
leading  the  brigade. 

Many  of  the  Iowa  commands  and  Iowa  commanders  won 
fame  in  that  awful  battle,  bnt  few  of  the  regiments  more  deserv- 
edly than  the  regiment  led  by  Col.  Crocker,  and  none  of  th« 
commanders  more  deservedly  than  Crocker  himself, 

The  battle  over,  the  famous  "  Crocker "  brigade  was  shortly 
organized  and  pliiced  under  his  command.  It  was  a  command  of 
Iowa  men  alone,  composed  of  the  Eleventh,  Thirteenth,  Fif- 
teenth and  Sixteenth  regiments.  The  brigading  of  these  Iowa 
regiments  together,  to  be  led  by  an  Iowa  man,  was  the  work  of 
Col.  W.  T.  Clark,  later  brevet  major  general.  He  had  long  plan- 
ned for  it  and  the  heroism  of  the  Iowa  men  at  Shiloh  and  the 
military  abilities  of  Crocker  exhibited  there,  at  last  moved  Oen. 
Grant  to  li:«ten  to  his  appeal.  What  a  brigade  this  became  in  the 
hi.story  of  the  war!  "Crocker's  Iowa  brigade  mil  ever  hold  a  place 
in  the  history  of  the  Civil  War,"  said  Gen.  Sherman.  "ItisB 
brigade,"  said  Gen-  Grant,  "renowned  for  its  marches,  ita  battles, 
it^  losse-i,  and  fur  the  high  soldierly  (inalities  of  its  tirst  eom- 
man<ler."  It  became  the  Third  brigade  of  the  Fourth  divition 
of  the  Seventei'nth  army  corps,  but  it  wan  shortly  known  to  the 
army  as  "The  Iowa,  or  Crocker  brigade."  It  was  the  only 
one  in  tin-  army  of  the  Tennessee,  or  In  the  army  of  the  Union, 
that  held  it«  original  organization  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

For  many  mouths,  Crocker's  history  and  the  brigade's  history 
were  one.  Owing  to  Crocker's  perfect  and  thorough  discipljas, 
the  command  l>ecame  renowned  for  promptness  ot  movennnt. 
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soldierly  demeanor  and  gallantry  in  action.  The  army  inspector 
found  no  regiments  better  trained,  no  camps  so  clean  and  well- 
ordered,  no  arms  so  well  prepared  for  battle,  no  braver  men.  In 
the  terrific  conflicts  about  Atlanta,  the  brigade,  now  led  by  Col. 
Hall  of  the  Eleventh,  not  only  helped  to  save  disaster  to  the 
army,  but  its  hard  fighting  won  the  warmest  encomiums  from 
a  brave  foe.  Not  less  than  20  rebel  regiments  assaulted  it  in 
turn,  in  a  vain  hope  of  capturing  its  position.  It  was  in  this 
assault  that  a  single  shot  from  young  de  Gress^s  battery  in  the 
Fifteenth  corps,  killed  or  wounded  every  man  but  one  in  a  rebel 
cavalry  company  of  18  men.  In  a  few  short  minutes  this  single 
battery  placed  140  men  hors  de  combat.  The  rebel  attack  on 
our  position  was  certainly  one  of  the  fiercest  ever  made  by  an 
army,  and  its  repulse  as  fierce  as  the  onslaught.  The  hand  and 
spirit  of  the  trainer  were  in  every  movement  of  the  brigade. 

Crocker  himself  had  long  before  been  given  the  command  of 
a  division.  When  the  last  and  successful  campaign  on  Yicks- 
burg  was  begun,  in  the  spring  of  1863,  Qen.  McPherson  directed 
Crocker  to  lead  the  division  of  Quinby,  who  was  then  in  the 
North  on  leave.  This  was  one  of  the  hard  fighting  divisions  of 
the  army.  Its  regiment  had  seen  many  battles  and  Crocker 
found  the  men  the  very  best  type  of  the  western  soldier.  They 
were  well  trained,  inured  to  hardship,  and  they  would  fight. 
Earlier  chapters  have  recorded  the  heroism  of  Crocker's  men  at 
Jackson,  at  Champion  Hills,  and  in  the  assault  on  Yicksburg. 

But  Crocker  was  a  sick  man.  He  had  never  been  strong,  the 
rigors  of  the  last  campaign  had  been  severe  and  constant,  and 
consumption  had  already  marked  the  brave  soldier  as  a  victim. 
There  was  no  choice  but  to  come  north,  rest,  and,  if  possible, 
recuperate.  Qen.  Qrant  urged  this  course  on  him  personally. 
It  was  in  the  summer  of  1863  that  Crocker  came  to  his  home  in 
Des  Moines.  It  happened  that  the  '^ Union**  convention  to 
nominate  a  governor  was  soon  in  session.  He  was  the  choice  of 
those  present  for  the  nomination  and  he  was  urged  to  accept  the 
honor.  **No/'  said  he,  '4f  a  soldier  is  worth  anything,  he  can- 
not be  spared  from  the  field;  and,  if  he  is  worthless,  he  will  not 
make  a  good  governor.**    Such  was  Crocker*s  exalted  idea  of 


S  IOWA  IS  WAB  TDCBB. 

)atriotisin  and  of  duty.  Shortly  he  returned  to  the  army  and 
ras  made  commander  at  Natchez,  and  in  the  following  autumn 
le  went  with  Sherman  on  his  Meridian  campaign.  HI  health 
¥as  gradually  breaking*him  down,  so  that  by  the  spring  of  1864| 
accepted  a  command  in  New  Mexico  in  the  rain  hope  that 
;he  milder  climate  might  restore  him  to  health  and  nsefol- 
Once  more  he  started  for  the  field  of  active  duty,  but  his 
Tail  body  was  not  equal  to  lus  courageous  spirit.  He  went  east 
X)  Washington  City,  and  on  the  36th  of  August,  1865,  died  at 
lYillard's  hotel.  He  was  given  a  state  funeral  and  all  Iowa 
amented  the  loss  of  so  brave  a  soldier  and  so  distinguished  a 
citizen. 


Major  (General  Frederick  Steele  was  not  an  Iowa  man,  though 
^or  a  short  time  colonel  of  an  Iowa  regiment,  the  Eighth.  He 
W9B  a  captain  of  large  experience  in  the  regular  army,  had  seen 
service  in  Mexico  and  had  been  jnomoted  for  personal  gallantry 
it  Ghapultepec  and  Gontreras.  His  company  happened  to  be  in 
Missouri  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  it  formed  a  part  of  the 
EUgulars  who  did  such  gallant  fighting  at  the  side  of  the  First 
Iowa  at  Wilson^s  Greek.    His  braveiy  on  that  oecasion  led  the 

vemor  to  give  him  command  of  an  Iowa  regiment,  f^om  which 
post  he  was  soon  promoted  to  be  brigadier  general,  leaving  the 
leadership  of  the  Eighth  Iowa  to  the  accomplished  and  brav^ 
Col.  Gtoddes.  Oen.  Steele  was  a  meritorious  commander  and  pro* 
motions  and  important  posts  followed  rapidly.  There  was 
seldom  a  time  when  Iowa  troops  did  not  form  a  part  of  his  com- 
mand. He  led  them  at  Chickasaw  Bayou,  at  Arkansas  Post,  at 
Vicksburg,  at  Jackson,  at  Helena,  at  Jenkins*  Ferry, -and  at 

(bile — and  usually  he  led  them  to  victoiy.  He  was  a  kind 
hearted  and  a  humane  officer,  and  the  laurels  he  won  as  a  general 
were  earned  by  his  military  talents. 


Francis  J.  Herron  was  the  youngest  officer  from  lowm  to  be 
made  major  general.  Not  only  this,  his  company  was  the  first 
Iowa  command  tendered  by  the  governor  to  the  secrstaiy  of 
war.    This  was  Jan.  24th,  1861.  Herron  was  a  young  Dabuqoe 
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banker  when  the  war  trumpet  sounded,  and  his  ^^  Governor's 
Greys"  soon  became  company  I,  o£  the  First  Iowa  infantry.  He 
was  one  of  the  gallant  captains  at  Wilson^s  Greek,  where  erery 
man  was  brave,  and  b}'  the  following  September  Gov.  Kirk  wood 
made  the  boy  captain  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Ninth  infantry. 
At  the  splendid  victory  of  Pea  Ridge,  llerron^s  gallantry  again 
won  deserved  recognition,  for  he  fought  desperately  in  a  hand  to 
hand  conflict,  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  The  battle  made 
him  a  brigadier  general. 

For  the  victory  of  Prairie  Grove,  one  of  the  noted  and  hanl 
won  victories  of  the  war,  a  victory  his  own,  the  government 
promptly  made  him  major  general  of  volunteers,  and  his  advance- 
ment to  important  commands  shortly  followed.  No  one  seemed 
to  win  promotion  so  rapidly,  but  the  history  of  his  battles  shows 
the  promotions  to  have  been  deserved. 


Brevet  Major  General  Fitz  Henry  Warren  was  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  accomplished  men  of  the  state,  when  the  war 
came  on.  He  came  west  to  Burlington,  after  a  business  career 
in  Massachusetts,  in  the  summer  of  1844,  and  in  1849  President 
Taylor  appointed  him  assistant  Postmaster  General.  The  excel- 
lent judgment  with  which  he  performed  the  important  duties  of 
his  position  attracted  very  general  attention,  and  his  name  and 
character  rapidly  became  a  credit  to  the  state.  When  Millard 
Fillmore  signed  the  Fugitive  Slave  law,  Warren  threw  up  his 
appointment  and  left  the  service  of  the  administration.  His 
refusal  to  be  a  party  to  a  policy  so  inhuman  and  so  liable  to 
drift  the  country  into  eventual  disaster,  maile  Fitz  Henry  War- 
ren a  popular  man,  and  he  was  soon  selected  as  one  of  the  prom- 
inent managers  in  the  campaign  for  Gen.  Scott.  In  the  cam- 
paign of  1860,  also,  be  became  prominent,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  supporters  of  Mr.  Lincoln  before  the  people. 
After  the  election,  his  former  position  in  the  cabinet  as  assistant 
Postmaster  General  was  tenderer]  him,  but  declined,  he  preferring 
to  enter  the  military  service  of  his  country  as  a  cavalry  officer 
of  volunteers. 

He  was  given  the  command  of  th«.'  First  cavalry  regiment  of 
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owa,  aud  daring  the  winter  of  1862-3  campaigned  in  the  state 
it  Missouri  under  Gen.  Curtis.  In  the  early  autumn  of  1862, 
le  had  received  the  rank  of  a  brigadier  general.  When  the 
ebel  general  Marmaduke  entered  Missouri  with  5,000  men, 
Yarren  divided  his  little  army  and  sent  half  of  it  under  Col. 
ferrill  against  him.  This  force  fought  the  unequal  battle  of 
lartsville  and  drove  the  rebel  army  in  disgrace.  Up  and  down 
he  rebel  state  of  Missouri,  the  cavalry  of  Warren  rode  by  day 
id  by  night.  There  was  almost  never  any  rest  from  chasing 
iierrillas,  clearing  roads,  holding  outposts,  protecting  the  flanks 
i  the  infantry  and  skirmishing  with  bands  of  the  enemy  who 
^ould  suddenly  swarm  out  of  the  mountains  of  Arkansas  and, 
'hen  pursued,  as  suddenly  disappear.  For  man  and  for  beast 
le  hardships  of  such  irregular  yet  constant  campaigning  were 
ntold.  Eighteen  long  hours  at  a  time  in  the  saddle,  and  almost 
ithout  food,  was  not  an  uncommon  occurrence.  To-day  here, 
►-morrow  almost  a  hundred  miles  away — that  Was  cavalry  life 
L  Missouri  in  those  days;  all  the  dangers,  all  the  hardships  of 
ittle,  and  little  of  its  glory.  Constant  skirmishing  and  rest* 
ss  pursuit  of  guerrillas,  though  of  immense  use  to  the  army 
id  to  the  country,  made  little  fame. 

Once  in  the  summer  of  1863,  Gten.  Warren  came  home  on 
ave  of  absence,  and  while  here  was  a  most  popular  candidate 
^fore  the  republican  convention  for  the  nomination  for  gov- 
nor.  But  for  his  withdrawing  his  name  at  the  most  critical 
loment  he  might  have  succeeded.  After  one  of  the  most  grace- 
il  speeches  ever  made  to  a  body  of  politicians,  he  retired  from 
le  convention  with  new  friends  and  went  back  to  his  post  in  the 
'uiy.  That  autumn  he  was  sent  to  New  Orleans,  and  thence  to 
le  command  of  the  First  division  of  the  Thirteenth  army  corps 
peratiug  in  Texas.  The  following  spring  he  was  ordered 
i  the  command  of  the  district  of  Baton  Rouge,  in  Louisiana, 
here,  it  is  said,  his  excellent  administrative  qualities,  his  good 
idgment  and  his  radical  loyalty  accomplished  much  good,  and 
irrectt^d  many  abuses.  The  close  of  the  war  found  him  serving 
I  New  York  city. 
In  tho  early  war  d.iys  of  1861,  Gen.  Warren  was  an  associate 
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editor  of  the  New  York  Tribune,  aud  as  author  of  the  "  On  to 
Richmond"  letters,  achieved  national  reputation.  The  letters 
proved  him  a  vigorous  writer,  a  loyal  editor  and  a  man  of  ideas. 
It  is  believed  the  excitement  his  letters  created  hurried  the  march 
toward  Richmond  and  the  Bull  Run  defeat.  It  cost  Warren  his 
position  on  the  Tribune,  and  made  a  soldier  of  a  man  who,  had 
Bull  Run  been  a  victory,  would  doubtless  have  remained  one  of 
the  strongest,  most  versatile  and  useful  writers  and  speakers  of 
the  war  period.  More,  it  would  have  called  such  attention  to  Gen. 
Warren's  name  as  to  have  assured  to  him  the  high  promotion 
his  cultivated  mind  and  unusual  gifts  would  have  warranted. 
*'Hi«  speech  was  eloquent,"  said  a  life  long  friend,  "  his  pen  vigor- 
ous for  the  cause  that  he  espoused,  and  his  was  the  courage  of  a 
brave  man  in  a  grand  purpose." 


Another  noted  Iowa  officer  of  high  rank  was  brevet  Maj.  Gen. 
John  M.  Corse,  the  hero  of  Allatoona.    With  the  history  of  that 
battle  alone,  his  fame  would  be  secure.    His  gallantry,  however, 
was  not  confined  to  that  alone.    At  Chattanooga,  in  the  storm- 
ing of  Mission  Ridge,  in  the  famous  reconnoissance  of  Jackson, 
and  other  bloody  fields.  Corse  exhibited  the  qualities  of  a  fear- 
less soldier  and  a  bold  leader.    He  was  repeatedly  wounded  in 
battle,  and  for  heroism  on  the  field  was  repeatedly  promoted. 
Every  step  in  his  brilliant  career  upward,  from  his  post  of  major 
iu  the  Sixth  infantry,  to  the  command  of  the  division  of  a  major 
general,  was  the  result  of  hard  fighting  and  soldierly  ability.    A 
braver  man  than  Corse  never  led  Iowa  soldiers  to  battle.    Since 
the  war,  he  has  lived  first,  in  Chicago,  as  a  man  of  important 
aflhirs,  a  collector  of  the  port  and  a  constructor  of  railways  and 
public  works.    Later,  he  went  to  Boston  to  live,  married  there  a 
niece  of  President  Pierce,  traveled  for  several  years  in  Europe, 
and  returning  home  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the  city  of  his 
adoption.    There  were  many  others  of  the  Iowa  commanders, 
both  colonels  and  generals,   who,  though  lacking  the  opportu- 
nity to  acquire  national  fame,  were  nevertheless  distinguished 
men  in  Iowa  and,  as  officers,  popular  with  their  soldiers  and  suc- 
cessful with  their  commands.    At  once,  the  reader  recalls  Gen. 
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\rande7er,  the  first  colonel  of  the  Ninth  infantrj,  who  with 
liis  regiment  won  such  honors  at  Pea  Ridge:  Geddes,  the  Scotch- 
nan,  the  bravest  man  at  Shiloh,  whose  regiment  more  than  any 
>ther  single  command,  stood  between  Chrant^s  army  and  destmc* 
tion;  Tattle  of  Donelson,  who  with  a  single  regiment  stormed 
bhe  works,  did  what  whole  brigades  had  fiuled  to  do,  and  won 
the  first  important  victory  of  the  war;  Hatch,  the  brave  cavalry 
rider  who,  entrusted  with  large  commands,  helped  to  keep  Hood 
^ut  of  Tennessee,  and  whose  daring  men  dismounted,  marched 
into  the  battle  of  Nashville  as  infantry,  stormed  the  rebel  works 
and  led  the  right  wing  of  Thomases  army  to  certain  victory; 
the  brothers,  Samael  A.  and  Elliott  W.  Bice,  heroes  of  Jenkins* 
Ferry  and  of  Belmont;  Matthies  of  luka;  Winslow,  the  daring 
rider,  whose  brigade  saved  the  army  at  Onntown,  and  whose 
troopers  never  lost  a  battle;  Bossey,  Sherman^s  leader  of  cavalry 
at  Yicksbarg;  Gilbert,  the  first  officer  to  enter  the  rebel  works 
at  Fort  de  Russey;  Stone,  leading  the  first  command  into  Co* 
lambia;  Hill,  leading  his  last  charge  at  Nashville,  and  Add.  H. 
Sanders,  one  of  the  heroes  of  Corinth  and  Atlanta.    He  com* 
menced  his  soldier  career  as  an  aide  on  Gov.  Kirkwood^s  staflP, 
and  as  second  colonel  of  the  Sixteenth  led  that  regiment  in 
some  of  the  fiercest  conflicts  of  the  war.    At  Atlanta,  over- 
powered, captared,  but  fighting  to  the  last,  both  colonel  and 
regiment  were  taken  to  the  horrible  prison  pens  of  the  south. 
At  Corinth,  while  rallying  his  regiment,  Qen*  Sanders  received 
an  almost  mortal  wound.    Since  the  war,  among  other  import- 
ant posts  he  has  held,  is  that  of  acting  governor  of  Montana 
territory. 

Then  there  are  Coon  and  Benton  and  Clark,  the  gallant  Hed- 
rick,  and  a  dozen  others — names  cherished  by  their  soldiers  and 
their  state.  With  them,  troop  into  memory^s  line  the  names  of 
gallant  officers  from  almost  every  Iowa  regiment,  just  aa  heroic 
and  deserving,  bat  whose  shoulders  never  were  graced  with  the 
insignia  of  high  promotion.  Often  they  led  brigade  commands, 
or,  like  Shaw  and  others,  even  commanded  divisions.  Their 
deeds  are  their  histories,  and  are  recorded  in  the  pictores  of  the 
hard  battles  they  helped  to  win.    Their  manhood,  their  heroism. 
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their  sacrifices,  were  known  to  the  brave  men  whom  they  led 
into  the  conflict,  and  their  best  eulogy  is  that  these  men  of  the 
ranks  loved  and  remembered  them.* 


•LIST  OF  IOWA  GENERALS, 


MAJOR  OBNBBAL8. 


Samael  R.  Curtis. 
Frank  J.  Herron. 


W.  T.  Clark. 
Qymt  Bussey. 
John  M.  Corse. 
Wm.  W.  Belknap. 
Wm.  Vandever. 
H.  H.  Heatb.     . 
Fits  Henry  Warren. 


James  M.  Tuttle. 
envies  L.  Matthies. 
Haroellus  M.  Crocker. 


Frederick  Steele. 
Grenville  M.  Dodfre. 


BREVET  MAJOR  ORNBRAL8. 


James  I.  Gilbert. 
James  A.  Williamson. 
Jacob  G.  Lauman. 
Edward  Hatch. 
W.  L.  Elliott. 
Elliott  W.  Rice. 


BBIOADIER  QENEBAL8. 


Samuel  A.  Rioe. 
John  Edwards. 
Hugh  T.  Reid. 


BRBVBT  BRIQADIBR  QENBRAIil* 


8.  G.  Hill. 
Samuel  L.  Glasgow. 
Fnmcis  M.  Drake. 
George  A.  Stone. 
W.  W.  Lowe. 
James  L  Geddee. 
John  Bruoe. 
D.  B.  Hillis. 
Alex.  G.  McQueen. 
Gea  M.  O'Brien. 
John  Pattee. 
George  Pomutz. 
W.  M.  Stone. 
James  B.  Weaver. 
James  Wilton. 
Harvey  Graham. 
Ales.  Ohambors. 
Edward  F.  WinHlow. 


Thomas  H.  Benton. 
Clark  R.  Wever. 
Datos  E.  Coon. 
Georgre  W.  Clark. 
J.  M.  Hedrick. 
Matthew  .M.  Trumbull. 
Addison  H.  Sanders. 
William  McE.  Dye. 
Joseph  B.  Leake. 
John  M.  Noble. 
James  C.  Parrott. 
R.  F.  Patterson. 
John  H.  Stibbs. 
Wm.  Thompson. 
John  Williams. 
Edward  Wnght. 
John  0.  Hudnutt. 
Samuel  M.  Pollock. 


CHAPTER    XXXIV. 

SOME  SOLDIER  CIVILIANS. 

Probably  no  army  in  the  world  was  ever  organized  with  so 
aany  men  of  intelligence  among  the  rank  and  file  as  the  great 
rmy  fighting  for  the  Union.  There  were  men  carrying  mas* 
:ets  who  had  the  genius  for  commanding  armies.  There  were 
cien  fit  to  be  judges,  sounding  bugles  for  the  infantry;  there  was 
he  material  for  governors  swinging  the  sabre  of  the  private 
oldier  in  the  cavalry.  It  was  distinctively  and  especially  an 
Tmy  of  patriots,  of  men  of  intelligence — ^it  was  the  army  of 
he  people  of  the  Republic. 

That  Iowa  had  its  share  of  intelligence  in  the  lower  ranks,  or 
n  subordinate  positions,  is  evidenced  by  the  number  of  men 
7ho  on  leaving  the  army  rose  to  preferment,  to  places  of  state 
listinction,  gaining  honorable  repute.  A  few  of  them  may  be 
nentioned  by  name,  not  more  to  show  that  republics  are  not 
intirely  ungrateful  than  to  recall  that  the  experiences  of  the 
irmy  did  not  unfit  the  Iowa  soldier  for  the  honorable  duties  of 
tivil  life. 

Harry  O'Connor^s  name  springs  fresh  to  the  page.     He  was  a 

>rivate  in  the  ranks  of  the  First  Iowa  at  the  battle  of  Wilson^s 

Teek,  and  his  own  graphic  pen  furnished  one  of  the  best  descrip- 

ions  ever  given  of  the  heroic  fight.    The  war  over,  his  own 

alents,  his  thrilling  oratory,  his  legal  attainments  and  his  genial 

vays,  hurried  him  to  posts  of  honor.    He  became  not  only  a 

popular  attorney  general  for  his  ovm  state,  but  later  a  trusted 

idviser  of  the  department  of  state  at  Washington.    Possibly  no 

nan  in  the  country  has  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  inter- 

lational  law,  or  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  relations  of  this 

iouutry  to  foreign  i>owers  than  private  Harry  O'Connor. 
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Buren  R.  Sherman,  a  lieutenant  of  the  Thirteenth  regiment, 
shot  nearly  to  pieces  at  Shiloh,  is  another  of  the  men  rising 
almost  out  of  the  ranks  to  honor  and  position  in  Iowa.  For 
honorable  wounds  received  in  battle  he  was  discharged  the 
service  in  1863.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the  famous 
Crocker  Brigade  society,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Loyal 
Legion  of  the  United  States.  On  returning  home,  the  people 
made  him  first  a  county  judge,  then  a  clerk  of  courts,  then  an 
auditor  of  state  and  at  last  twice  elected  him  governor  of  loyal 
Iowa.  He  was  the  twelfth  incumbent  of  that  high  position,  and 
performed  its  duties  with  patriotic  courage.  During  his  terms 
of  office  important  questions  of  state  were  agitated,  notably  the 
law  as  to  "'prohibition,^^  the  public  schools  and  the  question  of 
increased  comforts  to  the  inmates  of  the  staters  charitable  insti- 
tutions. All  of  these  measures  he  favored  by  speech,  letter  and 
official  recommendation.  He  was  the  only  state  officer  who  had 
the  courage  to  openly  espouse  by  public  addresses  the  cause  of 
constitutional  prohibition  in  the  state.  He  had  ever  the  highest 
ideas  of  official  probity,  and  was  in  his  public  acts  fearless  in 
condemning  wrong-doers,  whether  in  private  life  or  in  public 
place.  He  left  office  with  clean  hands,  a  splendid  record  and  an 
honored  name. 

Another  subordinate  soldier  who  became  a  governor  of  Iowa 
was  G.  G.  Garpenter,  later  a  member  of  congress,  and  a  man  of 
high  regard  wherever  known.  He  had  been  a  commissary  of 
subsistence  on  the  staff  of  Glen.  Logan,  and  on  returning  from 
the  army  was  twice  elected  register  of  the  state  land  office.  In 
1871  he  was  made  governor  of  the  state.  During  his  two  terms 
as  chief  executive,  he  maintained  the  high  character  he  had 
already  won  for  official  probity,  uprightness  and  justice.  Prob- 
ably no  higher-minded  man,  no  more  unselfish  officer,  or  purer 
politician  ever  filled  lowa^s  executive  chair.  He  was  the  firm 
advocate  of  the  people  as  against  monopolies,  and  his  arguments 
addressed  themselves  to  all  parties,  looking  only  to  the  public 
good.  He  was  an  orator  of  repute  and  a  chief  executive  who 
sought  to  do  the  right  as  he  knew  it. 

Col.  Samuel  Merrill  was  another  of  Iowa*s  wounded  soldiers 
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who  attainod  to  the  goTcrnorship  of  the  grfint  state.  He  had  led 
with  Kinsman  and  been  shot  down  id  the  celebrated  charge 
at  Black  River  Bridge.  His  wounds  finally  compelled  him  to 
leave  the  army.  He  entered  npon  his  four  years'  service  as  gov- 
ernor iu  1S6S,  and  his  admio)  strati  on  witnessed  a  degree  of  activ- 
ity in  public  affairs  seldom  surpassed  in  times  of  peace.  Every 
movement  for  the  public  advantage  received  his  earnest  support. 
Chief  among  his  earnest  proposals  were  cheap  transportation  and 
slack  water  navigation  between  the  great  river  and  the  lakes. 
Iowa  was  exporting  15,000,000  bushels  of  wheat  per  year  then, 
and  owing  to  dear  freight  it  was  worth  but  50  cents  a  bushel 
at  home.  To  cheapen  freights,  to  make  produce  bring  its  proper 
value,  was  a  worthy  undertaking,  and  Gov.  Merrill  gave  to  the 
problem  the  full  weight  of  his  official  power.  Under  his  admin- 
istration was  commenced  the  movement  for  Iowa's  new  and  splen- 
did capitol  building,  one  of  the  finest  edi6ces  in  America.  Gov. 
Merrill  laid  the  corner  stone  and  delivered  an  address  replete 
with  historic  worth,  and  of  burning  patriotism.  He  was  a  noted 
philanthropist  and  a  patron  of  learning.  Among  bis  gifts  was 
that  of  $20,000  presented  to  Iowa  College — an  institution  noted 
for  its  worth,  and  the  patriotism  of  its  founders,  teachers  and 
pupil:^,  at  a  time  when  the  state  was  in  peril. 

The  balls  of  congress  at  Washington  have  resounded  with  the 
voices  of  more  than  one  Iowa  soldier  who  had  occupied  but  a 
subordinate  position  in  the  army.  Sampson  and  Thompson 
and  Weaver,  Hepburn,  Henderson,  Lyman,  Walden,  Conger, 
Holmes  and  others — all  were  promoted  not  more  on  their  politi- 
cal merits  th.an  on  their  soldier  record. 

D.  B.  Henderson,  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Twelfth,  had  a  leg 
shot  ofV  at  Corinth,  and  though  young  in  years  when  the  war 
closed,  be  was  speedily  selected  for  public  place.  He  became  one 
of  the  noted  orators  of  a  state  rich  in  public  speakers,  and  from 
hi^  place  in  congress,  as  from  every  tribune  in  the  state,  he  has, 
in  words  of  burning  eloquence,  advocated  the  interests  of  hi« 
comrades  in  arms.  By  his  brilliant  abilities,  he  has  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  whole  country,  and  hia  name  stands  for  «!»• 
(jiu'ncu  and  |)atrioti3m. 
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Another  of  the  "patriotic  soldier  orators  of  the  state  whose 
patriotism  did  not  expire  with  the  donning  of  civilians^  clothes, 
is  William  Peters  Hepburn,  a  noted  member  of  congress  from 
the  Eighth  district.  Hepburn  had  been  an  officer  in  the  Second 
Iowa  cavalry,  one  of  the  best  and  bravest  regiments  of  that  arm 
of  the  service  in  the  United  States.  It  was  noted  for  hard  fight- 
ing everywhere,  and  its  charge  at  Farmington,  led  by  the  brave 
Elliott,  under  a  terrific  storm  of  musketry  and  massed  cannon, 
was  as  brave  and  as  terrible  as  the  charge  of  the  English  troop- 
ers at  Balaklava.  Hepburn  was  a  daring  officer  and  was  given 
important  posts  both  on  the  stafif  of  Gen.  Sheridan  and  of  Gen. 
Rosecrans.  January  of  1863,  found  him  on  the  staff  of  the 
latter,  as  inspector  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Cumberland  and  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  Later,  at  his  own  request,  he 
was  sent  to  his  regiment,  and  in  February  of  1864,  was  placed 
in  command  of  the  Second  brigade  of  the  Sixteenth  army  corps. 
Hepburn,  like  Gov.  Stone,  had  resigned  a  good  position  to  enter 
the  army;  in  fact  he  had  been  a  man  of  much  political  exper- 
ience before  the  war  commenced.  His  services  done  in  the 
army,  the  people  soon  elected  him  again  to  position.  He  was 
three  times  chosen  unanimously  by  his  party  as  its  representa- 
tive in  congress,  and  while  in  that  body  proved  himself  one  of  the 
most  able  and  courageous  debaters  of  public  issues  in  this  country. 

Not  less  than  five  of  the  ex-soldiers,  Scott,  Campbell,  New- 
bold,  Walden  and  Hull,  became  lieutenant  governors  of  the 
state.  Some  of  these  same  lieutenant  governors  were  also  active 
in  the  legislative  halls  of  Iowa  and  made  names  for  themselves 
worthy  of  record.  Walden  served  in  congress  with  advantage 
to  himself  and  state,  and  Campbell  barely  lost  the  honors  of  a 
seat  in  the  lower  house  at  Washington,  by  the  success  of  Gen. 
J.  6.  Weaver,  another  soldier  and  a  politician  of  great  note 
throughout  Iowa.  Weaver  had  been  a  gallant  officer  of  the 
Second  regiment  which  was  at  one  time  under  his  command,  and 
his  political  associates  since  the  war  have  been  proud  of  the 
career  of  their  brilliant  and  successful  leader.  He  has  had  the 
distinguished  honor  of  being  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  the 
presidency  of  the  United  States. 
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iStill  another  of  lowa'a  soldier  representatives  in  congrvsa  is 
.Joseph  Lymiiii.  lie  was  a  student  in  Iowa  College  when  the 
war  broke  out,  and  one  day  unexpectedly  rose  in  his  class  and 
iitiuouiiced  his  re.^olve  to  drop  his  books  and  seize  a  musket  in 
defense  of  his  country.  He  was  first  a  private  in  the  Fourth 
tiivalry,  and  then  an  adjutant  and  major  o£  the  Twenty-uinth 
infantry,  serving  still  later  on  the  staff  of  Maj.-Qen.  Steele,  Out 
of  the  army  he  resumed  his  books  and  became  a  successful  law- 
yer at  Council  Bluffs.  In  1884,  and  without  solicitation,  he  was 
appointed  to  a  district  judgeahip,  later  elected  to  the  same  posi- 
tion by  the  [>eople,  and  the  same  summer  was  chosen  to  the  con- 
gress o£  the  United  States.  While  ably  serving  in  his  plane  at 
Washington,  he  was  nominated  by  acclamation  for  a  second 
term.  lie  is  one  of  the  truest  and  best  representatives  of  repub- 
lican government  from  a  state  that  honors  itself  in  honoring 
him. 

With  Lymun,  us  an  ofiGcer  of  Steele's  staff,  was  John  F.  Lac«y 
(i£  Oskiiloosa.  He  had  entered  tho  army  as  a  private  in  the 
Third,  was  later  an  oflGcer  of  the  Thirty-third,  and  has  honored 
the  old  comiuiinds  by  the  distinguished  position  his  talents  have 
won  him  at  the  Iowa  bar.  Successful  as  a  compiler  of  railroad 
laws  and  decisious,  well  known,  and  his  services  sought  in  tha 
liigher  courts  of  the  state,  his  abilities  and  industry  have  brought 
him  fortune  and  position. 

It  was  a  <rr>Mt  change  from  leading  a  buttery  in  battle  to  the 
supreme  Ix'tieh  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  but,  in  Judge  Joseph  R. 
Iteed,  if  tlie  artillery  had  a  gallant  commander,  the  state,  later,  has 
hiid  an  able  and  upright  judge,  lie  went  out  as  a  lieutenant  ia 
Dodge's  battery,  the  Second,  in  the  summer  of  1861,  was  thirty- 
eight  months  a  lieutenant,  itbout  eight  months  a  captain,  and 
commanded  his  battery  in  many  of  the  hard  conflicts  of  the 
war.  Imiiieiliiilely  on  comuig  home  from  the  armj-,  his  people 
sent  him  to  the  state  senate.  In  1869,  he  removed  to  Council 
Blufls.  and  was  in  three  years  elected  to  a  district  judgeship,  a 
post  be  had  lieM  by  appointment.  Several  limes  re-elected  to 
like  positions,  b<'  was  chosen  for  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa  in 
1KS3,      Jiidg''    Reed's    promotions    have    been    constant    and 
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deserved,  ever  since  the  days  when  his  loyal  little  battery  flung 
canister  and  grape  into  theltebels*  camp  in  the  war  times. 

Another  of  the  soldiers  on  the  supreme  bench  is  James  H. 
Rothrock,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  judges,  in 
fact,  of  the  state.  He  had  been  an  officer  of  the  Thirty-fifth 
regiment,  and  immediately  on  the  close  of  the  war  w&s  elected 
a  judge  for  the  Eighth  district,  was  twice  re-elected,  and  during 
his  third  term  in  1876,  was  chosen  for  the  supreme  bench,  where 
for  twelve  years  nearly  he  has  served,  bearing  ever  the  high 
character  of  a  good  man  and  an  upright  judge. 

Of  other  soldiers  who  rose  to  judicial  honors  in  the  state,  one 
readily  recalls  the  names  of  E.  S.  Sampson  of  the  Fifth,  L.  C. 
Blanchard  of  the  Twenty-eighth,  David  Ryan  of  the  Eighth, 
W.  F.  Conrad  of  the  Twenty-fifth,  Judge  John  Shane  of  the 
Thirteenth,  the  able  and  well  known  Judge  Caldwell  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  left  the  First  Iowa  cavalry  to  wear  the  ermine,  and 
Judge  Thompson,  a  private  in  the  gallant  Third  regiment,  who 
presides  as  one  of  the  superior  judges  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis. 
Along  side  of  the  grave  soldier  judges  in  supreme  court  is  the 
Hon.  Oilbert  B.  Pray,  the  chief  clerk.  He  was  one  of  the  brav- 
est of  lowa^s  sous  on  the  field  of  battle.  As  a  mere  boy  he 
went  as  a  private  in  the  fighting  Sixteenth  regiment,  and 
remained  with  it  in  all  its  marches,  sieges  and  battles  to  the 
very  end  of  the  war.  Home  again,  he  studied  law,  became  a 
most  successful  practitioner,  and  in  1882,  and  again  in  1886,  was 
chosen  by  the  people  to  the  most  responsible  position  of  clerk 
of  the  supreme  court.  He  is  reputed  the  most  capable  official 
that  has  ever  filled  that  post.  He  is  popular  as  an  orator,  appre- 
ciated as  an  accomplished  officer,  and  liked  as  a  man. 

In  an  educational  way,  some  of  the  ex-soldiers  have  occu- 
pied the  most  honorable  positions.  State  Superintendent  Aber- 
nethy  was  a  subordinate  officer  in  the  Ninth  infantry  and  a 
hero  at  Pea  Ridge.  All  through  the  war  times,  he  was,  with 
his  command,  on  march  and  battle  field.  A  few  years  after  the 
war,  he  was  three  times  in  succession  chosen  to  the  highest 
educational  post  in  Iowa,  and  when  years  afterward  he  retired 
I.  W.  T.— 29 
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from  office,  it  was  with  an  honorable  record  for  efficiency  and 
high  manly  character. 

Hon.  John  W.  Akers  was  another  of  the  soldier  superinten- 
dents of  instruction  whose  career  was  one  of  note  and  honor. 
Akers  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  noble  Iowa  Seventh,  led  by 
the  gallant  Col.  Lauman.  He  shared  the  fortunes  of  that  brave 
regiment  clear  through  the  war,  and  on  coming  home  entered  as 
a  student  at  Cornell  college  at  Mt.  Vernon.  Not  favored  by 
fortune,  he  made  his  own  fortune,  passing  through  college  and 
soon  gaining  notice  by  his  industr}'  and  abilities.  He  became 
superintendent  of  the  city  schools  at  Vinton,  then  at  Waterloo, 
then  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  in  1880  he  was  elected  to  the  high 
position  of  state  Superintendent  of  Instruction.  It  has  been  said 
of  him  by  common  consent  that  he  has  given  to  that  responsible 
office  a  prestige  and  a  power  which  in  all  its  past  history  it  never 
possessed.  For  three  successive  terms  the  people  returned  him  to 
his  post.  When  declining  the  ofifer  of  a  fourth  election  he  left 
to  his  able  successor  the  continuance  of  a  work  ably  begun.  He 
was  the  staters  greatest  advocate  of  free  text  books  for  the  public 
schools,  and  in  the  near  future,  when  that  measure  shall  be 
adopted,  it  will  be  a  monument  in  the  state  to  his  intelligence 
and  heart. 

Other  subordinate  soldiers  who  reached  state  distinction  were 
Capt.  Lyons,  the  capable  and  genial  auditor  of  state,  a  self-made 
man,  a  gallant  soldier  and  a  popular  official;  so,  too,  his  prede- 
cessor, Auditor  Brown,  one  of  the  one-armed  heroes  of  the  bat- 
tle field,  and  V.  P.  Twombly,  treasurer  of  state,  who  as  a  color 
sergeant,  carried  the  flag  of  the  Second  Iowa  over  the  walls  of 
Douelson  in  one  of  the  celebrated  charges  of  the  war.  He  has 
lived  to  see  that  flag  supreme  and  honored  everywhere  in  all 
this  land,  and  in  times  of  piping  peace  to  carry  it  again  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment  at  '"reunions,"  where,  in  story  and  song, 
are  fought  over  again  the  fierce  fights  of  Donelson  and  Shiloh. 
Still  among  the  state's  officers,  too,  is  £d  Wright,  ex-Speaker  of 
the  House,  ex-Secretary  of  State,  and  one  of  the  bravest  men  in 
battle  of  the  Twenty-fourth  infantry — a  glorious,  hard-fighting 
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regiment.    Wright^s  aame  is  known  all  over  Iowa  as  that  of  a 
brave  soldier,  a  successful  officer,  a  faithful,  genial  man. 

Major  Jefferson  T.  Anderson  is  another  of  the  successful 
ex-soldiers  who  has  acquired  name  and  position  among  his  fel- 
low men  in  Iowa.  Talented,  genial  and  eloquent,  he  has  become 
a  deservedly  popular  character  in  the  state,  and  within  six 
months  has  been  the  banner  bearer  of  his  party  as  a  candidate 
for  the  governorship  of  Iowa.  Capt.  Merrell  of  Clinton,  of  the 
same  party  faith  as  Anderson,  is  another  of  the  able  and  con- 
spicuous ex-soldiers  who  play  prominent  roles  in  the  affairs  of 
state,  and  P.  Gad  Bryan  of  the  First  cavalry,  a  name  long  since 
familiar  all  over  Iowa. 

Warren  S.  Dungan's  is  another  of  the  familiar  soldier  names 
known  and  respected  throughout  the  state.  His  regiment,  the 
Thirty-fourth,  was  one  of  the  best  drilled  commands  in  the  vol- 
unteer service.  Dungan  was  one  of  the  officers  promoted  for 
gallantry  at  Mobile,  and  his  versatile  talents,  great  energy  and 
unswerving  honor,  have  given  him  distinction  and  place.  At 
his  side  in  the  senate  is  Lieut.  H.  C.  Hemenway  of  Cedar  Falls, 
risen  to  legal  distinction  and  widely  honored  for  his  abilities 
and  character.  Then,  too,  Josiah  T.  Young  of  Albia,  an 
ex-soldier  of  the  Thirty-sixth,  an  able  republican  politician, 
ex-Secretary  of  State  and  a  man  greatly  regarded  for  his  honor 
and  uprightness  of  life. 

Still  in  the  public  service,  too,  is  W.  L.  Alexander,  once  a 
brave,  hard  fighting  officer  of  the  Thirtieth  infantry  and  now 
since  many  years  the  able  adjutant  general  of  the  state.  His 
service  in  the  army  proved  a  great  advantage  to  him  in  his  civil 
post,  and  possibly  the  national  guard  of  no  state  stands  better 
trained  and  better  equipixnl  for  war  than  the  regiments  of  Iowa 
nnder  the  supervision  of  Gen.  Alexander.  "In  time  of  peace 
prepare  for  war,''  has  become  a  practiced  maxim  in  Iowa,  and 
were  traitors  to  fly  into  rebellion  again,  they  would  be  accorded 
a  fiercer  n»e«»pti(>n  than  was  given  at  the  start  to  the  Rel>els  of 
1861. 

Some  of  th«^  privates  in  the  union  army  lead  regiments  in 
the  national  guani  now,  and  some  of  them  command  brigades. 
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H.  H.  Wright  of  Centerville  long  sinoe  dropped  the  musket  and 
pat  on  the  stars  of  a  brigadier;  GKlchrisfs  chevrons  have  been 
succeeded  by  the  uniform  of  a  colonel,  and  loeut  Bjron  ▲• 
n,  as  a  general,  now  leads  one  of  the  fine  brigades  of  the 
National  guard. 

Albert  W.  Swalm,  the  enthusiastic  boy  of  but  siiteen  yean, 

10,  burning  with  patriotism,  shouldered  his  musket  and  fought , 
the  long  day  through  at  Jenkins'  Feny  aa  a  private  in  the 
Thirty-third,  standing  in  mud  and  water,  firing  his  two  hundred 
rounds  of  cartridges,  has  become  a  popular  lieutenant  colonel  of 
the  national  guard.  He  is  one  of  the  zealous  officers  of  the  serTiea, 
looking  ever  for  the  good  of  the  command  and  the  honor  of  the 
state.  Since  the  war  times,  he  has  stepped  out  of  the  ranks  into 
bigh  position  as  a  gifted  and  successful  state  journalist,  and  a 
politician  of  note  and  honorable  infiuence.  For  many  years  his 
political  insight  has  been  recognixed  and  his  strong  character 

b  in  the  moulding  of  important  state  aflBurs.  Many  of  the 
ex-soldiers  have  met  with  noticeable  success  in  the  joumalistie 
.•  One  recalls  the  name  of  Henry  C.  Leighton,  the  prede* 
a  or  of  Swalm,  of  the  Oskaloosa  Heralds  a  vigorous  writer,  a 
strong  thinker,  and,  as  chairman  of  the  state  central  committee 
of  his  party,  a  powerful  factor  in  Iowa  politics.  Other  succew 
f  ul  soldier  editors  are  Hamilton,  Aldrich,  Evans  and  Langley. 
Richard  P.  Clarkson  was  a  private  in  the  old  Twelfth  regiment. 
He  and  his  brother,  Jas.  S.  Clarkson«  became  editors  and  con> 
troUers  of  the  State  Register^  the  most  powerful  journal  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river — a  journal  built  up  by  superior  talent, 
extraordinary  business  energy,  immense  pluck  and  great  politi- 
cal  foresight.  No  other  single  factor  in  Iowa,  not  in  all  its  hia- 
tory,  has  exercised  such  influence  and  power  in  the  great  affiura 
of  the  state  as  the  Begister.  Its  course  has,  in  itaelf,  become 
a  part  of  the  staters  history. 

In  business  circles,  one  recalls  names  like  private  Thomas  J. 
Potter  of  the  Seventh  Iowa  cavalry,  who  after  years  of  auccew 
ful  railway  management  was  promoted  to  the  control  of  the 
Union  Pacific,  one  of  the  great  railroads  of  the  worid.     D.  W. 
Haydock,  a  subordinate  officer  of  the  Thirty-third  in&ntry,  ia 
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another  of  the  soldiers  noticeably  successful  in  business.  In  the 
city  of  St.  Louis  he  owns  and  manages  one  of  the  largest  car- 
riage manufactories  of  any  country.  His  success  has  been 
achieved  not  more  by  business  foresight  than  by  extreme 
uprightness  of  character.  Still  another  of  the  Thirty-third 
soldiers  successful  in  St.  Louis,  is  G.  H.  Sharman,  the  compe- 
tent manager  of  a  southern  railroad.  The  list  of  subordinate 
Iowa  soldiers  succeeding  since  the  war  in  politics,  business,  or  in 
professions,  might  be  multiplied  by  the  hundred.  Speakers 
Head,  and  Redman,  and  Stone,  and  business  men  like  Maj. 
Perkins  of  Burlington,  Representative  Scott  of  Cedar,  J.  Q.  A. 
Campbell  of  the  old  Fifth,  journalist,  and  his  comrade,  Corporal 
Herron,  the  retired  banker,  only  swell  an  honorable  list  that 
shows  how  in  Iowa  the  material  that  helped  make  up  the  union 
army  was  composed  of  young  men  of  talent  and  energy,  and 
that  the  sentiment  of  the  motto  on  the  Soldiers*  Home  is  a 
sentiment  of  true  feeling: 


"IOWA  FORGETS  NOT  THE   DEFENDERS  OF  THE 

UNION." 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

CITIZEN  PATRIOTS. 

Iowa  had  two  armies  serving  the  nation — the  great  column, 
8,000  strong,  of  boys  in  bine  at  the  fnmti  and  that  other  army 
I  men  and  women  who  furnished  the  mnscles  of  war  here  at 
lome — that  army  of  braye  and  loyal  hearts  who  sent  their  sons  to 
he  field  and  sacrificed  of  their  scanl^  means,  for  young  Iowa  was 
lot  rich  then;  whogaveof  their  fields,  and  of  their  time,  and  of  the 
oil  of  their  hands  and  the  hope  of  their  Utcs  to  save  the  nation  in 
bs  peril.  Armies  would  not  have  been  possible  but  for  that  intense 
orce;  that  patriotic  impulse  of  the  men  and  women  of  the  state  at 
lome ;  that  loyalty  that  placed  all  at  the  altar  of  the  oountiy.  Na» 
ions  are  not  saved  by  muskets  alone,  but  by  the  great,  strong 
learts  that  beat  in  one  impulse,  and  whose  sacrifices  are  not  in  the 
moke  of  the  battle,  but  in  the  loyal  duty  that  lies  nearest,  and 
nthout  visible  reward. 

Such  hearts  are  the  hope  of  the  BepuUic  When  the  peril  came, 
owa,  to  her  honor,  had  them  in  abundance.  The  staters  record 
or  loyalty  was  made  as  much  by  these  men  and  women  as  it  was 
>y  the  heroism  of  its  soldiers.  The  man  who  patiently  followed 
lis  plow  and  gladly  gave  the  yield  of  his  harvest  to  his  country, 
vas  as  much  a  patriot  as  the  soldier  who  carried  the  musket. 
The  woman  who  mounted  the  reaper  while  she  wept  for  her 
lusband  and  sons  in  the  battle,  was  a  patriot  whose  sacrifice  was 
ublime.  In  a  thousand  ways  the  people  of  Iowa  sustained  the 
oldiers  in  the  field,  strengthened  their  hearts,  fired  their  courage 
knd  helped  them  win  their  battles. 

This  was  almost  the  first  reason  why  Iowa  soldiers  won  so 

nuch  glory  in  battle — the  patriotism  and  the  sacrifice  of  the 

)eople  at  home.    This  army  of  men  and  women  did  not  ahine  on 
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the  bulletins  of  victory,  they  received  no  promotions,  no  brevets, 
wore  no  stars  on  their  shoulders,  received  no  pensions.  No  can- 
non were  fired  in  their  honor,  no  strains  of  music  welcomed 
them  to  fame.  Only  duty  called  them,  and  they  heard.  Few 
remember  now  how  much  these  patriots  did.  The  army  and  the 
brigadiers  had  the  glory — only  honest  patriotism  recalls  ^me- 
times  the  names  of  these  true  men  and  women.  Their  names 
and  their  deeds  would  fill  a  volume. 

Every  town  and  village  had  its  company  of  this  true  army  of 
patriots.  A  chapter  will  not  permit  recalling  a  hundredth  part 
of  the  names  or  the  deeds  of  women  like  Anna  Wittenmeyer  who 
organized,  controlled  and  led  at  home  and  in  the  field  the  great 
sanitary  measures  of  the  state  for  the  aid  and  relief  of  soldiers. 
Her  constant  devotion,  her  energy,  her  patriotism  that  carried 
help  and  balm  to  ten  thousand  bleeding  hearts  will  not  be  for- 
gotten so  long  as  an  Iowa  soldier  breathes;  nor  that  of  the  little 
army  of  men  and  women  who  helped  her  in  all  her  aims.  With 
her  were  closely  connected  names  like  those  of  Mrs.  Senator 
Grimes,  as  patriotic  as  her  distinguished  husband;  a  woman  noble 
in  all  the  fairest  attributes  of  life;  a  woman  of  position,  of  wealtli 
and  ease,  devoting  her  time  to  making  bandages  for  soldiers,  and 
in  the  daily  relief  corps  meetings  and  aid  societies  working  and 
helping  the  widows  and  the  orphans  made  by  the  battle  field. 
At  her  side  was  Mrs.  Salter  of  Burlington,  wife  of  the  patriot 
minister  whose  distinguished  abilities  and  eloquent  voice  sounded 
in  all  the  length  and  breadth  of  Iowa  the  one  intense  strain  of 
perfect  loyalty.  Like  other  preachers  of  the  state,  he  saw  no 
religion  where  there  was  no  loyal  faith.  He  preached  the  riglits 
of  man  black  or  white,  and,  to  him,  the  soldier  fighting  at  the 
front  for  his  country  was  as  faithful  as  the  crusader  struggling 
for  possession  of  the  Sepulchre. 

Then*,  too,  wjls  Mrs.  James  Harlan,  a  senator  s  wife,  leavinj^ 
the  pK^iict*  an<l  luxury  of  position  and  home,  to  carry  nWiciue 
and  bandji<^»*s  to  the  sol(li«»rs  in  the  ann\'  hospitals.  It  has  Ikmmi 
Slid  of  Mrs.  Harliiii  that  sin*  was  in  fact  the  very  first  woman  in 
high  position  in  this  country  to  go  among  the  sick  and  woundeil 
soldiers  at  the  front.     Like  an  angel  of  pity  she  came  to  the 
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nts  of  the  suffering  and  brought  aid  and  comfort.  Her  high 
)sition  soon  led  other  noble  women  to  follow  her,  until  there 
a  Florence  Nightingale  from  every  state  and.  from  almost 
'ery  district  in  the  Union.  Mrs.  Harlan  not  only  gave  all  of 
)r  surplus  means  to  help  the  soldiers — she  sacrificed  her  own 
^alth  in  devotion  to  the  cause. 
Another  of  these  noble  women  was  Mrs.  Joseph  T.  Fales,  wife 

lowa^s  patriotic  state  auditor  at  the  time.  Like  Mrs.  Harlan, 
e  was  one  of  the  very  first  women  to  visit  the  army  hospitals. 

"s.  Fuller,  whose  husband  was  chaplain  of  the  First  infantry 
ment,  went  with  him  to  the  field  and  was  the  first  o£Scial 
my  nurse  appointed  from  the  state. 

Among  the  women  who  undertook  the  hardships  of  nursing 
Idiers  at  the  front,  none  were  nobler,  more  devoted  or  more 
If-sacrificing  than  Mrs.  Col.  Simmons  of  Clinton.  ^^  It  is  a 
tisfaction  to  know,^*  writes  Gen.  Baker  in  an  official  letter  to 
3r,  ^^  that  in  heroism  and  self-abnegation,  the  lofty  spirit  that 
ispired  the  matrons  of  '76,  is  emulated  by  the  women  of  our 
wn  day.  Many  a  soldier,  stretched  on  a  cot  of  suffering,  has 
en  solaced  and  his  pains  alleviated  by  the  tender  ministrations 
I  noble  women  who,  like  yourself,  have  given  up  the  comforts 
I  home  to  smoothe  the  pillow  and  cool  the  burning  brow  of  our 
•ave  soldiers."  *'  Aunt  Becky"  Young  was  another  of  the 
)ble  women  who  gained  reputation  and  the  love  of  the  soldiers 
I  a  devoted  self-sacrificing  army  nurse  throughout  the  entire 

ur.  She  is  still  one  of  the  noticeable  figures  at  army  reunions, 
here  the  boys  in  blue  testify  their  love  for  her  loyal  devotion 
I  many  pleasant  ways. 

Every  Iowa  town,  in  the  army  days,  had  its  Soldiers*  Aid 
)ciety,  or  later  its  local  branch  of  the  state  sanitary  commis- 
on,  and  the  value  and  blessed  use  of  the  sanitary  and  hospital 
ipplies  sent  to  the  front  by  them  was  almost  beyond  computa- 
ition.  Thousands  of  brave  Iowa  men  were  saved  from  unknown 
raves  by  the  comforts  and  aids  furnished  by  these  hardwork- 
ig,  patriotic  men  and  women.*    The  poorest  women  in  the 

*At  tho  organization  of  the  Iowa  Sanitary  Commission  at  Des  Moines, 
ovonil>or  1"^,  18().{.  the  followinji^  patriots  appeared  in  active  roles:  Mrs. 
en.  Curtis,  Mr.  F.  K.  Bissell  of  Dubuque,  Jud^e  Baldwin,  Mrs.  Jud^e 


HON.   J.   B.   ORIKNELL. 


CITI2EH  PATRIOTS.  457 

town  and  the  richest  worked  side  by  side  in  the  aid  societies 
making  garments  for  the  sicl^  bandages  for  the  wounded,  and 
extra  comforts  for  the  well.  The  poorest  woman  gave  of  her  mite 
alongside  of  the  contributions  of  the  rich,  and  an  approving 
God  smiled  on  them  both  and  blessed  their  gifts.  The  deeds  of 
these  legions  of  noble  women,  giving  of  all  they  had  in  labor, 
money  and  love,  like  the  deeds  of  many  of  lowa^s  heroic  soldiers, 
are  recorded  only  in  heaven. 

At  the  time  of  the  convention  in  Des  Moines,  the  patriots  of 
the  state  from  farm  and  town  had  already  given  a  quarter  of  a  mil- 
lion dollars  to  aid  the  soldiers.  A  few  months  later,  June,  1864. 
the  great  sanitary  fair  of  Northern  Iowa  was  held  at  Dubuque,  and 
money  and  goods  contributed  to  the  amount  of  $86,000.  Con- 
sidering the  small  population  of  that  part  of  Iowa,  it  was  pro- 
nounced the  most  successful  sanitary  fair  ever  held  in  this  coun- 
try. To  the  loyal  men  and  women  who  took  part  in  it,  it  was  a 
time  never  to  be  forgotten.  Patriotism  glowed  at  its  whitest 
heat.  Nothing  else  than  the  fair  was  talked  of  while  it  contin- 
ued. Every  loyal  man  and  woman  in  Dubuque  and  in  that  part 
of  Iowa,  surrendered  of  time,  money  and  goods  to  make  the 
undertaking  a  success,  and  the  great  fair  became  a  mile-stone  in 
the  history  of  the  city.  H.  A.  Wiltse  was  its  president,  and 
among  its  active  officers  or  greatest  helpers  were  F.  E.  Bissell, 

(irey,  Senator  Harlan,  Rev.  Tniesdale,  Miss  Knowles  of  Keokuk,  Mrs.  Col. 
McKurland  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Rev.  Norris  of  Dubuauc  (traveling  ag^t),  Mrs. 
N.  H.  Brainerd,  Mrs.  Anna  Wittenmeyer  and  Mary  £.  Sbelton.  Senator 
Harlan  was  president  of  this  convention,  composed  of  both  men  and 
women  from  every  section  of  Iowa.  Amoni^r  those  who  had  brouflfht  about 
this  organization  were  loyal  people  who  had  for  two  years  been  active  in  the 
good  work  in  local  soldiers  aid  societies.  Noticeable  were  the  names  of 
good  Dr.  Magoun,  then  of  Lyons,  who  became  the  recording  secretary  of  the 
society;  Rev.  A.  J.  Kynett,  who  started  the  idea  of  a  state  sanitary  commis- 
sion, and  induced  the  governor  to  appoint  the  first  board,  becoming  its  cor- 
responding S'?orctary;  Mrs.  Marsh  and  Mrs.  PM wards  of  .Mt.  Pleasant:  Mrs. 
Darwin  ot  Burlington;  Rev.  James  Knox,  Mrs.  (Jivin,  Mrs.  Leonard  and 
Mrs.  Knox  of  Clinton;  Mrs.  VAy  and  Mrs.  P.  Humphries  of  CVdar  Rapids; 
Rev,  J.  E.  Ennis  of  Lyon^;  R»*v.  Truesdell,  Mrs.  Simmons  and  Dr.  A.  S. 
Maxw»»ll  of  I>aveni>ort;  Kev.  K.  S.  Morris  and  N.  H.  Brainerd  of  Iowa  City; 
Mrs.  .lames  F.  Wii^son  <>t'  Fairti»'ld:  Miss  Mary  A.  Mathews  of  KnoxvilU*; 
Mrs.  (\  C  N(>uis«»  of  I)iM  MointN;  Miss  KnowK^s  of  Keokuk;  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Simpson  of  Mux-atine;  Mr.-*,  liov.  Stone,  Mri.  J.  B.  (irinn'»ll  and  Mrs.  Col. 
Mills  of  I)tM  .Moines.  Tliey  won*  alii***)  with  the  othcers  of  all  the  aid  socie- 
ti<»s  in  the  state,  in  evry  town  and  village.  A  whole  volume  would  not  con- 
tain even  the  nanie^  of  tiie-'  «lo*rs  of  gOv^il. 


58  IOWA  IN  WAR  TDOES. 

Irs.  Davis,  Geo.  L.  Mathews,  Austin  Adams,  D.  K.  Gornwell, 
Irs.  J.  M.  Robinson,  Mrs.  J.  Clement,  Mrs.  D.  N.  Cooley,  Mrs. 
).  S.  Cumings,  Mrs.  Markell,  Mrs.  Stout,  Mrs.  Booth,  Mrs. 
''andever  and  Mrs.  Langworthy;  0.  P.  Shiras,  J.  K.  Graves, 
L  W.  Sanford,  R.  Bonson,  J.  T.  Hancock,  Wm.  Westphal, 
Villiam  Larrabee  and  William  B.  Allison.  Gifts  were  handed  in 
y  all  classes  of  people,  from  one  dollar  up  to  a  hundred.  Mrs. 
tooth  and  Miss  Bissell  collected  a  thousand  dollars  in  a  single 
ay.  The  fair  was  simply  a  culmination  of  the  patriotic  desire 
f  the  people  at  home  to  help  the  soldiers. 

Conspicuous  among  the  patriotic  men  of  that  day  was  the  elo^ 
uent  Rev.  George  F.  Magoun,  then  preaching  at  Lyons,  but 
ailed  later  to  the  presidency  of  Iowa  College.  He  was  active 
s  a  patriot  in  the  sanitary  corps  and  in  all  movements  for  the 
id  and  comfort  of  Iowa  soldiers.  His  speeches  and  sermons 
irere  numerous,  and  burning  with  patriotic  eloquence.  He  was 
>ne  of  those  whose  inspiring  words  largely  helped  to  mould  the 
oyal  patriotic  feeling  of  the  state. 

The  Hon.  J.  B.  Grinnell,  of  the  town  named  for  him,  and  a 
prominent  member  of  congress,  was  another  of  the  extremely 
K)pular  state  patriots  whose  hand  and  heart  went  together  in 
very  loyal  movement  in  the  state.  He  had  been  one  of  the  men 
^ho  helped  to  build  the  proud,  young  state,  and  to  keep  its  insti- 
utions  free  as  the  air  of  its  prairies.  There  was  almost  no 
mblic  movement  for  the  advancement  of  Iowa  in  which  J.  B. 
}rinnell  did  not  play  a  noble,  loyal  and  patriotic  part.  His 
lanie  was  linked  with  everything  that  made  the  state  better  or 
ifted  it  up  to  an  honorable  position  among  its  sister  states  of 
he  republic.  His  name  was  not  hemmed  in  by  state  lines — it 
vas  national.  lie  was  known  as  a  philanthropist,  an  educator 
—as  an  Abolitionist,  when  it  cost  a  struggle  to  be  an  Abolition- 
st,  as  a  forcible  writer,  as  a  politician  and  as  a  war  patriot  whose 
;eal  knew  no  bounds.  He  was  the  friend  of  John  Brown,  and 
it  Wendell  Phillips,  and  none  in  Iowa  knew  better  than  he,  or 
vatched  closer,  the  storm  cloud  brewing  in  the  years  before 
h(*  war.  When  that  war  came,  his  hand,  his  purse  and  his  heart 
vere  oi>en  to  the  union  soldiers.    The  cause  of  the  common 
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country  had  no  better  friend— the  slave  struggling  for  liberty, 
no  truer  defender.  He  lived  to  see  his  principles,  once  defamed, 
succeed,  and  knew  that  the  loyal  zeal  of  himself  and  the  faithful 
Abolitionists  and  philanthropists  who  labored  with  him  had 
borne  noble  fruit. 

Judge  Samuel  F.  Miller  of  Keokuk  was  also  one  of  the  prom- 
inent and  faithful  patriots  in  Iowa  in  the  times  of  her  doubt  and 
peril.  He  was  the  aid  and  stimulus  of  his  accomplished  partner, 
Rankin,  and  like  him  was  extremely  loyal  to  the  national  cause. 
He  was  a  Kentuckian  by  birth,  but  knew  no  lines  that  did  not 
loyally  include  the  Republic  of  the  fathers.  He  was  appointed 
to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  early  in  the  war  days, 
and  for  twenty  years  has  been  the  leading  mind  of  that  high 
tribunal.  His  address  in  Philadelphia  in  1887,  at  the  Centen- 
nial of  the  Constitution,  has  been  pronounced  a  masterpiece  of 
originality,  a  bold,  broad  platform,  worthy  of  the  founders  of 
the  Republic  itself.  His  attainments  and  his  trained  intellect 
have  brought  national  honor  to  him  and  reflect  repute  on  the 
state  that  claims  him  as  her  citizen. 

Of  an  entirely  different  mould,  but  like  Miller,  of  national 
repute,  and  of  unqualified  patriotism,  was  John  A.  Kasson.  An 
eloquent  speaker,  an  original  thinking  statesman,  and  a  born 
diplomat,  he  was  of  the  mettle  that  insures  political  succes.s.  He 
was  a  party  leader  in  Iowa,  serving  as  the  extniordinarily  com- 
petent chtiirman  of  the  republican  state  central  committee.  As 
a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  that  nominated  Abraham 
Lincoln  for  the  presidency,  he  was  entrusted  with  the  drafting 
of  the  memorable  phitform  on  which  Mr.  Lincoln  was  elected; 
a  platform  that,  to  Mr.  Kasson's  honor,  became  the  declaration 
of  principles  of  :i  party  whose  influences  for  the  rights  of  man 
have  been  more  far  reaching  than  the  influences  of  any  other 
party  in  the  history  of  the  n^pnblic.  Mr.  Kasson's  abilities 
so<m  secured  him  th«»  important  position  of  assistant  postmaster 
general, — a  post  which  is  in  fjict  the  p:>litical  post  of  the  depart- 
ment. Ill  1S02,  lie  was  elected  to  c»MiL'ress  from  Des  Moines, 
where  In*  simmhUIv  Ixvame  a  potent  nicnilH^r  of  his  party  and  an 
acknowUHlge<l  leader  in  j;ri»at  measures.      His  star  of  political  for- 


^60  IOWA  IN  WAB  TIMES. 

tune  followed  him  and  he  has  been  the  chosen  representative  of 
bis  country  at  some  of  the  most  brilliant  coarts  of  Europe. 
During  his  active  service  in  congress  the  soldiers  of  this  country 
bad  in  John  A.  Kasson  a  sincere  and  able  supporter. 

Judge  John  F.  Dillon  was  another  of  the  more  prominent 
[owa  patriots  in  the  war  times.  He  was  and  is  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  men  in  the  state.  He  was  of  the  powerful  law  firm 
of  Cook  and  Dillon  of  Davenport;  was  twice  chosen  judge  of 
the  district  court,  was  Chief  Justice  in  Iowa  and  was  later  ele- 
vated to  a  federal  judgeship.  He  was  called  to  Columbia  Col- 
lege as  professor  of  law.  and  later  resigned  and  became  the  chief 
counselor  and  legal  adviser  of  Jay  Gould,  the  millionaire.  Com- 
mencing life  as  an  orphan  boy  in  Davenport,  by  his  own  abili- 
ties and  tireless  zeal  he  has  risen  to  one  of  the  most  lucrative 
positions  in  the  United  States. 

William  Penn  Clark  was  well  known  as  among  the  strong 
supporters  of  the  union  cause  in  Iowa.  He  was  a  dashing  and 
successful  lawyer^was  a  member  of  the  constitutional  conven- 
tion of  1856,  and  a  genuine  John  Brown  Abolitionist.  He  was 
a  man  of  high  culture,  fond  of  the  fine  arts,  and  liberally 
indulged  his  cultured  tastes.  For  many  years  this  zealous  pat- 
riot has  lived  a  life  of  ease  in  Washington  City. 

Lt.-Gov.  John  R.  Needham  of  Oskaloosa,  the  quiet  gentleman, 
the  noble  man,  stood  high  among  the  Union's  zealous  friends  in 
Iowa.  As  editor,  writer,  legislator,  he  had  but  one  voice — the 
voice  of  true  loyalty.  His  patriotism,  like  his  honor,  was  spot- 
less. He  did  not  think  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  as  imprac- 
ticable merely,  he  believed  it  impossible.  The  very  thought  of 
disunion,  to  his  mind,  was  a  crime. 

Another  prominent  and  extremely  patriotic  lieutenant  gover- 
nor, was  Enoch  W.  Eastman.  Born  a  Democrat  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, bred  a  Democrat,  in  his  own  graphic  words,  he  '*  should- 
ered his  axe  and  marched  out  of  the  Democratic  party."  He 
was  one  of  the  truest  of  men  in  council,  one  of  the  boldest  in 
speech  and  action.  Hon.  C.  F.  Clarkson,  too,  later  a  state  sen- 
ator, Wiis  one  of  the  best  and  bravest  patriots  of  the  great  army 
in  Iowa  that  was  sustaining  and  upholding  the  soldiers  at  the 
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front.  He  was  eminently  patriotic  and  active  in  encouraging 
enlistments,  and  aiding  in  securing  sanitary  supplies  for  our 
wounded  soldiers. 

Hon.  Lyman  Cook,  W.  F.  Goolbaugh,  Senator  Foote,  C. 
Hedges  and  Hon.  E.  D.  Rand,  all  of  Burlington,  were  among 
the  patriots  there — patriots  who  shrunk  from  no  sacrifice  of 
time,  money  and  active  influence  that  could  help  save  the  Union 
or  be  of  benefit  to  our  soldiers  in  the  field.  Burlington  also 
had  the  Hon.  John  H.  Gear,  a  wealthy  merchant,  who  was 
extremely  liberal  of  means  and  active  in  all  loyal  measures  for 
Iowa's  good.  Later,  the  people  of  the  state  rewarded  him  by 
making  him  speaker  of  the  house,  and  later,  governor — a  posi- 
tion he  filled  with  great  ability  and  honor.  Later  still,  his  dis- 
trict sent  him  to  congress  as  a  representative  of  a  section  of 
Iowa  that  had  in  every  sense  been  extremely  patriotic  in  the 
war  times.  There,  too,  was  Mr.  Robert  Donahue,  and  his  part- 
ner, Mr.  Thompson  McCosh,  who  patriotically  gave  a  marble 
monument  to  the  township  of  Des  Moines  county  (outside  of 
Burlington)  that  should  raise  the  most  supplies  for  the  relief  of 
soldiers.  Yellow  Springs  township  got  the  monument,  one  of 
the  first  soldiers'  monuments  built  in  the  country,  and  on  its 
sides  are  carved  the  names  of  73  soldiers  of  that  township  who 
died  for  their  country. 

Another  of  Iowa's  distinguished  war-time  patriots  was  the 
Hon.  William  Larrabee,  one  of  the  most  trusted  and  earnest  men 
in  his  part  of  the  state.  He  was  loyal  and  true  in  every  impulse 
of  his  nature,  and  hesitated  at  no  sacrifice  that  should  help  pre- 
serve the  government  and  the  bright  honor  of  the  state.  It 
was  his  wish  to  enter  the  army  and  go  to  the  front.  With  this 
in  view  he  organ Iz^hI  a  company  of  volunteers,  but  owing  to 
defective  sight  he  faihnl  to  l>e  accepted  by  the  mustering  oflicer. 
With  straightforward  common  sense,  patriotism  and  ability,  he 
did  earnestly  whatever  loyal  duty  lay  before  him,  and  years  after- 
ward the  iK*ople,  reoognizinf^  his  sterling  worth,  his  long  expe- 
rience as  a  state  senator,  his  untiring  zeal,  his  uprightness  and 
his  ability  for  great  atlairs,  gave  him  the  first  honors  of  the  state. 
Since  elected  governor,  he  has  proven  the  wisdom  of  the  people 
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n  their  selection.  The  same  loyal  feeling  that  led  him  to  be  a 
;re!it  giver,  an  active  patriot  and  a  soldiers^  friend  in  the  war 
imes,  still  animates  him  in  all  his  public  acts.  The  soldiers 
lave  no  better  friend  than  their  governor.  Ilis  administration 
as  witnessed  the  revival  and  rapid  growth  of  the  society  of  the 

rrand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  Iowa,  valuable  legislation  in  the 
nterests  of  soldiers*  families,  and  the  establishment,  by  the  state, 
»f  the  ^^  Soldiers'  Home,**  one  of  the  proudest  monuments  to 
owa*s  honor  and  a  proof  that  in  fact  and  deed,  the  state  will 
lot  forget  its  defenders. 

Jasper  county  gave  to  the  list  of  men  noticeable  for  patriot- 
3111  the  names  of  honest,  good  Judge  Edmundson,  patriotic  Har- 
ey  Skiff,  E.  N.  Gates,  William  Vaughn,  the  active  and  zealous 
loraee  S.  Winslow,  later  an  able  and  conscientious  judge,  and 
)tepheu  B.  Shellady,  the  astute  politician,  once  speaker  of  the 
louse  and  in  many  senses  one  of  the  noble  men  of  the  state. 
?here,  too,  were  patriotic  Caleb  Lamb,  John  Meyer  and  Senator 
).  (r.  Smith,  all  zeah)us  and  faithful  patriots,  active  in  the  cause 
owa  had  so  much  at  heart. 

In  Linn  county.  Dr.  J.  F.  Ely  and  his  patriotic  wife,  Mrs.  Ely, 
vero  first  in  all  good  works  for  soldiers.  So,  too,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
!.  S.  Stevens,  Maj.  Thompson  and  Banker  Weare.  Time  nor 
abor  nor  money  were  considered  by  these  people  when  a  good 
leed  for  the  soldiers  was  waiting  to  be  done.  Prominent  there, 
oo,  was  Judge  Hubbard,  who  with  speech  and  deed  aided  his 
ountry  in  its  perilous  time,  or  labored  for  the  interests  of  its 
.efondors. 

Muscatine  possess^!  in  Hon.  Jacob  Butler,  once  speaker  of  the 
louso,  on*'  of  the  ])righte8t,  most  eloquent  and  most  active  citi- 
ens  of  ilie  state.  Faithful  in  his  loyalty,  true  to  his  staters 
lonor,  ho  exerted  his  unusual  talents  for  the  public  good.  He 
vas  reckoned  one  of  the  most  efficient  organizers  of  the  state. 
rh»*re,  too,  wa^;  the  Hon.  John  A.  Parvin,  honored  all  over  Iowa, 
L  nicnilKT  of  the  ((mstitutional  convention,  a  patriot,  and  a 
iol)l<»  man  and  senator.  So,  too,  Chester  Weed,  the  enterprising 
nan  of  aflairs,  the  loyal,  pushing  citizen;  an^  Suel  Foster,  the 
loted  horticulturist.    The  last  four  are  dead,  but  the  state  will 
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lon^  remember  how  like  a  valiant  guard  they  stood,  always  iBght- 
iii^  for  its  honor,  knowing  no  right  and  no  left,  as  they  walked 
the  straight,  loyal  path  of  patriotic  faith. 

Muscatine  had  also  men  and  women  like  Dr.  J.  S.  Horton,  D. 
C.  Oloud,  Mrs.  Horton,  Rev.  A.  B.  Robbins,  Hon.  R.  M.  Burnett, 
Hon.  John  Mahin,  Mrs.  Washburne,  Mrs.  Hubbard  and  Mrs. 
Madden,  all  of  whom  devoted  time  and  money  to  the  cause  all 
had  at  heart.  One  of  Muscatine's  expedients  to  raise  money  for 
the  soldiers  was  the  cultivation  of  a  great  field  of  potatoes  by 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  town.  The  land  was 
donated  by  a  loyal  farmer,  and  side  by  side  the  lawyers, 
store  keepers,  editors,  doctors  and  ladies  toiled,  turning  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  field  over  to  the  sanitary  commission. 

Marshalltown  had  many  active,  patriot  citizens,  notably  men 
like  Q.  M.  Woodbury,  whose  whole  heart  was  with  the  soldiers 
in  the  field,  and  whose  generous  purse  opened  at  every  call  for 
aid;  Thos.  B.  Abel,  and  Hon.  J.  L.  Williams,  too,  were  promi- 
nent among  the  patriots  of  the  district.  With  them,  to  be  reck- 
oned foremost  in  every  movement  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  was  Deloss  Arnold,  a  state  senator  of  high  reputation  and  a 
most  active  patriot. 

Clinton  county,  generous  as  its  soldiers  were  brave,  did  mar- 
vels for  the  support  of  the  families  of  the  men  at  the  front.  Its 
loyal  l)oard  of  supervisors  gave  out  not  less  than  ?75,000  in  boun- 
ties, and  many  m(Mi,  noted  among  them  Rev.  A.  J.  Kynett,  Wm. 
Familton  and  R.  J.  Crouch  of  De  Witt,  spent  almost  their  whole 
time  and  energy  in  aid  of  the  sanitary  commissions.  Laboring 
at  their  sides  were  the  greater  number  of  the  good  men  and 
women  of  the  county,  bent  only  on  patriotic  endeavor. 

Mahitsku  lia<l  its  scores  of  men  and  women  patriots  who,  during 
the  war  times,  almost  gave  up  all  things  else  for  the  advantage 
of  the  soldiers.  Not  many  were  rich,  but  of  whfit  they  possessed, 
they  gave  to  their  ooiintry  in  abundance.  The  list  included  names 
like.Iohn  \Vliit«\tlii»;inli*nt  DiMUorrat  but  true  patriot,  W.  T.  Dart 
and  Mrs.  Dart,  .Iinliro  Loiigliridg«»,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Street, 
Dr.  1).  A.  Ilntl'iuaii,  \vh«>  «li)ct<)n'd  lli«»  soMiers  fre*?  of  charge, 
ami  .1.   M.    lUi'i-,  \vh')<«*  home   was  a  veritable  free   boarding 
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louse  for  boys  in  blue,  and  whose  time  was  spent,  without  com- 
^nsation,  in  raising  recruits  and  helping  men  off  to  the  war. 
Jharles  Beardsley,  John  R.  Needham,  W.  T.  Smith,  "Uncle  Ben'' 
loop,  M.  L.  Jackson  and  scores  of  others  gave  constantly  of 
ime  and  money  to  the  good  cause.  Mahaska's  sons  went  to 
he  war  in  many  regiments,  and  their  fathers  and  mothers 
.t  home  gave  of  their  goods,  of  their  time,  of  their  harvests. 
Yith  their  giving  they  had  one  constant  prayer  for  the  pres- 
rvation  of  their  common  country.  The  proudest  history  of 
he  county  is  its  recollection  of  its  supreme  loyalty  and  devo- 
ion  to  the  common  cause. 

What  Oskaloosa  did,  that  did  many  other  towns.  Mt  Pleas- 
nt,  Iowa  City,  Council  Bluf&  and  Davenport  were  all  rivals  in 
;iving  help,  as  they  had  been  in  giving  men,  to  preserve  the 
Jnion.  Notable  among  them  all  were  Judge  Caleb  Baldwin 
ind  U.  C.  Nutt  of  Council  Bluflb,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  H.  Brainerd, 
ind  Rush  Clark,  Ezekiel  Clark,  and  Mrs.  Edith  McConnell  of 
owa  City,  and  the  Amana  Society  of  Iowa  county.  These 
>eople  were  all  patriots  who  found  their  pleasure  and  their  duty 
n  aiding  the  cause  of  the  soldiers.  There,  too,  at  their  sides 
vere  Rev.  J.  A.  Reed,  and  Hiram  Price,  the  brilliant  member  of 
congress  and  treasurer  of  sanitary  commission,  from  DaveniK)rt; 
lev.  J.  H.  Merritt  of  McGregor,  Judge  (George  Green  of  Cedar 
rlapids,  Clark  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Hon.  S.  T.  Caldwell  of 
Bddyville,  Jacob  Rich  of  Dubuque,  Seth  Richards  of  Benton- 
alle,  Banker  Hanby  of  Ottumwa,  Mrs.  Joseph  E.  Horner  of 
Cnoxville,  Hem.  E.  S.  Williams  of  Clayton  county.  Dr.  Geo. 
Sbedd  of  Denmark,  and  the  famous  Rev.  Asa  Turner  of  the 

(le  place,  whose  voice  and  deeds  were  known  all  over  Iowa. 
iJcarcely  less  known  was  S.  P.  Adams,  the  brilliant  orator,  the 
zealous  patriot  of  Davenport,  who,  with  Judge  Burt  and  Judge 
Cooley,  kept  the  fires  of  patriotism  burning  wherever  their  voices 
were  heard  in  the  state. 

Knoxville  had  its  most  prominent  loyalist  in  Provost  Mathews, 
whose  name,  likt^  Marshal  Hoxie's,  became  a  terror  to  Copper- 
heads and  rebel  sympathizers.  Ed.  Manning  of  Keosauqua  was 
not  only  a  patriot,  aiding  the  soldiers  at  home;  he  was  the  first 
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man  in  the  state  of  Iowa  to  have  sufficient  confidence  in  the 
general  government  to  buy  its  war  bonds  and  trust  its  ability  to 
put  down  treason  and  pay  its  debts.  Maj.  North,  the  governor's 
secretary-,  was  another  of  Iowa's  true  men  and  best  patriots  in 
her  hour  of  peril,  and  Rush  Clark  of  Iowa  City,  a  speaker  of 
the  house,  and  true  in  every  way;  and  Norris  of  the  Ottumwa 
Courier^  whose  loyalty  was  as  warm  as  his  paper  was  strong. 
Last  mentioned,  but  not  least  in  patriotic  ardor,  was  the  Rev. 
P.  P.  Ingalls,  to  whose  constant  zeal  and  patient,  patriotic  labors 
is  due  the  Home  for  the  Soldiers'  Orphans.  Such  men  and  such 
women  were  of  the  salt  of  the  earth. 

Sioux  City,  though  having  its  hands  full  with  the  Indian 
troubles  on  the  borders,  was  nevertheless  loyal  enough  to  fur- 
nish men  and  means  and  patriotic  words  for  the  suppression  of 
rebellion  in  the  South.  Prominent  among  many  of  her  citizen 
patriots  were  Judge  Pendleton,  N.  C.Hudson, S.  T.  Davi^,  Wm. 
H.  Biglow,  Wm.  L.  Joy  and  the  ever  active  and  zealous  patriot, 
Wm.  R.  Smith.  Judge  A.  W.  Hubbard,  one  of  the  city's  fore- 
most patriots,  had  a  name  wide  as  his  state.  He  was  a  man  of 
note  in  many  ways,  of  great  abilities,  firm  loyalty,  and  trusted 
in  high  places.  Qov.  Kirkwood  believed  him  to  be  one  of  the 
most  unselfish,  patriotic,  able  and  worthy  public  men  in  the 
service  of  the  state  of  Iowa. 

Polk  county  gave  of  money  as  it  gave  of  men,  and  many  of 
its  patriots  were  of  repute  in  all  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Gallanan  gave  of  their  abundance  in  all  directions,  assumed  the 
total  support  of  various  soldiers^  families,  and  by  word  and  deed 
set  a  noble  example  of  patriotism  that  found  rivals  in  every  direc- 
tion in  the  capital  rit y.  There  were  the  patriotic  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Savery,  the  Mills  fiimili«*s,  the  Palmers  an'l  a  hun(lre<l  others 
leatling  in  society  at  tin*  capital,  en>^a£i:e(l  in  organi/jn^  meth- 
ods to  help  tlip  Iowa  soldiers  or  the  cause  for  which  they  were 
fighting.  Men  of  high  political  position  like  the  Hon.  Geo.  G. 
Wright,  Chief  Justice,  and  senator  of  the  United  States,  and  Hon. 
C.  C.  Cole,  also  a  supreme  judge  later,  brought  all  their  influence 
and  power  to  l)ear  in  ways  that  made  their  names  familiar  to 
patriots  in  Iowa.  Hon.  Jonathan  Cattell,  too,  Mrs.  Cattell, 
I.  W.  T.-30 
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John  N.  Dewey,  Stewart  Goodrell  and  Thomas  Mitchell  were 
prominent  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  soldiers*  or  the  coun- 
try's interests.  It  would  require  a  volume  to  even  mention  the 
names  of  the  men  and  the  women  of  the  capital  and  of  the 
state  at  large  who  labored  for  the  cause  of  the  Union  all  through 
the  weary  days  of  the  war.  Rich  and  poor  alike,  high  and  low, 
wherever  there  was  a  truly  loyal  man  or  woman  in  Iowa,  that 
man  and  woman  placed  the  soldiers'  interests  before  all  other 
interests,  and  handed  down  to  their  children  the  proud  record  of 
true  patriotism. 

The  most  powerful  influence  of  all,  working  at  home,  was  the 
loyal  newspaper  press.  An  acknowledged  power  always,  it 
became  especially  so  when  the  bright  honor  of  the  state  was  in 
peril  and  the  life  of  the  republic  threatened.  There  is  simply 
no  estimating  the  good  the  leading  Iowa  journals  did  in  the  war 
times.  It  was  an  exceedingly  loyal  class  of  men  who  controlled 
them — loyal  and  able.  First,  and  most  influential  of  all  the 
Iowa  journals  then,  was  the  Burlington  Hawkeye.  Clark  Dun- 
ham, its  editor,  represented  in  his  fiery  editorials  the  most 
advanced  and  patriotic  sentiment  of  the  state.  In  hif  eyes, 
traitors  and  their  sympathizers  were  odious,  and  every  day  of 
the  war  saw  from  his  pen  burning  philippics  against  Rebels  and 
rousing,  cheering  huzzahs  for  the  union  soldiers.  The  columns 
of  the  paper  glowed  at  a  fever  heat  of  patriotism  from  the 
firing  on  Sumter  till  the  abolishment  of  slavery  and  the  anni- 
hilation of  the  rebel  armies.  Dunham  believed  from  the  ver}* 
beginning  that  slavery  would  and  ought  to  be  destroyed,  and 
that  the  union  flag  would  be  victorious. 

There,  too,  was  the  Des  Moines  Register^  later  grown  into  one 
of  the  most  ))Owerful  journals  in  the  Northwest.  Already  in 
the  war  times,  with  Teesdale  at  its  head,  it  gave  signs  of  its 
coming  greatness.  Patriotic,  vigilant,  and  true  to  every  prin- 
ciple for  which  the  Iowa  soldiers  were  fighting,  it  never  took 
one  step  backward.  Its  position  at  the  capital  made  it  a  power, 
and  the  ability  and  patriotism  of  many  of  its  writers  made  it 
respected  in  the  state.    The  Marshalltown  Times  was  another  of 
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the  able  sapporten  of  the  onion  erase— its  editor,  Ghqrin,  a 
strong,  dashing  add  patriotic  writer* 

The  Gate  CUy  had  at  its  head  the  Hon.  J.  B.  Howell,  an  able, 
patriotic  writer,  later  a  senator  of  the  United  States,  while  the 
assistant  editor  was  Samuel  Clark,  one  of  the  most  Tigoroas 
thinkers  and  the  best  editorial  writers  of  the  whole  West. 
Extreme  loyalty  was  the  watchword  of  the  two  strong  editors, 
and  the  paper*s  editorials  biased  like  a  beacon  light  of  loyalty  to 
all  the  patriotic  people  of  the  south  part  of  the  state.  The 
DaTenport  Oaz$Ue  was  another  of  the  exceedingly  strong,  actiTe 
journals  of  the  day,  its  editor  and  founder,  Sanders,  being 
second  to  no  man  in  Iowa  for  his  derotion  to  the  Union,  or  for 
his  ability  to  guide  an  important  journal  in  a  perilous  time. 
Ed.  Russell  was  another  of  the  unusually  strong  writers  on  the 
press  whose  abOity  and  patriotism  went  hx  to  mould  the  public 
sentiment  of  the  state.  So,  too,  Frank  Palmer,  then  of  Du- 
buque, and  later  editor  of  the  Des  Moines  BegUter^  whose  ready 
pen  and  splendid  abilities  were  seconded  by  a  patriotic  impulse 
that  knew  no  limit  His  later  career,  as  member  of  congress, 
as  manager  of  great  newspaper  interests  in  Chicago,  and  as  sup- 
porter and  friend  of  the  great  Logan,  was  honorable  in  the 
extreme.  He  laid  the  foundation  of  his  reputation  as  editor  of 
the  Register. 

John  Mahin  of  the  Muscatine  Journal  was  another  of  the 
forcible  writers  and  important  factors  of  that  day,  and  his  Jicmr- 
Mo/,  like  the  Nonpareil  at  Council  BlufE^  was  among  the  Tery 
foremost,  and  most  active  in  upholding  the  hands  of  state  and 
nation,  ahd  in  warm  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  soldiers  in 
the  field. 

L.  D.  Ingemoirs  was  a  name  known  in  all  Iowa  as  that  of 
one  of  the  very  first  writers  in  the  state.  Possessed  of  an  active 
and  brilliant  mind,  aa  extremely  ready  pen  and  a  patriotic  heart, 
he  dashed  off  editorials  and  letters  that  commanded  attention 
wherever  read  in  Iowa.  His  book  on  Iowa  in  the  Rebellion, 
written  before  the  cannon  were  cold  on  the  battle  field,  was  a 
graphic  and  successful  account  of  the  doings  of  Iowa  regiments, 
and  as  complete  and  full  as  the  time  of  its  appearance  and  the 
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int  of  complete  records  would  allow.  There,  too,  wera  the  pfttri* 
otic  and  able  writer,  Z.  Streetor  of  Cedar  Falb,  and  Fetor  Mfll- 

.dy,  whose  ability  and  patriotism  were  recogniied  all  o?er  the 
state;  Wm.  H.  Sessions,  the  perfect  embodiment  of  loyaltj,  ef«r 
actiye  and  foremost  in  all  loyal  things,  and  Brainerd  of  Ibw» 
City — fine,  bold  writers,  all  of  them,  and  of  extreme  inflneaee, 
Brainerd  was  also  the  accomplished  secretary  of  the  War  Got- 
emor,  and  imbibed  of  the  patriotism  of  his  great  chieti 

Booth  of  the  Anamosa  Eureka  had  no  superior  in  Iowa  for 
loyal  activity  and  efficient,  wide-awake  ability.  He  led,  loan 
than  he  followed,  public  sentiment,  and  was  a  strong  aun^ort 
to  the  administration  of  state  affidrs.  The  Fairfield  Ltdgir^ 
under  the  loyal  J.  F.  Junkin,  was  also  for  the  people  of  its  dii» 
trict  ever  a  true  beacon  light,  and  a  patriotic  leader  of 
opinion.    G.  W.  Edwards  of  the  ML  Pleasant  Journal 

other  of  the  noted  loyal  editors  whose  &ithful  patriotism  and 
constant  activity  encouraged  the  Iowa  people  to  march  straight 
forward  to  the  end  of  the  Rebellion  in  the  loyal  path  tli^  had 
entered  on.  His  was  about  the  best  weekly  newspaper  in  ibe 
state,  and  its  influence  was  Teiy  great.  Another  of  the  piamH 
nent  weeklies  was  the  Oskalooea  Herald^  edited  by  Hon.  Gharlea 
Beardsley,  a  true  patriot,  an  honorable  man,  and  a  pure  politi- 
cian. From  a  period  preyious  to  the  war  till  the  spring  of  1885 
the  Herald  was  in  his  charge,  and  eveiy  issue  of  it  was  marind 
with  the  earnest,  patriotic  writing  that  not  only  encouraged  the 
soldiers  at  the  front,  but  their  co-workers,  the  loyal  moi  and 
women  of  Iowa  at  home.  Just  before  the  dose  of  the  war, 
Beardsley  assumed  editorial  control  of  the  Burlington  Hawkef$,  i 

He  was  a  worthy  successor  to  the  earnest  and  patriotic  Dunham. 
For  nine  years  he  led  that  able  journal,  a  part  of  the  time  aer?- 
ing  the  state  in  the  Iowa  senate.  His  tastes  led  him  to  the  study 

national  politics,  especially  the  question  of  finance.  His  aUe 
di  ion  with  pen  and  Toice  made  him  an  authority  in  iba 
I  te,  and  later  led  to  his  appointment  to  the  position  of  fourth 
auditor  of  the  United  States  treasury.  On  his  retirement  from 
office  in  1885,  he  became  a  leader  of  his  party  in  his  statesman* 
like  management  of  afEurs  in  his  position  as  chairman  of  tlia 
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republican  state  committee — a  position  to  which  he  has  twice 
been  chosen. 

The  men  and  women  mentioned  at  random  in  this  chapter, 
like  the  hundreds  of  other  men  and  women  who  were  like  able, 
patriotic,  and  self-sacrificing  for  our  common  country,  and  whose 
names  space  forbids  recalling,  formed  the  legion  of  lowa^s  patriots 
at  home.    They  were  the  actipe  Army  of  the  Reserve. 


OHAPTER    XXXVI. 

A   CHAPTER    OF    MISCELLANIES. 

The  first  Iowa  soldier  wounded  in  battle  was  H.  G.  Darrab, 
private  of  tbe  First  infantry,  who  had  an  arm  shot  off  at 
Wilson's  Creek.  The  last  shot  fired  at  Sbilob  was  by  the 
ixth  Iowa  infantry,  at  the  time  under  the  lead  of  James  A. 
arfield,  later  President  of  the  United  States.  The  last  shot 
red  against  the  Ilebels  in  the  war  was  by  members  of  the 
*hird  Iowa  cavalry,  not  far  from  Macon.  The  first  shots  fired 
L  the  great  Vicksburg  campaign  were  by  the  Twenty-first  Iowa, 
ad  the  only  troops  to  enter  the  works  of  defense  of  Vicksburg 
uring  the  fearful  assault  of  May  22d  were  a  small  squad  of  the 
'wenty-second  Iowa  infantry.  The  first  troops  to  enter  Col- 
mbia,  South  Carolina,  the  birth-place  of  the  Rebellion,  were 
owa  troops,  and  the  flag  of  an  Iowa  regiment  was  the  first  union 
ag  placed  on  the;  capital.  The  city  of  Montgomery,  the  first 
t4>el  capital,  was  first  entered  by  Iowa  cavalry,  and  an  Iowa 
la"  was  the  first  to  float  over  the  steps  where  Jefferson  Davis 
ook  his  oath  of  office  as  President  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
raty.  The  first  rebel  flag  of  note,  the  "  Palmetto'*  flag,  made 
ly  the  ladies  of  Charleston,  was  captured  by  Iowa  soldiers,  and 
s  ii  trophy  of  the  state  at  the  present  time. 


The  first  slaves  armed  in  defense  of  the  Union  were  enlisted 

>y  an  Iowa  officer.    Eleven  anti-slavery  Quaker  boys  of  Cedar 

:ouuty,  Iowa,  n>solv(;d  to  enter  the  regiment  of  the  noted  Col. 

^onftroiiu'ry,  in  Missouri.     They  had  been  schoolmates  and 

Tieiids  of  the  C()pi)ic  boys  who  had  engaged  with  John  Brown 

n  the  raid  on  Harp^T* s  Ferry.    One  of  these  was  hung  with 
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Brown — the  other,  Barclay  Coppic,  escaped  to  Iowa,  but  was 
never  surrendered  to  Gov.  Wise^s  gallows.  He,  too,  started  to 
join  Montgomery's  regiment,  but  was  killed  on  the  way  in  a 
railway  accident  caused  by  rebel  guerrillas.  The  rest  of  that 
Quaker  band  of  boys  marched  through  the  rebel  lines  from  St. 
Louis  to  Springfield  in  October,  1861.  They  raided  many  plan- 
tations on  the  way,  giving  the  slaves  their  liberty,  receiving,  as 
a  recompense,  their  tears  and  their  blessings.  It  is  said  that 
that  band  of  brave  Quakers  never  cheered  but  once  in  the  war, 
and  that  was  on  the  news  of  Lincoln's  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion. One  of  these  Iowa  boys  was  Ransom  L.  Harris,  later  a 
lieutenant  of  the  Seventy-ninth  United  States  colored  troops. 
In  recruiting  for  a  colored  regiment,  he  enlisted  28  slaves,  and 
started  with  them  for  Fort  Scott.  Gen.  Halleck  heard  of  it 
and  sent  a  company  of  cavalry  in  pursuit.  Ransom  was  over- 
taken and  by  Halleck's  orders  was  thrown  into  prison.  Later, 
he  was  released,  and  Senator  Lane,  learning  of  the  facts,  secured 
Ransom's  appointment  as  a  lieutenant.  With  some  of  these 
same  slaves,  he  fought  the  Rebels  later,  in  the  severe  battle  of 
Poison  Springs,  and  at  Saline  River. 


One  of  the  bloodiest  conflicts  of  the  war  was  the  battle  of 
Franklin,  yet  no  union  regiment  engaged  there  lost  so  many  as 
did  the  Fifth  Iowa  at  luka.  The  Forty-fourth  Missouri  lost 
heaviest  of  all  at  Franklin,  viz.,  163.  At  luka,  the  Fifth  lowalost 
out  of  only  482  engaged,  217  killed  or  wounded.  At  Pleasant 
Hill,  the  Thirty-second  Iowa,  also  a  small  regiment,  lost  210. 
At  Allatoona,  the  Thirty-ninth  lost  three-fifths  of  its  numbers, 
including  its  brave  colonel. 


What  became  of  the  Iowa  soldiers  in  the  regiments  may  be 
imagined  from  a  memorandum  of  the  Fifth  infantry.  It  mus- 
tered at  Burlington,  with  067  oflicers  and  men,  and  received  70 
recruits*.  Of  this  band  of  patriots — all  young,  healthy  men, 
from  office  and  shop  and  farm — SO  were  killed  in  battle,  00  died 
of  disease,  281  were  wouudeil,  221  were  broken  down  in  health 
and  discharge<l  for  disability,  and  S6  were  captured  and  nearly 
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ill  starved  to  death  in  rebel  prisons.    The  little  remnant  left  of 
}he  regiment  was  at  last  transferred  to  the  Fifth  cavalry. 


Many  of  the  Iowa  regiments  marched  all  the  way  from  the  Des 
»ines  river  to  the  heart  of  the  Confederacy,  and  later,  clear  on 

.0  Richmond.    Some  traveled  a  distance  of  10,000  miles;  a  few, 

I  distance  equal  to  a  journey  around  the  world. 


The  captor  of  Qeu.  Pillow,  A.  L.  Burnell,  is  now  an  Iowa  man. 
\.t  the  time  of  his  gallant  act  he  was  a  sergeant  of  the  Second 
Uinois  cavalry.  At  the  battle  of  the  Hatchie  he  was  one  of  but 
wo  of  a  body  of  26  orderlies  who  remained  mounted  all  day — all 
he  remainder  being  killed  or  wounded.  He  is  now  one  of  the 
)est  officers  of  the  national  guard. 


The  cost  of  living  in  Iowa  in  the  war  times,  as  compared  with 
he  prices  in  Richmond,  is  interesting  to  recall.  Of  course  con- 
federate notes  were  at  a  terrible  discount.  The  first  price  list  is 
or  Burlington,  February  28th,  1863.  The  second  is  for  Rich- 
nond  at  a  little  later  date: 

BURLINGTON. 

Ujfar •  .12K  Hay «8.00 

offt'e 32  Egjrs 06 

lalt 3.00  Whisky 43 

lice 09  Coal  Oil 60 

lour 6.50  Wheat 1.25 

k)rn 25  Rye 60 

)ats .48  Chickens,  per  dosen 1.00 

Jutt^T 15 

BICHHOXD. 

'lour,  per  baixel 9350.00    Meal,  per  poand 9      1.00 

)aIico,  p(T  yard lo.OO    Boots,  per  pair 300.00 

;om  |)er  buahel '»0.00    Sugai,  per  pound 1.00 

Joti'»M',  \)CT  pound 18.00 

(iol.l  $-2S  for  91.    Oreenbackd,  918  for  91. 

K«'bol  priviit'8  in  the  army  were  getting  911  per  month,  or  enough  to  bay 
,  <MMi])l«>  of  poundB  of  tobaoco. 
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Beating  a  war  Secretary  did  not  occur  often,  especially  when 
that  secretary  was  E.  M.  Stanton,  of  Lincoln's  cabinet.  Hon. 
J.  B.  Grinnell,  on  being  elected  to  congress,  insisted  that  the 
gallant  Col.  E.  W.  Rice,  who  bad  been  promoted  for  gallantry  at 
Donelson,  be  made  a  brigadier  general.  Mr.  Stanton  refused  to 
talk  with  civilians  on  the  subject.  He  would  not  permit  inter- 
ference with  army  appointments.  Mr.  Grinnell  still  importuned, 
urged  that  Rice  deserved  this,  that  all  the  officers  of  his  com- 
mand approved  it,  wanted  it,  and,  that  he,  Ctrinnell,  personally 
had  come  to  Washington  to  demand  it.  ^'  No  use,  sir,^*  answered 
the  Secretary.  ^^  Your  case,  sir,  is  like  thousands.  What  we 
want  now  is  victories,  not  brigadiers.  We  are  in  a  crisis.  I  re- 
fuse, sir,  to  make  a  promise  even  to  consider  the  wish  of  a  civil- 
ian at  such  a  time.  I  am  sorry.  My  desk  is  loaded  with  busi- 
ness; I  must  say  good  morning.**  A  second  call  ended  as 
abruptly  as  the  first.  ''No  use  in  a  civilian's  talking  to 
me  on  the  subject,  sir.**  ''Neither  can  I  waive  a  civilian*s 
rights.*'  added  Mr.  Grinnell.  "Then  go  to  the  President,** 
said  the  Secretary  sharply.  '^That  would  be  an  offense; 
my  regard  for  the  Secretary  of  War  would  make  that  step  a  last 
resort.'*  "Get  your  request  granted  and  I  will  resign,**  said 
Stanton  angrily.  One  more  trial,  and  Mr.  Grinnell  did  see  the 
President.  After  returning  from  a  walk  and  hearing  the  full 
details  vha  to  Rice*s  strong  endorsements,  Lincoln  a.sked  for  a  bit 
of  paper,  leaned  against  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  White  House 
and  wrote  "  Without  au  if  or  an  and,  let  E.  W.  Rice  of  Iowa  be 
made  a  brigadier  general.  A.  Lincoln.**  The  bit  of  paper  was 
handtnl  to  the  Secretary.  "  I  will  resign,'*  he  said,  crushing  the 
paper  and  to^sini^  it  into  the  waste  basket.  Mr.  Grinnell  was 
about  to  ^o.  *'  Wait,"  said  the  Secretary,  smiling  for  the  first 
time  in  a  month;  '*  Wait,  Mr.  Grinnell;  come  over  and  take 
dinner  with  me."  Mr.  Grinnell  was  compelltKl  by  enj]^agem6nts 
to  leave  the  citv  at  once,  but  shortly  he  w.is  tendered  the 
colonelcy  of  a  n»<,'iuient.  Elliott  W.  Ri<'e  Wits  miule  a  brigadier; 
was  later  miidt*  bn»vt*t  major  p'lieral  and  continued  what  h«* 
had  always  beiMi,  a  bravt*  and  compr*t«'nt  otB»N'r,  whose  deeds 
added  luster  to  the  stati\     Ui^  (M^uimission,  bv  mistake,  was  made 
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ut  in  the  name  of  his  brother,  Samuel  A.  Rice;  but,  as  the 
itter  was  also  being  urged  for  promotion  at  another  part  of  the 
rmy,  no  harm  was  done.  The  brothers  both  got  the  stars  they 
lad  earned,  and  both  were  popular  ofBcers,  the  elder  brother 
iving  his  life  for  the  cause. 

The  Copperheads  of  Iowa  were  as  good  as  their  word  when 
hey  threatened  in  secret  conclave  to  oppose  the  state  govem- 
aent  in  its  support  of  the  administration,  and,  if  need  be,  to 
esort  to  violence  and  bloodshed.    The  first  open  outrages  were 
ttempted  at  South  English,  in  Keokuk  county.    On  the  1st 
ay  of  August,  1863,  a  band  of  Copperheads  held  a  public  meet- 
ag  and  afterward  rode  through  the  village  wearing  copperhead 
»adge3,  shouting  treason,  and  brandishing  arms.    The  bystanders 
houted  "cowards"  at  them,  when  they  fired  on  the  people.    The 
ire  was  instantly  returned  and  Tally,  the  copperhead  leader,  was 
hot  dead.    The  governor  sent  some  companies  of  militia  to  the 
cene  and  the  desperadoes  dispersed  to  their  homes.    Fremont 
ounty,  on  the  Missouri  border,  also  witnessed  violence  the  same 
lutumn.     On  October  30th,  suspected  characters  were  noticed 
in  the  road  near  Sidney.    Provost  Marshal  Van  Eaton  and  a 
BW  assistants  started  after  them,  but  the  party  was  soon  am- 
>ushed  from  the  roadside  and  the  marshal  murdered.    Shortly 
ifterward,  the  fine  court  house  at  Sidney  was  blown  up  with 
gunpowder — probably  by  the  same  desperadoes  who  had  mur- 
lered  the  marshal.    In  the  following  autumn,  October,  1864, 
)utr<igcous  murders  were  committed  in  Sugar  Creek  township, 
Poweshiek  county.    The  neighborhood  was  the  home  of  disrepu- 
;ablo  scoundrels  of  all  sorts — Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  draft 
evaders,  deserters,  and,  as  it  proved,  of  murderers.    On  the  last 
lay  of  September,  Provost  Marshal  James  Mathews  sent  two 
)fficers,  Josiah  M.  Woodruff,  a  special  agent  from  Oskaloosa,  and 
Dapt.  John  L.  Biishore,  into  the  disreputable  neighborhood,  to 
irrest  some  deserters.    Fifteen  miles  south  of  Qrinnell  on  the 
road  to  O.^kaloosa,  the  officers  were  waylaid  and  bmtally  mur- 
lered.*     Woodruff  wiis  not  only  killed — his  body  was  dragged 


•About  \hu 
<elvos  into  w 


ii)  time  bainU  of  roffians  and  disloyal  ■aluecis  organized  them- 
Nhiii  was  calleil  the  "Skunk  river  armj.      They  were  moilljr 
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into  the  bushes  and  filled  with  bullet  holes,  and  Bashore's  brains 
were  beaten  out  with  the  butt  of  a  rifle.  In  the  woods  near  by, 
bands  of  Copperheads  had  been  assembled  to  resist  the  law.  The 
bloody  bodies  of  the  murdered  officers  were  taken  to  Oskaloosa, 
where  nothing  but  cool  judgment  and  regard  for  law,  prevented 
the  people  from  taking  vengeance  on  the  whole  malodorous 
Sugar  creek  neighborhood,  most  of  whom  were  held  to  be  acces- 
sories of  disloyal  assassins. 

Other  foul  murders  of  union  men  occurred  in  Davis  county  at 
about  the  same  time  as  the  outrages  in  Poweshiek.  A  band  of 
12  men  disguised  in  federal  uniforms,  well  mounted  and  armed, 
entered  Davis  county  from  Missouri  on  the  12th  of  October. 
They  rode  through  the  county,  robbing  the  farmers  and  commit- 
ting the  most  horrible  murders.  Passing  a  team  in  the  road, 
they  would  demand  the  horses.  The  least  hesitancy  on  the  part 
of  the  owner,  and  he  would  be  shot  from  his  wagon.  Union 
soldiers,  home  on  furlough,  when  found  among  the  farmers, 
were  deliberately  and  foully  murdered.  The  assassins  were  pur- 
sued day  and  night  by  Col.  J.  B.  Weaver  and  others,  but  with 
fleeter  horses  they  escaped  into  Missouri.  Lt.-Col.  S.  A.  Moore, 
an  aide  of  the  governor  and  one  of  the  staters  heroic  soldiers,  liv- 
ing at  Bloomfield,  was  active  in  attempts  to  capture  the  outlaws. 
He  wrote  a  graphic  and  detailed  account  to  the  governor  of  the 
outrages  and  murders  committed  in  Davis  county,  which  was 
printed  in  the  reports  of  the  adjutant  general  for  1864.  All 
these  outrages  and  murders  in  Iowa  in  1863-4,  were  the  result 
of  copperhead  teachings,  and  when  not  committed  directly  by 
themselves,  were  committed  by  their  associate  and  allied  outlaws, 
from  Missouri.  At  a  disloyal  Peace  meeting,  styling  itself  the 
"  Democracy  '^  of  Davis  county,  one  Wm.  A.  Rankin  proposed 
n»8olutions  declaring  the  war  ''  a  wicked  abolition  crusade  against 
the  South;''  "  that  tlie  draft  should  be  nslsfed  to  the  death;  that 
free  nepro«>s  brouirht  into  Iowa  should  be  flriven  out^  and  those 
who  brou;;ht   them   Im*  driv<»n   with    th»'m,  or  jjiven  hosplftthle 

tIt'nizenH  nf  tin*  villii«ri'.-*  .in«l  wo  >fls  I'ontiLrnoiis  ti>  \\w  two  .Skunk  riv»Ts,  and 
from  Maliiiskii.  Keokuk  an«l  I*i>wi'«iliick  riMinti»'s.  TIh-v  niii<l»*  rri^qiu'iit 
(l(*monstr.itii>nx,  but  wit»*  tu  » «  owanlly  to  tiLrlit,  aii«l  tln'ir  Ki)-oall«Ml  army  dis- 
Kolv»*<l  in  lii'ii^r.i''*'.  Th«"y  ha  1  intt»init*il  much  hariii,  and  dinibth^s-i  {\w  wholo 
of  tlhTii  \v*T»*  .1"*  si-iily  a  lot  of  ••••oimdrels  as  «»ver  misited  a  iffillown. 
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mves^  The  resolutions  were  adopted  unanimously.  They 
Torded  a  true  view  of  the  infamous  principles  of  the  copper- 
3ad  party,  and  were  fit  accompaniments  of  the  murders  that 
isgraeed  the  state. 

There  is  a  page  of  history  connected  with  the  war  days  too 
ifamous  for  utterance.  It  concerns  the  treatment  of  union 
'isoners  captured  by  the  South.  Were  the  dreadful  facts  not 
mehed  for  by  thousands  of  witnesses,  and  under  solemn  oath, 
le  world  would  pronounce  the  horrible  tales  of  starvation  and 
urder  in  the  South  the  inventions  of  monsters.  Union  sol- 
iers  were  Jiuddled  together  by  thousands,  even  tens  of  thou- 
nds,  in  the  sickly  sand  pens  of  Georgia,  and  there  starved  to 
3ath.  Around  these  infamous  prison  holes,  stockades  of  logs 
ere  built,  on  top  of  which  rebel  soldiers  stood  sentinel,  waiting 
\  shoot  down  any  poor  wretch  who  might  wander  too  near  the 
ital  dead  line.  Thirty  thousand  union  prisoners  were  penned 
p  in  Andersonville  alone,  and  left  in  the  filthy  sand  without 
othing,  except  the  rags  left  after  the  robbery  of  their  clothes 
:;  the  time  of  their  capture;  without  clean  water;  without 
pportunities  of  washing  either  their  rags  or  their  bodies;  with- 
it  even  the  usual  army  trenches  for  the  demands  of  nature; 
without  medicine;  without  food,  except  the  half-rations  of  half- 
)oked  corn  bread,  and  without  hope.  They  lay  on  the  scorch- 
[g  sand  and  filth  by  day,  and  slept  uncovered  in  the  dews  and 
alaria  of  the  sickly  swamp  near  by  at  night.  Thousands  lit- 
*ally  starved  to  death,  thousands  died  of  the  dreadful  exposure 
.  sand  pens  reeking  with  foul  disease,  rotting  with  untold  ver- 
in  and  poisoned  with  accumulated  filth.  Human  beings  had 
ever  in  the  history  of  the  civilized  world  been  treated  so  before. 
ixteen  thousand  men  died  in  Andersonville  alone.  They  were 
ir  brothers,  fathers  or  sons.  Iowa  had  hundreds  and  hundreds 
f  her  children  dio  miserable  deaths  in  that  hole,  fit  for  the 
limned.  The  wagons  that  brought  in  their  miserable  feed 
f  unwh<»Iosome  bread  and  dumped  it  into  the  filthy  sand, 
r(*iit  out  loaded  with  the  dead  bodies  of  their  comrades. 
lonth  in  and  month  out,  the  union  men  sat  there  in  the 
urning  sun.  starving  to  death  and  praying  for  release.    As 
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in  tilis  awful  place,  so  in  other  places — Tyler,  Belle  Isle,  Sal- 
isbury, Libby,  Columbia;  all  filthy,  cruel  pens,  running  over 
with  vermin  and  disease.  In  all  the  southern  prisons  the 
outrages  differed  only  in  degree.  They  were  all  a  disgrace  to 
the  human  race,  a  crime  on  manhood.  Who  was  to  blame? 
Whose  hands  were  guilty  of  these  fearful  atrocities?  Thero  is 
but  one  answer.  The  President  of  the  rebel  states  and  the 
leading  Itebels  in  power  about  him.  They  alone  could  by  a  word 
have  stopped  them,  and  they  did  not.  Perfect  official  proofs 
show  that  they  knew  of  and  approved  the  atrocities,  if  they  did 
not  directly  order  them.  The  finger  of  time  will  point  to  these 
men  as  monsters,  and  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  will,  in  due 
time,  place  the  curse  where  it  belongs.  It  is  a  farce  on  govern- 
ment, a  travesty  on  justice,  a  lie  on  history,  that  the  very  men 
who  instigated  this  starving  of  prisoners,  the  burning  of 
unarmed  cities,  and  the  wholesale  poisoning  of  innocent  people 
in  the  North,  should,  twenty-four  years  afterward,  sit  in  high 
plsices  in  the  South,  and  by  outrages  on  the  ballot  box,  and  the 
murder  of  negro  citizens,  attain  to  honors  and  position  in  the 
North.  Well  may  the  tliinking  pause  and  wonder  whether  the 
country  that  raises  its  enemies  to  power  and  puts  traitors  and 
criminals  in  high  place,  is  not  building  its  own  road  to  destruction. 

That  the  soldiers  of  the  North  and  of  Iowa  do  not  propose 
that  their  sacrifices  nor  their  dead  comrades  of  the  war  shall  be 
wholly  forgotten,  is  evidence<l  by  the  hundreds  of  active,  loval 
posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  scattered  all  over  the 
state.  The  society  is  organized  to  keep  alive  the  memories  and 
the  comradeship  of  the  days  that  tried  men*s  souls,  and  to  incul- 
cate anew  the  lessons  of  loyalty  to  the  country.  Almost  eynry 
ex-soldier  in  Iowa  is  a  nn»mber,  and  to  wear  its  ba<lge  is  to  wear 
the  biulge  of  honor.  I)itlt»rent  soldiers  have  l>«»en  instrumental 
in  placint;  the  society  on  strong  footing  in  Iowa.  Tht»  names 
are  recalled  of  Add.  H.  Sanders,  the  first  commander,  and  (*ol.  J. 
C.  Stone,  Philip  XI.  (Vapo,  J.  N.  (^aldron,  i\)\.  J.  C.  Parrott  and 
Geo.  H.  H();i:iii.  Hut  first  of  all  for  earnest  endeavor,  and  in  the 
interest  of  th«»  society,  is  the  name  of  Maj.  A.  A.  Perkins  of  Hiir- 
lintrton.     In  the  arinv  davs  he  had  Ix^en  an  active  and  an  excnl- 
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nt  officer  on  the  stafif  of  Gen.  Osterhaus,  and  a  few  years  after 
le  war  he  was  made  department  commander  of  the  society  of 
le  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  for  Iowa.  Owing  to  a  variety  of 
luses  the  order  was  well  nigh  extinct,  but  with  a  zeal  that  was 
laracteristic  he  labored  for  its  interests,  and  the  Iowa  branch  of 
le  order  so  flourished  as  shortly  to  become  one  of  the  most  suc- 
?ssf  ul  departments  in  the  country. 

Another  outgrowth  of  the  loyal  sentiment  in  Iowa  is  the  erec- 
on  by  the  state  of  the  ^'  Soldiers'  Home."  No  state  and  no  coun- 
ry  gives  to  its  defenders  who  may  have  been  unfortunate  in  the 
Sairs  of  life  a  better  reposing  place  for  their  declining  years. 
Within  the  walls  of  this  elegant  structure  are  comfortably  cared 
»r,  without  money  and  without  price,  every  dependent  soldier 
rho  has  served  the  Union,  if  living  within  the  state.  It  is  a  gen- 
rous  bounty  that  Iowa  has  manifested  and  one  that  will  for  cen- 
iries  redound  to  her  honor.  Its  chief  promoters  were  the  Iowa 
)ciety  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  the  same  feeling 
lat  led  them  in  the  war  days  to  subscribe  $90,000  from  their 
ender  pay  to  aid  the  women  of  Iowa  in  building  a  home  for 
)ldiers'  orphans  also  led  them  to  urge  this  larger  home  for  their 
rave  but  unfortunate  comrades.  Many  civilian  patriots  also 
ibored  for  the  founding  of  this  just  enterprise,  most  prominent 
f  all  being  Senator  Preston  M.  Sutton  of  Marshalltown.  The 
loine  was  opened  December  29, 1887,  in  the  presence  of  the  gov- 
rnor  of  the  stato,  the  department  commander,  the  national  com- 
mander of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  many  distinguished 
tati>  ( -hiir:u't(*rs  and  thousands  of  patriotic  people.     Gov.  Lar- 

:il)('(.*  acci^ptcd  the  Home  on  the  part  of  Iowa,  and  the  Hon. 
*liiiip  M.  Crapo  delivered  an  eloquent  address  on  l)ehalf  of  the 
oldiers.  The  IIohk^  at  Marsihalltown  is  not  merely  an  asylum 
or  decH'pit  Iowa  soldiers;  it  is  a  vwnumvnt  of  tiie  staters  grati- 
udo  to  the  dt»f«'nders  of  our  country.  Long  years  after  these 
ol(li(*rs  have  all  parsed  to  the  silent  tenting  ground,  and  after 
h<'sf*  citizens  who  built  the  Home  are  all  dead,  the  building  will 
taiid  tht»re  on  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  river,  a  silent  monu- 
lu'iit  to  Iowa's  honor,  and  a  witness  to  the  truth  of  the  patriot 
.vunls  writ  upon  tlu-  corner  stone  of  this  her  noblest  public  edifice. 


\ 
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HISTORIES  OF  IOWA  REGIMENTS. 


REGIMENTAL  HISTORIES. 


FIRST  IOWA  INFANTRY. 


The  President's  call  for  75,000  troops,  of  which  Iowa*s  quota  was  one 
regiment,  went  forth  April  15, 1861.  Gk>7.  Kirkwood*s  proclamation  calling 
for  the  raising  of  volantecr  companies,  dates  the  17th.  In  the  first  of  Mar, 
the  companies  sworn  in  at  home,  reported  at  Keokuk,  the  rendezvous.  On 
the  11th,  they  elected  their  field  oflScers,  and  on  the  14th  were  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  as  the  First  Iowa  infantry.  John  Franfiis  Bates 
was  made  colonel,  Wm.  H.  Merritt  lieutenant  colonel  and  Asbnry  B.  Porter 
migor.  June  loth,  the  regiment,  with  the  Second,  was  transported  to  Mis- 
souri to  engage  under  Gen.  Lyon.  It  arrived  at  Macon  City  and  was  sent  to 
Renick,  fitty  miles  northeast  of  Booneville.  As  the  First  Iowa  approached 
Renick,  horsemen  of  Jackson's  defeated  state  troops  were  seen  flyiog  in  all 
directions.  Jane  19th,  the  regiment  was  marchea  to  Booneville,  reaching 
the  Missouri  river  opposite  that  point  on  the  2lHt.  On  July  3d,  Gen.  Lyon 
brought  his  army  by  forced  marches  to  Camp  Sigel,  ten  miles  northwest  of 
Springfield.  After  some  days,  it  marcheil  twelve  miles  south  to  Camp 
ifcClellan.  Six  companies  ot  the  Fintt,  togcth<T  with  other  troops,  were  sent 
to  Forsythe,  near  the  Kansas  line.  They  returned,  aller  diipersing  a  band 
of  Rebels  and  capturing  prisoners. 

August  let,  Gen.  Lyon  moved  his  army,  and  on  the  2d,  defeated  Ben. 
McCuIloch  at  Dug  SpringR.  The  Iowa  r  irst  acted  as  skirmishers  on  the 
right  winff  of  the  army.  Lyon  pursued  the  Rebels  and  on  the  4th  returned 
to  Springfield.  He  then  planned  to  surprise  the  enemy,  and  the  battle  of 
Wilson *s  Creek  ensued.  (It  in  describ<'a  in  chapter  5.)  The  soldiers  of  the 
Iowa  First,  notwithNtandinf?  their  term  of  enlistment  had  already  expired, 
entered  the  battle  with  alacrity  and  ardor,  won  for  themselves  imperisuable 
renown,  and  entablisheil  the  military  honor  of  their  state.  They  were  led  in 
battle  by  Lt.-Col.  Merritt,! 'ol.  Hates  being  incapacitated  by  illness.  The 
re^ment  rf  turntMi  home  >^U0  strong.  About  600  re-enlisted,  many  becoming 
oihcers  in  other  rririmrnts. 

Capt.  Frank  J.  llerron  of  the  First  Iowa  became,  later,  m^jor  general,  and 
Capt.  Chax.  L.  Mutthics  brigadier  general. 

FiM  afid  Staff  Officers  of  the  First  foira  Infantr^f, 


COLOXIX.  I  MAJOE.  I  ■ITBOBOSI.  CBAPLAIK. 


John  Franciit  WaW*.      Anbury  H.  Torter.         jWm.  II.  White.  J.  K.  Fuller. 


LIKUT.  COI/HNKL.  ADJl'TAKT.  |         AKNT.  M'EdKoM.         I       gUABTKBXAJTSB. 


Wm.n.  Merritt.  (li').  W.  Wahlroo-         juenrj  lU^lrhrabacb.     ThMxlore  Oaellch. 


I 
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SECOND  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  rcjjinient  wiis  inuMt<*red  into  the  United  States  service  at  Keokuk  for 
the  term  of  thr«v'  >viir8,  on  the  27th  and  2Bt\i  of  May,  18G1.  It  was  in 
p'sponac  to  the  President's  call  of  May  .Sd  for  300,000  men.  Samuel  R. 
Curtis  was  elected  colonel,  James  M.  Tuttle,  lieutenant  colonel,  and  M.  M. 
Crocker,  major.  Tlie  regiment  left  for  Missouri  June  I3th.  HeadquarterB 
were  at  St  Joseph.  It  remained  to  guard  the  railroad  eastward  and  keep 
the  country  in  order  till  the  latter  piirt  of  July.  It  was  then  ordered  to 
.-bird's  Point  for  similar  duty  m  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  lliero  was  an 
immense  sick  list,  in  the  latter  part  of  October  it  returned  to  St.  Louis, 
with  only  400  mt*n  fit  for  duty.  Its  colonel,  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  became 
brigadier  general,  and  Lt.-Col.  James  M.  Tuttle  succeeded  in  command. 
Maj.  M.  M.  Crocker  first  biKramo  lieutenant  colonel,  and  then  was  com- 
missioned colonel  of  the  Thirteenth  Iowa.  Following  this  promotion,  Capt. 
James  Baker  of  Company  G  became  lieutenant  colonel.  A^jt.  Chipman 
became  mtyor.and  was  succeedt^din  the  adjutantcy  bv  Lieut T.  J.  McKennj^. 
During  the  winter  the  regiment  was  in  St  Ijouis.  f*or  an  offense  in  disci- 
pline on  the  part  of  the  guard  then  in  charge  of  a  public  building,  the 
entire  regiment  was  ordered  to  march  to  the  steamer  on  its  way  to  join  Grant 
at  Fort  Donolson,  Tenn.,  without  music  and  with  colors  furled.  It  arrived 
at  DoneUon  February  1 4th,  and  was  placed  in  Gen.  C.  F.  Smith's  division. 
On  the  15tb,  in  I^auman's  brigade,  it  charged  the  works  and  covered  itself 
with  glory.  (Described  in  chapter  10.)  Gen.  Ualleck  named  the  Second 
Iowa  '*  the  bravest  of  the  brave.  ' 

The  regiment  remained  nearly  a  month  at  Donelson,  then  embarked  for 
Pittsburg  Landing,  where,  on  Sunday  morning.  April  Gth,  it  was  suddenly 
called  to  take  eonspitruous  part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  which  continued  two 
days.  (Its  action  in  that  battle  is  described  in  chapter  12.)  Col  Tuttle  was 
in  L-oniinand  of  a  brigade.    Lt.-Col.  Baker  led  the  regiment. 

The  Second  joined  in  Halleck's  Corinth  campaign  which  followed.  It  was 
in  pursuit  of  Beauregard  after  his  evacuation  of  Corinth,  and  it  wai  then  in 
camp  near  that  place.  It  was  marched  to  luka.  but  did  not  take  part  in  the 
battle  of  Se])t.  V.K  *G2.  Col.  Tuttle  being  promoted  brigadier  general, 
Lt.-Col.  Baker  U'came  colonel,  Capl.  N.  W.  Mills  of  Company  D,  lieutenant 
rolon»'l,  Lieut.  James  U.  Weaver  of  Company  G,  m^or.  and  Lieut.  Geo.  L. 
Godfrey,  adjutant.    1  he  latter  succeeded  Adjt  Tuttle,  who  had  died  of  disease. 

On  th(»  3'.i  and  4tli  of  October,  ISO'J,  the  regiment  took  a  brave  i>jurt  in  the 
battle  of  Corinth,  and  sutfereil  severely.  Its  bngado  lost  one- third  of  the 
niimlMT  ongagtHl.  (For  description  of  this  battle,  see  chapter  14.)  Col. 
li.iker  was  mortally  wounded  on  tht!  .*M,  and  his  suc^^essor  in  command,  Col. 
MilN,  nn  the  4th.  The  regiment  now  encamped  near  Corinth.  There  were 
a  numlxT  of  marches  alter  raiders,  and  ou  Nov.  *JSth,  1??G2.  and  in  April, 
1  ^>; 5,  enj^'agements  with  the  enemy  at  Little  Bear  Creek  and  Town  Creek. 
Ala.,  Col.  JaineH  B.  Weaver  b«?ing  in  command.  In  the  summer  of  l^i&S, 
the  regiment  movi'd  to  Lagrange,  Tonn.,  and  in  the  last  of  October  to 
Pulaski,  where  it  went  into  winter  quarters.  In  the  year  following  ('orinth, 
under  <ien.  G.  M.  Doilgt',  it  kept  open  communication  between  Middle  and 
West  Tennessee,  pn-vi-nting  raids  while  Grant  was  operating  around  Vicks- 
burg.  C«il.  James  B.  Weaver  had  succeeded  Col.  Mills,  Capt.  Henry  K. 
Cowles  of  (.'onipany  II  had  become  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Capt  X.  B.  How- 
ard of  Company  1.  major. 

At  Pulaski,  tFi>'  tinx;  of  enlistment  having  expired,  the  Second  became  by 
re-rnli^tinent  a  veteran  regiment.    The  non -veterans  were  mustered  out. 

From  Pulaski  nu  April  '^J,  Ht;4.  the  regiment  )M*gan  its  march  to  take 
part  in  the  catnpiign  of  .\tlanta.  It  was  in  (ien.  Klliott  W.  Kice's  brigade, 
att.ulie.l  to  th»'  Sixteenth  corps,  commandt^l  bv  Gen.  G.  M.  Dorlge.  The 
rt*giin>'nt  U'g.in  ^kirnii'^hing  with  the  enemy  May  l^th,  just  after  passing 
Snak<;  Creek  (iaj)  in  (ieorgia.    On  the  loth,  it  crossed  the  Oostanaula  at 
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Lay^s  Ferry,  whero  Gen.  Rice  turned  the  enemy *8  position,  causing  him  to 
eyaciiate  HeMaca  the  next  mornincr*  At  Rome  Crora  Roads.  May  1 6th,  the 
ivgiment  was  deployed  us  skirmisher*.  At  Dallas,  Georffiu,  commanded  by 
Lt-C'ol.  N.  li.  Howard,  it  a^tsist^^d,  on  May  27th,  in  establishing  and  intrench- 
ing our  most  advancfHl  line,  with  seyere  skirmi>4hin(|^.  On  the  28th  it  par- 
ticipateil  in  the  defence  of  that  position,  when  furioiitily  assaulted  by  the 
enemy.  On  the  29th,  it  asHisttMl  in  the  defense  during  a  sharp  night  attack. 
From  June  10th  to  :k)th,  lbG4,  it  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tain, (fcorgia.  At  Nick-a-jark  Cret^k,  July  4th,  in  the  line  of  skirmishers 
of  the  Sixtt*enth  corps,  it  became  engaged  in  the  afternoon  and  evening. 

On  the  22d  of  July,  it  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  which  is  dt>s<Tibed 
in  chapter  25.  and  took  part  in  the  siege.  August  4th,  led  by  Mui .  Hamill.  the 
regiment  luid  a  heavy  skirmish.  Till  near  the  end  of  the  moutn  it  was  then 
in  the  trenches.  August  :iOtii,  the  arm j  marched  on  Jonesboro.  On  the  •{! st, 
while  supi)orting  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  it  encountered  the  enemy  and  repulsed 
him.  \liii'.  Uamill  commandeil  and  was  among  the  wounded.  During  the 
whole  of  the  Atlanta  campiign,  the  S  'cond  Iowa  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
55.  It  captured  2o  prisoners,  one  stand  of  colors,  and  196  stand  of  small  arms. 
Among  its  woundea  were  Lt.-Col.  N.  B.  Howard,  Mai.  M.G.  Hamill  and  Adjt. 
Voltaire  P.  Twombly :  Lieut.  Thomas  K.  Raush  was  Killed.  The  regiment  had 
now  only  six  companies,  and  with  these  were  consolidated  three  companies 
remaining  of  the  Third  Iowa;  Lt.-Col.  Howard  became  colonel. 

The  regiment  now  belonged  to  the  Fourth  division  commanded  by  Gen. 
John  M.  Corde  of  the  Fitte>^nth  corps.  It  started,  November  16th,  on  the 
'*  March  to  the  Sea.**  At  Eden  Station,  Georgia,  December  7th,  the  regi- 
ment, under  Col.  Howard,  was  the  iirst  thrown  across  the  (treat  Ogechee  on 
the  pontoons  laid  for  the  passage  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  After 
tkinniMhing  along  a  causeway  for  a  mile,  it  formed  in  line,  assaulted  a  barri- 
caile,  drove  theretrom  a  battalion  of  the  enemy  and  occupied  the  station. 
Two  were  killed  and  2  wounded. 

December  10th  to  20th.  the  regiment  took  part  in  the  operations  against 
the  enemy's  position  along  the  Little  Ogechee  River.  December  21,  I8i64,  it 
entereil  Savannah  with  the  army.  January  2>^,  l^BOf  it  bej^n  the  difficult 
march  northward.  Febniary  L')th  and  16th  it  participated  m  the  operations 
which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  ('olumbia.  Februairy  26th,  at  Lynch*s 
Creek,  South  Carolina,  the  regiment  being  in  advance  of  the  division  and 
corps,  forded  the  stream  thn^e-quarters  of  a  mile  in  width,  and  encountered 
the  enemy 'ri  cavalry  liefore  completing  the  crossing.  Lively  skirmishing  fol- 
lowed for  three  hours,  when  the  enemy  retreated.  At  Bentonsvdie,  North 
Carolina,  the  n*giment  Wiis  in  reserve. 

The  Swond  tiien  marclnMl  with  i\w  army  by  Goldslwro,  Raleigh,  Peters- 
burg and  UichinoDd  to  Washington,  w^herc  it  participated  in  the  grand 
review.  Sliortly  afterwanl  it  moved  to  Ix>uisville,  where  in  midsummer  it 
it  was  must*»re<.l  out  with  tin*  Anny  of  the  TenneR«ee.  It  returned  to  Daven- 
port, being  wt'leoined  ])ublic1y  by  Congressman  Hiram  Price.  A  brief  his- 
tory of  the  lowaSt'Oond  wa**  furnished  the  ailjutant  general  by  Col.  N.  B. 
Howard. 

No  n*giin»Mit  could  have  a  more  glorious  record,  and  none  produced  so 
manj' distinguished  !n»*n.  Maj.-<l»'n.  Sainu»*l  R.  Curtis,  Brig.-Gen.  James 
M.  Tuttle,  and  bnfvet  Maj.-(.l«rn.  Marcellus  M.  Cro*ker,  went  first  out  in  this 
regiment.  Tlie  iiri^t  adjutant.  Norton  P.  (.'hipman,  also  rose  to  diHtinction 
during  thf  war,  as  Chief  of  ftati'  to  Gen.  Curtin,  with  the  rank  of  colonel  in 
the  regular  army.  il«'  was  Judjje  Advocat*?  in  the  court  which  tried  Wirz  of 
Andersonville.    Col.  Jas.  H.  Weaver  was  brevetted  briga^lier  general. 
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Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Second  Iowa  Infantnj. 


COLOMKLK. 


MAJOKII. 


SUBOBOlfl. 


Samael  K.  Curtib. 
James  M.  Tuttle. 
Jawefl  Baker. 
Noah  W.  Mills. 
Jas.  3.  Wearer. 
Noel  B.  Howard. 


Marcellaa  M.  Crocker. 
Norton  P.  Cblpman. 
Jas.  B.  Wearer. 
Noel  B.  Howard. 
Mathew  Q.  Hamlll. 
Olirer  O.  Lewis. 


Wells  B.  ICarah. 


Andrew  Azllne. 
Thos.  Andi< 
Jas.  A.  Wilson. 


LIBUT.    OOI/ONKLS. 

ADJUTAMTS. 

AWT.  SUBOBOMl. 

QUABTXBMAtTBBt. 

Jas.  M.  Tuttle. 

Norton  P.  Ohlpman. 

Wm.  W.  Naaaan. 

JohnT.  Stewart 

M.  M.  Crocker. 

Thos.  J.  McKenny. 

ElUott  P7le. 

Akmio  Eaton. 

Jas.  Baker. 

Joel  Tuttle. 

Wm.  H.  Tomer. 

Jesse  0.  Wickersham. 

Noah  W.  Mills. 

Ono.  L.  Godfrey. 

Prentiss  B.  Olark. 

Henr7  K.  Gowles. 

Wm.  M.  OampbeU. 

Bobt.  H.  MoKay. 

Noel  B.  Howard. 

Voltaire  P.  Twomblj. 

Oeo.  8.  Botsford. 

Albert  A.  Barnes. 

Geo.  L.  Wrlffht 

Ohas.  W.  Oamej. 

THIRD  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regfiment  Bpranj^to  arms  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  It  was  sworn 
into  the  United  States  service  on  the  8th  and  10th  of  June,  1861,  at  Keokuk. 
Nelson  G.  Williams  was  commissioned  colonel;  John  Scott,  lieutenant 
colonel;  Wm.  M.  Stone,  major.  June  29th,  it  left  for  Hannibal,  Missouri. 
July  Ist,  U'i'ore  the  arrival  o^  its  colonel,  destitute  of  all  equipment  but 
empty  muskets  and  bayonets,  and  without  means  of  transportation,  there^- 
m».>nt  was  hastened  westward  more  than  half  way  across  the  state.  Two 
companies  wore  left  at  CUillicothe,  one  at  the  bridgt)  oyer  Grand  River,  and 
the  other^t  at  IJtica.  Col.  Williams  arrived  at  this  juncture.  July  8th,  Capt 
Horron,  with  three  companies  of  the  Third,  moved  toward  Hannibal,  form- 
infif  a  junction  at  .Monroe  with  a  detachment  of  the  Sixteenth  Illinois  under 
Col.  Smith,  This  force  marched  alter  the  Rebels,  skirmished  at  Hager*8 
Woodri,  and  retreated  back  to  Monroe,  where  thev  found  their  train  in  flames 
and  the  track  destroyed.  The  Rebels  besieg^  the  place,  only  retiring:  when 
union  re- enforcements  camo  up.  From  near  the  middle  of  July  till  Aufrnst 
7th,  headiinartens  wt?re  at  Chiilicothe,  where  were  seven  of  the  companies. 
The  remaining;  companies  f^arded  the  railroad  in  the  vicinity.  There  was 
now  ^;at  hopo  of  8U(Xi«*sstul  action.  The  ref^iment  proceeded  to  Brookfield, 
and  Lt.-(*ol.  Scott  Ktarted  with  it  on  an  expedition  at^ainst  Col.  Martin 
GriM'n,  in  forre  near  Kirksville,  which  place  Scott  wasonlered  to  hold.  Gen. 
HurlKut  ciinie  up  with  the  Sixteenth  Illinois  soon  after,  iiut  the  men  were 
di-^appoiiitt'd  as  t )  a  lij^ht.  Gen.  llurlbut  tried  piunBc  measures  by  procla- 
mation. At  tl)«' expiration  of  the  tivc  days  ffranted  for  consideration,  our 
forre  inarch'Hl  atl«T  tln'  Rebels,  but  it  was  too  late.  They  were  beyond  reach, 
and  th<;  n'j^iin.'nt  returned  to  Urookfield,  September  :W.  One  man.  Corporal 
Dix,  had  lx>'n  kill*?.!  whil»»  Hcoutintf. 

<'ol.  Williams  in  the  mt^ntiine  had  Deceived  orders  to  move  south  with  the 
remnant  of  t)i>'  regiment  which  hail  remained  with  him.  At  Hannibal,  he 
increased  \\U  ton:-'  to  b«?tweeii  OOt)  and  7tV).  Ht»  moved  to  Paris,  but  after  a 
day  n*tnMt**d.  At  Slielbina,  wh»'re,  on  S»»ptenil)er  4th.  the  enemy  attacked 
him,  ht>  kept  up  liin  retnut.  At  .Macon  City  he  found  Gen.  Hurlbut,  whom 
he  hail  exp«»itecl  earlier,  on  his  way  to  re-enforce  him  with  2-V)  men.  Col. 
Williaiii!4  liad  lost  one  man  wounde<l.  Under  such  unfortunate*  leadership, 
the  men  of  th**  riiird  Iowa  were  (^eatly  discouravreii.  The  arrival  of  Gen. 
l\)j»eon  thr'  field  l«'l  th*»m  to  hope  that  Homethin^  would  now  be  accom- 
pli><hed.  (ii-n.  pope  immediately  ordered  Gen.  llurlbut  and  Col.  Williams 
to  St.  Louis  in  arrest,     lie  then  began  concentrating  troops  at  Hannewell, 
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wliprp  lit. -Col.  Scott,  as  80on  as  he  had  returned  to  Brookfield  from  the 
Kirksville  expedition,  was  ordered  with  the  Third.  Oen.  Pope  marched  hif 
troops  by  ni^nt  against  Green,  near  Florida,  with  the  intention  of  surpris- 
ing aim.  In  this  object  he  completely  failed,  and  the  disappointed  army 
marched  back. 

In  reading  Lieut.  S.  D.Tliompson's  ^Recollections  with  the  Third  Iowa  Reg- 
iment," from  which  much  material  has  been  drawn  for  this  sketch,  tne  sym- 
pathies are  warmly  engaged  for  this  brave  regiment,  continually  suffering 
exposure,  fatigue  and  disapi>ointment,  without  even  a  chance  to  meet  the 
enemy— *  his  for  want  of  a  competent  commander.  The  regiment  went, 
September  12th,  to  Macon  City,  where  was  Brig.  Gen.  S.  D  Stargis.  The 
men  felt  again  encouraged  to  hope  for  something.  The  Third  was  now 
removed  westward  to  Cameron.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  15di,  500  of  its 
numbcT.  with  about  70  home  guards  and  some  artillery,  all  under  Lt-Col. 
Scott,  were  marched  to  Liberty  against  the  enemy.  Scott  r^urhed  there 
early  on  the  17tb.  and  took  position  on  the  hill  commanding  the  town  at  the 
north.  Tlien  followed  the  battle  of  Blue  Mills.  (Described  in  chapter  7.) 
Col.  Smith  having  arrived  with  re-enforoements,  the  combined  force  moved 
on  the  enemy,  who  was  already  off  to  re-enforce  Price.  After  two  or  three 
days,  Scott  got  his  troops  on  a  steamer  for  Fort  Leavenwcvth,  and  then 
passed  down  to  Wyandotte,  Kansas.  Gen.  Sturgi8*8  headquarters  were  now 
three  miles  distant,  at  Kansas  City.  In  October,  the  regiment  was  united 
at  Quincy,  111.  After  a  rest,  it  proceeded  to  Benton  Barracks,  at  St.  Louis, 
remaining  till  the  day  afler  Chnstmas.  Under  Miu.  Stone,  it  spent  the  win- 
ter guarding  the  North  Missouri  railroad,  with  neadquarten  at  Mexico. 
Col.  Williams  being  relieved  of  arrest,  arrived  near  the  close  of  February, 
1862,  and  assumed  command. 

Early  in  March  the  rc^riment  was  on  its  way  to  join  Gen.  Grant *s  forces  in 
Tennessee.  It  was  assigned  to  the  division  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
Stephen  A.  Hurlbut,  which  disembarked  March  17th  at  Pittsburg  Lmding. 


Aflerward,  it  went  to  Memphis.  Sept.  Gth  it  marched  to  the  vicinity  of 
Bolivar.  It  engaged  with  great  honor  and  great  Iobs  in  the  battle  of  the 
Hatchie  River  Oct.  5th,  in  liUiiman's  brigade  (described  in  chapter  14).  Lt.- 
Col.  Trumbull  commanded.  The  n*giiuent  now  n^turned  to  Bolivar  and  early 
in  November  joined  in  the  march  southward.  It  performed  its  part  in  the 
expedition  intoi'entml  Mii^sissippi.  and  on  its  n^tum  went  into  camp  near 
Moscow,  about  the  middle  of  January,  1SG3.  Here  it  remained  some  time, 
then  removed  to  Memphis. 

During  this  time,  Ool.  Williams  had  resigned, and  Lt.-Col.  Trumbull  still 
earlier.  Aaron  Brown  wan  now  colonel,  (^pt.  James  Tullis  had  been  pro- 
moted lieutt^nant  colonel,  an<l  Lieut,  (t.  \V,  Crosley,  major.  May  17th  the 
regiment  embarked  tor  Vickshurg.  repelling  severe  attacKs  from  land  on  the 
way,  during  whith  14  were  woun<led.  It  t(K)k  part  in  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  siege,  taking  its  place  May  'J'Mh  in  the  investing  line.  It  shared  in  the 
frequent  conllii'ts  with  the  enemy  and  the  n'suUing  Tosses. 

In  thcMH.>()nd  siegi'  of  Jockiioii.  in  the  division  of  Gen.  Lauman,  the  Third 
fought  heroically  and  miffereil  cruelly  and  ne-'dles^ly.  In  the  reckless  assault 
to  which  its  briga^le  wa^  oniereil.  it  wa««  led  by  .\i»y.  Crosley.  About  one- 
half  ot  Its  nuinb-T  was  loft  upi^n  th»'  tiifld.  (De.-icribed  in  chapter  H.)  After 
Jackson,  tlio  I'hird  iowa.  with  ranks  ho  sadly  thinned,  returned  to  Vick^burg. 
Soon  afterward  it  iiiovt'd  with  its  division  to  Natehez.  It  returned  to  Vicks- 
burgiii  I»ei»'nil»iTan'l  went  ini«>caniji  torthf  winteru'Mirthe  Big  ULi'k.  Re- 
i^nlistnient  for  vi'tr'ran  x-rvn-e  havin:^  tak»*n  place,  fn>m  Kubruary  :M  to  March 
4th,  1^)4,  tlif  re^rinlent  tMijr.iL:'' 1  hi  tij»' fanioiM  M'*ri>lian  raid  under* Jen. 
Sherman.  Jurini;  wh:oh  V2  m  n  ^f  it-J  n  imber  wen*  lo.>t.  On  March  17th, 
the  vetemn'*  «»f  tli»'  n»i;ini»'nt  unib'r  Maj.  CroM^'V  went  home  on  furlough. 
The  non-veterans  un  l"r  Lt.-i'ol.  Tullis  joinoi  in  Gen.  Banks's  Hed  Uiver 
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expedition.  At  the  close  of  that  disastrous  enterprise,  the  time  of  their 
enlistment  luiving  expired,  they  went  home  to  Iowa,  and  were  honorably 
mustered  out  of  the  service.  Tneir  comrades  in  the  danglers  and  giorj  that 
had  marked  the  proud  career  of  the  Third,  the  veterans,  returned  to  the  field 
to  participate  as  a  part  of  the  Seventeenth  corps  in  the  Atlanta  campai^i. 
But  the  Third  was  now  too  few  in  numbers  to  admit  of  its  remaining  a 
re^ment.  It  was  formed  into  a  battalion  of  three  companies  with  one  field 
officer.  Col.  Brown  remain in^f  with  it  for  a  time.  At  the  battle  of  Atlanta, 
July  22d,  18G4,  it  again  suffered  severely — so  severely,  that  as  an  organiza- 
tion it  could  not  longer  survive.  *'  In  that  fierce  conflict,*'  says  Ingersoll, 
**  tlie  Third  Iowa  fought  itself  out  of  existence.'*  The  remnant  of  this  brave 
regiment  was  consolidated  November  Sth*  1864,  with  the  Second  Iowa 
infantry,  serving  with  it  under  Sherman  till  the  war  was  ended.  It  had 
supplied  from  iU  numbei-s  no  less  than  nine  colonels  and  lieutenant  colonels 
for  other  regiments  in  the  service.  Col.  Wm.  M.  Stone,  afterward  governor 
of  Iowa,  was  its  first  major. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Third  Iowa  Infantry, 


OOLOMCLS. 

MAJOBl. 

■UBOXOMl.                              OHAPXOXira. 

MelranO.  waiiamD. 
Aaron  Brown. 

Wu.  M.  stone. 
Aaron  Brown. 
Oeo.  W.  Oroslej. 

Thoa.  O.  EdwanU. 
Daniel  M.  Ck>ol. 
Benj.  F.  Keablen. 

Proaper  U.  Jaoobn. 

T.TKXrr.    COLUNSLS. 

ADJUTAXTS. 

AMT.    SUBOBOIia. 

aUABTSBlIASTSBff. 

John  Hcott.  Fltzroj  Hewlons.  jDaniel  M.  Oool. 

Matthew  M.  Trumbull.  (hiataTUs  U.  Cu8hinan.!BenJ.  F.  Keablea. 


Jail.  Tallin. 
Jacob  Abernethy. 


David  R.  Martin. 
John  W.  Bchoolej. 
Edward  W.  Evanii. 
Stephen  E.  Boblneon. 


Oeo.  W.  Clark. 
Phlneaa  W.  Crawford. 
Wm.  Bardlck. 


FOURTH  IOWA  INFANTRT. 

Tnis  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Camp  Kirkwood,  Council 
Bluffs.  August  H,  1861,  with  Orenville  M.  Dodge  as  colonel.  John  Galligan 
wa»  lieutt^nant  colonel,  and  Wm.  R.  English  major.  August  9th  the  regi- 
m(Mit  cinhiirkod  for  St.  Louis.  A  detachment  from  the  various  companies, 
under  ('ol.  Dodgo,  had  previousljr  made  a  march  to  the  southern  border  of 
lowii  to  r('])ol  a  tlin'at(>n('d  rcl)el  invasion.  August  24th  the  regiment  went 
into  canip  at  llolla.  Missouri.     Gen.  Curtis  took  charare,  December  27th,  of 


Spriiigtifld  w.is  appn).ich«'d  February  I'Jth,  when  a  Hkurmish  took  place  and 
t\\o  (Mit'inv  i'vaouat<>il  the  town  during  the  night.  For  three  days  the  army 
pursued  l'n<e.  At  Sugar  Creek,  Col.  Do<lge's  brigade  supported  the  cavalry 
and  artillfry  in  a  ronsidL-mble  engag»»ment.  The  Rebels  retired,  and  our 
army  n'stod  for  a  t'«'w  davi*. 

Miircli  Ttii  and  stii,  the  brilliantly  fought  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  took  place. 
(Di'scribiMl  in  ihaptfr  11.)  In  this  engagement  the  Fourth  bore  a  conspicu- 
ou>4  part.  'riK'  army  nMuain(*d  nearly  a  month  in  camp  near  the  battle  field. 
r<)l.  Doilgi;  w.i<  proiu')ttHl  brigadier  general,  and  Lt.-Col.  Galligan  resigned. 
Adjt.  .lam«>M  A.  WiUiauHon  succeeded  the  latter,  and  a  month  later  became 
i.oUmj«'1.  wli»*ii  ('apt.^Kurton  of  (-o.  D  became  lieutenant  colonel.  The  little 
army  ot*(ii>n.  TurtH  now  ma4le  one  of  th-^  hardeHt  marches  of  the  war. 
(I)(*^(.TilMMl  in  hk«'t<  li  of  Gen.  Curtis,  chapter  3^3.)  The  intention  was  to 
luoviion  lattl«»  Koik.  Aft«T  incredible  Huffering,  Helena  was  reached  July 
I'^tli.    From  tli».'n\  an  expedition  resulting  in  no  advantage  was  undertaken 
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np  the  Arkansas  river.  Anotlior  was  made  into  Mississippi,  destroying 
railroads  nnd  bringpnt?  back  rich  supplies  of  cotton,  horees,  etc.  Much  of 
this  time  G<!n.  Curtis  had  remained  in  command  of  the  district,  but  to  the 
recrret  of  his  attuche<l  command,  ho  was  8ucce<H]ed  by  Gen.  Schofield.  Tlie 
regiment  remained  at  Helena  till  the  departure  of  the  army  under  Geo. 
Sherman  for  Vicksburg.  On  December  29th  it  bore  so  gallant  a  part  in  the 
disastrous  battle  of  Chickanaw  Bayou  that  Gen.  Grant  ordered  to  be  inscrilieil 
on  its  banner,  **  The  first  at  Chickasaw  Bayou.**  (Described  in  chapter  17.) 
The  army  remained  a  few  days  near  the  battle  field,  caring  for  the  woundtnl 
and  deua.  January  2,  186^3,  it  embarked  for  down  the  river.  At  the  mouth 
of  the  Yazoo  it  was  met  by  Gen.  McClemand,  who  superHodt.n]  G(*n.  ^)her- 
man  in  command. 

The  regiment  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post  on  the  10th  and 
11th  of  January.  1863.  (Described  in  chapter  17.)  It  was  led  by  Lt.-Col. 
Burton,  Col.  Williamson  being  wounded  and  sick.  The  regiment  went  into 
caaap  January  22d.  opposite  Vicksburg.  April  2d,  it  embarked  with  its 
diyision  under  Gen.  Steele  for  150  miles  up  the  Missisitippi  riyer  to  Green- 
ville, whence  it  went  on  the  celebrated  raid  of  Deer  Creek  Valley.  The 
object  of  Uiis  expedition  wa»  to  get  su|>plies  and  to  divert  attention  from 
Grant*s  main  movement  at  Vicksburg.  The  division  returned,  and  at  Grand 
Qalf,  Miss.,  rejoined  the  armv.  It  marched  thence  to  Jackson,  which  city 
the  Fourth  Iowa  wiis  one  of  tnc  first  regiments  to  enter.  Its  divibion  then 
•pent  two  days  destroying  railroads,  and  arrived  at  Vicksburg  May  18th,  to 
piarticipate  in  the  siege.  The  regiment  was  in  the  assault  of  May  22d,  and 
at  various  times  engaged,  losing  in  the  siege  80  men.  July  4th,  the  regi- 
ment took  part  in  the  second  movement  against  Jackson,  returning  to 
Vicksbarg,  and  then  going  into  camp  on  the  Black  river.  September  22d, 
it  embarked  for  Memphis*,  and  at  once  started  on  the  march  for  Chattanooga. 

The  regiment  arrived  at  Chattanooga  November  2:3d,  and  participatecfin 
the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain  on  the  24th.  Missionary  Ridge  on  the  25th, 
and  Ringgold  on  the  27th.  December  8d,  the  regiment  with  its  division 
went  into  camp  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  and  then  moved  to  XVoodville.  It 
remained  there  until  Febra  iry  26th,  1864,  when  re-enlistment  having  taken 
place,  the  veterans  startetl  home  on  furlough.  By  May  1st  the  regiment  had 
rejoined  the  army,  and  was  participatmg  in  Sherman's  Atlanta  campaign. 
(Described  in  chapter  2*^^.)  It  was  m  the  Iowa  brigade  of  Col.  Williamson,  soon 
made  brig-ad ier  general.  In  this  series  of  battles,  the  Fourth  made  a  gallant 
record,  and  its  losses  reduced  it  to  less  than  200  men.  Up  to  this  period  a 
bnef  history  of  the  regiment  is  furnished  the  adjutant  general  by  Col.  Wil- 
liamson. Following  tnis,  Maj.  Nichols  was  promoted  to  the  lieutenant 
coIoD(*lcy,  and  Capt.  Anderson  appointed  mi^'or.  October  4th,  the  regiment 
joined  in  tlie  pursuit  of  Hood. 

The  Fourtli  now  took  part  in  the  brilliant  **  March  to  the  Sea,*'  and  after- 
ward in  the  march  through  the  Carolinas  northward,  in  Col.  Stone's  gallant 
Iowa  brigndi'.  .At  Bt>iitoiisville,  it  Wiis  actively  engaged.  It  marclied  on 
from  Raleigh  to  Washington,  participated  in  the  grand  review,  and  repaire<l 
to  liOuisville,  Kentuiky,  where  it  was  mustereJ  out  of  service  in  July,  1^65. 
in  the  farewell  addre^rf  of  Col.  Williamson,  when  promoted  to  brigadier 
general,  touching  allusion  is  made  to  the  1,000  volunteers  who  man-hed  out 
as  the  Fourth  Iowa,  and  the  more  than  'SiX)  added  recruits, — while  nt  that 
time  ItHis  then  4<X)  burvivid.  One  thousand  had  given  their  lives  to  our 
country ! 

Grcnville  M.  Dinlg»',  first  colonel  of  the  Fourth,  was  made  brigadier  gen- 
eral March  :*1,  is'ii,  ami  major  general  .lune  7,  is*)4.  James  A.  Wiliiar.iKon, 
second  colonel,  was  bn-vctted  brigadier  gent-ral  Dtrember  10,  l^Vt,  and 
commishiuned  January  1:),  lbt>-'». 
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Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry, 


COLOlfSIiR. 


^renriUo  M.  Dodge. 
Fm.  a.  Wiltiamflon. 
)«mael  D.  Nichols. 


LISUT.   COLONELS. 


MAJOM. 

•XTBOBOSri. 

CKAFLAQra. 

Wm.  K.  English. 
Joseph  Cramer. 
Samuel  D.  Nichols. 
Albert  R.  Anderson. 
Randolph  Hry. 

Mjron  W.  Bobbins. 
Dann  0.  Qreenleaf. 

Thos.  M.  OoodMlow. 
John  a.  Eoklea. 

Tohn  Galli^u. 
Fas.  A.  Williamson. 
}eo.  Barton. 
Samuel  D.  Nichols. 
Albert  n.  Anderson. 


ADJITTAHTS. 


Aier.  sumoBoira. 


Jas.  A.  Williamson. 
Kobt.  A.  Stitt. 
John  E.  Sell. 
Lemuel  Shields. 


Wm.  S.  Orlmes. 
Lewis  Bailey. 
Alex.  Shaw. 
J.  H.  Rice. 
DanU  O.  Qreenleaf. 
David  Beach. 
Isaiah  J.  Whitfield. 


Phlneas  A.  Whaetor* 
John  A.  Mills. 
John  W.  Traoy. 


FIFTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regriment  rose  to  arms  when  Fort  Sumter  wan  fired  on.  It  was  sworn 
into  the  Rervice  at  Burlinjirton,  on  the  I5th,  16th  and  17th  of  July,  1861. 
Wm.  H.  Worthingrton  was  appointed  colonel,  Chas.  L.  Matthies,  lieutenant 
colonel,  and  Wm.  S.  Ilobertson,  major.  It  was  ordered  to  Keokuk  Auirast 
2d.  There,  a  detachment  under  Lt.-Col.  Matthies  was  sent  to  northeastern 
Missouri,  to  help  put  down  the  Rebels  under  Green.  Returning  to  Keokok, 
the  ref^iment  embarked,  Auarust  11th.  for  SL  Louis.  On  the  14th  it  went  to 
Jefferson  City.  August  25th,  Col.  Worthinf^n,  with  a  detachment,  made 
some  arrests  at  Booneville,  and  confiscated  rebel  property.  On  the  28th,  a 
d(*tachment  was  sent  to  truard,  for  a  time,  the  brid^  of  the  Pacific  railroad 
over  tlie  Or<a>fo  river.  September  let,  the  reffiment  en^iraged  in  an  expedi- 
tion toward  C^olninbia.  September  14th,  it  embarked  to  re-enforce  Home 
Cruards  at  Hooneville.  It  remained  at  that  place  ten  days,  when  it  continued 
up  the  nv**r  to  Glasgow,  returnincr  to  Booneville  in  a  week.  October  4th,  it 
joined  in  the  march  of  Fremont's  army  toward  Springfield,  arriving  there 
November  .'^1,  and  remaining  till  the  8th.  It  was  in  the  brigade  of  Col. 
Kelton,  in  Gen.  Popo*s  division.  During  the  winter,  seven  companies  were 
at  Booneville  und<*r  Lt.-Col.  Matthies,  and  three  companies  at  Syracuse, 
guarding  tlie  railwav.  Col.  Worthington  commanded  the  brigade  with 
headquarters  at  Utterville.  Feb.  6tn.  \^&2,  the  Fifth  started  for  Cairo,  Illi- 
nois. Its  next  stopping  place  was  Benton,  Missouri,  where  it  became  a  part 
of  the  Army  of  tht>  Misi<isr<ippi.  under  Gen.  Pope.  March  1st,  the  march  on 
New  Miiclrid  Wiis  begun,  the  Fifth  being  in  the  First  brigade,  commanded 
by  Col.  Worthington.  and  in  the  Second  division  under  Gen.  Schuyler  Ham- 
ilton. 

In  all  of  the  operations  alK)ut  New  Madrid,  Island  No.  10,  and  against 
Fort  Pillow,  the  Fifth  bore  an  active  and  honorable  part.  From  there,  the 
regiment  hiovihI  to  ILimburg  Landing.  Tennessee,  to  participate  in  Halleck's 
movement  against  t'i)rinth.  May  22il,  while  at  Farmington,  occurred  the 
death  ot  Col.  Worthington,  who,  while  visiting  at  night  the  grand  guard  of 
the  divisi«^n  as  gi'neral  otIic«?r  of  the  day.  was  shot  by  a  startled  picket  of 
our  own  nrmy.  S.)me  months  later  Lt.-Col.  Matthies  succeeded  to  the  col- 
onelcy. (\ipt.  Sampson  iK'came  lieutenant  colonel  and  Capt.  Banbury,  major. 
Mai.  Hfbertsoii.  ;i  popular  ami  beloved  officer,  n'signed.  On  the  evacuation 
of  (',)rintii  by  tlie  KN'br^lH,  May  Ii'Hh.  tke  Fifth  engaged  in  the  pursuit,  till 
on  i»M<liin^»'  B')on»*ville  it  went  into  bivouac.  June  10th,  it  returned  to  near 
Corimli  iinil  tampiMl  un  Cl»':irCr«vk.  June 27th. it start^ni for  Holly  Springs, 
Mi^'^i'^-iipp).  June  :)i)\\\,  the  exiioilition  was  abandoned,  and  the  regiment 
retiiin**!  to  L'l.'n/i,  Minsirtgippi.  July  10th,  it  relurnetl  to  (Hear  Creek.  At 
tiiis  time,  (h'u.  Kosi'cran:)  succeeded  Gen.  Pope  in  command  of  the  Army  of 
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the  Miisissippi.    Gen.  C.  S.  Hamilton  alio  succeeded  Gen.  Schayler  Ham- 
ilton in  command  of  tlie  divUion  in  which  was  the  Fifth. 

August  5th.  the  regiment  marched  to  Jiicinto,  Mississippi.  September 
18th.  it  broke  camp  and  marched  for  luka.  In  the  late  afternoon  of  the  19th 
of  September,  in  the  battle  of  luka,  one  of  the  hottest  fights  in  history,  the 
Fifth  Iowa  made  a  record  for  heroism,  and  won  a  glory  which  will  last  as 
long  as  the  great  deedit  of  the  war  are  remembered.  (DeMcribed  in  chapter 
la. J  •*  The  glorious  Fifth  Iowa,''  said  Kosecrans,  **  bore  the  thrice  n»p«?ated 
cliarges  and  cross  fires  of  the  rebel  left  and  center  with  a  valor  and  deter- 
mination seldom  equaled,  never  excelled,  by  the  most  veteran  soldiery.'* 
'*Tbe  Fifth  Iowa,**  said  Hamilton,  *'held  iU  ground  against  four  times  its 
number."  **  It  made  every  step  a  buttle  ground  and  every  charge  a  victor>'.** 
It  was  led  by  the  brave  Matthies.  The  regiment  retumetl  to  Jacinto  and  Octo- 
ber 1st  marched  for  Corinth.  On  the  'M  and  4th  of  October  it  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Corinth.  (See  chapter  14.)  On  the  5th,  it  joined  in  the 
pursuit  of  Price.  Gen.  RosecranH  hail  been  succeeded  in  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Mississippi  by  Gen.  C.  S.  Hamilton.  The  division  in  which 
was  the  Fifth,  was  placed  under  Gen.  Isaac  F.  Quiuby.  November  2d,  the 
regiment  marched  to  join  Gen.  Grant's  Central  MissLS4ippi  expedition,  prc- 
paratorv  to  the  fruitless  movement  by  Holly  Springs.  On  returning,  it 
was  ordered,  with  its  division,  to  Memphis,  to  march  in  advance  with  a 
train  for  supplies.  Arriving  there,  it  started  back  with  the  train  on  the  <Ust, 
but  on  the  way  was  relieveil  and  stationed  a  short  time  at  German  town. 
The  divirtiuii  was  now  assigned  as  the  Seventh  to  the  Seventeenth  army  corp4, 
Gen.  McPiienton  commanding. 

January  :»lHt.  i>^(^\,  the  regiment  returned  to  Memphis.  March  2d,  it 
l>«gan  itH  work  on  tin*  Vickrtburg  campaign,  and  from  that  time  till  the  sur- 
render uf  Vioksburg,  July  4th,  its  acts  form  a  creditable  part  of  the  events 
of  that  period. 

The  regiment  participattMl  in  the  novel  and  adventurous  Yazoo  Pass  expe- 
dition, returning  April  '')tli  to  its  previous  camp  near  Helena.  April  13th,  it 
emt>arked  for  Mdliken'x  BmkI.  Here  the  enthusiasm  of  the  men  was  at 
such  a  point  tli:it  it  w.i.s  ditli>ult  to  n^train  them  from  volunteering  to  run 
the  bliK'kudv  of  tin?  Vn'k^lmrg  batteries. 

April  •J'itli.  the  regim-'nt  ent'»reil  on  Grant'*  campaign  around  Vicksburg. 
May  Int,  it  cross«»d  thf  Mi^ismnippi  river  at  Bniinsburg,  Mi-smsipjM,  march- 
ing then  for  .hick^on  tlirouu'li  the  interior,  heinif  at  Port  (.J ibson  on  May  2d, 
Raymond  on  th«'  l*Jtli  an^l  Clinton  on  the  Titli.  Tne  regiment  participatocl 
in  the  battle  of  .lack^on.  May  14th.  At  the  battle  of  Cliampion  Hills,  on  the 
Ifith.  it  distiugui-^lied  its»*lt'  im-'w  by  its  gallantry  and  determined  fighting, 
and  lost  ht^avily.    (See  chapter  \<.) 

From  May  P.Hh  to  .lune  JJd.  tin*  nviment  was  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
works  at  Virksbir^;.  It  jurtifip.ited  in  tlie  terrible,  but  fruitless,  assault  of 
May  'JJd.  Col.  Boomer,  itn  briipi'le  cominandiT,  b«?ing  kille«i  in  the  second 
chargt*  of  the  altera  )'>n  June  *J2«l,  the  brigade  moved  otf  to  the  Big  Black 
river,  to  aid  in  preventing  .Johnston's  re-««nfonMng  Viek'«burg.  Brigadier 
gi»niTal  Slattliies,  who  had  been  proniote«l  frnni  tiie  eoloneley  for  gallantrv 
at  luka.  e«)iiiman«l.'d  the  hriirade  ait«T  Col.  Hi»iii«'r  was  killed.  Lt.-Col. 
Sampoon  iiad  U'-n  most  ot'tlu*  tim»*  in  command  of  the  n»giiu»'nt.  On  June 
*>th.  i.'ol.  Hanhiiry,  promoted  trom  major.  a'«Hum*Ml  command.  His  official 
history  of  th"  r».'i:imfnt  i-;  th«'  principal  ^oun'*'  «»f  inform. ttum  for  tliis  °k»*tch. 
Adjl.  Slar>hall  wa-  iind»'  m.ij.jr.  Quarterniast»'i-  Si-ru't.  S.  H.  M.  Bvits  n'ceiviMl 
his  r«>mmi««^i«>M  a^  a  liiraiit,  a  ••'.»mpaiii»Ml  hy  thf  gitt  from  tieti.  Matt  hies  of 
lii-s  own  sa-li.  in  t  ik"ii  ot  piT-trial  r-^ti'i'iu.  A'l:t.  Hy»*r-»  r»M«l  his  tir^t  order 
to  thf  re:;iiiii-nt  "U  .\.i\\,  trh.  aiinmii -inir  tli*'  tall  ot'  Vn-k-lmr^',  whi«-h  news 
was  r«*riMVi*t|  hv  th'  luavf  FittM  witli  mil)  mud"  1  d*'m  >ii>tratioiu  of  joy. 
Ainonu^  i'>t''«Mn»'il  <»ih-'"r-s  of  t!i«'  Fifth  lowi  wlio  will  hi»  r«'m»MiilMTt»d  with 
attar.im-'iit  hy  it-*  in«Mnh'T.-,  w.i-j  ('hipi.iiii  I'ho-.  Mi'irill.  one  oftlje  wry  In'st 
Chri-tian  men  in  th*'  L'nitfd  M.it»"<  >tTvjri-:  nuniUTs  ot  whoM»  "boys"  from 
his  H-hool  at  "Colhp'  Faiin.'"  near  Newton.  w«'n*  in  the  regiment.     Also, 


490 


IOWA  IN  WAR  TIMB8. 


^iirgeoD  Henry  C.  Huntsman,  whose  loyal  service,  whose  skillful  hand  and 
mmane  an«l  kindly  acta  awakened  recognition  and  gratitude  among  the  sick 
ind  wounded.  The  regiment  was  at  Champion  Hills  and  Black  River 
3ridge  from  the  17th  to  the  24th  of  July,  when  it  return^  to  Vicksbarg. 
September  12th,  it  started  for  Helena,  with  the  object  of  re-enforcing  Gen. 
Steele,  but  that  gencrars  success  in  the  meantime  rendered  this  unnecessary. 
\iVhilc  the  troops  awaited  transportation  back,  the  division  in  which  was  the 
^ifth,  was  transferred  to  Sherman,  to  re-enforce  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
and.  The  Fifth  therefore  was  sent  to  Corinth,  arriving  on  October  4tb,  the 
anniversary  of  the  battle.  Here  the  regiment  was  stationed  at  points  on 
,he  railway,  preparing  for  the  march  to  Chattanooga,  which  was  l)egan 
October  29th. 

The  regiment  arrive<l  opposite  Chattanooga,  November  20th.  It  was  now 
I  part  of  the  Third  division.  Fifteenth  corps,  and,  with  its  division,  crossed 
he  Tennessee  river  in  the  night  of  November  24th,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy 
>n  Missionary  Kidge.  November  25th,  in  the  battle  of  Missionary  Kidge,  it 
ought  with  desperate  courage  and  lost  heavily.  (See  chapter  21 .)  Amon^ 
he  captured  were  the  major  and  adjutant.  The  regiment  joined  in  pursuit 
>f  the  enemy,  returning  to  its  old  camp  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee. 
December  'M,  it  was  ordered  to  Brid^port,  lat^r  to  Fiarkinsville.  and  on 
fanuary  7th,  1864,  to  Huntsville.  On  April  1st,  re-enlistment  having  taken 
)lace,  the  veterans  of  the  Fifth  started  tor  Iowa  to  enjoy  veteran  furlough. 
)n  its  expiration,  they  rendezvouse<l.  May  7th,  at  Davenport,  and  started  for 
,he  front.  At  Decatur.  Alabama,  they  rejoined  the  brigade.  A  few  of  the 
*'\hh  knowing?  the  regiment  was  orderi^d  to  Madison  Station,  went  there  in 
idvanoc,  and  were  captured  with  other  troops  in  a  rebel  raid  upon  the 
-ait way.  The  regiment  now  guarded  the  railroad  till  June  15th,  when  it 
vas  ordered  to  Huntsville,  and  June  2:M  to  Kingston,  Oeorgia.  It  soon 
noved  to  the  Ktowah  river,  guarding  several  fords  and  a  bridge  till  late  in 
fuly.     While  there,  one  man  was  killed  and  one  wounded  by  guerrillas. 

July  .'{0th,  the  non-veterans  of  the  regiment  received  an  honorable  dis- 
ihargt.>  from  the  service.  So  battle-thinned  were  the  ranks  of  the  Fifth 
owa  that  this  virtually  closed  its  existence  as  a  regiment.  Its  remaining 
uembers,  too  few  to  maintain  a  distinct  organization,  were  transferred  soon 
ifter  to  the  Fifth  Iowa  cavalry,  in  which  they  afterward  did  gallant  service. 
Charles  L.  Matthies,  first  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Fifth,  was  made  brigadier 
general  November  29,  1862. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  Infantry, 


COLON  KKH. 


MAJOBS. 


iVm.  H.  Worthin^toD.,Wru.  H.  Robertson. 
3harl»*rt  L.  Matthiei*.     ,.IalH«z  BAobarj. 
Tftb^*/.  ItAiibury.  Win.  S.  ManhAll. 


LIKUr.   COLONBLH. 


•Izeklvl  S.  8amp^)Q. 


AUJUTANn. 


lohu  P.  Foloy. 
Iloht.  F.  PattePKm. 
I  Win.  H.  Manhall. 


■TXBOwnri. 


CHAFLAIlCt. 


('hftrlcM  H.  lUwHon. 
Pei«r  A.  Carpenter. 


Addlrnn  B.  Medelra. 
Jm.  C.  Sbaron. 
Thomas  Merrill. 


AM«T.   SUEOBONH. 


Peter  A.  Carpenter. 
IlentT  C.  Huntsman. 
Wm.  H.  Darrow. 


QUAETSBMASTSaS. 


Kobt.  F.  Pattemou. 
Robt.  A.  MoKee. 
Wm.  8.  Marshall. 


SIXTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

Tnis  r»>ginient  was  mustered  into  service  at  Burlington,  July  17  and  14. 
1861.  John  Adiiir  McDowell  was  made  colonel,  Markoe  Cummins,  lieuten- 
int  r4>Ionel  and  John  M.  i/Orne,  major.  August 'M  the  regiment  was  ordered 
o  Keokuk.  A  drtichtu».*nt  was  sent  on  the  5th  about  twenty-five  miles  to 
\tht»nrt,  Mi-*:*ouri,  to  \\A\)  rep«*l  the  Rebels  under  Green.  On  its  returning, 
:h<)  regiment  left,  August  Uth,  for  the  seat  of  war.     It  remained  in  St.  Louis 
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till  September  19th,  when  it  went  to  Jeffurson  City.  October  7th.  the  reif- 
iment  started  out  on  Fremont'R  campaign.  It  tarried  four  daw  at  Tipton, 
where  Fremont*s  army  hod  concentrated,  :M,000  }>tronflf.  October  VMh,  the 
army  was  reviewod  by  Secretary  of  War  Cameron,  and  \t\jt  Gen.  Tbomafl. 

The  Sixth  Iowa  wtui  amon^f  the  troops  under  Oen.  McKinstry,  and  matle 
the  trying  march  to  Sprin|jfficld  of  seven tv-tivc  miles  in  two  dayn,  over 
rough  roads,  with  short  rations.  It  arriveif  November  3d.  Fremont  was 
now  relieved  by  Hunter,  and  a  retrojfrade  movement  was  commenced  Novem- 
ber 9th.  At  Seclalia,  Mo.,  the  re^ciment  remained  till  December  9th,  when 
it  was  marched  to  the  Lamino  Brid(^,  and  on  January  22,  1862,  to  Tipton, 
to  perfonn  (fuard  duty.  Meanwhile,  Lt.-Col.  Cummins  came  into  command 
of  the  reffiment.  Col.  McDowell  being  absent  on  leave,  and  Mig.  Corse  being 
on  detacned  duty  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Pope,  as  inspector  genenil.  The 
Sixth  was  ordered  on  March  7th  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  arrived  on  the 
16th.  It  took  up  position  on  our  extreme  right  near  Owl  ('reek.  Company 
D  was  detailed  to  perform  picket  duty  at  the  bridge  on  the  road  to  Purdy. 
It  remained  on  this  duty  till  recalled  to  take  its  place  in  the  battle  opening 
April  6th,  by  a  messenger  from  Gen.  Sherman.  Mai.  Walden  of  Centerville, 
at  that  time  raptain  ot  Company  I),  relates  that  while  on  duty  at  the  bridge, 
Charles  Strattoii,  muHician  in  his  company*,  was  shot  in  the  hand  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  battle,  by  the  enemy  in  advance,  and  that  this  was  the 
first  gun  and  the  Hrj<t  blood  m  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  A  brief  sketch  of  the 
Sixth  Iowa  by  Mig .  Walden  has  been  of  great  value  in  preparing  this  arti- 
cle, l^e  Sixth  was  in  the  Fintt  brigade.  Fifth  division,  in  the  command  of 
Oen.  Sherman.  Col.  McDowell  commanded  the  brigade,  Lt.-Col.  Cummins 
the  regiment.  I^ater  in  the  day,  the  latter  was  placed  in  arrest  during  the 
progress  of  battle,  and  wan  succeedCil  in  command  by  Capt  Iseminger.  who 
was  killed.  Capt.  Williams  then  had  charge  of  the  regiment  until  severely 
woanded,  wh(>n  the  command  devolved  on  Capt.  Walden.  The  regiment 
thus  losing  leader  after  leader  in  succession,  still  fought  with  a  courage  and 
persistency  never  surpiisseil.  (See  chapter  12.)  On  the  second  day  of  the 
battle,  it  was  in  the  brigade  of  James  A.  Garneld,  afterward  President  of 
tho  United  States. 

After  Shiloh,  the  Sixth  joined  the  army  under  Gen.  Ilalleck  in  the  riiegcof 
Connth,  and  waa  prtMent  when  the  Keb«'I.s  evacuated  the  place.  May  'M)th, 
1862.  Lt.-Col.  (*uinmin'4  had  b«»en  raust«»red  out  of  tho  service  by  order  of 
court-martial  and  had  Um'q  succctMltnl  in  r.mk  by  M;g.  ('orse.  The  latter  hav- 
ing been  released  t'roin  duty  with  (ien.  Pope,  was  now  in  command  of  the 
rogimcnt.  Capt.  John  Williams  of  C'onipany  (7,  wa^  promoted  to  the  major- 
ity. During  June,  th»'  n'gim»»nt  ciinixHl  at  various  points.  In  the  la^t  of 
the  month,  it  wt>nt  on  a  Kvonnois^sanrtr  to  the  interior  of  Mississippi.  July 
2d,  it  skiriniNln»tl  with  Forn'st's  cavalry,  driving  them  from  the  way.  It 
returned  to  Memphis  .luly24th,  whon>  it  n>maimHl  till  in  the  autumn,  its 
brig*ide  doin^  duty  as  provost  guard.  Novemb<T  17th,  it  was  on  a  four 
days'  scout  to  i lolly  Spring; •:.  In  NovfMul>«'r,  wh«>n  ii rant's  campaign  against 
Vicksburg,  !)>•  att«'iu|)tinu'  t>  sivure  position  in  the  rt*ar.  commenced,  the 
n*giment.  with  tin*  r»'^t  of  Sht»riiia»'s  division,  maroht^l  with  the  forces 
und»*r  Grant  as  f.f  a-*  1h»'  Yoliiiapatat'.i  riv»T.  The  arm v  then  being  foned 
to  r«»turn,  thf  Sixth  wi-iit  int»  ramp  at  (irand  Junction,  Tennt^s-stH*,  and  dur- 
in{f  the  wiiit'T  of  '&2  and  '('»:•,  b«>iiig  in'Mintcd,  took  part  in  Hi'veral  important 
raids  in  that  virinity.  It  was  at  this  time  attarli^d  to  a  division  nn<ler  roin- 
mand  of  Hnu'.  JJfii.  Wm.  S.  Smith.  .Man*li  TJlh.  (^ll.  McDowhII  n'signed. 
and  at  tin-  >.uiii'  tim»'.  Lt. -<'•)!.  t'or<»'  wa**  iii.idi'  r«>lnnt«|.  M.ij.  William"  had 
p'sigii'Ml  t»,r«>ti«T  '22,  1  **•'«_*.  ari.l  h.i-l  Im"*ii  at  »»?»<•••  <.iiM'r"il«'d  l»y  Capt.  Al'*x.  J. 
Milh-r,  <'»mi»  mv  li  <Mi  M.nv-li  Mtli.  Maj.  MiU'Tw.i-*  prorii«)t»*d  lifuii'iiaiit 
rolonvl.  ati'l  .\ilj».  Tiios.  .T.  I-jini><  m.i^JDr.  .lniif  11,  \*^*\-^,  th»'  Sixtii  w.is  jis- 
sign»*tl  t«Miip  naiiU  to  ih"  Nintii  .irniy  loi  i»j,  ,111. 1  >-tatioM<*d  with  two  divi>ioiH 
of  that  i'<»r|»-i  .It  n  im--'-'  Uli;!".  to  k'"'*p  utr.Tohiisttm.  When  Vick-i«iir;f  fell. 
.Inly  A.  l**'i  I,  tli»'  Six'li  wa>  Inirri*-!  .iw.iv  to  th"'  !«if:r»'  of  .lai.k-^on.  Th«'r»\  on 
Julv  l»>th,  ihiurpd  thi-  ii'iMmin--an«  I'  niid'T*'ol.  i,'or«ii'.  in  which  th».*  Sixth 
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stinfiTuished  i  tsel  f  by  tb o  most  extraordinary  valor  and  cool ness.  (See  chapter 
J.)  (jen.  Cor^e  says :  **  I  cannot  speak  in  too  extrava^nt  terms  of  the  officers 
nd  incii  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  on  tbis  occasion.*'  Brif?.  Gen.  Smith  wrote  a 
lowing  congratulatory  letter  to  their  colonel.  In  this  campaign  and  siege, 
30  Sixth  Iowa  lost  between  60  and  70  men.  Col.  .Corse  had  so  distinguished 
imself  as  to  lead  to  liis  promotion  to  brigadier  general.  Tbe  regiment  was 
ow  assigned  to  the  Second  brigade.  Fourth  division.  Fifteenth  army  corps. 

In  Sherman's  famous  march  to  Chattanooga,  the  Sixth  was  an  active  par- 
cipant.  In  the  battle  of  Missionary  Kidge,  November  25th,  Maj.  Ennis 
^as  severely  wounded.  (See  chapter  21.)  The  regiment  now  marched  with 
her  man's  army  toward  Knoxville,  to  relieve  Bumside,  marching  over  frozen 
round,  with  scanty  rations,  some  of  the  men  barefooted.  Gten.  Sherman 
iys  of  this  march: 

"*  Seven  days  before,  we  had  left  our  camps  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ten- 
essee  river,  with  two  days  rations,  without  change  of  clothing,  stripped  for 
le  fight,  with  but  a  single  blanket  or  coat  to  the  man,  from  myself  to  the 
rivate.  We  had  no  provisions,  save  what  we  gathered  from  the  roadside; 
ut  we  knew  that  12.000  of  our  comrades  were  beleaguered  in  Knoxville, 
ighty-four  miles  distant,  and  mast  have  relief  within  three  days.  This  was 
nough;  it  had  to  b3  done." 

The  way  thither  was  contested  by  the  enemy,  but  the  sie^  was  raised  on 
le  ni^ht  of  December  4th,  in  anticipation  of  Sherman's  arrival.  The  Sixth 
^ent  into  camp  at  Scott^boro,  northeastern  Alabama,  earl^  in  1861,  and 
3mained  during  the  winter.  Here  the  re-enlistment  of  mostot  the  men  made 
;  a  v»'t(>ran  re;<iment.  The  veterans  went  home  for  furlough.  April  27th, 
tiey  left  D<ivpnporb  for  Chattanooga,  where  the  regiment  entered  on  the 
itlanta  campaign,  being  again  in  the  Second  brigade.  Fourth  division,  Fif- 
?enth  army  corps.  It  participated  in  all  the  battles  and  many  of  the  skir- 
lishes  of  this  campaign.  (Recorded  in  chapter  25.)  Col.  Miller  was 
rounded  at  Dallas,  Major  Ennis  then  assuming  command.  Adjt.  Newby 
Ihase  was  mortally  wounded.  At  Big  Shanty,  Acting  Adjt.  Lieut.  John 
.  Grimfs,  was  killed.  At  Atlanta,  July  2dth.  Maj.  Ennis,  commanding  the 
^ment,  was  mortally  wounded.  Capt.  W.  H.  Clune  led  the  regiment 
brough  the  rent  of  this  hot  fight.  From  K€«aca  to  Lovejoy,  the  regiment 
)8t  in  killed  and  wounded  159,  nearly  half  of  the  number  with  which  itcom- 
lenced  the  campaign.  At  the  close  of  the  campaign,  it  went  into  camp 
ear  Atlanta  with  120  fit  for  dutv — scarcely  more  than  a  company!  In  a 
lonth  cimc  marching  orders.  The  regiment  started  northward,  to  help 
rive  away  Hood'n  threatening  forces,  had  a  week's  rest,  and  then,  about 
be  middle  of  Noveml)er,  started  on  the  march  to  the  sea. 

At  the  battle  of  Grin  wolds  ville,  November  22d.  the  Sixth  lost  4  killed  and 
0  woundod.  Arriv(>d  in  Savannah,  it  remained  three  weeks.  Major  Clune 
ras  promoted  li*mtenant  colonel  and  Capt.  David  J.  McCoy  mi^or. 
'he  ditKcult  march  through  the  Carolinas  northward  began  the  middle  of 
anuary,  18^)o.  At  <>)luinbia.  South  Carolina,  in  skirmishing  with  the 
neiny,  the  n^gimt-nt  lost  1  killed  and  7  wounded.  It  participated  in  the 
tattle  of  Ht'nton'tviilts  North  Carolina,  and,  with  the  armv,  made  the  march 
rom  Haleigh  U)  Kicliniond,  VtO  miles,  in  five  days.  At  Washington  it  took 
•art  in  tlie  grand  n'vit^w.  Of  this  scene,  L.  D.  IngersoU  writes  in  **  Iowa 
.nd  the  lt<»b«'llion." 

**  It  was  my  fortune  to  witness  that  magnificent  spectacle,  and  I  shall  never 
orget  th»*  emotionH  of  pleasure  with  which  I  heard  the  shout  of  applaune 
hat  greeted  this  thinned  regiment,  as  it  wheeled  into  Fifteenth  street,  in 
ront  of  the  errand  olonnatlo  of  the  Treasury  Department.  Its  colors  were 
orn  into  xlired^j,  its  numbiT  was  small;  but  the  men  marched  with  a  free, 
t'>ady  st*'))  and  that  el.istic  Hprint?  which  only  belongs  to  veteran  troops. 
Mic  Sixth  then  marched  to  I^uiMville,  Kentucky,  where  it  was  mustered  out  of 
he  servii  e.  .Inly 'JUt.  \^i>-^K  No  regiment  in  the  service  marched  more. 
ndurt'.l  more,  sutt'en'd  more,  fought  more  battles,  or  lost  more  killed  than  did 
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the  Sixth  Iowa,  and  none  should  be  more  sfratefully  remembered  by  the  peo- 
pie  of  the  state/* 

Gen.  John  M.  Corse,  first  major  of  the  Sixth,  was  made  brigadier  general 
August  11,  18t>3,  and  brevet  mtgor  general  October  5, 1864.  Migor  John 
Williams  was  later  brevetted  brigadier  general. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  In/aniiy, 


OOLOVSLB. 

MAJone. 

■UBOsove. 

OMATLMIMm, 

John  A.  McDowell. 

John  M.  Cor»e. 

Albert  T.  8h«w. 

John  Uilord. 

John  M.  Cone. 

John  WillUme. 

Wm.  B.  Lambert. 

Wm.  H.  Clone. 

Alex.  J.  Miller. 
Thoe.  J.  Ennis. 
Wm.  H.  Clone. 
DaTld  J.  McCoy. 

UBUT.  OOIjOHSUi. 


ADJUTAim. 


AMT.  •uaoioirt. 


Markoe  Commlns. 
John  M.  Corse. 
Alex.  H.  Miller. 
Wm.  H.  Clone. 


£.  B.  Woodward. 
Wlllard  II.  Harland. 
Thou.  J.  EnnlB. 
Newby  Cha«e. 
Andrew  T. 
Robert  A.  Stltt. 


John  £.  Lake. 
Wm.  8.  Lambert. 
Norman  M.  Smith. 


Jamea  Bmnaogh. 
Peter  A.  Crlchton. 
Orrin  P.  Stafford. 


SEVENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

Tars  regiment  was  organized  in  Burlington,  and  the  first  companies  mus- 
tered in  just  after  the  buttle  of  Bull  Run,  the  last  company  on  Angust  2, 
1861.  J.  0.  Lauman  was  made  colonel.  Like  other  western  regiments,  the 
Serenth  was  hurried  to  Missouri  with  all  the  hastA  possible.  August  6th,  it 
embarked  for  St.  Louis,  but  soon  left  there  for  Pilot  Knob.  In  two  weeks 
more  the  regiment  commenced  its  first  regular  campaigning.  In  a  divinion 
nnd«'T  Gen.  B.  M.  Prt^ntiss,  in  the  last  of  August,  it  moved  to  Jackfion,  Capet 
Girardeau  county.  In  a  week  more,  it  left  for  Cairo.  111.  Here  it  crossed 
the  Ohio  river  to  Fort  Holt,  K(?ntucky,  and  after  two  weeks  moved  to  Mav- 
field  Creek,  and  estahlishe;!  Camp  Crittenden.  Here  it  was  joined  by  the 
lieutenant  colonel,  Augustus  Wentz.  The  command  soon  moved  to  Fort 
Jefferson,  on  the  Missinsippi.  A  strong  picket  guard  had  been  kept  ud  at 
Camp  Crittenden,  when*  ot^curred  a  skirmish  m  which  1  man  was  wounaed. 
From  Fort  Jefferson,  the  regiment  now  moved  to  Norfolk  and  Bird*8  Point, 
then  again  to  Norfolk.  Here,  Sergt  Elliot  W.  Rice,  lieing  oronioM  major, 
entered  upon  duty.  The  regiment  soon  returned  to  Bird's  roint.  Novem- 
ber 0,  Iwl,  the  Sevt^nth,  foruiin^r  with  the  Twenty-second  Illinois  the  Sec- 
ond brigade  of  a  detachment  led  bv  Gen.  Grant  in  an  expedition  toward 
Columbus,  left  Cairo  by  Htoam»T  and  passed  down  the  river  about  half  way 
to  Columbus,  stopping  over  night  at  Lucas  Bend.  At  daylight  of  the  7th  the 
troopH  proc«*erled  and  debarked  about  two  or  three  miles  above  Belmont. 
Col.  H.  Doujfherty  of  tho  Twfnty-serond  Illinois  commanded  the  Second 
brigade.  Tho  troops  wi-re  immeviiatfly  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  and  in 
the  battle  of  Belmont  which  en'='u«'d,  the  Seventh  dirttinfruishe<l  itself  by  h*»ro- 
isni,  and  lo««t  the  most  heavily  of  any  regiment  engujred.  (See  chapter  **.) 
Lt.-Col.  Wentz  was  amont?  the  killed.  Iowa  was  indeed  proud  of  the  bnivery 
of  the  Seventh  in  its  tirst  hattlp.  On  the  evening  of  November  7th  the 
shatU^red  regimt-nt  airive<l  at  liird's  Point,  and  wiiM  shortlv  onlered  to  St. 
LouiH.  Ahont  the  nii«Mle  of  January.  1*^62,  it  was  onlerPil  to  the  South. 
Via  Cairo,  Fort  Holt  and  Smithlanil  it  moved  up  the  Tennessee  river  to 
attack  Fort  Henry,  whiih  fort  it  entere«l  upon  the  surrender  to  Commodore 
FoiAe,  remaining  one  week. 

February   IJth,  the  n^giment  marched   for  Fort  Donelson,  arriving  the 
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expedition.  At  the  close  of  that  disaatrous  enterprise,  the  time  of  their 
eDlistment  having  expired,  they  wont  home  to  Iowa,  and  were  honorably 
musterud  out  of  the  service.  Their  comrades  in  the  dangers  and  glory  that 
had  marked  the  proud  career  of  the  Third,  the  veterans,  returned  to  the  field 
to  participate  as  a  part  of  the  Seventeenth  corps  in  the  Atlanta  campai^i. 
But  the  Third  was  now  too  few  in  numbers  to  admit  of  its  remaining  a 
regiment.  It  was  formed  into  a  battalion  of  three  companies  with  one  field 
officer.  Col.  Brown  remaining  with  it  for  a  time.  At  the  battle  of  Atlanta, 
July  22d,  18G4,  it  again  suffered  severely — so  severely,  that  as  an  organiza- 
tion it  could  not  lonprer  survive.  "  In  that  fierce  conflict,*'  says  Ingersoll, 
'*  the  Third  Iowa  fought  itself  out  of  existence."  The  remnant  of  this  brave 
regiment  was  consolidated  November  8th»  1864,  with  the  Second  Iowa 
infantry,  serving  with  it  under  Sherman  till  the  war  was  ended.  It  had 
supplied  from  iU  numbei's  no  less  than  nine  colonels  and  lieutenant  colonels 
for  other  regiments  in  the  service.  Col.  Wm.  M.  Stone,  afterward  governor 
of  Iowa,  was  its  first  major. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Third  Iowa  Infantry, 


OOLO!fEL5. 

iCAjomt. 

■UBOXOMI. 

oiUK.Anis. 

NelRoaO.  WilUamri. 
Aaron  Brown. 

Win.  M.  Stone. 
Aaron  Broim. 
Qeo  W.  Orofllex. 

ThcM.  O.  Edward*. 
Daniel  M.  Cool. 
BenJ.  F.  Keablen. 

Proeper  H.  Jaooba. 

Z.nCUT.    COL.ONELS. 

ADJUTAXTS. 

AMT.  suxaKOMa. 

qUABTKBKARSBr. 

John  Bcott.  Fltzrox  HeMlons. 

Matthow  M.  Trumbull.  OunUvaa  II.  Oom 
Ja8.  TulUfi. 
Jaoob  Abemethx. 


■Daniel  M.  OooL 
'BenJ.  F.  Keablee. 
David  R.  Martin. 
John  W.  Bchoolej. 
Edward  W.  Erann. 
Stephen  E.  Boblnaon. 


Oeo.  W.  Clark. 
Phineaa  W.  Crawford. 
Wm.  Bordiek. 


FOURTH  IOWA  INFANTUr. 

Tnis  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Camp  Kirkwood,  Council 
Bluffs,  August  S,  1861,  with  Grenville  M.  Dodge  as  colonel.  John  Galligan 
was  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Wm.  R.  English  mtgor.  August  9th  the  regi- 
ment enih.irked  for  St.  Louis.  A  detachment  from  the  various  companies. 
under  Col.  Doilge,  had  previously  made  a  march  to  the  southern  border  of 
Iowa  to  repel  a  thr»^att>ned  rel)ei  invasion.  August  24th  the  regiment  went 
into  camp  at  Holla.  Missouri.  Gen.  Curtis  took  chartre,  December  27th,  of 
the  "  Army  of  the  Southwest,"  concentrating  there.  January  23,  1862,  the 
i'ono  marched  toward  Springfield.  During  this  march  and  the  campaign 
ending  in  th«'  hattl«>  of  Pea  Ridge,  Col.  Dodge  led  the  brigade  of  whicn  the 
Fourth  tnrmtMl  a  part,  and  Lt.-Col.  Galligim  commanded  the  regiment. 
Springticl  j  w<iri  approached  February  12tb,  when  a  skirmish  took  pUice  and 
the  eiii*my  evacuated  the  town  during  the  night.  For  three  days  the  army 
pursued  l'ri<o.  At  Sugar  Creek,  Col.  Dodge's  brigade  supported  the  cavalry 
and  artillery  in  a  considerable  engagt?ment.  The  Rebels  retired,  and  our 
army  rested  for  a  tew  days. 

Manih  Ttii  an<l  sth,  the  brilliantly  fought  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  took  place. 
(Descrihi'd  in  chapter  11.)  In  this  engagement  the  Fourth  bore  a  conspicu- 
ou-^  l>art.  Tn«;  army  remained  nearly  a  month  in  camp  near  the  battle  field. 
t'ol.  l)odg»^  w.is  pro'ui')t«Hl  brigadier  general,  and  Lt.-Col.  Galligan  resigned. 
Ad  it.  Jaine:)  A.  Wdhamson  succeedtnl  the  latter,  and  a  month  later  became 
colonel,  when  Tapl.^Hurton  of  ("o.  D  became  lieutenant  colonel.  The  little 
army  of  (I'^n.  (Jurtis  now  made  one  of  the  hanlest  marches  of  the  war. 
(DescriU'd  in  nketch  of  Gen.  Curtis,  chapter  3:i.)  The  intention  was  to 
move  on  Little  Ro^rk.  After  incredible  suffering,  Helena  was  reached  July 
ISth.    From  then*,  an  expedition  resulting  in  no  advantage  was  undertaken 
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up  the  Arkansan  river.  Another  was  made  into  Miasissippi,  defltroyinf^ 
railroads  nnd  brin^^nfc  back  rich  supplies  of  cotton,  honte:*,  etc.  Much  of 
this  time  Gen.  CurtiH  had  remained  in  command  of  the  district,  but  to  the 
regret  of  his  attiched  command,  he  was  8ucce<>ded  by  Gen.  Schofield.  The 
reifiment  remained  at  Helena  till  the  departure  of  the  army  under  Gen. 
Sherman  for  Vicksbur^?.  On  I)ecembi*r  29th  it  bore  so  (rallant  a  part  in  the 
disastrous  battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou  that  Gen.  Grant  ordered  to  be  inscrilied 
on  its  banner,  "The  first  at  Chickasaw  liayou.**  (Described  in  chapter  17.) 
Tlie  army  remained  a  few  da^  near  the  battle  field,  caring  for  the  wounded 
and  dead.  January  2,  1863,  it  embarked  for  down  the  river.  At  the  mouth 
of  the  Yazoo  it  was  met  by  Gen.  McClcmand,  who  superneded  Gen.  ^>her- 
roan  in  command. 

The  regiment  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post  on  the  10th  and 
nth  of  Januiirv,  186-3.  (Described  in  chapter  17.)  It  was  led  by  Lt.-Col. 
Burton,  Col.  Williamson  being  wounded  and  sick.  The  regiment  went  into 
camp  January  22d,  opposite  Vicksburg.  April  2d,  it  embarked  with  its 
division  under  Gen.  Steele  for  150  miles  up  the  MissisHippi  river  to  Green- 
ville, whence  it  went  on  the  celebrated  raid  of  Deer  Creek  Valley.  The 
object  of  this  expedition  was  to  get  su^mlies  and  to  divert  attention  from 
Grant*s  main  movement  at  Vicksburg.  The  division  returned,  and  at  Grand 
Gulf,  Miss.,  rejoined  the  armv.  It  marched  thence  to  Jackson,  which  city 
the  Fourth  Iowa  wiis  one  of  the  first  regiments  to  enter.  Its  divibion  then 
•pent  two  days  destroying  railroads,  and  arrived  at  Vicksburg  May  18th,  to 
pkriicipate  in  the  si(*ge.  The  regiment  was  in  the  assault  of  Jday  22d,  and 
at  various  times  cngasred,  losing  in  the  siege  80  men.  July  4th,  the  regi- 
ment took  part  in  the  second  movement  against  Jackson,  returning  to 
Vicksburg,  and  then  troing  into  camp  on  the  Black  river.  September  22d, 
it  embarked  for  Memphis,  and  at  once  started  on  the  march  for  Chattanooga. 

The  regiment  arrived  at  Chattanooga  November  2^id,  and  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain  on  the  24th,  Missionary  Ridge  on  tne  25th, 
and  Ringgold  on  the  27th.  December  3d,  the  regiment  with  its  division 
went  into  camp  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  and  then  moved  to  Woodvilie.  It 
remained  th«>re  until  Febru  iry  2^>th,  1H(>4.  when  re-enlist nient  having  taken 
place,  the  veterans  starteil  home  on  furlough.  By  May  1st  the  regiment  had 
rejoined  the  army,  and  was  particip;itmg  in  Sherman's  Atlanti  campaign. 
(Describeil  in  chapter  2*^..)  It  was  in  the  Iowa  briga^le  of  Col.  Williamson,  soon 
mode  brigadier  general.  In  this  series  of  battl(%  the  Fourth  made  a  gallant 
record,  and  its  losses  reduced  it  to  less  than  200  men.  Up  to  this  |)eriod  a 
brief  history  of  the  regiment  is  furnished  the  adjutant  general  by  Col.  Wil- 
liamson. Following  this,  Maj.  Nichols  was  promoted  to  the  lieutenant 
colonf-lcy,  and  Capt.  Anderson  appointed  major.  Octol>er  4th,  the  regiment 
joined  in  the  pursuit  of  Hood. 

Thi'  F«)urt)i  now  took  ]nirt  in  the  brilliant  **  March  to  the  Sea,"  and  after- 
ward in  tht»  marc^h  through  the  Carolinas  northwanl,  in  Col.  Stone's  gallant 
Iowa  brigiKlt*.  At  Bi*n tons vi lie,  it  was  actively  engaged.  It  marchtnl  on 
from  Raleigh  to  Washington,  participated  in  the  grand  review,  and  repaired 
to  Ix>uisvilh*,  Kentucky,  wh^»re  it  was  mustered  out  of  service  in  July,  1^65. 
In  the  farewell  address  of  Col.  Williamson,  when  promoted  to  brigadier 
genoral,  touching  allusion  is  made  to  the  1,000  volunteers  who  nianhed  out 
as  the  Fourth  Iowa,  an«l  the  more  than  ^KK)  added  recniits,--while  at  that 
time  livH  then  400  8ur>'ivcd.  One  thousaud  had  (eiven  their  liven  to  our 
country ! 

Grenville  M.  I)o<lge,  tirst  colonel  of  the  Fourth,  was  made  briirailier  gen- 
eral March  151.  l*^»»>.  ;;nil  major  ^'cneral  .luneT,  ISM.  James  A.  Williauisiiji, 
second  colonel,  was  brevett«'d  brigaoior  general  Divembor  10,  l*^'»i,  an«i 
commisaioned  January  It,  1  &(>•'». 
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lounced  the  crooked  barrels  adapted  to  shooting  around  hills.  _  At  St.  Louis, 
:hc  Kiffhth  marched  to  Henton  liarracka  where  drilling  was  vifToroosly  pur- 
med.  Kvery  orderly  seri^eant  will  bear  tefttiinony  with  the  first  adjutant 
ihat  the  most  t.rasjM'rating  duty  was  the  "  morning  reports."  Col.  Steele 
lot  havinff  taken  command,  Lt.-Col.  Geddes  took  hiff  place.  The  clothinfl^ 
md  camp  and  ^rrieon  equipa^  were  distributed  in  the  following  generous 
iianner:  Hein^  drawn  bv  the  refdmental  quartermaster,  they  were  depos* 
ited  in  a  pile  on  the  parade  ijrround,  and  each  company  commander  directed 
X)  march  his  men  to  the  place,  where  they  were  supplied.  Company  officers 
iiade  no  requisitions  and  the  quartermaster  took  no  receipts.  It  is  needless 
0  add  that  the  quartermaster  had  difficulty  in  settling;  his  accounts  with  his 
lepartment. 

October  15th,  came  marching  orders.  Tlie  knapsacks  of  these  young 
recruits,  marching  out  on  that  first  campaifrn,  were  swelled  out  with  their 
X)ntents  till  they  resembled  pack  peddlers.  The  first  issue  of  hard  tack  had 
learly  created  inAurrection.  Some  of  the  boys  sent  for  their  officers,  exhib- 
ted  this  **  staff' *  on  which  they  afterward  learned  to  lean,  and  protested 
hat  they  would  not  submit  to  such  treatment.  How  many  lessons  were  yet 
X)  be  learned  by  the  volunteer! 

The  regiment  left  St.  Louis  on  flat  cars,  with  rations  of  '*  hard  tack**  and 
:he  historic  **  sow  bosom.*]  On  the  trip  it  rained  almost  continuously.  To 
.■ook  the  meat  on  the  train  was  impossible.  U  had  to  come,  and  as  well 
low  as  later!  So  it  was  on  this  trip  that  the  men  learned  to  cat  their  poi*k 
-aw  with  their  hard  tack.  Later,  those  men  learned  to  bless  their  stars  when 
:hey  had  it  to  eat.  The  ref^iment  moved  via  Jefferson  City  to  Syracuse.  Now 
.'61.  Steele  hail  command.  Beinjj^  a  regpular  army  officer  with  high  ideas  as 
io  discipline,  the  colonel  found  much  to  contend  with  in  diillintr  his  young 
Iowa  volunteers.  Here,  Secretary  of  War  Cameron  reviewed  the  troops. 
It  was  the  first  **  review  '*  for  the  Eighth,  and  like  the  other  volunteers  just 
Toin  honn*.  they  were  more  intent  on  reviewing  than  on  being  rt»viewed. 
The  sensitive  ones  recall  that  Col.  Steele  was  not  elated  with  the  appearance 
)f  his  rejfiment  at  that  time. 

October  21st,  the  regiment  started  for  Springfield.  Each  company  was 
illowed  two  six  mule  teams  with  three  for  regimental  headquarters.  Com- 
pany mess  cheats  contained  tin  plates,  cups,  spoons,  knives  and  forks  for 
*i\r\\  man.  Tents,  axes,  hatchets  and  the  knapsacks  of  the  weak  were  piled 
into  these  waifons  till  they  could  hold  no  more.  The  third  day  brought  the 
regiment  to  Warsaw,  on  the  Osage  river,  with  rations  exhausted.  After  one 
lay  without  supplies,  the  regiment  crossed  the  Ojaore  and  spent  five  days  in 
ii  memorable  camp  called  **  rommedeten,**  subsisting  upon  fresh  beef^  and 
iinl)olted  wheat,  without  salt  for  either.  The  supply  train  then  arrived,  and 
*  hard  tack  **  and  its  companion  piece  were  no  longer  despised.  On  the 
MMh,  the  n'ginient  n't*uined  its  route,  Lt.-Col.  Geddes  was  in  command, 
L'ol.  St«'ele  havintf  U»en  asj«ign**d  to  the  command  of  a  brigade.  A  messen- 
irer  from  Fremont,  at  Springfield,  brought  intelligence  that  Price  was  threat- 
eninj:  an  .ittaik  on  that  plare.  At  early  dawn,  a  forced  march  was  under- 
taken tor  itM  rt'llrf,  and  IJS  miles  marchtMl.  At  daylight  the  march  was 
rt'HinntMl  and  continiifil  to  within  four  miles  of  Springfield.  But  a  large 
portion  of  th»»  ni»'n  did  not  reach  camp  that  night.  They  were  strewn  along 
the  lin«*  of  man'h  for  miler^.     Knapsacks,  with  their  contents,  linei]  the  road 

Ot*n.  Krfujont  was  now  relieved,  and  about  November  4th  Springfield 
wav  ev.iniate.I.  The  Kitrhth  took  up  line  of  march  for  Sedalia.  The  terri- 
\}\t'  foriM'd  nian-liini;  and  the  lack  of  pioper  rations  began  now  to  show  their 
rehult"*  in  wickM^ss  and  doath.  which  continued  through  'the  winter.  Five 
m«»n  «li»'«l  on  th«'  p-t»irn  march.  AlK)ut  November  21st,  Companies  K  and  K 
w»T»'  d«»taclietl  and  "ii-nt  as  esfort  for  a  wagon  train  and  drove  of  1,200  cattle 
il»*stined  f.>r  Fort  b'aven worth.  These  companies  8p«»nt  the  entire  winter 
on  th«*  l)'»rd«T.  Th'-y  returned  to  Sedalia  about  March  1,  1S62,  and  then 
niu-t»»r»»«l  as  many  m«'n  fit  for  duty  as  all  the  remaining  eight  companies. 
anmng  whom  siikness  and  death  had  made  alarming  havoc    Some  of  the 
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convalcsceiitR  in  the  hospital  were  poisoned  by  pies  bought  from  a  rebel 
woman. 

March  11th,  18G2,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  St.  Louis  and  theme  to 
PitUburg  Ijanding.  On  the  Tennejisee  river  the  boat  was  fired  into  by 
iiebels  and  two  men  killed  and  three  wounded.  Arriving  about  March  2lHt, 
the  Eighth  was  attached  to  Swet^ny's  brigade.  In  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
April  GUi,  it  bore  a  couHpicuous  part,  fighting  with  heroism  and  endurdnct*, 
till  surrounded  and  cut  off,  together  with  the  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Iowa, 
it  was  compelled  to  surrender.  (See  chapter  12.)  The  regiment  enduretl  a 
six  monthK*  imprisonment  in  the  Sou^h — the  enlisted  men  at  Macon,  (Georgia, 
and  the  officers,  for  the  mostt  part,  at  Selma,  Alabama,  and  Madison, 
Georgia.  The  latter  were  paroled  at  Libby  Prison,  Richmond,  Virginia, 
October  16th,  1S02;  the  enlisted  m^n  being  paroled  a  short,  time  previously. 
All  were  sent  to  St.  Louis.  (For  a  reconl  of  the  members  of  the  Kighth 
who  escaped  capture  at  Shiloh,  see  **  Union  Brigade.*') 

The  Eighth  Iowa  was  rc)rg.inized  at  St  L-Juis,  during  the  winter  of 
1862-3,  and  was  sent  to  Koll>i.  It  n^tumed  in  the  spring  and  wa^  ordered 
to  join  Grant's  forces  near  Vicksburg,  where  about  April  1,  1^3,  it  was 
assigned  to  the  Thirtl  brigade,  Third  division,  Fifteentli  army  corp'*,  com- 
manded by  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman.  May  2d,  it  luoveil,  with  lU  corpM, 
around  Vicksburg,  and  crossing  at  Grand  Gulf,  moved  by  wajr  of  Port  Gib- 
son and  Raymond  to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  when;  it  took  part  in  the  assault 
on  that  place.  It  assisteil  in  deittroving  the  railroads  and  then  moved  with 
itt  corps  to  Vicksburg.  It  was  in  tne  bloody  as-^ault  of  May  22d,  and  served 
through  the  entire  siege.  After  the  fall  of  V  icksburg,  July  4th,  the  regiment, 
witli  its  cor|>!(,  moved  under  Sherman  in  purnuit  of  Johnston,  and  jomed  in 
the  second  sieirc  and  battle  of  Jackson.  Wh«m  Jackson  was  evacuated  it 
joined  in  the  pursuit  anil  the  tight  at  Brandon.  Sherman's  army  now  set 
oat  for  Ohattanoog.i,  the  Third  ihvision  of  the  Fifteenth  corps  being  left  to 
goard  the  rail  road.  I'he  Kighth  Iowa  was  stationed  at  Pocahontas,  Ten- 
netsee,  from  about  October  ^tOth  to  January,  186 L  During  thisi  time, 
re-enlistment  for  veteran  Kervico  took  place. 

January,  l'^'^,  the  Thinl  division  took  part  in  Sherman's  raid  into  the 
interior  of  Mis^iKsi|^)|>i.  That  cami>aign  closed,  the  non-veterans  of  the 
Eil^hth  regiment  join«Hl  the  Heil  river  (expedition  under  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith, 
while  the  veterunn  went  home  t»  Iowa  on  furlough.  After  l^)  davs  stay 
they  returneii  South.  At  Memphis,  Tennessee,  under  Lt.-('ol.  Bell,  tne  reg- 
iment performed  the  ditlicult  s(>rviee  of  provost  guard,  Col.  (leddes  being 
provost  marshal  of  the  district  of  West  Tennessetf,  commanded  bvGen.  0.  C 
Washburn.  l>urini;  the  summer  of  1864,  at  Memphis,  the  Kighth  Iowa  was 
inspected  by  Gen.  Man'v,  InsjMMtor  General,  U.  S.  A.  He  requested  Lt- 
Col.  Bell  to  drill  the  ivgiment  through  the  park  ami  Htn)»?ts,  and  after 
tboroacrh  insp  vtion  s:ii<l  to  him :  **  I  have  inspected  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
and  allthe  troops  in  the  Northwest,  and  your  n'giment  has  done  what  no 
otiii*r  regiment  has.  It  is  fully  e<iual  to  any  regiment  in  the  regular  army. 
It  is  a  wonder  to  me  how  you  hav«>  learned  it.**  W«*ll  may  the  gallant 
Eighth  havt*  l»een  gratitifil  witii  this  unuKual  tribute  to  itK  soldierly  acq uire- 
ments!  August  2Nt,  Is; 4,  JKonrred  the  brilliant  repulse  of  Forrest's 
cavidry.  winning  tlw  liigh»*st  nniognition  from  th»»  city  of_  Memphis. 
(l>escn*)e*l  in  chapter  2iJ.  >  A^:,iiii  in  January,  iNi**,  when  the  Kighth  Iowa 
was  onlereil  to  New  Orh'iins.  th«*  citizens  of  Memphis  manifeste*!.  in  a 
marked  manmT.  their  n'^Mrd  for  this  g-.iUant  rt'giinent. 

The  Kiifhth  (Mmp«'d  f  >r  a  tim-' on  the  old  l).itth»  tiild  eij:lit  niile^  U»l.iw 
New  Orleiiii^.  .ui<l  tlj»'ii  took  p.isisiijft?  for  Molule.  It  mov»'d  wirh  r.ml»y'H 
army  ugiiin^t  Spanish  F«.irt.  in  tli«*  n'.hnti.m  ot  that  stninghoM  "descriU**! 
in  chapt»*r  ^•J'.  tin'  r«'Lriin"nt,  l»»il  hy  <'nl.  Hfll.  w'i)ii  th»*  tir>t  honor<.  Aft»'rth»' 
fall  of  Mobile,  tin.'  Kii^'litli  w.h  iirliTetl  to  Mont^rom»M-y,  Aluluma.  and  was 
assignetl  to  |ir'>v«)?t  liiity.  This  tity  h.i'l  Ih>  'h  tli>'  no'w  ot  imnrisonm»'nt  f>ir 
some  of  the  re^jfimcnt,  now  r»'vi>itjn:^  it  und*'/  HU'h  wiih'ly  tlirterent  rircum- 
•tanoes.     In  tli*j  autmp.fi  the  rej^^im^Mit  was  s«>nt  t)  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  and 
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durinff  the  winter  to  Selma.  April  20,  1866,  it  was  mustered  out  of  the 
United  States  service.  It  had  been  nearly  five  years  in  the  field,  and  was 
the  last  volunteer  regiment  from  Iowa  to  leave  the  ^vemment  service. 

Its  first  colonel,  Frederick  Steele,  waH  made  brigadier  g^eral  in  Febraary, 
1862,  and  major  ^jeneral  November  29,  1862.  His  successor.  Col.  Jas.  L. 
(^oddes,  who  was  wounded  and  imprisoned  at  Shiloh,  served  again,  after  his 
release,  with  distinction,  and  was  brevetted  brigadier  general  Jane  5,  1865. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Eighth  Iowa  Infantry. 


COLONELS. 


XAJOW. 


■UBOXOlfl. 


Frederick  Steele. 
Jas.  Loraine  Oeddee. 
Wm.  Stubbs. 


John  C.  Fergoson. 
Joacph  Anderson. 
Fredrick  B.  Palmer. 
Wm  Stnbba. 
Samuel  E.  Rankin. 


James  Irwin. 

Aug.  W.  Hoffmeister. 

Samuel  D.  Cook. 


Cyms  O.  yanD«rve»r. 
Wm.  Poaton. 


LIKUT.  OOLOMKLS. 

AI>/X7TANTS. 

A8ST.  ■UBoxova. 

OHAri.azxi. 

Jas.  Loraine  Qoddos. 
John  C.  Ferffuson. 
Wm.  B.  BelH 
Andrew  Geddes. 

Oeo.  H.  McLoughlln. 
Samuel  £.  liankln. 
Marlon  Campbell. 
George  W.  M arsden. 
Joseph  0.  Stoddard. 

P.  B.  Clark. 

Aug.  W.  Hoffmelstor. 

8.  D.  Cook. 

Isaac  M.  Houston. 

Geo.  H.  Nojes. 

W.  D.  Hoffman. 

Chas.  McOoTem. 

Wm.  M oGnlloagh. 
Wm.  Downard* 

NINTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

Hon.  Wm.  Vandkvek,  member  of  congress  from  Iowa,  obtained  special 
pennission  the  day  atb^r  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  to  raise  a  regiment  in  his 
district.  The  Ninth  infantry  responded  to  the  call.  It  was  organized  at 
Dubuqiu*,  anil  niust»T<Hl  into  the  ntjrvice  September  24,  1S61.  Wm.  Vande- 
ver  was  colonel.  Frank  J.  Herron  lieutenant  colonel  and  Wm.  H.  Coyl  major. 
The  re>^ni»'nt  wan  immediately  sent  to  St.  liOuis,  and  October  11th,  moved 
to  Franklin  to  ^uard  the  railroad.  The  great  Army  of  the  West  was  now 
prepiiring  for  u  grand  forwanl  movement.  At  I^ebanon,  the  regiment  joined 
thf  Arniv  of  the  Southwest,  commanded  by  Gen.  Curtis.  It  was  placed 
in  Vancfever's  bnirade,  and  in  Oarr's  division.  Curtis  hoped  to  capture 
Price  in  SpringticUl,  and  marched  for  that  point.  It  was  too  late.  Price 
had  evacuate<l.  (jurtis  pursued  rapidly, halting  at  Cro^s  Hollows,  Arkansas. 
On  Sugar  Creek  the  Ninth  had  its  tirst  skirmish,  behaving  with  coolness  and 
courage,  charging  u{>on  an  enemy  three  times  as  numerous  as  itself,  and 
under  th^  fire  of  a  battery  of  artillery,  driving  the  enemy  before  it.  March 
Till  and  8th  occumMl  th»»  memorable  liattle  of  Pea  Ridge,  whither  the  Ninth 
was  IiUiiten«Hl  from  Iluntsville  wh(*re  it  had  been  sent  in  a  detachment  under 
<'ol.  Vandnvor.  No  liintoric  march  ever  exceetled  that— forty-two  miles  in 
tourtoon  oonj*»^cntive  hours.  In  the  engagement  the  regiment  won  brilliant 
renown.  (S»'«'  chapt^T  11.)  The  regiment  now  went  with  Curtis*s  army 
thmugh  MiHsoiiri  and  Arkansas.  After  a  march  of  600  miles  of  hardship,  it 
arrivi'd  at  IIfU*na,  ,Iiily  17,  1S02.  (Si*e  sketch  of  Gen.  Curtis,  chapter  iS.) 
At  HfltMia  th«>  Ninth  rpmain«Ml  five  months,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  receiv- 
ing a^  a  trilmtt'  to  it-)  ))mvt>r>'  at  Pea  Kidge,  a  stand  of  beautiful  silk  colors 
ftnbroidrTt'd  in  g"lil.  It  was  pre.sontt'd  by  ladies  of  HoHton  through  Misn 
PhneUt*  Adani<.  Tli*"-*'  colors  w«Te  atl«Tward  borne  over  many  a  proudly  won 
biitih*  tirld.  LatiT.  th»'y  won*  giv»Mi  Ittick  by  unanimous  voice— one  to  the 
iliMiors.  a!i«i  on*'  to  ilcn.  Vandever,  the  first  colonial  of  the  Ninth.  In  Decem- 
liorof  1m;2,  thi*  ro^'iment  was  assigned  to  the  Fitt4»euth  army  corps,  and 
•hK-''<l  in  Thayer 'h  brigade  of  Stt^'ie's  divi<(ion  to  aid  in  the  attadc  on 
\\i  k-hiir^r  l)>'«-«MnlH'r  2^th  and  29th.  it  shared  in  the  battle  of  Chickasaw 
fiavoii.     (See  chapt^-r  17.)    It  took  f>art  in  the  assault  and  capture  of  Arkan- 
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siiJ«  r<wt,  Jiinuary  11,  186^5.  0)1.  Vandever  soon  parie<1  from  his  reflri- 
ni'^nt,  b'MiiK  promoted  brigadier  ^*ncral.  Capt.  David  CarHkaddon  wa*« 
iippointi'd  to  the  colonelcy.  Durintc  February  and  March  the  regiment 
wa«  at  Younfr*8  Point,  a  wet,  malarial  and  dinmal  re^fion,  where  sicknosH 
and  death  made  fdarful  havoc  in  its  ranks.  Apnl,  186^),  wa*«  occupied  in  the 
iMpr  Crp^k  expedition  under  Steele.  May  2d,  the  rejfiment  started  on  the 
inarch  to  the  rear  of  Vicksburtf.  On  the  14th  it  reachetl  Jackson  and  took 
p:irt  in  its  capture.  On  the  ISth  it  took  position  at  the  rifrht  of  our  lines 
Woro  VicksburK.  It  was  in  the  assault  ot  May  19tli,  and  in  the  terrible  one 
of  May  22d.  where  its  bloody  colors  were  drawn  out  from  under  the  last 
cf  the  (fuard  who  fell  within  a  few  feet  of  the  enemy.  July  4th,  when  Vicks- 
burtr  fell,  the  total  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the  nie^  haJ  been  121.  That 
f«aiRe  nif^rht,  the  Ninth  was  as?ain  on  the  march  for  Jackson  and  participated 
in  the  Kie^.  When  Johnston  retreated,  July  IGth.  the  refirimcnt  followed 
to  Brandon,  where  1  man  was  killed.  By  July  31st,  it  wiis  in  camp 
on  Black  river.  Gen.  Osterhaus  was  now  plactnl  in  command  of  the  divis- 
ion in  which  was  the  Ninth  Iowa,  and  Col.  Williamson.  Fourth  Iowa,  of 
the  brifj^dc.  This  brigade  was  composed  of  Iowa  troops,  the  Fourth,  Ninth, 
Twenty-fifth,  and  Thirty- fir?»t,  and  remained  under  Col.  Williamson  until 
the  close  of  the  Savannah  campaitrn.  when  his  promotion  called  him  to 
another  field.  September  22d,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  move  to  Cor- 
inth, Misxissippi.  from  whence,  later,  the  march  to  Chattanooira  was  be^un. 
The  regiment  halted  at  Lookout  Mountain,  November  2:>d,  just  in  time 
to  take  part  in  **the  battle  above  the  clouds,'*  November  24th.  On  that 
ilay,  amon^  the  rocks  and  amid  the  mist,  its  command  made  prisoners 
ofa  rebel  brigade.  On  the  2*)th,  it  was  at  Mission  Kid^^e.  It  was  also 
at  Kintfsoid.  This  closed  tht>  campaivrn.  'Vhe  losit  of  the  Ninth  had  been 
3  kill**4l  and  16  wounded.  The  regiment  established  winter  quarters  at 
Woodville,  Ala.  It  had  marched  in  the  year,  870  miles  on  foot,  1,<K)0  by 
water  and  1(»  by  railway,  and  numliered  now  riLO.  January  1,  1864,  287  of 
the  resrimont  re-enlisted  tis  veterans  and  went  home  to  enjoy  furlough.  At 
Nashville,  an  ele^rant  n(*w  silk  tlagr,  to  replace  thf  battle-torn  ono  which  had 
b«»enKivt<i  back  after  VicksbiirK.  was  n»ceived  from  the  ladies  of  Boston. 
The  regiment  re-asseinbled  at  Davenport,  March  IMh.  Capt.  Oeorire 
<iranirer  had  been  promottMl  to  thi»  minority,  Miij.  Carpenter  havmc:  died  on 
January  12th.  Und'»r  Ma^j.  (Jranpfer,  the  rejfinieiit  arrived  at  Woodville. 
Ala.,  Apnl  10th.  Col.  Carskadilon,  returned  from  t»ick  leave,  now  led  the 
n^srimcnt.  May  1st,  to  th»'  .\tliLnta  c;impiifcrn. 

The  ro^fiment  took  its  pla^>»  in  the  line  of  Uittle  ma  le  up  of  the  armies 
of  the  Tenn«'ssee,  tlieCuiulvrland  and  the  Ohio,  confront inj;  the  Rebels  under 
Gen.  J.  K.Johnston.  In  the  tour  inanths  followin^r.  in  this  brilliant  cam- 
paifrn,  the  Ninth  participat«*il  actively  and  t;<illantly  with  the  Fifteenth 
corps.  It  marched  40J  mil»*s.  larit^^ely  by  nitrnt,  crossing?  three  rivers  and 
many  stream^  in  the  enemy's  tare.  It  constructed  numerous  lines  of  works 
and  it  particiiMt«H.l  with  hdii^r  in  that  lonar  »*orie-  «if  euirairements.  By  Sep- 
tember ^th,  the  cainpai^ni  nv»T,  tli«'  n^jriment  was  at  Kaht  Point.  Ga.  It  had 
I'^st.  since  May  1st.  11  killed,  TO  W(>ulul^d  and  6  captured.  At  Ezra  Church. 
Julv  2^lh,  Col.  Carskadiloii  wa>  -^lit^hllv  wonndeil.  The  non-v«neraiis  wen" 
mustere«i  out  SeptemlH»r  2;»d,  and  furloujjbs  granted  to  live  pt*r  cent  of  tin' 
men.  Before  much  advantai;»'  had  bt'en  taken  of  this  l^avc.  Hood  showi'd 
viini'*  of  jictivity,  th»»  furlou^^lis  w»»re  suspended,  and  by  October  4th  the 
Ninth  was  a;ruin  »>n  tli«»  iiv)v»».  Afr«'r  the  pursuit,  the  n'jriineut  returned  to 
Atlanta.  N'iv»»mbi'r  I2tli.  it  Ii«'1|m'  1  t"ar  up  and  d»'str<\v  the  railroad  and  till 
iipthnruts.  Oh  tli«.»  I'lth.  ^()IHIllan•^^l  by  t'apt.  McSwi'fin»y.  it  f<  ill  owed 
Sherman  on  tin'  niar«]i  to  tiif  s«m.  It  n-acln'd  Sav.iiiiM);  witii"nr  |.»^-.  Dur- 
inir  thi»y»'aj  tli"  Ninth  had  m.ip'hoil  1.4oi)  mil.-^.  an-1  tr.iv«''»''l  liy  >t«'amer 
and  railroad  1,'.»*.H».  Tmi*  umiwImt  in  th«'  it'trim-'nt  wa-j -UJ.  Afi'M  a  short 
stay  in  Savannah,  tli»»  Ninth,  in  it^  lir.ivi»  Imam  hriLM«l''.  i>iK»'l  in  tln^  in.iri?h 
northward.     Col.  Oar^ka-MDn  n'tiirn*'«|.  an!  vfw^  ]'.<  t.  >r;tl  Iv  ihii-t'Teil  out  ot 
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service,  hia  term  of  enlisiment  havin((  expired.  Ma,j.  Aberaethy,  promoteil 
from  captain  of  Co.  F,  in  place  of  Maj.  Graof^r,  who  had  died,  took  com- 
mand of  the  regiment.  The  Ninth  participated  in  the  grand  review  at 
Washington,  and  about  the  middle  of  July  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
at  Louisville,  Ky. 

Wm.  Vandever,  the  first  colonel  of  the  Ninth,  became  bri^radier  general 
November  29,  1862,  and  was  bre vetted  major  general  June  7,  18(>5.  Frank 
J.  Herron,  first  lieutenant  colonel,  became  brigadier  general  July  30,  1862, 
and  major  general  November  9,  1862. 

Field  and  Staff  Officer  a  of  the  Ninth  Iowa  Infantry . 


OOLONXLS. 

MAJOBS. 

BUBasoHa. 

OHAKonra. 

Wm.  Vandever. 
David  Oarakaddon. 

Wm.  H.  Ooyl. 
Don  A.  Carpenter. 
Qeorge  Granger. 
Alonzo  Abemetbf. 
Chester  W.  Inman. 

Benjamin  MoClnre. 
Edward  J.  McOorrltk. 

Amoe  B.  Kendlg. 
Alanaon  Barbonr. 

LXKUT.  OOLOnmiM. 

ADJUTAim. 

▲asT.  ■uBOBoifa. 

QUABTUUCABTUa. 

Frank  J.  Herron. 
Wm.  H.  CJoyl. 
Alonso  Abemeth  J. 

Wm.  Soott. 
Chaa.  McKenzie. 
Chaa.  H.  Lyman. 

Henry  W.  Hart, 
Cbaa.  A.  Beed. 
Oeo.  W.  Carter. 
Lewia  H.  Cutler. 

Ferd'nd  8.  Wlnalow. 
Jerome  Bradley. 
Franklio  A  Morton. 
Henry  H.  Oray. 

TENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  wa^  organized  at  Iowa  City,  August,  1861.  Nicholas 
Perczcl  was  mado  colonel,  Wm.  E.  Small  lieutenant  colonel,  and  John  C 
Bennett  major.  It  wan  sent  to  St.  Louifl,  and  OctoL»er  Ist  to  Cape  Girardeau, 
against  the  Uel>ols  under  Hardee  and  Pillow.  October  10th  at  Bloomfield  it 
dispersed  Jeti*.  Thompson's  band.  The  regiment  was  ordered,  November 
r2tn,  to  Bird's  Point,  from  whence  expeditions  were  frequently  sent  cat. 
January  8, 1S62,  one  of  these,  under  the  colonel,  was  fired  on  from  ambuscade, 
and  though  the  enemy  was  finally  dispersed,  15  of  the  Tenth  were  either 
kiUe<l  or  wounded.  March  4th,  the  regiment  departed  for  New  Madrid.  In 
less  than  four  months  m  its  unhealthy  camp  it  had  lost  96  men.  The  regi- 
ment wan  the  first  to  enter  New  Madrid,  March  14th.  At  Island  No.  10  it 
participated  in  the  capture.  On  April  7th  and  8th,  the  Tenth  was  alio  at 
hand  in  c^ipturin^f  at  Tiptonville  between  5,000  and  6,000  prisoners,  lat^'ly 
th»*  force  of  Island  No.  10.  April  10th,  the  New  Madrid  forces,  styled  the 
Army  of  the  Mis^^issippi,  were  moved  down  the  Mississippi,  to  attack  Fort 
Pillow,  wliich  was  lK)iiibarded.  The  bombanlment  was  cut  short  by  Qrd«'rs 
from  iu'ii.  Hall«vk  to  join  in  the  siege  of  Corinth.  In  this  siege,  the  recon* 
noiK.Hiinc's  antl  Hkirniishes,  the  reffiment  performed  its  duties  taithtully  and 
with  Hpint.  This  was  <'}(p«'cially  thv  case  in  the  skirmish  of  the  9th  of  May, 
and  allot h«T  at  Farniin^rton  on  May  2f)th,  where  the  Tenth  had  8  wounde<l. 
Cormtii  was  evacuattd  May  iU)th.  The  pursuit  ended  at  Hooneville,  MiKS. 
Returning,  th?  n'^rini«'nt  cainp<?d  on  (^lear  Creek,  near  Corinth.  On  the  2i»th 
then^  waH  an  <>x|i«''lition  to  KipU*y.  There  was  much  sickness  in  camp  and 
many  died.  Tii«^  regiment  moved  to  Jacinto  July  29th.  September  18th.  the 
ronimand  moved  to  hika.  It  participated  in  the  battle  ot  luka.  September 
19tl).  ^See  chapter  I'>.)  The  lollowing  day,  it  joined  in  the  pursuit.  In  the 
b.iltle  of  t'orintl).  0(  tol>er  :kl  and  4th,  the  ienth  was  in  the  Second  brigade. 
Gen.  .Sullivan,  Tiiinl  division.  Army  of  the  Mi<*sissippi.  Maj.  McCalla  com- 
manded tlie  retfinient.  It  boi-e  a  gallant  part  in  that  gallant  engagement. 
(DcMrribel  m  chapter  14.)  The  R<»bels  were  pursued  toward  Ripley  and  the 
Tenth  retarn«'«l  t«»  <'orinth.  November  1,  1S62,  the  division  left  on  a  recon- 
noi>sanc»'  t«>  UmIIv  Sprin^rs,  which  wa^  occupied  a  short  time.    December 
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12th.  the  rejn men t  joined  in  the  movement  under  Gen.  Grant  into  central 
Mississippi,  having  for  its  object  the  attack  of  Vicksbursr  from  the  rear. 
When  tbi!«  movement  was  frustrated,  the  army  turned  and  commenced  the 
manrh  back,  December  2Jd.  At  Lunipkin^s  Mill,  Quinby's  division,  in  which 
was  the  Tenth,  wa4  sent  to  Memphis,  in  charge  of  a  train  for  supplies  for 
the  army,  consinting  of  Heveral  hundred  wagons.  These  were  loaded  and  on 
January  Ut  and  2d,  escorted  to  Lafayette  on  the  railroad,  where  the  army 
awaited  them.  After  guarding  the  railway  a  month,  the  regiment  went  to 
Memphis,  where  it  n^mained  tdl  spring  Col.  Perczel  had  resigned  before 
the  march  into  Mississippi.  Mii^j.  Bennett  had  resigned  a  short  time  before 
the  close  of  1861,  and  early  in  1862,  Capt.  McCatla,  who  commanded  at 
Corinth,  had  been  promoted  to  his  place  March  4th.  Qumby's  division 
embarked  for  down  the  river  to  Louisiaua  Bend,  and,  on  the  8th,  returned  to 
Helena.  The  regiment,  with  Quinby's  commmd.  was  in  the  novel  expedi- 
tion of  the  Yazoo  Pass.  (Described  in  chapter  17.)  The  Tenth  had  for  a 
time  been  attached  to  the  Third  brigade  of  tno  Seventh  division.  Seventeenth 
army  corps,  Gen.  McPherson.  In  the  Vicksburg  campaign,  following  this, 
the  iliim  brigade  was  commanded  by  Col.  Boomer. 

April  2'^tli,  this  g[reat  campaign  opened.  It  was  the  destiny  of  the 
Tenth  to  take  conKpicuous  postitions  in  bloody  battles,  and  through  des- 
perate fighting  win  laurels  by  its  valor.  Gen.  Quinby  being  sick,  Gen.  M. 
M.  Crocker  hiul  command  of  the  division.  May  Ist,  the  division  erased 
the  river  at  Bruinsburg,  and  was  present  at  the  battles  of  Fort  Gibson  and 
Ravmond.  The  Tenth  fought  at  the  battle  of  Jackson,  May  14th.  Then 
lolfoweil  the  bloody  battle  of  Champion  HilU.  (See  chapter  18.)  Among 
the  different  Iowa  regimtnits  that  distinguished  th«.*mselye8,  the  Tenth 
fought  heroically — ilespenitely.  Such  fighting,  and  at  a  critical  juncture  of 
battle,  turned  a  prospective  defeat  into  brilliant  victory.  It  carriiKl  assur- 
ance of  the  fall  of  Vicksburg.  On  the  19th,  the  division  took  position  in  the 
line  investing  Vicksburg.  The  regiment  participated,  with  its  brigade,  in 
the  fearful  assault  of  May  22d.  Here  fell  its  gallant  brigade  leader.  Col. 
Boomer.  He  was  soon  buoceeded  in  command  by  Gen.  Matthies.  The  Third 
brigade  was  in  the  for^-e  d»'tailed  to  hold  Johnston  in  check  and  was  ordered 
out  on  the  defensive  lint*  on  Hhuk  riv«T,  June  2Jd.  When  Vicksburg  sur- 
rendered, it  joined  in  the  hasty  pursuit  of  Johnston,  and  in  the  campaign  of 
Jackson,  returning  to  VioksUurj;  July  llVh.  Karly  in  September,  the  division 
was  ordered  to  go  to  Little  Rock,  to  nwnforc**  (ten.  Steele.  At  n^lena,  the 
order  wjis  revoked,  ( Jen.  >^tfel.'  having  aln'udy  succeeded.  September 29th,  the 
division  was  ordered  to  .Memphis,  to  be  unitt'd  with  the  Fifteenth  corps  under 
Gen.  Sherman  which  was  to  nian^h  to  Chattanoog-a.  to  nvenforce  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland.  It  arrived  at  Ch.ittunooga  November  19th.  In  the 
battle  of  Chattiinooga,  which  ensucil,  Noveml>cr  24th,  2Mh  and  26th,  the 
brigade  of  (ien.  .Matthies  well  sustained  itd  high  reputation  won  on  hoUy 
contested  fields.  fSee  chapter  21.)  The  Tenth  and  the  Fifth  were  still  com- 
rade n»giments,  totjethtT  with  the  Ninety-third  Illinois  and  IVenty- 
sixth  Missouri.  Tin*  Tenth  fought  with  heroism.  After  the  victory  it 
ioined  in  th»»  pursuit.  January  1»,  1S<>4.  it  went  into  winter  quarters  at 
iluntsville.  A  nv<)iiiioi««.'.aiie«»  to  Mool■e^villt^  Alab;ima,  had  taken  place. 
F^rly  in  Fehruar>',  lUMrly  'M)  of  the  T«'nth  had  r'*-enlisle<l.  an<l  March  :Wth 
itbecam«,*a  v»'terdn  re^rim»'nt.  February  11th.  th»i  Tenth,  under  .Matthies, 
formeil  ]iart  of  ii  detachment  aecoinpanying  Thomas  ejwt  of  Chattanooga, 
with  th»*  oiiject  of  holdintr  .I(»lin<t«)n  from  re-eiifon'in;r  I'olk,  while  Sherman 
was  marehing  on  hU  «l»'>trat'tiv«'  Meri-lian  raid.  April  ;»»)th.  the  brigade  was 
ortlered  to  h«'«uitiir.  Alabama.  June  l")tli.  the  v«*terans  of  the  r»*gim»'nt  were 
onlered  V*  Inw.i  on  v-t'Tan  f'irlnii;;ii.  They  returneil  to  Kini^.^t^n,  '/♦•orgia, 
Ausru^t  Kt.     Sli>rfly  att»'r,  tli«MV  was  an  exp^'iluion  to  Mill  Place. 

Th»»T»'ntii  n  »w  s"rvf  I  in  a  r.nvi'in»'nt  <'f  gr»Mt  iiniK>rtanct^  in  connection 
with  th«'  j-linnitane  );i-  in)Vf  in-Mir-  «kt  Siit»nnan  in  the  .\tlanta  campaign.  It 
Wiis  diDH'teil  atTtiintt  tli"  p'li-l  rai-i'T"*  nn-ler  \Vneel«>r.  who  were  threattMiing 
the  line-  ot  army  siipplif-.     It  wa<  under  <ii?nerals  Steailman.  lions^au, 
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Granflfer  and  Milroy,  and  was  a  tryinsr  march  of  nearly  1,000  miles.  The 
re^menb  returned  to  Kinfirston.  The  old  Third  brigade,  which  for  two  years 
hs^  fought  together,  sharing  the  fortune  of  camp  and  field,  was  now  dis- 
banded. The  remnant  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  was  transferred  to  the  Fifth  cav- 
alry; the  term  of  enhstment  of  the  Tenth  Missouri  had  expired,  and  the 
Seventeenth  Iowa  had  been  nearly  all  taken  prisoners  at  Til  ton;  so  that  the 
remnant  of  the  Third  brigade  was  merged  into  the  First  and  Second  brigades. 
The  brave  Tenth,  with  the  Twenty-sixth  Missouri,  was  attached  to  the  Tatter, 
commanded  by  Gen.  Raom.  Sept.  28th,  the  non-veterans  of  the  regiment 
were  mustered  out;  but  150  new  recruits  were  mustered  in,  early  in  October. 
The  Tenth  Iowa,  as  a  part  of  the  Second  brigade,  Third  division,  Fifteenth 
oorps,  joined  in  Sherman*s  **  March  to  the  Sea.'*  The  regiment  participated 
in  the  attacks  preliminary  to  its  entering  Savannah,  Dec  21,  1864.  Jan.  9, 
1865.  the  command  be^un  its  march  through  the  swamps  of  South  Carolina. 
There  was  incessant  rain.  Feb.  5th,  at  the  passage  of  the  Salkahatchie,  the 
Rebels  were  intrenched  on  the  opposite  of  the  swamp.  The  Second  brigade. 
Third  division,  being  in  advance,  the  Tenth  Iowa  was  delayed  as  skirmish- 
ers. With  the  Fifty-sixth  Illinois,  it  waded  the  stream  waist  deep,  and 
charged  upon  and  drove  the  Rebels  from  their  intrenchments.  The  regi- 
ment had  two  wounded.  An  engagement  in  which  the  Tenth  was  warmly 
engaged  occurred  March  19th,  at  the  Cross  Roads  near  Cox's  bridge  on  the 
^^euHe  river,  where  the  Second  brigade  destroyed  the  bridge.  The  Tenth 
lost  1  man  killed  and  4  wounded.  The  sanguinary  battle  of  BentonsvUle 
1  taken  place  on  the  same  day. 

^*he  Fifteenth  corps  entered  Goldsboro  on  the  22d.  At  this  time,  accord- 
:  to  the  complete  and  valuable  official  history  of  the  regiment,  by  VVm.  H. 
jiidby,  lieutenant  colonel  commanding,  the  Tenth  Iowa  had  22  officers  and 
156  men.  It  had  marched  in  the  last  four  months,  over  800  miles  of  hostile 
^rritory.  In  its  whole  career,  it  had  traveled  8,175  miles,  and  had  served  in 
^n  states  in  rebellion.  The  regiment  continued  its  march  to  Raleigh  and 
Washington  City,  participating  in  the  grand  review.  It  then  went  to  liOuiti- 
irille,  Kentucky,  but  mustering  out  was  delayed  until  August  15th,  at  Little 
Hock,  whither  it  had  been  ordered.  Thus  closed  the  gallant  record  of  the 
Tenth  Iowa. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Tenth  Iowa  Infantry, 


COLON  BL4I. 


XAJOBl. 


fUBOBOVS. 


Sicholas  Perozel. 
Wm.  E.  Small. 
Parlii  P.  Hender«on. 
Wm.  H.  SUnbj. 


John  C.  Bennett. 
Nathaniel  McCaUa. 
Robert  Lnsby. 
Aaron  W.  Drew. 
John  M.  Coohran. 


Wm.  P.  Darla. 
Rlohard  J.  Mohr. 


David  W.  Telford. 
Wm.  a.  Kephart. 


LIEUT.  COLOWKLH. 

ADJUTAMTt. 

AMTT.  tUBaBOMS. 

QUABTBBMABTBBa. 

Wm.  K.  HiuttU. 
I'arlH  P.  Ilvndemon. 
Nathaniel  McC'alla. 
Wm.  H.  HiUhj. 
AacuD  W.  Drew. 

ThoH.  W.  Jackson. 
John  Delahojde. 
Wm.  Manning. 
Henry  8.  Bowman. 

Andrew  J.  Wlllej. 
Richard  J.  Mohr. 
Wm.  C.  Cnmmlnga. 
John  0.  Skinner. 
Wm.  £Terett. 

Jamea  Tnudell. 
Frank  W.  Croubj. 
Geo.  a.  Undlej. 
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THE  CROCKER  BRIGADE. 
The  Eleventh,  Thirteenth,  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Iowa  Reg  intents. 

This  brave  command,  brigaded  together  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  and 
fighting  together  till  the  end  of  the  war,  is  the  oldest  briirivle  organization  in 
the  great  army  of  Uie  Union.  From  Shiloh  od,  the  history  of  each  regiment 
ia  almost  the  history  of  all. 

Thf.'  Eleventh  was  organized  at  Davenport  November  1,  1861,  with  Abra- 
ham M.  Hare  as  colonel.  Wm.  Hall  was  its  first  ni^jor  and  also  its  first  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  being  aaooeetled  in  the  majority  by  John  C.  Al)ercrumbie. 
Abercrombic  was  one  of  Lh-j  beit  ni'?n  in  the  service,  and  his  abilitici),  and 
courage,  brought  him  the  highest  promotion  in  his  regiment.  Wht'n  the 
body  ot  Lt.-Col.  Wentz,  of  the  Seventh,  killed  in  battle  at  Belmont,  was 
sent  home  to  Davenport,  it  was  th*^  sad  duty  of  the  Eleventh  to  attend  it  to 
the  grave  with  military  honors.  The  n^giment  was  sent  to  St.  Louis,  and 
December  Hth  to  Jeff^^rson  City.  December  14th.  with  a  battalion  of  the 
Third  cavalry,  it  started  campaigning  to  Booneville,  capturing  gunpowder. 
There  wiis  an  expedition  to  Providence  and  one  to  B(X)n8boro,  which  place 
was  captured.  December  2-Jd,  five  companies  under  Lt.-Col.  Hall  went  to 
California,  Missouri,  scouting — the  other  five,  under  Col.  Hare,  to  Fulton. 
March  10,  1S(>2,  the  regiment  moved  for  Pittsburg  Landing.  At  the  battle 
of  Shiloh,  April  6th  and  7th,  it  fought  with  honor.  ^See  chapter  12  )  It  was 
led  by  Lt.-Col.  Hall,  Col.  Hare  taking  the  place  of  Brig<ide  Commander 
Oglesby.     It  was  in  McClemand*s  division. 

The  Thirteenth  Iowa  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Davenport,  Xovem- 
ber  2,  1861,  with  Marc'dlus  M.  Crocker  (lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Second)  as 
oolonel,  Mtlton  M.  Price  as  lieutenant  colonel  and  John  Shane  as  major. 
The  regiment  was  sent  to  St.  Louis,  and  December  13th  to  Jefferson  City. 
In  the  spring  of  1^62,  it  was  ordered  to  report  to  (len.  Grant  at  Pittsburg 
Landing,  arriving  there  March  2  id.  It  Wiis  assif^iied,  with  the  Eleventh, 
to  Oglesby 's  briga<l«j  ( First)  iin<l  .McClt?rnand's  division  (First).  At  the  battle 
of  Sdiloh  ic  at  once  entered  the  fight,  was  ten  hours  under  fire,  bore  itself 
with  coolness  and  courage,  and  suffered  severely.  The  lieutenant  colonel 
and  muor  wore  wounded.  (See  chapter  12.)  April  UJth,  Lt.-Col.  Priee 
resigned  and  Miij.  Shane  was  soon  promoted  to  his  place.  Capt.  Vieo.  M. 
Van  Hosi»n  bee  ime  major. 

Tlie  Fifte  »nth  Iowa  was  orir;inize«l  at  Keokuk.  Fehr.iarv  2i,  1*^>2.  Hugh 
T.  R;*id  was  colonel,  Wm.  Dewey  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Win.  W.  Belknap 
m-AJor.  It  left  for  St.  lit^iiis,  March  19th,  and  was  ordered  at  once  to  Pitts- 
burg Linding.  April  6th,  it  rept^rted  to  ^ien.  Prentiss,  while  the  cannon  of 
Shiloh  were  thundering  and  the  woumled  and  flying  seeking  the  rear.  It 
was  ordeivd  into  the  hottest  of  the  fight.  Without  training,  without  exp^'r- 
ience.  in  this  Hery  baptism  the  men  bon;  themselves  like  true  soldiers.  Colonel, 
major  and  adjutant  were  wounded.  April  2-.Kh.  a  beautiful  silk**n  fiaic  from 
Iowa  wa»»  presented  to  til"  Fifteentli  in  recognition  of  its  valor  at  Sliilnh. 
The  "old  rt.iir."  ^till  s>  n"w,  riddled  hy  eleven  bullets,  with  the  st.iff  n«»arly 
sevennl  hy  fnir  l»alU.  is  pn»s.Tvi'  I  by  tli"  stat«'. 

The  Sixte-'nth  Iowa  w.i«<  th«'  last  rfgim-Mit  raisi».l  in  response  to  tli«*  Presi- 
dent's call  tor  voliinti'»M>  tlii-  tirst  year  of  the  war.  It  left  Davenpoit  .Manli 
20,  H62,  but  its  orijani/,  iti'm  was  oomplet"  I  Min^h  24th  at  St.  lioai-*.  Alex- 
ander Cnamln'rs.  ;i  reirni.ir  army  ofti.'er  who  hi'l  nm-^lereil  in  many  of  the 
precedin;;  rei;imerj(s,  w.i«<  m.ide  colonel.  Ti)!.  riiainher.- '  nam**  wa-  t.imiliar 
to  every  soMier  in  |i>»va.  II'  was  no*  oulv  .i  w '11  drillel  ortii',»r;  hi'  wa-*  a 
competent  otHeer,  anil  a  i»r.iv-'  m  m.  11"  was  twie..«  w<)undeil  while  irallantly 
leading  an  I  »wa  rei^'im  Mit.  H-'  l.itT  :itf  lin"  1  t  >  imp  »rt  mt  r.iiik  in  the  re^'- 
ular  armv,  and  ilie.l  in  the  ^^rvice  xA'  liis  ciMintrv.  A'ldi-i on  II.  Sander-s  wa-« 
lieutenant  eo!'in"l  an-l  Wm.  Pur-'ll  m.ijor.  Tli*  rei^.m-'nt  wa'<imm"«liat«*ly 
dispatcheil  to  Piu-ihtir:,'  L.in<iin>:.     Like  the  Fifteenth,  it  arrive^l  .\pril  tith, 
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^hon  tho  battle  of  Shiloh  was  ragfincr,  and  was  ordered  into  the  thickest  of 
he  tight  to  fire  its  first  gun  iu  tho  service.  It  passed  unflinchingly  througfh 
he  fit'rco  ordeal. 

April  27tli,  these  four  regiments  were  united  in  the  **Crocker  brijcade." 
jater,  it  was  usually  spoken  of  as  the  "old  Iowa  bri^^adeof  the  Seventeenth 
»rpj»."  In  the  absence  of  Col.  Crocker,  and  at  his  promotion,  the  briflrade 
vas  commanded  by  othera;  by  Col.  Reid  of  the  Fifteenth;  bv  Colonels  Hare 
ind  Hall  of  the  Eleventh;  by  Gen.  J.  M.  Tuttle;  by  Col.  Chambers  of  tho 
5ixteenth,  and  by  Col.  Shane  of  the  Thirteenth.  July  31, 1864,  Gen.  Bel- 
cnap  was  assi^^ned  to  tho  position.  While  this  greneral  temporarily  com' 
nanded  a  division  in  the  pursuit  of  Hood,  in  the  autumn  of  '64,  the  brigade 
vas  led  by  Lt.-Col.  Abercrombie  of  the  Eleventh,  and  later  by  Maj.  Pomutz 
>f  the  Fift(?enth.  Finally,  Gen.  Belknap  being  assigned  to  a  division, 
jt.-Col.  Beach  of  the  Eleventh  was  in  temporary  command,  till  brevet  Brig. 
Jen.  Hickenlooper  was  assigned  to  the  position,  .June  17, 1865. 

The  brigade  joined  in  the  siege  of  Corinth  and.  when  the  Rebels  evacua- 
ed,  helped  garrison  the  place.  June  27th,  the  Fifteenth  was  detailed  as 
)rovost  guard.  Maj.  Belknap  being  provost  marshal  under  Gen.  Ord,  com- 
nanding  the  post.  The  brigade  was  moved  to  Bolivar,  Tenn..  to  re-enforce 
xen.  Hoss.  Considerable  reconnoitering  took  place  here.  Col.  Murphy,  in 
uka,  att^icked  by  the  Rebels,  sent  for  re-enforcements,  and  the  Sixteenth 
vtks  det.viled  from  its  brigade  to  form  a  junction  with  Rosecrans.  It  thus 
>articipdted  alone  in  the  battle  of  iuka,  September  19th,  where  the  Fifth 
Iowa  so  distinguished  itself.  Of  the  Sixteenth,  Rosecrans  says:  "The  Six- 
eenth  Iowa,  amid  the  roar  of  battle,  the  rush  of  wounded  artillery  horses, 
ind  a  storm  of  grape,  canister  and  musketry,  stood  like  a  rock«  holding  the 
entfr.'*  The  remaind(>r  of  the  brigade  was  maa'hed  to  Corinth  September 
Mh,  while  Iuka  was  being  taken  by  Price.  It  was  then,  in  its  division, 
)laced  under  Ord,  to  co-operate  with  Rosecrans  in  retaking  Iuka— thus  not 
ngaging  in  that  battle,  fought  bv  Rosecrans  alone.  October  «3d  and  4th, 
he  brigade  took  gallant  part  in  tne  battle  of  Corinth,  and  lost  many.  (See 
hapter  14.)  It  joined  in  tho  pursuit,  returning  from  Ripley  to  Corinth, 
len.  Me  \rthur  now  suca.'eded  Gen.  McKean  in  command  of  its  division  (the 
Jixth).  Previous  to  this,  Lt.-Col.  Dewey  of  the  Fifteenth  had  become  colonel 
•f  the  23d  Iowa,  and  Ma,j.  B'^lknap  had  succeeded  to  his  place  in  the  rejri- 
nent.  Adjt.  Pomutz,  a  highly  accomplished  officer,  rendered  efficient  aid 
4  assistant  acyutant  gt'neral,  and  at  the  Siime  time  as  engineer  in  connect- 
ag  and  strengthening  forts,  constructinor  short  interior  lines,  etc.  October 
"^th.  Gen.  Hamilton  ^ucceeded  Gen.  Rosecrans  in  command  at  Corinth. 
soyember  2d,  Hamilton's  command,  including  the  Crocker  brigade  with  its 
livision.  joined  in  Gen.  (irant's  Mississippi  Ontral  railroad  cam pai||p.  On  the 
Sth,  tho  Third  corps  was  put  in  motion  for  the  winter  campaign  in  the 
ear  of  Virksburg.  Decnmber  10th,  [Missing  through  Oxford,  Gen.  Grant 
oview»'d  tlie  division  while  marching.  When  the  disastrous  surrender  of 
lolly  Springs  nut  an  enil  to  the  expedition,  the  brigade  guarded  the  railway 
ill  January  P2,  18t>:{,  when  it  n'turned  to  Memphis.  It  was  the  coldest 
nritt-r  known  f^or  years.  In  the  Thirteenth  regiment,  Mw.  Van  Hosen  had 
•'signed  Jaimary  2lHt,  and  was  succ'M»ded  by  A»ljt.  .las.  Wilson,  who  was  in 
urn  sue  ••M».led  by  Li»'ut.  H«»nry  H.  Rood.  A(ljt.  Wm.  T.  Clark  had  been 
•roinot'd  ;issistant  a<ljiitant  genf*ral,  and  rapidly  continued  to  rise  in  rank 
iitil  tinally  brevt»tted  major  gen^nil. 

JanU'trv  H,  1>^0:{,  MrArthur's  division  was  eml>arked  to  engage  in  the 
iroj»*rr  ol  ronn<*cting  I^k«»  Proviilence  with  the  Mi^Mssippi  river  by  canal. 
I"n.  M.-Ph'Tson  wan  now  place  I  in  command  of  the  S«jventeenth  army 
'»ri>-,  to  which  th«*  divisions  of  G»mi.  McArthur  and  (Sen.  (juinby,  previously 
mU'v  'I'H.  Hamilton,  wi're  united.  The  Crocker  brigade  (the  Thircf) 
ni*ainp«'l  ..n  tln»  north  hid«»  of  I^ke  Providence,  and  the  work  commenced. 
lurli  >i«  knt'<-;  ♦mi^u'mI.  K  irly  in  March,  the  S-»venteenth  corps  was  rigidly 
x.iiniii.'il  by  th»'  insp  'rtor  general.  Th*»  r»H."ords  of  the  Fifteenth  Iowa  met 
.'ith   -jM'i.il  approbiti«)n.   from   their  completMicis  and  correctness.      At 
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iii^lit.  on  March  lOtli.  tlie  cutting  of  th<)  dun  of  the  Mississippi  was 
announced  by  minute  ffuns.  The  Wdt**r8  of  tb>  river  were  twelve  feet 
highor  than  the  surface  of  the  lako,  und  nished  in  with  a  roar  like  Niagara. 
April  9th,  McArthur*8  division  was  addrcssal  on  the  subject  of  the  Presi- 
dent's emancipation  proclamation  by  GenoraU  lliomas,  McPhenton,  McAr- 
thur  and  Crockor,  and  Col.  Hcid.  btiicers  and  men  generally  regarded  the 
xnattcr  favorably,  and  the  officers  of  the  Crocker  brigade  transmitted  n^sola- 
tions  of  approval  to  the  governor  of  Iowa. 

The  brigade  now  entereil  on  (inmt's  Vicknburg  campaign.  Oen.  Crocker 
was  in  command  of  a  division,  and  the  brigade  was  nowunderCol.  Hall  of  tht) 
Kleventh.  his  regiment  being  led  by  Lt.-Col.  Abercrombie.  Col.  Reid  of  the 
Fifteenth,  being  promoted  brigadier  general,  was  8ucc«*eded  in  his  rt*giment 
by  Lt.-Col.  Belknap,  just  returned  from  staff  duty.  Joining  the  Vicksburg 
army,  on  the  left  of  McClemand's  corps,  the  brigade  participated  in  heavy 
skirmishing.  May  26th,  it  was  orden*d  on  a  reconnoitermg  expedition  to 
Mechanicsville.  Returning,  the  brigade  reached  Haines'  Bluff,  tlie  nitrht  of 
the  MUt  Col.  Chambers  of  the  Sixteenth  now  rejoined  his  command,  and 
led  the  brigade,  in  the  Fifteenth,  Maj.  Heilrick  was  now  lieutenant  colonel, 
and  Adjt.  Pomutz  major.  June  4th.  the  brigade  marched  to  the  rear  of 
Vicksburg,  taking  position  in  the  center  of  McPherson's  line.  By  day  it 
furnished  heavy  details  to  the  skirmish  line,  and  at  night  to  advance  the 


engageil  in  watching  Johnston.  It  was  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  that  Lieut. 
Samuel  Dufiin,  Company  K.  Sixtet^nth  Iowa,  was  given  the  gold  medal 
designed  for  the  **brav(»s't  and  l)est"  soldier  of  the  Seventeenth  army  corps. 
Thi^  brave  lieutenant  was  mortally  wounded  at  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June 
27,  1864.     After  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  the  brigade  performed  the  im- 

Jortant  duty  of  guarding  tiie  hultsistence  and  ammunition  train  toward 
ackson.  July  27tli,  it  wtiM  orden^  to  Vicksburg.  It  engaged  about  the 
middle  of  August  in  tlie  melancholy  expedition  of  (ien.  Stevenson  to 
Monro<\  Louisiana,  siiaring  in  the  forced  marches,  the  thirst,  heat  and 
exhaustion  of  that  profit le>s  and  painful  enterprise.  The  Kleventh  wan  led 
by  Msij.  Foster,  and  the  Tlnrtt»«*nth  by  Maj.  Walker.  The  i^mmand 
Evturned  Sept«Miiber  l\\.  After  this  there  followed  o<'CaKior.al  minor  expe- 
ditions. 

In  Janiiar}',  \^*'A,  the  four  regiments  Iwcanie  by  re-enlistment  veteran  reg- 
iments. They  participate.!  in  t)ie  Meridian  mid  of  (Sen.  Sherman,  and  in 
the  spring  went  home  to  low.i  on  veteran  fiirlougii.  Puring  their  absence 
from  the  field,  tin-  n«>n- veterans  of  tiio  briyiide  wen'  formed  into  the  Iowa 
Battalion  of  the  Si'v«*nteenth  corps  under  Maj.  fJeo.  r4)mutzof  the  Fifteenth, 
with  othciTs  detailed  trom  earii  rigim«'nt.  It  went  to  Cairo  and  garrisoned 
Mound  City  and  then,  with  >trong  re-enforcements,  joined  in  the  expedition 
under  (ien*  <ln»sh:iin  to  Clifton,  on  the  Tennessee  river.  It  arrived  at  Hunts- 
ville,  Alabama,  May  '^^th,  having  in  charge  1M)0  cattle  for  Sherman's  army. 
Hen*  the  briu'a«le  wa«.  ri-niiited.  Maj.  Pomutz  lH»camp  corps  provost  marshal 
on  the  staff  of  (i»Mi.  Frank  P.  Blair,  now  commanding  Seventeenth  army 
corps.  (.Jen.  Mcl'luT-on  ln'ing  plare<l  in  command  of  th«;  Department  and 
Army  of  tli«'  Ti-nnt's-ee.  'Ihe  Cnxker  brijjade  was  now  the  Third  und^r 
Col.  Hall,  of  the  K<iurtli  division.  (Jen.  Cro(ker. 

The  Atlanta  •  ampaigii  I'lM-ned.  Tlii-*  gallant  bri>r.ide  t()ok  conspicuous 
and  di><tinj:ui<hfd  part  in  that  long  hcries  of  bitth'-*.  U)e>cribed  in  chapter 
\1'k)  In  th«- hot  liattl"  »>f  July  '2-M  the  bravf  ^ixt«en*h  wa**  ca]>tnred  and 
with  it  th«*  irr»ater  i-.irt  *A  four  detaiheil  n>mp.uiit'><  nt  th«' Tiiirteeiitli.  The 
men  ^iiifferc'l  impii-i'mir-nt  at  Amlerx^nvill'*.  tli'»iiu'h  tin*  ^p-atiT  part  wen' 
exchangeil  in  tw-.  lUfntlH.  Tii''  oth-ers  ri'inaunMl  niii<  h  I'mgt'r.  The 
brigade  ji>in''  I  in  pnr-'iit  <•!  IIm.mL  <  )i  tobi-r  lUth,  the  Kilt»'enth  was  detailed 
to  es<'ort  tip-  cnri"-!  -apply  train  nf  *JI7  wa^'ons  by  way  of  A  Hat  oona  and 
Kingj^ton   t-i   tlie   Army   nf  tli..-    IVnnes-ie**.     November   l-Mh,  the  brigade 
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fitarted  with  the  army  on  the  "  March  to  the  Sea."  There  was  attached  to 
it  the  Thirty-seconJ  Illinois.  Arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Savannah,  the 
brij^e  with  its  division  was  enffasred  in  fiflrhtinfr  before  the  city  was  entered. 
'See  chapter  27.)  Then  Fort  McAllister  fell,  and  Commodore  Dahlfirren*8 
boats  arrived  bringing  sabsistence,  heavy  guns  and  the  lirdt  mail  for  six 
weeks. 
January  fi,  1865,  the  brigade  left  Savannah  with  the  army  for  the  North. 


opposite 

mnk.  The  Thirteenth  Iowa,  under  its  lieutenant  colonel,  J.  C.  Kennedy, 
enjoyed  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  hoist  the  Stars  and  Stripes  over  the 
»pital  of  South  Carolina,  where  the  first  banner  of  secession  had  been 
infurled  to  the  breeze.  This  regiment  had  nucceeded  in  the  daring  enter- 
jrise  of  making  irregular  entrance  into  the  city  about  three  hours  before  the 
brmal  entrance  of  our  troops.  At  Goldsboro  the  command  was  reviewed  by 
len.  Sherman,  with  Generals  Schofield  and  Terry  of  the  eastern  army.  In 
he  Fifteenth  regiment,  Lt.-Col.  Hedrick,  absent  from  wounds  received  at 
Vtlanta,  was  mustered  in  as  colonel,  Maj.  Pomutz  as  lieutenant  colonel  and 
]lapt.  Porter  as  major.  At  Raleigh  the  troops  were  again  reviewed  by  Gen. 
>herman,  in  presence  of  Gen.  Grant.  April  29th,  Sherman *8  army  was 
tarted  north.  In  Washington,  May  24th,  the  bravo  Iowa  brigade  was  a 
lonspicuous  feature  at  the  grand  review.  June  1st,  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
lessee  was  ordered  to  Ix)uisville,  and  .July  14th,  Gen.  Sherman  reviewed  the 
roops  and  bade  them  farewell.  During  the  same  month  the  different  regi- 
nents  of  the  brigade  were  mustered  out  of  the  service  in  which  their  bravery 
ind  fidelity  had  shone  ho  conspicuously. 

In  the  Thirteenth  regiment,  its  first  colonel,  Marcellus  M.  Crocker,  so  distin* 
ruished  and  beloved,  was  made  brigadier  general  November  29,  1862.  Col. 
as.  Wil8(m  was  brevetted  brigadier  general  March  13,  1865.  In  the 
•'ifteenth,  Hugh  T.  Heid.  first  colonel,  became  brigadier  general  March  Vl, 
86^).  Win.  W.  Belknap,  first  major,  was  made  brigadier  general  July  30. 
864,  brevet  major  g^-neral  March  14,  18H5,  and  Secretary  of  War  in  Gen, 
rrant*s  cabinet,  1869.  John  M.  Hedrick,  captain,  was  brevetted  brigadier 
renerul  March  13,  1865.  Lt.-Col.  Geo.  Pomutz  was  also  brevetted  brigadier 
general.  In  th<^  Sixteenth,  ("ol.  Chambers  was  brevetted  brigadier  general, 
nd  Col.  Sanders  on  March  16,  1865. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry, 


COLON  ELS.  XAJOBS. 


•UBOBOMS. 


CBAPUaMl. 


brah%m  M.  Ilarf.        jWm.  HalL. 
fm.  Hall.  jjdhn  i\  AborcromUf. 

ohn  (.'.  Abercromble.  (ThM.  Fowtrr. 
4*iijainin  I)4>ach.  I  John  C  Marvni. 


Wm.  WftUon.  ;Jnlm8.  WhlttlMey. 


Jolm  O.  Miller 


Chauncvy  H.  RMoalug* 
ton. 


LIKrT.  COLORKU.  AUJUTAHn.  AMT.  ■UBOSONI.  QUABTnUCAtTSmH 


t'm.  Hall.  iCoruellOfl  Uadle,  Jr.      Frederick  Uojd. 


ohn  (\  Abercrombio. 'Oliver  D.  Kinaman. 

*>n.1.  Ikmrb.  .John  (r.  Kaflej. 

(•hu  ('.  Marvon.  'Frederick  P.  Candee. 


John  O.  Miller. 
D.  P.  Johnson. 
J.  C.  Batdorf. 
Frederick  Meyer. 
Joneph  D.  Mllce. 
J.  R.  Duncan. 


Richard  Cadle. 
Henry  Le  Jarboe. 
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Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Thuifenih  Iowa  Infantry, 


OOLOXHIA 

KAJOmt. 

•UBOXOKI. 

CHAPI.AIN8. 

MaiwlliM  M .  Crocker. 
JohnBluuM. 

JUDM  WilMD. 

Johu  Hhane. 
Geo.  M.  Van  Homd. 
Jas.  Wilson. 
Wm.  A.  Walker. 
TlKNi.  P.  Bfarataall. 
Alonao  J.  Pope. 

Joseph  McKee. 
MoaM  W.  Thomas. 

John  Steele. 
JohnElrod. 

USVT.  COLOKBLS. 

Xilton  M.  Price. 
John  Bhane. 
Jas.  WllaoD. 
Jnsttn  C.  Kennedy. 


ADJUTAMTS. 


ASST.  aUBOXONa. 


QUAmTBBMASTCRfl. 


Wm.  T.  Clark. 
Jaa.  Wllsou. 
Hem  7  H.  Rood. 
Chas.  A.  Mjem. 


Jas.  II.  Boacher. 
Seneca  B.  Thrall. 
John  C.  Morrison. 
J.  I).  McCleery. 


!  Horatio  O.  Barner. 
'Stephen  Pardy. 
I  Richard  Kennttdy. 
Newel  C.  Keypf*. 


Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Fifteenth  Iowa  Infantry, 


COLONELS. 


XAJOB8. 


SUBOKOMS. 


Hugh  T.  Reld. 
Wm.  W.  BeUuap. 
John  M.  Hedrlck. 


UBUT.  COLOBKLM. 


W.  W.  Belknap. 
Wm.  T.  ConnlnRham. 
John  M.  UMlrlck. 
Ue<).  Pomutz. 
)a*.  H.  Porter. 


Wm.  II.  Bumham. 
Saml.  B.  Davis. 
Wm.  H.  Gibbon. 


CHAPLAINS. 

Wm.  wTEntabrook. 
Ensign  H.  King. 


ADJUTANTS. 


ASST.  SUBOBON8. 


QUABTXBMASTBBS. 


Wm.  Dewey. 
Wm.  W.  Belknap. 
John  M.  Hedrlck. 
aeo.Pomatz. 


Geo.  Pomutz. 
Eutfign  if.  King. 
Wm.  C.  Stldger. 


Wra.  H.  Oibbon. 
Wm.  W.  Nelson. 
Hezeklah  Flsk. 
John  C.  Johnson. 


John  M.  Hedrlck. 
Mortimer  A.  Hlgley. 
John  D.  Shannon. 
EUsha  W.  Elliott. 


Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Sixteenth  Iowa  Infantry . 


COLONELS. 


MAJOHN. 


SUBUEONS. 


CHAPLAIN*. 


Alez.  Chamber*. 
Joalah  T.  Herbert. 


Wui.  I'urccll. 
I  Johu  lifury  Smith. 
Ji>i*iali  T.  HertH-rt. 

P<"t«T  MllllT. 

luhn  F.  Cotiyngham. 


Jacob  II.  Oambum. 
I  Frederick  Lloyd. 
Josiah  L.  PhiiUpi*. 


UBUT.  OOLONELH. 


Addison  H.  Sauden*. 
John  H.  Smith. 
Joalah  T.  Herbert. 
Peter  MUler. 


AI>JUTA!STi«. 

JoMluri  T.  Herbert. 
Oliver  \'«'<iiii. 


ASST.  BUBUBONS. 


QUABTEBSCASTEBS. 


Jo-likh  L.  Pliilllps.  iChaif.  W.  Tracker. 

i>.  C.  Mt'Nril.  Fred.  Hope,  Jr. 

Fret'mau  IdcClelland.  iSmith  Spore. 

Dixoii  Alexaniler.  | 


TWKLFrU  IOWA  INF.VNTRY. 

This  r'jfini'Mit  w.i-i  (»r^Mi»izo«lat  Diibuqtn?  in  OctoliiTiiml  Xoveiubor,  H»)l, 
and  niu«*lt'rtHl  int«)  tlie  M-rvii-f  Nov.  Jotli,  witli  Jiidnph  J.  Woo  1?*.  a  W»'st 
Point  K*"iA^»i'it*'-  ii»"l  "^  mi;it,iiy  rxp«Tionc»',  as  roloii».*l,  Joliii  P.  Couitrr, 
lieutonaut  rol«»n»'l.  aiiil  S.  I),  lJr)tlt')v*ok,  major.  It  was  srnt  to  St.  Ii<)iii«:. 
In  tho  wintrr,  tli*'  ri'irmit'iit  siirt"''rel  ^ovfrely  fpun  r«ickn«*:"',  ab/)ut  7o  <lyin^. 
.Ian.  'JTth,  It  \v;n  intl'ir  I  t'»  n*p  •rt  to  G"ii.  ilrant  at  Tairo,  ill.  ThiTf,  it 
wassfnt  t'»  thf  ni(»;ith  nf  tli-  < '.wnli'frlarKi  nv.'r,  .in«l  »*->!. il»li'*li«*il  it«  ".■.imp  in 
tho  tit'ld.  F''l).  '>rli.  ir  j-im-.l  tho  oxp»*.lili.ni  au'-iiu-'t  F«)it  H»Miry.  Ittin- 
i!*hetl  its  iiard  m.nvli  jii.-t  in  Inii-'  to  .-•■♦•  tli»'  K  Mi  -N  r-'tr-Mtm:?  toward  Fort 
iHtneL-^on.  Fi*i«.  IJlri.  Wv  r''.,Miii'nt  w.i'*  .i^^uni- 1  to  Ti  >k  s  IjrikM'l'*.  Simtli's 
division,  and  t>ril"r.'d  l»  F«'ri  l^»n»"UiMi.  It  wa*i  ••nijai^f.l  in  th«' trout  lino 
in  tho  hattl»*<  of  F»'l».  1  '.tli.  I  Itii  an  I  l'»ili,  ti„'  itnii:  ifall.intly.  i-Sv  eli.ipt«*r 
lO.j    Att»T  til-'  •"iifU'l'-r,  tb  •  iv^Min»*nt  rLMnauifd  m  tho  fort  till  .March  iJtIi, 


5"S  IOWA   IN   WAH  TIMES. 


wh.'ii  it  moved  to  Piltaburg  Lnndinft.  It  was  now  brifraded  topather  wiUi 
til.'  Sei'ord.  Sein'tith  nnd  Kourteenth  Iowa,  under  Col.  J.  M.  Tuttle  of  tli* 
Sn-oud.  Gen.  W.  H.  L.  Walkce  coiumanded  the  diviiiioi^.  In  thosanituin- 
iiry  Ijaltloof  Sliiloh,  April  6th  and  7th,  the  Twelfth  fouitht  deBpemt^ly. 
(Si'C  i.-hapt«r  12.)  Entirely  surrounded,  it  was,  with  the  fourteenth  and 
Kighth.  compelled  to  surrender  about  sundown.  Col.  Woods  wa.s  left  upon 
the  Held  severely  wounded.  Capt.  Editington  had  taken  hU  place.  A  pain- 
ful captivity  of  nearly  eight  months  followed.  Officer;*  of  the  ranb  ol*  uap- 
tiiin  and  upward  were  imprisoned  at  Selma,  Ala.,  and  the  remniader,  witJi 
the  men.  in  wretched  prisons  in  varioiu  parts  of  the  state.  Ahont  half  of 
the  men  were  paroled  in  May  and  sent  to  St.  Louis.  The  remainder,  with 
the  otficer^,  were  only  paroled  and  uiiit«rl  at  St.  IjOuis  late  in  Novemher, 
th>'ir  ranks  tbinn<'d  and  enfeebled  by  the  sulferiosB  of  prison  life.  Thtt 
record  of  the  memtieni  of  the  regiment  who  from  various  caaaea  bad  eacuped 
caoiure  at  Shiloh.  will  be  found  in  the  sketch  of  the  Union  brigade.  In  th« 
latter  part  of  March,  18&i.  at!  of  the  Twelfth  were  re-auembled  at  St, 
Loui^.  und  reorganized  under  Col.  Woods,  Lt.-Col.  Coulter  and  M^,  Drodt- 
beck  having  resi^ni'd.  S.  R.  Edgington  was  niaile  lieutenant  colonel  and  J. 
H.  btilibs  major. 

April  U,  HG:;.  the  Twelfth  wa.^  ordered  to  join  in  the  Virkiburg  «un- 
paign.  Itrigadod  with  the  Eighth  and  Tbir^-Gfth  Iowa  infuntry  a*  tlio 
Tliird  liritrade.  under  Col.  Maiihies  of  the  Pitlh,  it  was  assigned  to  the 
Third  division,  Urig.  Gen.  Tiittle  commanding,  nnd  the  Fifteenlh  army 
corps  under  Uen.  SiieriuBn.  With  this  command  lie  regimant  marubnl 
I'riiin  Duckport,  La.,  Klay  2,  l8Si.  to  Jackson,  Hiss.,  where  it  engaeed  in  thn 
liattle  of  May  14th.  reuniting  in  the  capture  of  the  city.  After  th^  drstruc^ 
tion  of  railro.idH  and  rebel  property,  the  march  for  Vickeburg  was  lesiimed. 
Gon.  Sherman's  corps  taking  position  May  l>Kth.  The  regiment  was 
engaged  in  the  iiasaull^  of  the  IDth  and  32d  of  May.  (See  chapter  16.) 
,Inne  2-il,  it  was  si-nt  to  the  line  of  Black  river  to  gaiud  a^amst  Johnston. 
After  the  fall  of  VirkphurK-., 'illy  <th,  the  regiment  joined  in  tnesieffe  of  Jaek- 
ton.  wliicli  eu'k't]  l-v  tlie  enemy's  evocnatingthe  city.  It  wa^  In  Uxe  pnrtiut 
and  in  tlie  NkiriiiHii  .iL  Branrlou.  The  regiment  went  into  ramp  on  lilack 
nuT,  .Inly  'J'llh.  H.t"  LL-iA'!.  Eiigin(rton  of  tbe  Twelfth  having  resigned. 
Maj  John  II.  Slilili^nM.-;  appointed  to  his  plHi«.  Capt.  ViinUui«eorComptui<r 
1  lioing  appointed  to  the  majoKty.  Oct.  15(h,  the  regiment  was  in  an  expe- 
dition to  HrownsviUe,  Miss.  November  Tth,  it  embarked  for  Memphis. 
Here  its  division,  the  Third,  was  detached  from  the  Fifteenth  army  corp* 
and  asxigned  as  First  division  under  Brig.  Gen.  Tuttle.  to  Ihegiitoenlh 
army  corps  under  Maj.  Gen.  Unrlbul,  Its  brigade,  the  Third,  was  jitao«d 
uniler  the  command  of  Col.  J.  L  Geddea  of  the  Eiffhth  Iowa.  Tbe  diruion 
wa't  assigned  to  guard  duty  on  the  rwlroad,  the  Twelfth  Iowa  being  stationed 
at  Chewalla,  Tenn.  llie  re-enlistment  of  the  men  took  place  at  Christina* 
time.  The  skirmish  of  Goose  creek  trampired  early  in  the  morninir  Of 
D.'ci'mbtT  2!lth.  Companiea  I  and  G.  commanded  by  Capt.  Sumbardo  or  the 
former,  surrounded,  surprised  and  captured  19  of  the  Rebels  who  were  eigojr- 
ing  them<elv('S  at  a  dance.  Our  det«chmunt  auataineil  no  lom.  The  enemy 
li.ul  1  killed  und  4  wounded,  and  among  the  captured  were  a  ciiptsin  itoa 
Ml  uii'naiit.  The  railroad  from  Corinth  to  Memphis  wai  abandomnl  Feb.  1, 
l~i;t,  Tiie  'IVi'lllli  n-iw  joined  its  command  at  Vicksburg.to  pnt«Ton  Oen, 
^^lirrriMn'.-i  M''ii<li.<ri  raid.  Arriving  too  late,  it  wont  Into  camp  on  Black 
nv.'i*.  Ill  M^ircli.  I  >i!  Woods  procoe<led  to  Iowa  with  the  Tet^runa  of  Ilia 
r..-im'^iit.t.nvcnv,.t.iilough, 

KiM-i.'ciijlitih!;  ai  h.iveoporl,  April  22d.  the  veteran*  started  south  and 
u-.'iit  into  .  .iiii|>  III':'  I  M"mplii«.  On  tlie  14th.  six  companin  under  l.t.-CoI. 
Slilib-^  VI. ri-  iiiil'-rr  I  ti  the  north  of  White  nver.  Ark.,  a*  gairison.  On  liig 
J^Hi,  I'liur  I't  till'-"  iiinipuDiea  were  ordered  to  return,  leaving  two  at  the 
iio-(.  Alu'Lil  ilir'  ijuildlo  of  Juno,  the  veterans  of  the  rogiment  were  joinei 
by  il»  iioii-vi*ti''r.iii-^,  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  lied  liver campaigB 
nnilir  <i<ii.  A.  J.  Smith.     They  had  served  in  the  entire  expedition,  bul 
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been  in  the  battle  of  Old  River  Lake,  where  the  Rebels  were  defeated .  and 
had  lost  a  number  in  killed  and  wounded. 

The  Twt*lfth  was  now  asuif^ned  to  itu  old  place  in  the  Third  brin^e.  First 
division.  Sixt«<»nthanny  corps;  Gen.  Woods  commandinff  the  brij^de,  Gen. 
Mower  the  diviHion,  and  Maj.-Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  the  rifpbt  winf?  of  the  corps. 
With  this  command  the  re^pment  started  Jane  IC,  1864,  on  an  expedition 
through  MiRflis8i])pi.  On  July  Gth,  the  army  tamed  from  the  railway  and 
marched  to  the  viciniiy  of  Tupelo.  Here,  in  continued  fightinc;  on  the  13th, 
14th  and  15th  of  July,  Ir^.  the  Tweltlh  distin^ished  itself  anew  by  it« 
valor  and  endurance.  Lt-CoL  Stibbs  commanded.  (See  chapter  29).  The 
regiment  returned  to  Memphis  July  2;2d,  and  in  a  week  started  for  Holly 
Spring)).  Lt.-Col.  Stibbs  took  command  of  that  post  and  reouiined  there 
with  his  regiment.  During  incessant  rain.  Companies  A  and  F,  which  had 
distinguished  themselves  by  a  most  gdllant  defense  of  their  post  at  the 
mouth  of  White  nver.  Arkansas,  arrived  to  rejoin  the  regiment.  Com- 
manded by  Capt.  Hunter,  their  post  had  been  attacked  at  daylight  on  June 
22d,  by  from  400  to  600  of  Marmaduke's  men.  Springing  half  dressed  to 
armfl.  at  the  alarm,  they  were  met  by  a  bold  and  spirited  attack  of  the 
assailants.  Protecting  themselves  behind  their  slight  stockade,  the  little 
garrison  of  about  40  repulse<l  the  enemy,  he  leaving  20  killed  and  mortally 
wounded  on  the  field.  The  garrison  lost  1  killed  and  4  wounded.  Capt. 
Hunter  and  his  command  were  highly  complimented. 

The  Twelfth  returned  to  Memphis  August  ^^.  September  1st,  Mower's 
division,  including  the  Twelfth,  was  ordered  to  the  White  river,  to  clear  out 
rebel  blockading.  This  force  proceeded  to  Duval *8  Bluff,  disembarked  Sep- 
tember 7tb,  and  started  northward  in  pursuit  of  Price  and  his  forces  who 
were  invading  Missouri.  It  marched  via  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri,  to  Jef- 
ferson City,  and  westward  in  pursuit  of  Price  to  Hamsonville,  Missouri, 
where  the  infantry  abandoned  the  pursuit.  October  30th  it  turned  back, 
arriving  at  Jefferson  Barracks  November  15.  According  to  Miij.  Samuel  G. 
Knee's  official  history,  the  regiment  had  marched  within  thirty  days  r>4:} 
miles;  within  two  months  879  miles,  and  since  June  16th,  1,409  miles. 
November  2^id,  the  regiinent  embarked  for  Nashville,  Tennessee,  arriving 
December  l^t,  and  taking  position  in  Gen.  Thomases  line  of  defense. 
November  24,  1S<)4,  the  original  term  of  enlistment  having  expired,  the  non- 
veterans,  including  Col.  Woods  and  all  but  four  of  the  line  officers,  fell  out  of 
the  service  and  were  honorably  mustered  out  December  1st.  In  tbe  battle 
of  Nashville  of  the  15th  and  16th  of  December,  the  regiment,  commanded 
by  Lt-CoL  Stibbs,  was  gallantly  engaged  on  the  front  line,  and  conspicuous 
for  valor.  (See  chapter  28.)  Its  brigade  commander.  Col.  S.  G.  Hill  of  tlie 
Thirty-fifth  Iowa,  was  killed.  It  followed  in  pursuit  of  Hood  to  Clifton,  on 
the  Tennessee  river,  arriving  there  January  2,  1865.  It  now  proceeded  with 
the  Sixteenth  corps  to  Eastport,  Mississippi,  where  the  men  were  ordered  to 
erect  winter  quarters.  Here  Lt.-Col.  Stibbs  went  to  Washington  City  in  the 
service  of  the  government.  Capt.  Samuel  G.  Knee  was  promoted^  major, 
assume<)  command  of  the  regiment,  and  retained  it  during  the  remunder  of 
its  service.  The  only  rations  issueil  to  the  regiment  daring  part  of  the  time 
in  this  camp  conHJsted  of  com  in  the  eiir. 

Febi-uary  6th,  the  Sixteenth  army  corps  was  ordered  to  report  to  Gen. 
Canby,  in  preparation  for  the  Mobile  campagn.  The  regiment,  with  its  brig- 
ade, arrived  at  New  Orleans,  Febniary  2oth.  March  5th,  it  proceeded  to 
Dauphin  Island,  and  thence  against  Spanish  Fort,  Alabama,  which  place 
was  invested  March  27th.  The  regiment  was  in  the  front  line  during  the 
siege.  (Described  in  chapter  .S2.)  April  12th,  Mobile  was  evacuated,  and 
the  Sixteenth  corps  was  ordered  to  Montgomery.  Alabama.  Here  came  the 
first  news  of  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee.  May  11th,  the  Twelfth  was  ordered 
to  Selma,  Alabama,  to  remain  on  garrison  duty  through  the  summer.  The 
Sixteenth  army  corps  was  discontinued  August  8th,  and  the  troops  assigned 
to  duty  in  the  district  of  Montgomery.  Still  the  welcome  order  to  return 
home  did  not  come  to  the  Twelfth.    September  2:)d,  it  was  ordered  to  the 
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istrict  of  Talladegfa,  and  December  26th.  to  Memphis.  January  28,  1866, 
/as  tlie  joyful  day  of  musterinfir  out,  and  the  Twelfth  was  ordered  to  Davon- 
•ort,  Iowa,  for  final  pay  and  discharge,  thus  closinn:  its  chequered  and  brill- 
int  military  career.    Col.  John  H.  Stiblje  was  later  brevetted  brigadiet 

:eneral. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry, 


COLOmCLS. 

MAJOM. 

■X7BOBOH8. 

CHAPLAIVa. 

oeeph  J.  Woods, 
ohn  U.  Stibbs. 

Saml.  D.  Brodtbeok. 
Saml.  R.  Edglnffton. 
John  H.  SUbbci. 
Ed.  M.  Van  Dosee. 
Saml.  Q.  Knee. 
David  W.  Beed. 

Ohas.  0.  Parker. 
Sanford  W.  Huff. 

Albert  O.  Bberheart. 
Fred.  Humphrey. 

LIEUT.  OOLOMBLS. 


▲DJ17TAHT8* 


Asar.  auBOBom. 


ohn  P.  Coulter. 
«ml.  K.  Edglngton. 
ohn  H.  Stibbs. 
iaml.  G.  Knee. 


Nathaniel  E.  Donoan. 
Sylvester  R.  Bnrch. 


Wm.  H.  Finlej. 
MTron  Underwood. 
Edwin  Kirlrap. 
James  Barr. 


Joseph  B.  Dorr. 
Oeo.  H.  Morriser. 
Homer  O.  Morehead. 


FOURTEENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  mustered  into  service  at  Davenport,  November  6, 
861.  Somewhat  previous  to  this  date,  three  of  its  companies,  A,  6  and  C, 
vere  detached  and  sent  to  Fort  Randall,  Dakota  Territory,  to  perform  gar- 
isOQ  duty.  Thouifh  for  a  long  time  technicallv  a  part  of  the  Fourteenth 
•ejfiment,  they  were  never  under  command  of  its  colonel,  and  were 
eventually  formally  detached  from  the  regiment,  which  organized  other 
ompimics  in  their  stead.  The  three  original  companies  eventually  becune 
I  part  of  the  Seventh  cavalry  regiment  Wm.  T.  Shaw  was  made  colonel  of 
he  Fourteenth.  He  had  served  us  a  volunteer  in  the  Second  Kentucky 
luring  the  Mexican  War.  Edward  W.  Luca?  was  lieutenant  colonel  and 
iiram  Leonard  major.  In  the  last  of  April  the  regiment  left  for  St  Loais. 
i-'cbruary  .'),  ^62,  it  embark  rid  for  Fort  Henry.  At  Cairo,  it  had  seen  oar 
.'ictoriourt  gunboats  on  their  way  to  Fort  Donelson.  Arrived  at  Fort  Henry, 
t  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Fort  Donelson,  and  participated  in  the  battle 
)f  Fort  Donelson,  February  l:)th,  14th  and  15th.  (Described  in  chapter  10.) 
VI arch  7th,  it  embarked  for  Pittsburg  Landinff. 

hi  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  April  6th,  brigaded  with  the  Second,  Seventh  and 
rwelt'tli  Iowa,  the  bripide  letl  by  Col.  Tuttle  of  the  Second,  it  was  one  of  the 
levoted  retfimenti  that  fought  on.  till  surrounded  and  cut  off,  it  was  com- 
;)elle(l  to  surrender  at  sundown.    (See  chapter  12.)    The  captnred  offlcen 
ind  men  wt>re  h^ld  prisoners  in  the  South  untd  the   following  autumn. 
3otober   I'J,  1x^)2,  they    were    released    on    parole  and  sent  to  St.  Lionis, 
ivhert\  November  l*.)tli,  thev  were  declared  exchanged.    Here  they  were 
joine'l  by  tlie  nieiuberr*  of  the  regiment  who  had  escaped  capture,   most 
)f  whom  had  served  since  Shiloh  in  the  Union  Brigaae.    (See  sketch  of 
same.)    A    reorg-anization    now    took  place.    April    10,    186t^,   the   Four- 
teenth emiKirkeil  for  Cairo,  and  on  June  22d,   for  Columbus,   Kentucky. 
II 'Te.  th<'  ehan«*(^fl  of  war  kept  the  regiment  in   irksome  performance   of 
kT.irrir^on  <liity  tor  seven  months,  officers   and  men  longing  to  share  the 
iictive  campaiirn  of  Vicksburg  with  their  comrades  of  Donelson  and  Shiloh. 
Tanu.iry  22.  \Xi'A,  the  regiment  left  for  Vicksburf{,  well  prepared  by  effi- 
:>*' nf  (hill  for  action  in  the  field.     It  was  assigned  to  the  Second  brigade, 
Tnird  division.  Sixteenth  army  corps,  ('ol.  Shaw  commanding  the  brigade. 
It  took  part  in  tii>*  month  of  February  in  the  famous  Meridian  raid  under 
liin.    Sherman.     Lt.-Col.    Newbold  was   in    command    of   the   regiment 
U'>turnin^  to  Vicksburg,  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith's  command,  being  two  divisions 
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of  the  Sixteenth  corps,  one  of  them  tho  Third,  was  immediately  ordered 
to  ansUt  in  the  Red  nver  expedition  under  Gen.  Bulks.  Proceedinv  up 
the  Red  river  to  tbe  Atchafala^a,  CoL  Shaw's  brigade,  including  the  i« our- 
tecnth,  Twenty-seventh  and  Thirty-second  Iowa  and  Twenty-fourth  Missouri, 
was  conspicuoud  for  gaUantry  at  Bayou  de  Glaize,  and  at  the  successful 
assault  of  Fort  de  Russey.  At  Alexandria,  Gnen.  Banks  was  concentrating 
his  forces,  preparatory  to  moving  on  Shreveport,  and  took  the  campaign 
under  his  durect  command.  It  proved  a  melancholy  series  of  failures,  the 
brilliant  episode  of  Fort  de  Russey  not  being  repeated. 

April  9th,  Pleasant  Hill  was  fought— and  desperately  fought.  Col. 
Shaw*s  brigade  met  the  greatest  shock  of  the  battle,  and  t>ore  itself  with 
unflinching  endurance  and  marvelous  courage.  Lt.-Col  Newbold  of  the 
Fourteenth  was  slain.  On  the  following  day  Gen.  Bank^  began  a  retreat. 
Gen.  Smith  with  his  troops  continuing  to  the  Missisnippi.  Ttie  retreat  was 
harassed  by  the  enemy,  tnere  being  much  skirmishing  and  some  loss  on  our 
side.  At  Centerville,  April  23d.  the  Fourteenth  had  4  wounded,  and  at 
Mooro^s  Plantation,  May  5th  to  7th,  8.  May  18th,  at  the  battle  of  Yellow 
Bayou,  the  Fourteenth,  commanded  by  Capt.  L.  A.  Crane,  lost  12  wounded 
and  1  killed.  The  promptitude  of  the  othccrs  commanding  the  Fourteenth, 
'1  wenty-seventh  una  Thirty-second  Iowa  regiments  secured  the  safety  of  the 
army,  says  Col  Shaw.  The  regiment  with  its  command  was  in  the  battle  of 
Lake  Chicot,  Arkansas,  June  6,  1864,  and  arrived  at  Memphis  June  10th. 

Gen.  Smith 'm  army  started  now  on  an  expedition  into  Mississippi,  against 
Forrest  and  Lee.  At  Tupelo,  where  the  Twelfth  Iowa  so  disungoished 
itself  in  the  battle  of  the  12th,  13th  and  14th  of  July,  the  Fourteenth,  being 
with  its  brigade  assigned  to  duty  as  train  guard,  did  not  actively  participate; 
but  being  under  tire,  lost  on  the  14th  of  July,  2  kided  and  2  mounded.  It 
participated  at  Town  Creek  on  the  15tb.  (See  chapter  29.)  'Vhe  Fourteenth 
now  returned  to  Memphis,  and  after  a  few  weeks  march^  into  Mississippi 
again  as  far  as  Oxford,  occasionally  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  It  returned 
agam  to  Memphis,  and  went  atler  a  time  with  its  command  to  Cairo.  Thence' 
Gen.  Smith  was  ordered  to  St.  Louis  to  aid  in  repelling  Price.  A  detach- 
ment of  four  companies  of  the  regiment  was  taken  to  rdot  Knob  to  re-en- 
force Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr.,  m  command  of  that  post.  After  two  days' 
defense,  the  post  wan  blown  up,  and  Gen.  Ewing,  cutting  his  way  through 
the  enemy,  retreated  with  his  force  to  Rolla,  tigbting  on  the  way.  Ibe 
port  of  the  regiment  not  at  Pilot  Knob,  engaged  in  the  meantime  in  chasing 
Price  across  Minsouri.  The  regiment  reassembled  at  St.  Louis  November  2d. 
Not  enough  re-enlistments  having  taken  place  to  enable  it  to  retain  its 
organization  as  a  veteran  regiment,  it  returned  to  Davenport  and  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service.  Thus  passed  out  ot  existence  one  of  lowa*s  best  regi- 
ments. Two  companies  remaining  of  veterans  and  recruits  whose  time  had 
not  expired,  they  were  formed  into  the  "  lU^iduary  Battalion,"  moved  to 
dpringtield,  lllinbiM,and  portbrmed  guard  and  provost  duty  till  after  the  close 
ot  the  war.  In  August.  18G5,  the  battalion  was  honorably  mastered  out  of 
service. 

In  reading  the  military  record  of  Col.  Shaw,  it  would  be  naturally  expected 
that  he  should  ri.ne  to  a  high  rank  in  the  service  he  so  adorned  by  his  mili- 
tary merit.  Bat  on  a  charge  preferred  by  superior  otKcers  our  government 
diiimibsetl  him  from  the  service  in  the  autumn  of  1{^4,  whde  in  command  ot 
a  division.  The  cause  of  enmity  was  a  letter  of  his,  indiscreetly  pub- 
lished, reflecting  in  strong  language  on  the  management  of  the  Red  river 
campaign,  amid  whose  sombre  reverses  the  deeds  of  himself  and  the  Iowa 
men  threw  the  only  lights.  The  government,  seeing  later  its  injustice, 
revoked  Col.  ^haw'd  dismissal,  making  it  an  honorable  mustering  out,  to 
date  with  that  of  his  regiment 
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THE  SEVENTEENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

.ii'Dt  tvii^  muatered  into  the  service  at  Eeokuk,  April  16,  1^G3. 

akin  w'^s  mude  colonel.  David  U.  Uillis,  lieutenaat  cotonnl,  and 

rial',  major.     It  was  sent  lo  St.  I/)uit,  anil  embarked  May  Titb 

■  I  jimiiiit'.  Tenn.    From  here  it  joined  the  army  engagei  in  tlio 

ndi.    May  28tli,  the  regiment  was  occupied  la  ao  ;iJffair  of  two 

I.     ut'iif  of  developing  the  strenttth  and  pkiin  of  the  entnay. 

.  ■       I  it.,(  tliencrtday,  and  the  Seventeenth  joined  in  the  pur- 

M'-s  ,  then  retracintt  its  atepa  to  Coriatb,  where  it  went 

I  I  'r''i'k.     .luno  2Tth,  the  retciment  letl  camp  on  u  iMXMlt  in 

.  J  V  SprinKa.  Misa.     At  Kipley  it  received  orders  to  return. 

:  i.'n.'f'k  July  Ist.    Auiput  15th,  it  miuuhed  lo  Judnto. 

'  "Mi.il  aoout't  into  the  vicinity,  it  remained  till  September 

:.>.|  towaidluka. 

:■•'  tfgiiavat  took  part  in  the  battle  of  laka.     In  \itit,  lU 

'Uiiii:indi'J  by  Col.  Kiuikia.  whose  resi)(nation,  pr«vtoniily 

r.  II  I'fTect.     Ue  fumiahed  no  report  of  the  part  taken  by 

I'lii.'^i^mi'iit.    The  Seventeenth  had  the  misfortune  hera 

I  'Wa.  Kusecrans.  but  it  ii  believed  thHt  this  censan 

<        '^Vi.'vi.T,  liiU-r  commandinR  the  re^fiment.  in  his  official  ki^ 

-  .II'  .  -A\-^:    "The  reRiraent  condaoted  itself  in  a  manner  of 

^.-iLi'  I  It'. 'I  in  trulv  proud  as  of  any  lubieijuent  engnRentunt.'" 

.  \',i  ■  liiu.i  Colonels,"  states  that  uontuaion  in  the  regimrnt  WU 

[■■iriiin  111  ItowcrAus's  body  guaid.    The«c,  in  reconDoiterinsin 

-ii:  I  I  i-i  il  .idJ  alarmed  by  the  terrible  Gro  which  met  them,  rod* 

^        I  li.kiliod  through thelinesof  the Sevenl«enth  lows,  [tnwn 

.  I.  liiiLK^kio);  down  and  injurinRneveral  men.    This  w-nirB- 

ViiiiuL  the  Kame  juncture.  Col.  Kunliin's  honr.  beiuir 

iii,i^-r?.i)jle.threwhisrideTafainsttheroot«of  atre«,  when 

l|l1>.>lt^'d  to  bo  dead,  till  late  that  ni^bt.    L.  D.  IngonoU, 

'   li'''l'clliiin."  says:     "The  censure  of  Qen.  Kosecmnt  WW 

'     I  I  hi'  regiment  ww  throwo  into  confuKion.  il  wiu  bocUM 

i.iiii|>L-i.li.'  through  it4  lines  of  the  iro>>eml  uoromamliiijf, 

I'l  I  li^iima  ataff."    The  Seventeenth  joined  in  tlio  punnnt, 

I  ,iiid  remaining  nntil  October  '2d,  when  it  Rumdied  ta 

<.  I   }iii  ijf  Octolier,  the  leKiment,  led  by  Cul.  Uanburjr  of  tkfl 

I'l    il  Uie  Uiltic  ol'  Corinth,  winnina  bigb  distinction  (or  tU 

I'liirin);  the  colon  of  Uio  Kortietb  tfissittippi.  and  elidt- 

I     .         r.iiii  tiie  Ibllawioji  con KTiitulatory  order:    "ThefieDerat 

:  t'.rboiLr  tOKivuphioEunttoiaitny,  besides  the  brave  man 

I  .I'l,  ))y  imnouncing,  in  advauice  of  the  reKular  mden, 

I     II' Il  Iowa  infantry,  by  its  gallnQtrr  in  the  battle  ot  Cor- 

Hh  '>(  Ddober,  charging  the  enemy  una  captotinK  the  HitBOt 

.Mi'i-i'isippi,  has  amply  Atoned  for  its  nuifortune  at  lukn.  luid 


THE  SEVENTEENTH  INFANTRY.  513 

Biands  among  the  honored  regiments  of  his  command.  Long  may  they  wear 
with  increaftin(|[  briffhtness  the  honors  they  have  won/*  The  regiment 
joined  in  pursumg  the  enemy.  Arrived  at  Corinth  October  14th,  it  went 
mto  camp  and  prepared  winter  quarters,  but,  November  2d,  was  ordered  to 
take  up  hne  of  march.  It  arrived,  via  Grand  Junction  and  Davis  Mills,  at 
Moscow,  Tenn.  While  here,  the  regiment  had  charge  of  a  forage  train  of 
175  wagons,  which  were  loaded  in  the  enemy *8  lines  and  brought  safely  back 
to  Moscow.  November  ;^h,  in  Gen.  Grant's  first  effort  against  Vicluburg, 
march  was  resumed  toward  Grenada,  crossing  the  Tallahatchie  river  and 
pressing  closely  the  Rebels  who  retreated  daily,  skirmishing  with  our 
advance.  The  regiment  remained  on  the  Yohnapatafa  river  on  heav>'  picket 
duty  till  December  21st.  The  expedition  having  been  abandoned,  the  Sev- 
enteenth Iowa  was  ordered  to  Holly  Springs.  December  26th,  with  its 
<livision,  it  went  to  Memphis  with  a  supply  train  of  625  wagons  to  procure 
food  for  the  needy  army.  Guerrillas  haiussed  the  way.  Arriving  at  Mem- 
phis on  the  29th,  on  the  31st  the  division  started  back  with  the  loaded  train. 
At  Collierville,  Tenn.,  it  was  relieved,  and  the  tieventeenth  Iowa  was 
assigned  to  duty  at  Bray*8  Station,  guarding  railroad.  From  Helena, 
March  22d,  it  engaged  in  the  Yazoo  Pass  expedition,  returning  to  Helena 
April  11  th. 

April  17th,  the  regiment  embarked  on  the  last  and  successful  Vicksburg 
campaign,  reaching  Grand  Gulf  May  Ist.  It  arrived  at  Port  Gibson  just 
after  the  battle,  and  en^ged  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  It  approached  Ray- 
mond on  the  12th,  in  time  to  participate  in  the  close  of  the  engagement. 
May  14th,  it  led  with  its  brigade  the  advance  toward  Jackson.  When  the 
battle  opened,  the  Seventeenth  joined  in  a  gallant  charge,  before  which  the 
Rebels  tied  through  the  city  which  our  troops  entered.  The  Seventeenth 
left  heavily.  The  next  day  our  force  marched  toward  Vicksburg.  At  Clin- 
ton, the  Seventeenth  was  detached  to  remain  for  picket  and  personal  guard 
du^  for  Gen.  Grant,  at  his  headquarters,  but  early  the  next  morning.  May 
16to,  the  booming  of  cannon  announce  the  opening  of  the  battle  of  Oham- 

gion  Hills.  Gen.  Grant  ordered  the  Seventeenth  on,  and  it  hastily  marched 
>r  the  front.  In  this  hot  contest,  the  regiment  was  distinguished  for  its 
Imivery,  and  lost  heavily.  (See  chapter  18.)  It  was  left  to  bury  the  dead 
and  care  for  the  wounded,  while  our  army  pursued  the  enemy.  It  was  then 
ordered.  May  20th,  to  Vicksburg,  and  participated  in  the  assault  of  the  22d. 

June  26th,  it  was  one  of  the  two  regiments  designated,  in  its  division,  to 
assist  Gen.  [x>gan*s  division  in  holding  and  defending  Fort  Hill,  now  mined 
and  in  r^idiness  for  blowing  up.  It  was  blown  up  early  in  the  afternoon, 
destroying  the  center  of  the  fort,  which  was  immeaiately  occupied  by  troops 
of  Gen.  Lo(<an. 

These,  within  a  few  feet  of  the  enemy,  maintained  a  peculiar  contest  in 
the  effort  to  expel  them.  Eleven  o*clock  at  niffht  came,  the  time  for  the 
Seventeenth  to  enter  and  carry  on  the  fight,  which  it  did  till  two  in  the  morn- 
ing. Half  of  the  regiment  sat  on  the  broken  parapet,  reaching  over  and  aim- 
ing down  at  the  enemy,  within  six  or  eight  feet  of  them,  while  the  other 
half  loaded  and  handed  them  the  guns.  The  Rebels  threw  many  hand  gren- 
ades which  exploded,  wounding  and  killing  in  a  fearful  manner.  In  these 
three  hourn,  the  Seventeenth  lost  37  men  killed  and  wounded. 

On  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  July  4th,  the  regiment  camped  in  that  city  until 
September  9th.  when  it  was  ordered  to  re-enforce  Gen.  Steele,  operating 
against  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  On  arriving  at  Helena,  information  \yeing 
received  of  the  occupation  of  Little  Rock  by  the  federal  force,  the  regiment 
awaited  orders  to  rejoin  its  corps,  the  Seventeenth,  at  Vicksburg.  September 
29th,  orders  were  received  to  proceed  to  Memphis  and  there  join  Sherman's 
Fifteenth  corps  that  was  prejparing  for  the  Chattanooga  campaign.  October 
12th,  the  Seventeenth,  with  its  new  command,  started  for  Chattanooga,  arriv- 
in^r  November  19th.  On  the  25th,  the  re^ment  was  engaged  at  the  battle  of 
Miinon  Ridge,  and  the  next  day  joined  in  the  pursuit.    (See  chapter  21.) 

I.  W.  T.-33 
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December  2tl,  the  regiment  marched  to  Bridfifeport,  Ala.  On  the  22d,  it  was 
again  on  the  march  to  lluntsville,  Ala.,  where  it  was  engaged  in  an  occasional 
Bcout.  and  in  guarding  large  forage  trains,  collecting  grain  and  other  prod- 
ucts for  phipmont  to  the  rest  of  the  army  corps  and  to  the  Army  or  the 
Cumberland.  February  1,  1864,  Col.  Wever  was  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  the  post  at  Huntsville,  and  the  regiment  performed  provost  duty.  April 
I  fit,  the  veteran  re-enlwtment  took  place.  Nearly  all  re-enlisted,  but  the 
Seventeenth  wus  so  thinned  in  its  ranks  that  the  namber  was  barely  suffi- 
cient  to  enable  it  to  retain  its  organization. 

In  June,  the  regiment,  being  on  its  way  to  join  its  division,  concentrating 
to  be  taken  to  the  front,  was  met  at  Kingston  by  the  order  to  proceed  to 
Tilton,  a  place  on  the  railroad  on  the  line  of  Gen.  Sherman*s  communications. 
Ureuchea  there  July  2d,  and  under  Lt.-Col.  Archer  passed  the  summer 
patrolling  the  fifteen  miles  of  railway  between  Dal  ton  and  Resaca.  In  the 
arst  of  October  Gen.  Hood,  operating  offensively  against  Gen.  Sherman's 
line  of  communiciitions,  after  being  defeated  at  Allatoona  by  Gen.  Corse, 
turned  and  directed  tlie  corps  of  I>*c  on  Resaca,  that  of  Cheatham  on  Dalton, 
Euid  that  of  Stewart  on  Tilton.  Then  followed  the  attack  on  Tilton  and  the 
capture  of  the  brave  Seventeenth.  (See  chapter  28.)  Col.  Wever  of  the 
Seventeenth,  commanding  a  brigade  at  Resaca,  was  enabled  to  hold  his  post. 

In  the  winter  of  1S64-5,  Col.  Wever  accompanied  to  Iowa  on  veteran  fur- 
lough the  little  band  remaining  of  the  Seventeenth.  They  nambered  45.  The 
pathetic  scene  of  their  reception  at  Keokuk  is  thus  given  by  the  Gate  City: 

**  There  were  few  of  them.  Their  battle  flag  was  worn  and  faded,  and 
torn  by  bullets,  and  still  it  waved  in  front  of  them,  and  still  the  noble  few 
clustered  round  it." 

After  the  expiration  of  their  furlough,  under  Col.  Wever,  they  went  by  way 
3f  New  York  and  ioined  Sherman's  forces  at  Savannah,  from  which  point  they 
participated  in  the  perilous  march  northward,  and  joined  in  the  grand 
review  at  Washington. 

Col.  Wever  was  bn'vetted  brigadier  general  February  9, 1865.  Col.  Hillis 
was  also  made  brigadier  general  by  brevet. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Seventeenth  Iowa  Infantry. 


COLOJtXLf. 


MAJOSa. 


■UMBOllt. 


1 


lohn  W.  Rink  in. 
David  Hurke  Ilillin. 
UUrk  Ru»i4(*n  Wuvcr. 
i^ampMm  M.  Archer. 


UKCT.  OOLOJtXLS. 


■Hamuel  M.  Wlae. 
Hampaon  M.  Archer. 
John  F.  Waldeo. 
Wm.  Uorner. 
Harry  M.  Kenderdine. 

ADJOTAHTR. 


Nathan  Odell. 
Jacob  H.  Kals . 
ChrUtopher  0.  Biaer. 


Wm.  Wllaon. 


AB«T.  auBOBOira. 


QUAB' 


David  U.  HllliH. 
niark  R.  Wovor. 
Bampflon  M.  Archer. 
Wm.  Hom»^r. 


Houthwiok  (hilhrle. 
Fletcher  Wo«>laey. 
(ie<>.  A.  Jonoa. 


Ed.  J.  MoOorrlsk. 
Ohriat.  O.  Biaer. 
Wm.  F.  Ooleman. 
Wm.  D.  Baroiaj. 


Edwin  J.  Aldrtch. 
Darid  N.  OorgM. 


EIGHTEENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

TiiiH  regiment  was  organized  at  Clinton,  Iowa,  and  mastered  into  the  tenricc 
August  G,  1X02.  .lohn  Edwards,  a  man  of  state  prominence,  and  an  aide  to 
the  governor,  w,i»  ma<le  colonel,  Thos.  Z.  Cook  was  lieuttmant  colonel,  and 
\\\\m\\  J.  (\impbell  lUiMor.  Like  the  Seventeenth,  thiH regiment  was  received 
bv  tliH  ITnit»Ml  States  ifovernment  by  specia'  onler,  the  Sixteenth  having  com- 
pl«*t«Ml  tin*  i\\vA.\  of  low.i  umler  the  Preside nt*»»  call  for  :H)0,000.  AagUftt  11th, 
th«'  Kightvr'iith  w.is  HiMitto  Sedalia,  Mo.,  and  from  there  ordered  to  Springfield. 
wh«Ti*  it  arrive  1  Sfpt«-mber  l;Uh.  There  Gen.  Schofield  organized  the  Arm?  of 
the  KrontiiT.  iuitl  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  was  assigned  to  iheFimt  brigade.  Col. 
Hii4e  I  of  the  S'.'v.-nth  Missouri  calvary  commanding,  and  to  the  Second 
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iHvision,  Brig.  6on.  Totten  commandins^.  Gen.  SchoBeld  now  proceeded  to 
opt^rate  au^ainst  the  enemy  in  soulhwest^m  Miflsouri.  There  waa  a  rapid 
pursuit  of  the  Rebels  to  Fuyetteville,  ArkunRan,  with  frequent  skirmishing, 
dnrinijr  which  the  retfiment  lost  1  killed  and  •<  wounded,  llie  Army  of  the 
Frontier  returning  to  Misnouri,  the  fc)ighteenth  was  ordered  a^in  to  Spring;- 
field,  arriving?  November  14th.  The  young:  re^ment  havm^r  been  thus 
rudely  initiated  into  campaicrning,  without  previous  experience,  lost  heavily 
by  exposure  and  fatigue.  Measles  also  broKe  out,  so  tnat  during  the  cam- 
piugn,  from  both  exposure  and  disease,  it  lost  90  men. 

The  winter  piissed  monotonously  at  Springfield,  but  on  January  8,  186.'^ 
the  Eighteenth  Iowa,  aided  by  a  few  hundred  militia,  distinguished  itself  by  a 
conspicuouHly  gallant  defense  against  «V>00  Rebels  under  Marmaduke.  (See 
chapter  20.)  The  regiment  still  remained  at  Sprmgtield  on  garrison  duty. 
In  April  of  18C3.  Col.  Edwards  was  placed  for  a  time  in  command  of  the 
post.  During  spring  and  summer,  portions  of  the  regiment  under  Mig. 
Campbell  made  three  marches  of  110  miles  each,  two  of  them  forced.  In 
the  last  of  the  marches,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Cassville,  Missouri,  to 
co-operate  in  heading  otf  the  retreat  of  Shelby,  who  had  invaded  Missouri 
and  penetrated  nearly  to  the  Missouri  river.  October  9th,  Springfield  being 
in  danger,  part  of  the  regiment  was  ordered  back  by  forced  marches.  October 
16th,  Companies  I)  and  F,  under  command  of  Capt.  Ray,  marched  from  Cass- 
ville to  Fayettevillc  as  escort  to  a  supply  train.  At  Cross  Timbers  ihey  were 
attacked  by  500  of  the  enemy  who  were  routed  with  loes  after  a  sharp  contest 
Col.  Edwards  was  now  in  command  of  the  District  of  Southwest  Missouri.    He 

Snrsued  Shelby,  who  was  making  a  raid  into  the  state,  and  October  17th,  at 
le  head  of  his  regiment,  excepting  Companies  D  and  F,  continued  the  par- 
suit  into  Arkansas,  forming  a  part  of  the  force  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen. 
John  McNeil.  October  31,  IS&i,  he  arrived  with  his  force  at  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas,  they  having  marched  night  and  day  in  the  vigorous  pursuit,  ford- 
ing deep  streams  and  crossing  the  Boston  Mountains.  Here  the  Eighteenth 
was  again  placed  on  garrison  duty. 

In  December,  Col.  Edwards  was  placed  in  command  of  the  post,  and  in 
January,  1864,  was  put  in  command  of  a  brigade  composed  of  the  Eighteenth 
Iowa,  Second  •  Kansas  cavalry.  First  Arkaasas  infantry,  and  the  Second 
Indiana  b.ittery.  Soon  after,  the  Secon  1  Arkansas  infantry  was  substituted 
for  the  Second  Kansas  cavalry  in  this  brigado.  In  January,  1864,  an  attack 
was  threatened  upon  a  supply  train  bound  for  Little  Rock  and  guarded  by  a 
detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  under  Capt.  Clover.  A  portion  of  Uie 
regiment  under  Lt.-Ool.  Campbell  was  sent  January  2d  to  re-enforce  him. 
It  returned  January  8th  to  Fort  Smith,  after  marching  seventy-fire  miles  in 
the  depth  of  winter,  through  six  inches  of  snow,  without  tents  or  shelter.  The 
remainder  of  the  winter  was  spent  in  excessive  labor  in  fatigue,  esoort  and 
guard  doty,  all  on  half  rations. 

March  22.  1864,  the  Eighteenth,  commanded  by  Capt.  Duncan,  moved 
with  the  Third  division,  under  Gen.  Thayer,  to  join  Gen.  Steele.  This 
general  was  moving  on  Camden,  Arkansas,  with  the  Seventh  army  corps  to 
co-operate  with  Gen.  Banks  in  the  Red  River  expedition.  Col.  Edwards 
commanded  the  First  brigade.  The  junction  with  Steele  was  made  at 
Elkins'  Ferry.  (The  campaign  is  descnbed  in  chapter  24.)  The  regiment 
participated  in  the  various  battles  of  the  campaign.  April  18th,  in  a  des- 
perate encounter  at  Poison  Springs,  the  Eighteenth  fought  with  a  bravery 
and  determination  never  exceeded. 

May  15,  I'^BI,  the  regiment  returned  to  Fort  Smith,  having  marched  730 
miles  through  smimps  and  over  mountains,  wading  whole  davs  and  nights  in 
mud  and  water,  and  having  part  of  the  time  only  raw  corn  for  rations.  An 
official  history  of  this  regiment,  by  Col.  Hugh  J.  Campbell,  shows  a  record 
of  endurance,  privation  and  hardship  almost  incredible.  The  life  at  Fort 
Smith  during  the  remaining  summer  and  the  autumn  of  1864,  and  the 
ensuing  winter,  was  a  variation  of  severe  marches,  with  intervals  employed 
in  severe  labor  on  the  fortifications  and  heavy  guard  daty.    Plenty 


)1C  IOWA  IS  WAB  TIMES, 

[nknown.     Tbo  rations  never  went  over  two-tliiri!n,  ami  were  much  of  Uic 
imo  (fuwQ  to  nnivhiilf.    One  march  was  begun  May  25th  by  the  reKiineiit 

iiil  siiiup  Kiiii-i.i-i  tMn)|n,  all  under  Lt.-Col.  Campbell,  to  Clarksville,  Arkan- 

■  I-   '■' ;  '    !■  ■■!■  II  rhi-  niiviuition  oF  the  river,  which  wtu  neceesary  to  f upptv- 

■  liiin-i-t[(i(is.     Two  men  were  killed bygnerrillas.     Whil* 

•   I    ■    ■■   I         I '.KuiiitnvO,  Eighteenth  Iowa,  with  28  men  in  cliMKO  of 

iii.iiktiil  liy  40  Kebele,  but  tepulwd  thoui  anil  saved  til« 

:   Hiiiml-'il.  and  Uie  enemy  loain«  4.     August  6lh,  lieu.. 

I :.  ''\  lili;  to  be  evacnatei],  and  the  troopu  raarclied  back  lo 

■   I  I  111-  baraased  by  the  enemy. 

■    1  I     .      i     ,L  hi  l>ci'raljer  therefrinieotWiaon  foureipeditionmindw 

I  111  November  23d,  it  started  for  Fort  Giliaon  to  m«ot  a 

I'.j'      1:1'  ',  II  .11!   <!'  VKI  vingonit  duAtined  for  the  needy  narri^on  at  Pott 
ii;:li      ■11   ■I'tiin.',!   liv  the  enemy.     Arrived   there,  it   waa   ordered   with 

III ij'  -  III  iri,ii'L'h  xLill  a  hundred  miles  to  Neosho  CroiiiiiK.    TUu 

I-  ri  li  I  I  I  .    i.Li;  n,-.  111!  the  w,iy  a  peck  of  raw  corn  each,  andu  littiiMMffw. 

l:'ii    , ■   u-1^  killed  on  the  way.  and  itanpowdor  wa»  sutistitillcd 

I,         iilT'Tt'd   more  from  exhiinitlion  than  in  any  procediiur 

I    II  .        ii;i  waa  met.  and,  under  oharffo  of  Lt.-Col.  C>iinpbffll, 

:     .  I    I      I  :   >'   >;ilHi]n  to  Port  Smith,  reach  inK  there  December  11th. 

.iiithed  it*20  miles,  making  night  inarches, and  fording 

I  I    ■■.  ti)Lir  coiu[nnie9  under  Maj.  Morey  were  orderwl  to  Van 

\  I     '    ii'-rform  garrison  and  escort  duty  until  July  t>lh,  Uaj. 

1  III.-,  of  the  |XMt.    At  Fort  Smith,  a*  regarded  provitiomi, 

"  111  a  iwl  fii,''  as  Gen.  Edwards  wrote.    But  lu  January 

:    I  ■■  I  '    I   -ti'aiuers  arrived,  and  plenty  again  reiimed.     In  Strp- 

'  IMward^  was  promoted  brigadier  ^nerol,  and  IJwxm- 

'   ;   '    '  '    '  i'.i|>t>i'll  U^oame  colonel.     Joseph  K,  Morey  had  boen  tor 

inly  G,  1*"!,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Little  Bock. 

:   i.  I  [.lilt  of  thp  nerrice,  returninK  homefor  final  dischai^. 

:  I         I  ilii'  Eiu'ht<<i>nth  Iowa durin(( the  war  in  localities  wbm» 
.      '    i<  II  ii;  li'j  wiTe  not  fought.     But  no  regiment  in  the  service, 

I,  i.r  Atlanta  or  anv  other  Uttlofield,didh.irdar6(rhl- 

II   ii  ii'j'  iiinri'  v.tliantly  than  this  regiment  in  eomeof  theeogaice- 
r    '       "  V.  ini  !i   it  toiik  part;  and  none  suffered  more  hardship*,  nor  more 

<         I    I  .ViiriN  r^-ci'ived  hia  commission  as  brigadier  general  September  2ft. 
Fiehl  aiuiSlnff  Offlctmof  Ikt  EiffkUtnth  loiea  Infantry. 


Baatj  H.  MuTBonL 
Wm.  O,  rUiUir. 
HapiT  01»y  a«nlnril. 


THE    NINST££NTH    INFANTRY.  517 


NINETEENTH    IOWA    INFANTRY. 

Tais  reffiment  was  the  first  one  in  Iowa*8  c^uota  to  respond  to  Presi- 
dent Lincoln'ri  call  of  July  2,  1862,  for  an  additional  army;  and  it  led  the 
way  for  22  n(*w  re^ments.  It  was  mustered  into  the  service  August  25, 
IS62,  with  Benjamm  Crabb,  formerly  captain  in  the  Seventh  infantry,  as 
colonel;  Samuel  McFarland,  likewise  captain  in  the  Eleventhj  as  lieutenant 
colonel,  and  Daniel  Kent  as  mtgor.  It  was  sent  to  St  Louis.  September 
Uth.  attached  to  a  brifcade  commanded  by  Frank  J.  Herron,  it  went  to 
Rolla  September  16th,  it  took  up  line  of  march  for  Springfield.  October 
llUi,  the  regiment  moved  via  Wilson's  Creek  battle  ground  to  Cassville. 
Here  was  organized  the  Army  of  the  Frontier.  The  Nineteenth  formed  a 
part  of  the  1  bird  division  under  Brig.  Gen.  F.  'J.  Herron.  October  17th. 
was  undertaken  a  violent  march  ,in  search  of  the  enemy.  The  second 
night's  camp  was  near  the  Pea  Ridge  battle  field.  On  the  20th,  the  com- 
man<l  marchetl  25  hours  without  halting  for  food  or  sleep.  As  the  regiment 
had  left  the  camp  before  supper,  and  without  time  to  prepare  rations,  the  men 
were  thirty  hours  without  food.  They  had  waded  the  White  river,  three 
feet  deep,  clear  and  cold.  From  White  river  to  Bloomington  the  regiment 
marched  much  of  the  time  on  double  quick.  From  November  14th  till  the 
24th.  the  regiment  was  commanded  by  Lt-Col.  McFarland,  Col.  Crabb  com- 
manding the  brigade.  On  the  17th  camp  was  near  Ozark.  It  had  rained 
for  a  number  of  days,  the  roads  were  very  bad,  the  night  dark,  and  the 
baggage  train  did  not  arrive  till  the  next  morning.  The  troops  spent  the 
night  without  food  or  shelter,  and  exposed  to  a  heavy  storm.  The  next  day, 
nine  miles  were  marched  through  the  rain  and  mud  to  James  river.  Here  a 
put  of  the  companies  had  again  to  stand  through  the  night  in  the  rain. 

In  all  the  severe  campaigning  of  the  Nineteenth  nothing  had  proved  so 
fatal  as  the  laH  two  days  exposure.  Seventy-four  of  its  number  were  ren- 
dered sick  or  disabled,  and  very  manj  died  from  the  effects.  On  the  22d, 
the  regiment  moved  on  to  Twin  Springs.  November  24th,  Col.  Orm  took 
command  of  the  Second  bngade.  December  2d,  CoL  Crabb  was  ordered  to 
Springfield,  to  take  charge  of  that  poet,  thus  being  separated  from  his  regi- 
ment, and  missing  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  December  7th,  where  the  so  mr 
unremitted  marches  and  countermarched  of  the  campaign  were  varied  by  a 
hard  fought  battle.  Col.  Crabb,  however,  had  the  opportunity  to  participate 
in  the  gsQlant  defense  of  Springfield,  January  8th,  186:3,  where  the  Eighteenth 
Iowa  so  distinguished  itself.    (See  chapter  20  ) 

December  Hd,  intelligence  received  from  (ien.  Blunt,  commanding  the 
Army  of  the  Frontier,  with  headquarters  at  Cane  Hill,  Arkansas,  caused 
Gen.  Herron  to  move  the  Second  and  Third  divisions  at  Twin  Springs  rap- 
idly forwanl  to  re-enforce  him.  Gen.  Totten  of  the  Second  division  was  ab- 
sent Arriving  December  7th  at  Illinois  Creek,  the  enemy,  who  had  interposed 
himself  between  Blunt  and  Herron,  was  met,  and  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove 
fought  (See  chapter  16.)  The  Ninete  nth  acquitted  itself  with  high  honor. 
Lt.-Col.  McFarland  was  shot  dead  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  December 
2?th  the  regiment  participated  in  the  capture  of  Van  Buren,  Arkansas,  and 
the  march  across  the  Boston  Mountains.  December  31st,  it  returned  to 
Prairie  (.Jrove.  January  2d,  186-'^.  Gen.  Schofield  reviewed  the  division. 
Marching  was  again  resumed.  February  15th,  the  Nineteenth,  with  two 
companies  of  the  First  cavalry,  wa^  left  to  hold  Forsyth,  Missouri.  April 
22d.  the  regiment  marche<l  towanl  Springfield.  On  the  23d,  at  Ozark,  it 
receivt^l  orders  to  proceed  by  forced  man-hes  toward  Hartsville,  Gen.  Mar- 
maduke  threatening  that  portion  of  the  state.  April  25th,  it  arrived  at  Harts- 
ville, crossed  (liu^conade  river,  and  amved  Majr  2d  at  Salem,  Missouri. 
Here  it  was  teiuiM)rarily  attached  to  the  First  division  under  Gen.  Ewing. 

June  l\^\,  the  n>giment  received  onlera  to  report  at  Rolla.  Here,  having 
rejoined  its  division,  it  was  sent  to  Vicksburtr,  where  it  took  its  place  in  the 
line  of  investment  and  joined  in  the  siege.    July  4th,  the  regiment  marched 
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into  the  capfuieil  i.ily.  July  14th.  Geo.  Herron's  division,  c»-openliiiB  with 
the  {lunboatJ,  took  Vnioo  City.  The  regiment  then  joined  in  n  luiU  acroa* 
tlio  tilitck  rivor,  hnnginK  back  nej^roes.  cattlt?  and  mulee.  J11I7  2S<I,  it  U'll 
for  Port  Huilsou,   LouiGiana,  where  mach  sickness  and  ituui)' denths  took 


pliice.  August  1'2,  the  division  embarked  for  Cairollton,  Louisiana,  arriving 
on  the  l:<th,  unii  encammni;  in  a  beautiful  lire  oais  OTOve,  with  lemnn  anil 
oleander  inteTsprrsL'd.     The  heaJth  and  spirits  of  the  men  were  regained. 


The  entire  Thirti}oiit.!i  array  corps,  under  Gen,  Ord,  of  which  Gen.  iKrron's 
division  W113  the  Siicond,  waa  here  retiewed  by  Gen.  Banks  and  Gen.  Grant. 
September  5th.  Gi'ii.  llurroa'd  division  embarked  for  up  the  river,  to  dia^rse 
rebel  forces  tbr^Mlfriing  to  obstruct  naviication.  On  the  8th.  the  division 
debarked  ni^arMLirk'anzn,  Louisiana,  driving  the  enemy  back  across  the  Atcha- 
faliij'ii,  when  it  nturrii^d  lo  the  transports. 

Soptember  r2tli,  On?  refrimenl,  with  the  Twenty-aiith  Indiana  and  two 
pieces  of  artillerv.  nnlcr  Lt.-Col.  Lfiake  of  the  Twentieth  Iowa,  wan  sent 
out  lo  Sterling  F:inii.  where  a  battle  occurred,  and  all  preBeut,  after  a  buroic 
resiht«uce.  wore  i.vir]>iiw(-red  and  taken  prisoners.  (See  chapter  19.)  Octo- 
ber 10th.  Hen.  H..ni'ii's  division,  including  the  uncaptucea  portion  of  thn 
Ninott'enth  lowi;,  l.'fl  Morg.mna  for  CarroUfon.  Here  an  eipeditioii  to  Texas 
wasliltod  out,  aiiHlctober  2:id.  the  regiment,  with  troops  under  Geu.  Banks, 
omharki.'d  for  Hni/iu  S.intiago,  arriving  November  2d.  The  Ninetecnlli  wai 
the  lir~t  to  uiil'iirl  its  cqIoth  on  that  desolate  island.  November  6th,  thi^ 
troops  aiKMiired,  in.tri'hi'd  two  days  up  the  Rio  Grande,  and  crossing  llie 
b.ittlp  HeliU  of  I'.ili  Alto  and  Besaca  ae  la  Paloia,  entered  BrownsviUn. 
Lt.-Cul.  Ki-iit  bi'iiii;  much  of  the  time  on  court  martial  dutf,  Maj,  Bruce  was 
in  commiind  of  Hi"  Nineteenth  Iowa.  The  brigade,  commanded  by  Col. 
Uye  of  the  rwoiitietli  low:i.  was  the  Second,  of  the  Second  division.  Thir- 
teenth nruivconi-.  Co).  Dye.  keeping  his  brisade,  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  post,  riie  l.i-l  of  July  the  regiment  emoarked  for  New  Orleann,  arriv- 
ing August  7tl^  riii'Ci;  companies  which  bad  been  left  at  Brazoa  Santiago, 
rt'm.iint-d  till  Auurii-I  I6th  and  then  rejoined  the  re«t  of  the  wgiment.  At 
New  UrleatiH.  flic  ;iri»oni'ra  taken  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  at  Sterling  Farm, 
who  liad  wiffereil  m  Toxna  prison  pens,  now  exchanged,  returned  to  their 
comriidi's.  Cupt.  Win,  Adams  died  here,  from  the  effects  of  hia  imprisonment. 
Aiigu-it  14tli.  llii'  Nineteenth  Iowa  embarked  with  other  ttoops  on  an 
expediti'iii  to  Pi'iis.ii  nil,  Florida.  Tents  were  pitched  in  a  firova  near  Bar* 
rimcis.  FrequiTit  p\peditionB  wer^  made  up  the  bsys  and  mlets,  in  one  of 
which  one  m,in  n.i-  killed.  During  this  time  the  Other  three  companira 
iirrived  fium  Ki;i/o.*  y.intiiigo.  December  6th,  the  regiment  was  taken  t« 
Fort  ti,iine-;,  [liLiplilii  Island,  Here  Mrs,  Woods  of  Pairfieid  cami'.  bring- 
inj,'  with  hi'r  f.tiiLt.iry  stores.  An  expedition  was  eent  out  under  Gun. 
i.iraii^'i'i'  lo  F.i^^i  .i-oiih),  iM]ti9issippi.  The  command  made  an  extensive  fotaf 
tow.ii-il  Mubili'.  iln' I  ;ivali-y  Ix'iugdaily  engaged  with  the  enemy.    January 

■ '    ion  returned.     In  the  latter  part  of  February  0    " 

irepuratory  to  the  Mobile  campaign.  Ma  '  '"' 
i  brigade,  moved  in  advance.  The  weathet 
tht;  M.iils  wiTi'  li.il  .imi  the  ground  was  manihy.  tJordoroy  roads  ■ 
stnicti'il.  and  th<' .iitilK^ry  w.ia  often  dragged  by  band.  At  Fish  river  tho 
Siiti^'iitli  ;ii-iiiy  i-.ii-|i-  W11-:  joined.  March  26th.  the  army  arrived  in  fr<>iit  tit 
Spamsh  Fort,'wiiiih  wua  at  once  invested.  The  Nineteenth  Iowa  bad  an 
hoTiuiable  sh:ire  111  thi^  niege  which  was  terminated  April  8tb.  (See  chapter 
'.V2.)  Till  .May  lib,  tlic  regiment  was  emploved  in  dismantling  reM 
deli'nsi'zi  and  tlnd  w.k-t  order-^d  to  Dauphin  Island.  June  Uth,  it  moved  to 
Moliili',  .Inly  M,  \-^G\  it  whs  here  munteied  out  of  service,  and  on  the  ITtb 
left  Mobile  for  Inwi.  dosing  a  military  record  full  of  honor  to  it«olf  and  tin 
state.     Col.  John  IJiucc  was  brevctted  brigadier  genenK 
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Field  and  Staff  Offleers  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  Infantry, 


OOLOMKLt. 


■UBOBOVS. 


I 


Benjftmln  Crabb. 
JcltxL  Braoe. 


DftnielKflot. 
John  Bmoe. 
Uatfj  Jordan. 
Simeon  F.  Roderick. 


Philip  HAnrejr. 
LewU  M.  SlouMker. 


Dennle  Murphy. 
John  D.  BMide. 


UBUT.  CX>L0irXLS« 


AX>7UTAVT. 


AMT.  eUBOBOIIS. 


8«mnel  MoFarland. 
DenlelKent. 
JohnBrooe. 
Harry  Jordan. 


OranTllle  O.  Bennett. 


LewU  M.  Sloanaker. 
Dennla  A.  Hortt. 
Stephen  F.  Baloh. 
M.  C.  Lathrop. 
Thoa.8.  BeU. 


Joa.  H.  Downing. 
James  Bennett. 


TWENTIETH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  mastered  into  the  United  States  servioe  at  Clinton, 
Iowa«  August  25,  1862.  Wm.  McE.  Dve,  who  had  been  obtain  in  the 
reflrular  army,  was  made  colonel,  Joseph  B.  Leake,  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
Wm.  G.  TbompoD,  major.  A  beautiful  flagr  was  presented  to  the 
Twentieth  by  the  ladies  of  Lyons.  September  5th,  the  regiment  left 
DaTenport  for  St.  Louis.  Shortly  it  proceeded  to  Springfield,  arriring  Sep- 
tember 24th.  Gen.  Schofield  now  organized  what  was  known  as  toe 
"Army  of  the  Frontier,'*  in  which  the  Twentieth  Iowa,  under  Lt..Col. 
Leake,  wus  assigned  to  a  brigade  commanded  by  CoL  Dye,  and  to  the  division 
of  Gen.  Totten.  There  was  severe  and  rapid  marching  and  ffreat  exposure, 
the  enemy  always  retiring  or  eluding.  November  iSth,  tEe  troops  were 
again  within  25  miles  of  Springfield.  The  character  of  the  camiMugning 
had  been  discouraging  in  the  extreme.  While  there  had  been  excessive  snt- 
fering  from  cold,  wet,  hunger  and  fatigue,  the  enemy  had  never  been 
brought  to  an  engagement  The  men*s  shoes  were  torn  and  worn  out  by 
the  fearful  marches;  many  bound  on  pieces  of  rawhide  to  their  feet,  and 
many  left  the  prints  of  their  feet  in  Mood.  Measles  broke  out,  and  fevers 
were  brought  on  by  exposure.  By  December  4th,  the  regiment  had  lost  from 
the  active  list,  2  X)  men. 

On  the  evening  of  December  3d,  came  a  courier  from  Gen.  Blunt,  command- 
ing the  First  division,  asking  immediate  re-enforcement.  Before  day  had 
dawned,  the  Second  division  was  on  the  move.  Joined  bv  the  Third 
division,  both  under  Gen.  Herron,  Gen.  Totten  of  the  Second  being  absent, 
by  the  morning  of  October  7th,  it  was  deploying  in  line  of  battle  at  Prairie 
Grove.  Of  the  brave  and  conspicuous  part  which  the  Twentieth  Iowa  bore 
in  this  enga^ment,  a  description  is  given  in  chapter  16.  It  had  marched 
about  110  miles  in  three  days,  and  at  once  engaged  in  the  fight  with  alert- 
ness and  enthusiasm.  Its  losses  were  severe.  After  the  battle  an  interval 
of  rest  came.  December  27th,  a  pursuit  of  the  enemy  toward  Van  Burcn, 
on  the  Arkansas  river,  was  undertaken,  and  continued  over  the  Boston 
Mountainx.  Bv  December  31st,  our  troops  were  again  at  Prairie  Grove. 
January  2,  186:(,  tents  were  struck,  and  the  18th  found  the  trpops  encamped 
eight  miles  from  Buntsville,  Arloinsas.  Here  they  remained  till  the  22d, 
the  roads  being  impassable.  Added  to  the  mud,  the  weather  was  cold, 
with  rain  and  snow,  and  the  men  on  quarter  rations.  January  22d,  the 
troops  moved  to  Kik  Creek,  arriving  there  February  15th.  **  The  roads 
were  without  perceptible  bottom,*'  says  Col.  Dye.  April  24th,  St.  Louis  was 
reached.  Till  May  15th,  the  Twentieth  was  engaged  in  guarding  the  arsenal 
and  in  other  duties.  Two  companies.  A  and  F,  under  Lt  -Col.  Drake,  were  at 
Cape  Girardeau  during  the  successful  defense  of  that  place.  Companies  D  and 
G  were  also  detached  to  quell  mutinies  at    Benton    Barracks.    May   1st, 


1,  leaving' 
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the  regimont  wils  at  Pilot  Knob  imd  remuiQed  there  till  June  ■ 
for  St,  (.ienevieye. 

A  p:irt  of  the  inrantc7  and  aiiillerj  of  the  Second  and  Third  diviaiona 
liavii)^  Ijei'n  detached  from  the  Army  ot  the  Frontier  and  organiEed  into 
a  division  of  two  brigades  under  Haj.  Gen.  Herron,  was  now  sent  oo,  June 
Ctb,  to  jiiin  in  the  Hiesp  of  Vicksburg'.  The  Twentieth  Iowa  wns  in 
the  First  brigade  of  thia  diviaion.  On  the  Uth.  the  commuud  look  it« 
place  on  the  lett  of  the  investinir  line.  It  remaiocd  here  euara^d  in  the 
arduous  duties  of  (lie  siege  tilt  the  capitulation  of  Vicksbarg,  Jul;  4Ui, 
the  loss  of  the  Twentieth  towa  beinfr  6  men  wounded,  !i  of  them  mortoUf. 
At  the  head  of  a  part  of  iti  diviBion  the  Twentieth  entered  the  city  and 
planted  tho  union  tiag  on  the  extreme  fort  at  the  riffht  of  the  rebel  works. 
In  Vicksl>uri;  nlrant  a.  third  of  the  resiment  was  prostrated  with  feven. 
July  Mill.  Yatixt  City  was  captured  uy  Gen,  Herron's  division,  with  the 
co-openition  of  the  gunboats.  Un  the  IGth.  the  force  left,  to  o^n  oom- 
inuniaition  with  Gen,  Sherman  at  Canton,  MissiBUppi.  This  being 
est  a  bli  plied,  it  returned  to  Vicksburif  on  the  22d.  The  expedition  Intd 
been  uliort  but  severe,  with  intense  beat,  little  to  eat  and  wat«r  Kance 
and  Uid.  Two  hundred  and  eighty  men  were  on  the  sick  list,  Dimnt> 
the  siege  of  VicksUurif  Gen.   Uerroa'e  division  had  been  attncbed,  as  the 


.Second,  to  the  Thirteenth  army  corps.     It  embarked  July  'Mth,    for    Port 
Hudson,  wtiicli  locution,   from    bad   water  and   heavy   dews,   produced   a 


riie  division  left  August  I6th.  for  CarroUlon,  IiOuiEiana. 
it  three-fourths  of  the  Twentietli  were  nnder  medical  treat- 
'^[liritq   and   health  of  the   regiment  revived,   althongh 
iiiiiii>  ii'-iniis  ULCiiried  from  protracted  diseases  of  the  summer. 

!<.-pl.-inlj..r  Ttl:,  Hie  division  again  embarked  with  six  days'  rations  and 
nitliout  tents  nt  knapsacks,  for  up  the  river,  to  free  it  of  tbre&t«ned  rebel 
obstruct iiiii-.  It  di-iiiirked  at  Morgnn»a,  driving  the  enemy  over  the  Atcha- 
fakyn.  It  ii'tuint^l  to  M  organza  alter  two  da;s.  Many  men  liad  been  sun- 
»'lruck,  IIk'  heat  being  intense  and  water  scarce.  The  men  bivouacked  till 
lJetob..-r  lutli.  Septeniber  12tb,  U.-Col.  Leake  of  the  Twentieth  Jowa  was 
plact^l  in  coniniiiinii  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  regiment,  the  Twenty-riitb 
Indiana  and  two  pieces  of  artdtery.  This  force  was  sent  oat  on  heavy  picket 
duty,  and  tliere  resulted,  September  29th,  tlio  combat  of  Sterling  Farm, 
where  the  wlioli- of  this  little  force  was  captured  and  carried  into  cuplivit)-. 
ISee  rbajiler  13.)  Two  of  the  Twentieth  Iowa  were  also  captured,  and  with 
l.t.'Col.  Leake,  who  was  slightly  wounded,  shared  the  imprisonment  id 
Tyler,  Texa''.  I'ol.  Dye  being  in  command  of  a  brigade,  the  cnmniand  of 
tin'  Ti'r'ntii'th  Iowa  now  devolved  On  M^'.  Thompson.  October  Uth,  the 
I  111  [-.inii  w.i-  ag.iin  iit  the  old  carap  at  Carrollton,  La. 

Hi  lull' L  L'lth,  liL'u,  II eTroR 's  divisiou  embarked  in  an  expedition  under 
<  I'M  !  :.iiik-  tor  ibe  coast  of  Texas.  A  severe  gale  was  encountered,  and  in 
ail  .111  ■[iijiti-il  lumling  (bar  men  were  drowned,  two  of  them  members  of  the 
I  ^m'IlIii'Iji  [.iH'a,  Nuremtter  4th,  a  landing  was  effected  on  Brazos  Santi- 
.iirc  111'  [i'ljimerit  wo^  stationed  in  Texas  at  various  points— Brownsville, 
r.'itii  l>,.il>"l.  mill  .Mustang  Island.  At  the  latter  point  the  regiment 
I'Lii.jitii'  1  ~i'U'n  mouths,  garrisoning  the  works.  A  number  of  expedition* 
vi'ii'  [ii.iil''  ■![<  the  buy.  A  detachment  of  the  regiment  under  Capt.  Barney 
(■,i])iiiv.-.l  till-  blixkadi'-running  schooner  "Lizzie  Bacon."  In  the  spring  <w 
}•'•[.  .\l,ij.  Thimiii'ion  resigned,  and  the  command  of  the  regiment  devolveij 
~m  r.i|ii,  M,  1,.  riioinpaon,  .lune  24,  18G1,  the  regiment  left  Mustang 
Miiiel  :iinl  -,ii!ed  to  Bnuos  Santiago.  In  the  latter  part  of  June,  Ute  leei- 
iiK'iii  1111 IV I'll  In  ilrfiH-n^ville,  remuiiiing  there  on  ijurison  duly,  August  2d, 
It  I'liili.Li'lii'il  ['ill'  Ni^w  Orleans.    Arrived  them,  it  eralmrlced.  August  Ttlt, 

iiml'-i   I  'II ml  III    rapt  E.  Coulter,  for  Mobile  Qay.      It  ditembukM 

.ViiL'ti-t  l>ilE.  I'll  Miiljile  Point,  in  rear  of  Fort  Morgan,  and  took  ut  aotm 
that  place,  losing  I  man  wounded.     The  surreiidw  (wk 


';.!, 


,  the  regiment  proceeded  via  New  Orleans  to  Morgaoz 
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Daringr  the  pi^MTe  fire  men  were  biil/  iciHel  bf  an  aocident  with  the 
machinery.  Ilire*;  of  them  jampel  overboard  and  we'O  drowned.  At  Mor* 
(^ranza  th**  ro^iment  wa^  rej'oine.l  by  Lt.-Col.  Leake,  who  had  been  ezchanflred 
with  the  other  prisonore  of  Sterhnff  Farm.  October  12th,  the  command 
mo  veil  up  the  Mississippi  and  disembarked  at  DuvaU's  Bluff,  on  the  White 
river.  Ark.  H«Te  and  at  Brownsville  the  regiment  remained  till  January, 
18G5.  A^  furly  as  Auffust,  from  lack  of  prooer  diet,  and  from  long  expo- 
sure  to  Halt  atmosphere,  scurvy  had  appearea  in  the  reiriment,  and  pre- 
vailed for  some  time.  After  it  abated,  tne  health  of  the  men  still  suffered 
from  its  effects.  Sanitary  stores  were  now  received  from  Iowa,  and  the 
health  and  spirits  of  the  men  underwent  great  improvement. 

In  January,  1865,  the  regiment  le^  Arkansas  for  Louisiana,  and  in  the 
middle  of  February  embarked  for  Florida,  it  went  into  camp  at  Florida 
Point,  and  remained  till  the  Mobile  campaign,  in  which  it  participated  from 
first  to  last.  On  the  fatiguing  march  to  Mobile,  the  Twentieth  Iowa  had 
read  to  it.  March  2dth,  an  order  from  the  division  general.  Brig.  Gen. 
Andrews,  the  last  of  which  is:  "The  general  particularly  thanks  Lt.-Col. 
J.  B.  Lt'ake,  commanding  the  Twentieth  Iowa  volunteers,  for  the  valuable 
and  rapid  service  of  his  regiment  this  morning,  showing  by  the  amount 
done,  how  mu?h  can  be  accomplished  by  officers  giving  their  personal  inter- 
est and  attention  to  th^ir  duty.**  The  regiment  was  in  the  siege  of  Blakely 
and  in  the  assault  which  carried  the  works  April  9th.  Its  loss  in  the  cam- 
paign had  been  1  man  wounded.  April  14th,  the  regiment  moved  to  Mobile, 
and  was  placed  on  provost  duty.  July  8,  1865,  it  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  and  proco«Hied  to  Clinton,  Iowa,  receiving  an  ardent  welcome  from 
citizens  and  friends.    July  27th,  it  was  disbanded . 

Col.  Dye  and  Lt.-Col.  Leake  were  brevetted  brigadier  generals  U.  S.  V. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Twentieth  Iowa  In/anirif, 


COLOBBL. 

MAJOBS. 

8UBOBOIIB. 

OKAFLAIVS. 

Wm.  McE.  D7«. 

Wm.  O.  Thompeon. 
Edward  Coulter. 

Henry  Ristlne. 
HarrU  Howejr. 
Abram  O.  Blaodlair. 

Uriah  Eberhart 
Bichard  King. 

LIBUT.  COLONKU.                       ADirTABT. 

ASST.  SUaOBOllS.                QUAaTKaMAtTSB. 

Joseph  B.  L«ake.          !Oou«taDt«  8.  Lake. 

Abram  O.  DIanding. 
KeiMy  8.  llarUn. 

Jaaper  H.  Bloe. 

TWENTY-FIRST  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  muHt**re<l  into  the  service  at  Dubuque  in  August  of 
1S62.  Samuol  Merrill,  a  future  governor  of  Iowa,  was  colonel,  Cornelius 
W.  Dunlap  !i«Mitenant  colonel,  and  S.  G.  Van  Anda  major.  The  regiment 
embarked  for  St.  I/dium,  then  went  to  Rolla.  Moving  to  »alem,  it  was  placed 
in  Octob«»r  in  a  brigade  commandetl  by  Gen.  Fitz  Henr3r  Warren,  together 
with  other  infantry  regiments  and  some  cavalry  and  artillery.  In  Novem- 
ber, Gen.  Warrt'n  moved  hi?*  force  to  Hartsville,  halting  at  Houston  on  the 
way.  At  this  tim«*  a  supply  train  on  its  way  to  them  from  Rolla,  with  but 
a  small  guard,  was  attaok<Ml  by  a  mounted  force  of  the  enemy,  destroyed, 
and  the  guard  killed  or  captured.  A  good  part  of  this  guard  belongc^l  to 
the  Twenty-tirst  Iowa.  When  the  newij  n*ached  Hiurtsville,  the  regiment 
maile  u  forced  march  to  the  scone,  but  th»*  en»*my  was  out  of  the  way.  In 
Dt?c«mber,  (Jen.  Wam^ifs  commind  moved  to  H)uston. 

In  January,  l*^\\  a  inessiig**  from  tien.  Brown  at  Springfield,  asked  for 
immediate  reM'nforoiMunits.  .Marm vl'ike  was  aiivancing  towanl  Springfield 
with  a  larire  tonv.  Gen.  Warren  promptly  responded  by  sending  Col.  Mer- 
rill of  the  Twenty-firdt  Iowa,  with  a  force  of  some  880  men.    Lt-Col.  Dunlap 
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commaniled  the  detachment  of  the  Twenty-first  Starting  at  noon,  January 
9th,  the  little  army  encamped  at  Ueaver  Creek.  At  midnifrnt  it  moved  on  till 
near  Hartsville,  when  it  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  it  havingr  heen 
learned  that  a  rebel  force  under  Porter  had  occupied  the  town  the  nigrht 
before.  At  dayli{?ht  it  was  ascertained  that  Porter  was  no  longer  there,  and 
Col.  Merrill  halted  his  men  until  afternoon.  At  3  o*clock  they  moveci  on 
towar«l  Springiield,  the  Rebels  under  Porter  in  advance  of  them.  At  dark, 
they  encamped  at  Wood*8  Fork  in  line  of  battle.  At  3  o*clock  in  the  morn- 
ing they  were  ready  for  the  niarch,  and  soon  learned  that  the  Rebels  were 
in  force  in  front.  Col.  Merrill  rapidly  and  skillfully  adjusted  his  forces,  and 
bliat  morning,  January  11th,  the  battle  of  Hartsville  commenced.  (Described 
in  chapter  20.)  The  little  army  fought  with  such  valor  and  success,  that  in 
the  afternoon  the  Rebels  began  to  retire.  Col.  Merrill  now  deemed  it  neces- 
sary to  also  fall  back.  The  order  to  retire  did  not  reach  the  gallant  Twenty- 
irst,  which  kept  fighting  on  alone  till  about  sundown.  And  this  was  its  first 
battle!     Lt.-Col.  Dunlap,  its  gallant  leader,*says: 

*'  F3ctween  Friday  afternoon  and  Monday  morning  the  Twenty-first  Iowa 
regiment  marched  10()  miles,  and  fought  two  battles^ne  of  three,  and  one 
)f  eight  hours  duration.  And  for  three  hours,  and  until  the  enemy  fled 
from  lM>fore  us,  2^0  of  them  held  their  position  against  the  combined  force 
)f  the  Rebels,  4.000  strong." 

Presuming  that  Col.  Merrill  had  withdrawn  toward  Lebanon,  Lt.-Col. 
Dunlap  followed;  but  not  until  left  in  absolute  possession  of  the  field  by  the 
retiring  Robeln. 

The  brilliant  man  nor  in  which  the  Twenty-first  Iowa  acquitted  itself  in 
its  first  ordeal  of  war,  was  an  earnest  of  its  gnllant  record  in  subsequent 
muipaigns.  The  re>t  of  the  winter  was  spent  like  that  of  other  of  our  Jowu 
regiments  in  Missouri.  There  was  severe  sutiering  from  wet  and  cold,  from 
liunger  and  exposure.  There  were  bleeding  feet,  when  shoes  could  not  be 
iiad.  There  were  the  terrible  marches  through  the  cold  of  morning  and 
3vening  and  the  mud  of  noon,  over  roads  barely  passable.  These  sufferings 
left  Mieir  mark  in  sickness  and  death.  The  regiment  was  at  different  times 
lit  West  Plam?*,  at  Kminence,  at  Iron  Mountun  and  at  St.  Genevieve.  It 
had  been  assigned  to  the  Second  brigade  and  Second  division  of  the  Army 
of  So.ithea«<t  Slissouri.  At  West  Plains,  the  Twenty-first,  Twenty-secontl 
an<l  Twenty-third  Iowa  regiments  were  unite<l  in  the  same  brig«i(ie  under 
Col.  Stone  of  the  Twenty-second.  They  remained  lonjs^  together,  sharing 
the  same  campaifrn-).  April  1st  found  the  Twenty-first  m  the  army  organiz* 
ing  for  the  Vicksburg  campaign,  at  Milliken*s  Bend,  Ix)uisiana.  It  was 
now  a  part  of  the  Second  bngiidc,  commanded  by  Col.  Harris  of  the  Elev- 
enth W isccmsin.  Koart»»enth  division,  Gen.  K.  A  Carr.  Thirteenth  army 
Corps,  G«»n.  M('C'l»'ruand.  Its  comrade  regiments,  the  Twenty-second  an<l 
rwenty-thirtl  Iowa,  shared  with  it  the  honors  of  the  0|>ening  campaign. 
No  coinph'te  hist<^ry  ot  the  marches  and  intennediate  movements  of  the 
Twi'iity-first  Iowa  Ix'ing  accessible,  the  sketch  of  its  comrade  regiment,  tht» 
T\v»'nty-stM'.)nd,  <lr.i\vn  from  an  interesting  history  furnished  by  the  adju- 
tuit  gi'iieral,  will  supply  many  additional  connecting  links. 

Th«'  Thii tenth  corps  bt»ing  in  the  advanc«N  entered  May  1st  into  the  bat- 
tl''  of  Port  Gibson,  in  whi<'h  th"  Twenty-first  playeil  a  conspicuous  and 
brilliant  role.  Capt.  Crook*^  with  his  company  had  received  the  first  fire  of 
tli«^  enemy,  (len.  ('iurr  pr.iistil  in  the  highest  terms  the  gallantry  of  the 
m»*n.  Till'  ♦'nga;:''riii'nt  is  described  in  ciiaoter  i^.  .\fter  Raymond  and 
Jark-ion,  th*^  r»^;;iiiit'iit  was  sliirhtly  engagt^d  at  Chamiuon  Hills.  At  the 
b.ittl«' of  IJla"k  KiviT  Hridge,  following,  the  T wen tv-first  with  the  Twenty- 
thiril.  siiffially  <li>tint:ui?h'*d  itself  in  L;iwler's  spWdid  charge,  not  aur- 
passi'd  for  brillian'-y  in  the  war.  The  gallant  Col.  .M»»rrill  wa^  dangerously 
woiHvh'il.  Till' lo'!-!  nf  th«' regiment  was  great.  (Set»  chapter  IS.)  Kngageil 
th»Mi  in  th»*  lin**  nf  invi'4inent  around  Vicksburg,  th«*  regiment  took  part  in 
ail  that  p«Ttain»'d  to  th**  sir*g»\     In  the  terrible  a<sault  of  .May  22d,  it  was 
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coninicuoub  for  its  dasliintr  couratre  and  its  heavy  losses.  The  brave  Lt.-Col. 
Duniap  was  slain.    Maj.  Van  Anda  was  wounded. 

Col.  Merrill  still  suifering  trom  his  wound,  the  regiment  now  came  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  W.  D.  Orooke.  After  the  tall  of  Vicksburjr,  it  fol- 
lowed, with  ^hf-rman,  Johnston's  army  to  Jackson,  and  in  the  Hkirniishing 
before  the  city  lost  15  men.    Jackson  fallen,  it  returned  to  Vicksburg. 

The  regiment  removed  to  Carrollton,  near  Now  Orleans,  about  the  middle 
of  Auf^st,  much  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  men  resulting  from  the 
change.  Up  to  the  latter  part  of  November,  it  was  engaged  at  various 
points  i^  Loaisiana.  guarding  bridges  and  performing  picket  duty.  Novem- 
ber 22d,  it  embarked  on  an  expedition  to  Texas,  where  it  remained  about 
six  mcnths.  Whilo  there,  14  of  the  men  were  captured  by  mounted  Rebels 
while  they  were  engaged  on  a  scout.  They  were  sent  to  the  prison  vards  at 
Tyler,  Texas.  In  June,  the  regiment  returned  to  New  Orleans.  Maj.  Van 
Xnda  had  become  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Capt.  Crooke,  major.  There  was 
now  gaard  and  provost  duty  performed  at  various  points.  In  the  latter  part 
of  Jiuy,  the  regiment  embarked  for  M organza,  and  remained  there  about 
six  weeks.  Some  time  was  then  spent  between  points  up  and  down  the 
river,  when  the  regiment  proceeded  to  Memphis.  There  was  a  march  into 
Tennessee  in  December,  and  on  New  Year  s  day  of  18C5,  the  command 
embarked  for  the  South. 

February  5th,  the  regiment  sailed  for  Dauphin  Island  to  engage  in  the 
Mobile  campaign.  It  wa^  now  a  part  of  the  First  brigade  under  Gen.  Slack, 
of  the  First  division,  Thirteenth  army  corps.  It  engaged  in  the  laborious 
march  for  Mobile,  and  in  the  taking  of  Spaniso  Fort  and  Blakcly  bv  our  troops, 
rendered  brave  and  valuable  service.  (Chapt<.'r  32.)  On  April  12th,  it  entered 
Mobile  and  camped  near  the  city.  It  was  still  some  months  more  in  the  ser- 
Tioe  before  it  was  finally  mustered  out  with  honor,  leaving  a  record  of  bnll- 
iant  achievement.  Col.  Merriirs  wounds  at  Black  River  bridge  were  the 
caaaeof  his  discharge  for  disability;  but  he  was  reinstated  December  21,  186^), 
by  special  order  of  the  Wiir  Department.  May  27,  18f>4,  he  was  honorably 
discharged.  Later,  in  rem«;mbrtince  of  loyal  and  gallant  service,  he  was 
elected  governor  of  Iowa. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  lUmity-first  Joica  Infnntrij. 


OOLOWXL. 

XAJUBS.                                 BUBOXOyil. 

CBAPUtiira. 

Bamnel  MerrlU.            Cornellurt  W.  Dunlup.  Wni.  A.  lljde. 

SAlao  a.  Van  Anda.       Wm.  L.  Orr. 
Wm.  D.  Cri>i»ko.             Dwl^ht  W.  Cha^e. 
FllMha  nonnlmtin.         Hiram  n.  Hunt. 

Homuel  r.  Sloan. 
Lorenzo  Dolles,  Jr. 
James  HlU. 

LXBUT.  ooxiONxui.  AiuuTAsrs.  AHHr.  auauKosit. 


QUABTKUCAITKBl. 


Comellu«  W.  DunlAii.jHororo  P<x>Ie. 


Saloe  O.  Van  Anda. 


UeorKu  Orooke. 


Liirius  Jti*nbam. 
Kiobanl  A.  liamei. 
Iliram  II.  Ilunt. 
E.  H.  IIurri<t. 


Chaa.  B.  Morse. 
John  8.  Piatt 


TWKNTY-SKCOXD  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regimt»nt  wiis  miist'.T<*<l  into  the  service  at  Iowa  City,  Septemljer  9, 
18(52.  Wm.  M.  Stoiu\  form»'ily  major  of  tin*  Tliird  Iowa,  was  made  colonel; 
John  A.  <iarn*tt  w.i'i  li«Mit«'ii.int  Dloufl,  aii<l  Harv«*y  (ir.iham  in.i,ior.  The 
regiment  w.i-*  s.-nt  to  St.  I/nii-«.  aful  th»'u  movfd  to  \{*A\\.  It  remiiiiie«l  h»T»» 
four  months  as  i:r«irns<in.  .lamiary  -7,  H'ji,  it  wa«i  onltTMl  to  join  the  army 
under  G-'n.  l»avnls«»n  at  Wrst  IM.iin-i,  Mo.,  and  wa-*  tht'r»*  britrAd«*d  witli  tli»» 
Twenty-fir-t  an<l  rw«'aty-thir«l  Iowa  n'Ljim'Uits  umhT  Col.  Wm.  M.  Ston»'  in 
the  Army  of  Soiitli»\ist*  Missmiri.  Ffl»rnary  lUh.  the  whole  army  manhod 
to  Iron  fountain,     hi  tii»;  otticial  history  of  the  Tvventy-st.»cond,  by  Adjt. 
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r  Tounl  tl      sorrowf  I   account  or  the  regiment's  life  in  Miawuri, 

th  1  <■  4  tb  It  f  ao  many  others  of  our  much-endurins,  putii'ot  and 
loi  (,  Ber  ng  lowu  reg  me-aU  lliero  were  the  rotub  btirelv  paaatiblu,  thn 
lei  \eiUra        wear    ty  ot  utt*r  absence  of  raliooa,  tlifi  difficult  marchMOTCT 

I  o  ntA  nous  w  ivs  the  worn  out  shoea — the  tired  and  bleeding  feet. 

M  tr  I    i<tl     orders  came  to  jo  n  Qen.  Qmnt  for  the  Vicksburg  cocapai^. 

I I  tl  e  V  orw  in  Ml  on  of  the  army  the  Twenty-firHt.  Twenty -Becond  and 
1  V  nt  tl  ir  1  l<m  etill  renmocd  brigaded  taicether.  With  tbeni  wa»  Iha 
1-  le  I  tl  U  on  n  and  the  bngado  was  commanded  by  Col.  Harris  of  the 
It  tl  C  r  u  R  andei  the  d  vision  and  Gen.  McClernand  the  oorpa 
(II  rt  nth  A)  I  1  th  the  brigade  was  ordered  In  Richmond,  Ia.,  to 
u     t^onierl   I  civi!ry      In  the  meantime  our  Kunboats  ran  tbo  Uockiile 

t   \     k  I  urif      nJ  April  ''■^th    the  Ttiirteunth  corps  embarked   for  H»nl 

in  Un  tl  e        I     our  fleet  bombarded  Ihe  rebel  works  at  Grand  Gulf, 

1  ut       I      t  a  n     army  waa  now  ordered  to  move  down  below  Grand 

I     If        I  u  The  fleet  passed  Grand  Qnlf  eucc^ifuUy  in  Otfi  oight, 

I    n  of  A)nl  10th    thi!  army  embarked  t«  land  at  Bruioa- 

i,  1  toward  Port  Qibaon.     Col.  Harris's  brigade,  now 

1    I       I       '^t  f    I     T went} -second,  led  the  adfaacc.    Just  after  mid- 

n  t   t  tl        i  ).       d         ompany  of  (he  Twenty-first  Iowa  under  Copt. 

jtk      e  1  t  tl     of  tile  enemy.    It  waa  thiee  miles  from  Port 

<    I  III  I      ji4  fought  and  how  gallantly  the  Twenty-second 

1  t  b   1    I    chapter  IH.     May  2d,  the  pursuit  of  tjie 

li  L  1    a       iTJde  was  halted,  to  replace  a.  bridge  deaUvved 

tie  bngade,  now  under  Gen.  M.  K.  Lawler, 


n  \    t  on  of  Sherman's  more  on  .lackson,  line  of 

K  vis  ri«iumed.    In  the  desperate  battle  of  Cham- 

I       1   tb   Cien    Larr's  dirision  remained  in  reserve;  but 

^1  enemy   the  Twenty-second  Iowa  was  active  and 

U      nt    (bi-  1  tb,  the  army  moved  on  toward   Block 

si     s  on   a  the  advance.    The  famoni  chame  of 

u    nt  II  works  is  describi-d  in  ch^)it«r  18.     The 

I      ntj  tl   rd  Iowa,  with  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin,  were 

II     tweoty  second  Iowa  was  ordered  to  momf  down 

tl"  p      li  s  rght,  and  succeeded  in  cutting  off  the 

R  IhIs  Hy  ng  before  the  charge  of  itn  comrade  nf 

f  a    n"   resulting  in  the  capturo  of  between  14  4iid  20 

pr  Hooers  than  the  brifliade  numbered,  and  levenl 

II  urmu    overed  the  briffode  with  glory.    Soon  tjie 

1       irch  for  Vioksburg.    The  Twenty-third  lown 

1    gade  to  take  the  prisoners  of  Champion  HilU 

IT   I     M(.mphia.      On  Ihe  l»h  McClernand's  tKMp* 

n  I    h  <he  c  ty      The  siege  wu  actively  entered  oa, 

k   n    h  ng  commenced.    In  the  fierce  assault  of  Hay 

on^p  cuous  part.    A  litUe  band  of  the  bnve 

f  tl     un  on  army  to  force  a  wojT  inside  the  enemjr'e 

tl      ungird  and  nearly  oil  pud  for  Iheir  Inbenty 

H  )    CoL.  Stone  was  wounded  und  wa«  eue- 

I  r  ham.    Ptiring  thti  whole  eeige,  Ihebritf* 

us  duties  of  the  enteriiriise  ended  on  Jn^ 

I  tl        tv.    ITie  Twenty-third  had  prwioiMly 

th  th«  command  marched  with  Shi-rman's  pnr- 

suff  r  ng  like  many  other  Iowa  rogimmitJt  from  tbe 

\pt  of  the  CMnpaigii,  the  Tnenty>«eoond  had  now  Iiim 

t       It  participated  in  the  fighlinir  at  Jackson. 

ot  t)  e  city  by  the  KeboU,  tiia  bngade  wa<  engaged 

1    and  July  24tb  returned  to  Viduburg.    Follawing 

1  ad  recovered  from  hii  wound  and  rejoined  the  lUiBy, 
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iMule  farewell  to  his  command  and  returned  to  Iowa,  to  become  governor  of 
the  Rtate. 

July  'Msi,  the  division,  now  the  First  of  the  Thirteenth  army  corps,  was 
placed  under  Maj.  Gen.  0.  C.  Washbume.  The  brifjrade  was  again  under 
(?oL  Harris.  August  13th.  the  command  moved  down  the  river  toCarrollton, 
where  preparations  were  made  for  a  campaign  under  Banks  in  Ijouiniana. 
This  expedition  led  through  Bayou  Blutf.  Brashear  City,  Berwick,  Iberia, 
Franklin,  St.  Martinsville,  Vermillionville,  and  Opelousas.  It  lasted  over 
two  months,  and  there  were  seveml  skinnishes,  though  no  important 
results.  The  enemy  was  temporarily  driven  from  the  region.  The  <tivision 
was  now  ordered  to  accompany  Uen.  Banks's  expedition  to  Texas.  It 
embarked  in  two  divisions — Companies  A,  (\  1>,  F  and  I,  under  Col.  (ira- 
hain,  and  the  remaining  companies  under  Maj.  White.  The  part  of  tlic 
regiment  under  Col.  Graham,  landed  November  27th  on  Mustang  Island. 
On  the  29th,  it  joined  in  an  expedition  against  Fort  Ksperanza,  which  was 
taken.  l>ecember  2d,  the  troops  went  into  camp  at  iHHJrou's  Point,  where 
they  were  rejoined  by  Mjy.  White  with  his  detachment  of  the  Twenty-second. 

January  :i,  1864.  the  division  embarked  for  Indiaiiola.  forty  miles  up  the 
bay.  The  enemy  retired  as  our  army  approached,  fjater,  the  brigad**  was 
ordennl  to  Old  Indianola  for  winter  (quarters.  Here  Gen.  Fitz  Henrj-  War- 
ren of  Iowa  took  command  of  tjie  brigade.  The  division  was  commanded 
successively  by  Generals  Wiu<hbumc,  Dana  and  Benton.      It  was  at  this 

{>lace  that  the  enemy  csiptureil  a  small  force  of  our  mounted  infantr}*.  The 
008  of  the  Twenty-second  Iowa  was  0.  March  18,  1S64,  the  troops  returned 
to  Matagorda  iMland.  Col.  Graham  being  in  Iowa  on  recruiting  service  and 
Miq.  White  on  leave  of  absence,  the  Twenty-second  was  commanded  by 
Mqj.  Houston  of  the  Twenty-third  Iowa.  April  21st,  there  was  a  successful 
exoedition  under  Gen.  Warren,  to  Port  Lavaca.  The  First  division  was  now 
oruered  to  report  to  Gen.  Banks  at  New  Orleans.  From  there.  May  4th,  the 
left  wing  of  the  Twenty -iu»cond  Iowa,  under  Capt.  A.  B.  Cn»e.  with  the 
Twenty-third  Iowa,  and  su'companied  by  Gen.  Warren  and  staff,  emluirked 
for  up  the  Rtnl  river  to  join  (i»»n.  BankVs  arniv.  After  dela>;  as  to  transports, 
the  force  proceeded  to  J>eninisport  on  the  Atchafalaya.  joining  Banks  on  his 
retreat  from  Alexandria.  The  army  then  marched  to  Morganzii.  June  9th, 
Capt.  Cree  was  ordered  to  rejoin  the  rest  of  the  regiment  at  Baton  Kouge, 
and  he  arriv(>d  tlnM-f  June  lOtli. 

The  Twenty-secontl  Iowa  was  now  tninsfernxl  to  a  totally  new  ti«»ld  of 
action.  Brigaded  with  New  York  and  New  England  n*giiii''nts,  and  with 
the  Eleventh  Indiana,  under  Col.  E.  L.  .Molinenx  of  the  One-hundred-and- 
fifty-nmtli  New  York,  and  placed  in  the  S»»cond  division  under  Gen.  (irover 
of  the  Nineteenth  army  corps,  it  was  ordtTcd  to  report  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
It  n»aclitHl  th«'re  August  1st,  and  wiis  ord»*red  to  join  the  forces  of  <ien. 
Shcri(Lin  in  the  Shenandoah  Vulley.  Its  division  mcluded  the  brigade  in 
which  wen?  i\\f*  Tw«'nty-fourth  and  Twenty-eighth  Iowa.  The  three  Iowa 
regiments  in  tiu*  hot  battles  of  Wincht»i«ter,  Fi-iher's  Hill  and  Cetlar  Cn.vk. 
distintniishe^l  tiicniselvcs  aii»'^,  and  their  gallantr}'  brought  added  honor  to 
their  stat«*.  Th«'  fVi-nts  of  tln»  Vall»'y  campaiu^n  an»  reconhMl  in  cha)>ter  i***). 
NovemlnT  '-V),  isr»4,  the  stn-n^^'th  of  tin'  Twenty-secoml  was  24  oth«'»T>  and 
517  men.  At  tlw  bcirinnim:  t^t'the  y»»ar  1*^«>.">,  tln'  conunand  w;u*  again  trans- 
ferrf<l  to  a  wid«'ly  »litlcrcnt  si»-in« — Savannah,  <ie(»rgia.  In  .Marcii,  it  was  at 
Mon'hoad  City.  It  lotunii'il  to  Savannah,  and  i^arly  in  .April  the  bri«"ad«? 
was  n'orirani/.'*  I.  It  w. is  ni^w  formed  nf  th«*  Tw^nty-sfcond.  Tw^'nty-fourth 
and  Twcnty-ciirhtli  Iowa  P'giin«'nt^.  with  two  from  N«*w  York  and  on»'  from 
Ct»nn«Mtuiit.  and  was  i  .•iiiniand''d  by  Tol.  HarvfV  (irahain  of  tin'  Twi-nty- 
«*i.'0n«l  low.i.  April  11th,  tlM*  ciniiin.ind  moved  to  An^''ii».t.i.  .Tuly  'J"»,  H')'».  the 
Twenty- xt'cond  Iowa  was  nitist^Tcd  out  of  the  service  at  Savannah,  'ol. 
.^ton«'  w.is  hrcvPttj'd  lingadicr  g«'n«»ral  Scpt<*i:ilu'r  17.  I**fi2.  and  became  gov- 
ernor of  Iowa  January  1,  \^6i.  (.-ol.  Il.irvcy  Graham  was  aUo  brevctted 
brigadier  gen  end. 
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Field  ami  Staff  Officers  of  the  Twenty-second  Iowa  Infantry. 


COLOVILIA, 


MAJOKB. 


■UBOSOiri. 


OBAPLAUra. 


Win.  M.  Stone. 
Ilarrey  Graham. 


Ilnrvey  Ormham. 
JoHeph  B.  Atberton. 
Ephralm  G.  White. 
John  Henry  Gearkett. 


Wm.  U.  White. 
Alfred  B.  Lee. 
John  O.  Shrader. 


Richard  B.  Allender. 
Martin  Bowman. 


LIETT.  COX/)NEL8. 

▲DJUTAVn. 

▲■*T.  auBaaoira. 

QUARTBftlCAenBa. 

John  A.  Garrett. 
Ilarvoy  Graham. 
Ephralm  G.  White. 

JoM>pb  B.  Atherton. 
John  W.  Porter. 
David  J.  DaTla. 
Soml.  D.  Pryoe. 
Oscar  B.  Lee. 
Taylor  Pierce. 

Alfred  B.  Lee. 
Oren  Peabody. 
Wm.  A.  Dinwiddle. 
John  B.  Stanbory. 

Ghaunoej  F.  Lore- 

laoe* 
Jamea  W.  SterUng. 

TWENTY-THIRD  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

Tui8  re^ment  was  mustered  into  the  Bervice  at  Des  Moines,  Septem* 
ber  11),  1HG2 — tho  day  made  glorious  to  Iowa  by  the  battle  of  loka. 
Wm.  Dewey  was  made  colonel,  Wm.  H.  Kinsman  lieutenant  colonel  and 
Samuel  L.  Gla.s^ow  major.  It  was  sent  soon  to  Missouri,  that  c^reat 
marciiin^  field  and  school  of  bitter  experience.  Lonffing  for  active  war- 
fare, it  was  kept  in  tho  rapid  pursuit  of  an  enemy  always  disappearing 
before  it  and  awaiting  only  its  departure  to  appear  again.  The  roacu 
were  usually  a8  bar!  as  mud  and  rain  could  make  them,  supply  trains 
were  delayeil,  if  indeed  they  were  provided;  the  men*8  shoes  were  torn 
and  worn  by  the  violent  forced  marches;  the  nights  were  cold  and  much 
of  tht>  time  HixMit  in  bivouac;  rations  were  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb, 
and  often  absolutely  wanting, — in  short,  nature,  climate,  and  the  circnm- 
htances  of  war  conspinHl  to  sow  disease  and  create  suffering  in  the  ranks 
of  our  young  re(;:iments  burning  with  loyalty  and  with  ambition  to  dis- 
tinguish thcniselveH  m  battle.  The  Twenty-third  exncrienced  the  usual 
round  of  dutit's — garrisoning  and  guarding,  and  marching  on  expeditums 
involving  almost  incredible  fatigue  and  exposure,  though  apparently  with 
no  important  result. 

About  the  1st  of  February,  1863,  at  West  Plains,  it  was  brigaded 
with  the  'rwcnty-fir:?t  and  Twenty-second  Iowa,  under  Col.  Stone  of  the 
Twenty-second.  This  brave  brigade,  long  associated  together,  was  des- 
tined to  wm  honor  for  itself  and  its  state  by  its  brilliant  achierements 
in  fiitun>  bloody  buttle  scenes.  Exposure  and  hardship  lost  many  lives 
to  the  regiment,  ('ol.  Dewey  died  m  November.  Lt.-Col.  Kinsman  was 
pronu)tA>d  to  his  place,  Maj.  Glasgow  became  lieutenant  colonel  and  Capt. 
Clark  of  Company  H,  major.  With  its  brigade,  the  regiment  was  at  Emi- 
n^nct^  and  Iron  Mountain,  remaining  for  a  time  at  the  latter  place  and 
then  marchint;  to  St.  (ienevieve  on  the  river.  In  the  marches  and  move- 
ments of  the  Twenty-third,  as  a  part  of  the  brigade,  some  interesting  addi- 
tionid  items  may  l^e  found  in  the  sketch  of  the  Twenty-second  Iowa.  No 
official  hintory'has  been  furnished  the  adjutant  general  of  the  Twenty- 
first  or  the  Twenty-third. 


now 


The  t)rigade,  including  also  the  First  Iowa  battery,  Capt.  Harry  Griffiths,  was 
»w  onlt'rtMl  to  join  (i*-n.  (irant's  army  around  Vicksburg.     It  arrived  March 


*J*i,  1^0:^  at  Millik<'n's  Bend,  Louisiana.  Reorganized  in  this  new  army, 
the  l)riu'ad«>  was  increased  by  the  Kleventh  Wisconsin,  and  was  designate! 
il^«  Second  bri>.Mdt>.  Fourteenth  divison.  Thirteenth  army  corps.  Col.  Harris 
of  tiie  Kleventh  Wisconsin  commanded  the  brigade,  Gen.  Carr  the  division, 
an<l  (i«'ii.  Mc(Jli.Tnand  the  corps.  On  the  12th  of  April  the  brigade  went  on 
a  ^ho^t  e\pi>.lition  to  drive  out  some  rebel  cavalry  at  Richmond,  Loaisiana. 
Accompli>hing  this,  it  awaited  at  Perkins  Landing  the  arrival  of  its  corps. 
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The  Thirteenth  corps  embarked  April  28th  on  the  transports  which  had  mn 
the  blockade  at  Vicksburg,  and  moved  down  the  river  nearly  to  Grand  Gulf, 
debarking  on  the  opposite  side. 

On  the  2f)th,  a  grand  bombardment  of  the  powerful  rebel  forti6cations  of 
Grand  Gulf  by  the  union  fleet,  was  witnessed  by  our  army  from  the  river 
bank.  Tlic  interest  was  intense  while  the  brilliant  spocbicle  lusted,  but 
our  Heet  finally  withdrew.  The  army  was  now  moved  down  to  a  point 
below  Grand  Gulf,  where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night — but  not  to  sleep. 
The  soldiers  were  awakened  by  the  roar  of  the  guns,  as  our  gunboats  con- 
voying the  transports,  successfully  ran  under  and  out  from  the  batteries  of 
iirantl  Gulf.  When  morning  came,  our  troops  embarked  for  Bruinsburg, 
and  then  was  l^egun  the  march  inland  which  was  to  make  the  way  to  Vicks- 
burg  a  line  of  battle  fields. 

First  came  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson,  where  the  brigade,  now  under  Col. 
Stone,  led  the  advance.  It  fought  earliest  and  latest,  and  signalized  itself 
by  its  gallantiT.  The  Twenty-third  Iowa  led  its  brigade  advance  in  the 
auftemoon,  and.  its  loss  was  greater  than  that  of  any  other  Iowa  regiment. 

The  next  battle  field  on  the  march  to  Vick8burg  was  Raymond,  where  the 
briga4l<\  now  under  Gen.  Lawler,  did  not  participate. 

The  division  awaited  hen)  Sherman's  return  from  Jackson.  When  the 
capitil  of  Mississippi  fell,  it  marched  on  to  the  bloody  field  of  Champion 
Huls.  But  Carr*8  division  was  here  held  in  reserve,  and  Lawler *8  daring 
brigade  marched  on  to  create.*  one  of  the  most  brilliant  episodes  of  the  war 
in  its  dashing  charge  at  Black  Kiver  Bridge,  where  its  daring,  alone,  pur- 
chased the  victory. 

The  sacrifice  was  great.  The  Twenty-third  Iowa  led  in  the  charge,  and 
CoL  Kinsman  was  among  the  killed.  The  Twenty-second  Iowa  had  been 
detached  to  co-operate  l)y  another  wav,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  the 

SeaU'r  part  of  the  escaping  Rebels.  These  brilliant  engagements  in  which 
e  brigade  was  conspicuous  are  described  in  the  chapter  on  Vicksburg. 

The  Twenty-third  Iowa  was  now  for  a  time  detached  from  its  brigade,  to 
conduct  the  many  prisoners  of  Champion  Hills  and  Black  River  Bridge  to 
Memphis.  On  the  return  it  reached  Milliken's  Bend  in  time  to  re-enforce 
the  small  coloreii  garrison  when  attacked  by  the  Rebels,  June  7th.  (See 
chapter  20.)  The  bnive  TwiMity-third  had  already  been  reduced  bv  \U  short 
career  of  service  to  less  than  '3X)  men  fit  for  duty,  and  now  again  lost  heav- 
ily. It  was  comniiind^'d  in  the  tight  by  Lt.-Col.  Glasgow,  and  with  him 
receive<l  8j>ecial  nn.'Oirnition.  The  regiment  now  rejoined  its  brigade  in  the 
siege  of  \ioksburg.  That  concluded,  with  its  command  it  hastened  with 
Sherman  to  Jackson,  when'  it  participated  in  taking  the  city.  It  then 
returned  with  its  command  to  \  icksburg,  and  in  August  was  transferred 
with  its  comrade  rpgiin»'nts  and  its  entire  corps,  under  Gen.  Ord,  to  the 
Department  of  the  (iulf. 

In  the  liouisiiina  ex|KNiition.  the  Twenty-third  participated  with  its  brig- 
ade (the  Second),  whit-h  w.is  now  c*ommanded  by  Col.  Harris  of  the  Eleventh 
Wisconsin.  Th«'  division  h\v\  been  consolidated  with  the  Ninth,  was  desig- 
nateil  as  th»'  First  division  of  thi»  Thirte«»nlh  corps,  and  was  commiinded  by 
Gen.  y  C.  Wiishbuine.  Aftt-r  moving  to  Ilieria,  Franklin,  Martinsville, 
Vermillionvillc  and  Opclousa-s  with  soin«>  rikirmishing  on  the  way,  the  First 
division  was  ord«'n*d  to  n*tuni  to  Algi«*rs,  opposite  New  Orleans,  and  embark 
in  an  ♦*x]v»dition  to  Ti^xas. 

Arrivt.»<l  in  T«»xas.  it  Wii««  a  part  of  th»» force  which  eaptur»Ml  Fort  Ksperanza. 
It  pas^isl  its  winter  at  Iinli.in  >la,  and  about  th«'  middle  of  .March,  1^64,  went 
with  thi'  rwfnty-s«'.inid  li>w.i  to  Ma^aj^ord.i  Nland.  H«Te  its  major,  Iietm- 
ard  B.  Hon-^toii,  for  a  tini"  t.tiniiiaiidi' 1  the  Twenty-?i«*«'ond  Iowa,  whose  reg- 
imental otfiifM>  wiii' ;i)»-rnL  <i»'n.  Fit/,  llfury  Warn»n  had  bfi'ii  for  some 
tim"  in  ciniiiimd  •»!  thf  lirikM'l»».  I'h*'  First  <livi>ion  of  the  Thirteenth 
cor[)s  \va>  iidw  iMtli-ml  Unk  to  N^w  Orleans  to  rf-«'nfurce  tJen,  Bankn. 
who  ii.ul  iii't  wifli  r.-viT-i''-:  ■•n  tli-  li^'il  Kiv»T.  May  4th,  the  Twcnty-tl>ird 
regiincnt  ami  a  •l''tachin».Mit  '»!'  the  Twenty-ajvond.  with  some  other  troops, 
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HtarteJ  from  Neii-  IJileans  up  the  Miaaia^ippi,  under  oommand  of  Qeu,  Fit* 
Henry  Wurrcn.  Tlipy  piroMedeJ  to  Fort  de  Rusie^.  wbere  navigTilion  wiw 
i:li^uiuii''l.  Hr'liirning  to  the  montli  of  Red  rivor,  the  airivul  of  triui»port« 
■  i:.j:  ■  I  I.I'  •:  ■■  I-  1>  |irwt-eil.  May  15th,  to  Semmsport,  on  the  Atchnfamyn. 
■      ■-  troopn.    The  army  then  marched  to  Morgu!i«>  ud 

>  ■  '111'  TwentT-second  Iowa  wus  ordered  tu  the  Eaet,  U>  join 

:ii.   Shi'Diimloab  Valley.     The  Twenty  third  was  now  in  a 

I  .1  ill"  Tweutieth  Iowa  and  other  regiment,    Thebngade 

■     ■.   ■   .'I      ,    l.t -Col.  Leake  of  the  Twentieth  Iowa,  and  was  in  the 

.1     ■  '11'    Ninetoentii  army  corps.    The  remainder  of  the  year 

i"i||  I',  li."    I'liiuiand  in  Arkansas,  in  ditScult  marches  and  in  ardiiou* 

■.v.i  li  III!  ti.riifi.-.itMiis.     In  the  bejfinnin^  of  the  new  year.  186-%  the  tom- 

iu,iii.|  r.dirni.'d  to  New  Orleans  to  join  in  the  approaching  Mobile  catnpaiirn, 

I   .1.  i;i,i~^'(iw  bi'Lntf  much  of  (he  time  in  command  of  the  brigade,  Lt.-Ool. 

I  I  111,-  l.'il  till'  Twi'Tity-third  Iowa.     It  participated  in  the  Inboriooa  uiBI'rhillR 

ui.i  ii,iL,i.:v  r...iil-  uikI  in  the  opprationa  of  the  sie^.  and  in  the  storminer  of 

>i    11    '    I    "I     ■■■■■   .1  ^Mllant  part.     HemainingBome  time  at  Uobile,   it  wa» 

I  .  encamping  at  Columbus,  where  Mai.  Houiton  coro- 

:i  .  I  Illy  '111.  iy6.>,  it  was  honorably  mastered  out  of  the  »er- 

M'  '   .Mil   !   I  iM:"<i  In  Iowa,  tliuB  closing  its  brilliant  militiiTy  cuTeiir.    Col. 

^.luiuel  L.  ui,i~i,'<iw  wuH  brevetted  brigadier  general,  December  19,1864. 

FUlil  ii,d  Staff  O^ktra  of  I  he  Tietnlg-third  loiva  Infantrg. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH  IOWA  INFANTRr. 

This  was  the  "Temperance  regiment"  Its  oolonel.  EberC.  Byam,  WMa 
Mi'thodint  preacher,  as  were  other  of  it«  officers.  It  wa«  mastered  inlotlie 
si-n-irc  at  Mii'ciitinc,  September  18,  1S62,  John  Q.  WilOs  was  lieutenant 
.■.ii.iiinl,  lui-l  1-M   \Vrii;ht,  major.     It  is  to  the  courtesy  of  the  major,  now 

\\  i,/,.i    I  I  .1   i||,>  iiiithor  is  indebted  for  the  material  for  this  «kctch  of 

:'.  i.iirtli.    In  camp  at  Mnscatine  thereiciment  lurt  many  of 

it  was  ordered  to  report  at  Helena.  ArkaniM,  and 

I'      lii-i-  :!Xtli,  where  it  was  placed  in  the  brigHile of  Col. 

^l   '.:>.  I     'WTith   liidiAna.     November  ITth,  llie  regiment  formed 

I  .1  .11         uudi.T  lien.  Ho»ey,t«lhe  mouthofthe  Wbit«  river. 

I:.  '  ii'i',  Midfiissippi,  to  aid  in  a  movement  by  Gen.  Onsta 

I'  .1.  ii.'.iril  for  the  first  time  the  Kreetingof  hostile  UBBOn. 

I  i!  ii  iMrlicipateil  iaGen.  Oomjan'aexpetlilion  up  the  WUta 

I   .    I       ]       <    ].      r  '  t'l  rain,  cold  and  front  proved  fntid  to  many. 

rl  .  .  .'|.i  '><i- li.'auty,  had  l>ecomea  Venice.     Huin  wan  nlioOtt  UKM- 

.ui  .  !  I.  .  ^.  i.'i  <  rif  th''  Mimiuippi  fbrmnj  kkuion  eilluir  hand,  wbito 
||  ■  -il  .  ,-  n.  i.  I  iiiiiU,  llip/aded  by  canoM.  Camp  wa*  removrd  tn  tha  Ulb 
.ii)<l  till'  ri»iil  Ujiilii'i  r.iiseij  and  pike<l  When  the  flooil  finally  aulMadcil,  ■ 
ImiltiuIi'^is  iiiiiij  n'mained.      Diaeue  ran  riot.    The  Twen^-fourth  ilmM 
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buried  each  day  a  comrade,  and  the  hills  became  dotted  with  ^n^ves.  F(>b- 
ruary  15th,  in  Gen.  Fisk's  briffude,  the  regiment  was  part  of  the  force  which 
cleared  out  the  obstructions  in  the  Yazoo  Pu^s.  When  spring  appeared,  it 
entered  on  Grant's  active  Vieksburg  campaign.  It  was  in  Harvey's  division 
of  McCiemand's  corps.  It«  brigade  included  the  Twenty-eighth  Iowa  and 
Forty-seventh  Indiana,  and  was  commanded  by  Col.  Slack  of  the  last  named 
regiment.    The  damps  of  Helena  had  left  it  but  COO  well  men. 

April  2Sth  we  find  the  Twenty-fourth  embarking  at  Perkins'  Landing,  on 
the  steamers  which  had  run  the  blockade  at  Vicksbnrg.  Near  Grand  Gulf 
the  gunboats  advanced  alone  to  engage  the  enemy,  the  troops  waiting  on 
the  transports  to  land  and  anaauit  when  the  batteries  should  be  silenced. 
It  was  a  magnificent  bombardment  of  five  hours — but  fruitless.  The  plan 
was  changed.  Ihe  soldiers  landed  at  Hard  Times,  opposite,  and  marched 
to  a  point  below.  That  night  the  fleet  run  the  blockade  and  morning  found 
the  army  crossing  to  Bniinsburg. 

The  battle  of  Port  Gibson,  the  first  of  the  brilliant  series  leading  up  to 
Vicksburg,  opened  at  daylight  of  May  Int.  (For  battles  of  this  campaign 
sw  chapter  IS.)  The  i*eginu'nts  vied  with  each  other  in  seeking  the  posts 
of  honor.  Ool.  Byum  of  the  Twenty-fourth  left  the  field  from  illness,  but 
his  regiment  acquittt^d  itself  like  one  skilled  on  the  battle  field — in  a  way  to 
make  our  untried  Iowa  boys  equally  sought  for  to  lead  charges  and  assaults 


Tlie  contest  was  fierci*  and  blooily.  Hovey  could  not  find  words  to  express 
his  admiration  of  the  two  brave  Iowa  regiments  of  his  division.  *'What 
shall  I  say  of  the  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-eighth  Iowa!  "  Hut  it  was  a 
gloomy  night  for  the  heroes  of  the  day  when  at  roll  call  only  half  responded 
to  their  names.  Company  H  of  the  Twenty-fourth  was  body  guard  of 
McCIemard  and  not  in  the  fight.  May  24th,  the  regiment  took  its  place  at 
the  left  of  the  line  investing  Virksburg,  and  sharetl  fully  and  patientlv  in  the 
arduous  duties  of  the  siege.  July  4th,  when  Vicksburg  tell,  it  joined  in  the 
swift  pursuit  of  Johnston. 

August  2d,  the  Twenty-fourth  embarked  for  a  new  field— the  Department 
of  the  Gulf,  under  (ien.  Banks.  U  engaged  in  a  campaign  in  Louisiana 
which  led  through  [irashe.ir  C-ity,  Berwick  and  Verniillionville.  During  its 
progress,  Capt.  .!.(■.  G^n?  wilm  shot  by  gu»*rrillas.  Maj.  Wright  took  command 
of  the  regiment,  Col.  Hyiim  having  n'signed  June  .'{(>th,  and  Lt.-Col.  Wilds 
being  home  on  r>>criiiting  nervicf.  The  exiXMlition  lasted  mort*  than  two  months, 
but  little  was  accoinpliHiitil.  March  1'^  l>^i4,  the  Twenty- Fourth  with  its  com- 
mand entered  on  (i«Mi,  JUnksN  unhappy  Ked  river  expedition.  (See  chapter 
2^}.)  Col.  Kaynor  coniniantl«Ml  the  brigade  (the  Third),  Gen.  Cameron  the 
division  (the  rinrd)  and  ( t (>n.  Ibansoin  the  two  divirtious  (the  Third  and  Fourth) 
detached  from  th«*  Thirt<'»'ntli  army  corps.  Reaching  Pleasant  Hill  the  even- 
ing of  April  7tli.  tlir'  liri;;ad«'  was  ordered  to  8up|K)rt  otir  cavalry  whieh  was 
skirmishing  with  the  ♦Mi»'niy.  Hut  the  enemy  fell  Inu'k.  At  daylijrht,  line 
of  march  was  p'^uiiumI,  anil  at  '2  r.  m.  wa.^  fought  the  di>«astrous>  liattlo  of 
ManHfield  or  S.ibin-*  ( 'r»s«;  U  )ail'i.  Cameron's  division  wa^  onl»*red  to  opposo 
alM)ut  ten  tinl^'^^  its  niiiiil.»  »r.  Kive  comnanie:*  of  the  Twi-nty-ftmrth,  undi*r 
Maj.  Wriu'ht,  iouLrht  an<l  l'»-it  luMvilv.  Tiie  oth«»r  tiv*  ronipaniej  were  escort- 
ing a  train.  K-treatiny,  lM«M*i,mt  itill  was  reacheil  about  sunrise  of  the  Uth, 
and  tin*  divi-.il )n«i  of  thi*  Tlurtefntii  oi>rps  were  onl»*red  t^i  iinrneiliati'ly  take 
the  trains  t«)  ( 1 1. UK  1  Kion*,  on  the  i{i'd  river.  It  wa^  but  the  Hdvan«-<»  of  a 
granil  n'tr.'at  ••nt-n'l  up«ni  l»y  Banks  with  hi'*  entire  torot?  aft»T  Pleasant 
Hill  was  fniifht  «)ii  April  '.♦tli.  TliiH  in'»rtifyini;  P'tP-at  was  e  »ntinually 
hura^s«-<l  liy  iii.»  »MV'iny,  till  with  skirmishini;  awl  tiLfhting  and  daily  los-e-*, 
the  Mi«i-i'<ippi  riv-r  w.i-  rtM<h.'d  May  'JKt.  A  pirt  of  this  time  Maj. 
Wriifht  liail  r.Mnm.in'l'-'l  hi-j  l.»rii,Mtl»'.  Lt.-»\>1.  WiMs  al>«>  n*turned  to  the 
regiment.     I'lii*  rxiH'iIiti.ni  of  Gen.  Banks  had  Ix^en  signally  unfortunate. 

I.  w.  T.— ;u 


IOWA   IN-    WAR  TUBS. 

to  "embark  for  an  unknown  de«tiiiatiOD>"    On 

■  "  Slar  of  the  Soutli,"  the  sealed  orders  wet*  opmed. 

"•  wij.^  h'ortrpiis  Monroe,  Tirgiiiia,  and  the  purpoe^  t«  ima  Ih* 

Ihil.  -li.'riilun  in  the  Shenandoah  VaUey.    The  role  that  the 

i.   !  ■'■iiily-fiioHh  and  Twentj-eightb  Iowa  regimenti  played 

:\  -l  I'l'inily  Vatl(>y  campaini],  and  the  glo^  these  brnvD  eol- 

■'  ■Li.-'lvi-;  unii   lowtt  at  Winchesler  and  Fisher's  Hill  and 

I      I  i<i'  '''iJ  in  cbnpter  30.     It  wa«  a  brilliant  ending  to  their 

III.     J.iDuary  6,  1865.  the  Twenty-fourth  wai  tmufartid 

-  .■annaii,  Georgia.    With  the  other  two  Iowa  nfptnaili 

'.v,i'<  in  llie  rpar  gaaxd  of  Sbermaii's  northward  mordaiw 

:<  I'   III  City.  Goliisboro.  Savanoah,  Bamborgh  and  AngiHtk 

Aiiii}  lill  on  July  17,  l!^,  at  SaTatinah,  it  wax  tDastetvd  Out 

JL'lit,  first  m^or,  was  breretted  brigadier  geDemt  to  rank  Fnnn 


/■if  M  n,!,]  Sinjr  Offietrn  of  Iht  TtMnts-fourl\  Iowa  In/anli-y. 


fright.  \lobB  r.  Ktj. 

.derClirk.  JohoM.  Wlttt      __ 

■II  W.  Mmtlp.  HaotT  M.  Ljom. 


t»«ti  W.  ViDMn. 


HrlTUUI  8.  OOOk. 


TU'EN'TY-FIFTH    IOWA   INFANTRY. 

[ii.il<'ri,il  T'li'  fhJH  Hkctcb  of  a  biave  regiment  the  author  owco  Uiank* 
'.  .11"  '  '<:  <',,].  D,  ,1.  Palmer  and  Quartermaster  J.  W.^amer.  Tlw 
ri!  i-t.T0d  into  the  Bcrviee  at  Mt.  Plt^Aaant.  SepleiubGr  37, 
I  ri''.  foiiLii.'r  li<?utcniDt  in  the  Fintt  infantry,  aiid  alitor  In 
'  ..  WII4  iiiade<;o1oneli  Fabian  Brydolf.  formi-r  caplttin  in 
'  '.iliy  lost  hie  right  aim  at  SbiJoh,  -wm  mnde  licutcniuit 
,  1 1  1  .lytor  roajor.  1  he  regiment  wau  wnt  to  St.  Lotiie  M)d 
.11    ■■■       1 1  :..iii-iia.     Here.  detachnientB  of  the  ruiriment  partldMUd 

aiil  of  Gen.  Grunt'imovemf^nt.  loCold  Water,  udibo 

....  r,M'  '.I.I.  U'liitLTivpr  expedition.  In  the  winU-r  of  1^2.  in  KiM- 
i.>-><|.:-i.,ii-i-  iiiijveiueiit  against  Vickaburg,  the  rr-glmi-nt  wiu  placed 
.  .~ii'i  j»'n  Jivinion,  llie  First,  of  the  Fifteenth  armycorpii.  It  rrmaioed 
iif  till-  f.m.*'  In  the  end  of  the  war. 

iitiii|iiiitil  in1hedisBctrou«engaRemcntof  Chicka»uwfiayou,  when  it 
-sLuniliT  llr.'.  I Si«  chapter  ITT)  Thefirtt  man  killed  from  ita  nnhi 
iiporjl  Yiiunt.  iJotnpany  B.  (See  page  32!).)  Agnin,  Junuory  11. 
Ill- TwKiily-firib  fougLtat  the  capture  of  Arknnaaii  tW,  and  with  txn- 
iis  >Jor  iind  aevero  loae.  (See  chapter  IT.)  A<^t.  F.  Kirkwood 
■•■.■■'  iiinrtnlly  wounded.  Now  the  regiment  wtui  located  in  the  unboflltll- 
.1,  ,iF  li.iirn/M  I'oint.  Early  in  Aprilil  kub  sent  in  Oen.  Sti-cle't  mcpe- 
1 .1     .:  ..i|.',   MiBnieiiippi,  whoau  object  wiu  to  titltact  the  enemy'* 

'ri  priDiiiml  movement.    When  the  ndTunco  of  (Snint'* 

I.  .,  ..M.Ktk  plate, thpTweotyiifthlowBHnd'rhirliolhMiwoiiri 
I.I  II II. I  .  < '1  ^tone.  to  Richmond.  Louisiana,  to  fniBrd  the  panlw>D* 
]i|,K>'  Winn  relieved,  they  mKicheil  to  Hard  Tiuiw  Lamling,  VaL 
U'lrikc  \'\Mt.->l  in  command  of  the  tnniportii  ferrying  the  array  to 
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Gnwd  Oiilf.  After  omtting,  the  regiment  escorted  a  supply  tnin  to  the 
front^  Ofertaking  the  army  corps  at  Clinton,  Miatiieippi,  and  taking  its 
position  with  its  divisioD.  Capt.  W.  F.  Conrad  was  captored  at  Raymond 
and  was  held  prisoner  till  near  the  close  of  the  war,  escaping  then  to  oar 
line  at  Knomile,  Tennessee.  He  was  thus  never  aUe  to  rejoin  his  regi- 
ment,   Ue  is  now  a  well-known  ludge  in  Des  Moines. 

In  the  adTance  of  the  Fifteenth  army  corps  the  regiment  reached  Vii^s- 
boig  and  took  position  at  the  ea^treme  right  of  the  investing  line.  It  par- 
ticipated in  the  bloody  aacaalt  of  Miiy  2M^  losing  heavily.  Day  and  ni^t, 
tlie  regiment  took  its  part  in  advancing  the  lines,  in  digging,  in  fortifying, 
in  skinnishiDg,— in  all  pertaininff  to  that  famous  siege.  (See  chapter  18.) 
It  gained  a  position  for  its  shanmiooterB,  commanding  the  famous  water  bat- 
teiy  with  the  gun,  **  Whistling  Dick,**  in  trying  to  work  which  the  Rebels 
admitted  losing  large  numbers  of  men.  In  the  meantime,  Lt-Cd.  Brjdolf 
ol  the  Twenty-fifth  had  resig^ned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Capt  David  J. 
Fafaner  of  Company  A.  Maj.  Taylor  had  left  the  service  and  was  succeeded 
br  Capt  J.  L.  Perkins  of  Company  D.  When  Yidaburg  fell,  July  4th, 
uompi  were  the  orders  to  move  by  3  o*clock  next  meaning  in  pursuit  of 
Jbhnmn.  While  Jackson  was  besieged*  the  Twenty-fifth  with  its  brigade 
aad  with  the  cavalrv  under  Gen.  Bussey  was  sent  to  Canton  to  denroy 
taifaeoad  property.  Returning,  the  entire  Fifteenth  army  corps  went  into 
OMBp  at  Black  River^  Bridge.  In  September  the  division  embarked  for 
Memphis.  Gen.  Osterhaup  had  succeeded  Gen.  Steele  in  its  command. 
Route  was  then  taken  for  Corinth,  and  then  a  inarch  to  luka  and  Cherokee 
Staftioii. 

The  regiment  was  in  the  engagement  of  Cherokee  Station  and  Tusoombia. 
C3ee  chapter  21.)  Line  of  m£x£  was  now  taken  up  for  Chattanooga.  The 
obatneted  roads  preventing  its  division  from  arriving  to  take  podUon  in  its 
eonat  it  was  temporarily  assigned  to  Hooker's  command,  and  fought  under  htm 
at  Lookout  Mountain,  at  Mission  Ridge  and  at  Ringgold.  (See  chapter  21.) 
OoL  l^one,  the  gallant  commander  dt  the  gallant  IVenty-fifth,  fumidiea 
giaphic  and  full  reports  of  the  many  engagements  in  which  his  regiment  figured. 
Ihe  division  was  sent  to  Bridgeport,  and  then  to  Woodville,  Alabama.  The  Fif- 
teenth corps  was  now  under  (Jen.  John  A.  Logan,  with  headquarters  at  Hunts- 
TiUe.  Following  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  the  Twenty-fitth  was  for  a  time 
detached  from  its  Iowa  brigade  and  brijgaded  with  four  Missouri  regiments, 
CoL  Stone  being  senior  and  commanding  officer.  Two  of  these  regiments. 
the  Third  and  Tweltth  Missouri,  had  at  one  time  been  commanded  oy  Sigel 
aad  Oaterfaans  respectively,  as  colonels.  The  regiment  with  its  brigade  was 
in  several  expeditions,  one  to  Lebanon,  Alabama,  and  one  to  Cleveland* 
Itenessee. 

May  1st,  the  regiment  set  out  for  the  Atlanta  campaign.  It  had  resumed 
its  plaoe  in  WiUiamson^s  Iowa  brigade,  the  regiments  of  which,  the  Fourth. 
Ninth,  Twenty-fitth  and  Thirty-first  Iowa,  remained  comrades  till  the  end 
of  the  war.  For  the  port  pl«^ea  by  this  command  with  its  Fifteenth  corps 
in  the  brilliant  campaign  foUowioir,  its  long  series  of  marches,  skirmishes 
and  battles,  see  chapter  2o.  The  regiment  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of 
Hood  and  then  under  Shenuan*s  banner  marched  to  the  sea.  (See  chapter 
27.)  At  Savannah,  Col.  Stone  of  the  Twenty-fifth  took  command  of  this 
Iowa  brigade  to  which  the  Thirtieth  Iowa  was  attached,  and  led  it  on  its 
march  northward.  (See  chapter  31.)  At  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  to  Col. 
Sjtone  and  bis»  gallant  brigade  fell  the  distinguished  honor  of  taking  posses- 
sion, in  the  name  of  our  army,  of  this  stronghold  of  the  Confederal,  the 
mayor  delivering  the  city  into  their  hands.  At  the  battle  of  Bentonsville  the 
Twenty-fifth  lost  heavily.  It  marched  on  with  Sherman's  army  to  Wash- 
ington and  joined  in  the  grand  review.  It  was  muUered  out  of  the  service 
at  Washington,  June  6,  1860. 

Geo.  A.  ^itone  was  brevetted  brigadier  general  March  13,  1865. 


"". 
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Fitld  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  TuttntyM^  ioica  Infanlrj. 


»» 

-«- 

1                 MA.O... 

_™. 

ne. 

1  Calvin  Tajlor. 
J^hn  L.  PBrklu. 

Hcurr  H.  Far. 
lOliu.  F.  Umnb. 

TIUM.  B.  CDlUllll. 

OKUT. 

OLO».^>. 

1              AWUTiXTB. 

1  -....^™. 

Il'vlj"."! 

Jiuer. 

VCSWm^»,, 

Jb,7«l. 

FriKlt'tkk  J.  Ctork. 
J.  WUlfleUKXtner. 

TWENTY-SIXTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

Tms  regiment  wua  mustered  into  the  service  at  CIIiiloii,8eptcmbei'30.IS62. 
nithAlilo  Smith  ua  colonel,  Samuel  0.  Magill  ba  lieiiteDaat  colonel,  and 
Samuel  Clnrko  us  major.  Being  seot  Soutli.  it  joined  the  Twenty -fonrtli  at 
St,  1^1119  :m'i  epi^eJil;  moved  with  it  to  Helena,  Arkansas,  where  it  waa 
:ilt:i<'li<'il  to  thp  Army  ol'Ihe  Southwest.  It?  stay  at  Helena  was  an  unba^ipy 
<<)ii'.  \\\ir  ih.ii  (ii -i>  iii^ioy  of  ourre^iinentfl.  The  rain  was  almoutinceanintiiud 
iIji'  [ij  :<1  'IiIIm  II  1  III  li'.iverde.  Drillinir  could  not  be  pursued  and  Kickneitt 
.[III  il'.itiL  |.i!|.i\t.'.l  the  exposure.  The  spirita  of  the  men  fell  low  and 
Hi'iTM  !■■  irii'  li.lilul  froiD  HBSocialion.  Two  expeditions  varied  lh» 
[  1.  .I'  ■  .  .1  I  ;.|.  lift'.  Una  went  up  the  White  nver  to  Dovairg  Bloll, 
■  I  ■  ■    .    iiiii  MissisBippi  in  supportof  a  movement  of  Grant. 

'  ■  ■■      ■     .     ■  Slicrnmn  H  movement  to  Chickanaw  Baytxt  to  co^p- 

U'llhnut  directly  enffaainK.  thelVenty-siith  wan  nnder 

Chieka-iaw  Bayou,   where  tho  Fourth  regiment  won 


-e  of  Ark 


.._^ __-isPoBtby  McCtemand,  Januai^'ll, 

e  ti^htini;  regfimenls,  none  more  diBtinKoiKhed  itB«lf 

iMLi,  (See  clmpter  17.)  (Jen.  Thayer,  proud  of  his  Iowa. 
■x\n\i  words  of  tribute  to  ita  bravery  to  Gov.  Kiikwood. 
,iiL'  bi'tter  than  to  lead  tucli  soldiers."  The  btiKod''  wiw 
I  "t  Sherman's  corps.  The  reeiment  ButTered  heavy  lou. 
L  lisliurjc  I'ampaiftn,  the  reuimeut  waa  in  Steele's  Deer 
'  iivilli.-  and  tho  interior,  to  draw  attention  from  Rnut'i 
.  1^  present  at  thecaptnni  of  Jackson,  May  Uth.  On  Van 
n  the  investing  line  at  Vicksburg,  two  officern  and 


!  wounded  that  day.    Col.  Smith  was  woimd«d  ii 

'  "lar  22d,  the  regimen. 

i;ipt(T  18.)    Lt.-Col.  Magill  and  Blaj.  Clarke  had  reugned 


if  tlie  10th,  and  in  the  bloody  charge  of  Mar  22d.  the  regiment  loat 


-  _-.  ..nd  A<Ut.  Ferreby  having  been  severely  woumUd 

I.    I-   I' "  1.  >'.ipl.  Koe  acted  with  the  colonel  as  field  officer,  until  tlie 

■    ■■■■•/    -  ■    ji'liy  iirtlieutpnantcoIoneJ.     When  Vickaburg capitulated, 

I  >-~i\th  wa:«  in  Sherman's  puraning  armv,  in  thcuiegttof 

i'<-<'i{ij<-nt  pursuit  to  Bmndon.     <'ol.  Smita  led  the  brigade, 

■  ..     II  nv'inip'ut.    At  the  Black  Hiver  Bridge  in  August  aiul 

ih'l  fi'vtr  thinned  the  ranka. 

<<   i"i.-inieril  la  at  luka  toguard  therailway.     FromOctober 

1-  a  niDiiing  Bgbt  Wtween  Tuscumbia  and  Chwokp*. 

i-illi'il  and  on^  severely  wounded.    November  2%j,  in  tha 

i    I    "tiUi   Lirmy  corpa  the  regiment  in  at  Chat  tan  oogA.    Sea 

'  ■    ■ii-'.'ltli.  it  fightu  with  Hooker  on  ixKikout  Mountain,  fol- 

,  .     r.iry  to  Mission  Kidge  on  thu2Jth.  und  to  Kioggold  oa 

ii      1/         1.  I'l'rreliy  is  again  wounded.    At  Woodvillo  Ihodayahrt 

ji.i-.  ih>'  [I'L'iiiK'nt  numbered  50*2.    It  waa  commoDded  by  Capt.  Boo, 

t.'  tiri^.iUi'  l.y  Col.  Smith.    A  reoaoDOinaDoe  on  the  T^osaee  riv«r 


• 


• 
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look  plaee»  file  enemy  being  melftiidNimlied.    la  ]faieli«  18iM»  the  fep- 
nenieitebliihed  ■nontportafe'^iiiuw  Alebena. 

MajT  lit  U  ttarfted  on  the  Atlanta  campaign.  Its  hittoiy  heie  k  mom 
folly  raooided  than  at  any  other  time  of  its  career,  by  Maj,  John  Lnbbect. 
It  wee  a  hard-fighting  regiment  in  the  brigade  of  Ckn.  Woods,  at  was  alao 
the  niirtieth  Iowa.  It  was  in  Osterhans  s  division,  as  was  Williamson's 
Iowa  brigade.  The  Twentv-sixth  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Rssaoa, 
losil^  1  Killed  and  2  wonnoed.  The  next  day  it  crossed  the  creek  by  wadinff 
snd  on  logs,  fighting  as  it  crossed.  It  drove  the  enemy,  bat  had  8  killea 
and  21  woonded— 4  mortally.  Three  of  the  woanded  were  commissioned 
oikiecs.  At  Dallas^  on  the  29th,  the  n^ment  lost  1  mortally  woanded  and 
1  nJsiBng.  From  Jone  10th  to  26th,  it  was  daily  engaged  at  Big  Shanty. 
Seven  weie  woanded,  1  an  o£Bcer,  and  1  killed.  In  the  Eenesaw  valley, 
eooetaatlv  onder  fire,  2  were  killed  and  3  woanded.  Continuoaslv  engaged 
m  diaipshooting,  Jaly  Ist,  1  was  killed  and  1  woanded.  From  the  5ui  oo, 
at  the  Oiattahooehee  river,  it  was  skirmishinff.  Its  division  recaptured  De 
Gmss*s  battery,  where  the  Twenty-sixth  had  o  woanded.  At  Ksra*s  Chapel, 
vheie  tiie  whole  Fifteenth  corps  was  engaged,  it  had  1  officer  and  1  man 
eetevely  woanded.  The  intervals  were  mlra  with  marching,  intrenching, 
gnardfng  and  picketing,  and  sapportinff  other  foroes.  Jaly  dOth,  worn  oot 
with  acBon,  toe  Twenty-sixth  was  ordered  to  the  reserve.  Aajirart  9th,  it 
was  thrown  again  to  the  front,  and  a  man  was  killed  oo  the  skirmish  line. 
TQl  the  25th,  in  continaoas  aaty  and  skirmish,  1  officer  and  2  men  were 
kQled  and  9  severdy  wounded.  At  Jonesboro,  Aogast  Slst.  1  officer  and  4 
SMo  were  woanded.  September  Ist,  re-enforcing  a  brigade  in  the  Seven- 
teenth corps,  1  officer  and  3  men  were  woanded.  At  Lovcgoy,  throwing^  np 
^rarioi  and  pkirmii>hing,  4  were  severely  woanded.  Marching  to  East  Point, 
1  saa&  was  woanded.  October  4th,  the  regiment  joined  in  the  porsoit  of 
Hood.  On  the  Etowah,  some  of  its  men  sank  down,  exhausted  by  the 
iBieed  march,  and  were  either  killed  or  captored  by  guerrillas.  Onober 
16lh,  the  regiment  aided  in  asfaulting  and  driving  the  enemy  at  Ship's  Qap, 
oaiyylor*8  Ridge,  losing  1  killed  and  4  wounded.  In  this  we  have  a  brief 
oatline  of  the  experieoce  of  a  hard-fighting  regiment 

November  15th,  the  Twenty-sixth  marched  with  Sherman's  army  for  the 
sea.  Forase  was  abundant,  health  good  and  spirits  high.  Reaching 
SJsvannah,  Uie  regiment,  with  its  brigade,  escorted  a  forage  train  forty  miles 
Uto  the  interior.    On  its  return  it  found  our  army  occupying  the  city. 

The  author  is  indebted  to  Lieut.  E.  Svendsen  for  interestinflrparticnlars 
eoBoeming  the  regiment  in  the  march  through  the  Carolinas.  The  Imgade 
eommander,  Qen.  0.  R.  Woods,  now  led  the  otvision,  and  Qen.  W.  B.  Woods 
the  brij^e.  The  Thirtieth  Iowa  was  attached  to  the  Iowa  brigade  of  the 
■Huedivirion,  led  now  bv  Col.  Stone.  At  Dick  Tsylor*s  farm  the  Twenty- 
■xtfa  skirmished  with  rebel  cavalry,  driving  tbeoL  At  Columbia,  it  passed 
Huoof^  the  city  after  the  Iowa  brigade.  That  evening  it  relieved  the 
Thirtieth  Iowa  as  provost  guard  in  the  burning  city.  March  18th  and 
19tht  the  regiment  waded  creeks  waist  deep,  but  all  m  good  spirits.  At 
Bcntonsville,  guarding  supply  and  ammnmtion  train,  itleft  its  camp  for 
the  front,  to  fight  with  the  division,  losing  1  killed  ana  8  wounded.  April 
12th  came  the  news  of  Lee^s  surrender.  Oen.  Logan  passed  down  the 
columns  and  asked  '*  if  they  felt  a  little  better.**  Cheers  went  along  the 
whole  line.  The  Twenty-sixth  marched  on  to  Washington  and  shared  in 
the  grand  review.    It  was  there  mustered  out  of  service,  June  6,  1865. 

C<u.  Milo  Smith  became,  long  vears  afterward,  first  commandant  of  the 
Iowa  Soldiers*  Home  at  Marahalltown,  built  by  a  gratefol  and  generoos 
state  for  its  noble  defenders. 
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1            >u>.».           1          ,m»««. 

Jo  bo  Labiwr*. 
k-aUumU.RabbiH. 
{Wm  H.  Ball. 

1IW,T.BU.«I. 

!£»!&;;. 

MTT.™.-, 

.L...      1            *««T««.            1       A«t..O>W»,* 

iKS; 

11,         TbOH.  0.  Fermbf. 
Brd. 

SSS-"- 

JoHph  a.  FUnt. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  IOWA  INFiNTRT. 

This  I'c^ciinent  waa  mustered  into  the  service  at  Dubuque,  October  8, 19IJ2. 
Tames  I.  (lillii-rt  ■vra.s  coinmiBBiODml  colonel.  Jed  Lake  lieatenunt  colonel  iMrl 
(Icorge  \V.  Hiwiml  i7iaJor,  The  regiment  was  ordered  to  St,  Paul,  Mituie- 
until,  io  ri>i«irf  t'l  ilfii,  Popi),  comiuaodinK  tbo  Army  of  the  Northmwt. 
I  hi  I  Till  I  .ili>  1 1  tMlii  ^ix  i:ompniiies,  was  asaiffned  as  an  escort  to  ^uanl  a 
]<  '.  "'  :'    III  iruiii  Fart  SDellino' to  Uille  Liaca.    AccompHshioti  thio, 

I  I    ' ' .        '    [  I 'i|  t>  Menipliia,  leanessee,  whither  Mlu'.  Honacd  with 
1 1,'             .               ■"■  r'X'nrnTit  had  preceded  tiia. 

\  I     II.  Slii'vman'R  army,  the  regimeiit  was  then  a(]raiie«il 

.iL    I     '   :        l<  yuvh^r   Fi'i<«,  atron)flf  intrenched  on  the  ToUohnttdiie 

II  ■  .1  li.-low  Wnrerford.  MjaBissippi.    Gen.  Grant's  arm;  WHS 
I  ■r-Mitg  i] a wn  tho  railroad,  with  base  of  supplies  at  Hollr 

.~-i"  I         ..   '.<,   ii.'treutiDi;  from  the  Tallahatchie,  the  Tvenly-aoTMitu 

\-  .  i  t  >  ^fuiirding  milroad  on  tha  ri»eiv     la  the  meunUme. 

fl  ;  -1.  w  us,  ftiid  Gen.  Grant's  eKpediboo,  with  Vick*bntft 

I r    '         ,ii>i'uptly  brought  to  a  close.     December  ^tlst,  thn  rcfp* 

^ii'  ■  ' .  ■       I     '  ■■  ii'Miy  G,  nerving  as  train  guard,  was  sent  with  re-«nfori»- 
III'  '.,1-1.1.'        ,':  v. in,  opunitiDg  ajtainst  the  Rebels  under  Gen.  Forr^at 
'    I        I'.-'        i'iiui-s.-o.     But  Forrest  wai  defeated  that  wme  day  by  th» 
ill'       ■  I'hjss    Koiula,  where  the  Tliirty-ninth  Iowa  (bug&t  mt 
I'  I  '      I     '   '",  -I'vi.'iith  juined  in  the  pursuit.     At  the  cloie  of  thn  year 

I-'   ■   .        ,  ■    ri',      'i.nlhliad  lost  68  enlisted  men.     Nearly  300  more  ww» 
I',         I   ■  :i  -''v.;ii  ililfcreat  state*. 

'■.  Ilie  rt';piucnt  was  at  JDckson,  Tennessee,  perronliinff 

'  '   I     I  ,'Lrkrt  ilulie.ii.    There  were  a  number  of  marches  into  the 

'  II  -     >  i'<)rinlh,  where  the  regiment  remained  twenty  darn. 

I  I   viiiu'ly  there  under  Gen.  Dodge,  made  a  succeMWll 

:  I   I     '   I  I  I    \lii;iimii.    A  dctachiueat  of  the  regiment  went  oncAU 

.'11'   I'     ii-iill'.',  MinsiMippi.     Prom  February  3d  to  the  2Slli,  fine 

'..11  ■■    lliiiili'fwon  Station  an  railroad  ^ard.     Hay  6th  th«  cotn- 

l>'^iii''       '     '   iM  '    -:iiljLile()  nt  viirioun  stations  hetween  Oorinth  and  Mem- 

i>!>i-      ll.irK'  III  .liiii<'.  .Iiii'k^n  was  evacuated,  when  the  regiment  mnrcd  ta 

\lu~<  iiu.  .>uMiii  unii'iliui^' ntilway.    JuneGth.  Lt.-Uol.  Lake  woa  mude  com- 

iiiiiriiluil  i.'F   Til''  ihmI  lit  La  Grauge-    Maj.  Uarvanl  took  command  of  tbs 

i-i't-iiiii-ni  iin'l  iiiiMl  Vii^'UKt  ir)tb.Col.Gilbertof  the  briffude.    AugusfjOUi, 

tl..'  i.'.-ini.iil  iii.iiiii.',!  for  Memphis. 

Ill  I    I'ti  wa' to  Arkansas.    At  Btowaatille  Iha  brigade  joined 

I       >  II    I.  miliar  Gen.  Steele.     This  array  captore.1  Little  Roek. 

I  he  batli'iy  trf  the  brigade  wiw  ciigMt^.  the  infnntn' 
I    .iL_'    ■  I  I  III'  n'ltiment  started  Novembw  15)b  fur  Memphis.  rif[iorf- 

iiil:  m  <  I 'II.   Hni'li.iii  of  llie  Sixteenth  arm;  corps.     Here  it  did  picket  duty 
Til..' r.-uMiiia.-i  .if  liioyc-irlSe;!. 


THE  TWENTY-SEVENTH   INFANTRY^  535 

January  28,  1804,  the  re^ment  moved  to  Vicksburg.  In  the  brigade  of 
Col.  iShaw  of  the  Fourteenth  lovra,  to;i:ether  with  the  Fourteenth  and  Thirty- 
second  Iowa  and  Twenty- fourth  Missouri,  it  participated  in  Oen.  Sherman*8 
Meridian  raid.  March  lOth,  with  this  gallant  command,  it  embarked  under 
<ien.  A.  J.  Smith  for  Gen.  Banks's  Red  River  campai^.  (See  chapter  2^i.) 
Approaching  Fort  de  Russcy,  the  re&pment  was  doing  duty  as  provost  guard 
in  Marksville,  until  the  army  should  pass.  Accomphshiiig  this  it  moved 
rapidly  after  the  column,  C'ol.  Gilbert  hurrying  word  forward  that  if  a  bat- 
tle were  in  prospect,  the  Twtmty-seventh  wisheil  to  be  in  it.  Permission 
being  accorded,  the  regiment  joined  in  the  charge,  crossing  the  ti4>ld,  spring- 
ing into  the  ditch,  mounting  the  parapet  and  compelling  surrt^nder.  Again 
at  the  hot  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill  on  April  9th,  the  Twonty-st'venlh  burc  an 
active  and  gallant  part,  sutfering  seven*  loss.  Col.  Gilbert  was  among  the 
wounded.  With  its  brave  brigade  it  did  the  hardest  fightinkc  of  the  day. 
<Jovering  the  army  on  the  grand  retreat,  there  was  contiououH  nkirmishing 
and  fighting.  May  18th,  occurred  the  battle  of  Yellow  Bayou  or  Old  Oaks, 
where  Sliaw's  brigade  was  actively  engaged.  **  It  saved  the  army,**  said  Col. 
Shaw.  The  Twenty-seventh  lost '»  killed  and  14  wounded.  Among  the  lat- 
ter was  Capt.  Chas.  A.  Slocuin.  The  command  arrived  at  Vicksburg  May 
24th.  June  4th,  it  emlNirketl  for  Memphis,  but  on  the  5th  debarketl  to  dis- 
lodge the  enemy  at  Ditch  Bayou  on  Old  River  I^ake,  Chicot  county,  Arkansas. 
Col.  Gilbert  led  the  brig-ade  and  Maj.  Howard  the  regiment.  Koutingthe 
enemy,  tho  command  moved  to  Memphis, 

Next,  the  regiment  Wiis  engaged  in  the  expedition  under  A.  J.  Smith  to 
Tapelo,  Mirt<i.  In  the  battles  ot  Tupelo  and  Old  Town  Creek,  it  was  an  act- 
ive participant.  (See  chapter  29.)  In  August,  the  n^giment  was  in  the 
Oxford  exiK?dition  of  C}en.  Smith,  returning  to  Memphis  August  3Qth.  Sep- 
tember 5t(i,  it  waM  orden?d  to  Mis.souri,  where  in  October,  in  the  army  of  Gen. 
A.  J.  Smith,  it  joined  in  the  imrsuit  of  Price,  returning  to  St.  Louis  Novem- 
ber 18th.  NoveniixT  2'>th.  still  in  lien.  Smithes  army,  the  regiment  moved 
to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  del)arkiiig  Dtnrember  1st.  In  the  battle  of  Nashville, 
December  loth  and  H>th,  the  regiment  participated.  (See  chapter  2S.)  It 
was  led  by  Lt.-('ol.  Lake  r'ol.  Gilbert  commanded  the  brig-ade,  which  wa< 
conspicuous  for  bravery.  Ur  w;us  proinoteil  brigadier  general  for  gallantry*. 
December  ITth,  the  re;ri"ient  joinetl  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  January 
5,  1*<6'».  fouml  the  n-iriment  at  Ka«jtj)ort.  Miss.  On  the  9lh,  it  made  a  recon- 
noissance  to  luka.  February  tHh,  it  left,  to  enter  on  the  Mobile  campaign. 
Leaving  Dauphin  Tslanil  on  .Man-h  2  )th,  on  the  2'>th,  with  its  eoniinand,  it 
joined  in  the  march  with  the  rhirt«.'«*nth  and  Sixteenth  army  corp-*.  arriving 
near  .Mobile  on  the  2'»th.  April  -mI,  the  march  wa.**  re<tumed  to  Blakely.  The 
regiment  f*ngagi'd  \\itii  honor  in  the  >it>gt»  and  in  the  assault.  (See  chapter 
•VI,)  It  was  ie«l  by  M-O-  Howard.  \\*ith  its  lirigale,  umier  Gen.  Gilbert,  it 
occuided  blak>ly  on  the  lOth.    On  the  L'Uh,  it  marched  for  .Montgomery. 

July  1  tth,  122  reeriiits,  who^e  tenin  of  serviee  would  expire  later  than 
Octol)«?r  1,  \<6\  were  transferred  from  th«'  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  to  the 
Tweltlth  Iowa  Infantry.  After  this,  the  rwenty-seventh  Wiis  orden?d  to 
Vicksburg  to  b«'  mustered  out  of  tin*  serviee.  This  was.  however,  delayed 
until  .Vugu^t  >^.  l*»»r»,  wh'Mi  it  was  tinally  mustered  out  at  Clinton.  Iowa.  Its 
ii'cord  had  U-en  one  of  eonstant  bravery  and  const  int  fidelity  to  th».*  cans*.*  it 
had  terveil. 

Col.  (.iillM»rt  was  ma^le  brig.idier  giMieral  February  9,  ISC'),  and  wa«  biv- 
tctteil  major  general  Man.'h  20th.  for  gallantry  at  Blakelv 
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Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Twenty -seventh  Iowa  It^fantfy. 


ooi.O!rsi.fl. 


MAJOB0. 


■UBOXOMI. 


GHAPLAIH*. 


James  I.  Gilbert. 
Ted  Lake. 

Oeo.  W.  Howard. 
8am4  W.  Uemenway. 

Johu  £.  Hanbom. 

Daniel  M.  9ordwell. 
Frederick  F.  Klner. 

LUDT.  COLOXKLA.                    ADJUTAlfTS. 

AIIST.  SUBOKONS. 

red  Lake. 

3eo.  W.  Howard. 

Charles  A.  Gomstock. 
P.  J.  HarrlDgton. 
ChaM.  H.  Lewi8. 

Albert  Boomer. 
David  0.  Hastings. 

Solon  M.  Lanicworthj. 
OliTsr  P.  Shirat. 
Geo.  P.  Smith. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

Tni8  rcflfiment  was  mustered  into  the  service  Octolx^r  10,  1862,  at  Iowa 
>ity.    Wm.  E.  Miller  was  made  colonel,  John  Conuell  lieutenant  colonel, 
md  Hu{;h  B.  Lynch  major.    A  history  of  the  regiment  by  its  chaplain,  J. 
r.  Simmons,  has  lx>cn  the  principal  source  of  data  for  this  sketch.    Setting 
»ut  for  the  field,  the  Twenty-eighth  reached  Helena,  Arkansas,  November 
lOth,  and  pitched  its  tents  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi.    A  detachment  of 
KM)  under  Maj.  Lynch  was  in  the  expedition  of  Gen.  Hovey  into  Mississippi, 
n  aid  of  (icn.  Grant's  movement  toward  Vicksburg.    Private  Wm.  M.  Hall 
voB  shot  by  guerrillat^.    The  expedition  returned  to  Helena,  December  7th. 
?he  ex[>erien('es  now  Huffered  by  the  Twenty-eighth  in  its  wet  and  malarial 
amp  were  so  bitter  and  depressing  as  to  form  the  darkest  picture  in  its 
7holo  car(*er.    They  are  a  recapitulation  of  those  of  the  Twenty-fourtti. 
lickness  and  d«*ath  made  fearful  ravages.    Tvphoid  and  intermittent  fever, 
neasles,  mumps  and  8mall-pox,  all  infected  the  camp. 
January  11, 1^0- >,  an  ex|H>dition  under  Gen.  Gorman  was  undertaken  up 
lie  Whit<>  river  with  the  object  of  co-operating  with  McCIcmand  against 
irkansas  Post.    It  was  one  of  unprecedented  exposure  and  suffering.  At  St. 
Iharles    the    troopit    debarked  in   a   severe  rain,    being  ordered  to  take 
ossession    of  the    town   which    had  been  evacuated  by  the  enemy.     It 
Inquired    four   hours  to  unload   the  transportation.    Two  hours  later,  at 
Ml  in  the  evening,  without  any  apparent  change  in  circumstances,  th^ 
rere  ordered  to  reload.    This   labor  occupied  them  until  atler  daylight. 
i|>out  two  in  the  morning,  the  rain  changed  to  snow,  with  cutting  northwest 
rind.    Tlie  men  worked  in  freezing  mud  and  water  over  their  shoe  tops, 
lieir  clothing  wet  through  and  frozen.    At  eleven  in  tlie  forenoon  they  were 
boaril,  on  the  open,  icy  decks.  The  day  and  night  following  were  spent  in  this 
onditinn,  and  then  they  were  permitted  to  land  at  Clarendon  and  thaw  and 
ry  their  clothing.    From  DuvalFs  Bluff  the  troops  returned  to  Helena.    The 
Miy  rt'hult  of  this  exi)e(lition  was  the  suffering  and  loss  among  our  own  men. 
)me  (lied  on  the  way,  others  sickened  to  die  in  camp,  and  very  many  iKnre 
irougli   life  enfepbi(>d  health  and  ruined  consjbitutions.     February  14th, 
le  regiment  ai«h*d  in  thi?  arduous  labor  of  clearing  out  the  obstructions  in 
le  Yazoo  TasH.  February  •J7th,  Col.  Miller  rei»ignea  and  Lt-Col.  Connell  was 
ronioti'd  to  the  vacancy.     April  II th,  in  preparation  tor  the  new  Vicksburg 
impaign,  the  Twenty-fourtli  and  Twenty-eighth  Iowa,  Fifty-sixth  Ohio  and 
orly-Si'vt'iith  ln<liaria  w»Te  brigaded  togiHher  under  Col.  2^1ack  of  the  last 
im>>d  re^finient,  being  d'^nignated  as  the  Second  Brigii;le,  Twelfth  division, 
nirtci'Mth  army  cx)rps.     G^n.  ilovey  commanded  the  division,  Gen.  McCler- 
.md  tin'  corp-*. 

Frutii  t)ii^  transports  which  ha«l  run  the  blockade  at  Vickrtburg,  the  troops 

itnt'-'icil  the  uu'^iicce^^tiil  l>oinhArdm»*ut  of  Grand  iiulf  by  our  gunboats. 

'♦'h.lrkI^;,^  th«'y  march*  •  I  to  a  i)Oint  b«*low.    Tliat  night  the  flp«»t  successfully 

m  thf  hliN;ka«its  and  the  next  morning  our  army  embarktnl  and  moved 

twn  t )  l^riiinshurg.  At  the  battle  of  I*ort  Gibson,  May  Ist.the  Twenty-eighth 

ught  witli  gallantry— more  like  tried  veterans  than  young  volunteers.    (See 


V  *■'*  - 
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ckntelS.)  liwMtfaepromiaeof  tlie  heioum  aooii  to  be  displajed  on  one 
of  tM  bloodieit  battle  fidds  of  the  war.  May  9th,  Geo.  Qiaot  letiewed 
Hofej*e  di?iaion.  The  Thirteenth  corpe  wae  now  ooutantbr  marohiny, 
flMaaufeiiiiic  and  ddrmiahiog  to  hold  the  eneiiij*s  atteotioa  wlule  Sherman 
aad  McPhenon  were  preannff  toward  JadcBOn. 

Mai  18th  waa  fought  Champion  Hills,  that  fieroe  battle  where  Hom'a 
eoBnumd  engaged  with  each  marveloas  ooarage  and  deiperation.  (See 
ehaater  18.)  Gen.  Hovey  exclaimed:  '*What  ahali  I  aay  of  the  Twenty 
iMinh  and  Twenty-eighth  Iowa!**  Theee  young  rmniMiti  foaght  with  a 
bnteiy  never  •orpatsed,  and  with  fearful  lotf.  ICaj  2$th,  the  regiment 
tookilaplaoe  in  the  line  investing  Violnbarg.  ddng  its  fall  share  inthe 
SNge.    Frequently  one  was  killed  in  the  trencnc 


es  or  even  in  camn.  More 
woonded;  many  sickened  and  died.  Gapt  B.  W.  Wilson  had  become 
Beatenant  colonel  at  Helena.  Now  Gapt.  John  M^yer  became  major,  Mig. 
Iraeh  having  resigned.  July  4th,  when  Yicksborg  fell,  the  regiment 
iflined  Shflnnan*s  army  in  pursuit  of  Johnston.  It  numbered  only  250. 
when  the  siege  of  Jackson  was  oonclnded«  it  retnmed  to  Vioksbarg,  and  in 
AiMQst,  with  its  oonunand,  went  to  Garrollton,  La. 

September  12th,  the  troops  were  reviewed  by  Generals  Grant  and  Banks, 
aad  the  next  dav  an  expedition  under  Banin  into  Louisiana  was  entered 
wpott.  It  led  up  Bayou  Teche  to  Gpeloutas  and  YermiUionville.  The  loioe 
JaJoded  the  Thirteenth  and  Nineteenth  arm^  corps  and  some  candry. 
flhrifUnw  found  the  troops  again  in  oamp  at  Algiers,  opposite  New  Orleans. 
Tbe  expedition  had  had  little  result  From  January  19th,  there  waa  asix 
weeks'  pleasant  stay  at  Madisonville. 

FsbcnSKy  26th,  the  division,  the  Third,  under  Gen.  Gameron,  waa  ordered 
to  lepott  at  New  Orleans,  preparatory  to  joiningin  the  Bed  river  expedition. 
CTIor  this  campaign,  see  duipter  23.)  The  Third  and  Fourth  divisions  were 
Maehed  from  the  Thirteenth  army  corps  and  commanded  by  Gen.  Ransom. 
?ia  Alexandria  and  Natchitoches,  the  troops  arrived  on  the  evening  of 
Apcfl  7Ui  at  Pleasant  Hill,  where  they  were  hurried  into  line  to  support  our 
esnraliy,  which  was  enga^.  But  the  enemy  had  fallen  back.  On  the 
monung  of  the  8th,  the  divisions  moved  forwurd,  and  in  the  afternoon  took 
part  in  the  batUe  of  Mansfield.  In  this  disastrous  engaffemeot  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Iowa  lost  heavily.  Col.  Connell  was  wounded  and  captured,  and  lost 
an  arm.  A4jt.  Strong  was  wounded.  Lt*Col.  Wilson  and  Mi^.  M^yer  being 
absent  on  recruiting  service,  Gapt.  Dillin  took  command.  Gen.  Ransom  was 
aevmly  wounded,  and  was  succeeded  by  Gen.  Cameron.  The  troops  retreated 
aad  reached  Pleasant  Hill  at  davligfat  of  the  9th.  A  battle  being  immi- 
iiBBt,  Oameron*s  divisions  were  hurried  to  Grand  Ecore  with  the  trains. 
This  forced  march  followed  twenty-four  hours  of  marchingand  battle  with- 
'^  out  sleep.    The  booming  of  cannon  told  of  the  fight  at  Pleasant  Hill.    It 

IJ^.  ~  was  2  p.  M.  on  the  10th  when  the  worn-out  troops  went  into  camp.    They 

j}.  had  had  oits  hour* a  sleep  that  morning. 

^  Banin  soon  followed  with  his  whole  army.     April  24th  began  the  general 

F  felieat.    The  Twenty-eighth,  with  its  command,  waded  Cane  liver  waist 

W  deep.    No  rations  and  night  marching  were  the  rule.    Near  Alexandria,  the 

h..'  rsgiment,  being  thrown  forward  a^  skirmishers,  had  several  wounded. 

f.-  Bbrmishing  continued  two  weeks.    Morganza  Bend  was  mohed  May  22d, 

^and  June  l:^th  tlie  command  embarked  for  Carrollton.    Here  Col.  Connell 
'  retnmed  to  the  regiment  from  imprisonment.    Lt.-CoL  Wilson  had  rejoined 

^*  it  during  the  retreat.    July  4th,  a  stirring  celebration  was  eigoyed  at  Thibo- 

W,.  deanx. 

July  6th,  the  regiment  received  orders  to  prepare  for  transportation  to  an 
-»  unknown  port.    Out  on  the  ocean  the  scaled  orders  were  opened,  and  Vir- 

ginia proved  to  be  the  destination.  The  news  was  hailed  with  joy.  It  was 
going  northward  from  the  swamps  and  rebcldom  of  the  Sooth.  The  fame 
of  our  brave  Iowa  regiments  had  preceded  them.  The  Twenty-second,  the 
Twenty-fourth  and  the  Twenty-eighth  went  from  Washington  to  the  Sben- 
andean  Valley,  and  in  Gen.  Sheridan*s  army,  in  the  hot  battles  of  the  Val- 
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W  c{imi>aign,  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  added  to  the  luster 
or  their  foniier  achievements.  In  chapter  30,  devoted  to  that  campaign. 
tht?ir  deeds  are  nniorded.  It  was  a  arlory  purchased  with  blood,  and  the  rec- 
ord of  their  dead  and  wounded  saditens  the  memory  of  their  brilliant  dee<U. 
The  Twenty-eiifhth  Iowa  was  led  in  these  battles  by  Lt.-Col.  Wilson,  till 
early  in  the  enjfajfement  of  Cedar  Creek,  he  was  borne  severely  wounde<l 
from  the  field,  and  was  succeeded  by  Maj.  Meyer. 

About  the  beginning  of  1865,  the  three  Iowa  regiments  were  transferre<l 
to  the  South,  where,  united  later  in  the  same  brigade,  they  served  at  various 
points;  Savannah,  Morehead  City,  Newbern,  Augusta  and  Hamburg.  They 
wore  iinally  mu8tere<l  out  at  Savannah—the  Twenty-eighth  Iowa  on  July 
31,  l'%5. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  T^centif'tighth  Iowa  Infantry. 


OOUOmiSLB. 


XAJOB0. 


HVBOBONK. 


CRAPLAXK. 


Wra.  E.  Miller.  iHutrh  l\.  Lynch. 

John  Conuell.  I  John  Mey^r. 

Barth«ilomew  W.  WIl-Mohn  W.  Carr. 
mm. 


John  W.  U.  VeHt. 
We«l«7  A.  Daniel* 


John  T.  Blmmoni*. 


LIKUT.  CX)U)NKLH.  ADJVTAKTfl.  ANKT.    HUBGBONrt. 


John  (.'ounoll.  JKnifv  K.  Pritchard.    iWm.  B.  Lathrop. 

Bartholomew  W.  Wil.  Jineph  O.  StniUK.        j Emanuel  J.  B.  Btatler. 
(iou.  J.  Wright  WiUon.        'David  Stewart. 


John  Meyer. 


!K«>ht.  B.  Canfleld. 
I  We«ley  A.  DanielK. 
;l.<*roy  8.  Oroven. 


QUAmTKBKASTBR. 

Thoman  Hnghe*. 


TWKXTY-NINTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  ro|?inn?nt  was  musteretl  into  the  service  at  Coimcil  Hluffs,  Decenil^T 
1,  1H<)'2.  fhouiiiH  li.  Benton,  .Ir.,  was  its  colonel,  \i.  F.  Patterson,  adju- 
tant of  tlie  Fiftli  Iowa,  litMitenant  colon<>I,  C.  H.  Slioeinaker  raaior.  and 
.loH.  Lyman  adjutant.  The  official  history  of  the  regiment  is  by  Adjt. 
Lyman.  The  TwtMity-ninth  was  s^Mit  to  St.  I»uis  and  ass^igneil  the  duty  of 
guarding,  for  a  f«*w  days,  the  military  prison.  On  ChriHtmas,  it  emUirke<l 
for  Helena,  Arkinna^,  reporting  for  temporary  duty  at  (?olumburt,  Kentucky, 
Lt-Col.  Patterson  was  in  command  of  the  regiment.  Col.  H(>nton  U^int; 
detaiiH'd  in  St.  \Am'i<.  January  H,  isO^i.  the  n*giment  ])rottM»ded  on  its  way 
to  IL'lena,  iM'iniC  a-signed  to  the  brigade  of  Brig.  <ien.  C  B.  Fi«k.  With- 
out <lis«Mnl)iukin^',  it  Wiis  ord«'n.»d  on  the  ♦•xi>»'ditinn  up  the  White  rivfv 
un«l«T  <  Jen.  (ionium— th»*  same  participatetl  in  by  tlie  Twenty-fourth  and 
Twenty- ♦'iirhth  Iowa,  i-esiiltinir  in  suffering  and  in  fatal  ron^eipienceM  to 
many.  During  th«M'x<:fssivo  cold  and  e.xiKMure  of  this  trip,  measles  brok<* 
out  in  the  repim«"nt,  >o  that  2<X)  men  wi'n*  rt'ndrp'd  unlit  for  duty. 

Tin*  Tw»*nty-nintli  ♦*ngag»*d  in  tli»*  nov«'l  and  pictun'Miue  ex|H*dUiou 
thronjrh  the  Ya7.<>o  Pass  and  Cold  Water  and  Tallahati'hie  rivers  to  Fort 
IVniUTton.  .-Mter  tin*  f»*ll»»d  tn?fs  ui^-t meting  the  pa>^  w«'n' cK'areil  out,  tin* 
steanitTs  started  on  tli»'ir  vi*ntures4)m»'  voyagt\  the  ovfrhangin^  tr*H.»3  no  dls- 
manMing  tiif'm  of  t>v>ryt)iing  atVordlng  a  hoi«l.  that  thfy  came  out  as  thouirh 
fnnii  a  li»'nt»  wliirlwind.  Att«T  thi>*.  th«'  regiment  nMnain»*«l  at  Helena,  on 
IM-ii,  garri^Mi  or  ^i.'out  duty,  until  tin*  Little  R«vk  i-xin'dition. 

On  .Inly  4ili.  th»?  .lay  mad>»  famous  by  thnv  gn?at  vietoriifj,  the  n^j^iment 
lK)rt*  a  jraliant  part  in  the  battif  of  Helena,  .Vrkans;i>i.  (Si»«  chapter  19. » 
lien.  S.iiniifl  .\.  lii«'e  gives  high  prais«»  to  the  Tw-Mity-ninth  Iowa,  men- 
tioning t^^p.rially  i.'ol.  hfiiton.  Lt.-Col.  Patterson,  and  Slaj.  Shoemaker. and 
Col.  BtMiton  rommendiMl  highly  bin  lieutenant  colonel  and  Adit.  Lymun. 
rhe  P'giiu*'nt  thu'<  proveil  itself  of  the  same  tru»*  mettle  by  which   num- 
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ben  of  our  Iowa  troops  fresh  from  their  homoa  won  laurels  in  their  finst 
battle.  Between  August  11th,  and  Septemb(>r  10th,  in  the  army  of  Gen. 
Steele,  the  refriment  was  on  the  march  trom  Helena  to  Litile  Kock.  Gen. 
Rice  commanded  its  divinion  and  Col.  Benton  its  briMrado.  The  command 
halted  a  week  at  Clarendon  where  it  crossed  the  White  river.  The  route 
then  led  up  the  river  to  DtivaU's  Blutf,  where  a  depot  of  supplies  and  a  hoK- 
pital  were  established.  Grand  Prairie,  destitute  of  water,  stretches  between 
uuvairs  Bluff  and  Brownsville.  The  excessive  heat  and  dryness  were  fatal 
to  the  men.  Many  were  sunstruck.  The  ambulances,  unable  ^.o  contain 
the  sick,  would  carry  as  many  as  possible  some  distance  along  the  route, 
deposit  them  under  the  heat  of  the  sun  and  return  for  more.  This  lasted 
the  ipeater  portion  of  two  days.  At  Brownsville,  there  was  a  halt  of  a  few 
days.  Gen.  Kice^s  division  made  a  rapid  nian.'ii  to  l>a;^ou  Metoe  to  rov(*r  a 
movement  of  Gen.  Davidson^s  cavalry,  in  another  direction.  After  some 
skirmishing,  both  commands  n^tumfHl  to  the  main  army  which  now 
advancetl  toward  Little  liock.  The  Rebels  under  Price  retreated  and  the 
dtv  fell  into  our  possession. 

in  November,  the  regiment,  with  its  brigade,  under  Gen.  Hic»*,  was  sent 
ont  to  intercept  Marmaduke  who  had  been  repulsr^l,  with  heavy  loss,  in  an 
attack  upon  I'lne  Blutf.  Tht^  comm«ind  pro(.*eeiled  to  Rockport  on  the 
Washita  river,  without  overttking  him.  Dunng  the  wint**r  of  l><&t'4  the 
regiment  remained  at  Little  Hock. 

llarch  23.  1>^64,  the  regiment,  in  Gen.  Steele's  column,  moved  to  the  south- 
west, with  the  obiiH-'t  of  co-<>perating  with  (.Jen.  Banks's  force,  moving  up 
the  Red  River.  This  was  caJlinl  the  Oaniden  campaign,  and  during  it,  the 
Twenty-ninth  Iowa  was  in  Hvti  engagements — ^TeiTe  Noir  Bayou,  Elkin*'* 
Ford,  Prairie  d'Anne,  Liberty  and  Jenkins*  Ferry.  Col.  Benton  was  in  com- 
mand. (For  campaign,  see  chapter  24.)  At  Terre  Noir  Ba^'ou  April  2d,  the 
regiment  was  rear  giianl  to  thi>  supply  train,  and  liad  with  it  a  section  of 
battery.  While  passing  through  a  narrow  defile,  then^  was  a  sudden  dash 
on  the  rear  by  the  enemy's  c;ivalry.  They  wert»  held  in  check  by  the  ri'ur 
guard  and  left  wing  of  the  n'trinient,  till  Col.  B'Miton,  by  skillful  disi)0-»ition 
and  us4»  of  his  fon-e  was  enahled  to  opt»nit«»  with  eff»>ct  against  the  ♦?nemy. 
A  spirited  enirag'uient  ImUdwi'iI  and  hnt^nl  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  i-egi- 
ment  lopt  sewn'lr.  At  Klkiii'^  K^^^d.  April  4th,  tiie  reirinietit  lost  1.  and  at 
Prairie  d'Anne,  April  10th,  2.  After  n?'5nming  line  of  niareh  toward  Canideii, 
onecompiiny  of  tin*  rwi'iity  iiiiith  wax  t[irt)wn  forward  as  skirmisher:^,  while 
the  remaiii'ler  of  the  reirimenr  t<M)k  |HD-ition  in  the  ivar  of  Capt.  Strang»?r's 
batter}'.  The  enemy  havinu'  opiiie.l  tire  at  LiUTty.  r'ol.  Benton  threw  out  a 
company  of  sharpshooters,  to  diH.ibli'.  it"  p<»sMlile,  his  gunners  and  horses. 
At  this  point  the  regiment  l)st  4.  \!t»  r  the  en«Mny  r»*tn»ated,  lim?  of  march 
was  resumtnl.  In  the  «a!igninary  eniraiT'^nient  of  .lenkins'  Ferry,  April  I»Oth. 
the  P'giment  foukrht  l)rav«*ly  and  lost  h»*avily.  The  loss  was  increiised  by 
the  Ciiptun*  of  Asst.-Siirireon  NielioNon  and  U)  men  who  were  leil  with  the 
wounded — tlu*  agirr^gate  los'*  h»'ing  10*<. 

Atthedos-  of  ih'»  rauip.ii^'M.  ,iii  returning  to  Little  Rook,  the  regiment 
remaineil  there  n«';irly  a  \*\\v;  exivpt  'me  uiomh  in  .Inly  and  -\ugust,  when 
it  was  statioiv'd  at  L"wislnirkr.  tittv  niilf^  ;ibov«',  on  the  Arkansas.  In  Novem- 
lierit  Uvam.' rity  gnanl  of  tli**  p:»-t  of  Little  Kock.  When  tJen.  K»*yno!ils 
!usumed  eomniaii-l  of  the  |>.'p;irt!n«*nt  of  Arkan-a<.  th.*  army  was  n-organ- 
izeil.  Till*  rwi'iity-niiitli  was  a>isign»'il  to  an  •>Mrani/.ation  known  as  tip' 
"  Detarhed  liriir.ulo  of  tlie  S^v.-nth  army  corp^."  Brig.-tlt'n.  Carr  command- 
ing. AlK)ut  K.'lini:iry  1,  H»r>.  i;i»n.  r.irr  ni'MVtMl  onh-rs  to  prort  e.l  to  Ni'W 
OrliNUH.  wlifH*  thf  rfirim»'nt  wfnt  into  rj mrter''  at  Alt:i»T-.  a»  ro»<  th**  riv»*r. 

Tin*  Twi-ntv-ninth  w;»^  J."!tin«'l  tor  the  Molnl.-  canipaik'n.  On  th*  •J'»tli, 
it  m«»v.'.|  t'»  .Vl..liil.-  (.M5i».  Al.ilMiua.  n-i  th--*JM.  it  .leliark*- 1  witliont  t.-:»t, 
or  kiggat,^'  ;ni'l  l»iNoii;i.'k«'il  nn  th.-  -..in«U  at  Navy  r.)vi\  thn'*'  inij.*- m  ?h- 
rrarof  Fort  M.rira?i.  Mar- h  ITtli.  th»*  arm>  Ij-umh  th«' ti'ilsomf  m  ir-h  "ii 
Moliile.  Onth'*  J'ltlitli.'  P'triiii'Mit  f^ll  into  lin*- in  thi*  inv^'^tni^'nt  .)f  S|i.ini-h 
Fort.     I!  lH»r.'  it^  p.u!  in  thi-  <i''L"*  with  coiiravr"  and  rr»'dit.  aiitl  -i'ltV-'p-d  a 


540 


IOWA  IN  WAB  TIMES. 


loss  of  22  men.  After  the  capture  of  Spanish  Fort,  it  was  in  the  forces  that 
marched  to  the  aid  of  our  army  besicKinfi:  Fort  Blakely.  It  arrived  in  time 
to  witness  the  jn-and  assault  by  Gen  Steele*8  army,  on  Sunday  evening  of 
April  9,  1865.  Fort  Blakely  was  earned.  April  r2th,  the  regiment  entered 
Mobile,  and  the  next  day  marched  with  its  division  to  Mt.  Vernon  Arsenal, 
on  the  Tombiffbee  river,  forty  miles  above  the  city.  On  the  way,  it  partici- 
pated in  its  last  skirmish  with  the  enemy — among  the  last  of  the  war.  Col. 
Benton  assuming  command  of  the  arsenal  wiih  his  regiment  as  garrison,  set 
bo  work  at  its  renovation,  the  Rebels  having  before  their  retreat  destroyed 
the  beauty  of  this  fine  government  property. 

May  1st,  the  regiment  returned  to  Mobile,  and  June  Ist  sailed  for  Texas. 
Brazos  Santiago  was  reached  June  9th.  Gen.  Shendan  having  assumed 
command  of  the  military  division  of  the  Gulf,  ordered  the  immediate  muster 
jut  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Iowa.  In  pursuance  of  this  order,  the  regiment 
mailed  for  New  Orleans  in  the  latter  part  of  July,  and  August  10th,  was  hon- 
orably mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service.  Itetummg  home  it  reached 
Davenport  August  19th,  numbering  7G5  officers  and  enlisted  men.  But  of 
this  number  only  415  men  were  originally  attached  to  the  Twenty-ninl  h,  the 
remainder  being  recruits  of  the  Nineteenth,  Twentieth  and  Twentv-third 
Iowa  regiments,  who  had  been  assigned  to  Col.  Benton's  commana  a  few 
iveeks  previously,  when  their  regiments  had  returned  home  for  disband  ment. 

The  regimont  left  an  honorable  record.  Always  prompt  in  duty,  bravo  in 
iction,  cheerful  in  enduring  hardship  and  well  disciplined,  it  was  never 
bund  wanting,  and  did  its  full  part  in  winning  respect  and  admiration  for 
he  soldierly  qualities  of  our  Iowa  regiments. 

Col.  Benton  was  brovetted  brigadier  genera),  December  15, 18d4.  Lt-Col. 
ftobt.  F.  Patterson  was  also  later  brevetted  brigadier  general. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry, 
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MAJORS. 

■UBOBOHI. 

OHAFLADIt. 

rho8.  U.  Benton,  Jr. 

OhoA.  B.  Bhoemaker. 

Wm.  S.  Grime*. 

Alex.  Shaw. 

Wm.  L.  Nicholson. 

John  M.  Oourad. 
David  Woroetter. 

X.IKUT.  OOLOMXL. 

▲DJUTAKT. 

Asn.  ■UBOBom. 

QUABTSSXAllTSBa. 

Xobt  F.  Palterttoo. 

Joseph  Ljrman. 

Wm.  L.  Nicholion. 
David  F.  Kakhi. 
Wm.  Street. 
John  H.  Rice. 

Wm.  W.  WiiKm. 
Ohaa.  W.  Oden. 

THE  THIRTIETH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

To  Adjt.  Gen.  Alexander  the  author  is  indebted  for  this  complete  sketch 
>f  his  regiment : 

The  Thirtif?th  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  was  recruited  in  what  was  then 
ho  First  ('ongrer«si«)niil  District.  Companies  A  and  I  were  from  Lee  county, 
^^  and  K  from  Washingt^^n.  B  and  F  from  Davis,  G  and  H  from  Joffen»on, 
)  fi-om  Dt's  Moin'.'j;,  and  1)  from  Van  Buren.  A  glance  at  the  aget  of 
he  men  at  tht)  time  of  the  onlistnient  will  account,  in  some  measure,  for  the 
■|«'qu»'iit  use  of  tht;  expn^ssion  '*  the  boys,"  among  veterans.  In  an  average 
lompuny  twenty-seven  wen»  not  of  age;  the  averagi!  age  of  the  entire  c'om- 
)any  wii'i  twenty-tive  years  and  the  avtmige  ago  of  nmety  memhem  was  but 
wrnty-thnM?  years,  ihe  command  was  rendezvoused  at  Keokuk  by  Sep- 
4*rulM'r  'J,  ls^;j,  wa.H  mustered  into  Unitetl  State*  servi^:eS4*pt4Mnl>er2:iil,aud 
»*tt  by  st«.'ainlM)at  tor  St.  Iy)uis  October  25th,  where  it  wa?*  ulnio«t  immo- 
hatoly  armed  and  »-qn:pp«>d  and  took  a  transport  direct  for  Helena,  Arkansas. 
V  df'tacbment  of  the  regiment  formed  a  part  of  an  ex|)edition  up  White 
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river,  which  started  November  IGth  ami  returned  to  Helena  on  the  22(1.    On 
the  27th  another  detachment  went  with  Gen.  l]ovey*s  expedition  into  MiKS- 
isflippi  to  the  mouth  ot*  the  Cold  Water  on  the  Tallahatcheo  river.    On 
December  'Jlst,  the  refpmeut  embarked  on  tliat  never  to  be  forgotten  steam- 
boat, the  Stephen  Decatur,  and  joined  the  fleet  which  moved  under  Gen. 
Sherman  atfamst  Vicksburf;.     Disembarking^  December  251  h,  ten  or  twolvH 
miles  up  the  Yazoo  river,  the  holiday  week  was  spent  in  the  Chickasaw  Bayon 
campait^n,  where  the  regiment  was,  on  DiK^ember  29th,  tirst  under  fire,  and 
where  ii  met  i's  first  casualties  in  battle.    January  5, 186: i,  the  command  em- 
barked for  Arkansas  Post,  where  it  took  part  in  the  battle  of  January  11th,  los- 
ing; 5  killed  and  40  wounded.    After  this  cnf^agement  the  rej^imcut  returned 
to  a  point  on  the  Mississippi  opposite  Vicksburg,  known  as  the  Urigtfs  planta- 
tion, which  was  its  camp  dunn^;  the  dreadful  winter *s  work  in  the  attempt 
to  chan^  the  course  of  the  Mississippi  river  by  means  of  a  canal.    ThiM 
work  was  interrupted  only  by  an  expedition  to  Greenville,  Mississippi,  wbich 
extended  into  the  interior  about  fifty  miles.    On  the  2d  of  May  the  rcifiment 
left  its  camp  for  the  campaigrn  a^nst  the  rear  of  Vicksburg.    It  took  part 
in  the  fight  at  Jackson  on  the  14th,  and  reached  the  enemy's  works  at  Wal- 
nut Hills  on  the  18th,  skirmishfHl  the  10th,  20th  and  2lHt,  and  on  the  22d 
madj  tlie  memorable  b  lyonet  charge,  resulting  in  a  loss  in  not  to  exceed  fif- 
teen minutes  time,  of  64  killed  and  wounded.    The  gallant  C)l.  Abbott  and 
brave  Maj.  Milliken  were  among  the  killed.    Following  this  engaj^ement  thn 
investment  of  V^icksburg  was  begun  and  the  work  of  the  siege  carried  on  until 
the  surrender  of  Pemberton,  July  4th.   Without  an  opportunity  to  sec  the  cap- 
tured city,  the  regiment  hastily  marched  to  Jackson  and  Drandon,  skirmisli- 
ing  and  destroying  railroads,  after  which  it  retume<l  to  Black  River  Bridge, 
where  it  went  into  camp,  remaining  till  the  27th  of  September,  when  Sher- 
man's army  started  via  Memphis  to  the  relief  of  Chattanooga.    Corinth. 
Mississippi,  was  reached  Ootol>er  !^th,  luka  on  the  10th,  and  Cherokee  Station. 
Alabama,  on  the  21st,  where  in  a  sharp  skirmit^h  the  regiment  lost  27,  killed 
and  wounded.    The  able  and  much  beloved  Col.  Torrenco  was  among  the 
killed.    Chickasaw,  Alabama,  was  reached  October  31st,  and  left  Ndvemli'T 
3d.    A  march  of  K«,'vt»nteen  days  via  Florence,  Pulaski  and  Stevenson,  brought 
the  regiment  to  Hridgi»p>rt,  Alabama.    Alt4'r  a  short  halt  the  march  was 
resumed  and   Lo'jkout   Valli»y  reached  November  )1'k\.    Gen.  Osterliaus's 
division,  to  which  tht;  regimont  was  attached,  owing  to  a  broken  brid;jr<3  at 
Brown's  Ferry,  was  Ihto  temporarily  assigned  to  Gen.  Hooker's  command, 
with  which  it  f>ut,'ht  at  I/^^koiit  Alountain,  November  24th,  Missionary 
Ridge  on  the  2')th,  and  at  Itin^v'oM  on  the  2<>tli. 

In  these  thnv  eng.ii^'.'nienLs  tln^  loss  w.is  '.)  killed  and  2-')  wounded.  Tiie 
breaking  of  th»3  bridge  that  sent  the  First  division  of  the  Fifteenth  corps 
with  lloob'r  inst«'ad  of  Sherman  in  thesi*  three  fights,  should  make  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  Fir^t  divi'^ion  kindly  i'on««iderate  at  sight  of  a  broken  bridg**. 
From  Kinirgold  the  reunment  nMrclie«l  baek.  via  ('hattanooga  and  Bridg*.*- 

B)rt,  to  Wootlvdle,  Alabaiiii,  wliicU  point  was  rwicluHl  December  27,  l**r»:. 
uring  the  entire  t«'rin  of  t'ne  r«\'im"nt's  s«?rvice,  the  camp  at  Wo-xlville 
was  the  only  oiit»  it  evi^r  o.- upi-'d  under  any  other  cDudilions  than  to  !»»• 
ix'ady  to  inovi'  at  short  iiiti.-'.  II-Te  it  rein.iin«'d  continuously  until  May  -, 
Hut,  except  a  >h«>rt  p"ri'>l  t^jM.'nt  in  guanlintr  a  f'Try  s)Uthwe>t  of  Iliinr-- 
ville.  Startinij  ilay  2il.  ih"  inar.li  was  via  Stevenson,  Hii.lirpport.  Chatta- 
no>i;a,  Gordon's  MilN,  VilLi!i-»w  and  Snake  t'r«M'k  G.ip.  arriving  at  U.'-ia.M 
on  th"  Dth.  In  acti«in  tli.it  day  and  th«'  two  sjie-fe  ling  une-s.  tli«'  loss  w.is 
"»  kill'-d  ar.d  2^  winind<'d.  The  mneh  ln'ing  n'snined,  t!i"  » »i)-tananla  riv»T 
wa-i  «TO«:s«'d  .It  t'alln.)!!?!  r«Try,  Adain-vill"  an^l  Kini^-ton.  <  i  i.  pass»'d.  and 
I».illa-  r'Mt  h'  d  on  tin'  'J'th.  In  r*p'llin;r  tli"  a<-aiilt  at  tin-  latt-T  pla'>'  on 
the  '2^[\\.  \U"  lo-is  w.H  1  k'li'-d  and  1  w<i;ind»*  1,  tin*  r<'_'iin''nt  liurhting  ln'hind 
as  tine  ;i  iiri-'  of  »Mrth\v.irk"-  a-;  it  «'\it  rim-trii«t«'d.  M-iv.n-/  from  iKilli-*. 
Jun«' 2d,  Nkiriin-hin\' «»ntimi'' I  all  th"  w.iv  t<i  K'*n'--.iw  Moantam,  whi.-h 
was  r'-a.-iie-l  «'n  tin'  h)*\i.  trmi  which  tinifuntd  tli"  aliand-muKMit  of  th«* 
p«>sitiMii  hy  thtj   Keb-'N,  July  M,  skirmishing  w.is  continuous.     The  n-'Xt 
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movement,  was  via  Mari(?tta,  Roswoll  and  Docatur  toward  Allantn,  mado 
nuMnorablo  by  the  ^^reat  battle  on  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  July  22d,  fol- 
lowed by  thf  ono  on  the  rifjht  wing,  July  28th.    The  month  of  August  was 
uiciipieil  w^ith  skirmishing  and  building  I'arthworks,  ending  on  the  !Ust  with 
tlie  unsntioessful  attack  by  the  enemy  at  .lonesboro.    That  night.  Atlanta 
was  cvacuatfMJ.    Tlic  <'ampaign  from  May  2d  to  S«?ptember  fUh,  cost  then»g- 
iiiu'nt  1<)  killcil  and  G')  wounded.    Th»?  most  of  September  wa.s  spent  at  Kast 
I'oint.      October  4th,  the  n*giment  joined  in  the  purnuit  of  Ilood.  marching 
via  iMarictta,  R»'sa(M  and  Ciaylesville  to  Gadsden.     Sharp  skirmishing  occur- 
r»*il  on  the  pursuit,  but  there  Wiis  no  serious  engagpnient,  and  November 'Itli 
tli«'  command  agam  reached  Atlanta.      Next  came  the  **  march  to  tho  sea," 
l»»'^'inning  November  l*)th,  and  emling  by  the  occupation  of  Savannali, 
l>ei'ember  21,  1*^04.    The  regiment  was  on  provost  duty  in  the  city  until 
.fannary   10,    1-SG'),   when  it  embarked  on  lui  ocean  steamer  for  Beaufort, 
.S.  ('.,  going  into  camp  at  Tocotaligo,  from  whence,  on  February  1st,  the 
march  **through  the  Caroiinas"  was  Ix'gun,  and  Columbia,  S.  C,  occupied 
on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  after  a  most  uncomfortable  night  in  the  passage 
of  the  Broatl  river  and  ii  siiarp  skirmish  to  get  possession  of  th(»  city. 
( 'her.iw  was  reached  March  oth.    On  the  20th  and  2l3t,  at  Hentonsvilie, 
N.  ('.,  occurred  th«'  most  important  action  of  the  march,  in  which  the  regi- 
ment lost  1  man  kiiii'd  and  7  wounde<l.    tioldsboro  was  reached  on  the  27th, 
antl  Uah'igh,  April  1 1th,  where,  on  the  2Gth,  oc3urn»d  Gen.  Johnston's  su.-- 
n*nd»*r  to  Gen.  Sherman.    Then  came  the  triad  march  to  \V«ishington,  pass- 
ing  throuirh  Petersburg,  Kichmond  and  Fredericksburg,  reaching  Alexan- 
dria May  lotii. 

On  May  *2tth,  (x-curn^d  tliM  grand  review  at  Washington,  by  tho  President 
and  Ci''n.  G  rant .  Th^Mi  came  tho  camp  at  Crystal  Springs,  where  active  prep- 
arations bejran  for  th«»  n'turn  home.  The  muster  out  occumnl  June  5th,  and 
lli<*  j ourufy  towanl  b»»lov«.Hl  Iowa  was  soon  Ijegun.  It  proved  to  be  a  journey 
with  a  dreadlully  sad  feature  to  it.  On  June  8th,  about  one-half  mile  east 
if  Summer  flill,  IN'iinsylvania,  on  tho  IVnnsylvania  railway,  the  train 
lip  Ml  which  th«?  regim»>nt  was  traveling  mot  with  an  accident  resulting  in 
he  death  of  S<»rgt.  C.  P.  Hradshaw  ot  Company  II,  and  the  wounding  of 
'»  members  of  the  sani»»  comp my,  >\  meml>ers  of  (jompan.v  K  and  1  of  Com- 
pany C.  It  se'Mu'vl  doubly  sad  that  death  and  serious  injuries  should  come 
o  tiii'se  poor  t«?llows  wlio  ha<l  lived  through  thn'O  years  of  danger  and  hanl- 
diip  and  had  appaPMitly  got  safely  through  all  their  trials.  Huring  the 
■•'giment's  F«'rvicc,  its  conmianders  w«Te:  Col.  Charles  II.  Ablx)tt,  Col. 
^Vm.  M.  (J.  Torn'nc»and  Lt.-Col.  Aurelius  lUljcrts.  The  briLfidi;  command- 
Ts  wciv  IJrigadi.T  Generals  John  M.  Thaver,  James  A.  Williamson  and 
leorge  A.  Stone.  Tlie  division  was  practic;dly,  for  the  entire  period,  the 
,-'irst  of  tlie  Fittcfnth  army  corps,  and  was  commanded  by  Mjyor  (ienerals 
-'red  Tick  St«'clc,  P.J.  Osterhaus  and  Charles  R.  \Voo<ls.  From  the  stjirt 
roiii  H"h*na  down  th'»  river  in  1SG2,  till  the  tinal  mu'^ter  out  in  ISH-*),  the 
et'niiPiit.  wa^  U'iver  tVom  umler  the  command  of  Gen.  Sherman,  except  the 
ew  day-;  al)ovii  noted  wlien  it  was  with  Gen.  Ho  >«{er.  The  following  is  a 
uinuuiry  of  th"  enLraL'''Ma''nts  in  which  the  regiment  took  part: 

Chickasaw  Uayoii.  Arkansas  Post,  Vicksburg.  Jat:ks<>n.  iirdndon,  Cherokee 
Station,  I/><)kout  M  )iintain.  Mission  Ri  Ige.  Rmgi^old.  R*K.u*a,  Dall.is,  Hig 
'iianty.  K^Musaw  M  oint.iin,  Nickajack,  Atlanta,  Left  of  Atlanta,  Lovejoy 
>t,)tii)n,  Savannah,  (yol:i;nl>ia,  Itentonsvill**,  lialeigh. 

In  the  lir-^t  an«l  third  n\'  th'*s»'  eu:,Mgemmts  (J.>1.  Abbott  wa-*  in  command; 
II  tJK'  s.'c»n<l,  fourtli.  tlf^ii  and  sixth  C^l.  Torrence,  an«l  in  the  remainder 
.t.-Col.  K  )bcrt--.  In  addition  to  the  above  battles  there  wen^  very  uitiny 
kirini-h<'-!,  whi.-li  in  an  extenl-d  history  would  m-^rit  considerable  at ton- 
i  -II.  I'l"*  Tiiirli'th  hid  luopf  Held  olH -era  killi.»<l  in  l)attle  than  any  other 
"W.i  n-Lnin-Mit.  It  hid.  of  otHc?rs  of  all  grJides,  killed  and  died  of  wounds, 
Tni' only  r-'LTiiii'iit-i  lo-ing  mon'  heavilv,  wen*  the  Fifth,  which  lost  10, 
!;••  S  ''•  ai  I  wiiicli  lo-^t  12  and  tho  Ninth  which  lost  V).  From  all  the  Iowa 
:j  *\)-  th'.T'  wre.  of  c.>inuii<«sioaed  o:lix»rs,  kille  I  ami  died  of  wounds,  2J:>. 


THE   THIKTY-FIHST    INFANTRY. 


54b 


Of  that  number  the  Simeon*!,  Fifth,  Ninth,  and  Tliirtieth  infantry  lost  42. 
niMrlv  one-tifth  of  the  tmtire  loss.  Of  thr)  rc^imonts  organized  in  the  fall 
of  1*<H2.  Uie  four  losing  most  heavily  in  *' wonnded  in  action"  were  the 


had  tilG.  The  Thirtieth  took  97o  men  into  the  service  and  received  after- 
ward 57  recruits.  Tht*  brief  though  partial  Humniarj'  of  the  reprjment's 
hi.«tor>*  w  tlmt  it  partirinated  in  twenty-one  battles;  that  it  had  7^^  men 
killed  and  died  of  wounds,  *J  *.">  ihed  of 'disease,  '222  woundi»d  and  19  cap- 
tured. 

Fiehl  and  Staff  Ojfirers  of  th»  ThirtUth  loini  hifantrif. 


CXJLOXXLK. 


SlAJORx. 


i'harlet  H.  Abbott. 
Wm.  M.  It.  Titrrancet. 


UBl'T.   COLONKI^ii. 


Laureu  IVwfjr. 
Jan.  r.  MilHkrn. 
KolM>rt  I>.  I'rettiut^r. 


AIWVTASI  r*. 


HrUUKOKK. 

j'uhu  W.  Uim'l. 
iDHvid  U.  Alli'D. 

Niitlinii  L.  l'ric«*. 
IShiiiI.  (.\  KoKern. 


CHAPLAIKS. 


John  UarK«»*i. 
Tho0.  W.  Uytle. 


AMT.  NrBUBONH.         I     gUABTXBMAIITBBll. 


Wm.  M.  O.  Torrfucf .  Kiiwin  Ht'lu<T. 
Aar«fUii»  ltolKTt>.  JiitiieH  II.  (Mi*u<leului(. 

.Ia«.  M.  Hmltli. 


Ti'ttT  Walker, 
fhii-*.  O.  I^wl**. 
J.  C.  HtfHlilard. 
Nat  hull  L.  l'rlc«>. 
^4nml.  C.  KoMvrK 


iHaml.  TowuHend. 
John  C.  Lockwood. 


THIKTY-KIHST   lo\V.\    INFANTRY. 


Till: 


[s  iv^nncnt  wa**  iiiustfred  into  the  service  at  Daveniwrt,  Iowa, 
October  l^s  isii'i.  Wni.  Smyth  was  madt*  i.-ulonel;  .It'n>miah  \V.  Jenkins 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  Kz»*ki<>l  t'uth'r  major.  It.  was  sent  to  Holena, 
Arkansas,  arriving  X()v«Mnl>cr  'JOtli.  NoviMulH»r  *J7.  it  participate<l  in  the 
expedition  uf  <u*n.  Hov-'y  to  Cold  \Vat»T,  Mississippi,  in  aid  of  the  oper- 
ations of  (t»'n.  <irant.  In  Hovoy's  bri^radi*  ot  Stet'Ifs  division,  it  engafjred 
in  the  battle  of  riiirkasaw    Hayou,  l>ecoml^r  27th.  'i'^tli  and  *jyth.    (See 


againbt  VioKsbur^'.  May  7tli,in  iirant's  army,  the  refiriment  moved  from 
Cirand  tiulf  toward  .Fa.-k^i»n.  .Mi^^^issippi.  It  was  und*T  tire  at  Haymoud 
on  the  I'Jth,  and  assisted  in  tin*  capturi'  of  Jackson  tlie  14th.  It  followed 
up  the  enemy  at"t»T  I'liaiupioii  Hills  and  on  tlie  isth  reached  the  rear  of 
Nicksburg. 

The  regiment  was  in  th-'  ti-Tie  a>sault  of  May  *22d.  Lt.-Col.  Jenkins 
and  Lieut.  Ja(».  (i.  Pawson  Wfi-i*  among  the  woimdeil,  and  Lieut.  K-tbert 
Anderson  wa>i  killed.  Ir  to.)k  it<  full  p.irt  in  the  labors  and  dangers  of 
the  Mege,  and  when  Viikbur^:  r«nrri*nden*d,  .Fuly  4th,  it  joined  with  lShi*r- 
inan's  army  in  the  si'-g*'  "f  .Ia«  kson  and  substtjuent  pursuit  of  Johnston. 
It  was  in  th«'  »>kirnii-li  at  ('ant«in.  Kri>in  July  •J7th  to  September  *J-M,  it 
was  III  e.uup  at  lUaik  iimt.  It  tht-n  mov«'d  with  Sherman's  Fifteenth 
i-orps  lo  .Nb'mplii-.  Sfpti-nili*-!-  'i'»lh.  it  moved  to  Coiinth.  .Mississippi, 
whenri'.  on  (htnlur  lltii.  it  ni.irt-li«'d  to  Inka  and  then  to  ('herokee. 
Hen-  on  <  Kt'ilMT  L'h!.  tlj»'  ri'ginit-nt  wa-<  M-vrn-ly  engag»*d  with  reln'l  eavalr}', 
and  on  tin*  'J'ilh  and  J7lii.  \\\  a  running  tight  with  the  enemy,  driving 
him  iH'v.-nd   lu-cunibia.     <  »n  tli»-  -"^th,  the   Ti'unessee   river   was   crossed 
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at  Eastport,  and  with  Sherman's  entire  corpti  the  regiment  marched  east- 
ward, reachinjf  Lookout  valley  on  November  2;M. 

In  Ostcrhaii8*8  division,  the  Thirty-first  was  conspicuously  enf^^aged.  nndtT 
Hookt'r,  at  the  battle  of  Ijookout  Mouutain,  November  24tb.  On  the  2'>th, 
it  fought  at  Mission  Kidfi^,  Lieut.  Thomas  C.  Bird  l>cingf  amoiuf  the 
wounded.  A^^ain,  pupiuin^the  enemy,  it  fought  at  Kin^old,  sanering 
much.  (Sf-c  ciiapt<T  21.)  December  Ist,  it  moved  to  Bridgeport,  and  on 
the  22d  to  Woodville,  where,  with  its  division,  it  went  into  winter  quarters. 

May  1,  1^64.  the  regiment  started  out  on  the  gi-eat  Atlanta  campaign. 
(See  cliapter  2').)  In  Williamson's  Iowa  brigade  it  fought  with  conspicuous 
valor  in  the  brilliant  series  of  engagements  now  opening.  The  division  was 
commanded  by  Osterhaus,  and  the  corps,  the  Fifteenth,  by  Logan.  May 
1-^th,  at  Uesaca,  Col.  Jenkins  was  severely  wounded.  At  Dallas,  at  Big 
Shanty,  Kenesaw,  Jonesboro  and  Lovejoy,  and  in  all  the  intervening  march- 
ing and  skirmishing,  the  regiment  was  brave,  active  and  faithful.  From 
July  14th  to  August  2d,  it  was  detailed  from  its  brigade  for  guard  duty. 
October  4th,  it  moved  with  the  army  in  pursuit  of  Ho«xl,  skirmishing  at 
various  points.  November  loth,  with  its  conimand,  it  joined  in  Sherman 'h 
novel  and  puccessful  march  to  the  sea,  entering  Savannah  December  21  At. 
|Se<i  chapter  27.)  The  regiment  hatl  been  led  variously  by  Col.  Smyth, 
Lt.-Col.  Jenkins  and  Miii.  Stimming,  the  tirst  two  otHcers  being  at  times  in 
charge  of  a  brigiule.  ('ol.  Smyth  resigned  December  15, 1864,  when  Lt-Col. 
Jenkins  took  command. 

January  19,  isor*,  the  march  northward  was  l)egun.  (See  chapter  31.) 
The  gallant  CdI.  Stone  of  the  Twenty-fifth  now  led  the  Iowa  brigade,  which 
included  the  Fourth,  Ninth,  Twenty-lifth,  Thirtieth  and  Thirty-first  Iowa 
regiments.  Through  the  courtesy  of  Muj.  S.  S,  Farwell  of  the  Thirty-firwt 
Iowa,  the  author  has  obtained  interesting  particulars  of  this  march,  some 
of  which  Ik*  (}uot(?s  as  they  are  given  in  the  major's  interesting  narrative. 
It  was  on  the  K<listo  river  that  Private  Oliver  Welch  of  Company  H  cap- 
tured alone  four  arni«'d  n*bel  veterans,  bringing  them  two  milt^  to  our  lines, 
they  under  th».»  belief  that  they  were  sunvumifd.  At  Columbia  the  princi- 
pal role  fell  to  (!ol.  Stone's  brigade.  The  capital  of  South  Carolina  rose  in 
beauty  above  the  iumks  of  the  Congaree  and  in  front  of  the  union  army, 
drawn  up  in  lintt  of  battle  only  a  mile  away.  To  reach  here,  our  soldiers 
had  pass(>d  Camp  Sorghum,  where  the  Rebels  had  kept  1,600  union  oflicers 
imprisoned.  The  stakes  which  marked  the  dead  line  were  still  standing, 
and  the  holes  wt*re  th<*n%  where,  without  shelter,  they  had  burrowed  in  the 
earth,  covering  the  \\oU*n  tirst  with  branches  of  trees  and  then  with  earth. 
The  graves  of  eit'lit  otficers  were  seen,  who  had  been  wantonly  shot.  Instead 
of  (Tossing  the  (!ongare(>,  the  army  moved  up  above  where  the  Saluda  and 
Broad  unite,  crossing  first  the  Saluda.  At  2  .\.  M.  of  Febniary  17th,  two 
boats  wen*  lashed  t()g«*th(T,  and  W)  men  of  Col.  Stone's  brigade,  under  Capt. 
Bo\rnian  of  the  Ninth  and  Capt.  Farwell  of  the  Thirtv-Srst  Iowa,  crosseil 
th«*  Broad  river,  took  ]K)sition  and  wrre  wnm  followetl  by  the  brigade.  At 
sunns<*  the  liin'  advanced  and  drove  the  Kebeis.  Three  of  the  'Ihirty-firat 
wtMf  wuniuli'd. 

"The  brigade  was  ready  for  another  advance,  when  the  cry,  'Thewhitv 
flag  is  coining! '  was  hrard.  Looking  toward  the  city,  we  b<>held  a  ramagt* 
approaching,  b(>aring  two  large  whit4i  tlags.  Col.  Stom*  advanced  a  little 
way  to  meet  it,  and  an  ohl  man,  alighting,  announced  that  he  was  muyorof 
th«»  city  of  ColiiMibia,  and  that  he  came  to  surrender  n  d»'fen8elei«s  city  of 
ohl  int'n,  w«>in"n  and  childn-n  into  our  handK.  Col.  Stone  accepted  the  sur- 
n?nil«r,  luid,  t.ikiiiLT  tin'  Thirty-first  Iowa  tlag.  unfolded  it  to  tiie  breeze  on 
top()t  tiie  carriai:-*  ovt-r  th»»  mayor's  head.  Then  forming  his  brigade,  the 
Thiity-fir^t  in  advan<'.>,  ho  stirt^.^l  to  occupy  the  nest  egg  of  the  Rebellion. 
IJl>oii  rnti-riii:^'  tin*  <'ity,  crowds  of  negroes  greete<l  us  with  th^  most  extrava- 
gant exp^*^sKlns  of  joy.  As  wo  advance<l  down  the  crowded  street,  thi» 
".tM'ni"  was  simply  in«i»'scril>abli?.  On  all  sides  were  heanl  shouts  of  *GIory! 
tiloiyl'   *  rill'  y.'ar  uf  jubilee  hiis  come!'    'We  are  all  free  now!'  accoropan- 
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ied  with  tnatcbes  of  soofr.  dancinfi^  and  hugginflr  one  another.  One  younff 
woman,  so  white  that  only  an  experienced  person  could  detect  African  blood. 
s^xed  Col.  Jenkins  by  the  arm.  shouUnjgr,  ^Yesterday  I  was  a  slave;  to-daj  I 
am  freel  We  are  all  free  now!*  This  is  but  a  sample  of  what  was  being 
enacted  all  alonsr  the  line.  It  seemed  as  though  we  were  an  army  of  deliv- 
erers (as  in  fat%  to  the  slaves  we  were)  instead  of  hated  conquerors  and 
invaders. 

"While  the  soenes  above  described  were  being  enacted,  the  flag  of  the 
Thirty-first  Iowa  was  being  unfurled  to  the  breeze  on  the  State  House.  The 
soldier  is  seldom  enthusiastic,  but  at  this  moment  I  saw  none  but  were  crazy 
with  delight.  To  think  that  that  old  emblem  which  had  been  torn  down, 
despised,  spit  upon  and  bubjected  to  every  indignity  by  these  people  for  four 
long  years,  was  now  vindicated  and  waving  in  glory  and  triumph  over  their 
beads  and  on  the  very  State  House  in  which  treason  first  became  an  accom- 
l^hed  and  awful  reality,  was  so  grand  and  inspiring  we  could  only  wish 
that  every  lover  of  the  old  Stars  and  Stripes  could  have  witnessed  the  sight 
and  shared  in  our  triumph  and  exaltation.  While  the  excitement  was  at  its 
highest  pitch.  Gen.  Sherman  entered  the  city  accompanied  by  Howard  and 
Logan.  Our  brigade  received  them  with  rousinff  cheers,  which  Gen.  Sher- 
man acknowledged  by  raising  his  hat  and  rioing  along  the  lines  with 
muovered  head. 

"  When  the  city  surrendered,  the  rebel  fla^  were  all  taken  down  and 
secreted;  but  in  a  few  instances  they  were  discovered,  and  one  of  them,  a 
large  Palmetto  banner,  is  still  in  the  possession  of  Maj.  Farwell  of  Monticello. 
OoU  Jenkins  was  now  appointed  provost  marshal,  and  the  Thirty-first  Iowa 
detached  as  provost  guard. 

'*  We  found  that  nearly  2,000  captured  union  officers  had  been  confined  in 
a  stockade  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city  up  to  within  two  days  of  our  arrival. 
Before  the  surrender  of  the  town  it  was  attempted  to  remove  these  prisoners 
to  other  prisons.  Quite  a  number  esciped,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
negroes  secreted  themselves  till  our  arrival.  Their  joy  as  they  met  the  boys 
in  blue,  and  realized  that  they  were  again  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  no  pen 
nor  tongue  has  the  power  to  describe.  It  mattered  not  from  what  army  they 
came  or  where  captured,  their  arms  were  around  us  in  fraternal  embrace, 
and  old  soldiers  who  had  faced  death  on  many  a  battle  field,  wept  like 
children.** 

The  tales  of  captivity,  of  cruelty,  insult  and  starvation  roused  the  fiery 
indignation  of  th«t  union  6oldicr:4.  The  writer  of  this  book  can  testify  to  the 
fideuty  of  this  vivid  narration,  lie  was  one  of  these  escaped  union  prison- 
en.    Columbia  burned  down  and  the  march  was  resumed. 

"  A  great  manv  negroes  came  with  us  from  Columbia,  and  their  numbers 
reached  thousands  before  we  got  to  Fayetteville.  Clothed  in  rags,  barefoot, 
the  women  carrying  their  l>>ds  and  little  household  goods  on  their  heads, 
babies  in  their  arms,  and  little  children  trudging  along  by  their  sides,  all 
walking  through  the  rain  and  the  mud  by  the  side  of  the  marching  troops, 
they  went  out  into  the  great,  unknown  world  to  find  freedom.*' 

At  Cht^iw,  several  of  the  retrinient  were  injured  by  the  explosion  of  the 
powder  magazine.  At  Benton^ville,  Col.  StoneV  brigatle  was  hotly  engaged, 
the  Twenty-Hfrh  Iowa  esix^cially  losing  heavily.  Tin*  Thirty-first  Iowa  lost 
5.^  At  niftfht,  sent  out  as  advance  pickets,  while  thn  line  was  being  deter- 
mined by  Capt.  Farwell,  a  Rebel  rose  and  fired,  at>riously  wounding  Lieut. 
Maloney.  The  KcIk^Is  witlidrew  the  next  morning,  and  the  battle  was  over. 
March  was  n^suinHil.  At  (folthboro,  the  sick  and  wounded  were  cared  for, 
and  the  army  WiL-«  relit^ved  <^f  its  vast  followinif  of  negroes.  April  ISth, 
while  th»*  army  was  marching,  the  roar  of  thousand?*  of  voices  was* 
heard  in  the  n*ar.  "It  I'.inv'  nearer  and  nean^r,  when  a  rider  appeared 
going  at  full  A\Hii\\  and  Mhoutinir  as  h*'  pt<sed  each  regiment,  '  Lke  has 
bURKKNDKUKi)  TO  <iK.VNT.'  The  boys  all  tK)k  up  the  shout  till  the  whole 
anuv  joined.**    Then  followed  the  news  of  Lincoln's  death,  and  Gen.  Grant 
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came  to  the  army  at  Rulei^h.  The  march  went  oa  to  WashiDiirtoii,  where 
the  regiment  took  place  in  the  (rrand  review.  Jt  was  mastered  out  of  the 
Hervico  at  I/)uisville,  Kentucky,  June  27,  1865. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Thirty-first  Iowa  Infantry, 


3^ 


COLOHBLM. 


MAJOU. 


■UBOBOMO. 


CHAPLAm. 


Wm.  Smyth. 
Jeremiah  W.  Jenkiiii§. 


Ezekiel  Catier. 
Theodore  SUmmlng. 
Sewell  8.  FarwelL 


Oarretflon  t*.  C«rliart.{Duilel  B.  Starr. 
Uoraoe  H.  Oates. 


LIKUT.  OOLOKKL0. 


▲I>/UTAlfTl. 


.  HUBoaom. 


QUABTKBMAITBBS. 


Jeremiah  W.  JenklDfl. .Edwin  C.  Blaokmar. 


Theodort)  Slimming. 


Jomeph  0.  Oarr. 
^oore  Briffgd. 
Joseph  Bosenbaom. 


Laoloa  U.  French. 
Ohriatopber  I.  Dawson 
EUaha  T.  Taylor. 
Abram  B.  Uershe. 
Horace  H.  Oatea. 


Albert  J.  Twogood. 
LeTl  H.  Maaon. 
John  W.  Oilman. 


THIRTY-SECOND  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  rei^imcnt  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Duhuque,  October  6, 1862. 
John  Scott  was  made  colonel,  £dward  H.  Mix  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Gub- 
tavus  A.  Kberhart  major.  The  regiment  was  sent  to  St.  Louis.  There  Gen. 
Curtis  ordered  six  companies,  B,  C,  E,  H,  I  and  K,  to  proceed  to  New  Mad- 
rid, wliere  regimental  headquarters  should  be  established — and  four  com- 
panies. A,  I),  F  and  G,  to  Cape  Girardeau.  These  detachments  remained 
Keparat4^  until  iMarch  4, 1864. 

At  New  Madrid,  a  large  part  of  the  duty  was  to  prevent  the  famishinfi[  of 
contraband  goods  to  the  Kebols.  Col.  ^kott  entered  upon  its  prosecntion 
with  vigor  and  fidelity.  Lieut.  (Converse  was  provost  marshal.  December 
17,  1862,  Companies  C  and  I,  under  Capt.  Peebles,  started  on  an  expedition 
west  of  New  Madrid,  during  which  they  captured  from  the  enemy  5  com- 
missioned officers,  3  enlisted  men,  35  horses  and  50  head  of  cattle.  The 
expedition  returned  on  the  2!2d.  Col.  Scott  also,  with  20  men,  examined  the 
variouH  i)oint«  on  the  river  between  New  Madrid  and  Cape  Girardeau,  where 
trade  or  Hmuj^ 
party,  oO  strong, 
they  returned 

reconiioiH8ance.     Tliey  had  prisoners  and  some  captured  stock.    The  party 
was  under  command  of  Capt.  Roszell. 

December  29th,  New  Madrid  being  evacuated  by  order  of  Gen.  Davies, 
commanding  the  district  of  Columbus,  the  detachment  moved  to  Fort  Pil- 
low, Tt^nn.  April  1,  1%3,  Company  B  was  ordered  to  Fulton,  Tenn.,  and 
June  20th,  the  entire  detachment  to  Columbus.  Ky.  Here  the  regiment 
was  s(*nt  on  an  expedition  to  Union  City.  July  11th,  Col.  Scott  was  placed 
in  coininarid  of  the  ix>Ht.  Company  C,  Capt.  Peebles,  was  here  attached  to 
the  Fourth  Missouri  cavalry  as  mounttnl  infantry,  and  engaged  fli  arduous 
duties.  They  were  in  the  expetiition  of  twenty  da3's  to  Jackson,  under  Gren. 
A.  J.  Smith,  in  the  extreme  cold  of  Doct>mbcr  and  January.  Company  £, 
Capt.  JoiiL's,  was  placinl  on  fluty  at  Fort  Quinby,  near  Columbus,  and  Com- 
panies H  and  K,  under  Capt.  Benson,  were  sent  to  Island  No.  10.  The 
tluties  at  Isianil  No.  10  were  largely  in  protecting  the  contraband  colony  and 
in  giianhng  public  st4>reH.  Th»>re  were  expeditions  to  either  shore,  and  some 
fighting.  In  ouf  of  th«'so  ati'.iirs.  October 'i'id.  Private  John  D.  Baker  of 
Comp.my  II  was  killed  by  guerrillas.  Only  Companies  B  and  I  remained 
on  duty  at  P'l^iineutul  heaihiiiarters.  Capt.  Miller  was  in  command  in  the 
al»>cii(.c  of  Lt.-Col.  Mix,  who  waH  president  of  court  martial  at  Cairo,  lU. 

AI)oiit  January  A),  1SG4,  the  six  companies  of  the  detachment  werecol- 
IfcttMl  and  eiul>.irkeil  tor  Vick^burg.    There  the  detachment  was  uuigned  to 
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ihtf  Second  brigade,  Third  diviaion.  Sixteenth  army  corps.  Col.  W.  T.  Shaw 
iomnianded  the  brigade,  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  the  division,  and  Maj.  Gen.  S.  A, 
ilurlbat  the  corps.  This  detachment  of  the  Thirty-second  participated, 
with  its  command,  in  the  famous  and  successful  Meridian  raid  of  Gen. 
Sherman  into  Central  Alabama,  in  which  the  railroads  were  torn  up  and 
d<*stroyed.  The  enemy  was  constantly  near — sometimes  skirmishing,  often 
threatening  a  battle.  Rations  were  often  deficient,  and  there  was  much 
marching  by  night.  February  28th,  near  Canton,  a  forage  train  of  22 
teams,  guarded  by  25  men  of  Company  C,  under  Capt.  Peebles,  was  attacked 
by  mounted  Rebels  ^KK)  strong.  A  gallant  resistance  was  made,  the  fight 
laKting  over  half  an  hour.  Private  Edward  Flood  was  killed.  The  Rebels 
admitted  a  loss  of  25  killed  and  wounded.    The  tniin  escaped  with  a  loss  of 

the  teamsters.    ITie  cam- 


Iowa   under   Maj.    E1>erhart, 

which  had  been  sent  to  Ca|)e  Girardeau  was  attached  to  a  cavalrv  division 
under  Gen.  Davidson.  His  appreciation  of  its  counigt*  and  fidelity  was 
expressed  in  a  special  order  when  the  detachment  left  for  V^icksburg  to 
rejoin  the  regiment.  The  first  expedition  undertaken  by  this  detachment, 
under  command  of  Capt.  Roszel,  litis  been  noted.  March  14,  ISG^i,  ana 
April  21 ,  there  were  expeditions  to  Bloonifield.  Returning  from  the  latter  to 
Cape  Giranleau,  our  troops  were  attacked  on  th«»  25th.  The  enemy  was 
repalsed.  Patrick  Burns,  Company  A,  of  the  Thirty- second,  was  captured 
while  on  picket.  March  2Sth,  there  was  another  expedition  toward  Bloom- 
field,  ana  Julv  11th,  still  another.  The  regiment  was  then  attached  to 
Reserve  briga<le.  First  cavulr}'  division,  Department  of  Miitsouri.  On  the 
19th,  as  guanl  to  the  supply  train,  it  made  a  severe  march  of  10  days  to 
Arkant>as.  Arrived  at  Wittsburg  the  detachment  remained  until  August 
Ist.    It  then  marched  to  Clan^ndon,  arriving  on  the  8th. 

August  12th.  orders  wcru  received  to  accompany  the  gunlK)at  fleet  on  an 
expedition  up  the  Whitt*  river  to  be  commanded  by  Capt.  Bache.  U.  S.  N. 
Companies  A  and  !>,  under  Capt.  I>c  Tar,  embarked  on  the  gunboat  Cricket, 
and  Companies  F  and  (>,  unaer  Capt.  Roszell.  on  the  Marmora.  At  Des 
Arc  a  few  prisoners  were  taken.  an«l  a  warehou*»  full  of  confetlerate  stores 
destroyed.  The  Cricket  wuh  orden»d  up  Little  Red  river  in  seiirch  of  rebel 
transports,  and  eanie  Uu'k  with  two  pri/,e  Hteauiers  which  she  luid  overtaken 
and  captured  at  Searcy.  Finiling  th*'n*  a  i)ontoon  bridge.  Company  A 
destroyed  it,  thus  Kevoring  the  two  parts  of  Marmaduke*s  army.  Company 
D  a8sist«Hl  by  deploying;  as  skirmishers.  On  their  return  the  boats  were 
attacked  by  about  lU^i)  of  the  enemy.  Company  J>  lost  Private  George  Fox. 
killed.  The  Rebels  were  repuUe<i  and  lost  severely.  Our  force  disembarked 
at  Clan^ndon  August  15th.  HiTe,  August  KUh,  the  detachment  aided  in 
covering  the  crossing  of  its  division.  A  slight  skirmish  took  place.  On  the 
25th,  it  manhtHl  to  Ihivairs  Bluff  with  supply  train,  and  returned  with 
the  same  to  Brownsville. 

August  27th,  the  detachment  had  160  men  fit  for  duty.  Mounted  in 
wagons.  thes«'  advaiic»'(l  with  the  division  to  f«N?l  the  enemy  at  Bayou 
Metaire.  Within  four  miles  ni  there,  the  ♦•nemy  iMMng  met  by  onr  a<ivance, 
the  detaehni«'nt  w.is  thrown  t\irwiird  with  three  Riuadrons  of  the  Third  Mis- 
HOuri  cavalry  disnionnted.  »^kinuishing  through  the  thickets  thn^e  mih>s,  a 
line  of  w«>rk'«  wji«*  «liseoven^d.  eliiirge«l  on  the  double-quick,  and  tiken.  After 
skirmishing  uito-s  the  luyou  till  near  evening,  the  detachment  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Iowa  c«>v<*n'<l  tlie  n-ar  of  th«'  division  on  its  return  to  Brownsville. 
<  Viinpany  I>  l'i>t  1  nian  kilh-il  aiid  2  woiiiid«Nl.  In  the  night,  the  nii*n  were 
•li'-ncii«'(l  by  a  h'-avy  rain.  All  of  this  e\|M)sure,  fatiLnie  and  fighting 
ivmiU'mI  in  I'MviiiL'  «»nly  50  men  of  the  ih'lachin»'nt  tit  fi>r  «lnty,  when  it  was 
ord'Ti'il,  Si-pt-riitM-r  Ut,  t-K-^iort  th»'  supply  train  t«.)  White  river.  On  enter- 
ing Litth-  Ki»<  k.  S«'|)tenil>er  11th.  two  months  aft«T  h-aving  ('ai>e  Girardeau 
with  2-"»*>.  tiuTc  wa-  scaro«'lv  au  ahli'-l.MMliiMl  man.  The  detachment  had  in 
this  time  inarched  Jivi'  hun«lr«*i!  miles  with  cavalry. 


548  IOWA  IN  WAB  TIMES. 

January  31,  186i|  the  detachment  started  for  Vicksburg,  where  it  went 
into  camp  to  await  the  return  of  the  other  part  of  its  regiment  from  the 
Meridian  raid.  March  4th,  the  regiment  was  reunited.  March  10th,  the 
Thirty-second  Towa  entered  on  the  Red  river  expedition.  In  Gen.  Smith 'h 
(Uvision  and  Col.  Shaw's  brigade,  it  bore  a  gallant  part  in  the  marches  and 
the  battles  of  the  campaign.  (See  chapter  23.)  At  the  storming  of  Fort 
de  Russey,  the  brigade  plaved  a  brilliant  role. 

April  %h,  in  the  battle  or  Pleasant  Hill,  Gen.  Smithes  division  was  ordered 
to  the  front,  and  Col.  Shaw*s  brigade,  including  the  Fourteenth,  Twenty- 
seventh,  and  Thirty-second  Iowa  and  Twenty-fourth  Missouri,  was  in  tbt 
advance.  This  bri^rade  did  the  hardest  fighting  of  the  day.  It  seems 
almost  incredible  that  the  Thirty-second,  cut  off  from  its  brigade  and 
entirelv  surrounded,  with  nearly  one-half  of  its  numbers  killed  or  wounded, 
not  only  held  its  own,  but  near  dark  fought  its  way  through,  and  joining 
our  advanced  troops,  the  Thiity-fifth  Iowa  under  Col.  Hill,  in  less  than  thirty 
minutes  was  readv  to  meet  the  enemy  again.  Lt.-Col.  Mix  and  A<^t.  Hunt- 
ley were  among  the  slain. 

On  Gen.  Banks^s  retreat,  Col.  Shaw*s  brigade  was  ordered  to  fall  in  and 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  army.  Bringing  up  the  rear,  skirmishing  and  fight- 
ing, the  long  retreat  continued.  At  the  battle  of  Bayou  de  Glaize  dunng 
the  retreat,  on  May  18th,  the  Thirty-second  was  actively  engaged.  Maj. 
Ebeihart  commanded.  The  casualties  were  5  wounded,  among  them  Lieut. 
Wm.  D.  Tomplin  of  Company  E.  To  the  proinptitude  of  action  of  Capt. 
Crane  of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa,  Col.  Gilbert  of  the  Twenty-seventh,  and  M^j. 
Eberhart  of  thu  Thirty-second,  Co).  Shaw  attributed  the  safety  of  oor  army 
at  this  point.  May  2:M,  the  command  arrived  at  Vicksburg.  Here  Col. 
Scott  resigned  his  position,  thus  far  so  gallantly  filled. 

June  6th,  at  Pomt  Chicot,  in  a  sharp  engagement  of  only  a  few  minutes 
duration,  the  Thirty-Hocond  Iowa  lost  4  killed  and  4  wounded.  This  point 
or  peninsula  betw(>en  Vicksburg  and  Memphis  wa<)  occupied  at  its  neck  by 
Mamiaduke,  who  irom  this  vantage  point  could  obstruct  tne  passage  of  boats 


In  the  Tupelo  campaign  under  Gen.  Smith,  the  Thirty-second  participated. 
(See  chapter  29.)  It  returned  to  Memphis  July  24th.  August  4tb  it  joined 
in  the  Oxford  expedition,  reaching  Memphis  again  on  the  30th.  In  Gen. 
SmiUrs  commund  the  regiment  was  now  ti-ansferred  to  Missouri,  where  it 
was  kept  constantly  uiarcninflr  to  different  points  in  pursuit  of  Price.  Octo- 
ber 25th  it  left  St.  Louis  for  Nashvdle,  Tennessee.  Arrived  there,  it  imme- 
diately <>nga(red  in  intrenching.  In  the  battle  of  Nashville,  December  15th 
and  lt>th,  the  regiment  participated,  in  Col.  Gilbert's  brigade  and  Gen. 
Smith's  division.  (See  chapter  2S.)  In  the  final  charge  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  10th,  the  regiment  captured  Borguchoud's  battery  of  5  guns  with  50 
prisimor.M,  losing  1  man  killed  and  2-')  wounded.  December  31,  1864,  the 
entin^  command  of  which  the  lliirty-second  formed  a  part  was  on  the  march 
toward  Clifton,  to  embark  for  Eastport,  Mississippi. 

Next  we  find  Gen.  Smith's  command  on  its  way  to  take  part  in  the  Mobile 
campaign.  The  regiment  was  thus  present  at  the  siege  and  capture  of 
Spanish  Fort.  (Sim;  chapter  32.)  After  the  storming  of  Blakely  and  the 
fall  of  Mobile  it  remained  in  Alabama  till  sent  home  to  Clinton*  Iowa,  where 
it  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  August  24,  1865.  It  left  a  proad  record 
for  gallantry. 
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Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry, 


OOLOVBLS. 

MAJOBfl. 

8UB0B01IB. 

OHAnjiiva. 

John  Soott. 
OiutoTiM  A.  Eberhart. 

OuatavaH  A.  Eberhart. 
Jooathan  Hutchinson. 
John  R.  Joneii. 

Stephen  B.  Ulney. 
Philander  Uyam. 

Lorenzo  8.  Coffln. 
Joseph  Cadwallader. 

LZBVT.  OOLOVKJi. 


ADJUTAim. 


ABST.  aUBOBOMH. 


QUABTKBMABTBBa. 


Edward  H.  Mix. 
ChvUaToa  A.  Eberhart 
Jonathan  Hatchlaaon. 


Charles  Aldrich. 
Charles  H.  Uontley. 
Wm.  L.  Carpenter. 


Jewie  Waiwon. 
Wm.  B.  Waters. 
Philander  By  am. 
WnL  L.  Huston. 
Wm.  B.  Church. 


Thus.  C.  McCalL 
Morrison  Bailey. 


THIRTY-THIRD  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  reirmicnt  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Oskaloosa,  October  4, 1862 
Samuel  A.  Rice,  attorDcy  ^neral  of  the  state,  was  made  colonel.  Cyrus  H. 
Mackey  lieutenant  colonel  and  Hirain  I),  iiibdon  mcijor.  An  interesting: 
history  of  the  1  hirty-third  Iowa,  by  A.  F.  Sperry,  musician  in  the  refciment, 
furnishes  a  lar^ire  part  of  the  material  for  this  sketch. 

November  20tli,  the  Thirty-thinl  set  out  for  the  war.  At  St.  Louis,  march- 
ing by  Gen.  Curtis  with  soldierly  step,  it  tinds  favor  in  his  eyes  and  he  com- 
plimentit  it  highly,  it  is  placed  on  duty  in  the  city.  Karly  December  '2l8t, 
the  Thirty-third  wjis  on  its  way  down  the  river.  It  landed  on  the  24th  at 
Columbus,  Kentucky,  to  aid  in  repelling  an  expected  attack.  New  Year'f 
day  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Union  City,  Tenn.,  returning  January  3, 
1>^*).  to  Columbus.  January  8th,  it  set  out  for  Helena,  Arkansas,  which  city 
did  not  prove  more  agreeable  or  healthful  than  to  our  other  Iowa  regiments. 
It  was  a  question  whether  it  alivai/ft  ntorined  at  Helena.  There  was  a  brief 
view  of  the  ** glory  of  war,"  wlu;n  (Jen.  <irant  passed  down  the  river  toward 
Vicksburg  with  a  part  of  his  army — colors  8trt>aniing,  bands  playing  and 
the  men  shouting.  The  l><)ys  longed  tor  more  stirring  scenes— a  wish  soon 
realized. 

The  Thirty-third  was  a  part  of  the  force  engageil  in  clearing  out  the 
obstructions  m  the  Vaz<H)  [\iss,  in  pursuance  of  Cien.  Grant's  plan  to  thus 
Gommuniciite  with  th<'  Va/.-x)  river,  and  approach  Vicksburg.  The  pass  is  a 
narrow  channel  conn«*»ling  tin'  Mississippi  with  Coldw.it«»r  river,  about 
•even  miles  U'low  IIt*li*na,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Mississippi. 
Thechannt'l  passes  thiiiiigh  Moon  Lakt*.  The  Coldwat«T  tlows  then  in  a 
BOutherly  diriM-tion  till  it  t-ntiM-s  the  Talluhatrhie,  which  river  pursues  a  simi- 
lar course  and  Hows  into  the  Vaz  k).  The  Vazoo  river  empties  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi a  short  distano'  above  Vk-ksburg.  Our  troops  had  cut  through  the 
levt*e  on  the  Mississippi,  an<i  the  high  watt*r  of  the  river  rushing  into  the 
pass,  tlood»'il  the  adja.»'nt  reirion.  The  trees  which  the  Rebels  had  felled 
into  and  a<T0ss  tht*  rliann»'l,  to  iinpiHle  the  enterprise,  had  now  to  be  n»iiiovfd 
by  fastening  roprs  aroind  tlh'in  and  dragging  them  out.  In  this  swainpv 
region,  with  mud  ami  wat«T  un<l»*rloot,  and  a  rainy  tky  overhead,  with 
onlv  woolen  l»iank»'ts  for  shfltiT,  *'a<'tive  s«'rvioe '*  was  exp'riencetl.  Com- 
pjiny  H  loftt  several  by  rapture.  This  l.ibor  aocomplished,  the  eomniand 
return»'d  t<»  H.-len.i  to  j-)iM  at  oiii-e  in  th"  Ya/.oo  Tass  e\j>#»ditK>n.  (S.'e  ehai>- 
ter  17.)  Til''  r';jitii»'iit.  w.is  in  tim.  Knk's  bn;;ad'»  of  Gi-n.  Ko;*.s"s  liivision. 
Th»*  (■li.inri"U  of  th'*  -tr-Mtus  wcr-*  n.ii'r-jw  and  de»»p,  tin»  branohesof  the  trees 
rak«Ml  ill"  St"  imers  ,H  tli«'y  pas— d,  and  the  enrn.'iit  was  hWift,  with  abrupt 
bi'nditiL,'.-.  llif  rall.ili.it  hi"  w  >>  ero)k«*d  tint  standing  on  one  boat  and 
lo  >kinu'  at  til"  otli'Ts.  It  w.is  liardlv  p  >'!sible  to  t»*ll  whether  they  were  in 
ail  van*  t>  (.r  !'"iiin  I.  It  was  an  adv"nlurtNome  trip.  Helena  w*ls  reached 
again  <»n  .\pril  "^tli. 
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May  lat,  th«*  n'jfimont  Wiia  ordered  out  after  some  rebel  cavalry,  returning 
next  (lay.  May  Oth,  under  Lt.-Col.  Mackey,  it  tbrmed  part  of  a  reconnoiter- 
inf^  force  under  Col.  liice,  returniog  on  the  loth.  May  23d|  Gen.  l^rentiMf 
held  a  ^rand  review  ot  all  the  troops  at  Helena.  Col.  Rice  was  made 
britr«i«li»*r  fcrenoral  An/^'ust  4th,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  regiment  by  Lt.-Col. 
Miukey. 

July  4tli,  at  the  bravely  won  battle  of  Helena,  the  Thirty-thinl  Iowa 
fou^rht  its  lirst  fl^ht  and  fought  it  valiantly.  (See  chapter  19.)  The  battle 
lastfd  from  2  in  the  uiornm^;  till  11,  and  our  garrison  was  attai'ked  by 
mon>  than  four  tinit*H  its  number.  The  Thirty-third,  in  this  baptismal 
battle,  lost  ht»avily.  The  regimental  colors  plant<*d  on  the  breastworks  were 
cut  by  27  bullets.  Companies  B  and  (i  were  in  a  charire  that  captured  thret* 
or  four  times  as  many  jirihoners  as  there  were  captors,  riivate  Moore  of  Com- 
pany (y  captured  •'>  prisoners  alone.  Sickness  trom  malaria  and  loss  in  batth* 
had  reduced  i\n)  nimib<'r  of  the  regiment  to  2<>  effective  men. 

August  11th,  thcdivision  under  command  of  Gen.  Rice  took  up  line  of 
march  in  the  expedition  of  G^n.  Steele  against  Little  Rock.  It  was  a  try- 
im:  march,  but  wlu'n  Little  Rock  was  n>ached,  the  joyful  news  of  its 
capture  and  (K'cupation  by  Gen.  Davidson's  cavalry  was  nH:eivtHl.  Sep- 
tember L'},  (ien.  Ric«.>'s  division  entered  the  city.  At  Little  Rock  rations 
were  riMluced  to  (►ne- quarter.  On  homo-made  graters  the  men  grated 
corn  for  bn»ad.  Log  barracks  wtjn»  constructed  tor  winter,  and  chimneys 
made  of  brickbats,  sticks  and  mud.  Octolwr  2Gth,  the  Thirty-third  tar- 
ticipated  in  an  expedition  to  Benton,  2*'>  miles  south.  The  brigade  now 
comprised  the  Twenty-ninth  and  lliirty-third  Iowa  and  the  Ninth  antl 
Twent>-eiglith  Wi.-iconsin.  llie  ranks  of  the  Thirty-third  had  been  greatly 
thinned  l)y  pieknes-j.  Xovembt^r  15th,  Capt.  Lotland,  with  a  party,  went  t«» 
Iowa  to  obtain  re«Tiiits.  Christmas  was  celebrated  in  camp  by  a  moiv  lil»- 
eral  bill  uf  fare,  *' Mashed  potatoes*'  were  much  enjoytn.!.  Company  C  was 
treated  by  it-i  oMioers  to  roast  pig  and  oysters. 

March  2-i,  Ht>4,  the  (\imden  expedition  undtT  <ien.  ^Steele  was  undertaken. 
It  was  inteniled  to  join  Gen.  Hanks  at  Slin*veport.  (For  campaign,  see  chap- 
ter 24  )  It  was  a  hard  imuvh,  with  light  clothing,  cold  nights  and  half 
rations.  The  K*'Ih.'U  continually*  liarassed  the  march,  and  light  skimiishing 
took  place.  April  Uh,  the  regiment  was  in  ht^ring  of  the  engagi'ment  at 
Klkin's  Kurd.  At  iV.iirie  d'.Vniie,  it  p1aye<l  its  full  part  in  the  brilliant  mil- 
itary paj^Mut.  Private  \Vm.  V.  Funk,  of  Company  L  was  mortally  woundcil. 
April  Mth,  (ien.  Rice's  brigade  wiis  onlered  on  a  fon^tnl  march  to  a  cro<s 
road.  Rations  were  dniwn  and  distributinl  on  the  move.  Darkness  drew  on 
and  it  was  nine  when  the  command  campoiL  It  was  too  cold  to  sleep  with- 
out tlie  blankets  which  were  left  behind,  but  rails  were  plentiful  for  tires. 
At  4:^*0  in  the  morning  reveille  soundetL  There  was  advancing  and  fight- 
ing all  day.  Tliis  is  calltnl  the  battle  of  Camden.  At  t>:lW  P.  M.,  the  com- 
uianil  entiTed  the  })lii('e. 

The  dismal  outlook  at  Camden  and  the  combats  at  Poison  Springs  anJ 
Mark's  .Mills  an'  given  in  chapter  24.  Rations  were  reduced  to  one- quarter. 
April  2<»th,  a  sup|»ly  train  from  Little  Rr)ck,  under  Col.  Mackey  of  the 
Thirty-thinl,  <ame  in.  The  colonel  took  command  of  his  regiment.  Maj. 
Gibson,  who  had  led  it  in  his  abst>nce,  n'signed  and  left  Camden  with  (he 
return  train  inider  lit. -Col.  Drake  of  the  Thirty-.sixth  Iowa,  being  captunil 
with  that  force  at  Mark's  Mdls. 

On  the  night  of  .\pril  2*»th,  came  orders  to  pre|mre  to  march.  It  was  the 
U'ginning  of  the  n'tn-at — a  retnnit  fraught  with  danger  and  gn*at  suffering 
fn)m  cold,  huni,n*riiiiil  fatigue,  it  wa.«»  interrupte<l  on  April  II^J,  1*|(>4,  by  the 
>ianguin.iiy  battle  i.f  .b'nkins*  Ferry.  The  Thirty-third  Iowa  was  in  the  hot- 
test ot  that  long  tii;lit  and  displa^'ed  unsurpassed  bravery  and  endurance. 
Col.  M.ick»*y  wa'i  woiind»'d  and  .\1iy.  Hoydston  t<H)k  command.  On  the  further 
retn-iit.  Grn.  llicf's  divi<:ion  was  in  the  fnnit  and  the  Tinrly -third  Iowa  was 
tr.iin  guard.  .\t't<'r  alnio.<<t  increilible .sufTering  Little  R<K-k  was  r>.*ached.  Th>* 
regiment  wa^  again  in  camp,  with  enough  to  eat,  time  to  rest  and  letters 
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from  homo.  Capt.  John  Lofland,  Company  D,  was  promoted  lieutenant 
colonel  and  a<i8umed  command  of  the  re^ment.  Acting  Adjt.,  Lieut.  C.  H. 
Sharman  of  Company  G,  now  be^an  preparing  an  entire  new  set  of  n^tfi- 
mental  books,  they  having  been  burned  during  the  retreat  from  Camden. 
June  6th,  Maj.  Gen.  Sickle:)  reviewed  the  division,  and  June  20th  Col. 
Marcy  of  the  regular  army  reviewed  the  brigade.  July  tM,  Maj.  H.  D.  Gib- 
son, released  from  reL)el  prison,  where  ho  had  endured  much,  reached  Little 
Keck  on  foot,  and  was  soon  home  in  the  North. 

The  news  of  the  death  of  Gen.  Samuel  A.  Rice  from  wounds  receiveil  at 
Jenkins'  Ferry  was  received  on  the  2l8t.  Half-hour  guns  were  tirtul  during 
the  day  in  honor  of  his  memory.  Details  were  now  frequently  made  to 
gnard  lioats  taking  provisions  to  Fort  Smith  and  other  (H)mts.  On  one  of 
these  trip4 1  man  of  the  Thirty-third  w.is  mortally  wounded.  Col.  ^lackey, 
DOW  suthciently  recovered,  returned  and  resumed  command  of  his  n.>giment. 
Octobt»r  30th,  the  Thirty-third  Iowa,  with  a  section  of  the  Third  Iowa  l>at- 
tery,  started  to  Fort  Smith  as  escort  for  a  train  of  supplies.  Ke-enforce- 
ments  were  met  on  the  way.  The  exixMlition  n*tumed  in  twenty-nine  days, 
bringing  40  prisoners.  January  *J0,  180"),  the  regiment  was  inspected  by 
Maj.  Gen.  Reynolds,  commandmg  the  department,  and  was  complimented. 
January  21st,  it  participated  in  an  expedition  under  (>en.  Carr,  to  Mt.  Klba, 
Arkansas,  on  the  Saline  river,  returning  February  4th. 

February  14th,  the  regiment  left  Little  Rock  under  orders  to  report  to 
3Iaj.  Cien.  Canby  at  New  Orleans  fur  the  Mobile  campaign.  At  Navy  Cove, 
the  n^giment  was  transferred  to  the  Tnirteenth  army  corps,  and  attached  to 
the  Third  brigade,  Thinl  division.  Col.  Krez  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Wis- 
consin commanded  the  brigade,  Gen.  \Vm.  1\  Benton  the  division  and  M*g 
Gen.  Granger  the  corps.  March  17th,  the  Thirteenth  army  corps  moved 
through  the  pine  fon*sts  inters()ers<'d  with  lakes  along  Mobilti  Bay.  Miles  of 
corduroy  roa»ls  were  constructed  lor  the  trains.  When  Fish  river  was 
reached,  every  kind  playtMl  "Outot  the  Wilderness.''  as  it  marched  over  the 
bridge.  Spanish  Fort  was  invested  and  was  tak«'n  on  April  ?:*tli.  (StM?  chap- 
ter 3J.}  April  t>tli,  the  n»giinrnt  moved  with  it-*  i.-ommand  to  Fort  Blakely, 
airiving  jii.*>t  as  tli«*  assault  had  succeeded.  The  command  then  h*ft  lor 
Mobile.  The  followinir  day  at  Whistler's  8t;itiou  thtTu  was  a  slight  tkir- 
mish.  April  l!Hh,  the  coaiuianil  wrnt  to  .Mclntosirs  Blutr.  leaving  the  Twenty- 
ninth  lowii  at  Mt.  Vernon.  It  tht>n  returned  to  Mobik*  and  was  ordi>red  to 
Texas.  BrazO"!  Saiitiauo  was  reached  Juin'  Tth.  Ihe  regiment  moved  to 
the  Rio  Grande.  July  4th,  it  re-embarked  tor  New  (Orleans,  where  on  July 
17tli,  l':<t>.*>.  it  was  mastered  out  of  the  service.  .Arriving  in  Iowa,  the  regi- 
ment quartered  on  Rock  Island  till  August  7th,  when  it  was  finally  dis- 
banded. 

Samuel  A.  Rice,  iir>t  eolon»'l  «tf  Uie  Thirty-third,  wiL><  a  man  beloved  and 
esteemed  in  every  relation  of  life.  He  iK'canie  brigadier  general  August  4, 
186:>,  and  died  at  home  July  <».  l^Ot.  of  wouiuls  ivteived  at  Jenkins*  Ferry. 
His  n.>giment  ertH:ted  at  O>kaloosa  an  appropriiite  monument  to  his  memory. 

FirU  ami  Staff  Offirrr<  ft'  thv  Thirty- third  Iowa  Tnfautry. 
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Tins  roKiment  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Burlington,  October  15, 
1862.  Geo.  W.  Clark  was  made  colonel.  He  was  one  of  four  brothers  who, 
with  a  brother-in-law,  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-fourth.  The  last  died  in  the 
service,  and  the  oldest  brother  later,  in  consequence  of  injuries  there  received* 
Warren  S.  Duncan  was  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Kacino  D.  Kellogg  migor. 

While  in  camp  at  Burlington,  measles  broke  out,  there  being  six  hun- 
dred  cases.  Pneumonia  followed  and  was  often  fatal.  The  regiment  was 
ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Steele  at  Helena,  and  arrived  there  December  5th. 
There,  small- pox  appeared,  notwithstanding  which  the  rejjfiment  was  placed 
in  Thayer's  brigade  of  Steele's  division.  In  this  command  it  participated  in 
the  disastrous  battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou  under  Gen.  Sherman.  (See  chap- 
ter 17.)  The  regiment,  with  its  command,  now  took  part  in  the  capture  of 
Arkansas  Post,  acquitting  itself  with  honor.  Capt.  Dan.  U.  Lyons  was 
among  the  mortally  wounded. 

The  small-pox  h:id  by  this  time  appeared  in  many  cases  and  together  with 
the  exposure  uy  having  been  crowded  on  transports,  had  greatljr  reduced  the 
strength  of  the  regiment.  Col.  Clark  was  ordered  to  take  it  with  live  com- 
panies from  another  regiment,  and  guard  the  prisoners,  5,000  in  number,  to 
Chicago.  Six  thousand  five  hundred  men  were  crowded  on  three  poor  boats, 
Uiese  so  unservice^ible  that  two  weeks  were  spent  getting  to  St.  Louis,  and 
30  crowded  that  the  small-pox  spread  among  the  prisoners.  It  was  mid-' 
ivinter  and  the  sufferinf;  was  great.    Leaving  the  sick  at  St.  Louis,  Col.  Clark 

Krocced(Hl  with  tho  n'giinent  to  Chicago,  returning  again  Fehruary  5,  1863. 
[early  all  the  othcers  and  men  were  sick.  Ihe  regiment  was  totally  broken 
down,  and  the  mortality  was  frightful.  So  manv  dieil  and  were  discharged 
that  it  was  fearfully  rcMluced  in  numbers.  As  health  improved,  it  was  put 
on  duty.  About  A  pril  Ut,  it  was  sent  to  City  Point,  Virginia,  with  prisoners. 
April  20th  Col.  (laik  was  sent  with  his  regiment,  now  numbering  300  for 
duty,  to  Pilot  Knob,  Missouri,  which  was  threatened  by  Marmaduke.  Co). 
Clark  was  put  in  command  of  the  post  and  soon  after  of  the  sub- district, 
leaving  the  regiment  to  the  command  of  Lt.-Col.  Dungan,  at  present 
i'steeni«Ml  ntate  senator,  of  Chariton.  Frequent  assignment  of  Col.  Clark  to 
Bimilar  important  duties  left  the  regiment  much  of  the  time  in  command  of 
the  etiicient  and  brave  lieutenant  colonel,  whose  skill  and  effort  in  drilling 
hirt  regiment  made  it  one  of  the  most  proficient  in  the  service.  ik)th  in  reg- 
imental and  in  brigade  drill,  and  in  training  his  officers  to  their  duties, 
Lt.-Col.  l>un(|^an  distinguished  himself  as  a  commander,  and  brought  bis 
regiment  during  the  service  to  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  At  Pilot  Knob 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  regiment  improved  greatly. 

June  od,  Col.  Clark  was  ordered  to  embark  the  Thirty-fourth  with  Gen. 
lierron's  army  to  join  Grant  in  the  VickKburg  campaign.  He  had  now  400 
tit  for  duty.  I'he  Thirty-fourth  took  its  place  June  15th  at  the  extreme  left  of 
(rrant's  investing  line.  Though  during  the  siege  some  were  killed  or 
wounded,  the  men  stood  the  ex|)Osure  better  than  most  of  the  regiments, 
holding  their  numb<'rs  ami  strength.  The  regiment  in  Gen.  Vandever's 
division  (Second)  and  (Jen.  Herron's  corps  (Thirt<»enth)  was  designed  to  re- 
enforce  (ien.  Bankn,  but.  diverted  from  that  purpose,  wdn  with  Ilerroii  in  the 
capture  of  Yazoo  City,  July  14th.  On  the  IGth  and  17th  it  marched  under 
lierron  toward  Canton,  when*  a  diversion  was  to  be  made  in  favor  of  Sher- 
man who  was  t^ngiij^fing  Johnston  at  Jack.son.  Canton  and  Jackson  both 
having  Inmmi  taken,  it  retunietl  to  Yazoo  City  and  Vicksburg.  The  march 
had  li«>''n  severe,  numbers  falling  from  sunstroke. 

July  'J.'»tli,  the  division  starbMJ  tor  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  After  three 
wei'k^  ^t.ly  at  Vt)Yi  llmlson  which  proved  alarmingly  unhealthful,  the  divih- 
ion  inuveil  ti)  Currollton,  ijouisiana,  arriving  August 'Jtith.  The  men  n.'Cu- 
perated  r.ipidly.  The  corp*  was  twict*  reviewed  by  (Jen.  Banks  and  Oiice  by 
•  I«»n.  (ir.int.     .SfptemU-r  ;)th,  the  division,  lightly  equip|*eil,  was  ordered  to 
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MoTiranza  on  tho  Missis»ippi  river,  rcmaiDin^  there  till  October  9th.  It  wait 
diirint;  this  time  that  tlie  combat  of  Sterling  Farm  took  place,  where  the 
Nmcteciith  Iowa,  with  otlier  troops  of  this  division,  wore  captured  by  the 
Rebt'ls.  (Sec  chapter  19.)  The  Thirty-fourth  lost  Lieut.  Walton  and  5  pri- 
vates raptured  una  1  man  mortally  wounded.  After  five  weeks  absence,  the 
command  returned  to  Carrollton,  and  on  October  24lh,  the  division  embarked 
for  ToxuM.  Tlic  island  of  Hrazos  dc  Santiaf^  was  reached  November  8th. 
From  there  the  troops  marched  to  Brownsville,  whence  they  were  shortly 
ordered  back  to  the  Gulf.  In  an  expedition  under  Brifp.  Gen.  Ransom,  they 
sailed  110  miles  up  the  coa^tt  to  Aninsas  Pass.  Joined  by  another  bri^ado 
under  Gen.  Wauhbumo  they  landed  on  St.  Joseph's  island,  crossed  to  Mata- 
Korda  island,  and  aUer  a  preliminarv  engagement  in  which  the  Thirty-fourth 
took  prominent  part,  captured  Fort  Esperanza. 

Kemainint;  in  this  vicinity  untd  Apnl  20,  1864,  they  re-embarked  for  New 
Orleans.  Immediately  on  arriving,  thev  were  started  to  re-enforce  Gen. 
Banks  on  the  Ked  River  campaign.  Banks's  army  was  jointKl  at  Alexandria 
April  27th.  lie  had  fiUlen  oack  thus  far  on  his  retreat  After  about  three 
weeks  of  Hkirmishing  in  this  vicinity  the  retreat  was  resume^l  to  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  Col.  Clark  commanded  the  brigade  which  formed  the  rear  guard 
most  of  the  wny,  and  the  Thirty-fourth,  with  the  other  regiments  of  tho  brig- 
ade, was  frequently  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Arrived  at  Morganza,  the 
division  wa^  ordered  to  Baton  Rouge,  remaining  there  six  weeks  as  garrison. 

In  July,  Col.  Clark  had  notice  that  his  refiriment  was  to  be  transferred  to 
the  Potolnao,  but  while  waiting  at  Algiers  to  be  transported  thither  it 
was  att^iched  to  Maj.  Gen.  Granger's  expedition  against  the  forts  at  the 
mouth  of  Mobile  Bay.  Here  the  gallant  Inirty- fourth  played  a  conspicuous 
role.  Col.  Clark's  official  report  has  a  graphic  description  of  the  engage- 
ments. The  troops  disenibarketl  at  Dauphin  Island  July  28th,  and  marched 
that  night  to  within  two  miles  of  Fort  Gaines,  immediately  commencing  the 
siege  vigorously.  Aumi^t  oth,  Admiral  Farragut  ran  his  fleet  by  the  forts, 
and  the  next  morning  Fort  Gaines  surn»ndered.  'llie  Thirty-fourth  had 
lost  1  man  killed.  ImmiMljately  operations  were  begun  against  Fort  Mor- 
gan.^ The  intrenehments  were  gradually  advanii'd  until  the  guns  were 
within  500  yanls.  The  l)onibardment  coininenoed  at  daylight  of  August  2M, 
from  the  north  and  the  rtouth  by  the  gunboats,  and  from  the  east  by  the  land 
batteriej^.  Till  davliglit  of  tli**  24th,  the  stream  of  shot  and  shell  was  inces- 
Fant.  I'lien  tho  Rebels  ran  up  the  white  fl.ig.  At  the  formal  8urren<ler,  to 
the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  wa^  as'jigried  the  p!aw»  of  honor.  At  the  designated 
time,  2  r.  m.,  the  rejjiment  marched  up  m  front,  the  l>and  playing  **  Hail 
Columbia.''  Line  of  battle  w.w  formed  in  front  of  the  sallyport  through 
which  the  prisoners  soon  is^jut-d.  They  formed  in  line  parallel  with  and  ten 
paces  in  front  of  tlie  reirim«*nt.  The  n'l>el  ofljcers  were  ordei*ed  to  the  front 
and  center  ami  while  th»»ir  men  stacked  arms  they  surrendered  their  swords 
into  the  hands  of  a  staff  ofliirer,  detailed  for  the  purpose.  During  the  cere- 
monies a  national  nalute  was  biMng  fired,  and  just  at  this  juncture  the  rebel 
flag  w;ia  hauled  down  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  unfurled  to  the  breeze. 
^Alwut  the  miiltlle  of  September,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  report  to 
New  Orleiuis,  whenc»»  it  pr<>ce».»deil  inimeiliatejy  to  Morganza.  It  was  then 
fjur  wet»ks  (^n  the  Ati^hafalaya.  on  outpost  duty.  Lieut.  Walton  and  1  pri- 
vate were  seven'ly  wounded  in  a  Hkirmish.  Liter,  it  was  at  the  mouth  of 
White  rivt'r,  Arkansas,  rernniiiig  December  fith  to  Morganz«i.  The  varied 
experien-f's  of  thf  Thirty-fourth  Iowa,  sine**  enlistment,  had  re<luced  it  to 
b*MOw  oin'-half  the  maxinniin.  It  was  formed  into  a  battalion  of  five  com- 
I>iinies,  and  by  January  I.  I-^'m.  there  wis  nin"«olidat»*>l  with  it  another  bat- 
tilion  of  live  c'jmp  »ni«''*.  t'ornieil  of  the  Tliirty»Mirlith  Iowa.  Col.  (Jlark  now 
lound  hiiiHt'lf  at  the  heail  cf  as  tine  a  reirini»'nf  as  tii»'re  wa**  in  the  Unitetl 
States  ««Tvic»*.     It  w.i«<  a  I.tr^'-  rej^'iment  of  trained  and  trietl  vi»terans. 

In  preparation  for  tlie  Mol)il«'  «a'.npaign,  it  wa-i  m  id»»  a  part  of  the  Third 
brig.ide,  Sfvoml  <livision,  Tliiiteenth  arniv  corp-!.  under  Uen.  Andrews.  The 
command  was  ordered  to  Barranca.-,  Florida.     It  was  a  U'autii'ul  and  health- 
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p      1  I   Lol    Dungan  wrote  bis  wife:     "  Our  camp  begina 

d  an     ol  a.  neat  t  Uage  DeatliDK  aniong  foliu^ie  as  gn>eD  and  b 
a  u  p    towns  at  home  can  boast."    Tbe  'ITiirly-foorth  I 
D  H  coDtect  in  regimental  drill.    March  l2Li,  the  C( 
i   oPe  sn  1,1a      Ll.-Col.  Dun(tan  was  uow.by  or.!erof  H 
1       •!  t  ng  inapectDr  general  of  the  Settiiid  diviuon,  Tl 
oD  the  Btan  of  Gen.  Andrewa,  a  position  which  he  b 
f    li        ar      March  20th,  in  Gen.  Steele's  army,  the  if--"- 
niu  n    ti     April  2d,  Blaltely  was  reached.   Of  the  ma 
n  ot  The  conDtT7  is  e.  Hat.  sandy  awauip.  covered  m 

I  h        ad      even  when  dry  on  the  surface,  are  a  ware  Ctl 
k    nd  u    lerneatb     When  the  wheels  of  the  proviaioB  wagon*  ai 
I,  j  won  1   ut  tb  oagb  (bis  criiiit,  a  inmdred  men  would  drag  tt" 
to  the  road    ordu  ojed  by  the  army,     Uotsea  and  muleB  W(  . .. 
rough  a  d  x  nk  to  tl  e  r  bodiea.    A  whole  brif^e  would  be  detulH 
V   wb  e  the  p  oneet  cor^  woald  be  repairing  in  the  rear  of  tT 
f  I  an  a  fifth  of  tbe  distance  was  cordnroyed.    Only  Sii  mit 
a      h  d     Su  b  a  country  I'lirniehed  no  forage  and  theiutny  w 
i     at  one      Scattered  grains  of  com  left  by  horan  a 
li      up  and  calen  by  hun^y  men." 

ngaged  in  the  »ie^  of  Ulakely,  and  in  the  ma^iflce 

mv  April  dth,  the  Tbir^-fonith  was  among  Iht.'  fi    ' 

n   1     f    1   mmediately  in  its  front,    (See  chapter  U2.|    ... 

m  V  d    o  Mobile  and  then  to  Seimn,  wnere  Col.,  a 

mm  nd  of  the  po-t     May  12th.  it  left  for  Mobile,  i 

It  tt  at   Galveston  it  went  to   Hooaton,  where  0 

1  nf  the  poet  and  sub-district    Capt.  C.  U.  Miller  « 

al     August  15,  1865,  thia  gallant  regiment  wa*  d: 

k  etted  bngadter  general  for  gallantry  at  Blnkely,  Apt 


f 

S  off  Officers  of  the  Thiiis-fQurth  loica  t>\fatitr$.         J 

co^«,u.            1              -uoM,             1           .™«o«. 

Jolin  K«™.                    Vlclor  B.  Coffmut 
iHlnUnyF.  B«b(.        1 

Fri  P,  OoIUd>7. 
1 

U.L..r,c„t,,»sru 

AT,,™.™. 

„.«.-™.^ 

■«-«ri,-n  a.  Dunyun, 

Win.  W,  UrTBOl. 

t:a«,  r.  uibe. 

Henri  W,  Jut. 
Victor  U.  Coffnui, 

it.  A,  l>Hlilail. 

John  D.  airrar. 

THIRTY-FIFTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

iH  regiment  was  mu'lered  into  the  service  at   Muscatine,  Sej 

Mi'2.     i-^jlvHJter  fl,  UiU  was  made  colonel,  James  H.  Botbrock    I 
](  "''..iii'l,  imd  Henry  O'Connor  major.      The  resimmt  wu  • 
I!    11   i-.  ,iirivin((  November  24lh,  Mid  there  por^nning  gnat' 
III      I  III!  lis-  oiiiipaaiee  were  wot  to  Colunibga.  KeDtucky.  HI 
i:  '  iF.    u     (^iii  Dlc.  ■29th.  tlig  remainder  of  Uie  regiment  £ 
I  ir.v  ',  lij ',  diingcr  being  aupnhended  ui  Ulund  Nu.  10.  wtl. 
>■•  wi  Tl'  si'iit  Ihilher,  but  on  utt  &Ui  nruru  rcUi^veil  and  ordnrd  tg  . 
le  lOlli.  Companies  B  and  D  wen  aunt  U>  lUinoii  to  nrrmt  dM 
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from  an  Illinois  regimont.  They  n*tamed  to  Cairo  M.iroh  2Uh.  March 
14th,  six  companies  at  Cairo  witc  ordered  up  the  Tenu«»»HPe  rivt^r  us  escort 
to  Gen.  Asboth,  to  re-enl'orce  b'ort  Ileyman.    Thoy  returned  March  19th. 

April  12th,  by  orders  of  lien.  Grant  the  rejfiment  net  out  tor  the  Vicks- 
burg  campaign,  at  Dackpart,  ijiuisiani,  n^purting  to  Brig.  (nMi.  J.  M.  Tuttie. 
commanding  the  Third  division  of  the  Fifteenth  army  corps,  under  (.Jen. 
Sherman.  It  was  aiwigned  to  the  riiinl  brigade  of  his  division.  The  regi- 
ment participated  in  the  battle  of  Jackson,  May  14th,  having  1  man  killed 
and  1  severely  wounded.  It  crossed  Big  Black  river  on  the  Hlh  ami  arrived 
that  evening  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg.  Here  it  engaged  in  the  severe.^t 
tlaties  of  the  siege,  at  work  in  the  trenrht^,  nharpshooting  and  on  picket. 
June  2:^,  the  regiment  Wiis  ordered  out  in  the  Army  of  Observation  near 
the  Big  Black  river,  on  Hevere  picket  duty.  In  the  sii>ge  of  Vicksburg  it 
had  lost  2  killed  and  1  wounde^l.  July  4lh,  when  Vicksburg  capitulatinl,  it 
was  ordered  by  a  circuitous  route  to  Jackson,  arriving  on  t -le  loth.  Wlu-n 
the  city  was  evacuated  by  the  Rebels,  it  engai;<'d  in  destroying  railroads  in 
the  vicinity.  At  Jackson  it  had  lost  1  othcer  wounded  and  some  mt*n 
captured.  The  regiment  left  Julv  20th,  with  about  liOO  prisoners  of  war,  for 
Clinton,  Mississippi.  When  its  division  arrived,  July  2iM.  it  li*ft  to  go  into 
camp  at  Bear  Creek,  is  miles  from  Vicksburg.  Owing  to  si'vere  manli"s 
and  duties  from  May  on,  in  that  southern  cliuiate,  many  of  the  Thirty-iifth 
sickened  antl  died  during  August  and  Septeml»er.  In  the  meantime,  Lt.-Col. 
Kothrock  an  I  Maj.  O'Connor  had  nsign»»d.  Capt.  \Vm.  B.  K»*e!fr  KUCC»vd»Ml 
the  first,  and  Abraham  John  Ix^Mnie  niiijor. 

October  l.*»lh,  the  re;;inn'nt  left  on  a  scout  un<lt*r  Gen.  MilMierson  b'*yond 
Brownsvdle,  rv.*turniiig  OitoljiT  2i>th.  Novemb»»r  7th,  the  regiment  1  'ft 
Vicksburg  lor  Memphi««,  ami  m irched  from  ther<"  to  La  iirange,  Tennesse*. 
arriving  November  21st.  January  2'»,  lSt>4,  with  its  command  it  moved  to 
Vicksburg  to  take  part  in  (Jen.  Shifrman's  Meridian  raid.  Arriving  to> 
late  to  join  that  expedition,  it  remained  in  camp  till  March  10th,  whtn  in 
Gen.  A.  J.iSmith's  i:.)lumn  it  start'^l  to  join  Gi>n.  Banks's  Red  Kiver  exp**li- 
tion.  Col.  Ildl  coiuni.iml»Ml  tin'  brigade  consisting  of  his  own  n>:rim»*nt  ami 
Uie  Thirty-third  .Xfi.s^o.iri,  ami  U.-t'ol.  Keeler  led  the  Thirty-litth  Iowa. 
Gen.  Mower  coMim.itiletl  tlj»*  division  At  the  taking  of  Fort  de  Kus-ey  tlie 
regiment  was  in  res^'rv^.  Wiiile  at  .Vii'.Kunlria,  »'ol.  Hill's  brigade,  with  a 
battery,  waj  ordereil  air.iinst  Kort  ll«*ml'T<ou.  The  brilliant  in.iiin-*r  in 
which  their  mission  was  at- •  miplislied  is  thus  naiTat«?.l:  Th«»  en»'my  were 
in  readiness  for  an  attack.  Tlie  in.irLh  was  through  marshes  imd  a  ilen-se 
pioe  £op?st,  and  many  wim»*  e\li ui-tel  from  fatiirue.  It  was  cjM  and  rainy, 
and  darkness  s«'t  in.  N-ii'S.l''>-ly.and  4uii'kly,  the  briga«le,  with  the  riilrty- 
fifth  Iowa  inailvam*'.  l«-lt  tlieir  wiy  t)  tiie  en  niy's  lines.  Kight  pi'k-M 
were  successfully  oapiure«l.  tliPN*  lOsirnTs,  om*  guiilon  and  an  ambulanc*^ 
with  horses,  and  sent  to  tlii'  i«Mr  of  tb^'  tiM  regjiu-'nt,  without  the  tiring  of 
a  gun.  At  midniglit  the  in  liu  (.imp  of  th*'  I{eb>'ls  was  reachetl.  The 
horses,  hitciied  tt)  a  sev-tion  of  tin- entMiiy's  battery  anil  caisson,  were  mounted 
by  our  men  and  a  ninii'»er  of  tli»*  emMiiy  surn^unl'-tl  in  a  house  b»'ton'  «)iir 
presence  was  disi'oviTfd.  l>"tli  p'giin*tits  then  rharg»iil  with  lixed  biyom-ts 
through  tiie  camp,  <  ipt:iriiiLr  .uiDtii-'r  sittiou  uf  hattery  with  cai-f-oiL^  ami 
hors4>s  complete,  .iml  a  nirnl»T  nt  invintfd  l{i'b»*U.  Movintr  to  anotln*r 
|K>int,  about  40  uvn-f  pii-nit'i'S  with  lior«si's  wim»'  tak-Mi.  With  tlii-s  rieli 
prize,  2J2  pri-'niers.  ariiil'-ry,  hor-i-s  aii>l  ami'*,  tli-*  briiraile  n.'tiii-ned  ti> 
Alexaiklri.i  to  nv  'iv*  iiiurii  <■  »-niii"riil  iti'>!i  t'-»r  it-^  brilh.in*  ''xploit. 

At  Uw  ha'tle  n\  I'i.-.-.iTi?  II  il.  « '  .1.  Hill's  b:i-a  b-  t-.u^Mit  valiantly.  th.» 
Tliirty-Iifth  l<»\va  ;•'  itp-  l.>-:ni:  '^1.  1  "f  tli'-in  ntii  ''r'.  Tin-"  was  .»'it  .»f  .-i'.'v.'u 
coinpanie-:.  tlir-M-  ln-iiiLr  "»ri  pi*  k  ■  d:ity  in  thf  r-ar.  'F<n-  «aiiipaiuni.  -*•• 
ch.ipt4*r  2  J.I  »)ii  til'"  iftr'Mt  .)!  Ilmk-'s  aniiy.  Ci-l.  \\.\V<  l«rav.'  i>'u':n-nts 
had  their  «;liart'  .)ttli''  :ii;iitoi-'  t  .m^t.intly  t.ik.riu'  i-latf.  May  Plrli.at  Man- 
sura,  L'^ui'.iana,  th*-  Th. rty-fi:'.M  Iowa  lo-t  :J  wtJind.'.l,  and  on  th»'  I'^th,  at 
Bayou  dn  Glai/j,  •)  killfd.  17  w-mirhd  and  1  nii--ing.     (.'apt.  (ieo.  ''.  H".n- 
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meiator  was  GHTerely  wonnded  and  Col.  Hill  had  tlie  inexpreBBJble  «orrow  of 
Ecemg  his  own  iion,  Fred.  Hill,  acting  orderly,  shot  disad  by  his  side. 

After  r^turniiur  lo  Vicksbtirp,  the  regimeDt  wat  in  Gen.  Smith's  fore? 
which  rought  the  buttle  of  Point  Chicol  or  old  Lake,  to  dear  thn  rirer  ot 
MnrmaduK'i's  blockade,  Haj.  Abraham  John  commanded  and  Ml  marlallr 
wounded  from  his  horse.  Oapt.  William  Dill  vas  also  Bererely  voandea. 
In  a  taw  minutes  the  regiment  loat  about  20.  It  then  proceeded  lo  Memphia. 
and  with  its  wmniand  wa«  en^ged  in  Oen.  Smith's  Tupelo  campaifrn. 
With  tho  Twelfth  lowit,  it  formed  a  part  of  the  brigade  ol  Col.  Woods  of 
the  Twelfth,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Tupelo.  July  Hlh.  (See 
■•liupter  29.)  .After  returning  to  Memphis  it  was  n^ain  engaged  in  the 
Ostorii  espp'iiitioii.     By  the  last  of  August,  it  waa  again  in  Memphis. 

L^.ilIv  m  Si'pL.iiil)i>i-,  Gon.  Mower's  diTiaioQ  waa  ordered  to  leare  Memphii 
f'T  t'L'  Wliir.;  ri'.'iT.  Arkansas,  to  clear  oat  threatened  rebel  blockading;. 
l.ui'lirii;  lit  I'in.iir.  iiluff,  it  marched  to  Brownsville  and  then pursned  Price 
iiiirthuMri  tn  Mis.^iiuri— a  Kerere  march  of  350  miles  in  19  days.  Movinsto 
tit.  hiiiiL^,  the  (.'uumiand  was  ordered  to  join  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  in  puTsait  of 
I'rice  la  Missouri,  The  enemy  TOnatantly  eluded,  and  the  viol-nt  njiirch* 
ing  ended  about  tlie  middle  of  November.  In  about  a  week  mor-i  Gen. 
Smitti's  army  wan  on  ila  way  to  re-enforce  Thomas  ut,  Nashville.  TboTliird 
brigade  consisted  of  the  'IVeifth  and  Thirty-lifth  Iowa,  with  tte  Seventh 
Minnesota,  Thirtv-third  Hiasouri  and  a  Missouri  battery,  and  wai  oiai' 
manded  by  Col,  Hill  of  the  ThirtyBlth  Iowa. 

At  the  battln  of  Naahvitle.  December  15th  and  I6th.  this  brigade  foa^t 
with  conspicuOMs  giilUntry  and  great  loss.  (See  chapter  2S.)  In  the  caurm 
'jf  this  brilliiint  enyiitfement.  in  assaulting  a  fort  which  they  captured,  the 
brave  Col.  II  ill  was  shot  dead.  Col,  Uarshall  of  the  Seventh  Minnesota  eao 
L'ei'deJbim.  Th'.' Thiily-fifth  enga,|(ced  in  nursnit  of  the  Rebels,  and  Iben 
niarcbeil  to  l.'lifton.  Karly  in  lbli5  it  movea  to  iCastport,  and  on  Fnbnuur 
.^,  1?(J-.,  Ill  Vi,k.l:,irf,'. 

T.   ■  r   J.I   .  .;!  v,  ■•  -ion  tnituferredlothe  South. still  in  Gen.  Smith's  army, 

II  '       '1  .liilecamniiion.     Lt.-Col.  Kecler  commanded.    It  wa« 

II.  i^.i'.le  and  waa  in  McArtbur's  division  iif  the  Siitccntb 

I    .  I. Jiijpnigu,  see  chapter  32.)    At  Spanish  Fort  it  did  tti 

1  .!         ■■    ■!  ■■-■.■  Ill  (besiege.    When  this  dosing  a£t  of  the  war  ww  com- 

.  iKil  Miil»l'' oci:upied  by  the  union  troops.tlte  regiment  moved  Brat  to 

'■I   1.  .    iiL'Tv  iiTid  then  to  Selma.    July  21st,  it  received  the  order  to  start  for 

I   .      .  .Ml  I  w,is  Clustered  out  ol  the  service  August  10,  18fi&.  at  Davon|K>rt, 

1    .i~ ' '  '-111;.''  jtii  f,iithFu]  and  gallant  career.    Col.  Hill  was  bievelted  brim- 

,li.Tt,.n,fral,  U.  S,  V. 

Field  and  Staff  Offietra  of  th»  TMH<f-fifth  Iowa  Infanirg. 
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1                  >U/0». 

^«.»».. 

curLun. 

Wm.  B.  KMter. ' 

sttpiuD  u.  Cobb. 

FTud*  W.  Btbb. 
Wm-B^LBj. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

TnE  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  infantry  enlisted  in  the  month  of  Auf^ust,  1SG2. 
Companies  B,  D,  H  and  E  were  enlisted  in  Wapello  county,  Companies  C, 
F,  U  and  I  in  Appanoose  county,  and  Companies  A  and  K  in  Monroe 
county.  It  rendezvoused  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  in  September  following,  and 
was  re^rularly  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  October  4,  186*1.  The 
colonel,  Ohas.  W.  Kittrcdge,  had  formerly  been  captain  of  Company  F, 
Seventh  Iowa  infantry.  He  was  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Belmont, 
which  rendered  him  unfit  for  service  for  many  months,  and  upon  the  or^^ani- 
zation  of  the  Thirty-sixth  he  was  made  its  colonel.  He  was  the  only  member 
of  the  field  and  staff  who  ha<l  seen  previous  militarv  service.  The  regi- 
ment left  Keokuk  about  the  10th  of  November,  going  down  the  river  on  two 
steamers,  making  its  firxt  landing  at  Columbus,  in  the  night,  to  assist  in 
repelhng  an  expected  attack  of  the  enemy.  The  regiment  remained  here 
only  24  hours,  all  the  while  under  arms,  ft  then  pro^eded  to  St.  Louis  and 
was  in  Benton  Barracks  until  December  19, 1862.  Then  it  descended  the  river, 
landing  at  Memphis  December  22d,  and  remaining  until  the  30th,  when 
it  proceeded  to  Helena,  Arkansas,  arriving  there  on  the  last  day  of  the 
year  1>^2.  It  remained  there  until  the  latter  part  of  the  following  Febru- 
ary, when  it  embarked  on  steatners  in  the  Yazoo  Pass  expedition,  returning 
to  Helena  April  8th,  the  expedition  comprising  just  40  days  and  nights  in 
the  wilderness.    (For  account  of  this  expedition,  see  chapter  17.) 

The  regiment  remained  here,  making  occasional  forays  into  the  country, 
until  August  11,  1863,  when  it  made  part  of  Gen.  Steele's  army  in  his  march 
on  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  Helena  was  the  chief  burial  place  of  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Iowa.  Its  stav  in  that  charnel  house  of  death  and  the  Yazoo  Pass 
expedition,  so  spread  disease  among  the  men  that  few  escaped  sickness,  and 
the  mortality  was  large.  The  health  of  the  regiment  improved  at  once  when 
it  set  out  for  Little  Rock.  This  is  the  experience  of  all  troops  on  the  march. 
Little  Rock  wa-s  captun'd  on  the  10th  of  September  and  the  regiment  entered 
the  city  two  days  after,  enrainping  in  the  outskirts  on  the  north  side.  March 
27,  1H64,  it  was  in  tin*  fxi>edition  under  command  of  Gen.  Stet»le.  Its 
objective  point  was  Ccimdcn,  at  th«  head  of  navigation,  on  the  Oucheta 
river.  How  arduous  that  expeilition  was,  and  how  well  the  regiment  con- 
ductt'd  it.Helf  in  emerKt'ucieK  and  in  battle,  have  been  fully  described  in  the 
chapter  on  the  Caindon  campaign.  The  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  l>oro  the  brunt 
of  the  battle  on  iU'iA  march,  at  Elkin's  Ford,  where  Lt.-Col.  Drake  com- 
manded our  force. 

It  took  part  also  in  the  battb?  at  Pnurie  d*Anne.  There  the  a<ivan<'e 
of  the  army  skirmished  for  twelve  miles  and  Hnallv  found  the  R4'b**Is 
so  strongly  posted  tis  to  re^juin*  three  days  to  dislodge  tnem.  It  was  there 
that  our  soldiers  leunie<I  of  tiie  awful  disaster  to  the  co-operating  column 
under  Hanks,  and  that  a  new  and  stnmg  enemy  would  soon  l)e  in  their 
front.  The  army  entered  (.\inid»Mi  al»oiit  .April  14th.  On  the  22d  of  April 
the  regiment  was  in  the  bngiule  detailed  to  guard  240  wagons  bark  to  Piiie 
Bluff.  The  brij^adt*  was  lommanded  ]>v  Lt.-l'ol.  F.  M.  Drake,  and  the  n-gi- 
ment  by  Maj.  A.M.  llamiltnn.  Col.  Kittreilgi*  had  lMH?n  taken  down  v»'ry 
Mck  two  d.iys  Ih'lore  and  w.is  unable  to  accompany  the  ex|)eilition.  The 
l)attle  of  .Mark's  MilU  (-e»  chapter  '2\).  and  the  captun^  «)t  the  regiment 
occurred  A])ril  *J.'>th.  About  1«>)  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  l»*ft  behind  wt?re 
in  the  battle  oi  Jenkins'  Ferry  untler  coniMian«l  of  Lieut.  Huston  of  Com- 
pany I.  .\l>>ut  J'J')  of  the  reLrim<'nt  captun'l  at  Mark's  .Mills  were  taken  to 
Camp  K«>ril  pn>on,  \  mii-'s  troni  Tyler,  Tf'xas.  where  those  who  did  not 
o>c»ip"  in  the  iiiiMntinie  n'main*  d  until  about  the  l.,t  of  .March,  HOr>,  when 
they  were  .'Xi.hani^e  1.  r-'j-utiinvr  the  rouriment  at  St.  Oharles,  on  the  White 
river,  .\rkan-a-,  in  April.  Att«'r  the  n*tuni  of  t.ien.  Steeli>  to  Little  Hock 
th»»  r«*g»ni'Mjt  was  *J'h)  str'>n;.r.  It  remained  at  Little  Ro»rk  till  early  in 
March,  Htxs  when  it  was  niuoveil  to  St.  Charles,  on  the  White  river,  and 
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\   IheDLe  111  Miy,  to  Duiall  b  BlulF.  Arkaaaas,  where  it  was 
ViiRiiit  34    {'•*h->      From  thence  it  went  to  Davt'npgrt,  lowtk.  when  |j 
I  ml  (iH    mil  (liibiniJHd  Scpttaiber  8lh.    The  regimwit  receiTC4  » 
,     r      I,     I  I     h    HR4   dt  Little  liock,  and  had  in  it  from  firet  to 

I       n     ltd  t  itidities  10  the  battle  ot  Maik'a  Mills,  Arbuin 
I  in  all  other  actiang  combined,  and  Helena  wtu  f| 


ached  New   Oikunii.  and  Maj.  A..  I 


ImU      1^M     n  uliiiiR  the   union    linea    Aagust  24.   at  Pine   Tree    BIi§ 
ArkiiDBas      Milli  r  died  in  about  three  weekt  after,  and  Lambert  on  the  S 
of  J  tnuar;  followintc  from  the  eipusure  of  the  trip.    Some  time  atter  t 
I  "CHiH  from  pn'on    Maj   HamilUin   who,  with  bia  captured  comTade*,  fa 
iiTiri  rt^iin'' n  im<>lc  a  sunennKB  and  indittnities  at  the  handt  oftbe  cliivali 
^k  I    I  1 1    i{  HI  1.  iDiniajid  ot  the  regim<>nt  until  the  return  of  Col.   Kilire' 
111  111        irU  winli  I      It  was  Bi  compliment,  for  Uamittou  had  been  nm.. 
til    I  1  I      t  ol  til    brive  at  the  battle  of  Mark's  Mills,  where  he  had  led  tl 
M  .1111   lit    ind  uht-re  he  did  the  moat  heroic  fishting  on  the  field.     II« 
ipiiiiintcil  Ikutenant  colonel  later,  but  want  of  Tocunc;  prevented  Ml  b 
mLutcred 

Field  and  Staff  Offlctrs  of  tht  ThirtJ/sixlh  louta  In/antn/. 


.<,!.,«..                 1                   «^0«. 

A.  H.  HMUllton. 

a  a.  It^.'" 

'™ 

1          .wrT«.«. 

l.a.Urmk^. 

I3;!^:srr- 

THIRTY-SEVENTO    IOWA    INFANTBT. 
The  Qragbeard  Btgimtnt. 


„ -  „  .  .     a  who  L 

a  and  ffiandaona  to  the  wnr.  Ilistorv  fumiihM  )) 
libera  of  the  soldiers,  themselvw  too  old  to  l>orcoril 
I  im  (heir  armor,  and  asked  that  the  groveronient  tl 
f  t  be  ariiij.  'J'bey  were  all  above  forty-five — BOme^ 
i\~i'  III  thiH  appriu.  n  apeuiul  order  was  usuod  Iv  f 
iirmit  tbeirenteiinK  the  federal  service,  und  atipiual^ 
'  i!i  performing  only  ttuard  uid  gorriton  dotv.  .• 


.    .   ''.'•<>.   K,    Went   lieutenant^lonel.  and    I^mi.. 

;     <  I  .limb  nf  Companj  K  kuidlf  fumialiei  liie  writer  D 

k  iih.     The  Thirty -MTenth  fown  ww  made  npaTg 

< '  in  iif  the  state.    Stordy,  healthy  and  abll^-blidiM^ 

<    III-'  a|i;H;anince,  and  from  its  nnuaual  hiAtor 

ill  iL  ill  SI.,  Louid.    It  arrived  there,  January  I,  186 

II  Hi'iilon  Barracka.    Januar;  5th  it  wnn  ordered  to  Sol 

K  city,  and  placed  in  charge  of  two  mititttry  priions,  6 
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pany  E,  Capt.  Bankfl,  which  was  placed  on  provost  duty  in  the  city.  In 
Apnl,  when  the  forces  of  Price  and  Van  Dorn  threatened  St.  liOuis,  Gen. 
Curtis,  who  was  in  command^  ordered  six  companies  of  the  Thirty-seventh 
Iowa  to  the  arsenal,  where  they  remained  a  week  on  duty,  until  the  rebel 
forced  had  been  turned  in  another  direction.  About  this  time,  Capt.  Lamb, 
Company  I,  and  Capt.  Crane,  Company  K,  were  detailed  to  serve  on  court 
martial,  remaining  on  tliat  duty  till  Augfust  13th. 

May  lat,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  ^ard  bridges  on  the  Pacific  railroad 
west  of  St.  LouiK,  with  headquarters  at  Franklin.  It  guarded  the  road  from 
St.  Louis  to  Jefferson  City,  and  remained  on  this  duty  till  July  2!Hh.  Thf 
regiment  was  then  onlore<l  by  Gen.  Schofield  to  Alton,  111.,  where  it  relievetl 
the  Seventy- seventh  Ohio,  in  charge  of  the  military  prison  at  that  place. 
It  remained  here  on  duty  till  January  17th,  l^iA,  when  it  was  ordered  on 
similar  duty  to  liock  Island,  111.,  wheiv,  on  the  ishmd,  about  10,0C0 
rebel  prisoners  were  kept. 

June  r>lh,  the  regimont  was  ordered  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  placed 
on  picket  and  guard  <luty.  The  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  furnishetl  the  guard 
every  other  day  for  the  provisi<)n  train  froui  Memphis  f»a^»t  to  lia  Grange, 
Tennchsee,  and  Holly  Spnngs,  Mi8sis.<ippi.  While  engagtnl  on  this  duty,  the 
train  was  fire<l  into  by  gnorrillas  in  ambush.  Two  men  of  the  regiment 
were  killed  and  two  slightly  wounded.  The  time  si>ent  at  Memphis  was  u 
trying  one  to  the  n>giment. 

The  tents  l'urnish<*d  were  such  as  are  known  as  "  dog  tents,"  giving  ver>' 
insuthcicnt  protection,  and  ius  it  rained  fretpiently,  the  men*ri  btidding  and 
clothing  wore  much  of  the  time  damp.    This  occasioned  much  sickness. 

August  27,  1SG&,  the  regiment  was  ordenMl  to  lndiAna|)olis,  Indiana,  arriv- 
ing Auf^ust  :Ust.  From  here  five  cumpanies  under  Col.  Kincaid  were  sent 
to  Cincmnati  to  guard  prisons.  The  remaining  five  companies  guarded  for 
a  time  the  9,000  rebel  prisoners  at  Camp  Morton,  when  three  companies 
under  Lt.-Col.  West  were  s»'nt  to  Columbus,  and  the  remaining  two  under 
Mig.  Allen  to  ( iallipolis.  About  the  middle  of  May,  l^^-*),  the  regiment  was 
reunite<l  at  ( ■incinnati.  S«nin*  of  tht'othcers  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Iowa,  sta- 
tioned at  Cincinnati,  had  Ix't^n  d«*tailed  on  s{X'cial  dutv.  Lieut.  Stephen  H. 
Shelladay  who  h,u\  been  a  colonel  of  volunteers  in  the  Bla^-k  Hawk  war,  and 
United  StattM  niarsh.il  for  Iowa  umler  Pn»sident  Ta^'li)r,  was  plaotnl  by  Gen. 
Willich  in  charg».'  of  a  military  ortice.  In  recognition  of  his  ethcient  service 
the  genenil  pnsent>(l  him  with  an  elegiint  golil-headed  cane. 

During  tliestay  of  the  thnt*  companies  at  Columbu**,  where  from  10,003  to 
16,000  reln'l  prisontTs  were  guanled  at  C.unp  Chase,  Company  I,  Capt. 
Lamb,  was  detachtsl  January  7.  HO*),  to  perform  iru.ird  anil  provost  duty  in 
the  city.  Capt.  Lamb  witli  the  twt)  lieutenants.  Havens  and  Belknap,  were 
detailed  on  the  sp.'cial  servit-e  of  conducting  recruits  from  the  draft  rendez- 
vous at  Columbus  to  the  re>^inient«  in  the  Held.  Tiiey  continued  in  this  ser- 
vice until  thi*y  rej.)in''«l  th-'ir  n-gimiMit  in  May,  at  Cincinnati. 

Gen.  Willich,  th» muumiling  ortii-er,  exore^sinif  to  Adjt.  Gen.  Thomas 

the  highest  conimenhirion  of  the  loyal  and  faithful  service  of  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Iowa.  Ku^'gi>st''il  liiat  with  the  fullest  acknowledgment  of  its  graml 
example,  it  Im»  innsi'Mi'd  nut  ijf  the  l'nite»|  .^^tate;*  s«'rvice.  His  suggestion 
was  com  pi  ie- 1  with,  and  on  May  '2i,  n»>'),  tiie  reguni-nt  w;i3  mustered  out  at 
Davenport,  th-*  tir-st  of  thine  enli-<te<l  tor  three  years.  In  Gen.  Willich's 
letter  to  Gen.  riioiiii'i,  he  ^tat-s  that,  many  of  them'  men  were  over  sixty, 
and  that  they  hal  .sent  thlrffH  hu/fireii  >onH  antl  grandsons  to  the  war. 
He  says: 

"Thi'V  h.ive  reiMViMJ  the  o>riinien«lations  of  tlieir  former  post  command- 
ers. At  tlii**  |»'»^t  t  i''v  h.ivf  pertonufd  very  h^avy  iluties,  to  pertbrni  which 
would  h;ivi'  l»''Ti  'iitliiilt  t.ir  i-v.Mi  an  «*«ni  il  number  of  young  m»'n.  The 
high  p.itri'>ti^:ii  di-|»  iiy»' I  i»y  •ii"-;"  m-n  in  devotim:  a  tew  years  of  their  old 
age  to  fh»'if « «>!intry\  --rviif  i-  unj».ir.ill.'l''l  in  hi-itory,  and  conimanils  thi* 
resp.'it  of  ••v.-ry  tru'*  Il-'piil'lif.in.  I.  tli^n-fn-e.  mo-st  re-iH.'ctt''iily  nrommend 
Uiat  tile  rh:rty-'f\enlh  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  may  !>' mu-ter??d  outof  thu 
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service  immediately,  with  the  honors  and  acknowledflrmcnts  of  their  ser- 
vices  due  to  the  noble  spirit  with  which  they  gave  so  f^lorious  an  example  to 
the  youths  of  their  country." 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry, 


ooiMvmu 

MAJOB. 

■UBOSOH. 

GHAPXJOH. 

George  W.  Kfncald.      |  Lyman  Allen.                (John  W.  Finley.           |Jm.  H.  White. 

X.IKUT.  OOLONKX.. 

AI>JUTAltT. 

ABST.  8UBOBONS. 

Qeorge  B.  West. 

David  H.  Qoodno. 

Geo.  8.  Dewltt. 
Saml.  C.  Haynes. 
Edward  Dom. 
Joseph  Orr. 

Prentice  Bansozn. 

THIRTY-EIGHTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

The  story  of  thi»  re^ment  is  short  and  melancholy.  As  an  orfl^anization 
it  never  saw  a  battle,  and  yet  no  Iowa  regiment  in  the  service  lost  so  many 
soldiers  in  so  short  a  time.  Out  of  a  full  strength  of  910,  not  less  than  811 
were  dead  within  a  year  and  a  half,  and  another  110  had  been  discharged 
OS  l)roken  down  too  much  to  serve.  This  was  well  on  to  every  other  man. 
and  without  a  battle.  Death  in  war  times  comes  in  more  forms  than  one,  and 
disease  is  usually  more  fatal  than  the  bullet;  the  weary  miurch  destroys  more 
men  than  the  cannon.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  command  in  all  the  United  States 
service  Hutl'ered  as  this  ( ommand  did.  It  died  at  its  post  Bghting  the  deadly 
malaria  of  a  southern  swamp.  No  regiment  entered  the  service  with  higher 
hopen  than  did  the  Thirty-tMghth  Iowa,  at  Dubuque,  on  November  4,  1>^62. 
The  city  wh^rt;  it  rendezvoused  was  beautiful,  the  scene  was  fair,  and  Post 
Quartermiv*«t.»r  (I raves  surrounded  the  men  with  comforts  and  conveniences, 
such  as  soldiers  Ht>ldom  knew.  His  Camp  Franklin  was  a  model  place  for 
soldiers  to  prepare  for  war.  With  n  cheer  the  regiment  bade  farewell  to 
Camp  Franklm  and  Iowa,  on  December  15,  l%2,as  it  started  for  the  South, 
as  it  noped,  for  war.  In  two  days  it  was  at  Benton  Barracks  near  St.  Louis. 
On  the  zSth  of  Decf»mber.  the  regiment,  on  board  the  steamer  Platto  Valley, 
started  down  the  Mississippi  river  for  Columbus,  Ky.,  and  in  three  days  was 
iKMng  1^<1  by  Col.  Moore,  of  Missouri,  against  the  supposed  enemy  at  union 
City.  January  1st  the  command  was  ordered  back  to  Columbus,  and  down 
tiie  river  to  New  Madrid.  Col.  Scott  of  the  Thirty-second,  under  orders,  had 
rect'ntly  evacuati'd  this  post,  spiked  the  cannon,  and  burned  the  barracks. 
The  regiment  now  had  nothing  to  do  but  rebuild  the  barracks,  unspike  the 
cannon  and  guard  Fort  Thompson,  at  the  post,  for  nearly  six  montlu.  The 
duties  hi're  were  neith*'r  arduous  nor  dangerous.  In  Juno  the  command  went 
by  sti'auier  Daniel  Taylor  to  Young's  Point,  near  Vi':ksburg,  and  by  the  15th 
of  June,  I'^G-),  had  crossed  over  the  Mississippi  and  was  under  the  guns  of 
Vicksburg,  fonnine  a  part  of  Gen.  Grant's  extreme  left  line  The  regiment 
was  placed  in  tht^  First  brigade.  Second  division  of  the  Tliirteenth  army 
corps.  Now  c<)ninicn<-ed  a  hard,  soldier  life,  by  day  and  by  night,  digging 
trenches,  rifle  pits  and  advances — and  doing  a  guard  and  picket  duty  that 
was  incessant.  I'ln;  h)cation  where  this  particular  regiment  li^  was 
extremt'ly  unhealthy.  It  was  on  the  edge  of  a  dismal  cypress  swamp,  whose 
miasmatic  vapors  (><)isoned  the  blood  of  the  whole  command,  sending  to 
their  grav.^s,  later,  hundreds  of  the  noble  men  who  had  gone  there  willing  to 
sacrifice  lite  and  limb  in  assaulting  the  works  of  a  foeman,  less  to  be 
dreaded,  as  it  prove<l.  than  the  sickly  vapors  of  the  swamp.  In  fact  the  guns 
of  the  reU'l  forts  killed  but  a  sinffie  man  of  the  Thirty-eighth  daring  the 
sieg4'.  Th^"  4th  of  July  came,  that  victory  Fourth,  and  Vicksburg  snrrendenKl. 
Then  the  rt'giment  started  for  Port  Huoson  at  once,  but  hearing  of  its  fall, 
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went  with  Oen.  Herron  to  the  capture  of  Yazoo  City.  Shortly  it  was  back  at 
Vicksburg.  and  then  for  a  few  da^'s  in  Yazo?  City  affain,  bringing^  in  cotton, 
muled  and  ne><roe9.  The  27th  of  July,  140-$,  found  tho  regiment  at  Port 
Hudson,  Lia.,  and  here  commenced  the  awful  and  fatal  fev^ers  inherited  by 
the  men  at  that  cypress  swauip  by  Vickdbur);.  The  whole  command  wai 
Mick,  very  sick,  and  dying.  On  August  lothj  so  many  men  were  down  with 
fever  that  the  morning  report  showed  but  eitrht  officers  and  twenty  men  of 
this  big,  tine  regiment  fit  for  duty.  On  the  7th  of  August,  Col.  D.  il.  Hughen, 
the  regiment's  loved  commander,  was  carried  to  the  grave.  He  was  greatly 
lamented  both  with  his  regiment  and  in  Iowa,  for  he  was  a  noble  man  who 
died  as  much  a  hero  as  if  he  hiu\  been  killed  by  charging  a  cannon.  So,  too, 
went  to  the  grave  scores  of  others  of  tliat  martyr  regiment.  Every  day  saw 
its  victims,  and  the  firing  of  the  death  sr^uad  was  more  frequent  than  the 
call  to  meals.  Everybody  was  on  the  sick-list,  and  the  camp  was  only  a 
hospital.  Many  officers  ivsigned  and  came  home  to  escape  the  death  that 
seemed  waiting  them.  The  privates  could  not  resign — death  only  mustered 
them  out,  but  they  left  the  service  as  heroic  to  their  cause  as  were  their 
more  fortumite  comrades,  falling  in  the  din  and  the  glorv  of  battle. 

By  the  15th  of  August  the  feeble  little  command  had  a  change  in  scene 
by  goinj^  to  CarroUton,  Louisiana,  where  shortly  many  of  the  convales- 
cents joined  it,  and  on  October  2id,  the  regiment  sailed  for  New  Orleans 
with  (ven.  Banks  in  his  expedition  to  Texas.  There  were  lt>  transports  and 
3  gunboats  in  the  tlt^t  at  sea,  and  in  a  few  days  a  fierce  storm  was  encount- 
ered, but,  fortunately,  no  lives  were  lost,  though  one  of  the  vessels  found- 
ered. On  November  .'^l,  the  command  landed  at  Brazos  Santiago,  Texas, 
and  in  three  days  moved  on  Brownsville.  The  place  fell  without  resistance, 
and  here  the  Tbirty-eighth  regiment  remained  in  camp  till  July  2S,  1861. 
On  July  'Jlst,  the  command  sailed  from  Brazos  Santiago  on  the  steamer  City 
of  Richmond  for  Now  Orleans.  On  August  5th,  it  was  again  at  CarroUton, 
and  on  the  7tli  it  was  on  the  stt^amer  Josephine  bound  for  Mobile  Bay.  It 
reached  Fort  Gaines  on  the  9th,  and  that  evening  was  landed  at  Mobile 
Point  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Morgan.  Until  the  2:\a  of  Auifust.  when  Fort 
Morgan  surrendered,  the  regiment  remained  on  picket  ami  fatigue  duty.  A 
month  was  8i>eiit  at  .Mobile  Point,  and,  on  Septeml^er  ^(th,  it  took  the  steamer 
James  Battle  for  N».*w  Orleans.  (»en.  T.  \V.  Sherman  was  commanding  the 
forces  at  New  Orleans,  and  he  shortly,  September  Uth,  sent  thii  command 
to  Donaldsonville,  fioaisiaiia.  At  this  {joint  the  regiment  numU^red  25  otH- 
oers  and  52^^  men;  half  of  it  was  gone,  dea^l  or  discharged  the  service.  On 
the  12th  of  [)ocemb(T,  l%i.  an  order  was  issued  consolidating  what  was 
left  of  this  rei^iment  with  the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa,  also  a  n»giment  grt^atly 
reduced  in  numbers  by  honor.iblt*  servii-e.  The  consolidation  finally  took 
place  at  Morganza,  when,  as  an  orgimization,  the  Thirty-eighth  Iowa 
ended  its  curot^r.  The  msv  command,  now  called  the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa, 
and  leil  by  C  )l.  ri»M)rg»»  \V.  Clark,  biicame  one  of  the  largest  and  best  regi- 
ments in  tli((  Uulf  OepartnitMit.  Its  history  from  this  daU3  is  an  honorable 
one,  and  is  n'latcd  uiid<*r  thi*  Thirtv-fourth  Iowa. 

During  the  anfortun-itt*  pfrioil  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Iowa,  when  fever  was 
carrying  its  solilifr  victims  to  ihi*  irrave,  the  regiment  was  blessed  in  having 
several  Dtlictrs  wh)lly  an^l  sincMfly  d«*vote«l  to  its  intenMts.    Col.  Ilaghes, 
until  striik  ?M  •l'»v\*n  hiiU'iflt'.  ha  1  biMi  th"  r»*gimi»nt*s  b»»st  f'rit'nd  in  its  sor- 
rows.     Annthi'r  «»t*  the  g»>l  S.ini iritiins  w.is  its   surg^'on.  l)r.  H»'nry  W. 
Hart.     Hart  h.i  I  bt*cii  an  aM«.'  pra>Jtitiom'r  at  h(>ia».  had  s*>tMi  nplenJid  s**r- 
vice  with  tiii-  Ninth  inf  iurr>',  an. I  was  bfsid's  a  mm  of  n  )hle  impalse  and 
of  go».l  hiMft.     M.my  .i  sDMi-r  snat.'h»'.l  fi«):n  d'a*li  at  th»*  hin«ls  of  south- 
ern fi'v«Ts  h.i-s  hli'-M'.l  \)v.  H.irt.     His  labins  at.  Vi.rkslur;,'  an  1  at  l*')rt  Hud- 
son. wiiiT'  aim  »'t  •'V'Tvb  xly  v\\n  sick,  w»'n*  «;iniply  h'T.'iiliMn.     By  day  and 
by  ni;(ht  h»*  was  «•  )n-tantly  mini-ti»r»n^  t  >  hi-*  sick  «>:iir.i  I'-.     Wiieti  other 
Burg«.^)n-i  all  gavf  out.  h.?  l.ib  in'l  on.  an  I  wa-i  tli.;  only  dojtar  of  his  divis- 
ion abl.'  for  diity,  or  wuo  cjiild  ent».T  Vickibarg  wuen  the  city  fell.     His 
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^reat  abilities  an  an  army  surgeon  and  his  faithfulness  secured  him  a  per- 
manent position  later  as  surgeon  of  the  general  hospital  at  New  Orleans. 
They  secured  him  also  the  recognition  and  thanks  oi  high  officials.  It  is 
8aid  the  records  of  the  army  show  few  examples  of  more  self-denial  or  pat- 
riotic devotion  than  was  tarnished  by  Dr.  Hart,  the  veteran  surgeon  and 
philanthropist.  His  sacrifice  and  devotion  were  not  single.  The  story  oF 
the  kind  deeds,  the  selt'-sacritice,  the  labors,  and  the  patriotic  hearts  of 
scores  of  army  surgeons,  hospital  stewards,  chaplains  ana  nurses  will  never 
all  be  known.  Their  labors,  well  done,  were  without  reward,  save  the 
Hcanty  pay.  Tliere  was  no  glory  in  saving  a  man's  life — it  was  the  killing 
of  men  that  brought  renown;  and  the  ^poodness  and  the  charity  among  the 
men  wiio  cared  for  the  nick  and  the  dying  soldiers,  the  goodness  and  char- 
ity that  never  vaunted  themselves,  had  their  best  and  sole  rewards  in  the 
promises  made  to  them  who  do  good  deeds,  though  unseen.  No  command 
ever  realized  more  tiian  did  the  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  the  goodness  of  good 
friends.  It  saved  many  of  them  in  their  struggle  with  disease — a  struggle 
the  most  heroic  of  anything  in  their  history. 

Field  and  Staff  Offlcera  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry. 


COIOHXL. 


MAJOBS. 


■UBOBOM. 


OHAKiAXira. 


1).  H.  Hugbee. 

0.  Ctiadwick. 
n.  F.  Beebe. 

H.  W.  Hart. 

Jobn  Webb. 

A.  H.  Hooghton. 

LXKUT.  OOLOlfXL. 

▲I>JUTAlfTB. 

▲MT.  8UBOBOMS. 

J.  0.  Uadnutt. 

H.  W.  PetUt. 
0.  F.  Loshe. 

R.  MeNatt 
£.  A.  DnncAn. 
8.  E.  Boblnson. 
J.  M.  Peebles. 

M.  B.  Lyons. 
T.  R.  CrandelU 
U.  A.  Majdolo. 

THIRTY-NINTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

Most  of  the  companies  of  this  regiment  rendezvoused  at  Das  Moines. 
Being  then  ordered  to  Davenport  where  they  were  joined  by  the  remainder, 
the  re^ment  was  mustered  mto  the  service  November  24,  1862.  H.  J.  B. 
Cummings,  former  captain  in  the  Fourth  Iowa,  was  made  colonel,  James 
Redtield  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Jos.  M.  Griffiths  major.  Geo.  C.  Tichenor 
adjutant,  became  afterward  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Dodge,  serv- 
ing with  distinction.  The  author  is  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  M.  Cassiday,  acfja- 
tant's  clerk  in  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  for  interesting  information. 

In  camp  at  Davenport,  measles  broke  out,  there  being  !KX)  cases.  There 
were  also  other  camp  diseases.  Most  of  the  sick  were  only  convalescent 
when  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  41  were  unable  to  move. 
Dectnnber  I'ith,  the  regiment  started  for  Cairo  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  Tultle, 
arriving  on  the  14th.  It  was  soon  transferred  to  a  crowded  transport,  the 
source  uf  suffering  and  sickness  to  many  of  our  soldiers,  and  on  the  16th 
sent  down  the  river  with  orders  to  debark  at  Columbus  and  report  to  Brig. 
Gen.  Davies.  The  exposure  on  the  steamer  was  added  to  by  landing  at  dusk 
in  rain  ami  mud  and  sleeping  on  the  wet  ground  with  only  '*  shelter  tents.** 
On  the  l^th  tht;  regiment  was  ordered  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge 
at  Corinth,  Mississippi.  Upon  the  arrival  oi  the  regiment  at  Jackson,  Ten- 
nesst^,  it  was  ordered  by  Gen.  Sullivan  to  debark,  the  Rebels  under  Forrest 
threattMun:;  th  it  phice.  While  Sullivan  was  awaiting  an  attack,  Forrest 
was  cutting  the  railroa<l  in  the  vicinity,  llio  move  on  Jackson  beiD|f  dis- 
coven'tl  to  b;?  a  feint,  th'5  n>ifiment  with  two  others  was  sent  to  repair  the 
railroa  I  and  drive  off  th^  entMuy.  On  the  26th,  it  arrived  at  Trenton,  raf- 
fering  from  e.\posure  to  rain  and  lack  of  sleep. 

Joined  now  by  other  troops,  the  force,  led  oy  Col.  Dunham  of  the  Fiftieth 
Induina,  followed  after  Forrest  who  was  at  Huntingdon,  ^30  miles  east.    Thii 
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fntmaidiof  ttie  ThiHy-ninth  wu  eatood  upon  at  dark  of  the  27Ui|Moh 
1UUI  with  fi?6  days*  rations  and  a  hundred  roonda  of  ammonitioii.  Tliere 
waa  neither  team  nor  ambalanoe.  It  waa  a  hard  ezperienoe  for  young  ^' 
diera  freih  from  loi^a,  many  just  oat  of  hospital,  ana  all  worn  oat  by  ahort 
sationa  and  niiifat  daty.  The  force  rested  at  daylifffat,  reaaming  maroh  at  8 
in  the  morning.  Again  they  marched  till  night.  The  next  morning  over  a 
lumdred  men,  too  worn  oat  and  foot-aore  to  proceed,  were  left  by  flie  way. 
Attempting  to  make  their  way  back,  they  were  sarroanded  at  Shady  GroTO 
Ivra  regiment  of  Fonest's  cavalry,  and  101  made  nrisonera.  It  waa  Ooober  oC 
1883  bSbre  th^  were  released  from  captivity  ana  regoined  their  regiment. 

Col.  Danham's  force  arrived  that  night  at  Hantingdon.  The  next  day 
the  Second  brigade,  which  indaded  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  and  namberea 
1545  men,  moved  oat  alone  toward  Lexinffton.  It  came  in  contact  with 
Forreat'a  command  nambering  from  6,000  to  7,000,  and  there  reaalted  the 
battle  ol  Parfcer*a  Croaa  (loads.  (See  chapter  16.)  It  waa  the  last  day  of 
1868,  and  the  regiment,  by  its  bravery  in  batUe,  had  moved  itself  worthy  oC 
the  tniat  of  itafoyal  atate  and  ita  brave  comradea  in  the  field. 

Jaanary  1, 186£^  the  regiment  set  oat  for  Jackaon,  and  on  the  6th  for  Cor* 
inth.  Cm.  Dodge  assigned  it  to  the  Thud  brigade,  Col.  M.  M.  Bane, 
Beeond  division.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  Sixteenth  armjr  corps,  Hu.-Gen.  Harl- 
boL  The  regiment  remained  at  Corinth  on  garrison  duty  all  November 
%  1868.  There  were  several  marches  of  two  or  three  6iy9  at  a  time  to 
gnaid  trains,  and  one  to  La  Grange,  Tennesaee,  to  ward  off  a  threatened 
attack  on  the  nulroad.  The  camp  waa  regaUurly  laid  oat  with  excellent  log 
banacka  for  oflBoers  and  men—the  best  quarters  in  the  division* 

April  15th,  Gen.  Dodge*s  division  moved  oat  to  cover  the  raid  of  Col.' 
Blieigfat  into  Georgia.  At  Bear  Creek  the  enemy  diq;mted  the  passage,  bat 
a  pontoon  was  thrown  over  and  they  moved  to  Taseambia,  skirmishing  con* 
ataatly  nntil  arrivinsr  at  Town  Creek,  Alabama.  The  enemy  onder  noddy 
wwa  now  re-enforoed  by  Forrest  and  contested  their  crossing,  bat  after  artil- 
leiy  do^  three  bridges  were  bailt  ander  fire  and  the  eneanr  retired.  Col. 
Streigfat  having  started  in  a  soathwesterly  direction  aroand  the  Rebels,  Uie 
before,  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  accomplished,  and  the  division 
led.  May  6th,  Company  H,  while  iraarding  a  corral,  was  sarroanded 
by  800  rebel  cavalry  and  mostly  taken  prisoners. 

November  2, 136^),  Gen.  Dodige's  entire  division  left  Corinth  for  Pnlaski, 
Tennessee.  It  reached  there  in  ten  days,  there  having  been  four  days  delay 
atlnka.  At  Pulaski,  division  headqoarters  were  established,  the  force 
being  distributed  at  various  points  on  the  saihroad.  The  Thir^-ninth  Iowa 
waa  placed  at  Reynolds  Station,  seven  miles  north.  Three  companies  were 
poated  at  two  gristmills,  fl^rinding  flour  and  meal  for  the  command,  and  two 
oompanies  as  ^oard  at  railroad  bridges.  The  remaining  five  remained  at 
Beynolds  Station.  January  21,  1864,  regimental  headqnarteia  were  moved 
to  Calleoka,  twenty  miles  farther  north,  with  six  oompaniea.  Two  of  the 
companies  at  the  mills  were  placed  at  railroad  bridges,  thna  giving  the  regi- 
ment twenty- five  miles  of  railroad  to  hold  and  maintain  qniet.  Jannacy 
96th,  another  raid  on  the  railroad  being  feared,  strong  atookadea  were 
ordered  to  be  thrown  up.  The  citizens  of  the  town  and  vidni^,  white  and 
black,  were  ordered  to  assiet,  to  the  number  of  150.  A  deep  ditch  was  dug 
aroand  the  stockade,  with  embankments  thrown  up  to  the  port-holes.  Two 
oannon  were  mounted  and  rifle-pits  made. 

March  12th,  the  regiment,  with  its  brigade,  took  np  line  of  march  for 
Athens,  Alabama,  and  April  30th  moved  for  Chattanooga.  Here  with  ita 
division  it  set  out  for  Sherman*s  Atlanta  campaign.  In  Dodge*s  command 
it  was  the  first  through  Snake  Creek  Gap.  May  9th,  with  five  companies  of 
Ninth  Illinois  mounted  infantry, it  engaged  in  a  skirmish  with  rebel  cavalry. 
Hay  16th,  it  also  led  the  army  in  crossing  the  Oostenaula  at  Lay's  Ferry, 
where  it  had  a  severe  engafirement  with  the  enemy,  suffering  considerable  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded.  This  movement  resulted  in  the  enemy *8  evacaating 
Resaca.    May  19th,  it  reached  Kingston,  Georgia.    May  2*20,  it  marchea 
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to  Rome  whore  it  remained  until  Auflrnst  15th.  It  then  went  in  an  exp«v 
dition  lifter  tlie  rebel  cavalry  under  Wheeler,  moving  1,200  miles  by  rail  and 
march  and  returning  to  Rome  about  September  16th. 

OctolxT  4th,  it  waa  ordered  to  Allatoona,  arriving  at  one  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th.  That  day  in  the  battle  of  Allatoona  under  Corse,  by  its  heroiRm 
and  by  its  sacrifices  it  made  its  name  glorious  in  history.  (See  chapter 
28.)  It  lost  thre<j-Hfths  of  its  number,  among  them  its  heroic  leader,  Lt.-Col. 
Redfield.  October  9th,  the  regiment  returned  to  Rome,  Georgia.  October 
13th,  it  crossed  to  the  south  side  of  the  Etowah  river,  skirmishing  with  rebel 
cavalry  and  driving  them  from  the  neighborhood.  November  10th,  it  moved 
to  Atlanta. 

November  16th,  in  Corsets  division,  the  regiment  joined  in  the  brilliant 
march  to  the  sea.  It  engaged  in  the  skirmishing  with  the  enem^  on  Bear- 
ing Savannah,  and  entered  that  city  with  the  army.  Col.  Cummings  being 
honorably  mustered  out  of  the  service  on  December  22,  1864,  Lt.-Col.  Grif- 
Hths  succeeded  in  command.  The  regiment  joined  in  the  march  of  Sher- 
man's army  northward  through  the  Carolinas,  its  labors,  its  adventures  and 
its  fighting.  The  march  concluded  at  Washington,  it  iMtrticipated,  May  24. 
in  the  grand  review.  It  remained  ^ere  in  camp  till  Juno  5th,  when  it 
was  mustei-ed  out  of  the  service,  and  went  home  to  Iowa,  its  loyal  mission 
in  the  war  fulfilled. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 


OOLONKLS. 


MAJOM. 


■DBaCOM. 


H.  J.  B.  Caimnlnffn. 
JoM»i)h  Bf .  OrifflthH. 
Jun*»  Ke<lfleld. 


Jofieph  *f.  Griffltht. 
Geo.  N.  Elliott. 
Iboao  D.  Marah. 


L.IBUT.  COLOMKLH. 


Jaroetf  Ke<lflel(l. 
Joxeph  M.  Griffltbif. 
Geo.  N.  Elliott. 


▲DJUTANTfl. 


CJeo.  C  TIchenor. 
John  R.  J07. 


Pet«r  N.  Woods. 


TluM.  J.  Taylor. 
Peter  T.  Biueell. 
Newton  P.  Wright. 
Howiaon  O.  Crawford. 


▲aST.  aUBOBOMt. 


Wm.  L.  Leonard. 
Ephralm  P.  Davia. 
Wm.  A  Dinwiddle 


Frederick  Mott 
John  M.  Andrewa. 


FORTIETH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

■ 

TiiK  last  of  the  thn?e  years  regiments  to  fill  its  ranks  and  enter  the  field 
wa^  thM  Fortioth.  Tiio  next  one  in  order  only  reached  the  size  of  a  battal- 
ion, while  subs<>(iuoiit  ones  failed  to  organize.  The  Hundred  Days  regi- 
mf*i\U  l)''i:.in  thon  witii  the  Forty-fourth,  ending  with  the  Forty-eighth. 
I'ho  Kortif^th  Io*v.i  wis  m«Hteriid  luto  th*5  nervice  at  Iowa  City,  November 
l'>.  !•<  *>i.  with  J()!in  .V  Garri^tt  a*i  cx)lonol,  S.unuol  F.  Cooper  as  lieutenant 
ijolon'^l.  and  Sht*rcnan  (It.  Smith  as  inyor.  Col.  (farrott  had  served  in  the 
Fourth  Iti'lianA  int'.iiitry  in  the  Mf'xiciin  war.  Ho  entered  the  civil  war  as  a 
captain  of  tho  TiMitl)  Iowa  infantry.  s»*rving  with  such  distinction  as  to  bo 
promottMl  to  tlio  lioutniant  colonelcy  of  the  Twenty-second,  and  before  join- 
ing that  rt*giin«»nt  to  the  colonelcy  of  the  Fortieth. 

T)eceinb»'r  17th  th»'  ri'giin»'nt  was  ordered  10  0)lumbus.  Kentucky,  which 
was  throatont'd  by  iin  attack  from  Forrest.  The  winlor  passed  monoto- 
nously, and  many  sickcntMl  and  died  from  the  exposure  incident  to  camp  life 
— many,  to*  ►.  w«»n»  susroptible  to  dis(*ases  from  having  just  recovered  from  the 
ni«*aslcs,  which  liad  aNo  attacked  this  regiment.  Orilers  to  proce<»d  to  Pa- 
<lucah  on  March  .{.  H^'>.i,  were  rewive«l  with  joy.  The  three  months  stay  at 
Paducah  benctlccd  tin'  troops  gnratly  both  in  spirits  and  health. 

May  ^'dst.  the  retriiniMit  was  ordered  to  join  in  the  Vicksburg  campaign. 
It  was  stationed  on  tin*  Vazoo  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Haines*  and  Snyder's 
bluffs,  jw  a  part  ot  tin'  Army  of  Observation,  to  prevent  Johniton*i  re-en- 
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fbrcio^  Pemberton  in  Vickaburfl:.  It  was  here  in  the  brig^ade  of  Col.  Mont- 
gomery, of  the  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin,  and  in  Gen.  Kimball's  provisional 
division.  The  miasma  of  this  re^^ion  and  the  unhealthful  water  reduced 
frreatly  the  strength  of  tho  regiment.  Col.  Garrett  beintjp  detailed  on  court 
martial  duty,  Lt.-CoL  Cooper  wai  here  much  ot  the  time  m  command. 

July  *Sid,  the  rej^iment  was  embarked  for  Helena,  another  unhealthful 
regton.  In  a  few  days  it  marched  with  Gen.  Steele's  army  on  Little  Rock. 
This  severe  march  in  midsummer^  told  fearfully  on  the  regiment,  already 
debilitated  by  the  poisons  of  the  Viizoo.  Its  strength  at  this  time  was  7oO, 
but  at  one  point  in  the  march  only  219  could  report  for  duty.  Midway  on 
the  route.  Gen.  Steele  Wtis  forced  to  send  over  a  thousand  men  to  hospitals. 
Col.  Garrett  was  at  this  time  ill,  and  Lt.-Col.  Coopi^r,  though  himself  ill 
with  fever  and  hardly  able  to  sit  in  the  saddle,  led  the  regiment.  The 
danger  passed,  he  fell  into  a  serious  fever. 

Crodsmg  the  Arkansas  river,  the  Fortieth  Iowa  led  the  army.  It  was 
expected  that  it  would  \ye  met  by  a  hot  fire  of  the  enemy  from  the  timber 
on  the  opposite  side.  Tli«.'  regiment,  after  supportmic  the  batteries  while 
the  pontoon  bridge  was  built,  crossed  in  fine  style,  and  in  perfect  order.  To 
the  surprise  of  our  force  tho  enemy  had  withdrawn.  Little  Rock  was  now 
soon  occupied  by  Gen.  Steele.  Duriug  the  winter  there  was  an  expedition 
to  Benton,  25  miles  distant,  in  which  the  Fortieth  narticipated.  Little 
else  transpired  out  of  the  usual  routine  of  ^ard  and  drill  duty,  till  the 
opening  oi  the  Camden  campaign,  in  the  spnng,  under  (xen.  Steele. 

Marcii  23,  1864,  the  army  marched  out  of  Little  Rock  on  this  ill-fated 
expedition,  designed  to  aid  Gen.  B.mks  in  the  unfortunate  Red  River  cam- 
paign. The  Fortieth  formed  a  part  ot  the  Tnird  brigade,  commanded  by  Col. 
ringelmann  of  the  Forty-third  Illinois,  and  was  in  the  Thiitl  division.  April 
3d.  at  Okalona,  the  regiment  was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  It  was  drawn 
up  into  line,  and  Company  H.  under  Capt.  Frank  T.  Campbell,  was  deployed 
as  skirmishers  in  the  wooils  to  the  right.  The  enemy  were  met  in  the  brush 
and  behind  logs  and  driven  back.  About  noon,  the  enemy  making  a  strong 
effort  to  udvan^-e,  Capt.  Ciiiupl>ell  was  compelUnl  to  fall  back  a  little  toward 
the  foot  of  the  hill  in  a  rather  unfavorable  position.  I'he  enemy's  tire  was 
heavy  and  IVivatt?  Samuel  S.  Koberts  WiW  sever*'ly  wounded.  Capt.  Camp- 
bell strengtiioned  his  line  from  his  reserve  and  formed  a  new  n»serve  from 
Company  I  on  picket  duty.  He  ihtMi  iln)ve  the  enemy  again.  At  2  P.  M., 
t\\v.  enemy  Retired.  (\)iiip''.nies  A,  F,  1)  and  1  were  on  picket  and  wen?  more 
or  1l*ss  iu  the  eagaife.n^Mit.  .Serirt.  Uaviil  A.  I'anner  of  Company  (- was 
wouniled  that  night.  At  Trairie  «r.\nne.  the  Fortieth  was  also  engaged. 
Maj.  Smith  led  th.'  skirmishers— an  excellent  otficer  and  good  man.  (For 
campaign,  stH»  ch.ipter  Jt  )  S»'v».'n  of  tlie  n»giment  were  wounded.  Thus  far 
on  the  rout'  o  of  the  re^rlmfut  ha<l  been  captui-etl  or  killeil  in  forage  trains. 
Camd«'n  was  reajhe.l  April  l'»th. 

During  the  two  wtvks  h  ilt  of  the  army,  difiiculties  aAX^umulated  thickly. 
Tben  (ten.  Steele  b  '-^aix  the  ret  re  it,  interruptel  April  iJDth  by  the  s;ingumary 
battle  of  JiMikiii-*'  Kerry.  Col.  Kntrelmann's  brig-ade  formed  the  rear  of  the 
retrt»at.  and  wa^i  eni,M;r.,l  at  intervals  with  tne  enemy  on  the  2*Jth.  During 
the  battle,  till*  Fort  let  1 1  ilil  n<>:  li^ht  in  a  bo.ly.  Two  comiunies  were  under 
Capt.  Cauiphell.  tour  und  t  Maj.  Smith  and  tour  und 'r  Col.  Garrett.  Hul 
all  foiirfht  lirav»'ly  an  1  vvfll.  I'n  •  toar  la*.t  were  in  a  position  to  lo-se  more 
men  in  pri);»Mrtii»u  t  >  tlcM*  niiini»T  tiian  any  other  ri'giinent  engag*'d.  Out 
of  It'-is  th.m  a  liiinilit'.l  men,  \'*  were  jixt.  Tnis  means  frerif  oth*r  man. 
After  th"  h.iitlf  n\iv  t".iini-h»'  1  and  exhauste«l  troops  r«'>iniietl  the  miserai)Ie 
retri'it  thri»i::si  inii  I  an  I  wati-r.  I'li"  ni^'ht  h'tore  riMfhing  Litth?  U)i:k,  it 
wa**  a  W'-li'Mti"  -!ip,>ly  tr.iin  tn.r  ni'l  tu-'in,  and  •■ra-'ker'i  were  ha.'itily  thrown 
them  finm  ti.f  \v.ii:'»ii-.     I.ittl-  li  » 'k  w.i-  in  truth  a  h.iven  of  lesi.     .Adjt.  L. 

A.  Diiiiian  li;il  i ii  •l"tail">l  a-*  .inl"  to  Mri;^.  <ien.  S.  A.  Ki<'i*,  and  was  with 

him  in  .ill  \\\^  i':i<r.iu'  '>ii--iits,  piTti»rininL:  m  >st  «'lli<-ient  duties.  In  on*;  battle 
his  lior-»'  w.i-  killt-l  nnd«M'  hini.  <'ol.  <Iarri'tl  ^piMk**  of  th**  tine  services  of 
Lt.-i  '"l.  '.'oopv-r,  who.  as  b  'fore  >i.itetl.  had  much  of  tlic  time  led  the  regiment. 
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Alter  a  ruid  of  the  Rebels  under  Shelby,  EDgclmann*8  brigade  was  moved 
out,  August  24th,  to  Brownsville  Station,  to  re-open  the  road  and  repel  future 
attacks.  On  the  27th,  the  Fortieth  Iowa,  guarding  a  supply  train,  went  to 
Austin.  Four  companies  under  Capt.  Hidlen  proceeded  to  Searcy,  Browns- 
ville ^Station  being  reached  by.  all  on  their  return  September  2d.  September 
4th,  the  brigade  returned  to  Little  Rock.  November  29th,  30  men  of  the 
Fortieth,  under  Lieut.  Fry,  on  the  steamer  Alamo,  on  the  Arkansas  river, 
were  attacked  and  followed  along  the  river  near  Dardanello  by  rebel  cavalry. 
A  sharp  fight  of  an  hour  and  a  half  ensued.  Our  men  fired  from  behind 
sacks  of  oats  which  received  the  balls  of  the  enemy.  Two  Rebels  were 
killed  and  1  wounded.  In  camp,  the  duties  of  the  regmient  were  hea\'y.  In 
Januarv,  LS65,  the  Fortieth  was  sent  up  the  river  to  Dardanelle  to  rai^e  a 
blockade  of  the  Rebels.  This  accomplished,  it  returned  to  Little  Rock.  Lt- 
Col.  Cooper  commanded.  At  this  time  Col.  Garrett  was  in  command  of  a 
brigiide,  and  Adjt.  Duncan  was  serving  at  headquarters  as  acting  assistant 
adjutant  general.  (len.  Bussey,  in  command  of  the  district  at  Fort  Smith 
wanted  a  "first-rate  regiment,*' and  the  Fortieth  Iowa  was  sent  him  in 
February.  Lt.-Col.  Cooper  was  here  detailed  for  dut^y  at  Gen.  Reynolds's 
headquarteri?,  these  duties  preventing  his  serving  again  witli  the  regiment. 
Adjt.  Duncan  was  enga^fed  at  Gen.  Bussey's  headquarters.  The  command 
thus  devolved  on  Capt.  E.  W.  Ridlen. 

Col.  (larrett  was  now  assigned  to  command  of  the  District  of  South  Kan- 
sas, with  headquarters  at  Fort  Gibson,  Cherokee  Nation.  He  retained  this 
command  till  th(i  close  of  the  war.  His  regiment  remained  with  him  till 
mustered  out  at  Fort  Gibson,  August  2d.  It  was  a  journey  of  1,500  miles  to 
Iowa,  which  home  was  hailed  witn  joy  on  August  10th,  1865. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantr*/. 


OOLONXL.                                   KAJOBS. 

8UBOBOM1. 

John  ▲.  OvEvtt.           iSberoMo  O.  Bmlth. 

iLawaoa  A.  Danom. 

OaTid  W.  BoiiliMon. 
Nomum  B.  OorniU. 

Banl.  F.  O.  Garrtaon. 

UXUT.  OOLONXL. 

ADJUTAJTT. 

A8ST.  •UBOBOVa. 

QUAmTBBMAtTUW. 

8aniL  F.  Cooper. 


Lawson  A.  Danoui. 


Asariah  8.  Elwood. 
HamUton  J.  Boolaa. 
Jamea  W.  Morgan. 
£.ILHarrU. 


Admiral  B.  lIiU«r. 
Jaa.  IL  Brodrtok. 


FORTY-FIRST  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

TuK  organization  of  this  regiment  being  never  fully  completed,  it  was 
desigoat^'d  as  the  Forty-iirst  battalion  of  Iowa  Infantry.  This  battalion 
Wtis  formt'il  by  (^)ni panics  A,  B  and  C  of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa,  now  form- 
ally detached  from  ttiat  regiment,  together  with  others  already  enlisted  for 
the  Forty-lirst  n'giment.  Before  the  complete  orgtUiixation  of  the  Four- 
U^enth,  th«!ne  tirst  three  companies  had  been  detached  by  order  of  Gen. 
Fremont,  and  sent  t^)  Fort  Rindall,  Dakota  territory,  on  special  duty. 
They  marched  by  w.iy  of  Des  Moine.'i,  Council  Bluifs  and  Sioux  City,  reach- 
ing  Fort  Randall,  Doc* >mber  5,  ltj61.  The  distance  wan  550  miles.  This  post 
was  at  that  time  in  the  l.^epartment  of  Kansas,  though  later  changed  to  the 
Departm«nit  of  th<;  Northwest,  District  of  Iowa.  Here  the  three  companies 
performed  the  v.irioiis  duties  of  protecting,  scouting,  garrisoning,  etc.,  being 
nominally  a  part  of  the  Fourtetmth  infantry. 

.S»'pl«inlvT  H,  \<)1,  they  were  otfioially  separated  fn>m  the  Fourteenth 
rrginifnt.  and  d^'^i^oatotliui  the  Forty-tirst  battalion  of  Iowa  infantry.  John 
r.itt«*t>,  captain  of  ()<>ni[>any  A,  was  made  major.  The  battalion  continued 
in  the  p»*rforinancif  of  tiie  same  duties  as  heretofore.    There  were  frt^quent 
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ndnupMmaiches  to  protect  seitlen,  and  Yuioas  acoatiiiAr  expeditumi,  taoh 
at  perain  to  a  wettam  oatpoet 

In  April  of  186B,  hj  order  of  the  gofemor  of  Iowa,  approved  by  the  War 
Department,  the  Forfy-first  battalion  Iowa  infantry  waa  trantfened  ai  Gom- 
naiiiet  K«  L  and  M,  to  the  Seventh  Iowa  caTalry«  then  fonning.  From  this 
date,  ifta  history  is  embraced  in  that  of  its  regiment. 

THE  UNION  fiBIOADE. 

This  organisation  was  formed  of  the  remnants  of  some  of  oar  captured 
mnments  at  Shiloh— the  Eighth,  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Iowa  and  the 
Fu^y-eigfath  Illinois.  It  consisted  mainly  of  oonvalesoents.  of  those  who 
bad  Men  detailed  on  special  daty  elsewhere  at  the  time  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
opeBed,  and  of  a  Teiy  few  who  had  escaped  from  the  field  on  the  first  day. 
llMmgh  keeping  up  Che  various  regimental  divisions  in  itself,  it  appewed 
aa  a  regiment  in  the  field.  Oapt.  B.  W.  Healy  of  the  Fi^-coshth  Illinois 
waa  niado  acting  colonel,  Capt.  J.  G.  Fowler  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  acting 
Uentenant  colonel,  and  Capt.  Q.  W.  Klttell  of  the  FiAy-eighth  lUin^ 
aetingmuor. 

Mfty  17tn,  Lt-Cdl.  J.  C.  Parrott  of  the  Seventh  Iowa  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  Union  Brigade.  In  Gen.  Halleck*s  mardi  on  Corinth,  and  in 
the  siege  following,  the  brigade  was  in  the  advance  of  onr  armf ,  and  when 
Oorinth  was  evacuated.  May  90th,  it  was  engaged  in  the  porsnit  to  Boone* 
ville,  Mississippi.  It  returned  to  Corinth  June  13th.  On  the  29th,  Lt-Cdl. 
Ooolter,  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa,  having  returned  from  sick  leave,  took  com- 
BMHsd  id  the  Union  Briirada  He  reports  its  number  to  have  been  4*^  in  the 
aggieMte.  Of  these,  167  were  of  the  Fiftv-ei^th  Illinoii,  179  of  the  ^gfath 
Iowa,  75  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa,  and  50  of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa— these  besido 
tte  7  field  and  staff  officers.  By  improved  health,  the  number  of  the  brig- 
ade ramdly  increased,  till  on  October  1st,  at  Dannlle,  Mississinpi,  whither 
II  bad  been  ordered  August  15th,  it  numbered  631,  ezdnsive  of  Company  A, 
Fifty-eighth  lUinoie,  which  was  on  detached  service. 

In  the  battle  of  Corinth,  October  3d  and  4th,  the  Union  Brigade  fought  gal- 
laatlt,  and  lost,  in  proportion  to  its  numben,  as  severelv  as  any  regiment 
on  the  field.  Lt.-Col.  Coulter  was  among  the  wounded,  and  Adjt.  D.  B. 
Henderson  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  lost  a  leg  in  the  battle.  The  brigade 
joined  in  the  pursuit  as  for  as  Ripley,  Mississippi,  and  then  returned  to 
Oorinth. 

December  18, 1862.  orders  came  from  the  War  Department  <i»«>M^w<^^ng 
the  Union  BrigadA  and  ordering  the  men  of  the  Eu^htn,  Twelfth  and  Four- 
teenth Iowa  regiments  to  proceed  to  Davenport  and  organise  anew  in  their 
respective  regiments,  the  imprisoned  members  having  oeen  paroled  October 
18th,  and  exchanged  November  10th.  On  its  way  home,  in  charge  of  Lt- 
Ool.  Coulter,  it  was  detained  at  Jackson,  Tennessee,  the  Rebels  under  For- 
rest threatening  that  post  The  brigade  remained  four  days  and  was  then 
ordered  to  open  the  road  to  Columbus.  Kentucky,  which  duty  ddayod  it 
until  January  4.  It  reached  Davenport  January  7, 1863.  From  this  time  the 
history  of  these  troops  is  again  that  of  the  Eighth,  Twelfth  and  FourteenUi 
Iowa  Infantry. 

THE  HUNDRED  DATS  MEN. 

The  Fort  If -fourth,    Forty-fiftK  Forty-aixth  and  Fort^-Mtventh  Regimenttf 
and  the  Forty-eighth  Battalion  of  Iowa  Infantry. 

QoY.  Stonb  of  Iowa  was  an  earnest  advocate,  with  President  Lincoln, 
together  with  otheni  of  the  war  governors,  of  the  enlistment  of  men  for  a 
hundred  days,  to  perform  guard  and  garrison  duty  and  thus  enable  all  the 
tried  veterans  of  Uie  war  to  engaflro  under  the  b.uiners  of  Grant  and  Sher- 
man in  the  field.  It  proved  a  wise  expedient.  In  Iowa,  four  regiments 
and  a  battalion  responded  to  the  call.  They  were  mustered  into  the  service 
mostly  m  June  of  1864. 
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Thes»^  rejfimonU  performe«l  willing^  and  loyal  duty.  The  Forty-fourth, 
Forty-fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Iowa  were  held  in  Tennessee,  garrisoning  posts 
and  (^iiardint?  railway.  The  Forty-seventh  Iowa  was  sent  to  Helena,  Art., 
where  it  suffei-ed  much  from  the  malaria  of  that  nnhealthful  locality.  The 
Forty-eighth  battalion  of  Iowa  infantry  guarded  prisoners  on  Rock*  Inland, 
in  the  Mississippi  river.  Col.  Henderson  of  the  Forty-sixth  ivports  an 
enj^a^femont  between  some  of  his  men  and  the  enemy  at  CoUiersville,  Teon., 
about  the  middle  of  August.  Capt.  Wolf  and  16  men  were  sent  to 
rescue,  if  possible,  2  men  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  cavalry,  captured  bv  the 
enemy.  In  the  attempt,  Capt.  Wolf  and  3  of  his  men  were  wounded — the 
captain  and  one  man  severely  so. 

At  the  end  of  the  time  for  which  they  had  enlisted,  these  four  reiriments 
and  the  battalion  were  honorably  mustered  out  of  the  service,  having  faith- 
fully and  with  credit  accomplished  their  mission.  The  President  acknowl- 
edged the  services  of  the  Hundred  Days  men  in  the  army  of  the  Union  by  a 
special  order,  tendering  them  the  thanks  of  tlie  nation  through  the  gover* 
nors  of  their  respective  states. 

Field  and  Staff  OfficevR  of  the  Hundred  Days  Regiments, 


RBO^T 


COLOKXLM. 


MAJOBH. 


HUBOKOWS. 


CBAPLAim. 


44th- 

45th— 
46th— 
47th— 

4Sth- 


44th— 
4Mh- 

46th- 
47lh— 
4Sth- 


Stopheu    H.   Uendor- 

Hon. 
Alvah  H.  Deromnn. 
David  B.  H<»nderri4)n. 
JameH  P.  Hanford. 


Josiah  Hopkins. 

JameA  B.  Hope. 
(*eo.  L.  Torbert. 
Qeorge  J.  North. 


James  Irwin. 

Wm.  W.  Entabrook. 
Joseph  R.  Dancan. 
JamM  D.  Wright. 

John  A.  Blanchard. 


Martin  Bowman. 

AnM)n  Bklnnar. 
John  Todd. 
Enoch  Hoffman. 
Jamea  P.  Boch. 


LIKUT.  COLO!fKL,r*. 


ADJDTAMTH. 


▲aar.  BDBaBon. 


QUAmTBBMAanUH. 


Henry  Egbert. 
Samuel  A.  Movre. 


Evert  F.  Rlchman. 

Alvanus    W.    Shel- 
don. 


Lorenzo  D.  Durbln.   ;John  L.  Harvey. 


John  WilUamH. 


Ot^o.  W.  Devln. 


I 


Oliver  U.  P.  Scott.     iWm.  T.  Hayem. 


John  H.  Rnai^ll. 
Orrln  B.  Thompeon. 
Samuel    U.      Stata- 

man. 
John  Hurley. 
Wm.  H.  Rodrier. 
John  I>.  McOleary. 
Samuel  B.  Oherry. 
John  H.  Fry. 
Chalea  L.  Mundt.      i 


Alonxo  J.  Van  Dqsm. 
John  P.  Dawaon. 

I 

Dilaion  D.  Holdrldg* 

Sanford  Hamed. 
Emanuel  Laffer. 
Lewlfl  Todhnnter. 


IOWA  COIiOKKD  UKGIMKNT. 

Iowa  also  had  a  ro^iment  of  colored  soldierH  in  the  service,  thou^rh  many 
of  its  m«Miibers  wen^  enlisted  from  Missouri.  It  was  thoufi^ht  impossible  to 
HMulf/voiH  a  n»^im»*nt  of  ex-slaves  in  Missouri,  and  so  Gov.  Kirkwood  per- 
mittctl  :ind  dinn-tod  th(>  enlistments  at  Keokuk  in  loyal  Iowa.  It  was  a 
rejfini'Mit  VH^')  stronj^,  an»l  almost  every  sinjflearms  Ixninn&r  black  man  in  the 
Ktiit»'  shouldertMl  bin  musket  and  join»»d  the  n»jfiment.  The  command  was 
known  at  tirt^t  as  tbe  First  Iowa  Colored  regiment,  but  later  it  wa«  desig- 
nated a-*  the  i^ixtieth  United  States  regiment  of  Afiican  descent.  It  saw 
nuicb  uMrri^^on  servin*  at  St.  Louin,  Helena  and  elsewhere,  thoui^h  but  little 
ti};htin<;.     \U  adjutant  wius  kille<l  in  a  battle  back  of  Helena,  July2r>th.  1864. 

riie  m»'n  «)f  that  r«*uninent  w.'re  all  true  piitriots  and  they  did  the  duties 
♦•ntriHted  to  them  br.ively  an»l  well.  They  realized  the  contrast  L«tweeQ 
jrrovnlinvr  in  s.)iit'i»»ru  slavery  and  wearing  the  blue  uniform  of  a  northern 
sojilier.  and  they  tlianked  God  that  they,  too.  might  help  pn*serve  the  honor 

t»t    tlje  K«'pill»li<*. 

The  (  olonel  of  this  n*ginient  was  John  C  Hudson  of  St.  liOuis,  the  lieuten- 
ant colonels  were  Milton  F.  Collins  of  Keokuk  and  Ganliner  A.  A.  Deane 
ot  Farminjfton,  and  the  major  was  John  L.  Murphy. 
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FIRST  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

Tki8  famout  regiment  was  organised  Jone  5, 1861,  and  ordered  into  qoar- 
tcn  at  BMiton  Bmacks  near  St.  Louis  aboat  the  middle  of  October  in  the 
■une  year.  Fits  Henry  Warren  of  Bariinoton  waa  elected  cokmel«  Charles 
E.  Mose  liea tenant  ooioneU  uid  Edwin  W.  Ohamberlain  and  Jamee  0. 
Gowcr  majors.  The  regiment  was  composed  of  twelre  companies,  agvre- 
aaUng  l,0d5  men,  who,  by  additional  enlirtments,  soon  nambered  l,ai5. 
Jumwi  first  caralry  became  one  of  the  best  and  most  active  commands  in 
the  United  States  service,  and  its  histocy  cannot  be  more  soccinctly  told  than 
bv  condensing  from  the  words  of  Chanes  H.  Lothrop,  its  able  and  aooom- 
pudied  Borgeon.  Aboat  the  middle  of  October,  writes  Sori^n  Lothrop, 
the  varioos  companies  of  the  regiment  were  on  their  way  to  join  Qen.  Fre- 
i|0D^s  forces  preparing  for  a  march  on  Springfield,  Missoori.  By  Novem* 
ber  let*  the  regiment  was  with  Fremont^s  command  at  Ottenrille.  When 
the  army  reached  Springfield,  Gen.  Fremont  was  removed  from  the  com- 
fliand,  and  Qen.  Bonter  pnt  in  his  place.  This  prodoced  great  dissatisfac- 
lioii.  Oen.  Fremont  was  the  idol  of  the  Western  troops.  When  Honter 
aanmed  command,  the  army  was  disbanded  and  the  first  Iowa  cavalry 
letomed  to  the  Missoori  river,  the  southern  part  of  the  stato  being  aban- 
doned to  Price  and  his  followers  for  several  months.  The  middle  and  west- 
em  portion  of  Missouri  was  the  highway  to  the  so-called  Sonthem  Confed- 
ecacffor  recruits,  sympathisers  and  bushwhackers.  During  the  entire  winter 
of  lo61-62,  eight  companies  were  engaged  in  patrolling  this  grand  highway 
to  lebeldom.  Their  camps  had  but  temporary  ezisteace  at  Jefferson  City, 
Otierville,  Fayette  and  other  places.  Ever  on  the  alert,  their  engagemente 
aad  sidrmishee  were  numerous.  Political  broils  were  quieted,  uprisings 
of  the  disloyal  |>eople  were  prevented,  and  guerrillas  made  exceedingly 
acaice  in  the  vicinity  of  our  troopers.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  no  body 
ai  oavaliy  ever  performed  more  arduous  duty  in  scouting  and  outpost  service 
in  theaame  period  than  did  those  companies.  The  first  battle  in  which  the 
regiment  was  engaged  occurred  on  December  23,  1861,  on  Black  river,  called 
Biackwater.  Companies  A,  B,  D,  F,  G  and  I,  with  about  sixty  of  the 
Fourth  United  States  cavalry  under  Col.  Jeff.  C.  Davin,  attacked  and  cap- 
taied  about  1,300  rebel  recruits  under  ex-Gov.  McGoffio,  of  Missouri,  with 
1,000  stand  of  arms  and  all  the  camp  equipage.  Our  loss  was  4  men 
wounded,  none  from  the  First  Iowa  cavalry.  January  8,  1862,  a  rebel 
camn,  under  the  notorious  Poindexter,  was  attacked  and  destroyed  on  Silver 
Creek,  Missouri.  In  this  engagement  the  regiment  lost  its  first  man,  James 
Omvey,  Company  F.  He  was  mortally  wounded  and  died  the  next  day.  This 
command  marched  more  than  "200  miles  in  six  days.  On  the  15th,  it  waa  again 
on  a  raid  to  Warsaw,  attacke  l  and  captured  the  rebel  pickets,  charged  mto 
town,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  captured  the  rebel  Qen.  Pnoe  (son 
of  **01d  Pap*'),  Col.  Dorsey,  Maj.  Cross  and  others.  While  Companies  B 
and  D  were  at  Lexiufrton,  mformation  was  received  that  a  slave  who  had 
escaped  from  his  master  aad  given  important  information  and  rendered  efli- 
cient  service  to  (/ol.  Mulligan,  at  the  time  the  colonel  was  in  command  at 
Lexington,  had  been  recaptured  and  returned  to  his  master;  that  a  chain 
had  been  riveted  around  his  neck,  and  he  was  a  prisoner  in  his  master *8  house. 
Lieut.  J.  D.  Jenks,  Company  D,  with  a  party  of  men,  visited  the  plantation 
near  the  town  to  ascertain  the  facts;  the  master  disclaimed  any  knowledge 
of  the  facts  and  stoutly  denied  that  auy  such  man  was  on  the  plantation. 
During  this  conversation,  Lieut.  Jenks  heard  the  clanking  of  a  chain,  and 
on  Ke-arching  the  hou-io  he  discovered  the  negro  in  one  of  the  rooms  with  a 
largi*  iron  clmin  aUout  twelve  feet  in  length,  riveted  around  his  neck.  He 
was  at  onc«^  taken  to  the  black^^mith  of  ('Ompany  B,  Isaac  Rhodes,  now  resid- 
ing at  DeWitt.  Iowa,  the  rivets  cut,  and  the  man  given  his  freedom.  The 
chain  was  sent  to  Uie  Iowa  State  Historical  Society,  a  lasting  memento  of  the 
barbarity  of  slavery  and  the  devilish  inliumanity  and  cruelty  of  the  Missouri 
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slaveholders,  desperatlooR,  assassinfi  and  cut-tliroats  encountered  by  tbe  Firat 
Iowa  ciivalry  in  iU  campaififns  in  thib  sorely  afflicted  Rtate. 

In  the  aprin^  of  18(32  the  loy.il  element  of  the  state  was  flr*&ining  the 
ascL*n«lan('y  in  Missouri  and  Gov.  Gamble  ordered  an  enrollment  of  tho  mili- 
tia. By  thiri  proclamation  the  disloyal  men  were  compelled  to  cither  enroll 
for  the  Hiipport  of  the  (government  or  leave  tho  state.  This  created  intense 
excitement,  and  most  bitter  feelings  were  engendered.  Many  letl,  preferring 
to  cast  their  lot  with  the  southern  army.  Murderd,  assassinations  and  other 
acts  of  outlawry  wore  committed. 

In  this  state  of  atfairs,  as  heretofore,  the  First  Iowa  cavalry  was  equal  to 
the  emergency.  Night  and  da^  they  woro  in  their  saddles — in  a  certain 
locality  at  nicrht.  the  next  morning  they  would  be  found  twenty  and  thirty 
miles  away,  attacking  and  routing  a  rebel  ci\mp,  or  effectualht  breaking  up  a 
band  of  bushwhackers  and  doHperadoes.  It  would  require  pages  to  give  the 
history  of  its  engagementH,  skirmishes  and  marches,  as  they  were  of  almost 
every  day  occurn^nce  with  some  portion  of  the  n^giment.  Surrounded  by 
bands  of  unprincipled,  stealthy  foes,  exposed  to  many  and  secret  dangers, 
amid  darRness  an  1  storm,  sunshine  and  rain,  they  never  swerved  from  the 
lin>^  of  duty,  and  rendered  invaluable  service  to  the  state  in  this  peculiarly 
trying  period.  All  that  early  summer  the  regiment  spent  in  scouts  and 
raids,  with  here  and  there  an  imoortant  skirmish. 

In  July  the  notorious  guerrilla  cnief  Quantril  was  encountered  by  a  few 
companit's  of  the  First  cavalry  under  Maj.  Gower,  Capt.  Ankeny  and  Lieut. 
Hevnoldrf.  It  was  in  the  wooded  cliffs  of  Big  Creek  in  Cass  county.  Quan- 
tril had  chosen  this  pl<ue  for  battle  and  prepared  his  ambush,  but  the  First 
Iowa  cavalry  swept  down  on  him  like  a  whirlwind,  and  in  lesii  than  t)0  min- 
utes Quantril  an<l  his  band  were  scatteriid  in  all  directions.  The  loss  of  the 
First  Iowa  cavalry  was  2  killed  and  10  wounded.  Total  number  of  the  com- 
mand killed.  9;  totiil  nu^nber  wound»H],  20.  The  loss  of  the  guerrillas 
greatly  oxciHvleil  this  number  in  both  killed  and  wounded,  there  bemg  found 
after  the  battle  a  number  dead  and  more  than  a  dosum  wounded,  in  one 
loc>iiiity.  Everything  was  abandoned  in  their  hasti*  to  get  away.  Quantril's 
sadille  bags  containing,  among  other  things,  the  muster  roll  of  his  b.ind, 
was  captured.  Being  personally  present  on  the  Held,  the  writer  speaks  from 
personal  knowledge  in  ref»»renc»>  to  the  affair.  The  greatest  bravery  was 
exhibittMl  by  the  troops  engaged,  and  they  appean?a  to  be  equally  well 
vt^rsed  in  bushwlia^'kingtiictics  with  the  bushwhiickers  themselves.  A  small 
detiuhiiK'nt,  unddr  ('apt.  Caldwell,  sent  out  to  capture  some  beef  cattle 
l>oloni;ing  to  Rebels,  encount4»red,  August  2il,  in  the  timber  on  Clear  Creek, 
alx>ut  two  miles  from  Taborville,  a  largo  band  of  guerrillas,  well  armed  and 
mDUiitt'l,  under  thi;  notorious  outlaw  (blowers.  A  short  and  spirited  engage- 
ment ensued.  Tht^y  ha<l  chosen  a  seemingly  secure  position.  A  charge  was 
made,  «lriviiig  them  from  their  cover,  causing  a  spee«ly  n*treat.  In  this 
I'li^a'^'einent  our  lo-«s  w.is  4  kilhnl  and  11  wounded,  among  whom  was  Capt. 
II.  11.  Heath.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  11  killed,  number  of  wounded 
not  known. 

Ill  .\uiru><t.<)ol.  Warnm,  with  most  of  the  regiment,  made  a  hartl  march 
of  :>•)()  miles  to  join  (ten.  Blunt,  who  had  b»*en  threatened  by  Gen.  Coffee, 
and  Wiis  in  pursuit  of  that  Kelx^d  atVr  the  battle  of  *'  liOne  Jtick.** 

On  NovemU^r  *J*^th.  all  the  available  men  of  the  regiment  were  ordered  on 
a  scout  to  Vellville.  Arkansas.  As  a  rc*sult,  a  portion  of  the  town  wa« 
burnt'd  ami  IV)  prison«'rs  paroled.  It  returned  to  camp  on  the  30th,  having 
march- 'd  liV)  miles. 

Oil  0-:tob"r  Ititli,  the  regiment  w;i8  transferred  to  the  Second  brigade, 
Tliitd  <li vision,  Army  of  the  Frontier,  Brig.  Geu.  F.  J.  Uerron  commanding 
thi*  «liviMon. 

<  )n  O'f  'luh-r  :>d.  tin*  regiment  was  in  camp  at  Twin  Springs,  on  Wilson's 
rp',k.  alioiil  12  iiiil**^  "ijuth  from  Springfield,  at  "Camp  Curtis."  At  12 
•  i'<!)-k  on  th"  W,  til"  division  marchfd  t)  re-i>nforc«*  (ien.  Blunt  at  Cano 
ilill.  Ark.iii^.i^.     At  ■'>  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  oth  the  division  was  in 
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camp  about  4  miles  from  Elkhom  Tavern,  a  dktanoe  of  56  miles  from  Camp 
Curtif. 

On  the  6tby  the  command  marched  at  daylig^ht.  The  First  and  Tliird 
battalions.  First  Iowa  cavalry,  under  Col.  Gower.  with  certain  other  cavalr>', 
all  under  command  of  Col.  Wickersham,  Tenth  Illinois  cavalir,  were  ordered 
to  reach  Gen.  Blunt  without  delay.  At  12  o'clock,  roidnifirnt,  this  cavalry 
force  reported  at  Gen.  Blunt*s  headquarters  at  Cane  Hill,  near  Boonsboro, 
Arkansas,  having  marched  4G  miles  and  havinf?  been  in  the  saddle  for  eif^teen 
consecutive  hours,  marching  a  distance  of  103  miles  in  three  days.  It  was 
soon  discovered  that  Gen.  Uindman  had  "stolen  a  march**  on  Gen.  Blunt, 
and  was  endeavoring  to  crush  Gen.  Herron  in  his  endeavors  to  re-enforce 
him.  In  flanking  Gen.  Blunt,  Gen.  Hindman  had  unexpectedly  fallen  upon 
the  army  of  Gen.  Herron,  who  at  once  gave  battle.  Gen.  Blunt  bearing 
cannon  and  taking  in  the  situation,  ordered  the  cavalry  forward  and  fol- 
lowe<l  with  his  infantry  and  artillery  at  a  quick  pace.  So  raj^id  was  bis 
march  that  the  last  five  mdes  were  made  in  one  hour.  About  2  o  clock  p.  m. 
the  cavalry  struck  the  left  i^ar  of  the  rebel  army  in  a  gprowth  of  oak  timber. 
The  plucky  Tenth  Illinois  cavalry  ran  their  little  mounUiin  howitzers  under  the 
very  noses  of  the  rebel  line  of  infantry  and  presented  their  compliments  in  a 
storm  of  grape  and  canister.  The  rebel  line  recoiled,  but  soon  rallied,  and 
captured  one  of  the  howitzers.  Companies  B  and  M,  First  Iowa  cavalry, 
afterward  re-captured  the  howitzer  and  brought  it  off  the  field.  It  being  a 
most  unfavorable  place  for  a  cavalry  engagement,  they  were  ordered  to  take 
position  on  the  prairie,  and  the  First  Iowa  cavalry  ordered  to  the  support  of 
Allen's  battery.  The  batt«'ry  apoeared  to  be  in  one  constant  sheet  of  flame, 
so  rapid  were  the  discharges.  Three  different  times  the  Rebels  charged  it  in 
immense  numbers  from  tlieir  cover  upon  the  wooded  hillside,  and  as  many 
times  they  would  wavttr,  halt  and  retniat  in  the  utmost  disorder,  leaving  the 
field  strewn  with  the  dead  and  wounded.  During  the  night  Gen.  Hindman 
made  an  inglorious  retnnit  over  the  Boston  Mountains,  leaving  his  dead  iin- 
buried  and  nis  woundtnl  to  bo  cared  for  by  the  union  forces.  On  the  27th, 
the  First  took  part  in  an  important  expedition  to  Van  Buren,  resulting  in  a 
defeat  of  some  Rebels,  and  tlit»  c.ipture  of  immense  ston?s. 

The  battle  of  L^rairie  CiDve  jind  the  subsequent  capture  of  Van  Buren  was 
of  tho  utmost  importanc*?  to  thf  union  cause.  It  saved  Missouri  from  further 
devastation.  It  gave  tlie  union  cause  in  WesU^rn  Arkansas  great  assistance. 
It  offered  an  opportunity  ft)r  the  union  men  who  had  been  in  hiding  in  the 
caves  and  fkistnesses  of  t  lit^  Hi)ston  .Mountiins  and  hunted  like  wild  beasts  by 
•'southern  gtnitleinen,"  to  rally  for  ci)untry  iind  home.  It  broke  up  in  rout 
and  demoralization  an  army  of  li'».00<J  men,  convincing  many  of  them  of  the 
hopelessness  of  tlieir  cause.  It  was  a  powerfully  stunning  blow,  from  which 
the  we8t*^»rn  portion  of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy  never  recoven»d. 
No  victorious  n'l)el  army  ever  appeared  north  of  the  Arkansas  river  after- 
ward. 

There  wits  much  counterinari'hing  antl  scouting  performed  by  the  regiment 
from  Janu;iry  till  .Vpril  21,  1><6J.  when  a  detachment  of  600  men  under  com- 
mand of  .Maj.  (,\il'hvell.  with  no  transportation,  was  orderotl  out  to  join  an 
exp*jdit»on  unler  (l'*n.  William  Van-l^ver,  to  attack  (ten.  Marmaduk«Mu  his 
raid  into  .Southeastern  Missouri,  1<X)  mt?n  of  the  detachment  Ixnng  detailed  as 
Gen.  Vandev.'r's  b>.ly  ^r  lird.  Thecomiuan'l  m.irv.'he<l  to  Pilot  Knob,  as  th»' 
enemy  was  rep  ute  I  m  that  vicinity.  N'ot  tindins^  the  en»?my  there,  a  rapid 
march  was  m  vh'  to  Kr<vl.*ricktown,  and  on  the  'JtUh  it  hivouacKed  about  three 
niil«'s  k\i<t  \\\yi\  .la-'k-^ori  juid  nw  mile  from  th»»  r^b  'I  camp,  marching  a  di.s- 
tancf  of  :'•»;  mil''-'.  .V  mi'lnii^^ht  attack  was  planii»'J.  the  d»»tails  of  which  were 
entru-t''<l  to  tn«'  Fir>t  Iowa  ••.iv.ilry.  Company  K,  with  "J")  men  und»'r  Li'*ut. 
Hur.sli.au'l  two  iio\vit/<Ms  iD.ide.l  with  yrrap«*  .intl  canistfr,  q'lietly  made  th»Mr 
way,  iMpturirii:  tl»«'  pi.ki*t-«,  to  within  aiH>:it  thirty  yanls  of  tln»  unsusp»*ctinir 
R»»Ik«N,  an  I  <1h'*Ii  ir^j  "d  sirn  iltan^'-nHly  h  >wit/.»'i\s  anil  carbiru?s  into  their 
camp.  H«*rort»  they  had  reiU)vered  from  th'Mr  surpri-se  the  First  Iowa  c.iv- 
airy  clurg-'d  upon  tin?  thoroii^'lily  demorali/.'»«l  men.     In  their  haste  to  escape, 
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ovorythin^  was  left  bohind.    Many  were  killed;  horses,  arms,  camp  equip- 
age and  several  thousand  dollars  worth  of  stolen  property  was  captured. 

Hy  the  middle  of  July  the  cavalry  forc<»  was  preparing^  to  join  Maj.-Gen. 
FhhI.  St^ele*H  forces,  then  at  Helena  and  vicinity,  in  the  campaifl^n  af^ainst 
Little  Rock,  Ark.  Kverythinff  being  in  readiness,  the  command  moved  July 
1st,  marching  by  way  of  Frederick  town,  crossing  Black  Mingo  Swamp, 
reaching  Bloomiield  on  the  1  Ith,  and  remaining  there  until  the  20th.  All  the 
Hick  ot  the  command,  numbering  nearly  250,  were  left  here  in  charge  of 
Asst.  Surgeon  Charlen  H.  Lothrop,  First  Iowa  cavalry,  and  on  the  20th  the 
army  renewed  its  march. 

Wiiile  in  camp  near  Greensboro,  Capt.  J.  D.  Jenks,  Company  D,  and 
Lieut.  Jacob  Hursh,  (.'orapany  F,  with  50  men  from  Companies  D,  fe  and  F, 
were  sent  with  dispatches  to  Helena.  This  was  a  most  daring  undertaking. 
They  however  pa^^sed  through  a  section  of  country,  held  by  the  enemy  for  a 
distance  of  100  miles,  without  loss  or  accident  on  their  part.  It  was  cer- 
tainly a  most  gallant  affair,  displaying  courage  and  prudence  in  a  remark- 
ail  )le  degr<H^,  and  was  duly  recognized  oy  the  commanding  general  in  a  com- 
plimentary order.  ^  • 

A  supply  of  rations  having  been  received,  the  march  was  continued  toward 
Helena,  crossing  the  L'Anguille  river  near  Marianna,  August  6th.  When 
within  about  SO  miles  of  Helena  the  direction  of  the  march  was  changed 
toward  the  west,  and  on  the  9th  the  command  cimped  on  White  river,  n  »ar 
i!laren<lon,  Arkan-^as.  The  forces  under  M^'.-Gen.  Steele  were  concentrated 
at  this  place  preparatory  to  the  advance  upon  Gen.  Price^s  forces  in  and 
around  Little  Rock. 

On  the  IKth  th«;  army  crossed  White  river  at  Clarendon,  and  on  the  27th 
wa.s  fought  the  battle  of  Bayou  Metoe,  in  which  the  regiment  took  a  promi- 
nent part,  driving  the  enemy  across  the  bayou  and  making  a  dashing  charge 
to  save  the  only  bridge  across  that  deep  and  miry  stream  from  destruction. 
The  charf^'  was  led  by  Lt.-Col.  Anderson,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  artil- 
lery and  infantry  upon  the  other  side  ot  the  bayou.  As  the  enemy  had  made 
preparations  for  the  destruction  of  tlie  bridge  in  case  of  necessity,  the  mate- 
terial  was  firnl  by  them  and  the  bridge  burned,  and  the  charge  of  the  regi- 
ment into  the  very  jaws  of  those  batteries  was  of  no  avail.  In  this  charge 
Lt.-(*ol.  Anderson  had  his  horse  shot  from  under  him  and  the  regiment  lost 
1  killed  and  3^)  wounded,  1  mortally.  The  regiment  now  took  the  very 
a<lvan(V'  of  the  cavalry  in  the  move  on  Little  Rock.    It  was  September  10th. 

In  reftrence  to  the  part  taken  by  the  regiment  in  this  engagement  Brig.- 
<n*n.  J.  W.  Davidson,  in  his  report,  says:  *  *  *  **  I  ordered  a 
viiroroiis  advance  of  Glovor*s  brigade,  and  when  thev  became  exhausted, 
Within  two  miles  of  the  city,  threw  Kitter*s  brigade  and  Strange's  howitzers, 
supported  by  two  sqiLulrons  of  the  First  Iowa  cavalry,  under  the  gallant 
i'apt.  Jenks,  into  the  city  and  on  the  heels  of  the  enemy,  saber  in  hand.  At 
7  oVlock  r..M.  the  capital  was  surrendered  by  the  acting  city  authorities,  and 
the  l-nit«'d  States  iirsenal,  uninjured,  with  what  stores  remained  in  it,  was 
r»"M)ss»»s.'<«*d.'' 

OctijbtT  Kith,  the  n.'ginient  removed  cainn  about  two  miles  down  the  river, 
where  it  n'luaini'd  tliirinif  the  winter.  Here  tlie  men  built  comfortable 
c.ibins  for  thtMiHJ'lv^'-i  and  sh«MU  for  their  horses,  doing  picket,  outpost  duty 
iind  scoutini;.  Dunng  the  latter  part  of  the  campaign,  which  ended  in  the 
4-aptiin*  of  LittU*  K<M*k.  and  the  month  of  October,  the  regiment,  as  also 
lh»'  who!.'  army,  *<uth'reil  sever»dv  Ihnn  sickness,  consequent  upon  the  terrible 
march  thntii^^h  th*'  swamps  of  Mi.*<souri  and  Arkansas. 

On  Novemlj'T  .?»>th,  a  force  of  250  m»»n,  under  command  of  Lt.-Col.  Cald- 
w«'li,  w.is  oril«»re(l  to  p'-enforce  the  garrison  at  Pine  Bluffs,  Arkansas.  On 
n'lchinL:  tliat  i)la<-"  the  command  marched  in  a  southerly  direction  and 
4'nttTtMl  \rkad»'lpliia  at  midnight.  It  retumtMl  to  camp  December  1st.  hav- 
im;  iiiinli*'.!  mor.'  tiiaii  250  milei.  l>.?cember  Hth.  a  force  of  "3)0  men,  under 
i->)!uriianil  of  ('apt.  .1.  [).  Jenks.  Company  I),  with  detadiments  of  other 
p't;irn»*iits  an  1  i.  sf-tion  «)f  artillery,  marcheil  toward  Arkadelphia.    A  few 
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miles  south  of  Princeton,  Dallas  oounty,  thev  encountered  a  force  of  the 
enemy  numbering  800.  The  First  Iowa  cavalry  being  in  the  advance  dis- 
mounted and  drove  them  from  their  position,  taking  39  prisoners,  together 
with  arm:)  and  camp  equipage. 

In  January  of  1864,  Hvc  himdrcd  of  the  regiment  re-enlisted  and  became 
veteranii.  About  this  time  Maj.  (len.  Steele,  commanding  the  Department 
of  the  Arkansas,  was  preparing  for  what  is  known  as  the  ''  Camden  Expedi- 
tion.*' On  March  2ki,  waiving  its  right  to  a  vett*ran  furlough  at  this  time, 
the  regiment  joined  the  S(*venth  army  corps  under  Maj.  Gen.  Steele,  and 
took  a  prominent  part  in  all  the  operations  of  that  campaign. 

April  4th,  it  engiiged  and  routed  (jen.  Price*8  forces  at  Klkin*8  Ford,  losing 
in  killed  and  wounded  11  men.  Lieut.  Charles  W.  W.  Dow  was  among  the 
wounded,  but  would  not  leave  the  field  to  have  his  wound  dressed.  It  was 
again  on  the  advance  from  this  place  to  Prairie  d'  Anne,  a  distance  of  twelvt^ 
mdes,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  the  entire  diHtance.  Being  on  the  right 
in  the  engagement  which  followed,  it  was  the  iirst  to  enter  the  rebel  works. 
It  here  held  the  enemy  in  ch(K;k  until  Gen.  Steele  moved  his  main  force  for 
Camden.  On  the  lotn  it  was  ag.iin  ordered  to  the  front  and  engaged  the 
enemy  at  Camden  Cross  Koads,  about  fifteen  miles  from  (^amden,at7  oVIock 
in  the  morning,  and  so  continued  for  six  hours.  At  this  time  Bri^.  (ien. 
Rice  ordered  up  the  dismounted  men  of  the  regiment  to  deploy  as  skirmish- 
ers, and  they  continued  so  engaged  until  the  enemy  was  driven,  stubbornly 
cont;,'sting  the  ground,  back  through  the  city  of  Camden  on  the  evening  uf 
the  same  day. 

On  the  17th  a  detachment  of  the  regiment,  with  detachments  of  other 
regiments,  marched  about  twenty  miles  down  the  Washita  river  and  cap- 
tured a  steamboat  laden  with  com  and  other  quartermaster  and  commissury 
supplies.    LieuL  J.  T.  Foster,  Company  B,  an  old  Mississippi  river  steamboat 

Silot,  took  the  *'  wheel "  and  piloted  the  boat  back  to  Camden.  The  loss  of 
le  regiment  during  this  whole  campaign  was  5  killed,  .*(  taken  prisoners 
and  2  J  woundeil,  a  numl>er  severely,  who  died  a  few  days  afterward.  Among 
the  woundiHl  were  Lt.-Col.  J.  W.  Caldwell  and  Lieut.  Charles  W.  W.  Dow. 
The  campaign  l>eing  now  virtually  ended,  the  veteran  portion  of  the  n»gi- 
ment,  .*)Jij  strong,  Wiis  reli»;ved  from  duty  and  ordereil  home  on  veteran  fur- 
lough. 

Ihe  r..*cruit8  and  non-veterans  were  l»*ft  in  command  of  Capt.  James  1*. 
Crosby,  Companv  M.  The  v(»ter.ins  having  sold  their  horses  to  the  govern- 
ment left  for  home  uniler  enuinand  of  Lt.-Col.  Cahlwell,  by  the  way  of  Pine 
Bluff,  on  the  attenioDn  of  April  24th,  on  fi>ot.  Camping  a  short  distinoe 
from  Camden  th  it  night,  they  comineiured  an  early  inarch  the  next  morning, 
hoping  to  overtake  a  supply  train  which  ha<l  been  ordereil  to  Pino  Blutf  on 
the  2:}d,  with  a  c  )nsiderabie  force  for  escort,  under  Lt.-Col.  Drake, 'Hiiity- 
sixth  Iowa  infantry.  On  tliiMiext  day  thoy  w<Te  attiicked  by  a  column  of 
Rebels  at  Moro  Crefk,  an .1  aft  t  a  heroic  resistance  they  fell  back  to  Su»el*''s 
mam  army  on  its  way  to  Little  Rock,  and  with  him  engaged  in  the  battl**  of 
Saline  river. 

On  June  2<}th  the  n'gini'Mit,  its  furlough  expinfd,  agiiin  left  the  state  fi»r 
the  front,  and  on  July  2*^tli  wa?  at  Macon,  Missouri.  Ihe  headquarters  of  tii** 
regiment  r»Miiaine<l  h''n?  until  0,*tober,  at  which  tiun^  the  command  w.is 
onlere.l  to  Jt'tV-Tsun  <  'ity  to  eni^Mj,'"'*  in  the  campaign  against  (i«»n.  Price's  raid 
into  Missouri.  On  the  27th  uf  Sf ptem'>er,  thecoml*in«'d  li.indsof  (h'-^i^fradoes 
juid  gu«»rrilKis,  und»'r  Hill  An.l»T&on.  numbering  nearly  4«J<)  un'n,  all  wearing 
blue  ovtToo.its.  raptun'd  a  pa<-;«'ng»»r  train  iroing  north,  at  Centralia  Station, 
on  the  North  .Mis.ouri  K.iilD.iil.  They  rolilwd  the  pit'*vMig«*r'<  an«l  killed  2\ 
st>ldi»Ts  who  \v»'n'  on  tin'  train,  tiire-*  onlv  of  whom  w^re  annetl.  .Xmong  tho-**? 
kill»*.l  wi'n*  7  v«*terans  l>  'lon^rin^'  t.>  tlie  First  low.i  cavalry,  as  follows:  <  ►w»*n 
P.  Jiow»T,  I'mipany  .\;OMMr  II.  Williams  an«l  »ieorgo  W.  l)ill»*y,  t'ompany  B; 
E  Iward  Nl.i'l"ia  and  John  K.i-'iell.  l'i>aipany  C;  Joseph  II.  .Arnold,  Comp.iny 
K;  and  Charlt-i  Carpenter,  Comp.my  K. 

A  ondtructioti  tra.a  wa-  fjllowinj;  the  passenger  train,  which  was  also 
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captured,  and  the  cnf^ineer  compelled  to  run  his  locomotive  over  the  bodies 
of  the  soldiers  lyinf?  on  the  track.  Two  of  the  soldiers  were  scalped,  and 
all  more  or  less  mutilated  after  death.  The  station  was  burned  and  the 
a^ent  of  the  road  killed.  Not  satisfied  with  this  inhuman  piece  of  deviltry, 
tht>y  set  the  train  on  fire  and  started  it  off  toward  Sturgeon,  another  station 
on  the  road,  with  the  remaining  passengers  on  it.  The  passengers,  how- 
ovtT,  Hscaped  and  walked  to  Sturgeon.  About  8  or  4  o'clock  p.  M.,  M^j. 
Johnson,  with  135  men  belonging  to  Col.  Erutzener^s  regiment  Missouri 
state  militia,  arrived  from  Sturgeon.  An  engagement  ensued,  in  which  the 
militia  was  badly  defeated.  It  was  reported  at  the  time  that  but  25  men 
rt'turned  to  Sturgeon— G8  were  left  dead  on  the  field.  In  this  affair  130  men 
were  killed.  It  was  a  most  cold  blooded  butchery,  unequaled  in  atrocity  by 
any  similar  act  during  the  war.  Maj.  McDermott,  with  a  detachment  of 
the  regiment,  was  immediately  sent  out  in  pursuit,  but  the  bandit  and 
human  hyena  had  made  good  his  escape.  Gen.  Price,  with  a  following  of 
30,000  men,  in  his  raid  into  the  state  having  reached  the  vicinity  of  Jef- 
ferson City,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  that  place.  The  enemy  attacked 
the  city  on  the  7th,  but  the  regiment  suffered  no  loss. 

On  the  20th,  Maj. -Gen.  Uosecrans  having  taken  the  field,  the  veterans 
were  ordered  to  reoort  to  him  as  body  guard,  and  continued  as  such  during 
the  remainder  of  tne  campaign.  After  the  defeat,  ending  in  a  most  demor- 
alized rout  and  almost  annihilation  of  the  rebel  army,  they  returned  to  War- 
rensburg.  From  thence  they  went  to  St.  I^uis,  and  bv  December  29th, 
wt^re  atllelena.  During  the  time  the  veterans  were  in  Missouri,  the  non- 
veterans  and  recruits,  numbering  about  700,  under  Maj.  Jenks,  were  engaged 
in  scouting  and  outpost  duty  at  Little  Rock.  Col.  Thompson,  having  arrived 
at  Little  Rock  from  Iowa  about  September  1st,  now  assumed  command  of 
the  regiment. 

January  14th,  Maj.  Jenks,  with  detachments  of  the  First  Iowa  and  other 
regiments,  was  ordt^red  by  boat  to  Dardanelle,  al)Out  100  miles  up  the  Ar- 
kansas river,  at  which  place  he  engaged  a  rebel  force  of  1,G00  men  under 
Gen.  Cooper,  killing  and  wounding  90.  For  his  bravery,  the  successful  man- 
at^emont  and  termination  of  the  affair,  he  was  brevetted  lieutenant  colonel 
United  States  Volunteers. 

On  the  22d,  an  expedition  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  E.  A.  Carr  moved 
in  the  direction  of  Camden,  Col.  Thompson  in  command  of  the  cavalry 
division,  and  Maj.  McDermott  commanding  the  regiment.  Lieut.  Charles 
W.  \V.  Dow,  Company  F,  is  particularly  mentioned  for  his  daring  gallan- 
try in  leading  the  extreme  advance  guard  on  this  expedition. 

By  February  17th,  the  regiment  had  gone  to  Memphis,  in  the  vicinity  of 
which  it  remained,  scouting  occasionally,  till  June  15,  when  Gen.  Grant 
ordered  the  command  to  march  from  Alexandria,  I^uisiana,  to  Texas.  Jan- 
uary 31st,  orders  were  received  for  muster  out 

No  attempt  will  bo  maile  at  this  time  to  jgive  in  detail  the  history  of  the 
outrages  and  indi^itins  to  which  the  regiment  was  Bubject^ni,  or  the  suf- 
ferings and  privations  it  endured  during  this  time  at  the  hands  of  Gen. 
Cui^ter.  A  most  truthful  narration  of  its  trials  and  sufferings,  and  the 
inoompt^tcncy  and  inhumanity  of  its  commanding  general,  is  published  in 
tlio  report  of  the  adjutant  gimeral  of  the  state  of  Iowa  for  the  year  1867, 
written  by  lit. -Col.  A.  G.  McQueen. 

Th«'  sick  an<l  disabled  of  the  division,  numbering  214,  having  b^n  ordered 
on  board  thf  hospiUil  transport  steamer  Starlight,  Surgeon  Charles  H.  Loth- 
rop.  First  lt)wa  cavalry,  in  charge,  to  l)e  taken  to  general  hospital  at  New 
Orleans,  the  command  letl  Alexandria,  August  6th,  and  marched  to  Hemp- 
Ftead,  Texas,  a  <listance  of  about  240  miles,  arriving  at  that  place  August 
^>th.  "with  rations  exhausted,  many  of  the  soldiers  bai^ooted,  almost 
nuked  imd  without  buinkets,  and  with  no  supplies  provided.*' 

October  3  )tli.  the  command  marched  for  Austin,  and  arrived  November 
4ih,  where  headquarters  of  the  regiment  remained  until  its  muster  oat  of 
the  .•service. 
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The  muster  out  having  been  accomplished,  and  all  necessary  preparations 
made  for  a  homeward  march,  it  letl  Austin  on  the  19th  by  the  way  of  Bas- 
trop to  Brenham,  and  from  thence  by  railroad  to  Galveston,  and  by  steamer 
Magnolia  to  New  Orleans.  Leaving  Galveston  on  the  2Sth,  it  reached 
New  Orleans  March  2d.  The  next  day  it  left  on  the  steamer  \V.  H.  Osbom 
and  arrived  at  Cairo,  Illinois,  on  the  9th.  On  the  10th,  it  left  by  the  way  of  the 
Illinois  Central  railroad,  and  arrived  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  on  the  TJth,  and 
on  the  16th  it  was  ditn^harged  and  finally  paid. 

After  nearly  five  years  of  arduous  and  most  faithful  service  in  preserving 
the  integrity  of  the  nation,  with  not  a  single  stain  to  dim  the  brightness  of 
its  esi'utcheon,  it  was  mu8tore<l  out,  and  returning  home,  the  patnot  soldier 
became  an  honored  citizen.    This  regiment  was  the  second  regiment  of  cav- 


alry mustered  into  the  United  States  service  during  the  rebellion,  the  First 
Illinois  cavidry  being  the  Krst.    The  total  number  of  enli; 


and  the  number  of  casualties  551. 


inlidtments  were  2,187, 


Field  and  Staff  Offlcers  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry. 


COLONKZiS. 


KAJOBS. 


■UBOSOMS. 


CBAPLAin. 


FlU  Henry  Warren. 
Jame6  O.  Oower. 
Daniel  Andorvon. 
William  Tbomptoc 

UBUT.  CWLOXKIA 

Gliaa.  E.  Moss. 
P.  Qad  iSryan. 
Daniel  Andemon. 
Joaeph  W.  Caldwell. 
▲lez.  O.  MoQueen. 


E.  W.  i'hamberlalu. 
James  O.  Qower. 
Wm.  M.  G.  Torrenoe. 
P.  Gad  Dryan. 
Daniel  Andenon. 
Jo(K*ph  W.  Caldwell, 
l/evl  Cha*<«. 
WUliam  Thompson. 
Alox.  G.  HcQneeo. 
JameH  D.  Jenks. 
John  McDermutt. 
Thomas  A.  liareman. 
Wm  8.  Whinenand. 


Milton  B.  Cochran. 
Charles  H.  Lothrop. 

ASaT.  SUBOBOIfS. 

Darld  B.  AUon. 
Cbarlert  II.  Lothrop. 
John  A.  Ladd. 
Abraham  B.  Uershe. 
John  I.  Sandera. 
James  Hervey. 
Asa  Morgan. 


James  W.  Latham* 
John  M.  Coggeahall. 
James  8.  Band. 

▲X>JUTAim. 

Joseph  C.  Stone. 
Darld  A.  Kerr. 
John  A.  Donnell. 
Henry  L.  Morrlil. 


QUABl 

Martin  L.  If  orris. 
Samuel  O.  Dlokenon. 
CUus  H.  Albera. 
Wm.  W.  Flake. 


Battalion  Atljntnntti  ^It.  A.  Kerr,  J.  BI.  Bryan,  H.  R.  Robinson,  J.  S.  KdsalL 
Battalion  Qunttfrin^Atent—i.  A.  LundlH,  C.  A.  Case,  W.  U.  Mazsey. 
ComnU**art€t—lL.  L.  Du<»hlon,  It  T.  NowelL 


SKCONI)  lUWA  CAVALRY. 

When  the  Second  Iowa  cavalry  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Daven- 
port, AuffUHt  25,  ISGl,  Washington  L.Elhott,  a  cavalry  captain  of  the  re^^H^r 
army,  was  made  its  colont'l.  He  had  stvn  much  8t*rvice  in  the  army,  was  a 
splendid  or^nizer  and  disciplinarian,  and  a  competent  commander.  In  a  very 
snort  time  after  ^oing  to  th«'  ti«*Id  h(*  received  hi^li  promotion,  and  parted  from 
the  re^fiment.  Maroli  of  Hi)2  found  tne  Secoml  cavalry  aidintr  Gen.  Pope  in 
the  reduction  of  New  Madrid  und  Island  No.  10.  The  autumn  of  1861  had 
been  passed  in  drilling  at  D.ivcnport,  and  the  mid- winter  in  a  similar  duty 
at  Benton  Harr.icks,  wht'ro  owin^  to  various  cauiies  not  less  than  60  of  the 
regiment  t)ick«'n«'il  and  du'd.  iien.  Poix*  had  been  a  cavalry  officer  liim»)elf 
in  his  time,  and  he  knew  how  to  make  useful  the  cavalry  command  when 
it  n^ach«*d  him  at  New  MaJrid.  UndiT  him  it  wafl  active  and  gallant  every- 
where, and  a  squid  of  the  St*iond  n*ifiuient  under  Lieut.  Sohnetirer,  were  the 
iirst  union  s»)l.li«'rs  to  enter  the  works  at  Island  No.  iM.  Col.  Llliott  led  the 
regiment  atil  helped  to  secure  the  batteries  with  their  great  guns  and  the 
enormous  st'»p's  of  raptiire«l  nivterial  of  war.  Hy  the  iBt  of  Alay,  I'ope's 
army,  with  thf  SriM)nil  ravalry,  was  assisting  in  the  eelebrated  siege  of 
(Joniith.  wuu  li  f»ll.»Nv.-.l  th''  b.iitle  i>f  Shiloli.  Here  Col.  Elliott  was  put  in 
ehar;;«'  "f  a  l»ri/a<l«'.  th«'  S«':<>nd  Iowa  and  the  St?cond  Michi^'an  eavalry,  and 
Eilward  Mati.li.th'*  lieiit-nant  t  ojoni'l,  itsiinned  command  of  the  regiment. 
llat«-h  wa^  a  man  Ihiih  to  \\\\  a  soldier.  He  had  the  military  instinct,  the 
w.kr  ^M'diu-.  tii>'  qiiii  k  (.otupnihension,  the  ri*»olve  to  act  and  the  pergonal 
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bravery  that  led  to  victories.  He  was  ovcry  inch  a  soldier,  and  the  men  of 
Ins  command,  taking  on  the  military  8pint  of  their  leader,  iHKrame  one  of  the 
Ix'st  Ciivalry  regiments  in  the  American  service.  Hatch  volunteered  at  Mus- 
catine, entering  the  service  as  a  captain  of  his  noble  regiment,  was  soon 
made  lieutenant  colonel,  and  by  virtue  of  military  merit  so  won  the  approlm- 
tioii  of  hi(,di  comniandent  as  to  (rain  promotion  alter  promotion,  until,  when 
the  war  ended,  men  saw  him  brevetted  tor  gallantry  as  a  major  greneral  in  the 
reifiilar  army.  He  was  in  forty  engaKements,  and  as  a  rule  the  Second  Iowa 
was  with  him.     Its  record  is  his  record. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1S62,  the  Second  Iowa  made  the  famous  char^^e  at 
Fainiinpfton,  in  front  of  Corinth.  On  the  8th,  for  the  purpose  of  a  reconnois- 
sance,  Uen.  Pame's  division  had  been  sent  some  distance  in  advance  of 
Po()e's  main  command  and  was  left  beyond  a  small  stream  over  night,  the 
main  fora*  coining  back  to  camp.  The  rebel  gi^neral  discovered  this  isolated 
division  and  resolved  to  captuie  or  annihilate  it.  There  was  but  ode  small 
bridge  over  which  Paine  could  retreat,  and  even  this  the  rebel  ortillexy,  after 
several  hours  hard  lighting  by  the  infantry  on  the  9th,  was  about  to  com- 
mand and  render  imiM)ssible  of  passage.  The  situation  for  Paine  was  most 
critical.  At  this  moment  the  Second  Iowa  cavalry,  led  bv  Lt-Col.  Hatch, 
hurried  to  the  front  and  across  the  stream  to  his  relief.  PaiDe'ri  men  were 
met  hurr}'ing  rearward  pursued  by  an  overwhelming  rebel  force  with  twenty- 
four  pieces  ot  artillery.  To  prevent  interference  with  the  bridge  while  Paine 
should  attempt  to  cross,  the  Second  Iowa  was  ordered  to  prepare  to  charge 
the  batteries.  In  five  minutes'  time,  the  men,  drawing  their  sabres,  started 
on  tiie  fierce  charge.  In  a  semi-circle  in  front  of  them  were  twenty-four  can- 
non pouring  into  this  devoted  band  their  rapid  tire  of  grape  and  canister.  A 
cloud  ot  dust  sheltered  the  advancing  line  for  a  few  moments,  but  as  it  came 
in  full  view  of  the  Rebels,  the  belching  of  the  guns  became  simply  territic. 
Once  the  line  came  to  a  deep  ditch  where  only  half  the  horses  could  leap 
across:  some  tumbled  down  the  embankment,  some  were  struck  by  the  mib- 
siles  of  the  enemy,  and  all  were  disorganized  aii<l  the  line  broken;  and  yet 
spite  of  th(?  <)))Ktruction,  spite  of  the  storm  of  deadly  missiles,  and  spite  of  a 
musketry  iirt*  from  a  great  column  of  infantry  that  suddenly  rose  to  its  feet, 
hundreds  of  that  brave  line  went  on,  charged  the  gunners  at  their  posts,  and 
took  a  battery,  falhng  back  only  when  annihilation  waited  on  anoUier 
moment's  delay.  The  assault  lasted  but  three  minutes,  but  in  Uiat  bnef 
time  a  hundred  men  had  btH^n  unhorsed  and  half  as  many  killed  or  wounded. 
The  charge  saved  Pain(>'s  divi^ion,  for  under  the  excitement  ot  tlie  mtlee  hd 
hur-ied  it  across  the  stream.  In  giving  the  order  to  the  cavalry  to  charge. 
Paint;  had  made  a  fearful  blunder.  Kittt>en  thousand  men  were  behind  those 
gunshiip^iorting  them.  Hut  it  was  a  gallant  charge  not  surpasMHl  for  daring 
in  all  the  war.  Tiie  Knglish  troops  at  Halaklava  were  not  more  brave  than 
the  boys  of  the  ^^(r(>Ild  cavalry  charging  the  munlerourt  guns  at  FarmiDgton. 

Captains  Kgbert  and  Liindy  and  Lieui.  Owen  wen'  wounded.  Ma j  Coon, 
.Vaj.  llepbiirn,  Captains  MeConnell,  CnK'kei,  Kendrick,  Eaton,  K^bert, 
Lundy,  Hishop.  (ir.i\es  and  FretMiian,  and  Lieutenants  Moore,  Heily,  Foster, 
liiUlen,  Owen,  }hirti)n,  i^ueal.  Schinitzer,  Metcalf  and  Fiystni  went  all  men- 
tioned for  gallant  c-nndiict.  ihere  mi(;ht  have  been  ineiitioneii  every  man 
in  that  <lariii^^  coin  maud. 

On  the  'J-^th  ot  .May,  the  regiment,  together  with  the  Second  Michigan 
i-avalry,  the  wliole  led  by  Elliott,  dashed  aiound  to  the  south  ot  Corinth  in  the 
night,  and  d«stn)ved  the  railroad  in  the  rebel  rear,  together  with  large  sup- 
iilies.  captiiiin;:  a^o  ninny  prisc>ners.  It  wum  a  brilliant  exploit  and  made 
Hatch  a  colunrl  und  Kllit)tt  a  biigadier.  About  this  time  Philip  Sheridan 
U'caiiit;  cilniirl  (it  tite  St.vttnd  Michigan,  the  comrade  n.*giiiieiitot  our  Second, 
and  thf  t\M>  li-adi'r>.  Match  ami  Sheihdan,  and  their  two  dashing  n.>gimcnts, 
lxc«iiiii'  di-tiii^iii<>h«'d  in  the  story  of  the  war.  The  command  had  constant 
hard  Hcoiiiin;/  aipl  rh.i^iiig  all  those  Corinth  days;  atnio>t  day  and  night  they 
were  in  the  saddl".  On  th«-  Ut  of  .Inly,  the  two  n^giiuents.  then  led  by 
Sheridan,  fought  the  c.ivalry  battle  of  liooneville.     It  was  a  hard  encounter. 
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but  a  fine  victory  was  won  by  Sheridan  over  Ghalineri),  who  had  attacked 
with  5,000  men.  Hatch  and  Sheridan  both  showed  their  fig^hting^  qualities 
here,  and  the  latter  received  the  star  of  a  brigadier.  A  couple  of  months  of 
rest  in  camp  near  Kienzi  followed,  disturlied  only  by  an  attempted  surprise 
on  the  part  of  the  rebel  Faulkner  with  2J)0)  troops.  Faulkner  |^)t  surprised 
him<ielt  and  badly  whipped,  as  Sheridan  chased  him  in  utter  rout  for  many 
miles.  With  September  of  1802,  hard  ridimr*  scouts  and  skirmishes  com- 
menced asrain.  On  the  10th,  after  a  ride  of  43  miles,  and  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy,  the  regiment  stood  to  homo  all  night  at  the  battle  of  luka. 
Soon  came  the  buttle  of  Corinth,  and  the  extent  of  that  victory  was  greatly 
added  to  by  the  extraordinary  activity,  by  day  and  by  night,  of  Hatch  s  cav- 
alry. **  It  has  been  the  eye  of  the  army,*'  said  Rosecrans  with  truth,  for  it  had 
guarded  every  road  in  the  vicinitv,  scouted  everywhere,  and  at  last  was  present 
in  the  battle,  in  November  and  December,  the  regiment,  now  led  by  Man. 
Coon,  took  a  constant  and  important  part  in  Grant*s  great  move  through 
Central  Mississippi  toward  Vicksburg.  It  was  present  in  the  unnecessary 
defeat  at  Cotfeeville,  where  Col.  Hatch,  now  leading  the  brigade,  barely 
saved  the  union  troops  engaged  from  utter  rout.  The  Seoond  cavalry  lost  22 
men  killed  and  wounded  at  Coffe*>ville.  It  then  followed  Grant *s  army  as  a 
rear  guard  in  its  retreat  toward  Memphis,  and  shortly  went  into  winter 
(quarters  at  La  Grange.  The  earl^  spring  again  saw  the  Second  cavalry 
ridinlf  all  over  northern  Mississippi  in  little  expeditious  and  scouts,  and  bv 
April  16th,  it  was  ready  to  start  on  what  was  known  as  the  Grierson  raid. 
The  expedition  was  a  great  success,  though  made  with  a  small  body  of  men. 
It  was  tor  the  purpose  of  destroving  railroads  in  Central  Mississippi,  and 
to  the  rear  of  Vicksburg.  Great  damage  was  done  and  great  stores  were  cap- 
tured. The  column  lei  by  Hatch,  only  oOO  strong,  separated  from  Grier- 
son and  fought  its  own  way  to  Palo  Alto  and  back  to  La  Grange,  defeat- 
ing, at  the  former  pliid*,  a  cavalry  force  four  times  as  great  as  his  own. 
Gnerson's  column  rode  on  to  the  Mississippi  river  at  Baton  Rouge,  and 
both  he  and  Hatch  had  inflicted  great  damage  on  the  state  and  created 
a  diversion  in  favor  of  Gen.  Grant.  It  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  cav- 
alry exploits  of  the  war,  said  Gen.  Grant.  The  regiment  could  not  remain 
idle  and  very  soon  Hatch  led  it,  with  some  other  troops,  including  tho 
Sixth  Iowa  tnLintry,  on  a  raid  to  Okalona  and  back. 

Shortly,  too,  M»j.  Coon  led  a  part  of  the  Second  and  detachments  of  other 
regiments  in  a  splendid  raid  on  Grenada.  It  was  a  hard  ride,  but  the  com- 
mand destroyed  sixty  locomotives  and  great  army  supplies,  mills,  shops  and 
depots.  Coon  wits  gone  eleven  days  on  this  raid.  Tiie  regiment  soon  went 
to  Memphis,  where  it  remained  in  quiet  till  the  end  of  November.  Once 
during  tnis  breathing  spell  Lt.-Col.  Hepburn  led  the  command  against  a 
rebel  column,  threatening  the  garrison  at  Colliersville.  A  brisk  fight  took  place 
and  the  Relx^U  leaving  200  or  300  dead  and  wounded  fled  from  the  field. 
On  the  4th  of  Dtv^iMuber  the  cavalrv  under  Hatch  hurried  by  hard  rides  to 
Moscow,  and  there  fought  quite  a  b.ittl*?,  defeating  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,  though 
his  command  lost  nt.'arly  a  hundred  killed  and  wounded,  and  he  was  himself 
shot  through  the  lungs.  Early  in  February  the  regiment  moved  with  a  col- 
umn under  Gen.  Sooy  Smith,  mvirchingto  divert  the  Rebels  from  Sherman  on 
his  Meridian  raid,  and  if  possible  join  him.    Smith's  expedition  failed  in  it« 

gurpose  and  never  reacliOil  Sherman.  His  column  captured  West  Point, 
owever,  and  immense  stores,  but  on  falling  back  from  there,  was  attacked 
by  Gen.  FonrtMt  and  came  very  near  being  destroyed.  There  was  hard  fight- 
ing by  the  Second  ciivalry  under  Maj.  Coon  and  some  of  the  other  troops, 
but  many  stampeded,  and  flying  in  a  great  unorganized  mob  to  the  rear, 
brought  disgrace  on  the  expedition.  Lt.-Ct)l.  Hepburn  led  a  brigade  of 
the  Second  Iowa  and  Sixth,  Seventh  and  Ninth  Illinois  cavalry.  Tho  Second 
Iowa  savtnl  tho  whole  command  from  destruction,  though  it  liad  l>e<>n  charged 
by  Forrest  on  front  and  flanks  repeattnlly.  It  was  ordered  to  fall  back,  but, 
instAad.  «hud  at  the  most  despjrate  point  of  the  field  and  fought  five  times  its 
own  numh?r<«.  until  V)of  its  men,  among  them  Lieut  Dwire,  lay  stretched 
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on  the  fiold.   Who  wds  to  blame  that  a  handful  of  troops  were  left  unaapported 
to  fi^ht  Forr33t's  whole  army,  while  so  many  of  Smithes  men  were  rushing: 
to  the  roiir,  nover  will  be  known.    On  Marcn  28th,  many  of  thereg^iment  re- 
enlist^<l  QA  veterans  and  in  April  went  to  Iowa  on  furlouprh.    Tliat  summer 
of  1801  was  liirpft^l^  spent  by  the  re^^iment  in  raiding;  and  scoutinf;^  about 
Mississippi  and  Middle  TcnnesRfK?,  without  any  enf^f^ments  of  (rreat  conse* 
quence,  althouffh  it  participated  in  the  fi^ht  at  Tupelo.  Coon  was  now  a  colonel 
and  part  of  the  time  in  Ct^mmand  of  a  brigade,  while  Mi^'.  G.  C.  Horton,  one  of 
■  the  Socond'ri  very  bi*st  officers,  led  the  n'g-iment.     Hatch  now  led  a  division. 
Hy  the  middle  of  NovemlxT  Hatches  division,  including  Ck>on's  bri(;ade  and 
the  ^?econd  Iowa  Ciivulry,  was  ent^aj^ed  in  the  hardest  campaif^n  of  its  history. 
It  was  in  resistincr  Hood's  invasion  of  Tennessee.     With  headquarters  near 
Florence,  it  watched  and  fout^ht  his  advance  step  by  step,  and  formed  with 
(!^on\s  brigade  the  rear  (^uard  of  the  union  army  as  it  fell  back  to  Franklin,  in 
the  bcitt  le  itself  playing  an  important  part  at  the  left.  Then  followed  the  Uittle 
of  Nasliville,  described  in  chapter  28,  in  which  the  gallant  Second,  with  the 
whole  of  Hutich^s  division  dismounted,  fought  as  infantry,  storming  and  cap- 
turing forts  and  driving  the  enemy  in  dismay.    Then  commenced  tne  famous 
pursuit  in  which  the  cavalry  nearly  destroyed  what  was  left  of  Hood^s  army. 
Coon's  brigade,  in  the  hard  rides  and  the  constant  fighting,  did  as  much  as 
any  command  in  tli>'  union  army.    It  captured  in  that  pursuit  more  than  a 
thousand  prisoner!^,  titleen  Ciinnon,  numerous  battle  flags  and  important  war 
material      It  lo>tt  in  the  whole  campaign  some  60  men,  14  of  whom  were 
killed.     It  was  tht;  re«;iment*s  last  active  campaign.     It  had  done  enough. 
It  was  entitled  to  all  the  great  honors  afterward  received  on  coming  home 
to  Iowa.    Officers  and  men  had  been  heroes.    The  spring  and  summer  was 
passed  in  unimportant  duties  in  Mississippi,  and  in  October  of  1S65  the 
regiment  was  mustered  out. 

Field  ami  Staff  Officers  of  the  Second  Iowa  Catalrtf, 


COLONKLM. 


UUOUM. 


•UROBOKt. 


W.  L.  Klliott. 
Kd.  llut'-h. 
Daturi  E.  ("iMiu. 

LIKVT.  COLOKELM. 

E-1.  Hatch. 

W.  F.  Hepburn. 

'Jliii>«.  (\  lliirtou. 

Battalion  AUJutan's. 

G.  BchnltKer. 
.).  11.  FretMiian. 
W.  W.  Mills. 
T.  (i.  H'sihnin. 


I-M.  Hatch. 
W.  P.  Ilopburn. 
I>.  K.  Coon. 
H.  W.  Lore. 
F.  A.  K<*n(lriok. 
W.  W.  Katon. 
Cbii^.  O.  HortoQ. 
(K  SchnltKt^r. 
(;.  P.  McM)ro. 
8.  Foster. 

ADJUTAVn. 

O.  F.  Mardon. 
T.  Hydenhani. 


Ueo  UtNNler. 
Q«o.  U.  Nojra. 

AMT.  tUBaicoat. 

Oeo.  H.  Noyen. 
E.  D.  Yule. 
J.  11.  Durness. 

H.  E.  JODM. 

J.  J.  Watnon. 

CommiiMrifi, 

R.  McC.  K inland. 
W.  W.  O.  MlUer. 


CBArLAIMt. 

cTurTruetdall. 
J.  J.  Watflon. 

QUAITKEMAITSBS. 

W.  B.  Dlaoej. 
D.  McOregor. 
R.  F.  Dlffenboeker. 
H.  I).  Badlow. 

liatlalion  Quartet' 
tnaMtert, 

S.  Gilbert. 
Jaa.  Uamuao. 
G.  K.Ammoiid. 


THIRD  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

Thls  regiment,  luon'  than  a  thousand  strong,  wan  raised,  organized,  and 
e<iuipp«?d  by  Col.  Cvtma  Uih^**}'.  at  the  reque«t  of  Maj.  Gen.  Fremont.  It 
was  to  In'  one  of  th»'  "tTack"  cavalry  retj iments  of  the  service*  and  itM  hi^ry 
pro'-ed  it-;  cr>inin;in'l'^r-i  am!  its  ini»n  to  1)0  up  to  every  expectation.  Col.  Bub- 
s''v  was  ;i  <  av«ilry  utficT  of  the  first  order,  and  his  command  was  thoroughly 
drillt'd  and  dis«iplin<'il  wliile  at  Uenton  Barracks  in  the  early  winter  of  186i. 
( )n  I>ei'Miil>«*r  I'illi,  ii»*  was  orden'd  to  send  a  battalion  of  hisn*giment  to  Jef- 
f'T^son  <-ity.  Conipaiii'M  K,  K,  U  and  H  marched  at  once  under  Maj.  Cald- 
well, and  nearly  twv)  yfarn  passeil  awav  before  the  gallant  command  was 
ai^ain  unit-'d.  Karly  in  F«*bruary  of  1SG2,  the  remaind»*rof  the  regiment, 
eiijht  c>>nii)ani(M  iin-l'*r  Ool.  Bus:«'»y,  were  ordere<l  to  Rolla,  where  another 
divi:>iou  ot    tlie  re^^iment  occurred,  Companies  1  and  K  being  sent  under 
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MaJ.  Wm.  C.  Dnike  to  f^rriROn  the  town  of  Salem.  Col.  BuMey  proposed  to 
join  Gen.  Curtis*H  army  in  the  Southwest,  and  probably  the  first  important 
order  he  received  in  war  times  was  a  telecram  from  Curtis,  sayin^r:  ''Come 
on  by  short  route;  make  forced  marchf's  and  overtake  me.'*  l.*urtis  was  200 
miles  away.  The  roads  were  very  bad  and  the  trains  had  to  be  left  behind. 
At  Sprinf^tield.  Company  L  was  detailed  to  garrison  the  town  while  the 
remamder  of  the  re^riment  marclied  on  through  severe  cold,  and  without 
rations,  till  it  joined  Gen.  Curtis  at  Sugar  Creek.  It  had  been  a  terribly  hard 
march  in  mid- winter,  but  now  the  command  was  with  the  annv  at  the  front, 
and  eager  for  battle.  After  Repeated  reconnoinsances,  the  n^U*!  army,  40.000 
strong,  was  discovered,  advancing  to  attack  Gen.  Curtis  at  Cross  Hollows. 
The  regiment  s  first  engagement  was  in  beating  the  Rebels  off,  who  were 
attacking  Sigel  at  Bcntonsville.  Then  came  the  ever  memorable  7th  of 
March — the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge.  ''On  tliat  day,**  writes  an  officer  of  the 
regiment.  *'  the  Third  cavaliy  formed  part  of  a  brigade  commanded  by  Col. 
Bussey,  and  was  ordere<l  to  attack  the  enemv  then  passing  in  heavy  column  to 
the  rear  of  Gen.  Curtis's  army.  Curtis  had  fallen  back  to  Sugar  Creek.  His 
position  was  being  flanked  by  Van  Dom,  and  his  army  was  in  a  most  critical 
situation.  While  the  other  regiment  of  the  brigade  was  forming  in  line  to 
support  a  battery,  we  were  ordered  to  advance  toward  the  enemy,  supposed 
to  be  about  half*  a  mile  distant.  We  harl  not  proceeded  more  than  200 
irards,  when  we  found  ourselves  confronte<l  by  a  heavy  bodv  of  infantry  who 
nred  a  volley,  killing  and  wounding  several  of  our  men.**  DU8sev*8  command 
consisted  of  the  Thinl  Iowa  cavalry,  2:i5  men  and  officers,  led  by  Lt.-Col. 
Trimble,  the  Benton  Hussars,  Col.  Merritt,  a  part  of  the  First  Missouri  cav- 
alry. Col.  EUiiii;  two  comimnies  of  the  Fremont  Hussars,  Lieut.  Howe,  and 
three  guns  of  Kn)ert*s  battery.  The  conduct  of  the  Third  cavaJry  was  so 
gallant  and  heroic  in  the  action  that  followed,  the  writer  can  best  deacribt* 
it  in  the  language  of  ("ol.  Bussey.  After  feoling  of  the  woods  and  the  bit  of 
prairie  to  which  his  line  advanced,  he  narrates  how  it  came  in  full  view  of 
the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  passing  along  a  half  mile  distant  to  the  north,  and 
to  the  rear  of  Curtis *h  army.  Gen.  Osterhaas  being  present,  ordered  the  little 
battery  to  open  fire  on  the  passing  column.  The  First  Missouri  cavalry  stood 
to  the  right  and  left  of  the  guns,  with  the  Ihird  Iowa  cavalry  in  the  rear. 

*'  While  fbrining  the  Benton  Hussars  in  line  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Third 
Iowa,  and  facing  west.  I  was  ordered  by  Gen.  Osterhaus  to  send  two  com- 
panies down  the  road  to  the  west  to  charg<^  the  enemy's  line,  if  practicable, 
at  a  point  Ruppose<l  to  be  a)x)ut  half  a  mile  distant.  This  order  was  com- 
municated by  inc  to  Lt.-Col.  Trimble,  commanding  Tliinl  Iowa  cavalry,  who 
immediately  advancc<l  with  his  command  in  column  of  fours,  which  was 
necessary,  the  roud  leading  along  a  fence  on  the  south,  with  thick  brush 
and  wooils  on  the  nortlL 

**llie  Benton  Hussars  were  now  in  line  of  battle,  alK>ut  100  yards  to  the 
right  and  rear  of  the  battery,  and  the  Fremont  Hussars  were  yet  in  column 
of  fours,  having  just  arrivea  on  the  ground.  The  Third  Iowa  caval^  gal- 
loped down  the  road,  and  going  beyond  the  e<lge  of  the  woods  or  timber  on 
the  west  side  of  the  prairie,  they  unexpectedly  found  themselves  in  front  of 
several  lines  of  infantry',  heretofore  unseen,  and  who  were  drawn  up  in  line 
to  the  front  and  right  of  our  men  at  short  musket  range. 

**The  companies  of  the  Thinl  Iowa  cavalrv  were  wheeled  into  line  facing 
the  enemy,  it  lK*ing  impossible  for  them  to  advance  in  column  further,  when 
they  at  once  nxeived  a  deailly  fire  from  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the 
foe,  who  were  partially  concealeii  and  protected  by  the  woods  and  brush. 
A  large  number  of  my  men  and  horses  were  here  killed  and  wounded,  and 
Lt.-Col.  Trimble,  at  the  head  of  the  column,  was  severt^lv  wounded  in  the 
head.  This  fire  war.  returned  by  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry  from  their  revolvers 
with  consid«»nible  etIt'Ct . 

•*  Just  at  this  moment  a  large  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  charged  from  the 
north  upon  ditft^rent  portions  of  our  cavalry  line,  parsing  through  the  line 
into  the  open  field  in  our  rear.    The  Third  Iowa  cavalry  now  cbmrged  this 
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i'orco,  and  an  excitinpr  runninff  fi^fht  ensued  between  these  forcefl,  the  enemy 
fleeing  and  beinpr  pursued  by  my  forces  to  the  south.  They  were  followed 
by  tho  Third  Iowa  cavalry  alone,  to  the  woods  on  the  south  side  of  the  liirgo 
op»*n  field.  The  Iosh  of  the  enemy  in  this  runninfj^  fijjht  was  very  heavy  and 
estimated  by  me,  from  the  most  reliable  information  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  at  8J  men.  A  portion  of  this  same  char(;e  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
was  upon  the  battery,  and  First  Missouri  cavalry  supporting  it.  The  cav- 
alry was  compelled  to  pive  way.  I  ordered  the  Benton  Hussars  to  charfjre, 
which  they  failed  to  do,  but  fell  back.  The  Fremont  Hussars,  beinpr  in  rear 
and  not  in  position,  were  compelled  to  (jfive  way.  The  )?uns,  being  left 
nnsupportetl,  w(Te  cantured  by  the  enemy,  who,  not  beinfc  able  to  tiike  them 
from  the  fi«'ld,  l>unie<l  them.  The  cavalry,  failing:  to  rally,  fell  bat^k  througfh 
the  wood»  to  the  larg'e  open  field  through  which  we  had  first  marched,  where 
Uiey  met  the  infantry  and  adillery  of  Gen.  Osterhaus's  brif^ade  in  line  of 
battle.  Boinjf  left  on  the  field  of  the  first  action  without  any  force,  the  cav- 
alry in  reserve  havinj?  failed  to  obey  my  orders,  I  followed  to  the  0|)en' field 
jind  found  two  companies  of  the  First  Missouri  cavalry  l)eing  formoJ  in  line 
by  Maj.  Hubbard.  After  seeing  the  First  Missouri  in  line,  I  sent  Adjt. 
John  W.  Noble,  who  had  remained  with  me  on  the  field  the  whole  time,  to 
bring  up  the  companies  of  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry  to  our  new  position,  they 
having  pursued  the  enemy  through  the  fields,  as  above  titated,  and  not  yet 
made  their  appearance.  He  soon  returned  with  all  the  companies,  having 
met  them  commg  in  perfect  order  to  the  place  desired,  they  having  returned 
toward  the  camping  ground,  and  Moj.  Perry  being  in  command.  The  enemy 
immediately  advanced  to  the  western  edge  of  the  field  in  which  our  new 
position  was  taken,  when  a  general  engagement  ensued.  At  this  time  I 
ordered  the  First  Missouri  cavalry  to  take  position  on  the  extreme  left  in 
the  woods,  which  was  on  the  east  of  our  main  position.  A  force  of  the 
enemy  made  their  appeanmce  here,  evidently  attempting  to  turn  our  left 
fiank.  I  sent  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry  to  support  Col.  Ellis,  when  our  force 
advanced.  'V\ui  enemy  withdrew,  and  were  followed  by  Col.  Ellis  about  two 
miles,  and  did  not  show  themselves  again  in  this  quarter. 

'*Our  lo:«s,  out  of  23^  men  engaged,  was  25  kdled,  17  wounded,  and  9 
missing.*' 

On  the  2Sth  of  February  was  fought  the  severe  little  battle  of  Salem. 
Only  the  two  companies  under  Mai.  Drake  tO)k  part  in  the  conflict,  and 
as  the  union  force  was  commanded  by  Col.  Wood  of  Missouri,  the  credit 
for  the  victory  has  usually  been  given  entirely  to  his  state.  How  much 
of  it  was  due  to  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry,  however,  is  read  between  the 
lines  of  Col.  Wood's  report.  After  three  or  four  days  of  hot  pursuit  of  a 
relx'l  force  under  Coleman  and  Woodsides,  the  union  cavalrr  overtook 
them  one  morning  alwut  breakfast  time.  **Ten  miles  more,*  says  Col. 
Wood,  "brought  us  to  their  camp — hastily  deserted,  and  the  prepared 
breakfii>t  untaste<l.  Being  satisfied  they  were  not  far  idiead.  I  cautioned 
my  advance  and  flankers  to  be  on  tne  alert  to  prevent  surprise,  and 
pushcil  on.  .\l>out  five  miles  further  1  heard  sharp  firing  in  front,  and 
•4up])osing  my  a<l\<tnce  had  encountered  the  retreating  Kebels,  I  galloped 
forward  to  find  my  guani  eiigagtnl  with  the  whole  rebel  force,  estimated 
at  from  0(X)  to  1.(hh)  men.  'Ihey  had  taken  a  strong  position  in  one  of 
tho^e  p«'st  holes  (»f  creation,  an  Arkansas  swamp,  and  we,  within  four 
nxls  of  them.  .Iu>t  tlien  a  ball  struck  Sergt.  Kodakin  and  knocked  him 
from  his  hors>>.  T  irning,  I  found  my  whole  bi»ttiilion.  including  the 
howitzers,  at  my  siih«.  followed  by  Maj.  Drake  and  the  Tliird  Iowa  cav- 
alry. Our  sudden  appearance  netMiied  to  paralyze  the  enemy  for  a  moment, 
and  knowing  evi.TV tiling  denended  u(K>n  immediate  action.  1  ordered  the 
howitzt.>rs  into  |M)siti'>n  to  Ahell  the  swamp.  I  also  ordered  the  men  of  ray 
battidion  to  dismount,  every  fourth  man  to  take  the  Uorses  to  the  rear.  I 
also  ordered  Maj.  I  )rake  to  the  right  of  the  swamp.  This  order  was  ol»eycd 
in  an  instant,  and  the  men  advancvd  U|)on  the  enemy.  Sergt.  Moody  threw 
two  shells,  but  too  high  to  affect  those  m  oar  immediate  front.  By  this  time 
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the  CQcmy  rallied  and  poured  upon  us  a  deadly  fire.  My  buffler,  who  was  at 
my  side,  fell  from  his  horse.  Young  Watt  wum  killed  instantly  at  the  cannon . 
Pierce,  another  one  at  the  cannon,  was  badly  wounded.  Youngs  Kendall 
fell  mortally  wounded ;  First  Li<Mit.  K.  H.  C.  Mack  of  Company  A,  while 
leading  his  men  bravely  forward,  fell  mortally  wounded.  Several  others 
were  wounded.  Turning,  1  rodu*  to  the  howitzer,  and  directed  Sergt.  Moody 
to  load  with  grape  and  lower  his  piec;.  Just  then  my  horse  was  pierced 
with  two  balU,  but  Sergt.  Moody  instantly  obeyed  the  order,  when  the  Rebels 
broke  in  the  greatest  contusion,  my  men  on  foot  lulvancing  from  tree  to  tree. 
The  enemy  at;  tliis  time  attemptiMl  to  retn^at,  but  were  met  by  a  charge  from 
the  Iowa  boyti  on  the  north  which  drove  them  back  into  the  swamp  with  a 
loss  of  20  prisoners  anda  large  number  killed  and  woundtnl.  Two  prisoners, 
bejonging  to  Maj.  Bowi^n's  battalion  were  also  relcised.  Among  the 
prisoners  is  a  nephew  of  the  celebrutcd  Jim  Lane,  of  Kansas. 

**  From  the  6tQ  of  April  to  the  Ut  of  May,  we  wore  on  the  march  with  Qen. 
Curtis,  moving  via  Cassville,  For^ythe,  Osage  and  West  Plains,  Missouri, 
and  Salem,  Arkansas,  to  Batesville — jl  distance  of  nearly  3<)J  miles,  over 
mountains  and  rivers,  and  through  a  country  almost  destitute  of  supplies  for 
man  or  beast.  In  one  of  the  Hkirmishes,  May  liOth,  Capt.  J.  Anderson  was 
wounded.  Gen.  Curtiti's  army  evacuated  Batesville  on  the  '2otli,  and  started 
for  Clarendon,  on  White  river.  Wo  moved  to  Village;  Creek,  six  miles  south 
of  Jacksonport,  on  the  2<)tli.  On  the  27th  of  June,  the  gallant  Lieut.  Griswold, 
while  guarding  a  fora;^*  train,  was  ambushini  and  killed,  with  several  oi 
his  companions. 

**  We  arrived  at  Clarendon  on  theSth,  but  the  gunboats  and  troops  had  been 
gone  several  hours,  th^y  having  letl  for  the  Mississippi  river  at  10  o'clock  a. 
M.  We  were  now  d>'8ititute  of  anything  to  subsist  on,  and  had  l)een  for 
several  days;  the  wt^ither  wa^  intensely  hot,  and  no  watt*r  to  be  had  on  the 
route  of  our  march  exc«»pt  hwamp  water.  The  suffering  of  the  men  was  very 
great,  but  no  complaint  was  made. 

**  On  the  10th  of  June,  (\A.  Bus8<*y  was  assigned  to  command  the  Third 
brig.ide,  Fir.^t  division.  M.g.  Wm.  C.  Drake  a3;"uined  command  of  the  regi- 
ment. We  L'tL  CI irend)!!  on  the  11th,  and  after  a  tfdious  m;in:h  of  three 
days,  as  n'ar  guard  ot  tli«»iiriny  and  trains,  arrived  at  H»?lena.  During  the 
8ummt*r.  wo  wen.^  k<'j>t  on  tluty,  scouting  the  country  from  White  river  to 
the  St.  Frani'is,  liAViii;;  ln*.|ii''iit  skinni-jli^M,  but  m»*t  no  foroe  o\'  th«'  enemy 
worth  special  ni»Mitii>n.  <  )u  tin*  l:-t  of  Octob»T,  th«»  intantry  (>t^  this  briga<le 
having  i>'*t'ii  onlfn'tl  to  Mi^s  >uri,  w-j  wcr«»  transterred  to  th«^  Third  brigade, 
Fourtli  division. 

**Capt.  Tuouiis  J.  Taylor,  of  Company  I,  died  on  the  -Mth  dayof  July,  on 
board  tt-raimr  Silv«'r  Moon,  wliilf  ( n  ron'U'  homi>on  furlonirh.  He  was  buried 
at  Cain).  During;  tli-*  iii  m\\\<  ot  rSeptiMubiT,  O'tob'rand  November,  we  con- 
tinued on  at:v«»  f[\Vy,  trav-l -d  several  hundn'd  mile-*,  captured  many  pris- 
oners, and  l»rau;,nit.  in  a  1  irire  iiuuiIhm-  of  horst's  ami  othtT  valuable  property. 

**  On  .>eptr'ini>t'r  2  ►lli  tlw*  P't;iun'nt  formeil  a  part  of  2,<J*K)  cavalry  under  Col. 
Bussey,  inariliiri«;  wi'li  <  i»Mi.  llov.'v's  «'\pf.>ilition  against  Arkansas  Po.^t.  The 
movt'iii-.Mit  w.H  a  f.iiiur.'.  «»\viii'^  to  tin*  low  wat-T  prrventing  llovey's  trans- 
ports aijil  iul'aut  y  i:  k\v^  up  Wiiif.TivtT,  but  th'»  ravalry  ha<l  a  sev«'n»  time  of 
it,  iiiiri.hin.r  turo:i_:li  nu-''r.i'.»li.'  ^'wanips,  in  inu  1  and  darkip-ss,  with  cold 
rams  and  t  »r  two  d.iy-i  Wit iio.it  a  bit"  to  »Mt. 

"On  tu.'  l'»'li  Mt  January,  l**»'«:l.  th«*  army  untl'T  <icn.  (iorman  einbarkt»d 
for  Wliit*  riv.-L"  t<i|-  iii.'  pirp  ►■"•  otCipturinif  Littli'  K  kI:. 

*■  \V''  \v.M"  ..r  I'D'  I  t»  LT .  Nvitli  tip'  army  and  wi'p»  nuly  to  march,  but  the 
orl'p*  1  w  I- .  •  i:if"i  iu  I'll  •  I,  »'■'■.  15U':^■■y  liiviii;:  l'«.' -n  a"»■^lJ;Il■^l  to  the  coin- 
ni.in-l  "I  Hi"  'i.-tri  t  ut  l-.i-t'Tu  Ark.in-a'.* 

••  .\l.ij.  Will.  i\  hr.iK  •  ill-  1  »'f  di-M-'''»ntii.''Jlthof  Xovi'inb-T,  after  which 
til'*  P'^'im-'i.t  w.i^  ..)Mi:nm  1"  1  .M.ij-  '^  H.  1*.  S.-o»t.  Durinir  th«'  w.nter  we 
\vp'  riiuMj  '  I  ^''  '  iMuu'  w.jIi  m:  111-'  •tniL:  any  i-  uisi.l.T.ibl-'  torr.;  of  tli'MMu'iny, 
untd  111"  "•'!!  "f  M  iifii.  \vii"u  w.'  ro  it«'il  .i  h'Ik'I  foii'i'  n«Mr  Ma'li.s«)n,  .Xrkan- 
•»a-,  t-apiuinu'  .1  iriiub  r  of  priMjU'-rs.     Oil  tii«.'  Itli  of  April,  Lieut.  Niblack, 
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Company  D,  with  25  men  charged  into  Madison,  killed  and  wounded  a  num- 
IxT  and  captured  »5G  prisoners.  The  remainder  of  the  rebel  force,  over  100 
Btron^,  was  driven  off.  In  the  charg^e,  Lieut.  Niblack  was  severely  wounded. 
AH  that  spring,  and  until  in  Jane,  the  command  had  been  engag^ed  in  scout- 
ing or  else  working  on  the  defenses  of  Helena.  Nothing  of  importance 
transpired. 

**  Wo  had  now  been  at  Helena  eleven  months.  Col.  Bussey  had  made  fre- 
quent requests  to  be  sent  to  Vicksburg,  then  the  scene  of  Gen.  Grant *8 
operdtioni4,  but  was  unsuccessful  until  the  4th  of  June,  when  he  received 
orders  to  embark  on  transports  and  report  to  Gen.  Grant  We  arrived 
at  Snyder's  Bluffs  on  the  8th.  Col.  Bussey  was  appointed  chief  of  cavalry 
by  Maj.  Gen.  Sherman  and  assumed  command  ot  all  the  cavalry  forces. 
The  rebel  army  under  Joe.  Johnston  was  concentrating  on  the  line  of  the 
Big  Black.  From  the  day  we  arrived  at  Snyder's  Bluffs  until  the  sur- 
render of  Vicksburg,  wo  were  in  the  saddle  night  and  day,  scouting  the 
country  along  the  Big  Black  to  Mechanicsburg  and  watching  the  fords  and 
ferries  (m  that  stream.    Tho  weather  was  excessively  hot. 

"  On  the  5th  we  received  orders  to  accompany  Gen.  Sherman^s  army,  then 
moving  to  attack  Joe  Johnston;  crossed  the  Big  Black  on  the  6th,  and  on 
the  8th  encountered  tho  rebel  Gen.  Jackson's  cavalry  division.  We  were  tho 
advance  and  charged  the  enemy  several  times,  driving  him  several  miles. 
W«i  were  (»ngag<id  with  the  enemy  almost  every  day  until  the  16th,  during 
which  time  w  j  travt*l»'d  :300  miles,  visited  Calhoun.  Batter*ri  Bluffs,  Vernon 
and  otht?r  points.  We  arrived  at  Keokuk  about  the  29th  of  January',  where 
we  were  detaint>d  almost  in  sight  of  our  houses  more  than  two  weeks,  wait- 
ing to  be  mustered  out.  Wo  were  furloughed  on  the  12th  of  February,  and 
on  the  12th  of  March  were  in  rendezvous  again  at  Keokuk.  During  tho 
thirty  days  TOO  nii/n  w«'re  enlisted  for  our  regiment. 

*  •  \Ve  recei  veil  orders  to  report  at  Memphis,  Tennessee.  Col.  Bussey  having 
b«»en  promoted,  we  l-ft  St.  Louis  under  command  of  Lt-Col.  H.  C.  Caldwell, 
who  was  commissioned  colonel  on  the  4th  of  May,  1864.** 

To  (UtMiu  Lowe,  a  ciptain  of  the  Third  cavalry,  the  writer  is  indebted  for 
some  valu.iljle  m*Mnoranda  of  the  regiment,  furnished  to  tho  atljutant  general 
of  the  state.  The  writer  of  the  first  part  of  the  regiment's  history  is  not 
known,  though  the  memoranda  are  correct. 

OUNTOWN. 

On  the  lOtli  of  .lime  occurred  tho  disastrous  fiorht  at  Guntown,  in  Missis- 
sippi, Cion.  Sturgis  having  led  a  force  of  5,000  infantry  and  3,000  cavalry  out 
from  Memphis  to  me^'t  Korrost.  Guntown  is  100  miles  or  more  southeast  of 
MfMn|>his  .md  on  the  Mobile  railroad.  Gen.  Grierson  led  the  two  brigO'les 
of  union  ('  ivdlry  and  on  that  hot  day  in  June  his  advance  struck  tho  f  jn'ed 
of  (i*'n.  KoiTt'st,  wt'll  posted  on  a  long,  semi-circular  ri<lgn  with  open  fields 
hlo[)ing  in  ii\m\.  of  him,  and  at  their  edge  a  nearly  impassable  creek.  Tho 
<:av.ilry  at  awv  lx«i:aine  actively  and  desperately  engaged,  and  word  was 
i;entf«)r  iiie  infantry,  live  miles  behind,  to  hurry  up.  Sturgis  rushe<l  the 
men  turwanl,  and,  like  Banks  at  Pleasant  Hill,  sent  his  wagon  trains  to  tho 
front.  It  is  said  tliat  no  attempt  at  gon»'raUhip  was  thought  of  by  Sturgis— 
no  Hankini:.  no  d<'inOM>(trations,  no  anything,  exeept  tho  hurling  of  a  lot  of 
f!xhaiistt'>l  m<'ti  into  battle  without  phm  or  ord'?r.  The  cavalry  did  its  best,  and 
nossiiily  th.:  iiitantry  did  the  same  for  a  little  while,  but  after  the  cavalrv 
had  Ixen  \vLth<lrav\'i>,  the  infantry  wa<»  routod  and  tho  whole  command  fell 
back  with  lo-i-<  of  trains  and  prisoners,  and,  as  far  as  tho  commander  was 
coni!ern»*.l,  with  io-s  of  h«mor.  Th'3  whole  army  return»^l  to  Memphis,  and 
had  it  not  bfi-n  for  the  gallantry  of  Winslow's  cavalry  brigade,  it  would  have 
iH'en  wiiolly  li*-t.  I'll, it  hrigadt'.  comprising  the  Thirl  and  Fourth  Iowa, and 
Ti'ptli  Missouri  cavalry,  had  nut  only  fought  splendidly  in  the  battle,  n*sist« 
inLT  d.'<p'nit"  cli.ir;;'s.  hut  it  was  the  savior  of  the  army  on  the  disastztms 
ii'tii'at.     It  was  the  oiily  organized  body  in  all  Sturgis's  flying  forces.     It 
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twice  repulsed  the  eaemy  in  the  in.iin  conflict,  and  fired  the  List  grun  in  the 
retreat.  For  tifty-fonr  hourn  the  men  had  been  in  the  saddle,  fi^htinfc  the 
Ipreuter  part  of  the  time  without  fora^  for  their  horses,  or  food  for  them- 
selves. Col.  John  W.  Noble  led  the  Tuird  Iowa,  and  with  a  trallantry  only 
eqaalieil  by  the  hard  fiifhtinf?  men  of  his  command.  The  Fourth  Iowa  wai 
leu  by  Maj.  A.  K.  Pierce,  both  regiments  showing  a  dejrreo  of  endurance, 
pluck  and  valor  that  reflected  credit  on  the  state.  At  Ripley,  on  the  retreat, 
the  Third  wa.;)  ag^ain  under  severe  fin;  and  bravely  resisted  superior  numbers 
of  the  victorious  rebt^l  army,  checking  and  defeatin^c  them.  In  this  en- 
ooanter  Lieut.  Miller  of  Company  I)  was  slain,  with  sevend  of  the  enlisted  men. 
'Ilie  Fourth  re^^iment  also  foug^ht  at  Ripley,  and  enabled  the  infantry  to 
exape. 

The  Third  Iowa  lost  some  6)  or  70  men  in  the  unfortunate  czp'^dition, 
and  the  Fourth  Iowa  possibly  as  many,  the  only  feature  that  redeemed 
the  expedition  from  distrrace  lieinMr  the  heroism  of  Winslow's  britnult.'  of  cav- 
alry. Lieut.  McKee  and  Capt.  Carkendall  were  mentioned  for  bravery. 
Reuben  Delay  was  wounded.  Scarcely  Wiis  the  brif^ade  in  camp  at  Mem- 
phis before  it  was  ordered  to  march  against  Forrest  a^^in,  this  time  with  the 
expedition  of  (len.  A.  J.  Smith  to  Tupelo.  This  time  they  marched  to  vic- 
tonr.  A  narrative  of  the  battle  is  j^iven  elsewhere.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  at 
Oldtown,  the  day  aft«T  Tupelo,  the  Third  cavalry,  in  a  splendid  charipc  under 
CoL  Noble,  won  new  laurels  for  itself  and  th«i  state.  The  Fourth  cavalry 
also  joined  in  the  honors  of  the  victory.  Maj.  Duffieid,  Captains  Crail, 
Brown,  McCrary  and  .lohnson  wer»>  sp»Kiallv  mentioneil  for  pralumtry. 

On  the  '2d  of  Sept«*ml)or.  Maj.  Uenj.  S.  Jones,  with  500  officers  and  men, 
crossed  over  the  Mississippi  to  Brownsville  and  marched  m  pursuit  of  Price, 
who  was  afrain  invading;  .Missouri.  After  a  lonj;  march  to  Cape  Girardeau, 
the  command  (as  a  p.irt  of  the  army  led  by  Gen.  Mower)  took  steamers  and 
went  up  to  St.  Louis,  and  a^ain  marched  up  the  Missouri  valley  for  Independ- 
ence. The  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry  and  the  Tenth  Missouricavalry  were  with  them 
and  the  thret)  rej^iiuents  formed  the  bri^fivde  led  by  Col.  Winslow.  The  whole 
command  joined  G»*n.  Ploa^onton  near  Independenc*  just  as  an  enor.iNrement 
was  M^>inv:  on.  1 1  was  at  once  le*!  into  the conlli«rt  and  f«)ajcht  till  t«»n  th  it  nicrht, 
driving  the  enemy  fi)r  M.?v«*ral  miles  into  Kansas.  Actinir  Adjt  Jas.  II.  Watts 
was  mortally  woun<l»'d  in  tlie  action.  Early  tin?  next,  mornin^r  was  foujfht  the 
battleof  the  **  Bi^  Hiui'."  rih»«'n»Mny  Wiusstronijly  postt>d, and  re^ist'Mlthi* union 
attack,  when  Col.  \Vin>:luw  led  his  brisrade  in  a  ma(;niti<^mt  ch;ir^e  that 
drove  the  euiMiiy,  and  n-sulted  in  the  captun^  ot"  spver.il  battle  flajfs,  prison- 
ers and  tn)plii»'S  of  vi«'t.ory.  The  gallant  colonel  was  himself  wounded  in 
the  chargpe.  Th**  Third  I«)\v.i  lost  nearly  2<)  men.  A  swift  and  terribl«.»  pursuit 
of  the  enemy  was  nia«l»»  and  on  the  moniin}^  of  the  *2'»th.  Winslow's  brigade, 
now  le.l  by  C-il.  IJiMiton,  and  m  the  ailvance  of  Curtif>'s  pursuiui^  army, 
ohar^eil  on  and  routed  a  «<troni^  foroj  from  its  ch'vcn  |)04ition.  It  had  bet*n 
a  fine  rharj^e  and  it  al)out  ende«l  the  can*er  of  Price's  tlyin^f  army.  Many 
tfuns,  fla:^  and  priM>n.Ts  w«'r».»  taki^i.  **  They  are  iflorious  tDops,"  said  Gen. 
rkm-jont'm  in  an  olfiv:ial  p-^port.  **  No  trjops  could  win  a  prouder  record  for 
themselves." 

In  tht»  tMniDaiirn  th«^  Tliinl  i-avalrv  lost  nearlv  .")')  m'*n.  In  the  last  batth*, 
known  .IS  th"  iMltN'  u{  O-i.i"^'',  LVivat*  James  Uunlavy,  of  tlie  Third  Iowa 
ruvalry.  (Mptiiri'd  Marmidiiki',  a  n'lu'l  m.ijor  t^Mvral,  sini,d«*  hui'l'^l.  Ho 
Tfccive  I  for  tii*  lnavi>  .l-s'il  many  tok«»ns  of  honor  fnim  hi^  f«'!low  soldiers, 
whil«*  «'iti',  '11^  ot'  Fort  St-utt  pr'^Mite  1  him  a  <'.ls-*  t»t'  ivory-h  ui  ll'd  revolv»»rs. 
\h»  was  a  l»r.iv.*  l«>wa  l>  >y.  and  his  a<*t  had  ri'<iiiiri'l  wiv*  and  ('0'irair«'. 
S♦M■;X^  *'.  M.  V'Jin.:  tiptiir«'l  (Jen.  (\ib*ll  «»n  th"  -  iiii  •  lutti*'  ti"ld.  M.i^j. 
,li.>n»'-.  w!io  [."l  iii«'  r.'^MU'Mir,  s|»»;v  •  «»f  t-v.-rv  in  m  an-l  .'ilii'  t  of  hi-*  command 
as  d'-s-'iviiij"  ii  mor  t'i»r  tli"  la'np.iiurn.  \Vhil»'  M  t.f.  Joii-'-i  an  1  his  •V)^|  m».*n 
wer«*  r-'tiii iiiii„'  fi«)ni  chasin-.^  IVi-**  ^it  of  Mi>*"Viri,  ih"  PMuaininir  poi"- 
lioM  ot  t!i'»  I'mu'iI  rivalry  tin- 1  t  ('  »1.  V  t'l..*  w.T.'f.ikin.:  pirt  in  an  expedition 
air.iin-t  til'*  M.joih'  railroad  tin-l  t  ^l^l••^"^  m  throa^^h  Mi-Jsi'i^ippi.  Tn-.-ie  was 
litth*  hard  }i.;li!iii;,'  -m  the  way,  bat  the  amount  of  property  and  stores  for 
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war  (It'.-troyed  by  tli«>  Tliirrl  cavalry  w.ia  very  f^reat.    The  raid  proved  as 
useful  to  the  union  ciusc  as  a  ^oat  bat  Me  would  have  done. 

By  th»»  first  of  tli»»  new  year,  18G'».  the  two  parts  of  the  regiment  had 
united  at  Louisville,  and  were  at  once  remounted  and  newlv  equipped  to 
take  part  in  tli»;  last  campaiirn  of  the  war,  the  >? i-eat  **  raid  "  of  Geo.  Wilson. 
Four  re^'ioieut.^  of  Iowa  cavalry  took  part  in  this  campaign — one  of  the 
most  import mt  and  daring  cavalry  camjpAi};ns  narnited  in  history.  It  com- 
menced at  Ka'^tport,  on  the  Tenne8soe  river,  on  March  21, 1865,  and  ended  at 
Macon  with  the  elo^^n  of  the  war.  Tlie  distiince  marched  by  the  column  was 
not  less  tliau  GOO  miles,  and  on  its  way  the  swift  riding  army,  14,000  strong, 
took  not  less  than  seven  fortiGed  towns,  mostly  by  assault;  captured  more 
than  10)  cannon,  burned  •S'X),000  bales  of  cotton,  then  worth  fifty  millions  of 
lollars;  destrovt'd  railroails,  bridges,  factories  and  army  stor&s  beyond  com- 
putation in  value;  c.iptui-cd  thousands  of  prisoners  and  left  Alabama  a  desolar 
^ion  and  a Wiuste.  In  all  this  wonderful  campaii^n  the  Iowa  cjivalry  regiments 
tx)re  an  honor.ible  and  a  conspicious  part.  The  Third,  Fourth  ana  Fifth 
ri>giments  were  in  Upton*d  division;  the  Eighth  in  the  division  of  McCook. 
The  first  r^sibtaneeof  the  enemy  was  not  far  from  Montovallo,  where  the  Third 
Iowa  made  a  fine  charge  on  the  Keb3ls.  fighting  with  sabres  and  at  close 
[quarters,  di'feating  th»Mn  and  driving  them  from  the  field.  Beyond  Maplesvillo 
inother  stand  was  mide  by  tlie  It(^belH,  and  again  the  Third  Iowa  charged 
md  drove  them  in  retreat.  Captains  Arnim  and  Drown  and  Color  Sergt. 
John  Wall  were mnitioned  fi)r  gallantry  by  Col.  Noble,  leading  the  regi- 
ment. Lieut.  Veatch  was  wounded  in  the  engagement.  Ten  men  were 
(voundi'd  and  17  hDrscs  were  killed  or  wounded,  but  the  Thini  Iowa  had  pur. 
the  fam  »us  Kebel,  Forrest,  on  the  run.  Sclma  was  the  next  important  to*vn 
:aptured.  and  its  long  lines  of  fortifications  were  taken  by  assault,  the  Third 
ind  Fourth  Iowa  being  at  the  front  in  the  conflict.  Led  by  Gen.  Wilson 
in  ncr-on,  two  whole  divisions  charged  on  the  works,  and  in  an  hour  Selma 
ina  its  v.ist  stop's,  ammunition  and  prisoners  were  in  the  union  hands. 
The  city  uf  Mont^'oiU'^ry  next  fell  without  a  blov,  and  Iowa  cavalry  rode 
throui;h  the  stre^'ts  of  the  Confederacy's  first  capital  with  banners  flying  and 
bugles  .sounding.  In  a  few  days  the  city  of  Columbus,  with  iti  strong  fortifi- 
?ation-«  and  w<Ml  m.mned  b.itteries,  was  attack^Ml,  and  Winslow*8  brigade  of 
tlie  Third  antl  Fourth  Iowa  and  the  Tenth  .Missouri,  made  the  principal 
ii^sault.  It  was  April  IGth.  The  resistance  made  against  the  first  attick  of 
the  union  lin-^  had  hcMi  severe,  ami  late  that  evening  six  companies  of  the 
Thirtl  I'>wa  wtTe  dismounted,  led  to  the  right  of  the  n?bel  works,  and 
i>r-lert'<l  to  assault  the  intrenchments  and  a  battery.  In  the  darkness,  and 
over  rou'^'h  and  unknown  ground ,  the  line  advanced  with  a  chivr  and  took  the 
'jxiit'T  W'»rks.  '*()ar  only  guide  in  that  darkness,'*  said  Col.  Xoble,  *'was  the 
ll.ish  ;upI  roirof  th«M'n»*niy*sguns.'*  A  charge  by  a  part  of  the  Tenth  Missouri 
i-avalry  t  >  a  bridge  ne  ir  by  only  n^sulted  in  a  ti"rct?r  fire  on  the  Iowa  l)jys,  but 
th*>y  \i"l\  tlieir  ground,  and  shortly  another  advance  ov^r  luMvy  abatis,  and  a 
lo:lu'*'ni«'nt  was  gainivl  in  the  works  fl  inking  the  Uittery.  It  Wtis  now  short 
work.  Of  hi  T  troops  of  the  brigade  were  charging  in,  th»*  Uittery  fl  ig  and  nm- 
ner-*  of  tli-?  g.irri«i'»n  w^'re  t.ik»Mi  by  H)niJ  ol"  Iho  Third  Iowa,  aiidsliortly  the 
p  )-ition  was  in  th«'  union  ban  Is.  Iji»Mit.  Ft)rk»'r  was  the  first  inside  the  fort. 
The  littlir  (ominand  lost  the  g.dlant  Lieut.  Milli'r  and  J  enlisted  men  killed 
an  I  17  woiin  le  l.  Columbus  was  tak"n,  and  the  sui>erior  offic^^rs  of  the  army 
pronoun,  f,  I  i\u>  j^allunt  rliarge  of  the  Thinl  Iowa  as  h»*roio  antl  worthy  of  all 
pr.ii.-*'.  For  its  S'-rvi-fs,  and  as  a  mark  of  distinction,  C)l.  Xoble,  with  his 
gaM.int  i"L,'iiU'nt.  w.i-  >.»-lirt-il  by  »l»'n.  Win«<l«jw  as  provost  guani  for  the 
rjtv  iinl  wilt  i»n  duty  tli«'  •*ii'iii»  night  of  the  assault.  The  comluct  of  the 
Til  in  I  \v  -ii  it  irnvit  li<i'i-ir  and  thi>  rharg'^  was  th«>  more  noticeable,  as  it  was 
tin*  1 1'f  '  .iv.iiiy  ti'jlit  .it"  tli»»  w.ir.  On  the 'Jlst  of  April  the  riviiu*?nt  reacheil 
M.i'oti  \Mtli  til"  r-'-t  «if  th'' t'xp'ilitioniry  fon-es.  ami  JH'nt  li*arned  that  th«» 
crn>'l  \v  ir  lii't  r  )iii  ■  t  >  an  i.'iid.  It  was  shortly  miist»'ivd  out  ami  rt;ai:hed 
lit.i.iii- mi  til"  I'ltli  nf  M.iy.  Its  l.iht  rampaign  had  b(*t*n  its  most  glorious. 
(.'ol.  N'.i  .1".  wli )  lia  I -o  gallantly  l-'d  tue  n*^iment  through  all  its  recent 
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victories  (rave  just  praise- to  his  subordinate  officers,  and  among^  the  specially 
mentioned  were  the  namos  of  Captains  McKee  and  Wilson;  Private  Tibbetts 
who  captured  a  battery  flaff  at  Columbus,  Lt.-Col.  Jones,  Lieut.  Crawford 
and  the  faithful  chaplain,  James  W.  Latham. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry, 


COL03fELM. 


MAJORS. 


Crnu  BoAMy. 
BT.  C.  Caltlwvll. 
J.  W.  Noble. 

LISUT.   COLOMKLB. 

H.  H.  Trlinbl«*. 
H.  C.  Caldwell. 
J.  W.  Noble. 
G.  DuiBold. 
B  8.  Jones. 

Battalion  Quarttr- 

D.  E.  Jone^ 
O.  W.  NewoU. 
H.  H.  Hand. 


C.  H.  Perry. 
U.  C.  Caldwell. 
W.  C.  Drake. 
Q.  Duffleld. 
O.  H.  P.  8cott. 
J.  W.Noble. 
<;.  C.  Mudxett. 
O.  8.  Jonen. 
J.  C.  McCrary. 
P.  U.  Walker. 
0.  A.  Stanton. 
Q.  Curkendall. 

ADJ17TANT8. 

J.  W.  Noble. 
Olenn  Lowe. 


■UBOxova. 


OBAFLADri. 


D.  L.  MoOotfln. 

Pearl  P.  InKftlls. 

a.  W.  Carter. 

M.  B.  Wayman. 

AWT.  suaoBOHa. 

J.  W.  Latham. 

C.  C.  Riser. 

QUABTsmiuaTHa. 

Wm.  L.  Orr. 

T.  8.  Wright. 

F.  M.  Warford. 

Eooa  T.  Cole. 

T.  J.  MaxwelL 

T.  D.  Johnson. 

S.  Whltten, 
J.  D.  Gray. 

Battalion  AdjutanU. 

Commlttaty. 

a  L.  Miller. 
J.  IHTonport. 

T.  H.  Brown. 

H.  D'B.  Catler. 

Q.  Lowe. 

FOURTH    IOWA   CAVALRY. 

Tub  Fourth  Iowa  was  one  of  the  distinguished  cavalrv  regiments 
of  the  WosL  It  was  fortunate  in  having  a  great  part  of  its  service 
under  a  splendid  commander.  The  first  colonel  did  not  remain  long  with 
the  regiment,  and  when  the  command  passed  into  the  hands  of  Edward  F. 
Winslow,  there  commenced  for  the  Fourth  cavalry  a  record  for  valor,  hard 
riding  and  brave  tii^hting  that  was  not  surpa^tsed  oy  any  body  of  horsemen 
in  the  We.^t.  Winslow  commanded  these  brave  men  either  as  their  colonel 
or  iis  the  leader  of  their  brigade  to  the  close  of  the  war.  Whatever  com- 
mand WinHlow  might  hiip()en  to  have,  this  was  his  regiment.  His  history 
and  its  history  are  ono.  if  the  regiment  g<un«*d  honor,  so  did  he;  if  Wins- 
low  won  a  battlt',  the  Fourth  regim«»nt  was  always  at  the  front  and  helped 
wear  the  laurcU.  He  was  loved  by  his  soldiers,  and  shared  with  them  the 
hanl  maR'h,  th«;  iierce  eneounter,  or  the  last  cracker.  His  brigade  was  a 
lii^hting  brigade,  and  was  as  well-known  among  the  cavalry  of  the  West  as 
was  Crojker's  Iowm  brigade  among  the  infantry.  If  a  hard  march  were  on 
hand,  or  a  battle  \o  be  t'ouiLrht  at  the  fiont,  Wins1ow*s  men  would  be  there. 

The  youni;  man  who  recruited  a  company  of  horsemen  at  Mt  Pleasant, 
Oskaloo<ia  and  Octiimwa  in  \^\,  came  out  of  the  war  a  brevet  brigivdier 
general,  with  the  rejiutation  of  a  good  patriot,  tx  brave  soldier  and  a  splendid 
civ.ilry  comiiiandi'r;  and  his  i*egiment  sliared  his  honors  with  him,  for  they 
hail  hel|)od  to  win  them  with  their  own  sabn^.  It  was  in  November,  1S61,  that 
th»*  revjiment  was  mustered  into  the  siTvice  at  its  rendezvous  of  Camp  Harlan 
at  Mt.  ri'Ms.mt.  It  spent  the  winter  then?  learning  the  art  of  war,  and 
w»'nt  to  th»'  front  with  the  army  of  Curtis  in  Missouri,  in  March  of  1862. 
That  summer  ot  H»VJ  was  not  a  summer  of  glory  for  our  regiment,  though 
there  was  abundant  hanl  marching,*  arduous  reconnoitering  with  the  usual 
l)rop.irtion  of  skirmi^h'M  and  running  combats,  witlj  h»*r»>  and  there  a  man 
sh'>t  d'Ml,  or  h.ilt'  a  do/.Mi  w);mle<l.  Oi't-Mi  in  detachments  chasing  th^ 
rncmy,  n»Mrly  always  oatiranilM'iV'l,  constantly  at  the  front  and  the  post  of 
il.in.i:«'r.  tin'ir  camps  l>at  l»ivoiia!:-^,  sarpri-*»*s  l>y  day  and  niirht  by  guerrillas 
trigiitfiilly  fre<i'H'nt,  and  tiw  «ry  "to  arms"  a  familiar  Kound— this  was  cav- 
alry \i\'>*.  of  tu«*  um»n  army  in  Mi.-'-'niri  an  I  Ark.in<as  in  H'JJ.  Battle's 
/langiT-*  and  !i)at'  .»f  b  ittW-'s  glory.  Tiie  Fourth  cavalry  experienced  it  all. 
That  b-uium'T  tli'*y  mad*?,  with  Curtis,  tiie  extraordinarily  hard  march  from 
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southwesbfirn  Missiourl  throui^h  Arkansas  afliuinst  Little  Rock,  and  nearly  to 
tliat  capital,  and  th(;ncc  to  Helena  on  the  Mississippi  river.  It  was  a  march 
Duforioa!)  tor  its  hardships,  and  the  biirrenness  of  its  results.  A  whole  win- 
ter's rest  c  iiuc  to  the  rot^iinsnt  that  winter,  but  a  kind  of  rest  more  weari- 
some, and  almost  as  danj^rous  as  active  campaigning  in  the  field.  Helena 
in  Arkansas  ha^  a  thousand  times  been  voted  by  the  union  soldiers  the  most 
disagreeable  and  heaven-forsaken  place  in  Dixie.  A  winter's  stay  there  on  hard 
K^uard  and  scoutin;^  duty,  with  wretched,  murky  weather,  the  hospitals 
i^rowdcd,  the  roads  lioltomless  in  mud,  caused  ^reat  discouragement  and  dis- 
content, and  thinned  the  ranks  rapidly.  No  cuance  for  war's  ezcitementi, 
And  the  transport^)  passing  down  the  river  daily  bearing  otliers  to  the  front, 
in<l  to  the  glory  of  victory;  all  this,  made  a  winter  in  Helena  anything  but  a 
soldier's  rest. 

The  early  May  days  of  1863  saw  the  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry  taking  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  Grant*s  great  campaign  against  Vicksburg.  From  Port 
iibson  to  Jackson  it  was  the  advance  guard,  noiding  a  post  of  honor  in  the 
front  of  Sherman's  corp*,  while  from  Jackson  to  Vicksburg,  it  was  the  rear 
;;uard  of  the  whole  army,  keeping  back  its  pursuers.  It  was,  until  long 
liter  Vicksburg  was  invested,  the  only  regiment  of  cavalry  in  this  army, 
xnd  was  in  a  state  of  incessant  activity,  under  the  daily  urgent  calls  for  cav- 
ilry  service.  A  brilliant  contrast  to  that  winter  at  Helena!  At  last  the 
r»;giment  was  doing  work  that  would  tell — work  that  even  the  humblest  sol- 
litT  m  it  could  see  the  need  of  and  the  value  of;  and  although  for  two 
months  there  was  no  day  of  rest  or  comfort,  and  almost  no  night  undis- 
turbed, the  mtm  kept  at  it  with  untiring  energy  and  perfect  zeal— always  on 
Lhe  outposts  durin^^  tho  march  and  during  the  sieg..',  and  always  scouting, 
reconnoitering,  picketing,  patrolling,  raiding  or  foraging  in  the  enemy's 
jonntry. 

During  the  siege,  the  regiment,  for  the  first  time,  received  suitable  car- 
i)ines,  ant  I  ent'.'nMl  bravely  into  all  the  maneuvers  for  keeping  Pemberton  in 
Vicksburg  and  Johnston  out  Kighteen  months  of  the  regiment's  history 
wi'd;  gone— months  ()f  great  hardships  and  scant  honors,  liut  now  a  new 
L'ra  had  coiii<*.  Maj.  Winslow  was  made  its  colonel,  and  with  his  splendidly 
trained  troopers  soon  mai-cheil  to  the  music  of  great  events.  The  regiment 
took  part  in  the  second  Jackson  campaign,  and  until  the  close  of  tho^'ear 
H<>^t.  engaged  in  numerous  imix)rtant  expeditions  anii  raids  in  Mississippi, 
tiotably  thi;  ow  from  Vicksburg  to  Memphis,  in  August,  in  which  great  loss 
Df  proi)ertv  and  army  transportation  was  inflicted  on  the  enemy.  In  Sep- 
ti'mber,  XVin^Iow  was  appointed,  by  Gen.  Sherman,  chief  of  cavalry,  and 
i^iven  command  of  the  cavalry  forces  of  the  Fifteenth  army  corps,  com- 
pri'^ing  live  reifim«*nts. 

February  of  Hi)!  saw  the  regiment  on  the  Meridian  campaign  with  Gen. 
Sherman.  ltwasn)wa  ''veteran*'  command,  the  regiment  having  been 
the  tirst  to  re-(»nlist  from  Iowa. 

Soint' of  til'*  hard<-^t  rnling  in  that  or  any  campiiign  was  done  by  Com- 
pany F,  which,  on  om*  occasion.  undt>r  special  orders  from  Gen.  Sherman, 
dnl  its  ^  )  mil»'s  ill  a  siiiL^le  night,  starting  at  4  i*.  M.  and  stopping  at  8  A.  M. 

Kiioriii)us  daiiiii;'*  was  done  to  railroads  and  property  on  this  raid,  and 
tin-  r.ivalry  hkirmi-h»'  i  with  the  enemy  daily,  for  l-">0  miles.  Winslow  cora- 
iiiaiidi*  I  tlit^  cavalry  toro's  of  the  Fifteenth  army  corps  in  this  raid,  and  the 
r";;iiii«"nt  was  bark  to  Vicksburg  by  March  1st. 

l»uriiig  the  Viik«<i).irg  sif^,-,  the  n»giment  had  more  than  one  conflict 
wiih  til*'  U>rb«*U  at  (iiant's  rear.  On  ttie  12 2d  of  June,  a  detachment  of  115 
men  uiidr'r  Maj.  Park'.dl,  who  W(;r«)  disin  >untei  and  en<;aged  in  felling  trees 
to  olis»rii:t  a  road,  wi-re  suddenly  charg  hI  from  their  rear  by  a  body  of  some 
t')0 )  r<'l)  1  c.iv.ilry.  wiij  had  made  a  dasli  betweim  them  and  their  camp.  Tlie 
detaciiiii»?:it  g  >t  to  th*'Ir  horses,  all  who  could,  and  fought  in  desperation, 
bit  W'Tt'  <i  li.kly  ov.'rp )wen? I  and  routed,  with  a  loss  of  moi-o  than  a  thini 
of  tii--;r  niiujT  in  killt»l,  w.):inL'd  and  captured.  The  detachment  from 
C  )iiiI>.LUj'  A  SI  >;;•'.'  h'i  in  forming  in  tim*.*  to  resist  the  first  charge,  and  did 
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it  at  a  cost  of  8  men  killed  out  of  iis  24.     Lieut.  Gunincr  of  Company  K 
was  Idlied,  and  Lieut.  MotJonuelley  of  Company  1  was  captured. 

Immediately  after  the  Meridiim  raid,  tho  veterans  of  the  ref^ment  Htartod 
home  on  furlough. 

In  May,  Lt.-Col.  Petcrn  led  the  rcf^imcnt  on  a  raid  from  Memphin  in 
search  of  Forrest,  and  by  June  the  disastrous  expedition  under  Gen.  Stur^fis 
toGuntown  was  under  way.  In  this  movement,  Winslow  led  a  hriffade  of 
the  Third  and  Fourth  Iowa  and  Tenth  Missouri  cavalry.  The  one  other 
brigade  was  led  by  Col.  Waring?,  and  Grierson  commanded  tho  cavalry  a»l- 
umn.  Gen.  Sturgis  was  an  officer  of  the  n»gular  army,  but,  as  it  turned  out, 
was  utterly  inconii)et(mt  to  command  in  the  field.  At  Guntown,  the  cavalry 
in  advance  met  and  engaged  the  enemy  in  overwhelming  numbers,  rtMisting 
two  or  three  severe  charges.  The  infantry  wj\s  miles  behind ;  the  day  was 
tropically  hot,  but  Sturgis,  mstead  of  onlering  his  cavalry  to  fall  back  and 
wait  for  help,  ordered  them  to  fight  on  and  at  the  same  time  rushed  his 
infantry  thrua^li  two  miles  of  swamp  and  through  five  or  ten  miles  of  du^t}' 
roads  and  awtul  heat  to  the  front.  Many  fell  by  the  way,  sunstruck  or  ex- 
hausted, and  none  were  fit  for  battle  on  renohing  the  ground.  Then  came 
the  blunder  practit^d  by  Banks  at  Pleasant  liill.  Sturgis  s«mt  his 
enormous  wagon  train  up  to  the  front  and  put  the  miry,  one-bridge  streaiu 
behind  him.  He  now  ordennl  Winslow's  cavalry  to  tall  back  a  little  and 
wait  for  further  onler:<,  where,  without  permission  to  disturb  the  enemy's 
flanks,  and  not  permitted  to  move,  the  cavalrymen  could  only  look  on  and 
witness  Sturgis  hurl  his  exhaustcil  infantry  on  to  tho  fresh,  strong  column  of 
the  enemy,  and  see  it  Ixiaten  in  detachments.  Waring's  brigade  had  been 
first  repulsed  by  infantry  and  sent  to  tiie  rear  of  tho  army.  Instantly  every- 
thing went  to  pii'cos — in  utter  confusion  every  man  of  the  army,  except 
Winslow's  cavalry,  started  to  the  reiir,  many  doggedly  and  sullenly,  and 
others  on  the  run.  All  Wiis  |>;inic  and  utter  rout,  liatteries  and  trains 
were  being  lost,  and  Sturgis  himself  was  flying  from  the  field.  At  that 
moment  a  regiment  of  colored  men  flung  thems«4ves  across  the  path  of  the 
pursaen  and  with  naked  bayonets  saved  their  flying,  white  comrades  from 
immediate  diMtruction.  Instantly  at  their  side,  too,  fighting  like  them,  were 
two  regiment-s  of  cavalry.  Without  ordt»rs  from  any  gen»*ral  ottit.'er,  tin*  Third 
and  Fourth  Iowa  had  again  dismouutnl  and  formed  on  the  run  in  line  with 
other  of  th»»sp  br.iv«*  ni»Mi.  For  a  while  the  awful  tide  of  the  en«Muy  was 
checked  and  the  army  got  ba.'k  over  the  stn*am.  Still  on  toward  Memphis 
went  the  great  mob,  pursued  by  the  Itelx'ls.  its  rear  protected  by  Wmslow's 
brigade  of  cavalry,  tighting  at  evt>ry  cross  roail  and  vantage  point.  At  Kip- 
l«yi  l>y  a  sever*  struggle  of  Wiuslow's  men,  aided  by  some  colored  troops, 
the  BkCbels  wen'  a^ain  held  in  clitvk,  and  at  la^t,  aftt?r  a  hundred  miles  uis- 
graceful  retreat,  Sturgis,  with  what  was  lr>t>  of  his  (^,000  men,  got  back  to 
Memphis.  In  all  the  dangers,  hardships  and  c^mfiicts  of  the  retreat,  Win- 
slow's two  lou'.i  iv;^nments  had  shown  the  valor  of  tried  veterans.  Without 
them,  Sturgis  and  his  army  would  have  h^^n  de-^troyed  or  wholly  captunni. 
As  it  was,  2M0^)  nitn,  !><  cannon,  and  a  splendid  train  of  200  wagons,  loaded 
with  supplies,  w.ti'  sacrificed  to  the  incompetency  of  the  union  commander. 

The  thanks  Winslow  and  his  bravi^  mt>n  got  from  Gen.  Sturgis,  were  miN- 
representati«ms  of  th»Mr  cjurst?  in  the  battle,  and  their  conduct  on  the  rvtreat. 
Otticers  of  the  i.-umiuand.  however,  wi*re  prompt  to  correct  Sturgis's  false 
accounts  and  to  givi*  to  Wnnlow  th»»  honor  h»»  h;i'l  justly  earnetl — tho  honor 
of  saving  the  army.  A  month  latt*r  Winslow's  nn'ii  went  out  to  fight  Forrest 
again,  but  with  a  very  ditlerent  n*sult.  This  time  the  biittle  was  at  Tupi'lo. 
and  Gen.  A.  .1.  Smith,  not  Sturgis,  was  thr*  Ifadt^r.  \  brilliant  union  victory 
was  won,  and  th**  Iowa  cavalry  tht»re  ilid  its  full  nieaMirt»  of  duty,  and  i>hareil 
in  the  honors  of  tli«*  bueci'sst'ui  ('.K|>*Mlition. 

In  Septt-mb'T  tht»  n*bi'l  (Ji'n.  I*rii-t»  aijain  att'mpt^Ml  to  snatch  the  state  of 
Missouri  out  of  tln^  Union.  Win-Blow's  brigade  and  othi'r  troops  at  Mem- 
phis were  siMit  ag.iinst  him.  Tiif  cavalry  cnxsed  the  Mississippi,  S(*pteuiber 
*id,  marched  to  Little  Kock  to  re-enforce  Gen.  Steele,  and  then  with  an  in- 
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n  and  of  G  n    Mower  to  Cape  Girardeau;  then  « 

f  om  wh  he  y  the  cavalty  marched  out  to  Indcpt 

•14  o  e   ak  ng  and  altacbiiiK  the  eaemy  that  sveolnff.' 
h     h    lut  le  of  Ihe  ■■  Big  Bluo  "  river.  alUcking 
u  hem  out  on  to  an  oppti  prairii',  charifinii 
n    h  s  enKusement  the  pilUnC  (^1.  Wiiwloir 
i     C      BenteeaottheTBLlhMiBaoHcicftvalrytook 
f  the    ngadc.    Two  dayi  later  the  cavaliy  over- 
Ma  e     es  l/7i;nM  river,  viheo  another  viclnry  was 
J   r      J    owa    avalry   charging  a  rebel  force  bavUiK 
n       ne     One    housand  prisoners,  includinK  Geoerala 
U>     w       captured     Five  (»tiaon  and  n^vetal  battle  Qbks 
e  of    he  V   toiy.    Among  the  killed  in  the  Fourth 
P  erce  commandinE.  wai  severely  wounded. 
heae  PiiKajremeuls.  Winglow'B  bnirade  received  the 
n  from  Maj   Gen.  Pleasonton,     "They  are  gloriwu 
n   ng  n  ru  o  dew  No.  II. 

□u  d    n   h  ough  MiMouri,  Arkamaa  and  the  Ini^aJl 

je  n;;     ne  of  eitraordinaiy  marches  and  Citrems 

b    worn  out  little  army,  iti  borrea  all  crippled  or 

L  had  marched  in  the  campaign  2,000  luiloii — 

had  a  lent,  and  wan  often  without  food  for 

fi  <T  nns  aUo  terribly  from  the  bitter  oold 

n  K      □  ain    where  there  was  no  town  or  villaaii  and 

emlje      he  command  went  to  Louisville,  whcni  it 

oi    (frta    e  vii».    Col,  WiubIow,  partially  recov- 

AH    gun  a     he  front  in  command  of  his  RnO  bripide, 

on         houlder.    March  found  tbs  brtgadt^  con- 

u    h^aatport.  Miwicsitipi.  prepimuff  for  Wii- 

o  ambus  and  Macon.    Ibe  bngaoe  wan  omiignod 

Q    UfiU.0   an  officer  of  great  eiperience  and  aiicctMaflil 

Lu  in'eat  y     yarded  by  bia  troops.    The  grand  raid  was  to 

d     h  of  the  Confederacv.  past  the  interior  lines,  put 

and  e  d  ng  depots  o(  the  Soiitli,  through  iliitrtcU  and 

n         n     I    Piure  and  that  bad  never  seen  a  Yanktv  m1- 

w   h  1    000  picked  horsemen,  were  selrct^  for 

H>at  ng  carbines.     It  wa»  a  force  traio'^  to 

n  horseback  or  on  foot.     II  could  nde  bv 

g    ho  besora  of  destruction  inU)  remote  and 

li  m  UQt,  leave  its  honn  brbind  anil  olorm 

u      No  such  equipped  cavalr/  force,  no  fovea 

I  o  Bu  prise  and  dcutfoj  armin  and  town*  in 

fab     o  y     In  that  nitd,  that  army  did  all  its 

g   a  d  with  it,  at  iU  very  front,  Hliarinir  in 

a  u   n  8  from  Iowa— the  Third,  Fourth,  Vtt\ii 

wii  »  men — Window — led  one  of  the  dacfainft 

m     dw      ng  on  the  dclaila  of  that  wonderful 

n  ores    he  akirmiBhei,  the  captnrc*  ft  towni, 

>i!att«bel  cavalty  in  the  South,  the  defeat 

w   of  camps,  the  ifreat  destruction  of  millB 

un    onsofwar.    Some  of  thuse  dL-taiU  have 

k  o    other  regimeaU,  and  the  dmly  rxp«T- 

m  nU  a  that  canipuign.  wuro  tht  cjiiMTicncm 

i       urn    Slaved,  a  iiinsU  brifrade  itoing  aouth- 
m    Q    orce  aouth  toward  Selmn.    On  the 
k  rm  shing  for  a  day  or  two  IWore,  wa« 
C  urcb.  where  Cap IhIdk  Arnitn,  BrowB, 
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o'clock,  found  the  command  surrounding^  the  city  of  Selma  preparinf;  to 
storm  its  fortificationn.  As  soon  as  the  robel  works  on  the  ri^rht  of  the  union 
hne  were  broken,  the  Fourth  cavalry  dashed  at  a  (pillop  down  the  Planters- 
ville  road  on  the  loft  and  charfced  into  the  city,  creating  confusion  in  every 
direction,  while  a  small  portion  of  the  rei^iment,  under  Maj.  W.  w. 
Woods,  had  entered  the  works  at  another  point  on  the  extreme  left,  aiding 
their  comrades  in  securing  1,000  prisoners  and  5  gun;).  Capt.  Eugene  K. 
Jones  of  Company  I,  and  the  chief  bugler,  Daniel  J.  Taber.  of  the  rourth, 
were  both  killed  in  the  engagem^^nt.  iren.  Winslow  was  put  in  command 
of  thecit^  while  the  destruction  of  pro^HTty  was  going  on,  and  while  a  part 
of  his  brigade,  under  Col.  Noble,  were  raiding  and  covering  the  movement 
of  the  delayed  supply  tniins  in  the  neighborhood.  The  trophies  of  war 
wen*  immense:  70  siege  guns,  :|5  (ield  giinn,  vast  stores  of  ammunition,  a 
splendid  arsenal  and  :{,(>X)  prisoners  wlio  were  put  in  the  same  pen  from 
which  union  prisoners  had  betm  hurried  in  the  morning. 

Montgomery  fell  almost  without  a  blow.  It  was  four  years  to  a  day  since 
Sumter  was  Ored  on  when  the  Stars  and  Stripes  of  an  Iowa  regiment  were 
run  up  on  the  State  House  at  Montgomery,  the  first  capital  of  Rebeldom. 

By  the  IGth  of  April,  the  union  riders  were  in  front  of  Columbus,  on  the 
Chattahoochee  river.  The  city  had  splendid  fortifications,  a  river  at  its 
front,  and,  beyond  that,  strong  works  mounted  with  24  cannon,  (ren.  Howell 
Cobb,  Buchaniurs  cubinet  minister,  with  ^3000  men,  defended  the  works  west 
of  the  river.  A  part  of  Uotou*s  division  dismounted  and  prepared  to  assault 
the  enemy's  right,  while  Wmslow's  brigade  rode  round  to  their  extreme  let^ 
for  a  night  attack  there.  The  Third  Iowa  was  in  front,  dismounted,  with 
the  Fourth  Iowa  in  their  rear,  one  battalion  mounted  and  two  on  foot. 
When  darkness  came,  the  order,  "charge,''  was  given,  and,  guided  only  by  the 
flaslK*s  of  the  enemy's  guns,  a  uart  of  the  Third  Iowa  stormed  over  the 
rebel  works.  Then  the  Fourth  Iowa  dashed  in,  swarming  over  the  forts 
insidt;  tht*  outer  line,  and  in  the  darkness  took  the  long  covered  bridge  and 
the  batterv  be3'ond,  they  securing  the  road  straight  into  the  city.  That  bridge 
taken,  Coluinttus  wim  lo.><t.  At  the  capture  of  the  bridge  a  strange  incident 
occurred.  The  Kobt'Is  knew  that  its  possession  was  vital  to  them  Hence 
they  phu:ed  a  battery  of  loadeil  howitzers  at  the  end  next  the  city,  trained  to 
swet^p  the  roadways  through  the  bridge,  and  they  had  tilled  the  bridge  with 
combustibles  reatly  for  tiring.  A  part  of  the  Fourth  cavalry',  under  tlie 
personal  direction  of  Upton  and  Winslow,  da'4hed  into  the  impenetrable 
darkness  of  this  covi'red  bridge,  found  ittuUof  men,  but  mistaking  tbeui 
for  tlieir  comrades  or  another  regiment,  crowdtnl  )>«iHt  and  sprang  upon 
the  howitzers  and  i\u*  i'netny  at  the  farther  end.  Some  of  the  men  ut 
the  guns  were  shot  ilown.  oth(>rs  were  capturetl,  and  then  the  boys  in 
blut?  discov«'red  that  the  bridgt*  Miind  th»»m  was  full  of  tiebels.  They  had 
simply  run  througli  them  in  the  darkness,  and  now,  as  they  came  out,  dis- 
armed thcui.     It  was  one  of  thi?  veiy  last  incidents  of  the  war. 

Columbus  had  fallen,  and  with  it  Wilson  again  captured  enormous  war 
ston's.  iiu'ludiiig'J4  cannon,  the  arsenal,  gunboats,  etc.,  together  with  1,<'><H) 
pri>oniTs.    Tiie  Fourth  li»\v.i  t(M>k  I'J  cannon,  7  l>attle-tlags,  and  nearly  1,0'» 

{)risim'»rs.  hi  tli.it  short  camf>ai'-r".  now  about  to  end,  as  the  Ij-iS  of  Colum- 
ms  iiivolvt'il  the  lo^s  of  .Mai-<)ii.  Winslow's  gallant  brigade,  with  its  two 
Iowa  re^fim«Mits.in<l  T-iith  Mi-M»;iri,  had  taken:{,l<»  pri-^oners,  including 20) 
othcer-*,  1 1  >l.iiitls  oto>l'Hs.  :J  5  gnU'..  an<l  o,*»<j«)  >t.inds  of  arms.  Few,  if  any 
brigade's  in  all  tin*  union  army.  rAi\  show  ho  prou.l  a  n*conl.  *.ieii.  Winslow 
recomui'Mi'l'Ml  tor  |>r<»moti'»n,  on  a.'.'iaint  of  hpecial  gallantly,  the  names  of 
t'aptains  John  I  >.  Urciwii.  Ut«  n:;.'  W.  .lolinson,  S.  J.  .McK»'e  of  the  Third 
rt^giment.  aii«l  b>t  A''>r.iii.im.  A-^a  li.  Fitch,  an«l  Lieut.  Lloy<l  II.  Dillon. 
Capt.  .McKff  was  ilif  lir-t  itilicr  to  entiT  the  lines  at  Columbus,  and  Lieut. 
Dillon  kill«'d  .-.eviTal  li-'I^els  pi-r- inally  with  his  pi?.tol  and  sabre  at  Selma, 
and  wa^  am»n;^'  tli*-  fiisi  oVf-r  tli-  Itrid/e  at  i'olumbus. 

Aftor  sonie  garrisi)n  »luty  n'Mr  .Vtlant.i,  and  s«>nie  chasing  over  Georgia  in 
search  of  the  tiying  head  ot  th*.*  Contederocy,  the  Fourth  Iowa  cavabry  was 
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inii't>>rf!il  out  Aiigu-it  lOtfa,  Bt  Atlanta,  Gmri^ia.  carryinir  home  witli  it  n 
name  Anil  a  tame  of  which  not  anif  its  members,  but  all  Iowa,  w&a  pfontl. 

The  gallant  6(rht  at  Columbus  bud  been  the  last  coe  of  nay  cou'toqaMica 
in  thu  war,  and  w.ia  a  week  alW  Lec'g  lurrenct^r.  I'bo  etiddcQ  allacfc  by 
niifht  wjta  sugi^t'^d  to  Gen.  Wilson  bj  Wioalow,  and  the  prompt  &nd  dar- 
ing  coiiduFt  of  the  two  Iowa  reeimenfg  saved  ub  tbe  bridfce.  aoJ  the  con*e- 
queut  cipture  of  the  Hty.  Tbe  movetncnl  had  been  so  midden  and  nocom- 
t>!ete  on  the  part  of  Winalow'a  men  that,  the  other  brigade  of  the  divinion, 
thoiig'h  tirdt  on  thi?  ground  luid  in  poaitioa,  bad  not  time  to  join  in  tbe  attack. 

Field  and  Staff  OffUtra  of  IM  Fourth  Iowa  Cataliy. 


■:oLONB.H. 

M-JOB.. 

&.  W.  MoOlar.. 

A.  J.  KirkpiUii*. 

,r.  E.  Jewetl. 
Oanrg**.  atone. 
UiiiUimiD  Beclor. 

W.Eobi«oo. 

BaUation    AdJatmU 

a.  F,  L.iiB>r. 

W.  BeckwIDl. 

I.  M.  Boat. 

Ed-^rfT.win.!™. 

W.  B.  Porter. 

E.  W.  RifDund. 

John  H.  Penr!. 

C.  ¥.  ftpMm»n. 

S.  T.  Cooper. 

W.  p.  BiuelHm. 

BaUiMan  QuaHtr- 

W.  Bird. 

mailtrt. 

R,  T.  Taylor. 

Ea.  W.  Dee. 

I.  «.  VOM. 

W.  P.  UnuellOB. 

I.  T.  noll^-e. 

W     Til^K.  FlndlBJ. 

J.  Oojtaa. 

H.  CummlDin. 

J.Bart. 

V.  Fitch.  ^ 

^.  HdOg*. 

B.  A.  H»k.n. 

{*,  W,  Tnjlor. 

W.  F.  Soott. 

FIFTH  IOWA  CAVALET. 

I'uE  Fitlli  I'livalrv  w.u  comp09ed  of  companies  from  different  atatec,  and 
ciin  scarcely  be  ealli>d  on  loira  resiment.  It  was  orKinally  known  a*  tlw 
"Curtis  llorae,"  ortranizeil  by  order  of  Gen.  Fremont.  Beforo  the  clow  of  lb* 
war  there  was  consolidated  with  it  two  companies  of  the  Filth  Iowa  inbntiT, 
tlie  fraymenln  that  w"t.i  left  of  that  regiment  after  a  fflorioui  career.  Nebraskx, 
iMinncaota.  Fowa  and  liiaaouri  all  had  companies  in  the  regiment,  and  ita 
c<ilnn>'l.  W.  W.  Lowe,  was  a  captuia  of  the  regular  arm;.  The  lint  mut  of 
till' liiri'.T  of  (lii-i(oinmaodwas  more  arduous  than  Riorion*.  Troopa  kept  in 
tzarriHiiji  or  un.u'.liu^  lines,  and  ni«kinK  pettv  raids,  hafe  little  ooportDaity 
l<>  win  r<'iiowti,  upit^  of  hard  work  and  hard  riding.  Thii  wan  the  (kte  A 
tho  t'lllh.  k  ilid  n.it  get  to  the  front  at  all  till  near  the  tprmir  of  1H2, 
and,  ovi'o  lin'ii.  v.'.i.t  kept  for  a  whole  year  in  the  nuigbborhwM  uf  Foita 
ll''nry  ;iTid  lli-imiin,  Tennessee.  Much  guard  duty,  modi  reconnoilMinf 
jiiid  (.rm^iiliTiibli-  si-oiitioif  was  done  that  spring  and  summer  of  1963.  In 
1.111''  ot  till.'  Iir.iy  iii.id'i  in  Ma;  by  u  part  of  the  command,  to  the  tittle  torn) 
<if  I'liriH.  it  w.iti  -^iirprited.  and  Maj,  Boemsteia,  commandinK  it.  UUsd. 
lUlt  Ihi;  iiir'n  pr.'-nil  were  killed,  wounded  or  captured;  among  the  woandsd 
\><-r>.'  CiipMiiH  \hivi  and  Van  Minden;  these  and  Lieut.  Van  Vredenbergr 
iviTi'  .li-iti  ciipluri^il.  The  disaster  created  a  sad  feeling;  in  tbe  re^impnt,  for 
tliF'  ni.ijiir  lud  Ui'i-ii  a  popular  and  competent  officer,  and  the  wounded  and 
I'.ipiui.'.l  wi^ri-  am  itiif  Ui';  best  of  the  commaud.  Col.  Liwe,  learning  of  tba 
;.ii).tir.  Hi.irt'd  ill  a\\  liaate  t«  Uie  relief  of  bis  men,  but  waJi  rocaljed  btfort 


iip-n  uii.  w.w  designated  as  the  Fifth  Iowa  cavalry.  Lata  the  h. 
u-t,  Ki  irL  iJonelson  was  attacked  by  800  rebel  cttvnJry  and  in&a- 
coiuinander  of  the  garriaon  telegraphed  Col.  Lowe  to  cmnv  to 
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his  rescue,  but  succeeded  in  rcpalHing  the  as8anlt  before  the  Fifth  cav- 
alry could  possibly  rciich  there.  Col.  Lowe  pursued  the  defeated  Rebels  and 
had  a  spirited  tit^ht  with  them  at  CumbtTland  Iron  Works.  In  thU  fight 
Lieut.  8ummerH  wuti  killed,  and  Lieut.  McKneely  was  wounded,  aa  were  a 
number  of  tlu?  men.  hoiik*  mortally.  Summers  fou{(ht  a  number  of  Rebels 
siDffle  handed,  and  was  shot  and  bayoneted  eight  times  before  they  overpow- 
eren  him. 

The  autumn  was  s|)ent  at  Kort  Ileiman,  with  here  and  there  a  serious 
■cout  or  raid.  In  one  of  the.s»'  raids  resulting  in  fighting,  Lieut,  (iallagher 
was  killed.  It  was  at  Garrettslmrg,  Kentucky.  The  enemy  lost  in  the  affair 
nearly  100  men.  The  Fifth  regim«*nt  had  Uhju  commanded  by  Lt.-Col. 
Patrick.  In  another  scouting  atf.iir  Capt.  Minden  with  a  numb^^r  of  the 
regiment  w«is  captured.  This  was  at  Cumbt^rland  Iron  Works.  All  the 
spring  and  early  summt^r  of  18&i.  the  regiment  Hpent  in  garrisoning  Fort 
l3onelson,  and  scouting  in  the  neigliborhooil.  ^  The  midsummer  found  the 
command  transferred  to  Murfreesboro,  where  it  b»c ime  a  part  of  the  force 
under  Gen.  Rosecran^.  All  that  autumn  the  men  rode  up  and  down  Tennes- 
see chasing  and  capturing  guerrillas.  On  the  I'th  of  October,  at  Sugar 
Greek,  the  command  niKii(H.l  on  to  a  n^treating  column  of  Wheeler*8  and 
charged  it  with  such  impetuosity  iis  to  kill  ^30  of  the  Rebels,  wound  as  many 
more,  and  captun^  lOU. 

Other  cliiiscs  of  flying  Rebels  followed,  in  all  directions  the  Fifth  cavalry 
occiusionally  dashing  along  at  th**  rate  of  70  mdes  a  day.  The  regiment 
then  went  into  camp  at  Maysvillo.  It  was  while  hero  that  Maj.  J.  M. 
Young  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  took  a  picki*<l  force  of  400  men  and  in  a  rapid 
movement  dashtnl  to  the  renn»'ssee  river  aljove  Decatur,  captureil  a  lot  of 
rebel  ferry  boats,  and  cleared  the  river  of  R  »beU  and  guerrillas  for  many 
miles.  It  was  a  bold  rido,  and  the  major  n*c«.Mvt'»d  the  otficial  thanks  of  the 
departmtmt  commander.  Sergeant  Phillips  of  th»>  Fifth  regiment  signalized 
himself  by  special  gallantry  during  the  expedition  bv  crossing  the  river  in 
the  face  of  an  enemy.  A  little  later.  Sergeants  P.  M.  McGuire  and  W.  Ireland, 
and  Private;  ileorirt*  Ireland,  idso  distinguished  themselves  for  bravery. 
They  wi»re  s-nt  to  l^oiiit  Kock  as  dispatch  b-Mrers,  but  a  band  of  guerrillas 
captured  them  on  the  way.  Uy  great  pn»senc»i  of  mind  the  disp itches  were 
saved,  ami,  waiting  a  favorable  moment,  the  captives  slew  their  guards  and 
escajxjd.  New  Year,  1*^61.  lh»'  regiment  had  rtvenlisted,  and  shortly  went 
hom«*  on  furlough.  The  n»st  was  needed,  as  all  the  early  winter  had  been  a 
time  of  hard  riding,  nronnoit'Cring  and  scouts. 

The  early  spring  saw  the  miMi  ag;iin  in  the  saddle.  On  the  10th  of  Julv. 
they  prepared  to  enter  on  the  tainous  Kousneaa  raid.  This  was  a  grand  ride 
from  l)eaitur,  Alaluiina.  through  to  West  Point  and  thence  up  to  Sherman *s 
armv  near  Atlanta,  lien.  Kou<'*eau  had  only  ;J,0;)0  men,  but  they  were  all 
hanl  riders.  Lt.-('.)l.  Patrick  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  le<l  the  Second  brigade,  and 
M;i,j.  Haird  comman<led  the  n><riinent.  Coi.  Ix) we  by  this  time  bad  higher 
commands  and  was  n)t  with  tli*'  exp'ilition.  The  raid  was  a  great  success 
and  resulted  in  tiie  destni.:tioii  of  iinm*n<e  amounts  of  nO>el  war  material, 
bridtres,  iron  works,  railri)ails.  etc.  Only  once  did  t'le  column  m».»et  the 
enemy  in  real  f.)rce.  and  tluMi  the  R.'bels  were  boaten  v;ith  a  loss  of  iV)  killed 
an<l  many  wounded.  In  tli»?  early  pirt  oi  the  raid  Capt.  Curl  was  tired  on 
by  bushwharkers  ami  killed,  an  l* 'apt.  Wilcox  was  severely  wounded.  The 
raiding  column  leiulit-d  Sherman's  Iiihn  on  the  22d  of  .fuly.  After  a  little 
rest  the  regiim*nt  took  part  in  iien.  Mc<'o)k'H  unfortunate  raid  to  the  Macon 
railro.id.  It  fought  well,  but  its  losses  were  ».»ver»»,  120  b»»ing  killed, 
woiin>le.i  or  im-^sing.  .\in<>ng  the  tir-t  was  Lieut.  A.  Guler,  and  Lieut.  Hays 
was  taken  pn^ioniT.  lii  .til  the  <fv»*re  operations  alxmt  Atlanta,  whether  on 
hoP"*  iir  on  t  »»r.  t'ti"  Kifrh  li>wa  ravalry  did  its  hanl  ami  varie  I  duties 
nolily  -in  t.i-t  vfry  n»Mrly  u^e  1  it-eltiip  as  a  b>ly  of  cavalry.  Its  horses  were 
all  doM"  l«>r.  and  tiif  lu.-ii'.  di-ui  'iiite  1.  foij^hl  in  the  trencli"s.  On  the  1st  of 
Sept"inl»*i  Its  ii'iin^  r-  w-'P'  in-  i'M-i"d  l»y  the.il<lilion  of  two  companies  of  the 
Fi!th  Iowa  iiif.iiitr\.     M.ij.  Harlan  b-aid  shortly  became  lieutenant  colonel 
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of  the  re^iinont.  an<l  tho  command  in  the  meantime  had  been  sent  to  Louis- 
ville for  rest  anil  n'uiountinjf. 

By  tiic  »Mid  of  X()viMul>er  the  Fifth  Iowa  cavalry,  as  good  and  fresh  as  new, 
and  armed  with  Spencvr  Ciirbine:^,  wiis  again  at  the  front  disputing  t\\*i 
niiirch  of  Hood's  army  into  Tennessee.  Their  first  important  conflict  was 
at  Duck  river,  on  the  2Sth  of  November.  The  brigade  to  which  the  Fiftli 
Iowa  was  attucli<'d  was,  on  that  day,  guarding  the  fords  of  the  river  against 
a  coluinii  of  n;b('l  cavalry  und»*r  Forrest.  They  skirmished  much  during  the 
day  at  th«*  fords,  but  when  darkness  came  on  they  discovered  that  Forrest 
iiad  crossed  at  iui(>th«T  point  and  was  bivouacked  right  in  tlieir  rear.  They 
were  p<^nned  up  in  a  bend  of  the  river.  There  was  great  excitement  at  the 
diM'overy  and  the  commander  of  the  brigiide  could  not  be  found.  The  situ- 
ation was  critical.  M.ij.  Young  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  instantly  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  wliole  and  yelled  to  his  men  to  follow  him  and  cut  their  way 
out.  With  a  dash  they  went  through  Forrest's  lines  like  a  henl  of  mad 
butF.does  and  esciped.  Their  loss  was  but  !/>  men,  and  when  the  gallant 
m»iJor  brought  th*^  command  into  camp  that  night  he  was  greatly  compli- 
mented by  Gen.  Wilson.  The  regiment  now  fell  bock^  witTi  the  army  to 
Nib<hville,  and  when  the  great  battle  before  that  city  was  fought,  the  Fifth 
cavalry  took  part  at  th^*  extreme  ritHit,  though  it  suffered  little  except  in  the 
death  of  Lieut,  .lohn  W.  WaUon,  who  was  Killed  by  the  first  shot  tired.  In 
tht^  pursuit  ot  Hood,  which  so  very  nearlv  annihilated  his  whole  army,  the 
Fifth  low.L  was  very  active,  repeatedly  overtaking  and  engaging  his  cavalry, 
and  with  loss.  The  close  of  the  year  found  the  regiment  encamped  on  Klk 
river,  resting  and  preparing  for  the  great  raid  under  Wilson  to  Selma  and 
Macoii.  This  successful  campaign  has  already  U*en  described  in  the  sketches 
of  the  Third  and  Fourth  cavalry.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  in  all  that  wonder- 
ful raid  the  Fifth  cavalry  was  always  at  the  front  Maj.  Young  liad  now 
become  a  colonel  and  was  in  command  of  the  regiment  in  its  dashing  rides. 
Just  aft«fr  tht^  r.iiil  conim^^nced,  it  was  at  the  close  of  March,  the  regiment, 
while  nesting  near  the  Little  Cahawba  river,  was  suddt'nly  surprist*d  by  a 
force  of  Rebels  three  times  its  own  number.  Col.  Young  and  his  brave 
mtm  wt>re  again  equal  to  the  situation,  and  with  drawn  sabres  they 
approached  the  rebel  line  to  within  pistol  shot,  when  at  the  command 
'*  charge**  they  swept  down  on  the  enemy  like  a  whirlwind,  driving  him 
from  the  field  m  utter  confusion. 

April  Ist,  the  hurrying  riders  ran  into  the  right  wing  of  Forrest's  com- 
mand, posted  Ix'hind  Uirricades  and  in  strong  position.  It  was  near  to 
Kbfn(>zer  Church,  and  Forrest  had  artillery.  The  Fifth  Iowa  and  the  Seventh 
Ohio  were  diMinounted  and  charged  the  rebel  line  fiercely  and  drove  iL 
In  pursuing,  they  inadvertently  ran  by  a  portion  of  it  and  were  finni 
into  in  the  rear  with  artillery  and  musketry.  A  little  confusion  ensued,  but 
rallying  again  the  First  Ohio  and  the  Fifth  Iowa  recharged  and  Forrest  was 
completely  routed  and  his  guns  captured.  Selma  was  taken  the  next  day 
and  all  its  enormous  stores  and  munitions  of  war  given  to  the  flames.  Hy 
the  IJth  of  April,  Wilson's  command  was  in  Montgomery  and  two  ilays 
later  saw  it  making  a  night  assault  on  Columbtis.  In  the  attack  un 
('«>liiinbus  Gen.  Winslow's  brigade  did  the  hanl  lighting  and  won  juiit 
renown.  A  few  <lays  more  saw  the  great  raiding  army  at  Macon,  and  the 
war  over.  The  Kitih  Iowa  joined  in  thti  search  through  Georgia  for  Jeflor- 
>on  D.ivis,  then  tlyin;.:  for  his  life,  deserting  the  people  whom  he  had  led  into 
tr»>a>on  ami  dlH.ister.  He  was  captured,  and  a  company  of  tho  Fifth  Iowa 
(Mvalry  guardeil  hini  from  Atlanta  to  Augusta.  On  his  way  back  from 
Augu-^ta.  ( -ol.  Vounv  <  aptured  the  assets  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  amount- 
ing to  $*^.0  )),<>>)  ot  fi'<l*ral  money;  a  million  of  it  in  sdver  and  gold.  Early 
in  Aiiu^ust  th"  hr.ive  regiment,  after  years  of  hardship,  heroic  battling  and 
faithful  service  of  its  o^untry,  went  home  and  was  mustereil  out  at  Clinton, 
low.i.  "  lir.iver  soldiers  than  the  Fifth  Iowa  cavalry."  says  Gen.  Alexander, 
who  commanded  their  brigade,  "never  drew  sabre. 
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Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry, 

ColonsU—yfm.  W.  Loire,  John  If.  Totmff. 

lA^uUnant  Coionei$—U,  T.  Patrick.  Harlui  Balrd,  E.  O.  MoNeely. 

Mafcn—CtkTl  8.  BernstlDe,  Wm.  Kelsay,  A.  B.  Braokett,  Harlan  Balrd,  John  M. 
Toong,  J.  C.  WUooz,  Charles  A.  B.  Langdon,  J.  If.  Llmbooker,  W.  O.  ICcBeath. 

8urg€0na—BnM  Lowe,  B.  T.  Wise. 

Auutant  8argMnt—0,  O  Rattan,  B.  T.  Wise,  J.  M.  Kerlln,  B.  T.  Shelley.  Oeo.  8. 
Dewltt,  T.  F.  Lewis. 

Adjutantt—Vfm.  B.  ICoOoorge,  Wm.  Anton,  Frank  Noble. 

Battalion  AftJutants^W.  Astor,  Q.  B.  Edwards,  N.  Bass. 

OmartsrmatUn^i,  N.  H.  Patrick,  T.  &L  MoNeely,  Darld  Haaser. 

OommU$arif»—^,  M.  West,  J.  B.  Towers. 

Battalion  Qaartermaitert^J.  Berlin,  R.  Van  Vredentmrg,  0.  B.  Smith. 

Chaplains^J,  Splllman,  Zlba  Brown. 


EIGHTH  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

Tdb  Eighth  Cavalry  saw  little  of  real  war  until  the  springy  of  1864. 
Then  it  started  with  Sherman  in  the  celebrated  campaign  for  Atlanta.  The 
regiment  ha^l  Ix^en  or^nizi'd  late  in  the  previous  autumn  at  Davenport 
Itleft  Iowa  in  the  middle  of  October,  and  by  the  middle  of  November  was 
stationed  at  Waverly  and  other  points  west  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where 
it  remained  on  giLvrJ  and  (rarri^t jn  duty  all  the  winter,  with  little  opportu- 
nity for  flhowin;;^  the  pluck  of  itn  soldiers,  and  no  chance  at  all  for  distinc- 
tion. There  was  some  little  scouting  and  reconnoitt^inir  during  the  winter, 
but  the  tame  routine  of  watching  railroads,  in  a  district  filled  with  guerrillas 
and  disloyal  people,  thou^^h  it  had  its  uses,  brought  with  it  no  glory. 

Josepli  B.  borr  was  colonel  of  the  regiment,  tie  was  a  war  Democrat,  an 
able  man,  had  l)een  editor  of  the  Ditbuque  Herald  till  18G0— and  in  1861 
went  into  the  army  as  quartermaster  of  the  Iowa  Twelfth.  He  fought  in 
the  line  at  Shiloh,  and  was  complimented  in  orders.  Col.  Dorr  was  a  ff00(l 
man  and  a  tnie  patriot,  who,  later,  laid  his  life  down  on  the  altar  or  his 
country.  During  that  tedious  winter  of  18r>:)-04,  in  Tennessee,  his  duties 
were  largely  of  an  administrative  character,  keepiTig  control  of  a  people 
about  him,  who,  tho:igh  opi^nly  professing  loyaltv  and  peac**,  were  stHsretly 
traitors  and  pnu'tir in g  luunler.  While  the  Eighth  Iowa  officers  and  the 
companies  were  gallooiiig  alK)ut  the  district,  day  and  night,  picking  up  rob- 
bers and  guerrillas,  burr  was  devLsing  means  to  pacify  his  district  and 
keep  order.  He  succeedtvj,  and  tolerable  quiet  in  that  district  took  the  place 
of  anarcliy.  For  that,  the  people  rould  thank  Dorr  and  the  Eighth  Iowa  cav- 
alry. May-day,  IS'U,  brouglit  on  the  new  campaign.  The  Eighth  Iowa  was 
made  a  part  of  the  Kirst  l)riga<le.  led  by  Col.  Dorr,  of  McCook*s  division  of  cav- 
alry. Lt.-('ol.  Harn«'r  led  th*'  n>giment.  In  all  that  arduous  campaign,  for  a 
hundred  days  th«>  Eighth  Iowa  Wiis  constantly  at  the  front.  Every  day  saw 
its  skirmish  or  b.ittle,  every  night  its  surprise  or  alarm.  It  was  constant, 
hard  duty,  with  bnive  ni«m  falling  singly  or  in  couples  all  through  the 
wooils,  and  all  the  way  froiu  Clt'Vf  land  to  Atlanta.  Incidents  worthy  of 
record  o<'curnvl  constantly.  On  the  l»th  of  May.  Corporals  Sharp  and  Pease 
diitinguisht'd  thiMiiselviM  in  a  skirmish,  and  at  Tassville  Maj.  Koot,  Capt. 
Hoxie  and  Lieut.  M<;Ourran  won  high  roinmi^ndation  for  braverv  in  a  gal- 
lant charg«?.  In  lt»<s  th.in  a  w.M-k,  at  Hurnt  Hickory,  another  (tallant  charge 
Wiis  iua<h»,  when*  Capt.  M.  M.  Walden  pn)ve<l  himself  a  hero.  The  very 
nnxt  day  Lieut.  C.  F.  .Anderson  <:harg.Ml  his  m»n  on  to  a  rebel  batterv  and 
held  it  in  a  (Titio.il  and  Iia/^iril>us  position  untd  onlered  to  retire.  When 
the  K«'lx'l>,  att*»r  wiM»ks  ot'con-itant  skirmishing  an«l  battles,  at  last  fell  back 
behind  the  ('liatt.aliOHrhe'\  tli'^  Eighth  Iowa  cavalry  was  the  first  troop 
across  th»»  riv»»r  art t'r  1 1 u*m.  S3  th-*  tikfhtiug  and  the  skirmishing  went  on 
around  Atlanta,  and  then,  on  July  27th,  r.ime  that  luckless  ndd  of  Gen. 
McUo^k's  to  L')Vi'joy  and  thi*  Ma«'on  railroad. 

In  thiii  »>xp»'diti<»n  <'()1.  Dorr  h^l  hi^  own  regiment,  then  not  over  300  all 
told,   and    (*ol.   Ooxton   led   the    brigade.    The  enemy's    railroads  were 
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reached  as  proi>os«nl,  and  f^r^it  damaf^  done  in  the  face  of  numbers  too 
weak  to  siicc^Jssl'iilly  resist.  The  destruction  of  miles  of  the  road  complete^ 
Gen.  Mc'l'ook  RUrtt'd  on  the  n^turn.  but  to  his  amazement,  shortly  found  a 
heavy  lx)dy  of  cavalry  acrops  his  path.  Col.  Dorr  was  ordered  to  charge 
this  force,  and  he  did  it  nobly,  drivint?  the  front  lines,  but  receiving  from 
tliosf^  m  the  rear  an  appalling  tire  that  mowed  his  men  down,  said  he, 
••  lik»»  j^ras.s  before  the  scythe." 

Adjt.  Horton  and  Lieut.  Cobb,  with  many  of  the  men,  were  killed.  Col. 
Dorr  himself  was  wounded.  All  that  night,  through  swamps  and  dark 
woods,  the  command  floundered  along,  trying  to  get  back  to  the  union  lines. 
The  next  day,  near  Newman,  it  ran  on  to  another  rebel  force,  8,000  strong, 
in  its  way.  After  considerable  fighting,  during  which  no  headway  was 
made,  and  after  Col.  Dorr  had  tor  some  time  remained  and  held  the  rear, 
now  thr  post  of  danger,  while  McCook  should  try  to  escape  with  the 
remainder  of  the  command,  the  end  came.  The  regiment  was  lost;  only  a 
few  escap^'d  through  the  woods  to  tell  how  heroically  the  command  had  tried 
to  nave  itself.  Lit^ut.  John  ii.  Loomis  and  Serflrt.  Mitchell  were  killed. 
Maj.  Shnrtz  and  Lieut.  J.  T.  Haight  were  among  the  wounded.  Col.  Dorr 
mentioned  the  following  officers  by  name,  as  having  behaved  with  gallantry 
in  tli(*  battle:  Ma,j.  Isett,  Captains  Morhiser,  Moore,  Doane  anu  8hutz, 
Lieutenants  Mori'liuid,  McCanon,  liOomis,  Belfield.  Bennett,  Pritchard,  And- 
erson, Morrow,  Oj^le,  Detwiler  and  Haight,  and  Orderly-Sergeant  John  H. 
llufT,  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Warren.  The  late  autumn  found  Col.  Dorr  exchanged, 
and,  with  his  re^ament,  again  ready  for  battle  against  (Tcn.  Hood,  who  was 
now  invading  TennesKee.  It  was  engaged  some  near  Franklin,  but  quietly 
fi^ll  biU'k  with  the  main  armv  to  take  a  not  unimportant  part  in  the  great 
l)attl»*  and  victory  of  Nashville.  Maj.  Root  and  Capt.  Evans  led  Fquadronn 
in  a  charge  on  the  tirst  day  of  the  battle,  and  in  the  rapid  pursuit  of  Hood, 
in  which  thf  wlioli^  reb<d  army  was  nearly  annihilated,  the  Eighth  cavalry 
did  it*^  full  slum*  of  hard  ridin<^.  **  During  the  year  18G4,"  says  Col.  Dorr, 
''  tht'  rciritiKMit  has  taken  part  m  fifteen  engagements,  not  counting  skirm- 
ishc>.  Tlie  casualties,  not  counting  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  raid  on  the 
Mac4)n  railroad,  numl>er  IthS.'* 

Latt^  in  March  of  1S(>.'>,  the  Eighth  Iowa  was  at  (Chickasaw,  Alabama, 
armed  with  splendid  Spencer  carbines,  and  eager  to  join  the  other  Iowa  cav- 
alry there,  in  tht*  grandi^t  niitl  of  the  war.  It  w:is  the  march  on  Selma,  of 
Wilson's  |)icked  cavalry,  1:^,000  strong,  the  b«*Ht  arme<l  and  best  mounted 
men  of  the  We<it:  a  niiirch  and  a  raid  surpa<tsing  in  importance  any  cav- 
alry movement  of  modern  times.  In  its  pictures(pieness,  adventure  und 
resnlts,  it  wiis  scarcely  necond  to  the  "  Man.'h  to  the  Sea"  itself.  The  story 
of  the  uiarcli  ot  Wilson's  main  column  to  Selma,  Columbus  and  Macon,  has 
1)et>n  told  in  the  sketches  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  cavalry  n*gimentfl.  The 
Eiifhth  cavalry,  h'd  by  (^)l.  Dorr  and  in  Croxton's  brigade.  march<Nl  with 
WiUoii  as  tar  as  Klyton.  and  there  Croxton  was  sent  otf  with  his  brigade  to 
capture  Tuscaloosa,  wliile  Wilson  went  on  with  the  main  column  to  Selma. 
Onxton  started  on  Ins  ^reat  ride  March  ^SOth.  and  by  dextrous  gtmeralship 
and  forced  marching,  rod*;  i-ounil  the  enemy  in  his  front,  captured  Tusca- 
loo-a,  anil  wandered  for  a  month,  unheard  of  by  the  North,  or  by  Wilson, 
in  the  interior  of  Alabama  and  Georgia.  His  column,  though  a  de.4perately 
active  one,  was  a  lost  command.  Its  wanderings  during  these  uni«iue  weeki 
nt'  it^  iii-^tnry  were  not  hws  arduous  than  romantic.  It  was  the  old  story  of 
di-hitiir  np  and  dnwn  the  interior  of  an  enemy's  country,  swimming  streams, 
ti«;litin;^r  .it  cross-ro.iilx,  destroying  railroads,  and  burning  supplies.  Many 
viijau""-  Mi'l  towns  were  t:iken,  amonir  them  Talladega,  wh»»n»  on  April  'iid, 
Lii'Mt.  ('r.iwloril  made  a  charut*  with  (Jouipany  L.  On  .May-day,  the  column 
iiM'-)i<-  I  M.i  '>Mi,  and  j'liiii'd  (ien.  Wilsim,  who  had  regarded  it  as  lost^ 

At  M  K-oii.  ('  il.  D.irr  sudilenly  <lied,  lamented  by  his  whole  commaml  and 
by  .i  ^v.\t.  cin-l.'  (if  warm  Irieiuls  in  Iowa.  His  exposures  ami  hanlships 
duriiiu'  til*'  raiil  bioui^ht  on  neuralgic  rheumatism  and  a  C(m:^.*4ive  chill.  He 
liv-1  h  >N\'ev<'r  lo  hear  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Richmond  and  the  close  of  the  war. 
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To  a  heart  as  true  and  patriotic  as  liis  the  knowh^lf^e  that  his  flag  aa^in  floated 
t;ver>'where  Hupreme  must  iiiive  Hot'tened  the  stint;  of  death.  His  body  was 
embalmed  an(l  sent  to  iiin  home  in  loyal  Iowa,  escorted  by  some  of  his  tried 
comrades  of  the  march,  ('ol.  Dorr,  it  I8  naid,  waH  the  tinst  officer  to  su^rgest 
to  our  government  th*^  idea  of  throwing  large  bodies  of  cavalry  into  the 
interior  of  the  C'onfederacy.  The  wonderful  succesH  of  Gen.  Wilson's  raid 
proveil  how  correct  was  hi^i  military  judgment.  Had  his  suggestions  been 
compliecl  with  at  an  earlier  date,  the  country  might,  have  been  spareti  two 
years  of  blootl^ihed.  ("roxton's  mid  wius  th'i  last  military  movement  in  the 
Southwi^st.  The  war  wiis  done.  Under  the  command  of  Lt.-Ool.  Bu'ner, 
who  was  soon  made  colonel,  the  regiment  remained  in  Georgia  for  a  few 
weeks,  helping  to  settle  the  new  order  of  things  following  the  proclamation 
of  peace.  On  the  I'Mh  of  August,  it  was  mustered  out  at  Macon  and 
started  for  Iowa,  its  honorable  and  patriotic  career  complete. 

Field  and  Staff  Officera  of  the  Eighth  Iowa  Cavalry, 

ColoneU—3.  B.  Dorr,  n.  Q.  Bamer. 
LUut€nant  i'oionft— II.  O.  Bamer. 

Ji(^i*jrt—J.  J.  Brown.  J.  1).  Thompson.  A.  J.  Price,  B.  Boot,  J.  H.  iMtt,  E.  Bhnitl,  J.  W. 
Moore,  J.  Dauce,  O.  W.  Bum»i. 
Adjutants  ~Z.  H.  Isett,  II.  H.  Belflvld. 
Ouarttrmatft'r*  -J.  Q.  A.  Daw>*oa,  U.  Bennett. 

Surffeonf~W.  H.  Finley,  A.  8.  0«mahan,  D.  A.  Hoffman,  D.  H.  Warren. 
AiiUfnnt  Hurffeunt—A.  8.  Camahan,  D.  H.  Warren,  J.  F.  Smltli. 
Chaplain— T.  C.  Clark. 
Vommlnary—J.  K.  Prltcliard. 


SIXTH,  SEVENTH  AND  NINTH  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

Iowa  had  three  additional  cavalry  regiments,  the  Sixth,  Seventh  and  Ninth. 
The  two  former  took  no  part  in  the  war  proper,  as  they  were  sent  west  to  watch 
the  Indians  wiio  were  threatening  the  border.  The  Ninth  cavalr>'  entered  the 
service  very  late,  and  was  stationed  in  Arkansas,  whent  it  remaini^  tdl  the  war 
ended  without  seeing  a  battle.  This  regiment,  nearly  1,2<X)  strong,  was  in 
fact  one  4>f  the  finest  eomm.inds  in  the  union  service,  lis  leader.  Col.  M.  M. 
Trumbull,  like  very  many  of  its  otiic<rrs  and  men.  had  Inyen  long  in  the  service 
with  some  of  the  hard  iigliting  regiments.  It  Wiis  fated  to  spend  itii  days, 
however,  in  scouting,  in  garrison  duty,  in  much  hanl  marching,  and  in  wave 
that,  while  arduous  and  useful,  bring  little  distinction.  John  P.  Knight 
was  lieutenant  colon«*l  of  the  re^^iment.  Kdgar  T.  Ensign,  Willis  Drum- 
mond.  Win.  Haddoirk.  Ji)hn  Wayne,  and  John  L.  Young  were  majors. 
Col.  Druminoiid  w<is  brevet  ted  brigadier  general  in  March,  18(>5.  During 
the  wholi>  stTvii-e  of  the  regiment  it.s  head()uarters  were  at  DuvalKs  Blutf, 
at  Little  Uock,  or  its  immediate  neighborhood.  The  position  was  a  liase  for 
supplies  for  St«'ele's  army,  and  was  ronse«iuently  very  important.  From  this 
biise,  in  all  sorts  of  miserable  weather,  over  the  worst  roads  on  the  continent, 
and  oft>'n  throii^di  mil«-s  and  miles  of  almost  lK>ttomles8  swamps,  the  Ninth 
calvary  wjts  fi)r«'vor  ui.ikiiikr  s.-outs  and  litth?  laiiis.  To  every  point  of  the 
comp.iVs  from  Little  Koi'k,  by  diiy  i»r  by  night,  the  command  would  be 
hurri'Ml  otf  oil  xoini'  fniith-*'se\|H*dit[on.  some  chase  after  d.'Ih.*!  bands  that  had 
jurjt  departi'd.  or  to  protei't  <o(ne  p.tint  that  had  just  been  abandonfKl.  Time 
and  again  and  weeks  at  a  time  the  rt>giment  W(mld  be  divided  and  detach- 
ment^  sent  hitiier  ami  thither,  until  Arkansas  with  its  malarious  swamps  and 
hitb'ous  M-eneiy  wan  as  hat"d  l>y  tlu?  iiii.'ii  as  the  Kelx-ls  tiiemSMlves. 

It  was  a  pity  that  thi'«  irreat,  tine  n'j^iineiit  of  v»'lf'ran  snldiers  and  com- 
i>'tent  ot!i<«T-,  ^h••ll!d  havf  t.>  s(^i"nd  its  en"ri:ies  in  ways  that  pnxluoed  so 
little  i>f  re>iilt.  Al.ij.  Ivljj.ir  r.  Kiiaign.  a  iin»?t  ciHniifteiit  otHeer  nf  the  regi- 
ment, one  wh'»  wa-^  »'.'H-t.uitly  in  t-omm.ind  of  »»ni«*  e\j»MlitioiH  or  seouts, 
and,  later,  br*'v<-tti'-l  e  •l<in<-l.  fct-nt  a  <l<-tailt'>l  >k<'trli  t'>  th"  a«ljutant  general 
of  Iowa  of  the  n.-^'iment's  nioT.'iuent^.     riie-ie  movements  were  so  monot- 
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onojH,  however,  so  barren  in  results,  from  Lbe  endless  scouts  and  marchee, 
aH  not  Ifl  be  );LiHicieutly  intereating  in  their  hifitory  lo  repeats  Tbe  contm&nd 
di<l  the  duty  Dint  l^iy  Wore  it.  and  did  it  well;  moro  than  this  cim  bo  said 
of  no  tegimc-ut, 

Firldaaii  Staff  Officers  of  the  XiHih  loica  Caralry. 


p.  Knlgtat, 

f .'  B.  etermBn'.  L  "oTiUMlt' 
.Bell. 


Haddosk,  I.  Wajna,  J.  L.  ToDBg. 


Chaplain— 3.  W.  LarlmotB. 

The  Sixth  cavalry  and  the  Seventh  cavalry,  as  alretidy  stated,  aerred  darioK 
their  term  of  en  lint  merit,  in  the  war  aeainnt  the  Indians,  the  hialnnr  of  which 
does  not  pro|«>rly  belong  here.  Suffice  it,  that  their  record  in  thefieldbroaeht 
no  dierredit  t')  the  fair  fame  of  Iowa  soldi  era.  They  had  hard  niarcbei.  Far 
awuy  from  the  comforts  or  advanta^s  of  civilization ;  they  fought  barbarous 
foea,  and  uyuaUy  in  overwhelming  numbers,  wid  were  always  victorioiu. 
Some  of  Iheii:  marchi'd  thrive  thouE<and  to  live  thoueand  milea.  and  acouts 
iinil  potty  fii.'bt.''  were  weekly  occurrences.  The  regiments  were  neoHy 
always  more  or  l'"ss  divided,  carriaoninK  different  potts,  sconting  and  mareh- 
ingiudill'crHiit  ilirectioD9,maldnK  a  succinct  history  of  their  arduonaservioes 
almost  impo-sililr'.  They  were  led  by  good  and  brave  officers,  utd  their  s«- 
vices  wfri'  of  as  imich  value  to  the  conntry  in  beating  back  suvftges  as  wei« 
the  service:!  ol'  othfr  regiments  in  tramping  ont  Rebels.  One  was  not  mora 
dangerous  t4>  ihi-  country  than  the  other,  and  the  character  of  warfare  prac- 
ticed on  tlio  wi'.-to™  plains  required  a  degree  of  endurance,  personal  brav- 
ery and  h'Trii^ui.  not  excelled  on  the  bloodiest  battle  fieldti  of  the  South.  "Dm 
deeds  and  (he  buttles  of  these  rcKiments  cootwiting  with  tbe  lodinn*,  an 
related  m  tli<^  itllieial  reports  of  Generals  Pope  anil  ^ully,  pahliih«d  hj'  tha 
adjutant  geiier.il  s  office  of  the  state. 

The  princi|>:il  oHicers  in  the  Sixth  cavalry  wi?re  Colonrls  Dftvid  S.  WiUoa 
and  Sam'l  M.  Pollock,  Lt.-Col.  Ed.  P.  Ti-n  Broeck,  MftjorsThOs.  H-Shw- 
hanl.  AlUrl  E.  Muwa.  John  Galligan  and  D.  W.  C.  Cram. 

In  the  Si'M'iitli  cavalry,  Samuel  W.  Summers  was  firat  colonel,  and  nftrt 
Herman  II,  lli'iiHi.  Heath,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  was  brevetted  briniUer 
gi'neral,  .Inhn  I'^ttl'ee  waa  lieutenant -oolonel.  I'he  miuors  wrn-  0.  H. 
U'Urifn.  lati-r  linvftted  colonel  and  brigadier  general,  John  S.  Wood  and 
Jaa.  B.  Davi.i. 


FIRST  IOWA  BATTERY. 

Tnis  ba(t-'ry  won  raised  in  July  and  AukusI,  1801,  at  Burlington.  Iowa, 
by  t^apt.  C.  H.  Flflcher,  and  remainnd  in  tliat  city  until  Iho  Ducamber  fol- 
lowing. wb''n  it  wa.4  ordered  to  and  arrived  at  B<inU>nI)armck>,nt?iu'^t.I,«ai*. 
Miiinouri,  wlien'  it  received  itH  armament  of  four  fi-poundnrgnna  Mid  twv 
l^-puunilcr  howit/'Ta,  the  battery  numbering  141  men.  Qipl.  PletdMC 
being  ordcri.'d  io  ri'turn  lo  his  regiment  was  r«liovoil  from  l\irlhet  duty  irfA 
the  battery.  It  went  by  railrt^  to  Rolta,  HiMOuri,  and  maroheif.  with 
the  iinny  cmmandeJ   by  Gen.  L\irtM,onlh«  iKW  of  January,  IBflS,  r-*- 


IwocaixsoiiH  lilijwu  up,  but  through  the  g<illantry  of  themenftll  the  p 

were  s,iveil  rr<>m  c.ipture,  and  continued  to  lire  throagh  both  dayaof  (hebal- 
tJe.     Capt.  Jone!>  and  First  LieuL  O.  W.  Qambell  were  wounded,  thvlattn 
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Tery  severely.    The  battery  was  honorably  mentioned  by  brigade,  diTirioa 
and  army  commanders. 

In  May,  1K(>2,  H.  U.  Griffiths  was  commissioned  captain,  and  assumed 
command  in  Juno,  1862;  marched  to  Helena,  Arkansas,  arrivinir  in  July, 
after  a  march  of  the  greatest  hardship  to  the  entire  army. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1862,  it  formed  a  part  of  (ien.  Steele's  division, 
and  took  port  in  the  action  of  Ctiickasaw  Bayou,  on  the  2Stb  and  29th  of 
December,  being  repulsed.  On  the  11th  of  January  following,  it  par- 
ticipated in  the  attack  upon  and  capture  of  Arkansas  Post,  and  did  fi^>od 
service,  and  was  presented  with  two  tine  captured  Parrott  guns  by  special 
order  of  Mtu'.  Gen.  McClernand. 

It  then  went  down  the  MiHsissippi  river  to  Sherman *8  Landing,  opposite 
Vicksburg,  and  debarked,  after  being  thirty- five  davs  on  the  transports,  in 
midwinter  J  where  man  and  beast  were  cooped  up  witnout  any  proper  oppor- 
tunity to  be  anything  else  but  supremely  miserable.  **  I  (says  Capt  H.  H. 
Griffiths)  look  upon  this  whole  campaign  as  the  hardest  and  most  trying,  in 
many  respects,  we  had  as  yet  endured.  The  transports  proved  to  be  perfect 
pest-houses;  the  Fimall-pox  broke  out,  and  the  buttery  had,  at  one  time, 
Bo  men  sick  with  this  painful  and  loathsome  disease. 

"At  1  oVlock  on  the  morning  of  May  1st,  while  marching  in  the  darkness, 
toward  Post  Gibson,  we  encountered,  suddenly  and  at  short  range,  a  heavy 
artillery  fire  from  the  KebeU,  posted  on  the  road  and  enfilading  it.  The 
occasion  was  a  tr>'ingone,  but  the  battery  responded,  and  got  rapidly  in  posi- 
tion, and  soon  silenced  the  rebel  fire,  mainUined  its  first  position,  advanced 
during  that  (eventful  day,  participated  in  all  the  fighting,  and  materially 
aid^l  in  gaining  the  victory. 

'*\Ve  opened  the  ball  on  the  enemy *s  line  at  Vicksburg,  on  the  afternoon  of 
Mw  18,  186  >,  and  continued  in  position  throuffhout  the  siege,  firing  over 
1,^[)0  rounds  to  the  gun  during  that  memoratue  siege  and  capture  of  the 
rebel  stronghold.  On  the  night  of  July  5th  we  started  for  Jackson,  Missis- 
•ippi,  and  took  part  in  the  second  capture  of  that  place. 

**  On  Septoml)er  22d,  we  marched  to  Vicksburg,  took  transports  to  Memphis, 
railroad  to  Corinth,  and  marched  to  Tuscumbia.  On  the  4th  of  November  we 
crossed  th*;  Tenni'ssiH}  river,  and  marched  bv  a  circuitous  route  of  near  400 
miles  throui^h  a  moimtainoiis  country  to  Chattanooga.  On  the  mornm^  of 
Novomher  2')tli  wt>  op'^nod  tire  on  Lookout  Mountain,  under  the  immediate 
eye  of  M:ij.  Gen.  Jo.  Hooker,  and  took  part  in  the  next  day's  fight  at  Mis- 
sionary Rid^e. 

**  Lieutenants  Gay,  Curtis.  Ijam^  and  Parks,  and  Sergeants  Leebert, 
Anthroubus  and  Firkin,  t  )(:ether  with  Corporals  Olney,  Garaner,  Black  and 
L.  .i.  White  were  all  oinpliniented  for  good  conduct. 

**0n  the  'Jiith  of  Ai>nl,  l^tU,  the  biittt'ry  received  its  new  armament  of  tix 
10-i)ound('r  Parrott  guns.  .\t  this  time  the  battery  was  in  fine  condition, 
ev(*ry thing  iK'ing  new.  Wo  were  justly  proud  of  its  appearance,  waiting 
only  to  1)0  trieil  to  U'^t  its  worth.    Ihe  time  for  trial  soon  came. 

*'0n  the  l;»tli,  we  lelt  Snake  Gap  and  moved  forward  on  Itesaca,  where  we 
found  the  fneniy  btrongly  i>osted.  The  armies  soon  became  engaged  and 
about  4  o'elork  p.  m.  the  battery  w«>nt  into  action,  takmg  position  in  an 
open  tiiUl  in  front  of  two  rebi»l  batteries.  Our  firing  was  very  accurate  and 
deadly,  soon  forcing  the  rebel  batt^»ries  into  sileno*.  The  battle  continued 
on  tli«)  lull,  and  we  were  en^^aged  ino^t  of  the  day,  doing  good  execution. 
On  the  loth,  the  battery  became  heavily  engaged,  and  a^'quitted  itself  hand- 
bomely. 

"  We  arrivi'd  at  Dallas  on  th'»  -Mh.  wlien*  the  enemy  were  found  strongly 
intren<.lied.  On  tlie  J'^th,  threi*  guns  of  the  battery  wenj  ordered  to  take 
|>i)Rilioii  omr  hundred  yard<4  in  advance  of  our  main  line  of  battle.  The  posi- 
tion was  e->vi'rfd  l)y  a  tliick  ijrowth  of  unth'rbrush,  and  was  swept  by  the 
enr.iiy'b  ma.^k-.'tiy  tnnu  th'»  front,  rii^ht  and  rear.  Tne  position  of  tne  enemy 
could'nut  lie  nci'ii' h'om  thi-*  p  )int,  an<l  there  was  every  opportunity  for  him 
to  steal  upon  us  unobaorved.    Wo  took  the  i)osition,  however,  and  opened  fire. 
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In  a  f*}w  mi nut(?9  after  this  the  Rebels  charged  us  with  crreat  fury.  No  support 
had  been  ^ivon  uh,  and  we  were  alone,  one  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  oui 
line  of  battle.  The  enemy  were  swarming  upon  us  from  every  direcUon, 
We  had  fired  just  thirty-three  rounds,  mostly  caninter,  when  Capt.  (Trittiths 
onlered  the  battery  out.  By  the  greatest  efforte  of  Capt.  GriflSths  and  the 
men  und»T  him,  tlie  guns  were  saved.  Many  of  the  battery  were  compli 
mcnted  by  its  commander  for  gallantry  in  the  engagement.  On  the  Gth, 
we  were  at  Acwortli,  Georgia,  a  station  on  the  railroad.  Here  we  remained 
till  tlie  8lh  of  Juue,  when  we  moved  to  Kenesaw  Mountain.  In  the  battles 
around  Kenesuw  the  battery  took  an  active  part,  and  did  good  execution, 
firin^r  92*2  rounds  of  ammunition. 

''On  the  20th,  we  appeared  before  Atlanta  on  the  east,  and  foand  the 
enemy.  The  battery  was  ordered  into  position,  and  while  so  doing  the 
Hebels  opened  with  a  battery  on  our  right  flank,  doing  fearful  execution.  I 
was  ordered  to  remain  in  this  position,  and  not  to  tire  till  further  orders,  and 
for  one  morUd  hour  the  enemy  poured  a  well  directed  fire  into  our  silent  bat- 
tery. It  w«t>4  indeed  a  trying  hour.  Could  we  have  been  allowed  to  respond, 
we  could  have  soon  put  the  rebel  battery  out  of  the  way.  Here  Lieut,  f.  A. 
Ijams  was  severely  wounded  and  taken  off  the  field. 

"The  next  day  the  battery  became  heavily  engaged,  and  did  great  execu- 
tion. On  the  22d  of  July  occurred  the  terrible  fight  before  Atlanta.  The 
battery  took  a  very  active  part  in  this  day*8  work.  The  Rebels  charged  the 
battery  three  times,  and  were  repulsed  each  time  with  great  slaughter. 

''Corp.  Frazier,  Sergt.  Seburt  and  many  others  were  mentioned  for  good 
service  this  day. 

"August  'Mat  occurred  the  battle  of  Jonesboro,  in  which  the  battery  took  an 
active  part.  The  enemy,  deceived  as  to  our  real  movements,  sulfered  us  to  get 
in  his  rear,  and  this  decided  the  fate  of  Atlanta.  On  the  morning  of  the  '2u  of 
September,  the  enemy  had  gone.  The  battery  expended  497  rounds  of  am- 
nition  in  this  en^ragement.  The  Rebels  charged  the  battery  twice,  but  were 
repulsed  each  time,  with  great  loss  to  them.  Corporal  P.  N.  Starkweather 
and  Privates  James  Lonsdale  and  Dennis  W.  Dean  particularly  distin- 
guished themselves  for  gallantry.  The  latter  lost  his  left  leg.  On  the 
morning  of  the  2d  we  moved  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  found  him  strongly 
posted  at  Lovejoy*s  station.  The  battery  took  position  and  became  engaged. 
It  WtiH  our  last  engiigcmcnt  in  the  great  campaign.** 

Details  as  to  the  later  service  of  this  battery  are  not  obtainable.  It  was 
mustered  out  after  an  honorable  career,  at  Davenport,  July  5,  1865.  Its 
captains  iiad  l>een  Cliarles  H.  Fletcher,  Junius  A.  Jones,  Henry  H.  Griffiths, 
and  William  II.  Gav.  For  the  memoranda  of  the  battery's  history  given 
here  the  writer  h  in(f«^bted  to  the  n^ports  of  the  two  hunt  named  officers.  V. 
<r.  David,  i).  W.  Gaml>ell,  T.  A.  Ijams  and  James  W.  Williams  were  first 
lieutenants. 

THE  SECOND  IOWA  BATTERY. 

TiiK  writer  is  indebted  to  Judge  J.  R.  Reed  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  Iowa 
for  tl)«*  suhstanrt' of  the  following  sketch  of  the  battery.  Judge  Re*Hl  was 
an  otKcer  ot  tiit>  hatt«Ty  and  one  of  the  most  courageous  and  competent  artil- 
lery «omuianflers  in  the  service.  The  battery  was  mustered  into  the  service  at 
C/Oum  il  Hhiti's,  Au^;.  IS,  1%!.  Its  first  service  was  in  the  siege  of  New  Madrid. 
Immediately  after  thi*  evacuation  of  that  place.  Reed,  then  a  second  lieuten- 
ant, was.  witii  2-')  m»'n,  sent  some  distance  down  the  river  to  man  some  heavy 
guns.  The  gan<«  w«'re  barely  in  (Msition  when  five  rebel  gunboats  came  up 
and  att4>mpt«Ml  to  ^l)f*ll  him  out.  A  hot  artillery  duel  followed,  when  the 
l>o:its,  badly  damajr«*d,  withdn»w  from  the  fight.  The  battery  went  next  to 
C'orinth,  and  pirtieip.it'ul  in  the  fight  at  Farmington.  On  the  '^h  of  May, 
when  Stanl<>y's  division  was  struck  in  fiank  by  the  ILbels,  and  on  the  point 
of  disastT,and  when  other  batterieD  wens  flying  from  the  front,  the  Iowa 
Second,  by  boldly  holding  its  post  and  pouring  a  destructive  fire  of  grape 
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and  canister  into  the  on-rushiDt;  column,  checked  it  and  drove  it  from  the 
iield.    For  iU  iraJlantry  tlie  battery  received  Stanley's  very  special  thanks. 

luka  was  the  battery's  next  en^faicoment,  September  19,  1862,  and  then 
Corinth,  October  4th  and  r>th.  On  the  evening?  of  the  4th,  when  Davics'  di- 
vision was  bcingr  driven  buck  by  the  Rebels,  Stanley  was  sent  to  cover  his 
retreat.  'Die  S^nd  battery  went  alontr*  and  was  only  in  position  when  a 
heavy  force  attempted  to  capture  or  drive  it.  This  column  was  met  by  such 
a  tremendous  force  of  double  canister  from  the  guns  at  close  ranf^e  as  to 
send  it  re<*hn((  from  the  field.  As  it  advanced  close  on  the  battery,  and 
massed,  the  loss  must  have  been  fearful. 

The  battery  next  went  with  Grant  toward  Vicksburg.  but  as  the  expedi- 
tion came  to  ^ef  at  Holly  Springs,  the  battery  retumeil  to  near  Memphis 
for  the  winter. 

On  the  formation  of  the  Fifteenth  armv  corns  the  brimvde  to  which  we 
belonged  became  the  Second  brigade.  Third  division  of  that  corps,  (ien. 
J.  M.  'l\ittle  was  the  division  commander,  and  Col.  (afterward  General)  Jo- 
seph A.  Mower  commanded  the  brigade.  In  the  sprint  and  summer  of 
lb63  we  participated  with  the  Fifteenth  corps  in  the  Vicksburg  campaign. 
On  the  14th  of  Mav,  when  Gen.  Sherman  raided  Jackson,  Mississippi,  the 
battery  was  ordered  to  the  front,  there  being  but  a  battalion  of  cavalry  (the 
advance  guard)  and  one  regiment  of  infantry  in  the  column  ahead  of  it. 
When  we  struck  the  enemy,  which  we  did  home  tliree  miles  from  the 
city,  we  tired  the  first  shot  from  our  side  in  the  engagement  at  that  place: 
and  it  was  our  tire  that  bilenced  a  battery  which  was  in  position  command- 
ing the  rotid.  When  the  division  went  forward  to  the  enemy's  main  hne 
we  wen>  the  leading  battery  and  were  first  in  position,  our  tire  reaching 
well  into  the  city;  when  the  line  was  carried  we  were  the  first  Itattery 
over.  This  was  in  front  of  Sherman.  We  remained  in  Jackson  until  the 
attemoon  of  the  IGth,  and  then  turned  toward  Vicksbnrg,  reachin^c  the 
vicinity  of  that  place  on  tiie  evening  of  the  18th.  We  took  position  m  the 
line  of  investment  on  the  20th,  our  position  being  in  what  is  known  as  the 
Grave-yurd  road,  and  within  :ioO  yVLiili  of  the  strong  work  which  com- 
manded that  road.  I  think  we  wore  engaged  every  (lay  from  that  to  the 
^d  of  June,  when  vfv  were  withdniwn  from  that  position  and  sent  out  with 
the  force  under  lien.  Sherman  on  to  the  hne  of  the  **  Kig  Hlack,**  where  we 
remained  until  the  end  of  the  siege.  While  in  position  in  the  hne  of  invest- 
ment, in  addition  to  our  tifld  guns,  we  used  a  :>0* pounder  Parrot t  gun.  The 
fire  of  that  gun  was  vi'ry  etVective.  With  it  we  diKmounteil  one  or  two  guns 
— in  the  htroiig  work  .-ipokfu  of  abi)ve,  anil  on  one  oceasion  we  drove  out  the 
whole  foR'e  oecupyinj^  it.  llit-y  finally  closed  every  «>nibr.isurt*  in  the  fort, 
and  fi)r  two  we*'ks  bi-ton;  we  were  withdrawn  from  its  fnmt  not  a  shot  was 
fired  from  it.  After  the  siegt}  we  went  again  to  Jackson  with  Sherman,  and 
participated  in  the  Kie^re  of  that  plai'e.  After  it  fell  we  retumeil  to  the  line 
of  Hig  lilack.  where  we  remained  in  camp  until  late  in  November,  when  we 
went  on  to  the  hne  of  the  Meni^)his  A'  Charleston  railroad,  and  remained 
at  La  (iran^'e,  TeiirU'Ssee,  until  February. 

During  the  tall  of  l^iV.\  or  the  winter  of  ls64,  the  division  was  transferred 
to  tin?  Sixteenth  army  eorp^anil  became  th»'  Fir>l  division  of  that  corps.  Dur- 
ing tliesuninifrnt  lN;t.  therij^ht  win^rof  tln»Sixtefnthcori»s,  under  eominand 
of  ^ien.  A.  .1.  Smith,  operated  along  the  Missouri  and  in  \Vest  T<'nnessee  and 
MisMs<ippi.  Our  uio-t  important  oi>oration  wiw  the  battle  of  Tujk'Io,  July 
l-ilh,  Utii  and  l-'>tli.  ^icn.  Mowit  was  in  cominan<l  of  the  division  at  that 
tiini'.  having'  suro'edt^l  Tuttle  in  Marcn.  Un  the  l:»ili  of  July  the  battery 
reuih'ri'd  .1  mi»-l  imptniant  ^erviii'.  Tiie  two  armie-i  w»?re  maivhin^  in  tht^ 
saiin'  i^'eiiiTal  direciinn  en  iMuiv-Tging  ii>ad'*.  Tlh*  HelM'U  uniler  Kurivst  were 
on  th*-  eolith  ri»ail.  and  a  hrit^aile  niaivheil  over  and  attacked  uf<  while  in  col- 
umn.  Wi'  wep'  in  a  d<Mi^e  \vt)0<i-i  at  tlif  time,  and  the  first  intimation  our 
trr>»»p-4  hail  nt'  tiieir  luesfncf  w.is  rei-eived  through  a  ringing  volley  of 
inanki'try.  I'he  attack  w.i^  ii'»u"  »M-t  of  .i  cri'ck.  an«l  perhaps  a  half  a  mile 
from  it. '  The  column  was  broken  up  i>y  th(>  cro>>ing,  and  theie  was  nothing 
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in  view  of  the  battery  bock  to  the  creek  except  one  small  regiment  of 
infantry,  numbering  not  more  than  150  men.  The  attack  etruck  lie  column 
ahead  of  as,  and  its  eliect  was  to  throw  everTthing  into  confusion.  The 
enemy  had  come  within  fitly  yBrda  of  the  road  before  they  were  diRcovered, 
and  it  sctmed  imiJOi^aible  to  prevent  them  from  obtainiiiK  ponsetaian  of  it, 
thuscuttiiigthccoluiuD  in  two.  Immediately  ahead  of  ub  was  a  section  of 
Battery  K,  First  lllinoia,  and  it  was  literally  turned  on  end  bj  the  volley. 
'J'he  infantry  ahead  of  ua  was  ergually  eurpneed  and  demotalued  by  the 
attack  and  nere  Kettinj;  oat  of  the  way  as  fast  as  their  legs  wonld  carry 
them.  Ko  superior  officer  was  present  to  (five  orders,  and  notbing  was  to 
be  done  but  to  act  onourownjuagment.  Ouronlyreionrce  was  tofisht  itout 
with  them  on  ouj:  own  hook.  We  got  into  position  asqutcldy  as  we  could,  and 
without  beiajf  observed  by  thera.  Fortunately  our  poai lion  was  on  Iheir 
flunk,  and  when  wg  opened  &re  wo  enfilnded  their  line  from  end  to  >'nd.  The 
surprise  was  now  on  tlie  other  side,  and  their  retreat  was  probably  as  PXpe- 
ditious  :\n  any  that  bus  ever  occurred.  In  less  tban  three  minutes  every  man 
in  that  brif^ade  was  gLving  personal  attention  to  the  matter  of  his  own  safety. 
The  flgbt  was  ours.  Not  another  organization  or  man  fired  a  shot  in 
repiilsinfr  (he  attack. 

The  battle  of  Tupi^lo  proper  was  fought  on  the  Uth  and  I5th.  The  posi- 
tion of  tlie  battery  on  the  14th  was  on  the  right  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  infantry, 
and  the  letl  of  the  Thirty-third  Wisconsin.  The  enemjr  attacked  eijriy  in 
the  moniinK.  the  li>ri  e  on  our  front  being  Buford'n  division,  and  hlH  attack 
was  bfiitr'n  by  thi'~i;  tbi-'^  organizations,  assisted  perhaps  to  Bomeeit«at  by 
two  other  reginii'iiN.  1  never  saw  dead  and  wonnded  men  as  thick  on  any 
otlicr  fielil  as  tht-j  l:iy  <>a  our  front.  I  afterwards  saw  Gen.  Guford'n  rt-port. 
and  he  nlatcd  his  loss  at  975.  There  was  a  sharp  fight  on  the  15th,  in  which 
we  parti ci|>ated. 

In  September  we  went  up  White  river  in   Arkansas,  and   afterward 

marclicd  north   in  pursuit  of  Price.    We  went  into  Northwest  Hiasauri. 

IT  1  ■  '00      1      b  t  came  np  with  the  enemy.    Wt-  then 

has  ac      g  Dec  mber  int.  andparticipatedin  thebnt- 

mas.     We  fired  the  first  shot  on  tho  15th 

fr  th  corps    an     when  the  Qnal  crash  in  Hood's  line 

firs    battery  across  his  line,  crowiiaii  at 

an  the  last  artillery  shot  which  was  tired 

0    the  15tb  our  fire  compelled  the  sur- 

They  wer«  on  a  pike  road,  on  mch  side 

ur       antry  had  carried  Ibe  pike  to  their  left, 

fb      gap  In  the  st'tne  wall.    As  soon  U 
e  opened  and  they  imnediately  fell 
k  ft  rwards  surrendered.    Un  the  mocniRS 

ront  of  liio  left  of  the  Tweniy-UiLrd 
til  the  final  ituBh  in  Hood's  lines,  at 
oded  a  caisson  in  each  of  two  r«bd 
ced  both  of  them.  It  was  our  fire,  in  part. 
Shy's  Hill,  and  made  the  breach  in  the 
M  piuiced  and  carriMJ  tbii  hill  and  broka 

ly  brtonging  to  Mc.Milk-n's  hriirade. 
tei    argely  to  the  rcxult. 

pursuit  of  Hooil  and  followed  to  the 

camp  and  remained  until  Felirunn-.  1865. 

Department  and  went  to  New  (Mmw* 

re  we  participated  in  the  lii-ge  of  Mol>ite. 

a    nil  of  Spanish  Fort,  from  the  beitiu' 

ur         n    fort,  and  were  rngaged  I'very  day, 

bama,  and  from  there  to  Sclmii,  whent 

eii  we  Yfere  ordered  to  the  stiile  for  di»- 

red  D  venport  on  the  Tth  of  Auguit,  I86<% 

g  r  {tears  to  a  Joy. 
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Principal  Officers  of  the  Second  Iowa  Battery  * 

Captains — N.  T.  Spoor,  J.  R.  Reed,  J.  W.  Coons. 

Senior  First   Lieutenants— J,   R.   Reed,  J.  W.   Coodb,  J.  Buik. 

Junior  First  Lieutenant — D.  P.  WalliDff. 

Second  Lieutenants— G,  T.  Reed,  J.  Burk,  J.  E.  Snyder. 

Capt.  Spoor  commanded  the  battery  till  1862,  when  he  was  detached 
as  chief  of  artillery,  Firct  division.  J.  R.  Reed  was  in  command  from 
March,  1862,  to  June  10,  1865.  He  was  made  captain  October  Ist  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  C.  T.  Reed  was  mustered  out  in  Auj^ust,  1864.  John  W.  Coons 
succeeded  him  in  command. 


THIRD  IOWA  BATTERY. 

This  battery  was  organized  by  Capt.  M.  M.  Hayden,  at  Dubuque,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1861.  It  was  called  the  Dubuque  battery,  and  for  a  time  was 
attached  to  the  Ninth  infantry.  Itn  first  active  service  ¥ras  with  Curtis  in 
his  campui^fn  and  battle  of  Pea  Ridge.  It  marched  with  him  from  Rolla  to 
Springfield,  chasing  Price,  and  beyond  to  Sugar  Creek,  where  Price  made  a 
stand.  Here  the  battery  fired  its  first  shot  in  war.  lliis  was  February  15, 
1862.  ArU.T  half  an  hour's  brisk  firing,  at  the  extreme  front,  the  battery 
boys  had  tho  pleasure  of  seeinfir  the  Rebels  run  from  the  field.  Their  first 
real  battle  was  at  Pea  Ridge,  described  in  chapter  11.  A  few  days  previous 
to  this  a  part  of  the  battery  had  been  on  an  expedition  of  Col.  Vandever's 
to  Huntsvilk'.  There  they  learned  that  the  enemy,  re-enforced  by  10,000 
men,  was  rapidly  marching  to  attack  the  union  army  near  Pea  Ridge. 
Vandevor  then  made  one  of  the  hardest  marches  of  the  war.  I'hat  march, 
the  battle,  and  the  movomenU;  of  the  battery  for  the  next  year  or  more, 
were  narrated  by  M.  C.  Wright,  captain  of  the  gallant  battery,  and  we  bor- 
row from  him. 

*'We  were  forced  to  march,**  says  the  captain,  •*  through  one  of  the 
rouirhest  countri«»s  in  the  Union,  ford  White  river,  and  make  47  miles  in  one 
day.  The  ford  over  which  we  crossed  was  within  neven  miles  of  Cro«»s  Hol- 
lows, and  while  our  little  force  was  crossing  here,  the  entire  rebel  army, 
under  Van  Dorn  and  Price,  was  at  the  former  place,  though,  happily  for  us, 
ignonuit  of  our  whereabouts.  So  well  did  Col.  Vanoever  manage  the 
m£ftt;h,  that  no  one  was  allowi'd  to  esca|>e,  and  thus  give  information  to  the 
enemy  of  our  proximity.  At  lentirth,  after  this  most  exhausting  march,  we 
reached  the  camp  of  our  forces  at  Pea  Ridge  about  9  i>.  M..  greatly  to  the 
jov  and  sur]>rine  tjf  almost  every  one,  who  had  given  ns  up  for  lost.  The 
t>xhaustion  of  that  march  was  so  terrible  that  scarcely  one  who  escaped  the 
destruction  of  the  next  two  days*  battle,  but  could  be  found  in  the  hospital; 
and  many  of  them,  the  victims  of  that  day's  march,  are  now  in  their  graves. 

**  Karly  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  ekirmishing  having  commenced  on  the 
extreme  right  df  our  line,  Vandever's  brigade  was  hurried  to  the  front,  and 
instantly  Im'(  aine  eniraged.  Two  sections  of  the  battery  went  into  action 
under  a  trrritic  lire  of  both  infantry  and  artillery-,  which  were  posted  in  our 
front,  ahoiit  :'►<  0  yards  distant  from  Elkhorn  Tavern.  The  First  Iowa  bat- 
tery, wliich  we  relieved,  had  already  l>vn  terribly  cut  to  pieces,  and  was 
forced  to  leav'*  tlie  Held.  Before  we  had  be«»n  in  position  ten  minutes,  we 
had  one  gun  «li>.ahl«'d  by  tht^  enemy's  artiilerj',  one  limber  blown  up,  and 
Ht'veral  men  wounthd  and  horsrs  killed.  So  ilestnictive  was  the  fire,  that 
Col.  Carr,  connnanding  the  division,  who  was  on  the  ground,  ordered  the 
two  ^ectinns  to  fall  back,  which  was  imm»'<liately  <lone.  The  entire  battery 
a^ain  ti>ok  up  position  to  the  right  of  Klkhom  Tavern,  wh#*re  it  n»rnain«*d 
until  the  ♦'ntin*  division  was  forced  to  fall  luck  in  the  evening.  ^  Onring  the 
day  the  rni-niy  r«'p«'atedly  char^r^d  our  position,  but  weiv  invariably  driven 
Imck  in  confusion.     In  one  of  these  charges  they  managed  to  secure  one  ot 
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oiir  guns.  w1ii^:h  was  being  placed  in  an  plevuteJ  poaition.  some  JistAnce  to 
tin;  |ptt  of  the  liattcr}',  but  wua  aimoat  entirely  uDBuppoi'ted.  Our  diTiKion, 
which  enk-rcil  the  fight  in  the  mominjfwith  less  Urn n  2.200  RebtiiiK  ram, 
Ik'IiI  tlu'ir  gmiind  for  over  six  houn  aRaioet  nearly  five  tiraee  their  number. 
Not  until  uver  one-third  of  the  entire  dtriBJon  hod  been  killed  and 
woiindi'd,  dirt  the  enemy,  afterwards  known  to  be  over  12,000  •trong,  suc- 
ceed in  loreiiifc  the  ftalUuit  Can-  to  retire. 

"  The  suil'lennesia  of  their  final  attack,  with  the  meafromeas  of  our  aap- 

Eorl,  eompellert  us  to  leave  two  of  our  guoB  upon  tho  field.  Thew  fn"**- 
owcvcr,  were  not  abandoned  until  thej  were  spiked,  and  etety  Lone  had 
be<'n  killed,  and  every  man  serving  with  them,  either  killed  or  wounded. 
We  fell  Imck  some  400  yards,  where,  lupport  comintr  to  our  aid,  we  kept 
up  Hre  with  the  rf^inaining  Kuns,  until  darliness  put  an  end  to  the  engage- 

■We  remained  on  the  field  during  the  night,  and  purtidpated  in  the 
engagement  of  Ihi'  fi\h,  which  terminated  in  the  rout  of  the  enemy,  and  hii 
flight  from  the  flfhi. 

"I.tur  entire  Ins?  in  the  two  days  engagement  wa«,  2  men  killed,  2  otfioers. 
and  l-'i  men  wonmli'd.  '£i  home*  killedi  and  3  gnni  captured.  We  fired,  dur- 
ing the  i'ngii;.'i'iiiint.  over  1,200  ronnds  of  ammunition.  I  take  great  pride 
in  Baying  thiit  lln'  battery  acquitted  itself  liobly  in  this,  one  of  the  most 
xantruin^iry  anillid-i  of  the  war.  and  received  moi«t  complimenlary  notice" 
in  the  ofiiciiil  ii'iiorts  of  Colonels  Vandever  and  Carr,  aluo  of  Urig.-Gfli. 
Asbolh.  Tlitei'  iJ^iys  after  the  hatlje,  the  army  was  moved  watliwurd  again, 
but  ufter  oni' iliiy'.s  m are h,  look  the  back  track,  and  moved  northmim  ID 
Keithsvillo.  n-hiTc  we  remained  until  April  Sth,  when  the  army  rommivced 
the  march  to  ItateHville,  Independence  county,  Arkantas.  which  point  ww 
reached,  without  encountering  anything  of  intereet.  about  the  10th  of  May. 
From  tliencp  we  moved  soath  to  Searcy,  on  Little  Bed  river,  and  afterward 
returned  to  Balesville.  about  the  20th  rf  June. 

"  From  Katcsvillc,  (ien.  Curtis  commenced  hin  celebrated  march  to  Helena, 
Arkansas,  where  we  arrived  on  the  )2th  of  July,  having  enconnti'red  mo«t 
terrible  hatdshipti  on  account  of  the  ejcewive  heat,  and  great  scarcity  of 

Erovisions.  We  remained  at  Helena  antil  Gen.  Steele's  eipeililion  atr^uirt 
ittle  Hock  was  organized,  in  August.  1S63. 

'■  I'uring  our  sliiy  at  Helena,  we  were  a  portion  of  the  fotw;  in  «evw«l 
I'xpi'dirioiiH,  must  prominent  among  whicli  were  Hovey's  MimiMippi  ripvdi- 
tion.  Ni>vi-miHr,  I -*;_';  Gorman's  White  river  expedition,  January,  1863,  wid 
Ihi'  \a7M>  !'.L<s  rxi.i'Jition,  March.  1863.  In  U)e  latter  expedition,  the  (Ait- 
(cry  look  aji  m  Iiv.'  part  in  the  iMtmbardment  of  Kurt  Pemherton,  a(  tht 
junction  ()(  t)if  Tiillahal^hie  and  Yallabusba  riveni.  It  rrtumed  to  |]d«na< 
.4pril  >>,  l-<C,',i,  n'luaining  in  camp  until  Angiiet  lltb.  The  bntti-rj  took 
part  in  tli>^  del'i'u>>H  of  thia  place  against  the  nttoi^h  of  the  Ttebela  undrr 
I'rico,  HolmcK  and  olhers,  on  the  4th  of  July,  lHfr%  It  fired  over  I.OOO 
rouiidM  »t  till'  I'ui.'iuy.  but  escaped  without  any  lorn  of  men.  owing  to  til* 
.■sc'llvnt  pt<ilc\lian  of  our  fortifications.     It  had  8  homes  killei). 

■■  I'liring  Ihi-  l.ill  of  1?S2,  the  battery  was  the  rwapient  of  ft  splendid  s'and 
of  ciili>!'s,  cf^insi'iini;  <>!  a  banner  and  guidon— n  present  from  the  ladiM  of 
Miliv;uikec,  Wij.iiusin.  They  Were  made  of  the  finest  material,  and  Inm* 
upon  t)ii'ir  f"t<h  iIk'  nartiea  of  the  difiWcnt  engagements  in  which  tbobnt* 
iiTv  had  paTi.  i|..it.'L|.     The  banner  bore  on  one  lido  the  coat  of  arnia  of 

"l-'.iriaiiiu'.i  ;■  ■III' 11  of  Gen.  Steele')  forces  in  the  tittin  Rock  expi-dilioit,  «• 
took  p.irt  111  I  hi'  t',ii>'iiri'  of  that  place,  without  Mijr  In**.  Wt^  also  toolcpaTt 
in  till'  c\p-iliu.iii  r,f  li.'n.  Bice  against  Arkaddpfaw,  in  October,  18ftt." 

In  liiT"iiil'tT,  l?-!^'.,  and  January,  1864,  tho  laen  re-eulirrteil  as  r''' 
iiuil'T   aiitli'iily   I'f    the   War  Uepartment,   and  in  February   the  i    .      ... 
of  tli>'  iiri.niii/.tiiii.'i,  with  the  officers,  worn  ttuil  north  on  furtougb,  frOU 
«liirl,  ii„y  rrliirii-din  May. 

At  the  I'spiratiiin  of  the  original  term  of  servicn  of  the  battery,  BupleiD' 
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bcr  26tb,  1864,  tho  non- veterans  were  sent  north,  where  they,  with  Capt.  M. 
M.  Hayden,  were  muHtcreil  out  October  :V1,  1864. 

The  vtfteranH  of  a  part  of  tho  battery  next  joined  in  an  escort  column,  tak- 
ing? provisions  from  Little  Rock  to  Fort  Smitb.  Col.  Mackoy  of  the  i'hirty- 
third  infantry  led  the  escort  column  and  Lieut.  Dengl  commanded  the  battery, 
it  was  a  dant^erous  expfulition,  as  Frice*8  army,  then  beinff  driven  out  of 
Missouri,  was  liable  to  fall  on  the  little  column  at  any  hour.  Nothing  serious 
happened,  however,  and  the  command  returned  to  Little  Rock  on  November 
27th,  after  a  hard  march  through  mud  and  rain  of  360  miles.  The  winter 
passed  without  noticeable  events  and  the  summer  found  the  battery  well 
equipped  and  ready  for  action.  But  no  action  came.  In  August,  Capt  0. 
H.  Lyon;  then  in  command,  was  ordered  to  take  the  battery  to  Fort  Smith, 
where  a  great  Indian  council  was  being  held.  The  council  over,  the  battery 
was  soon  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Davenport  This  was  October  2:i<f. 
It  then  had  15:3  otficers  and  men,  and  had  served  iust  four  years.  Its  officers 
daring  its  service  had  been  Captains  M.  M.  Hayden,  M.  C.  Wright  and  0. 
H.  Lyon;  LieutcnanU  W.  H.  McCInre,  U.  H.  Weaver,  O.  G.  DiQr,  J.  J. 
Dengl,  W.  H.  Gilford,  W.  U.  Crozier,  J.  Bradley,  L.  8.  Hoqm,C.  S.  Martin, 
D.  If.  Lee.  R.  McFate. 


FOURTH  BATTERY. 

Iowa  had  also  a  Fourth  battery  of  artillery,  but  it  entered  the  st^rvice 
very  late,  saw  little  active  field  tluty,  and  was  in  no  battle.  It  was 
mustered  in  at  Davt'nport  in  the  autumn  of  186:3,  with  P.  H.  Groode  as 
captain,  and  Lieutenants  Beatty,  McClellan,  Alexander,  Ellsworth  and 
JoKeph  Brown. 

It  remainfvl  with  Gt^n.  Sully  in  the  West  till  February  22,  1864,  when  it 
arrived  in  Nitw  Orleans.  It  remained  as  a  part  of  the  guard  of  the  city 
during  the  abiienc(f  of  Hanks*ti  army  in  the  Red  river  campaign,  and  after- 
wanl  ni;in^ht>d  to  ThiUxh^aux,  where  it  remained  until  mustered  out  on 
July  14,  isfM.  It  wiLs  :i  splendidly  equipped  battery,  and  the  men  did 
the  duty  given  them  patriotically  and  well. 


IOWA  IN  THE  MARINE  BRIGADE   AND  OTHER    BRANCHES   OF 

THE  SERVICE. 

Iowa  h.i«l  many  8oMi«'rs  in  tho  f*t»rvi(.^  of  the  country  outside  the  reg- 
ular stiite  «)r^.ini/.iitions,  who  di«l  valomurt  duty  for  the  cause.  One  n.'cails 
thf  low.i  cniii|).uiy  that  Itelonjrt'd  to  the  EK'vi'nth  I Vnnsylvania  cavalry.  Its 
oaptiim  wa>i  I- .  A.  StmttDii  of  Dubu«iu»',  with  G.  S.  Ringhmd  and  G.  W. 
Hassett  ii^  li<'uti'iianf«!.  Hit'  men  wt»rt»  mostly  from  the  Fifth  congressional 
di.stri(*t  and  MTvt'd  with  con?<piouous  gallantry  in  all  the  campaigns  of  the 
l'«)toui;ii-. 

Th»»  riurt-'^nth  rnitt-d  Statt'M  Rejfulars,  <M'n.  Sherman's  old  regiment, 
waM  o)ui|H>s.'.|  partly  ••£  Iowa  men.  and  onc»?  wh»*ii  i'»*oorting  the  gem^ral  on 
a  r.iiiliiijrtr.iiii  Iroin  NL'iupiiis  to  t'orinth,  won?  attacked  by  a  grtsit  number 
of  rrM  o.ivaliy  uii'ltT  riiahin'M.  Nothing  Imttln'  nnwt  desin'rate  fighting 
nil  ilu*  part  nt  a  hainlful  i>t'  iin'n,  din/otod  by  Sherman  in  person,  saved 
ium  and  h\<  .ntin'  staff  fr.>iii  c;ipture  or  ilrath.  It  was  2.r)<)i)  Rebels 
Mi,Mtinir  t'»'>  iini>n  ni<n.  IV»  »!  whom  w»*ri»  from  thiji  Htatc.  At  la-^t  after 
h'Mvy  lo^M'N  i.i  tliMM.  till'  |{"1,.«!^  wfp'  l>eat»*n  otf.  Th»»  little  band  of  Iowa 
:u«'n  hal  \  k;ll«' 1.  '►  woiind'l  and  :»  mi^-^in!;.  Lieutt^nants  John  (rates 
uni  U.   M.   Ni'Nt>n  Wfr-'  aniotiLf  tii«'  woundo-l. 

**E.lt*t'.s  Uim  I'l'H't."  or  ih"  Mi^si^^ippi  Marin**  Brigade,  was  another 
ortfUQi/alinn  containing'  low^a  iU'*n.     Gen.  Alfred  W.  Ellet   was    its   com- 


604 


IOWA   IN   WAa  TrUKS, 


mander  and  Lieut,  S.  G.  Cnrtis  of  Iowa  was  adjutant  or  the  infantry  oon- 
tiDi;t'nt.  It  was  :i  novel  ore&nizatioa,  composed  of  urmed  transports  bear- 
ing companies  ot  iulUntcy,  artillery  and  cavalry,  and  Beveral  boata  Tinged 
for  raramioff.  't'lio  littlo  fleet  became  the  seouta  of  the  MiBsiBsippi  n^er, 
the  ten-or  of  ffuerrilliu),  and  the  defenderK  of  st^iomora  possinit  down  to 
the  iirmies.  It  traa  of  immense  serrice  to  the  cauae.  Owing  to  its  novel 
ort^anization  and  perfect  eqoipment,  it  could  rapidly  move  froa  point  to 

Eoint  along  the  rivor,  land  and  Sgbt  an  enemy,  and  if  puxhed.  burn 
ack  to  its  Bate  dpIl'nBe  on  ita  boatd.  It^  activity  speedily  cleared  fx)lb 
banks  of  the  greiit  river  of  the  marauding  baodij  whose  hubit  had  been 
to  tire  on  tranijportu,  bum  and  murder  and  then  ily  to  the  interior.  Now 
tlii'y  were  pursued  and  punished,  and  towns,  like  Austin,  that  faarboreU 
them,  burned  to  Ibe  eround,  A  fleet  like  thie,  organised  earlier  in  the 
war,  would  have  kept  the  Uiaaiasippi  river  open,  and  the  great  campaigns 
lor  Vicksburg,  Port  Hudson,  etc.,  never  would  have  been  necesiities.  It 
is  a  credit  lo  Iowa  that  men  from  the  state  helped  in  an  ortt&nization 
doinir  so  much  good  Herrice. 

Iowa  bail  besides  these,  parte  of  oompanioa  serving  ia  different  statAi 
that  helped  to  incrijase  her  share  in  the  war.  There  were,  too,  single 
officers  of  merit  serving  in  almost  every  staff  department  at  the  govern- 
ment. One  recalU  Col.  Corkhill  serving  on  staff  of  Sedgwick,  Col,  C.  W. 
Asmus^en,  assistant  provoft  marshal  at  the  War  Department,  and  the 
man  who  eclccti-il  tlie  vital  position  for  defense  at  Qettjsburg,  Also 
Capt.  J.  G  Read,  an  Iowa  railroad  man,  killed  at  Bull  Run.  Lieut.  Win- 
terbolbam,  one  of  the  gallant  men  of  tJie  One-Hund  red -and -fifty -fifUi 
New  York;  and  thou,  too.  W.  Penn  Clarke,  T.  H,  Stanton,  C.  0.  Carpenter. 
Miy".  Saunders.  Maj.  J.  B.  Toung,  Elijah  Sslls.  M.  L.  McPhersoa,  Col. 
"■'"''"'"''"  '  "y.  Hoyt  Sherman,  all  citJKTis  of 

a  department  or  another  of  the 


ADDENDA. 


In  the  chapters  on  ^^  Citizen  Patriots^^  and  '*  Soldier  Giyilians,^ 
reference  to  numerous  honorable  and  worthy  names  was  unin* 
tentionally  omitted. 

Among  them  was  the  name  of  Isaac  Brandt  of  Des  Moines, 
an  ardent  patriot  in  the  war  times,  a  strong  Abolitionist,  and  an 
intimate  friend  of  John  Brown. 

The  Hon.  Judge  Jas.  G.  Day  was  another  of  lowa^s  subordi- 
nate soldiers  who  acquired  state  distinction.  He  was  a  captain 
of  the  Fifteenth  infantry,  and  was  badly  wounded  at  Shiloh. 
The  war  over,  he  served  for  a  time  as  a  district  judge  at  Council 
Bluffs,  and  was  later  elevated  to  a  Chief  Justiceship  of  the  state. 
He  is  known  as  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  as  a  jurist  of  high 
attainments,  and  as  a  just  judge  who  has  brought  honor  to  him- 
self and  to  the  supreme  bench  of  Iowa. 


In  a  note  of  Mr.  John  A.  Easson^s  something  of  interest  is 
related  as  to  Iowa's  first  battery.  It  would  be  a  curious  fact 
had  Iowa's  first  guns  been  furnished  by  order  of  Robert  E. 
Lee,  while  he  was  yet  a  loyal  man: 

**  When  the  Fourth  reg^iment  was  formed/*  says  Mr.  Kasson,  "  they  asked 
me  to  get  them  some  ^uns,  if  possible,  and  mentioned  those  which  were 
lyinfl:  practically  useless  at  Fort  Kearney.  1  went  to  Lt.-Gen.  Soott»  at  that 
time  Chief  of  the  Army.  It  was  the  last  time  I  ever  saw  the  old  lion-headed 
hero,  and  (I  think)  just  before  Lee  deserted  him  and  the  Union,  and  went 
over  to  the  Rebellion.  After  some  inquiry,  Gen.  Scott  issued  the  order  to 
deliver  the  guns  for  a  battery  to  the  Fourth  regiment  I  cannot  say  if  the 
oi-der  was  moAo  out  by  Lee— then  his  Chief  of  Staff —or  not.  But  my  impres- 
Hion  ifl  that  it  was.  The  fact  impressed  on  my  memory  is,  that  the  noble  old 
hero  of  Lundy's  Lane  and  the  War  of  1812,  made  the  order  for  deliyering 
the  first  battery  to  the  Iowa  troops,  disarminf?  old  Fort  Kearney  for  the  pur- 
pose.'* 
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'rh»'  sfiitinu'iital  piXMns  of  this  volunit*  are  at  once  etron^r  ami  tender — 
s()!n«*  nftlu'in  bav<Mi  quaint  prettiiiess  of  expression  that  strongly  remiDtls 
one  of  rharlt's  LaniU,  and  the  volume  is  full  of  thene  dainty  bits.  There  is 
a  littlf.  soft,  tfn<l«'r  son^j — **  Jamit's  Coming  oVr  the  Moor/*  ho  full  of  quiet 
passion,  aii'l  ^\v«'f't  >»'ntini«'nt,  that  we  can  imagine  Burnt*  hi  niM'lf  uh  admiring 
it.  antl  lin^^Miiny:  l.>\  inj^'ly  ov«'r  it.  \V«*  commend  this  volum»*  to  all  who  have 
a  taste  for  what  i<  h'Mnic,  tenihM*  and  pure  in  p<w*try. 

ItostoH  Commonirtalth. 

This  luKik  i-oiiipri'j«'s  ni.iiiy  toinhing,  graceful  an«l  !<pijrited  pieces,  some 
of  which  hav»'  appeare*!  iii  l«\nling  periodiials,  an«l  one  of  which,  the  bent 


'■  Shortii 


I's  Hardh  to  tbe  Sn,"  w  tmjnded  in  Ronflar  SiAlM 


Amrriran  Rtginltr,  Parlt', 

Consul  Generul  Bjers,  whose  occasional  apirited  conlrIljUtii)iu  in  pruM*  aqiI 
viTse  lo  tliis  MiiKii'-ine  have  been  faTOtahly  received,  bw  coUwjUiI  his 
iKX'tical  writings  in  h  volume  entitled  "The  Biipp</  l>l"i  •""!  other  Potmt," 
wliicli  desenea,  anil,  we  venture  to  pKdJct,  will  roMive  a  conlioJ  wi'limaii? 
from  tlioae  of  its  readers  who  have  the  gift  of  poutivnl  Jiicernnimt.  Alt  of 
till'  poems  in  the  book  liear  the  impreis  of  u  chnste  nnd  IivoIt  funO'<  i^Dd  Hfe 
iircsjded  over  by  supreme  eoo<I  taste.  The  Maftial  Ljrlcs.  nuionfr  whidi  wa 
shouid  particularize  "  S hernial) 'a  Miuvh  tathet^uu,''  unil  hia  luniilcuy  pot-ni*. 
iu>!  line  apecimenti  of  their  kind.  Each  is  ftHl>rief  and  poin(e\l  in  ub  apiifmm. 
jvt  brimming  with  emotion.  The  "  Happy  Ulevi,"  iind  "  Unby  H^Wdp"  are 
poemn  of  the  tetidt'text  patho«.  whoM  tf'-ntb'  plnintiriinvw  will  awakeii 
responsive  eolioes  in  thousamla  of  loviUK  hearts  whom  death  hwi  dwpoiltd  of 
Iheir  ilarlinKa. 

Harfitr't  MontMs  MiijjHsint, 

iliere  is  BOiuetbinK  svry  fivsb  and  winaiog  about  thv  viiraffi  ill  liu*  bixilc. 

Tliej-  do  not  lielons  'o  ihe  experiments  in  rhjiuu  "bkh  exhauai  no  heavj  n 

percentage  of  n-eent  poetry.    The  writut  ainiri  out  nF   hii  bimrt,  and  bi« 

t'Kporieiice.    Theii?  Ik  a  lyrical  quality  to  these  poeiiii.    Thej  n-ally  itng. 

QmUm  ChrUlian  tirgiiilrr. 

I'liis  is  a  volume  nt  l.iBlifiil  ,iiiil  ii(fre«iblr  pofnn,  in  which  thp  ntntiomt 
I    iinsli-^iined,  and  tin-  mennure  fur  tlie  most  iiart  luuMcol. 

Allanllr  Manlhlit, 


The  ft'eliitK  tbrou^linut  the  book  t*  wand  and  Kveiit.  I'hnre  i*  somrthlRg' 
iu\U'.  rii^fiiKiiiic  in  tht  little  volume  in  npitv  of  Ihe  tact  Ihat  mui'b  iif  !t 
■.■lungs  lo  wind  is  cftllrd  "  popiiliij  "  poflrj.  "  Th>-  IUp|>y  I«1m,"  in  lift 
iiiistL-al  npenini;  ri'tiiiiKlN  one  pl-'ai>autl.V  of  Keats.     Suluo,  doeo  the  poettof 

I'hilip." 


<•■.  M  Uxht,  uid  tMMntlbil  i<r  nonUL" 

.  i''ilga."  iathc  miMt  ttrikiRK  pccin  in  IlK-boitk.  The 
il  thii  Ihrill  of  luyM'.-rioD*  honarat  the  ^lUtilf  appruaob 
iiiit'sifiilly  liniuKht  bolU(^toUlr  reader. 


